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Hand built & designed for - 

• Increased driver safety  

• Enhanced driver feel  

• Reduced driver fatigue  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Six point mounting method 

• HANS compatible 

• 6 point harness compatible 

• Air duct cooling 

• Fire retardant fabric cover 

• Composite or kevlar shell construction 

• FIA approved 

 

 
Used by reining PWRC Champion Hayden Paddon currently competing in SWRC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Ostberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally?  Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally?  White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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START RAMP



In this past weekend’s Targa Florio Rally, the 
legendary all-asphalt Italian event, rallying lost one 
of its brightest sons. Gareth “Jaffa” Roberts, 24, died 
after a heavy crash on SS8 of this Intercontinenal 
Rally Challenge (IRC) series round while in sixht 
position overall alongside Craig Breen (Peugeot 207 
S2000). The event was cancelled following the crash 
as a mark of respect to Gareth.
 Gareth was from Carmathen, West Wales, trained 
as an electrician and his brother Dai is also a well-knowned 
and talented co-driver. He made is rally competition debut in 
2004, and worked hsi way up the ladder through the British 

Rally Championship before teaming up with Irishman Craig 
Breen in 2009.
 Along with Craig, Gareth was contesting the Super 
2000 World Rally Championship (S2000 WRC) this season as 
well selected rounds in the Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
after winning the FIA WRC Academy title in its debut year. 
For this season, after three rounds of the S2000 WRC, they 
were leading by six points following their victory on the 
opening event of the year in Monte Carlo. Also three events 
into their IRC campaign, Craig and Gareth were snapped up 
by the Sainteloc Racign Team to compete in a Peugeot 207 
S2000, and were building in speed in their new rally machine 
each event completed.
 Craig escaped the crash without physical injury. 
he recently described Gareth as a “magician”. He paid the 

following tribute to Roberts after winning the WRC Academy 
title on Wales Rally GB last November: “He’s kept my feet on 
the ground this weekend, which is not an easy job. Having 
to leave service for the last three stages knowing there was 
no possibility other than to win them all was very diffi cult. 
But he’s really kept me on the straight and narrow so it’s all 
credit to him. He’s the littlest Welsh wizard but the best of 
them for sure.”
 Here follows tributes from well-known industry 
members and competitors as compiled by iRally 
(http://irallylive.com) from Twitter and other media sources. 
Handbrakes & Hairpins thanks iRally for their courtesy.
Matthew Wilson: Really don’t know what to say. What 
awful news from Targa Florio rally. I honestly can’t believe it. 
RIP Gareth.
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Tom Cave: Completely devastated to hear the extremely 
sad news of Gareth, good friend, rally competitor and real 
nice lad, RIP x
Alister Fisher: Can not believe what’s happened, totally 
devastated! Thoughts are with Gareths family and of course 
Craig! Jaffa you will be missed!
Mark Taylor: I learnt the sad news this morning that Gareth 
Roberts sadly lost his life. Sincere thoughts & condolences 
are with Dai, family and friends.
Nicky Grist: I am very disturbed at the news of Gareth 
Roberts. My caring thoughts are with his brother Dai and his 
parents.
Paul Hembery: “Words cannot express our shock and 
sadness. At this diffi cult time we would like to convey our 
sincere condolences to the family, friends and fans of Gareth. 
We are all devastated.”
Gerard Quinn: Really sad news, sincere condolonces to 
Gareth’s family and friends. What a fantastic happy little guy. 
I’m so sad.
Michael Orr: At times like this I really just don’t know what 

to say.
Patrik Sandell: A sad day for rallying, RIP Gareth Roberts, 
all our thoughts are with his family...
Antoine L’Estage: Sad way to start my day :( Thoughts 
with Craig and families.
Robert Barrable: Tragic news about Gareth Roberts 
shocked to hear, thoughts and prayers are with Craig, 
Gareth’s family and friends Rest in Peace.
Chris Atkinson: Really sad to just read that Gareth Roberts 
has passed away in Italy. My thoughts are with his family 
and friends! RIP.
Andreas Mikkelsen: We are shocked today! Ola and I send 
our condolences to Gareth’s family, friends and to Craig 
Breen.
Mikko Hirvonen: Heard the sad news from Italy. Me 
and Jarmo want to send our condolences and thoughts to 
Gareth’s family and friends... A sad day...
David Higgins: So sad news today! Rip Gareth thoughts 
with Craig Dai and family
Seb Marshall: Devastated by today’s news. RIP Gareth - a 

