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News
the world’s latest rally news



Featuring European rally championships, British rally championships, Rally America 
events, international rally results and videos, as well as S2000 and WRC news.

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF RALLYING

        www.rallybuzz.com

The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

The British-based works Proton squad is set to fi eld a two-car 
team in next year’s Intercontinental Rally Challenge.   

With backing from the Malaysian car giant, the team made 
its IRC debut on the Belgium Ypres Rally last June. Although 
it expanded to running two cars on Barum Czech Rally Zlin in 
August, it concentrated on fi elding a single entry on all other 
events it has contested.   “

Next year is going to be a busy year for us with two cars in the 
IRC,” said team principal Chris Mellors.   

Alister McRae, who scored Proton’s fi rst IRC podium on Rally of 
Scotland, is likely to continue with the team in 2010 although 
several other drivers are also under consideration.   

“We hope Alister will be involved with the programme next 
year but there are a lot of drivers we’re talking to,” said 
Mellors. “We’re going to be testing the car in December with 
some very interesting people. We’re very excited.”
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com

British-based works Proton team 
plans two-car attack for IRC in 2010 

Organisers of RACMSA Rally of Scotland believe they have 
a lot to be proud about after the country hosted its fi rst 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge event earlier this month.   

The gravel rally, which enjoyed live television coverage on 
Eurosport, brought the curtain down on the IRC season and 
received glowing praise from competitors.   

Iain Campbell, the clerk of the course, said: “It’s been a team 
that has put this all together and I’m proud of the whole team. 
It’s been a steep learning curve but all stages started on time 
despite the diffi cult weather conditions. Also, the battle for 
the lead was nip and tuck to the fi nish and that made it very 
exciting.”   

Rally of Scotland will return to the IRC calendar in 2010 
when it forms the 11th and penultimate round of the series 
from October 14-16. Before then, Campbell plans to have 
introduced several improvements.   

“We’re looking mainly for sunshine but we will be making some 
tweaks to the format,” he said.   
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com

Rally of Scotland organisers are 
proud of inaugural IRC event

The latest edition of  Pirelli World Rallying, now in it’s 32nd 
year, is about to hit the shops, just in time to make a rally 
fan’s Christmas.

This year’s volume, written by renowned rally journalist 
Martin Holmes, has all the facts and fi gures from each round 
of the 2009 World Rally Championship along with individual 
reports on the various FIA’s regional series, including the 
IRC and detailed results on the International and national 
championships from around the world.

The forward to the book has been written by Petter 
Solberg, one of the most popular driver’s in the World Rally 
Championship.

As well as detailed information from the rallies the book also 
looks at the career of Ulster rally driver Kris Meeke who this 
year was crowned the 2009 Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
champion. There is also an article about the golden age of 
Italian rallying with Abarth’s former chief engineer Sergio 
Limone, who relatess the inside stories of Italy’s time at the 
forefront of rallying.

With new regulations looming for the sport there is an in-depth 
look at the development of the Ford Fiesta Super 2000 car.
All the regular features of the book, including analysis of 
technical developments, Maurice Selden’s photography, records 
of the sport’s top drivers etc, appear as usual.
 
Also in this edition, we can look forward to the following:
• BIG MAN IN A LITTLE RED SAAB - Erik Carlsson, the 
legendary driver whose multiple Monte Carlo and RAC Rally 
successes changed the image of the marque.
• RALLYING IN THE NEW WORLD - The story of 30 years of 
rallying in Brazil.
• PIRELLI STAR DRIVER - How the Class of 2009 fared this 
year and what 2010 promises.
• DIARY - Highlights of the 2009 season, from the latest 
developments to the unusual stories.
 
The book is available at £24.95 from all good bookshops, on 
the internet, or directly from the distributors in each country.
ISBN No: 978-0-9545433-8-9.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

Pirelli World Rallying annual to hit 
bookstores this week

Sebastian Vettel is keen to contest a rallying competition this 
winter, according to the German newspaper Bild-Zeitung.
The Red Bull driver joked to Switzerland’s Motorsport Aktuell: 
“Rallying for us Formula One drivers is strongly in fashion.”

Jean-Marie Cuoq wins 2009 Rallye 
Terre du Vaucluse in France
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Formula 1 star Kimi Raikkonen is understood to be ready to 
sign a deal with Citroen to drive a C4 World Rally Car on all 13 
rounds of the 2010 World Rally Championship.

Nothing is signed yet, but a source close to the 2007 F1 World 
Champion told wrc.com that only small details needed to be 
tied-up before an offi cial announcement is made in the coming 
days.

The Finn’s 2010 WRC programme is understood to have been 
funded by Red Bull, one of Raikkonen’s personal sponsors, and 
a major backer of Citroen’s World Rally campaign.

