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Welcome to issue 110 of HANDBRAKES & 
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the world of rallying!

As always, I hope you enjoy this week’s 
exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman

Welcome to H&H!
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McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View  

Rallying always was and still remains the world most photogenic branch of motor sport with its 
natural and often stunning backgrounds. The calendar “McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View” 
reveals beautiful landscapes, water splashes, jumps as well as technical views in service areas. It 
does all this in an impressive 95-centimetre wide panoramic format. For each month of the year, it 
gives you a choice between two very different pictures for example works cars from the WRC 
teams Ford and Citroen, or pictures of the championship’s other major stars like Marcus Grönholm 
in a Subaru Impreza WRC. Moreover, some images of the latest S2000 cars pay tribute to this 
new formula in rallying as well as the growing interest in the IRC. As last year, the calendar 
contains exclusive background information from McKlein’s photographers on the location where 
the pictures were taken and the camera settings used. 

Technical details: 

• Publisher: McKlein  

• Photos: McKlein  

• Size: 97 x 48 cm  

• Pages: 25  

• Pictures: 43 (choice between two images every month)  

• Extra features: spiral binding, dispatched in a cardboard box 

• ZAR 695.00 including vat excluding postage 

                                               

To place your order contact us on the following number- 

Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail: sales-1@ats-motorsport.co.za 

Website : ats-motorsport.co.za 
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events, international rally results and videos, as well as S2000 and WRC news.
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The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

Mikko Hirvonen to drive all-new Ford 
Fiesta S2000 in Monte Carlo Rally
Ford’s FIA World Rally Championship runners-up, Mikko 
Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen, will drive the all-new Ford Fiesta 
S2000 rally car, in what will be its competitive debut, in the 
famous Monte Carlo Rally early next year.
 
The Finns will use the fi ve-day rally as a key part of their 
preparation for the 2010 WRC, which starts in February, while 
showcasing the exciting Fiesta S2000 rally car for the fi rst time 
in competition.  The car has been developed by Ford’s rally 
partner, M-Sport, and made its fi rst appearance as a safety car 
in November’s Rally of Scotland which, like the Monte Carlo 
Rally, is not part of the FIA World Rally Championship.

Hirvonen, who missed out in the 2009 season on a maiden 
WRC drivers’ title by just one point, has tested the Fiesta 
S2000 for the fi rst time in the south of France this week.

“The Fiesta S2000 looks and sounds fantastic.  It’s great to 
fi nally drive it, be part of the development of a totally new car 
and I was surprised how quickly I got used to driving it.  I was 
impressed by how good the setup and the chassis are and that 
allowed me to push really hard straight away.  The conditions 
here in France have been diffi cult but even with a changing 
grip level I have been able to drive in a very committed way.  
It’s been great to work with Christian and the team and to 
have had a positive input to the new project,” said 29-year-old 
Hirvonen. 

“I’ve driven the Monte Carlo Rally fi ve times previously, so I’m 
familiar with the roads and the conditions.  There are almost 
four months between the fi nal round of 2009 and the start of 
the 2010 season, so this will be ideal for getting my mind back 
into competition mode.” 

“The 2010 WRC season begins almost a month later than usual 
so the Monte Carlo Rally will provide a perfect warm-up for 
Mikko,” explained Ford of Europe’s motorsport chief, Gerard 
Quinn.  “It’s also a great test opportunity.  Road conditions 
usually vary between dry asphalt and snow or ice.  There are 
four asphalt rallies in the 2010 series, so it will give Mikko 
valuable practice on that surface.  If the weather is wintery, 
it will also be a good rehearsal for the WRC’s fi rst round in 
Sweden.”

M-Sport managing director and BP Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally 
Team director Malcolm Wilson said the Fiesta S2000 was due 
for homologation in January, so the Monte Carlo Rally provided 
a perfect opportunity for the car’s competition debut.

“Ford has a long association with the Monte Carlo Rally, which 
we won in 2006 with Marcus Grönholm in a Focus RS World 
Rally Car.  It remains a legendary event and will provide 
spectators with an exciting chance to see the Fiesta S2000 
in competitive action over classic stages such as the Col de 

Turini.  Competition is the true challenge for any new car, and 
Mikko’s feedback on its performance will prove valuable for our 
development programme,” he added.

The Monte Carlo Rally will take place from January 19-23, 
2010.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

The United States Rally Championship (USRC) has announced 
the following calendar for the 2010 Season:
01) New York Winter Rally - 23 to 24January
02) Rally New York USA - 16 to 17 April
03) Idaho Rally - 16 - 17 July
04) Gorman Ridge Rally (California) - 27 - 28 August
05) International Rally New York - 09 - 11 September
06) Prescott Rally (Arizona) - 01 - 02 October
 
A Two-Wheel-Drive Championship to run in parallel with the 
All-Wheel-Drive Championship as it has for the previous two 
years.  National Championship titles will be awarded to winning 
drivers and winning co-drivers.

