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Hand built & designed for - 

• Increased driver safety  

• Enhanced driver feel  

• Reduced driver fatigue  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Six point mounting method 

• HANS compatible 

• 6 point harness compatible 

• Air duct cooling 

• Fire retardant fabric cover 

• Composite or kevlar shell construction 

• FIA approved 
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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Ostberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Contributors Liga Stirna, Patrick Vermaak, Motorpics, 
Newspress.
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally?  Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally?  White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATIONADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

In 2012, we will bring YOU:

more opinions

more photographs

more competitions

more videos

as you ASKED for in 2011!

http://www.facebook.com/HandHmag
http://twitter.com/Evan_Rothman


Three rallies into his Class S2000 Challenge career, Gugu Zulu Three rallies into his Class S2000 Challenge career, Gugu Zulu 
(and co-driver Carl Peskin) is shining in his BP Volkswagen Polo (and co-driver Carl Peskin) is shining in his BP Volkswagen Polo 
S2000. Twice in the top ten overall positions against newer S2000. Twice in the top ten overall positions against newer 
specifi cation S2000 machinery, the former Class A5 Champion is specifi cation S2000 machinery, the former Class A5 Champion is 
wowing his legions of fans with his impressive adaptability and wowing his legions of fans with his impressive adaptability and 
speed.speed.
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From the Western Cape Regional Rally Championship 
to the South African Rally Championship, and now the 
FIA WRC Academy, Ashley Haigh-Smith’s career is 
moving as fast as his Ford Fiesta R2. The Capetonian 
has been behind the steering wheel of a rally car for a 
handful number of years already despite his 19 years 
of age.

 Ashley obviously loves a challenge: the Western 
Cape Regional Rally Championship and the South African 
Rally Championship are highly regarded for offering rally 
crews strong competition. And now he’s competing in the 
FIA WRC Academy and has to fi ght to not only be noticed 
amongst arguably the most talented group of young rally 
drivers in the world, but most score points and keep his cool 
in the car to record fi nishes.

H&H: You’ve not had the best of luck in 2012 in the 

South African Rally Championship. Of the three rounds 
thus far, you’ve suffered two retirements due to six 
punctures (three in one stage, and then three again). 
But, you’ve also won the opening round. How have you 
felt about this season?
AHS: This season has been one of mixed emotions. Two 
weeks prior to WRC Vodafone Rallye de Portugal we would 
be starting in the Academy, but loss of sponsors and funding 
meant we had to take a miss on the fi rst round and try to 
regroup and aim to compete in the remainder of the season. 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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But, yes, with two non-fi nishes in the fi rst two rounds of the 
SARC and a SupeRally fi nish on the last round plus the non-
fi nish in Greece, it has not been great. But, from every rally 
we have walked away with lots of knowledge; let’s say more 
positives than negatives - now we must just fi nd that “click”, 
but on every event we have shown the pace in the SARC and 
now we must put it all together for the remaining rounds 
starting with one of my favorites, Port Elizabeth’s Volkswagen 
Rally next weekend.

H&H: What are your aims for the 2012 season? What 
do you aim to take home after this busy season of 
competition?
AHS: Well, our aims at the beginning of the year were of 
course to win the 2WD and Class S1600 Championships in 

the SARC and then the WRC Academy. After the last three 
rounds, there’s still a strong chance of a win in the S1600 
category, but for the 2WD it is more unlikely because of the 
points structure. We will still give it our best try as it’s never 
over until it’s signed, stamped and behind the clear glass 
with “offi cial” on it.
 As for the WRC Academy it’s really tough, after 
Greece I have had a lot to do and so much more preparation 
than before and work on a helluva lot of things, so every 
rally we are trying to improve and close the seconds per 
kilometre down to Alistair Fisher and Elfyn Evans.

H&H: Any plans to relocate to the United Kingdom 
or Europe (as Molly Taylor did) to further your rally 
ambitions? 