Long time rally fan Raikkonen is able to tackle the World Rally 
Championship season thanks to his decision to take a one year 
sabbatical from Formula 1.

Raikkonen’s only WRC experience to date came on this year’s 
Rally Finland, where he impressed in an Abarth Grande Punto 
S2000. Despite engine problems he was placed 15th overall 
when he crashed his car into a ditch on the second day.

If Raikkonen does make the switch to Citroen power for 2010, 
he’ll be in good company. Six-time World Rally Champion 
Sebastien Loeb has won 26 rallies in the C4 and recently 
admitted it was his favourite competition car of all time.
 
In 2008, WRC was covered by 188 countries via 228 
broadcasters, with a total audience of over 633 million plus 12 
million visitors to wrc.com. 2009 will see a total of 12 rallies 
staged across the world in Ireland, Norway, Cyprus, Portugal, 
Argentina, Italy, Greece, Poland, Finland, Australia, Spain and 
Great Britain. For more information please visit www.wrc.com.
- Credit: www.wrc.com

Kimi Raikkonen is close to signing 
deal with Citroen for WRC in 2010

Valentino Rossi fi nishes second 
overall at Monza Rally Show
Seven-time MotoGP champion Valentino Rossi fi nished second 
at the Monza Rally Show at the weekend, driving a Ford Focus 
RS WRC.

The Italian, and his co-driver Carlo Cassina, won the event in 
2006 and looked on course to notch up a second victory before 
a spin dropped them behind the eventual winner, factory Audi 
driver Rinaldo Capello, in a Citroen C4 WRC.

Double world rally champions Marcus Gronholm and co-driver 
Timo Rautiainen fi nished fourth in a Subaru Impreza World 
Rally Car. 

Rossi, 30, is a long-time supporter of the Monza event, 
which his fi rst tackled in 1995 after he won the 125cc world 
championship. A keen rally fan, Rossi has since tackled three 
WRC rallies alongside Cassina, with his best result coming on 
Rally New Zealand in 2006, where he fi nished 11th in a Subaru 
Impreza WRC.

Full event report and action photographs in next week’s issue 
of HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS!

The bond that has existed between Sebastien Loeb and 
Dominique Heintz and PH-Sport since 1997 is poised to take a 
fresh turn, since Loeb and Heintz have decided to join forces 
with PH-Sport with a view to taking the adventure to new 
heights.

Sebastien Loeb’s collaboration with the Haute Marne-based 
rally tuning specialist dates back to the preparation of the 
Frenchman’s Peugeot 106 Rallye in 1997, before continuing
successfully over the ensuing years and culminating in the 
2001 Junior World Rally Championship (JWRC) title with 
the Citroen Saxo Kit-Car. Since then, the two parties have 
remained in close contact, with Loeb regularly competing at 
the wheel of PH-Sportprepared cars. And while the Alsace-born 
driver focused on notching up six consecutive crowns with 
Citroen in the World Rally Championship, PH-Sport was busy 
taking its score to three JWRC titles (2001, 2002 and 2008). 

Indeed, the combination of the two parties’ varying 
experiences at the sport’s highest level promises to be one of 
the key strengths of the new association.

“I am delighted to be associated in this adventure with Bernard 
Piallat and Dominique Heintz,” enthuses Sébastien Loeb. “I 
see it as an exciting opportunity for my personal future in 
motorsport. I’m not yet thinking in terms of retiring, but it’s 
something I need to start planning for! I chose PH-Sport 
because I know it is a very competent and highly professional
operation. The combined experience of Bernard Piallat, his 
team, Dominique Heintz – thanks to whom I fi rst became 
involved in rallying – and myself will enable PH-Sport to play a 
part in helping upcoming drivers, for example.”

Loeb and Heintz join forces with 
PH-Sport for 2010 and beyond

Vettel, 22, is referring to the recent rally exploits of Kimi 
Raikkonen and Robert Kubica, amid reports Heikki Kovalainen 
is also hoping for an outing ahead of the 2010 F1 season.

Bild, however, said that Red Bull team boss Christian Horner 
is not currently releasing Vettel for a competitive rally, on 
grounds of safety.

Commenting during his trip to Rally Finland in August, Vettel 
said: “This is my fi rst time at the World Rally Championship 
and it’s been fascinating,” said the German. “It is high speed 
and it’s nice to be out at the stages to watch it, although 
unfortunately I’m not driving!

“It is nearly as quick as F1, but with no run off and on gravel. I 
was able to get some advice from Sebastien Loeb, and there is 
no one better. I have plenty to do in F1, but who knows maybe 
one day I will compete in the WRC - I wouldn’t mind doing 
some drives in the future.”
- Credit: GMM and www.RallyBuzz.com



French driver Pierre Campana has claimed second place in the 
hotly-fought Renault Clio R3 class on the Rallye du Var, the 
fi nal round of the French Championship. 