rival, colleague and friend. Thoughts with the family and 
Craig. We’re gonna miss you.
Bernardo Sousa: Sad day for motorsport, We were rivals 
in the swrc, and I truly wish it could still be like that! Gareth 
Roberts...
Giandomenico Basso: This is one of those terrible, chance 
things that is very hard to believe. It’s a horrible situation we 
are all faced with together and I am so sad and sorry.
Paolo Andreucci: I feel very bad…very bad. Unfortunately 
a very talented young man has gone. In the fullness of time, 
maybe we need to look more in detail at the causes and 
what exactly happened to see if we can learn anything. But 
for now though, I’m just thinking of Gareth, Craig and his 
family.
Alex Gelsomino: No words to describe the feeling for the 
death of fellow Codriver Gareth Roberts at the Targa Florio 
today. Rest in Peace, Gareth...
 To post your own tributes to Gareth, please head to 
http://www.craigbreen.com/. H&H
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Targa Florio-Rally Internazionale Di Sicilia, Round Five 
of the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), was 
stopped after eight stages following the accident that 
claimed the life of British co-driver Gareth Roberts.
 Event organisers Automobile Club Palermo 
confi rmed that the accident occurred approximately eight 

kilometres from the start of the Cefalu’ stage east of the 
service park in Termini Imerese.
 A rescue crew was located 50 metres from the crash 
site and attended immediately. Despite their best efforts, 
Roberts succumbed to his injuries. Driver Craig Breen was 
unhurt in the accident, but was treated at the scene for 
shock. No spectators were involved and the remainder of the 
event was cancelled as a mark of respect to Roberts.
 Along with Breen, the talented and popular 24-

year-old was embarking on his fi rst major campaign in the 
IRC. Following points-scoring fi nishes on the Donnelly Group 
Circuit of Ireland Rally in April and Giru di Corsica-Tour de 
Corse last month, their programme with Saintéloc Racing 
would have included the upcoming Geko Ypres Rally and 
Sibiu Rally Romania.
 Their participation in Sicily with HRT Motorsport was 
added to their schedule to provide an additional opportunity 
to demonstrate their considerable talents in a Peugeot 207 
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S2000. After seven stages they were in sixth position overall 
having set a succession of impressive stage times on an 
event they were competing on for the fi rst time.
 IRC Manager Jean-Pierre Nicolas said: “It’s a very 
sad accident. The death of a 24-year-old young man at the 
start of a fantastic career is always a tragedy. From the 
start of this year, together with Craig Breen, Gareth has 
put in some excellent performances and the crew really got 
themselves noticed. There’s no doubt in my mind that these 
performances would have got even better. At this terrible 
time, I’m thinking very much of Gareth’s family, to whom all 
of us at Eurosport Events, the promoter of the IRC, pass on 
our sincere condolences.”
 Jan Kopecký was declared the winner of the event. 
He had trailed overnight leader Andreas Mikkelsen, in 
an identical Skoda Fabia S2000, by 4.5 seconds starting 
Saturday’s fi rst stage, but moved in front by going 5.3 
seconds quicker than the Norwegian, who reported being too 
cautious through the stage that was won by Giandomencio 
Basso in an M-Sport Ford Fiesta RRC. Basso was the highest-

placed Italian driver in third overall. Massimiliano Rendina 
and Simone Campedelli won the IRC Production Cup and IRC 
2WD Cup respectively.
 Mikkelsen, who won the IRC title in 2011 with co-
driver Ola Fløene, said: “I didn’t know Gareth very well, but 
he seemed like a really great guy and he was clearly a very 
good co-driver. Ola and I send our condolences to Gareth’s 
family, friends and to Craig.”
 Basso said: “This is one of those terrible, chance 
things that is very hard to believe. It’s a horrible situation we 
are all faced with together and I am so sad and sorry.”
 Paolo Andreucci, the six-time Targa Florio winner 
who fi nished fi fth on the event, said: “I feel very bad…very 
bad. Unfortunately a very talented young man has gone. In 
the fullness of time, maybe we need to look more in detail at 
the causes and what exactly happened to see if we can learn 
anything. But for now though, I’m just thinking of Gareth, 
Craig and his family.”