AHS: I believe I can compete overseas and win the SA 
National Championship – like other international drivers you 
gain a lot of “airtime” and they seem to pull it off so I will 
defi nitely give it my best shot. Time will tell!

H&H: With a few international rallies under your belt 
now, what has been your biggest learning step? What 
have you adapted in your driving style?
AHS: The biggest step is having to learn to do my own 
notes. Recce at fi rst has been the hardest and also to write 
your notes fi rst time, check them and then drive at 100 
percent committed speeds is quite demanding and you 
need that confi dence in your notes to go fast. Don’t forget 
Finland will again be Craig [Parry] and myself, our fourth 
rally together, and only the second recce ever in my life! But, 



together I believe we can improve to the top; I am really 
lucky to have an experienced navigator next to me.
 As to my driving style, again the changes have been 
the lines (racing lines, as people know it). The lines they 
take are awesome and crazy, but yet they’re superfast and 
you always have to be on them at all times to be fast. That’s 
the difference as our roads down here in South Africa have 
not been used for say 40 odd years so our lines are quite 
different.

H&H: Once the balaclava and helmet go on, and 
the countdown lights start, does that feel the same 
as when you line up for a Western Cape Regional 
Rally Championship event, a South African Rally 
Championship event when on an international stage 

with drivers such as Pontus Tidemand and the other 
win-hungry WRC academy stars around you?
AHS: Yes I do. I try to put in the same effort before an event 
as I do for a WRC event, but I’ve got to say the WRC is a 
lot more concentrated and more “in it” you could say than 
a national event, plus on regional’s we are using them as a 
practice to try different settings, etc. And on top of that I 
have had a new navigator for every event - not a bad thing 
though, but it is to improve and develop people to come up 
in our sport.

H&H: South African Rally Championship fans are 
itching to know, as are the many international readers 
of Handbrakes & Hairpins: how do the WRC events 
compare to National rallies?

AHS: Let’s say the scale and event size, especially the 
distance, is much more demanding than here in the national 
scene. The rules and everything implemented is on another 
scale again as they are strict on everything and the standard 
is very high. 
 As for the roads they are totally wicked, but so 
are South Africa’s such as the Swartland Rally, Sabie, Port 
Elizabeth and Knysna they are all incredible. 
 The competition is much tougher overseas; they 
commit 110 perent to their notes and roads as everyone is 
a challenger, so you need good notes and recce to bring it to 
that level.

H&H: What does a WRC event entail for you? How 
much preparation do you put in?



AHS: A WRC event entails us arriving eight days or so before 
the rally, documentation is normally on a Sunday or even an 
early morning Monday with us then having two to three days 
of recce. Shakedown is the day before or on the starting day 
normally in the morning because we have a ceremonial start 
that evening. We then rally from the Thursday to Saturday as 
we don’t do the full rally as per the WRC. Then a debrief that 
evening after the prize-giving and fi nally a little night “jol” 
with the crews and then head home on the Sunday or fi rst 
thing Monday as the following weekend normally consists of 
a South African round of the National Championship. 
 As per preparation before a rally, this would consist 
of training and watching as much onboard footage as I can 
get my hands on as well as working on my notes as I have 
six years to catch up!

H&H: In the WRC Academy, who are you focusing on 
as your strongest rival? And in South Africa?
AHS: We are all good friends in the Academy, but I am 

aiming to be posting top three times consistantly by the end 
of the year, but one has to “walk before he can run” so at the 
moment I probably say Chris Du Plessis is my fi rst rival! He 
is really a decent ‘oke’ so it’s always great fun to compare 
times. 
 In South Africa this season we have seen plenty of 
upsets and everyone’s got the potential to win but the last 
two seasons it is normally been Tjaart [Conradie], Morne 
[Janse van Rensburg], Craig [Trott] and Guy [Botterill], all 
really quick but even since the A5 days Morne has posted 
some really quick times.