The 24-year-old was in the lead right up until the fi nal two 
stages, when a puncture dropped him down the order.   

Nonetheless, second place means that he fi nishes with a 
podium result in the overall West European Clio Trophy - 
despite taking part in only two rallies. Combined with a 
spectacular win in Sanremo two months ago, the Rallye du 
Var result has underlined Campana’s status a real star of the 
future.   

The all-asphalt Rallye du Var is based in the coastal resort 
of Sainte Maxime on the famous Cote d’Azur in France. 
Containing a challenging variety of mountain roads, it proved 
a stern test for all the competitors. Heavy rain on the fi nal day 
made the conditions even more delicate, and as always, tyre 
choice was crucial.   

The rally started on Friday with three stages, run in mixed 
wet and dry conditions. Despite experiencing a few problems 
with shock absorber settings, Pierre led after the opening 
leg. He extended his lead during the second day to pull out a 
39-second advantage and claim 11th overall, despite losing 
more than 40 seconds with a spin on some loose gravel in the 
morning.   

But a puncture on the fi nal morning meant that he had to 
concede victory, after a thrilling fi ght to the fi nish. Sunday’s 
three stages were run in heavy rain, and Pierre also had to 

Pierre Campana impresses in Renault 
Clio R3 in Rallye du Var

stop at one point to de-mist his windscreen.   

However, the Corsican and his co-driver Sabrina de Castelli 
were absolutely delighted with their performance on their 
fi rst visit to the challenging Rallye du Var. As usual, Pierre’s 
Munaretto-run Renault Clio carried backing from his long-time 
sponsor Yacco and used tyres supplied by BFGoodrich.   

“It’s a great way to fi nish the season, and to claim third overall 
in the West European Clio Trophy, despite having only two 
participations, is an unexpected bonus,” concluded Pierre, who 
is managed by Quadra Sports. “I’ve enjoyed a fantastic year 
and there are several people who I would like to thank. Yacco’s 
support has been invaluable and BFGoodrich have supplied us 
with some excellent tyres. I’d also like to thank Munaretto for 
building a consistently good car, and Quadra Sports for their 
help and guidance. We’ve faced some really big challenges this 
year, but it’s been our most successful season yet. Now I really 
look forward to continuing this adventure in 2010, and we will 
be fi nalising our plans over the next month or so.”   
- Credit: www.quadrasports.com

Portugal’s Bernardo Sousa has become the third driver in a 
fortnight to switch cars to one of M-Sport’s new Fiesta S2000s 
and sign up to next year’s inaugural WRC Cup.

Sousa, 22, will compete against former WRC works team 
drivers Janne Tuohino and Xevi Pons who have also registered 
for the FIA’s latest championship in identical cars.
Sousa has tackled the Production Car World Rally 
Championship for the last two seasons, driving a Group N 
Mitsubishi Lancer in 2008, before switching to a Super 2000 
Abarth Grande Punto in 2009.

The Madeira-born youngster fi nished 10th in the P-WRC this 
year, after failing to fi nish four of his six rallies - twice because 
of mechanical problems. Feeling he wasn’t going to get much 
more from his car, Sousa decided it was time for a change.

“I think everyone saw that the Punto wasn’t that competitive 
- at least not as much as we thought it would be at the 
beginning of the season,” Sousa told wrc.com. “If we want to 
try and get to fi rst position we needed to change. The Punto 
hasn’t evolved, and it was the fi rst to be built to the Super 
2000 rules so we need to change it. I’m sure that the Fiesta is 
the best car on the market.”

Sousa’s Fiesta will be run by M-sport in 2010 - bringing an end 
to his association with the Italian Procar Rally Team which ran 
his Punto.

“With M-Sport and the Fiesta I think we’re going to be with 
the best team and the best car,” said Sousa. “I think this 
combination will help us achieve the best results. Also, it looks 
like Xevi Pons will be a new team-mate, and that’s going to be 
great. I’m sure we’ll get along very well, and having drivers 
like him in the team is good for the development of the car.”

Sousa’s WRC Cup programme starts with the fi rst rally of the 

Bernardo Sousa switches to Ford 
Fiesta S2000 for 2010 season

Said Dominique Heintz, who played a big role during Sebastien 
Loeb’s fi rst steps in motorsport: “Today’s announcement is 
the coming to fruition of a project that goes back some time. 
Our collaboration with Bernard Piallat began by chance on 
the 1997 Rallye des Vins-Macon and started with him running 
Sebastien’s 106 before he became our technical partner in the 
days of the Saxo Kit-Car. We have shared some memorable 
moments together, but we have been through some very 
complex times, too. Our association is now poised to continue
in another form. I have always wanted to see Sebastien take 
over one day and invest in a structure that will be able to help 
young drivers. Between the three of us, we will do our best
to provide the best possible package to ambitious youngsters 
looking to climb the motor sport ladder.”