IRC Targa Florio Overall Final Classifi cation:
01) J. Kopecký/P. Dresler 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 - 01h 04m 59.1s
02) A. Mikkelsen/O. Fløene 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 0.8s
03) G. Basso/M. Dotta 
      M-Sport Ford Fiesta RRC + 02.5s
04) U. Scandola/G. D’Amore 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 23.5s
05) P. Andreucci/A. Andreussi 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 33.3s
06) M. Gamba/E. Inglesi 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 54.4s
07) S. Wiegand/T. Gottschalk 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 01m 08.7s
08) A. Perico/F. Carrara
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 01m 17.5s
09) M. Rendina/M. Pizzuti 
      Ralliart Lancer Evolution X + 04m 44.1s
10) R. Consani/N. Klinger
      Renault Mégane RS + 04m 58.6s

H&H



This weekend’s World Rally Championship (WRC) 
encounter at the Brother Rally New Zealand over roads 
in Northland, Kaipara, Auckland, Te Akau and Raglan 
districts celebrates a milestone in motorsport history 
as the 500th* round of the WRC.
 Since the inaugural event held in Monte Carlo, 19 – 
26 January 1973, the WRC has become the “Holy Grail” for 
drivers and manufacturers seeking world dominance in the 
Federation Internationale de L’Automobile (FIA) regulated 
series. Broadened to encompass New Zealand as a round 
from 1977, its reputation for having smooth, fast and fl owing 
roads set amidst stunning scenery has seen it become the 
longest serving Southern Hemisphere event in the sports 
history, out of the 31 countries the championship has been 
contested. Although the cars bear little resemblance to their 

predecessors, the 2012 event will take drivers over roads 
that are largely unchanged since they were fi rst used in the 
1970’s by original event organisers.
 Teams from a total of 22 different nations are based 
at Auckland’s Viaduct Events Centre for the week leading 
up to and including the three days of competition. The 
2012 event will also be the fi rst time the new generation 
World Rally Cars have been to New Zealand with Ford’s 
manufacturer entry running the Fiesta RS WRC while Citroën 
will front the DS3 WRC. Other brands competing include 
MINI, Skoda, Subaru, Mitsubishi and Proton.
 Having lately been remembered as an event 
that heightened the intensity of competition between the 
rival teams, the Brother Rally New Zealand has earned a 
reputation of splitting the winning margin by mere seconds 
after hundreds of competitive kilometres.
 This year could be an exception with most teams 
tipping Friday’s opening leg as being the decisive indicator 

as to the likely event winner. At 209.60km in competitive 
distance it is currently the longest of any WRC round held so 
far this year.
 “The fi rst day will be tough because the stages are 
long and there is just one short service zone to make repairs 
if we have problems,” says defending rally champion Jari-
Matti Latvala from the Ford World Rally Team. “We will have 
limited access to spare parts, so it’s vital to avoid mechanical 
issues. The famous Whaanga Coast stage will be run twice 
in the leg and it’s one of the most challenging tests in the 
championship. There are always dramas on those roads.
“It was the fi nal stage in 2010 and to come out of there and 
fi nd I had won the rally was a great, great moment after 
such a hard battle. Four of us had the chance to win but the 
stage caught out the three others. It is one of the sport’s 
great challenges.”
 Eight-time World Rally Champion and current title 
leader, Frenchman Sébastien Loeb has won here twice (2005 
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and 2008) out of six attempts: “This rally may well be the 
pinnacle when it comes to driving on gravel. It’s a bit like 
Finland… except the trees are much further back from the 
side of the road! It has often been said that it’s an extremely 
quick course, but I think it’s actually quite varied, with some 
really twisty sections. It is a rally where you need to be 
pushing all the time. If you’re not giving it 100 percent, you 
can see it in the times straight away,” says the 38-year-old.
 As well as the international contingent of 14 WRC 
cars, there are 14 in the Super 2000/Production World Rally 
Championship category (SWRC/PWRC). A further 16 teams 
round out the fi eld, of which 11 are contesting the fourth 
round of the Brian Green Property Group New Zealand Rally 
Championship, powered by Brother. It is also the second 
of only three events where all three WRC, SWRC, PWRC 
categories are present.

 Following two and a half days of reconnaissance, 
this Thursday’s focus is on the qualifying stage for the WRC 
teams being held near Helensville. That will be followed 
by a car and driver parade along Queen Street, downtown 
Auckland, from 16h30 local time. From there the cars 
will return to the Rally Village at the VEC where they will 
be parked out front before the drivers attend a second 
autograph signing session inside from 16h45. In the early 
evening the drivers get to pick their opening leg start order 
at the evening VIP and welcome function, based on the time 
they set in the morning qualifying – the fastest driver gets 
fi rst pick.
 Friday’s action is centred on Raglan with the teams 
making two loops of the roads both the north and south of 
the surf-side location, before returning to Auckland for an 
end-of-day service.