The United States Rally Championship has introduced many 
innovations and advancements into the US rallying by 
allowing great latitude in the way the events are organized 
and presented. USRC’s streamlined schedule and strategic 
locations make it the right choice for competitors. The format 
offers rally teams the opportunity to compete in the National 
Championship in either the Atlantic Division or the Pacifi c 
Division without the overwhelming travel costs required to 
traverse the continent several times in a single season. As a 
result, 197 competitors, drivers and co-drivers, participated 
during the 2009 USRC season, the most of any US series.

The fi nal round of the Championship at the end of the year 
counts both in the Atlantic Division and the Pacifi c Division and 
together with the results from all previous rounds decides the 
top spots in the Championship. Competitors may count three 
best scores toward the Championship. As a new feature of the 
2010 season, competitors may improve their best scores by 
up to two scores achieved out of their home Division. Atlantic 
Division teams will be competing for $12,000 in subsidies 
to assist them with travelling to the Final Round of the 2010 
United States Rally Championship in Prescott, Arizona.
            
The 2010 season kicks off with a brand new winter event 
in January developed by Rally New York, Ltd. The New York 
Winter Rally is a welcome addition to the USRC.  This snow 
rally will be a fi rst for the USRC and helps to round out the 
six-event calendar after some changes from the 2009 event 
lineup. The season continues with Rally New York USA, the 
only National Championship event in North America running on 
tarmac roads.

United States Rally Championship 
releases 2010 season calendar
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The Pacifi c Division begins the 2010 season with Rallydrift, 
Inc.’s Idaho Rally, a gravel event in July.  Based in Boise, this 
“must attend” event plans to be bigger and better than ever 
with new roads in the mix.
            
The Championship continues with two more closely spaced 
gravel events, one in the Pacifi c Division and the other in 
the Atlantic Division. The long-time favorite Gorman Ridge 
Rally in California fi lls the traditional slot in late August and 
International Rally New York moves next year to a new date in 
early September.
            
The organizing team of the 23rd annual Prescott Rally is 
pleased to host the Final Round of the United States Rally 
Championship and the Year-End Awards Ceremony for the 
next two years in Prescott, Arizona. This gravel event held in 
the high deserts of Arizona in early October will offer a fi tting 
conclusion to the USRC’s 2010 season.
            
The United States Rally Championship will continue its 
bold steps to make national competition more affordable 
and accessible to a larger number of rally teams. The 
Championship season consists of a combination of winter, 
gravel and tarmac events. Events of the United States Rally 
Championship allow for reconnaissance and pace notes. The 
variety of rallies with different surfaces, full reconnaissance 
and pace notes make the United States Rally Championship 
unique in North America as no other series in North America 
encompasses all these features.
- Credit: www.usrallychampionship.com

Current IRC champion Kris Meeke, from Dungannon in 
Northern Ireland, has been announced as the 2009 Autosport 
Rookie of the Year.

Meeke, who received his trophy from former F1 driver David 
Coulthard, beat Jaime Alguersuari, Romain Grosjean, Sebastien 
Buemi, Nico Hulkenberg, Rafael Matos, Sebastien Ogier, Daniel 
Ricciardo and Alexander Sims to claim the award.

The Peugeot UK driver dominated the IRC series at his 
fi rst attempt, by claiming four victories and winning the 
championship by 11 points from his nearest rival.

“It was a very special year for me,” Meeke said. “I’ll never 
forget that last year I was sitting there with absolutely nothing 
to do. It was my fi rst year in the IRC, and I was up against 
some very experienced drivers.

“It has been a massive year for me, and one that I hope to 
build on. We’ve just re-signed with Peugeot and next year will 
be a massive battle.”

The prestigious Autosport award is voted for by members of 
the general public and has previously been won by Jenson 
Button, Mark Webber, Sebastian Vettel and Juan Pablo 
Montoya.
- Credit: www.autosport.com and www.RallyBuzz.com

Meeke crowned Autosport’s “Rookie 
of the Year” award for 2009

Eurosport Events, the promoter of the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge, is delighted to announce that Subaru will join 
the IRC next year with the aim of supporting its customer 
competition business with the legendary Group N Impreza.

In the 2009 IRC season, seven manufacturers were 
represented with Abarth, Honda, Peugeot, Proton, Ralliart, 
Skoda and Volkswagen going head-to-head on spectacular 
events. The IRC series is designed not only to showcase these 
unique events through the use of innovative live television 
coverage, but also to provide competitors with an excellent 
promotional platform.
 
Marcello Lotti, the IRC’s General Manager, commented: “We 
are very honoured to welcome Subaru competitors into the 
IRC family, which gets bigger and better. Subaru is an iconic 
name in motorsport, which has been a mainstay of customer 
competition for many years. Subaru’s strategy fi ts in perfectly 
with the philosophy of the IRC and we are convinced that our 
series will offer Subaru teams plenty of success and strong 
international media exposure.”