“The adventure is going to continue,” notes Bernard Piallat. 
“Today’s association is the fruit of the mutual confi dence that 
has grown up between us. We started out together and we
began to grow together, but then our paths separated, albeit 
in parallel directions. We never lost contact, however, and I am 
extremely happy that Sebastien and Dominique have decided
to join forces with us. We all share the same determination 
to invest in motor sport and we intend to pool our respective 
expertise with a view to grooming motivated young drivers and
helping them steer clear of certain errors.”
- Credit: PH-Sport



year in Sweden, and includes the rounds in Jordan, Portugal, 
Germany, France, Japan and Great Britain. “This will be 
my third year in the WRC and I hope that with a bit more 
experience I can get some top fi ve fi nishes, and maybe some 
podiums on events we know a bit better,” said Sordo.
- Credit: www.wrc.com

Figures compiled by the World Rally Championship’s sole tyre 
supplier Pirelli show that of the 9,000 tyres used in this year’s 
series, only 19 suffered ‘true’ punctures.

The fi rm’s rally manager, Mario Isola, said he was ‘pretty 
happy’ by the remarkable statistic, which he thought would 
further reassure teams and drivers after puncture protection 
systems, like tyre mousse, were banned in 2008.

“I think we had a great result [this year],” Isola told wrc.com. 
“At the beginning of our fi rst year [as tyre supplier] in 2008, 
punctures and the lack of anti-defl ation mousse were a big 
worry for the teams. Now, after two years, I think that worry 
has gone away.”

The statistics were compiled after the post rally examination 
of all punctured tyres used by P-WRC and WRC drivers. The 
number includes those tyres which were cut on the sidewall, 
tread or had failed for an unexplained reason. It does not 
include tyres which went down because of faulty valves, 
broken wheel rims or those which were pushed off the rim.
- Credit: www.wrc.com

Pirelli releases puncture statistics for 
the 2009 WRC season

Excellent and comprehensive coverage of the 2009 BRC 
featuring all six rounds of this down-to-the-wire battle between 
the three-time British champion Mark Higgins and young 
hotshot Keith Cronin.

The Duke DVD tells the story of how young Cronin from 
Ballylickey became the fi rst Irishman since fellow Co. Cork 
legend Billy Coleman to capture the crown.

From the opening Bulldog International in North Wales via the 
Pirelli, Jim Clark, Isle of Man and Ulster, to the title deciding 
Yorkshire International, each round receives extensive 
coverage.

All the dramatic moments from the series are captured in 
this excellent production including the Proton of defending 
champion Guy Wilks bursting into fl ames on the Pirelli and 
Mark Higgins dramatic exit on the fi nal round.

Extras include a full stage in-car with Mark Higgins from the 
Ulster Rally, which is worth the cover price alone.

Robbie Head, Mike Brewer and Jon Desborough are your guides 
as the full story unfolds.

BRC 2009
Running Time = 238 mins
RRP = £24.46 (Duke Price £19.99) 
www.dukevideo.com
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

RallyBuzz reviews 2009 BRC season 
DVD at www.RallyBuzz.com

After their thrilling battle for this season’s Fiesta SportTrophy 

Pirelli releases puncture statistics for 
the 2009 WRC season

International (FSTi) came down the wire at the Rally of Great 
Britain last month, Craig Breen and Patrick Anglade are set to 
come face to face again at the FST International Shootout in 
December.

Germany’s Anglade, the FSTi runner up, has been awarded 
a wildcard entry into the competition which takes place at 
M-Sport’s Cumbrian base. He will face Breen who qualifi es by 
virtue of his championship victory.

The 21-year-old from Losheim am See, was locked in a tight 
battle throughout the six rounds of this season’s FSTi with 
eventual winner Breen, only losing out in the fi nal round of the 
championship at Rally GB in October.

Anglade actually took more overall victories throughout the 
season and a higher cumulated points total than any other 
FSTi competitor with three overall wins. At Rally d’Italia 
Sardegna he beat his nearest rival by over a minute in only 
his second ever rally on gravel. Rally Poland saw him match 
the record for the best overall fi nish by a GpN Fiesta ST in a 
WRC event taking 24th place overall. And at the Rally of Great 
Britain he showed good pace against the Fiesta R2s in his 
Fiesta ST to take another victory.

19-year-old Irishman Breen’s victories at the Vodafone Rally 
de Portugal and Neste Oil Rally Finland, coupled with his 
outstanding number of stage victory bonus points gave him 
the championship title. He also had his share of problems over 
the season, suffering an electrical problem in Spain which left 
him trailing Anglade going into the thrilling fi nal round.