 Saturday is a journey toward Northland using roads 
from Maungaturoto in the south to Pukehuia in the north, 
with the midday service being held in Whangarei. The teams 
again return to Auckland for the evening halt, before the fi nal 
group of stages run over roads in the Komokoriki area on the 
Sunday.
 Sunday also includes a double run around 
Auckland’s domain super special stage starting from 9:44am, 
with a free shuttle bus running from Britomart’s Queen 
Street location. The special stage at the domain is also free 
to attend.
 Detailed spectator and ticket information and 
current news is available on the event website 
http://www.rallynz.org.nz or follow the event on Facebook or 
Twitter.
*Yet to be confi rmed by the FIA.

H&H



The Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) resumes 
on the Geko Ypres Rally in Belgium this weekend. 
Despite being one of the many success stories of the 
IRC, Ypres Rally organisers haven’t held back from 
revamping up to 60 percent of the asphalt showcase’s 
demanding route in northwest Belgium.
 An IRC highlight since the series began in 2007, the 
rally features a competitive distance of almost 300km over 
18 special stages. With the action contained in a fast and 
furious 30-hour window mainly on testing farmland roads, 
the task facing competitors is enormous.
 The fi ght for glory begins late in the afternoon 
on Friday with the fi rst of six stages, two of which will 
be repeated. The itinerary includes the new technically 
demanding Westouter plus the double-use Mesen-
Sauvegarde and Dikkebus tests.

 Following service and the overnight halt in Ypres, 
Saturday’s competition starts with the 26.75km Heuvelland 
test shortly before 11h00 local time. The stage, the fi rst of 
12 on Day Two, uses an all-new route for 2012 and is set to 
provide a tough early challenge.
 In other changes, the Proven-Vleteren stage has 
been rerouted and renamed Vleteren-Krombeke, while 
Kemmelberg has also been completely redesigned. Among 
the other highlights are two stages across the border in 
France, including the Wasquehal street run. But Ypres – or 
Ieper to Flemish speakers – is more than just a rally. The 
town, which was painstakingly rebuilt after it suffered heavy 
damage and loss of life during World War I, becomes the 
event’s epicentre for the duration of the event with the 
central service park, the Ieper Rally Center, dominating the 
famous Grote Markt and fi lling the surrounding streets. With 
tens of thousands of spectators fl ocking to the town to watch 
the numerous service halts and start and fi nish ceremonies, 
the atmosphere is electric, particularly when darkness falls. 

 Appearances can be deceptive in Ypres. While the 
stages, comprising mainly long, narrow and fl at straights 
and 90-degree junctions through areas of open farmland, 
appear tame, the competitive route is littered with hazards 
waiting to catch out the unwary driver. Drainage ditches 
and telegraph pylons pepper the roads, which can become 
notoriously slippery due to mud and gravel being dragged 
onto the surface by drivers taking ‘cuts’ through corners. 
With changeable weather conditions and stages run at 
night adding to the challenge, not to mention a condensed 
timetable, the Ypres Rally tests all participants to the limit.
 The proliferation of long straights and tight corners 
put the onus fi rmly on driver commitment and accurate 
pacenotes. With top speeds of up to 180kph being recorded, 
drivers have to judge their braking points to perfection to 
maximise the amount of speed they carry into and out of 
corners, meaning it’s not just the competitor with the most 
powerful engine and strongest brakes that wins.
  While drivers such as Luca Rossetti and Kris 
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Meeke won on their Ypres Rally debuts in 2007 and 2009 
respectively, local knowledge is considered essential, 
particularly knowing where to cut the tight corners and when 
to play safe by taking a more conventional line to avoid 
punctures. Belgian hero Freddy Loix is testament to that 
theory with a record seven victories.
 While established IRC regulars Juho Hänninen and 
Andreas Mikkelsen will be in the mix for victory on the Geko 
Ypres Rally, the return of IRC legend Freddy Loix provides 
added intrigue.
 Not only has the Belgian veteran won seven rounds 
of the IRC in the past, he is also a seven-time winner in 
Ypres, an event record. Co-driven by Lara Vanneste and back 
in a Peugeot 207 Super 2000 following two seasons spent 
competing in a Skoda Fabia S2000, Loix is set to fi ght for top 
spot on the narrow farmland stages he knows so well.
 Hänninen, meanwhile, starts his fi rst IRC counter 
since winning the Donnelly Group Circuit of Ireland Rally in 
April for Skoda Motorsport. However, the Finn’s focus will be 
on extending his lead in the European championship, which 
runs in tandem with the IRC. Defending champion Mikkelsen 