H&H: How does your WRC Academy Ford Fiesta R2 
compare/differ to your Fiesta R2 as used in the South 
African events?
AHS: Actually not much at all. It is just that we can change 
a lot of setups down here in South Africa and have more 
freedom to adjust the car. In the Academy, we are limited to 
only Bottle clicks and rebound (only in the front) brake bias 

and of course tyre pressures.

H&H: Favourite airport?
AHS: It has to be Dubai: We always fl y there, but Cathay 
Pacifi c Airport is stunning.

Favourite activity to kill time on the planes and in 
airports?
AHS: Listen to music, sleep, read some books and 
magazines, and don’t leave out reading the regs for the rally 
ahead.

H&H: Favourite WRC driver you’ve met?
AHS: Ari Vatanen and Phil Short (a co-driver, I know...) but 
both have given me unreal advice. H&H
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Sebastien Loeb struck gold on his fi rst ever visit to the 
USA, winning the Rallycross event organised as part of 
the X Games Los Angeles 2012. After clear wins in his 
heat and the fi nal in his Citroën DS3 XL, it only took 

the eight-time World Rally Champion a day to make a 
name for himself on the other side of the Atlantic!
 A few days after winning Rally New Zealand, 
Sébastien Loeb headed for California to take part in the X 
Games Los Angeles. Competing in his 545hp Citroën DS3 XL, 
Seb got his fi rst glimpse of the city-centre circuit designed 
for the event. Surrounded by concrete barriers and with no 

run-off areas, the venue witnessed some spectacular crashes 
during free practice. Toomas Heikkinen and Marcus Grönholm 
were among those who were caught out, ruling them out 
of the race. The competition started on Sunday with three 
qualifying heats designed to determine the starting grid for 
the fi nal. One of the favourites, Travis Pastrana was shunted 
into the wall at the fi rst corner. Sébastien Loeb managed 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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to take the lead and win his heat. He set the fastest time 
overall in the heats, over three seconds ahead of Tanner 
Foust, the reigning Global Rallycross Champion.
 In the space of a few minutes, the Frenchie had 
gone from being practically unknown in Los Angeles to 
making a name for himself; suddenly, there were a lot more 
requests for autographs and photos! However, Loeb still 
had to convert his strong showing in the heats into victory 
in the fi nal, which featured ten cars. After a perfect start, 
Seb moved to the front and immediately built up a small 
lead. The race was interrupted, however, on lap two due to 
collision which blocked the track. Frustration was beginning 
to show among the drivers, several of whom then jumped 
the restart. The fi nal was therefore started for the third 

time and the Citroën driver – calm and collected as ever 
– rocketed out front for the ‘holeshot’ again. After quickly 
establishing a lead of a few seconds over
 Ken Block, Seb could relax at the front when the 
American was hit by a puncture. He coasted to victory before 
then picking up his gold medal on the podium! “It was a 
great end to the weekend and obviously, I’m really pleased 
to win the gold medal, but I must admit I’m fi nding it hard to 
really enjoy it when my ‘best enemy’ Marcus Grönholm is in 
hospital after his crash”, said Sébastien. “We were both very 
much looking forward to racing against each other here and 
it’s a shame that it didn’t happen. This was my fi rst rallycross 
race but I quickly realised that the start would be crucial. As 
I was a little faster than the others in free practice, I knew 

that if I had got away well at the start, I’d be almost certain 
of winning. I came here hoping I’d win and that’s exactly 
what happened!”
 “After having shown off the brilliance of Créative 
Technologie on roads all around the world, Citroën Racing 
and Sébastien Loeb have won on a new surface and in a new 
category,” said a visibly pleased Yves Matton, Citroën Racing 
Team Principal. “As everything was new to us, we made 
sure we were very thorough in our preparations. Once we 
were there, we discovered a very – sometimes too – relaxed 
atmosphere, but we managed to avoid the pitfalls to go and 
grab the win. Congratulations to the team for their hard 
work, and I’d particularly like to thank Kenneth Hansen for 
his sound advice as regards strategy.” H&H