It was one of four titles that Breen has won so far this season 
along with the Kick Energy FST UK, FST Ireland and the Irish 
National Junior Rally Championship titles. He was also the 
proud recipient of the prestigious Billy Coleman Award for the 
best young rally driver of the year in Ireland.

Breen notched up a total of 41 stage victories in four FSTi 
appearances this season compared to Anglade’s 16 over the 
course of six rallies. With the FSTi scoring system allowing all 
drivers to drop their lowest two scores from the season, it was 
Breen who edged the win by 14 points.

Anglade and Breen will be joined by 16 other competitors 
from the regional Fiesta SportTrophy championships in the UK, 
Ireland, Belgium, Italy, Sweden, Abu Dhabi and New Zealand.
Interestingly, all of the previous winners of the Shootout have 
been wildcard entries with Matthias Boon (BEL) taking the 
title in 2008, Adam Gould (UK) in 2007 and Victor Henriksson 
(SWE) in 2006, giving Anglade an extra incentive to continue 
that record.

The competitors will face a series of physical and psychological 
tests as well as an assessment of their media skills before 
embarking on the fi nal driving challenge in the Fiesta ST. 
The competitors will then be whittled down to the fi nal fi ve 
top candidates who will be interviewed by M-Sport Managing 
Director Malcolm Wilson OBE.

The prize on offer to the winner of the Shootout is a 12-month 
employment contract with M-Sport, an apartment at the 
Dovenby Hall HQ and the provision of a road car. The winner 
will have the chance to experience working in a number of 
different areas of the company, travelling to the European WRC 
events with the BP Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team, attending 
press functions and driving at PR events.
- Credit: www.fi estasportingtrophy.com
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ESSENTIALS: STUFF
Stuff you never knew you needed

HANDY GLOVES
This 60min DVD (also featuring Coup de Grace) 
showcases the best of 1970s rallying, taking 
in the development of the cars and the intense 
rallying competition. It follows the Ford team 
in the 1978 Sedan Products British Open Rally 
Championship.

Available at: www.motorbooks.co.za

A Little Sideways

Featuring European rally championships, British rally championships, Rally America 
events, international rally results and videos, as well as S2000 and WRC news.

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF RALLYING

        www.rallybuzz.com

This programme shows there is a lot more to the Quattro 
story than the legendary rally cars of the 1980s - it is 
actually a twenty-six year old success story that is still 
being written!
60 Min

Available at: www.motorbooks.co.za

Quattro: The Full Story

A brilliant documentary charting the evolution of rallying 
from the 1950s right up to 2001. Featuring magnifi cent 
archive footage, producer Helmut Deimel takes you on a 
magical journey through fi ve decades of this spectacular 
motorsport. 90min.

Available at: www.motorbooks.co.za

Evolution of Rallying



PROFILE: FRANZ WITMANN IN 2009
Interwetten Racing Team - IRC 2009

SETTING THE PACE
It was only one year ago that the Interwetten Racing Team was presented 
to the public, and after a successful year competing in eight rounds of the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) series, driver Franz Wittmann and co-
driver Bernhard Ettel showed impressive speed and skill.

Driving a Stohl Racing-prepared MitsuBishi Lancer Evolution IX 
this season, the objective of the Interwetten Racing Team was 
to accustom themselves to this international IRC series and to 
familiarise themselves with the stages and events and to reach 
one or more top ten results. This Franz Witmann mastered: 
“To me it was a really great year. I was able to learn a lot 
and I hope to realise the experience thus won in the future. 
Due to the car’s conceptual design I obviously stood better 
chances on gravel than on tarmac, where the lighter weight 
and the surplus of horse power of my competitors’ cars played 
a decisive role. I am nevertheless highly satisfi ed. And I would 
like to heartily thank Interwetten, the Bezirksjournal, Stohl 
Racing and my co-driver Bernhard for their commitment and 
performance. Now I can only hope that we will manage to put 
together a package for next season that will enable us to take 
advantage of my experience for 2010.”

If one were to hand out marks after the rookie year that was 
2009, the school report would be as follows:
• The Interwetten driver already proved his talent at the 
season-opening event in Monte Carlo. At this rally he was 
running in an excellent ninth place overall until the fi nal stage 
of Day Two when an engine problem forced him to retire. 
Mark: 2.

• On to the Azores islands. Despite the most diffi cult 
conditions, Wittmann achieved sixth place overall on the gravel 
stages to earn him his fi rst IRC points. Mark: 1.

• Things went even better in Russia for the 26-year-old 
student from Lilienfeld. Here Witmann reached a brilliant fi fth 
place overall, once again on gravel. Mark: 1.