(Skoda UK Motorsport) will be out for revenge after crashing 
in Ypres last season.
 Other names expected to fi ght at the front include 
Ypres regular Pieter Tsjoen and Sweden’s Patrik Flodin, who 
begins his IRC campaign in a Petter Solberg Engineering 
M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 after a broken collarbone ruled 
him out in Corsica last month. Dream Team Ukraine duo 
Oleksandr Saliuk and Oleksiy Tamrazov will also compete in 
Fiestas.
 Andreas Aigner will be bidding to make it two wins 
out of two in the IRC Production Cup in the Stohl Racing 
Subaru Impreza R4 he shares with fellow Austrian Daniela 
Ertl. However, with Dutchman Jasper van den Heuvel set to 
offer a formidable challenge in his Ralliart Lancer R4, Aigner 
will face a diffi cult test. Belgium’s Kris Princen will also be 
a contender in his Renault Mégane RS, as will his younger 
countryman Matthias Boon in an Impreza. Dominique 
Bruyneel, Cédric De Cecco and Bob Colsoul have all been 
tipped for success while Renault privateer Robert Consani, 
the IRC Production Cup leader, Martinique driver Johan 
Heloïse and Ukrainian Vitaliy Pushkar will also chase honours.

 Kris Princen is also eligible for the IRC 2WD Cup 
in his front-wheel-drive Renault and the local hero will be 
one of the favourites for glory. Martin Kangur will head the 
Honda charge in his Civic Type R, while Germany’s Christian 
Riedemann, French rising talent Quentin Gilbert and 
Briton Harry Hunt will fi ght hard in their Citroën DS3 R3Ts. 
Luxembourg’s Hugo Arellano, who has Chilean ancestry, 
is one of several leading M-Sport Ford Fiesta R2 drivers 
in action, while Caren Burton, Cédric Cherain and Kevin 
Demaerschalk are among a number of rapid Belgian drivers 
chasing class success. Mark Donnelly will be one to watch in 
his Renault Clio R3, as will leading female drivers Molly Taylor 
from Australia and Ekaterina Stratieva from Bulgaria.
 
Event Essentials:
Starts: Ieper Rally Center, Ypres, 16h25, 22 June
Finishes: Ieper Rally Center, Ypres, 22h30, 23 June
Entries: 99; IRC appearances: Five (2007-11); Stages: 
18; Stage distance: 287.66km; Liaison: 381.67km; Total: 
669.33km. H&H
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The World Rally Championship’s visit to the Greek 
gravel stages saw yet another closely fought battle 
for overall honours between Sebastien Loeb (Citroën 
Total World Rally Team) and the two hard-charging 

Ford World Rally Team’s Fiesta RS WRCs of Jari-Matti 
Latvala and Petter Solberg. The outcome of the rally 
result was decided in the favour of Loeb after Solberg 
crashed out, and Loeb’s Finnish team-mate Mikko 
Hirvonen powering to steal a one-two fi nish for the 
French team.
 Handbrakes & Hairpins was there, chewing on the 

dirt in our teeth as we clenched our jaws when the mighty 
machines thundered past. This rally was dry and dusty, with 
rainy weather thrown in too. This just added to the intensity 
that is the Acropolis Rally of Greece. Enjoy Part Two of our 
visual tour of this fast-paced event!
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Rumour has it that Giniel de Villiers, former winner of the Dakar Rumour has it that Giniel de Villiers, former winner of the Dakar 
Rally for Volkswagen Motorsport, will once again compete in the Rally for Volkswagen Motorsport, will once again compete in the 
South African Rally Championship. The talented driver will drive a South African Rally Championship. The talented driver will drive a 
Toyota Auris S2000 (as pictured in Leeroy Poulter’s Castrol Team Toyota Auris S2000 (as pictured in Leeroy Poulter’s Castrol Team 
Toyota Auris S2000 factory rally monster) in the remaining rounds Toyota Auris S2000 factory rally monster) in the remaining rounds 
of the season, his fi rst event most likely next month’s Volkswagen of the season, his fi rst event most likely next month’s Volkswagen 
Rally. Last year he competed with a Volkswagen Polo S2000 to great Rally. Last year he competed with a Volkswagen Polo S2000 to great 
success. It will be exciting to see this star back in a rally car!success. It will be exciting to see this star back in a rally car!
Picture: Evan Rothman.Picture: Evan Rothman.
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