The 30th running of the annual Volkswagen Rally 
takes place on Friday and Saturday, 13 and 14 July, in 
Port Elizabeth and surroundings. This popular event on 
the South African national rally calendar will see the 
cream of South Africa’s rally fraternity in action on a 
combination of tar and gravel stages.
 Competitors in the 2012 Volkswagen Rally will 
make the traditional Auto Pavilion start outside of the main 

gate of the Volkswagen plant in Uitenhage where the public 
will enjoy free entry to the museum for the day. This is 
also a good time for rally fans to meet their favourite rally 
competitors and take the opportunity to collect autographs 
and take a few photos with their motorsport heroes.
 “The Volkswagen Rally is one of the best rallies on 
the national calendar,” says Mike Rowe, head of Volkswagen 
Motorsport. “It is well organised and run by the Algoa Rally 
Association and route organiser Joe Fourie celebrates his 
21st Volkswagen Rally with us this year. There is a dedicated 
team of enthusiasts who ensure the event is as good as it 

could possibly be and this shows in the organisation.”
 Volkswagen has sponsored the Volkswagen Rally 
since 1982, an event that has a large following amongst 
rally fans who turn out in high numbers to watch their rally 
favourites in action.
 When the fl ag drops for the start of the Volkswagen 
Rally competitors will fi nd themselves contesting stages in 
Gamtoos, the Longmore Forest, Uitenhage, Port Elizabeth 
Oval Track Raceway (PEOTR) in Greenbushes and will also 
contest the very popular Kings Beach spectator stage which 
is the traditional grand fi nale.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Evan Rothman
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 “This year promises to be a very good event,” says 
route organiser Joe Fourie. “Good rains in the area have 
signifi cantly reduced the fi re risk in the Longmore Forest, the 
roads are in good condition and there are even a couple of 
new stages as well. We’re all anticipating the 30th running 
of the Volkswagen Rally is going to be one of the best we’ve 
had.”
 Competitors in the Volkswagen Rally will face one 
of the two new stages right at the start of the event when 
they head to Melon in the Gamtoos area. Here Fourie has 
indicated the fi eld will face a challenging, but extremely good 

fi rst stage.
 “That fi rst stage hasn’t been used for many years,” 
says Fourie. “It is a good distance, at 10.5 km long, but 
the competitors will fi nd themselves in competition on 
a stage that would do a round of the WRC (World Rally 
Championship) proud. It’ll really wake them up and get the 
rally off to a good start.”
 Five stages await the Volkswagen Rally competitors 
on Friday with a further seven scheduled for Saturday – of 
which three will be duplicated from day one of the rally.
 The focus for the event is on providing a challenging 

rally for competitors while retaining the high level of 
spectator-friendliness for which the Volkswagen Rally is 
known.
 “Accessibility is a big issue on a rally,” says 
Fourie. “Getting rally fans to good viewing points while not 
interfering with the rally itself is a challenge. The popularity 
of the Volkswagen Rally amongst spectators is legendary and 
we do everything we can to make it as easy as possible for 
them to be a part of the action.” H&H



PARC FERME



At the Geko Ypres Rally, last month’s round of 
the European Rally Championship (ERC) and the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) in the 
picturesque town of Ypres in Belgium, Australian Molly 
Taylor (and co-driven by Englishman Seb Marshall) 
concluded the race with honour despite the diffi culties 
encountered in the fi rst special stages.
 During the fi rst day of competition, the United 
Business crew experienced a slight off in the fi rst special 
stage, but despite the damages they were able to complete 