• Belgium, on the other hand, hadn’t been worth the trip due 
to an early retirement. Mark: 3.

• In the Czech Republic, the Austrian shone after technical 
problems and a tyre damage by racing to catch up twice from 
42nd place to a fi nal 15th place overall by the end of the 
event. Mark: 1.

• In Spain the Interwetten driver once more gave a convincing 
performance, and secured ninth place overall on tarmac speed 
tests. Mark: 2.

• In San Remo he faced an overwhelming 24 S2000 cars, but 
the Austrian driver nevertheless managed to fi nish in 19th 
place overall. Mark: 2.

• This results in a remarkable mark average of 1,7. In a purely 
sporting sense, he reached a very good 13th place as best 
non-S2000 car in his debut year in the IRC. 

Due to budgetary constraints, his Rally of Scotland outing 
was cancelled. He did, however, complete the recce to gain as 
much information and experience of the stages.

In the recent Rallye Waldviertel, Witmann tested a Peugeot 
207 S2000. In his fi rst outing in an S2000 machine, and using 
the event only as a test, he fi nished the event second overall 
only 10,7 seconds adrift of the winner. Keep your eyes on this 
star in 2010!
- Credit: Interwetten-racing.com



Duncan Vos/Ralph Pitchford, Ivar Tollefsen/Quin Evans and 
veteran Hannes Grobler/Juan Mohr fi lled the top three places. 
The Nissan squad scored six wins during the season with fi ve 
of them going to Vos/Pitchford and the remaining victory to 
Grobler, who said goodbye to Nissan after 33 years, and Mohr.

Second place on the RFS Magalies 400, the fi nal event of 
the season, saw Grobler sneak in ahead of Gary Bertholdt 
(Atlas Copco Toyota Hilux) by a single point in the driver’s 
championship. Tollefsen/Evans were also the only crew in the 
Production Vehicle category to go through the season with a 
100 percent fi nish record.

In the SP Class championship there was a slight change with 
anomalies in off road scoring coming into play. While the order 
among the co-drivers stayed the same, this time around it was 
Bertholdt who fi nished a single point ahead of Grobler in the 
driver stakes.

Andre Vermeulen, who normally sat alongside Bertholdt, 
missed one event during the season. Bertholdt/Vermeulen 
made history, however, when victory on the Highveld 400 saw 
them become the fi rst privateer team to win an event in the SP 
Class era.

The RFS Magalies 400 event saw Toyota clinch the South 
African Manufacturer’s Championship ahead of Nissan and 
Ford. Toyota teams also wrapped up the Class D and Class E 
titles.

In Class D, a third on the RFS event was enough to see home 
Dewald van Breda/Johann du Toit in the Northam Toyota Hilux 
D4D. The Potchefstroom pair won the Rookies of the Year 
award in 2008 and moved up a class this year.

Second in the driver championship went to 2008 champion Cliff 
Weichelt who, with Johann Smalberger, won the RFS Magalies 
400 in the N1 4x4 Toyota Hilux D4D. Third was Coetzee 
Labuscagne with the former Blue Bull scrum-half’s navigator, 
Johan Gerber, second in the co-driver championship.

Gerber, who has now retired, moved ahead of Louis Weichelt 
after the last event. The younger Weichelt accompanied 
his father in the early part of the season and then switched 
to a driving role in the N1 4x4 Ford Ranger with Maret 
Bezuidenhout.

A single point separated the top two teams in Class E with 
defending champions Jannie Visser/Joks le Roux (RFS Toyota 
Hilux) sneaking home despite failing to fi nish the fi nal event. 
Visser/le Roux edged out Pikkie Labuschagne/Rikus Erasmus 
(4x4 Megaworld Toyota Hilux) who took their third win of the 
season at the RFS Magalies event.

Third in the championship were Deon Venter/Ian Palmer, in 
the second 4x4 Megaworld Toyota, who took two wins during 
the season. Track star Leeroy Poulter and Rob Howie (Ferodo 
Nissan Hardbody) also took two wins with Visser/le Roux 
taking the other victory.
- Credit: www.saoffroadracing.co.za

SANORRC: 2009 SEASON WRAP-UP
Stuff you never knew you needed

Donaldson Nissan Navara crews made a clean sweep of the top three places 
in the Production Vehicle overall title chase in this year’s Absa Off Road 
Championship. IMAGES by MOTORPICS.

PART ONE: PRODUCTION VEHICLES



DAKAR: SOUTH AMERICA 2010
01 - 17 January 2010

PART ONE: THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS
It was only one year ago that the Interwetten Racing Team was presented 
to the public, and after a successful year competing in eight rounds of the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) series, driver Franz Wittmann and co-
driver Bernhard Ettel showed impressive speed and skill.