the fi rst three special stages and return to the Service Park 
where the team promptly repaired the Citroën DS3 R3 to 
allow them to continue and complete the fi rst leg. During the 
second and fi nal day of the rally, Molly and Seb progressively 
improved their results thanks to the increasingly greater 
feeling reached with the car.
 Molly Taylor said: “After the time lost in the fi rst 
stage we stuck to bringing the car back to service, where 
the Team did a fantastic job to put it back on track. Then in 
the second loop on Friday and on Saturday we chose only to 
gain experience rather than overdoing it, there is so much 
to learn! On the special stages on Saturday we went always 
better event though not as we wanted, but we focused on 

reaching the fi nish. This is the fi rst race, a very diffi cult one 
which I did not know, as it was the fi rst time I drove the 
Citroen DS3 R3 on event, to take it to the fi nish was the goal 
that Pier Liberali of United Business had given us, we reached 
it, for the next races in our programme I know that we will 
always do better, because what I have available, Pirelli tyres, 
car and team are a great sporting and technical package. 
Race after race, we will have plenty of  satisfaction”.
 The next events, as per schedule for the United 
Business crew, will be in Italy at the Rally Coppa Città 
di Lucca followed by Neste Rally Finland and ADAC Rally 
Deutschland.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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Citroën Junior World Rally Team’s Thierry Neuville will 
join Martin Prokop (Czech World Rally Team) and Mads 
Østberg (Adapta World Rally Team) in the upcoming 
auto24 Rally Estonia to be held on 20 - 21 July in 
southern Estonia. This is also a historical moment as 
the Citroen DS3 WRC has never before competed in 
Estonia or in the Baltic states.
 It is a good news for the competition aspect too: 
Thierry Neuville is clearly a strong candidate besides the 
other WRC aces aim to win the auto24 Rally Estonia - the 
biggest motorsport event in the Baltics.
 Thierry Neuville is a 24-year-old Citroen Junior Team 

driver from Belgium and is a very talented young driver with 
lot of potential. In his debut season in the WRC, he has been 
showing good pace and claiming strong results. His best 
result came from the recent Brother Rally New Zealand and 
Rally Argentina where he was fi fth in both events. In overall 
standings he holds eighth place. Before his debut season in 
the WRC, Thierry Neuville has competed also in J-WRC and 
the IRC. In 2011, he won the IRC’s Tour de Corse Rally and 
the Rallye Sanremo. 
 “From Sébastien Loeb to Kimi Räikkönen, Citroën 
Racing has entered its drivers in additional rallies to those 
in the WRC to help them prepare for the specifi c challenges 
of the terrains in question. As replacing a test session by 
taking part in this rally doesn’t result in extra cost we felt 
that Rally Estonia was the best possible training for Nicolas 

and Thierry,” says Benoît Nogier, director of Citroën Racing 
Technologies. “With its crests and high-speed blind corners, 
Finland is like no other rally,” says Thierry. “In New Zealand 
we showed that we could run at high speeds without making 
any mistakes. I feel that I’m improving race after race, but I 
mustn’t relax and I must keep on working. It’s a great help 
to  take part in a similar rally that’ll give us an idea of what 
to expect in Finland. We can work on all the following points: 
discover new stage in racing conditions, refi ne my note-
taking system and optimise the car’s setup, especially as the 
rally has over 160km special stages,” told Thierry Neuville to 
http://www.wrc.com.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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Manfred Stohl made a popular and welcome return to the World Manfred Stohl made a popular and welcome return to the World 
Rally Championship in New Zealand last weekend, sitting in the Rally Championship in New Zealand last weekend, sitting in the 
Brazil World Rally Team’s Ford Fiesta RS WRC for regular driver Brazil World Rally Team’s Ford Fiesta RS WRC for regular driver 
Daniel Oliviera. Stohl showed his smooth driving style and mature Daniel Oliviera. Stohl showed his smooth driving style and mature 
head on his shoulders to set solid and competitive stage times.head on his shoulders to set solid and competitive stage times.
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