This time next month will see the fi rst week of the 32nd 
edition of the grueling Dakar Rally in full swing. This the 
second year it will be hosted in South America, the rally action 
gets underway on 01 January in Buenos Aires.

The Dakar Rally is anything but just a race: with over 500 
participants and crews entered, it is regarded as the biggest 
adventure motorsport offers. It has been said that the Dakar 
Rally is guided by just two simple principles: the next Dakar is 
always the toughest; and, expect the unexpected.

With a route stretching from ocean to ocean, reaching across 
the South American continent, with two crossings of the Andes 
and stages in the Atacama desert, the millions of spectators 
who fl ocked to witness the fi rst event in South America at the 
beginning of this year can expect tougher stages and longer 
stages, with more desert and dune riding. Thee is 10 000km of 
racing lying in wait for competitors…

The 2010 edition of the Dakar Rally sets off from Buenos Aires 
via Cordoba and La Rioja to Fiambala. The Sierras Pampeanas, 
through which the fi rst day of the rally is staged, will also 
mark the fi rst endurance test of the event. The organisers are 
challenging the competitors from Day One. On the second rally 
day, in Cordoba, the route will then begin its fi rst crossing of 
the Andes across the San Francisco pass (with an altitude of 4 
726 metres above sea level).

The seven special stages in Chile and the ubiquitous Atacama 
desert form the Dakar
Rally’s centerpiece. The most arid region of the world, 100 
times drier than Death Valley,
will be the venue of as many as four legs. From Copiapo via 
Antofagasta to Iquique and
back will be the most demanding part of the Dakar. 

Antofagasta, the booming and most important port city in 
the north of Chile, will be host to the rest day on 09 January 
when no special stage will be held. Along the coast, the 

Dakar campaigners and crews will work their way forwards to 
Santiago via the sea resort La Serena. 

From Santiago, after eight days in Chile and the second 
crossing of the Andes, the rally
campaigners will return to Argentina for the fi nal show-down, 
the “third act” of the “Dakar”.
From San Juan, the rally route leads through fertile regions 
to San Rafael. The legendary pampas will be the setting 
for the fi nal two special stages of the Dakar, and the small, 
pristine and quiet town Santa Rosa the last station before the 
contenders reach the rally’s fi nish in Buenos Aires after some 
quick gravel stretches through the vast lands of the pampas.

The crews to watch in the Vehicles Category are the defending 
Dakar champions Giniel de Villiers/Dirk von Zitzewitz 
(Volkswagen Race Touareg), who will be backed up by four 
other Volkswagen Race Touaregs of whom all are capable of 
winning the Dakar too: Nasser Al-Attiyah/Timo Gottschalk, 
Mark Miller/Ralph Pitchford, Carlos Sainz/Lucas Cruz and 
Mauricio das Neves/Clecio Maestrelli.

Always a threat, and aiming for his fi rst win in the Vehicles 
Category, are Stephane Peterhansel/J-P Cottret (Team BMW 
X-Raid), with Nani Roma/Michel Perin and Guerlain Chicherit/
Tina Thoerner supporting Peterhansel and also aiming for the 
overall victory.

Other crews to be on the lookout for will be Jean Azevedo/
Youssef Haddad (Petrobras Lubrax Mitsubishi), Robby Gordon/
Andy Grider (Hummer), Alfi e Cox/Jurgen Schroder (Nissan), 
Leonid Novitsky/Andreas Schulz (X-Raid BMW) and Orlando 
Terranova/Pascal Maimon (Mitsubishi).

To read more about the Dakar Rally, don’t miss next week’s 
issue of HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS!
- Credit: MAP by www.dakar.com; IMAGES by Volkswagen 
Motorsport.
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FRANCE: RALLYE DU VAR 2009
27 - 29 November 2009

Just weeks after the end of the 2009 World Rally Championship, Citroen 
Racing, Sebastien Loeb and his wife Severine, were back in action this 
weekend for the Rallye du Var, the last round of the French National Rally 
Championship. Daniel Elena, Loeb’s WRC co-driver was also in action.

LOEB WOWS HOME CROWD WITH WIN

The event was won by Loeb in a C4 WRC with his wife
Severine sitting alongside. Meanwhile, Daniel achieved his 
objective which was to reach the fi nish and have as much fun 
as possible in a C2-R2 MAX navigated by his friend Olivier 
Campana.

With France not down to host a round of this year’s World 
Championship, Citroen Racing, Sebastien Loeb and Daniel 
Elena decided that the Rallye du Var would be a fi rst class 
opportunity to take a bow in front of their many fans.

Just as he did on this event in 2008, Sebastien Loeb had wife 
Severine sitting alongside to call out the notes: “We enjoy 
doing the odd rally together. Last year, we fi nished on the 
podium on the Rallye du Var in a C2 S1600. When Olivier 
Quesnel suggested we repeat the operation this time round 
with a C4 WRC, we didn’t hesitate a second. We were under 
absolutely no pressure and our only aim was to entertain the 
spectators. This event holds a special place in my career, since 
it was here that I was given my fi rst works drive with the 
Citroën Xsara Kit-Car in 2000.”

As icing on the cake, the Loeb husband and wife crew went on 
to win this weekend’s fi xture outright: “It’s always nice when 
you win, and I also prefer giving a celebratory kiss on the 
podium to Severine rather than Daniel. This wasn’t an easy 
rally. The weather was very unsettled, which made tyre choice
quite complex, but I am pleased to dedicate this win to 
Citroen.”

Running further down the leaderboard, Daniel Elena had fun, 
too, at the wheel of a C2-R2 MAX entered in parallel to the 
Citroen Racing Trophy. With best friend Olivier Campana sitting 
in the righthand seat, the Monegasque reached the fi nish in 
54th position: “We covered the entire rally without ever
knowing what our position was. The main thing for us was to 
enjoy this rally’s fabulous stages and thank our supporters. 
The C2-R2 MAX may be a pucker rally car, but it is so easy to 
drive. It’s ideal for an amateur like me. That said, I’m looking 
forward to getting back in the C4 WRC… if Severine lets me!”

FINAL Rallye du Var CLASSIFICATION:
01) S. Loeb/S. Loeb (Citroen C4 WRC) - 02h 31m 17,6s
02) S. Sarrazin/J-J. Renucci (Peugeot 207 S2000) + 01m 56,5s
03) P. Henry/M. Lombard (Peugeot 307 WRC) + 02m 27,1s
04) C. Robert/M. Duval (Fiat Punto S2000) + 02m 38,6s
05) P. Tsjoen/E. Chevaillier (Ford Focus WRC08) + 03m 03,4s
54) D. Elena/O. Campana (Citroen C2 R2 Max) + 23m 31,7s
- Credit: Citroen Racing



IRC: RALLY OF SCOTLAND - UPDATE
27 - 29 November 2009

WILKS NAMED WINNER IN SCOTLAND
After he was drenched in Champagne and torrential rain as he celebrated on 
the Esplanade of Stirling Castle, Dungannon’s Kris Meeke has been excluded 
from the results of the inaugural RallyScotland. WRITTEN BY JIM McGILL.

Hours after 30-year-old Meeke and the thousands of spectators 
had celebrated what had been believed as being the result 
of the fi nal round of the Intercontinental Rally Championship 
at the weekend, the Irishman’s Peugeot was found to have a 
suspect part which was underweight.

Immediately the result of the rally, which had been lauded as a 
terrifi c success by competitors and spectators, was thrown into 
doubt.
 
The questionable part, the front subframe of his Peugeot 207 
S2000, was subsequently weighed three times. Each time, a 
different weight was registered. In the end, the rally’s chief 
scrutineer ordered that the part be weighed at a Government 
Weights & Measures Offi ce.

This was carried out in Scotland and the result, announced 
today, confi rmed the part was below the minimum weight of 
9.68kg and outwith the -2% permissible margin.

As a result, Meeke and his Peugeot were excluded from the 
results, handing the victory to the Skoda of Darlington’s Guy 
Wilks. Lanark’s Alister McRae was promoted to second in his 
Proton, with Belfast’s Jonny Greer third.

Meeke’s exclusion though does not affect his or Peugeot’s IRC 
titles as these were sealed on the penultimate round in Italy.
“After due deliberation the stewards noted that Peugeot UK 

and Peugeot Sport admitted lack of control in the manufacture 
of this subframe,” the offi cial statement read. “The stewards 
also recognised there was no fraudulent intent on behalf of the 
entrant or manufacturer.”

Peugeot had initially indicated prior to today’s decision 
that it would appeal if Meeke was excluded, but the French 
manufacturer and the UK-based rally team have accepted the 
Stewards’ decision.

“Of course it’s unfortunate,” a Peugeot spokesman said today, 
“but we fully accept the Stewards’ decision.” Crucially, so 
marginal was the weight difference that it would not have 
improved the performance of the car in any way.

Meanwhile, the elevation of Wilks to winner of the fi rst 
RallyScotland was welcomed at Skoda.

“It’s a terrifi c result for us,” a Skoda spokeswoman said, 
“but in many ways it feels a bit fl at; a bit after the Lord 
Mayor’s Show. Sure the records will always show that a UK 
Skoda driven by Guy won the rally, but we’d far rather have 
celebrated it in true fashion on Saturday.”

Skoda is expected to confi rm within the next few weeks that 
it will join Meeke’s Peugeot and McRae’s Proton in a three-way 
British assault on the IRC next season.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com
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