Shigeo Sugaya, Motorsports Director of Subaru added: “We are 
very happy to join the IRC, a series that we have been keenly 
observing since its creation three years ago. The IRC provides 
an ideal arena to develop our customer competition activities. 
With approximately 1,000 Subaru cars rallying around the 
world, this is a great opportunity for our customers to take 
part in the famous rallies showcased by the IRC and to benefi t 
from the excellent promotion that comes with it.”
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com

Subaru signs as Manufacturer for IRC 
series in 2010, boosts Group N

After nine years of waiting, Penrith rally driver Paul Bird fi nally 
got his hands on the winner’s trophy with a comprehensive 
start to fi nish victory in today’s Coniston-based Coppermines 
Grizedale Stages Rally in his native Lake District.  

Driving the www.supercasino.com, Vent Axia and Kick Energy-
backed Ford Focus WRC07, Bird and new Scottish co driver 
Kirsty Riddick won all six stages to emerge victorious by a 
minute and forty-seven seconds ahead of the Subaru of Alex 
Allingham.

With changeable weather conditions throughout the day, Bird 
led by 23 seconds after SS1 in Grizedale South and extended 
that to 47 seconds after Grizedale North as they headed for 
fi rst service.

The short and tricky tests in Dunnerdale saw the pair extend 
their lead to over a minute at second service and despite 
taking it cautiously through the fi nal two stages in Grizedale, 
the former ANCRO champion and current boss of the Kawasaki 
World Superbike Team eased to a comfortable win.

“I’m made up as this was the one rally I was missing from my 
CV and whilst I’ve not contested it every year, it has somehow 

Bird and Riddick fi nally claim victory 
in Grizedale Stages Rally 2009



FIA World Rally Championship runner-up, Ford’s Mikko 
Hirvonen, was honoured with one of motorsport’s most 
prestigious awards in London on Sunday. The BP Ford Abu 
Dhabi World Rally Team driver was named International Rally 
Driver of the Year at the Autosport Awards in front of a star-
studded audience of world champions past and present.  

Twenty-nine-year-old Hirvonen and co-driver Jarmo Lehtinen 
fi nished second in the 2009 world rally championship drivers’ 
standings in a Ford Focus RS World Rally Car, missing the 
title by just one point after a thrilling fi ght on the fi nal event 
in Britain. Hirvonen’s campaign, which included a run of four 
consecutive rally victories, was rewarded by the readers of 
Britain’s Autosport Magazine and Autosport.com website who 
named him the year’s top rally driver.

Hirvonen was presented with the trophy by fellow Finn and 
Ford’s 1981 world champion Ari Vatanen during a ceremony 
at London’s Grosvenor House Hotel. World champions in 
attendance included Formula 1 stars Jenson Button, Lewis 
Hamilton and Damon Hill and former World Touring Car 
champion Andy Priaulx.     

After receiving his trophy, Hirvonen said: “I’m a little bit 
speechless because I didn’t expect to hear my name read out.  
I’m honoured that the British fans and readers of Autosport 
voted for me and I can’t thank them enough. I receive this 
award on behalf of myself and Jarmo.  We are a team and he 
deserves this just as much as me. It’s a proud moment for 
both of us. It was frustrating to fi nish second by just a single 
point, but it was a great season and missing out by so little 
makes me want the title even more next year.” 

Joining Hirvonen at the ceremony were Ford’s Ian Slater (Vice 
President, Communications and Public Affairs, Ford of Europe) 

Ford’s Mikko Hirvonen named 
International Rally Driver of the Year

World Rally Championship convert Kimi Raikkonen will make 
his competitive debut in a Citroen C4 on January’s Arctic 
Lapland Rally - a fortnight before his 2010 WRC campaign 

Raikkonen has signed up for Lapland 
Rally to debut his Citroen C4 WRC

eluded me! We had no problems at all and Kirsty did a great 
job, although I kept telling her to shout at me as the intercom 
wasn’t great and she’s so softly spoken! I was also suffering a 
bit with an old collarbone injury from my motocross days, but 
we took it easy in all fairness, especially in the last couple of 
stages as I didn’t want a puncture,” said Bird.

Bird will next be in action on the Specsavers Christmas Stages 
Rally, which takes place on Saturday January 2nd 2010 at Croft 
Circuit, where he is looking to add to the victories he took in 
2002 and 2003.

FINAL Grizedale Stages Rally 2009 CLASSIFICATION:
01) P. Bird/K. Riddick (Ford Focus WRC07) - 46m 27s
02) A. Allingham/M. Glennerster (Subaru Impreza) - 48m 14s 
03) M. O’Brien/P. Walsh (Ford Focus WRC) - 48m 24s 
04) T. Pye/S. Merry (Subaru Impreza) - 49m 29s 
05) S. Petch/J. Richardson (Mitsubishi Lancer) - 50m 09s 
06) P. Cooke/B. McNulty (Mitsubishi Lancer Evo) - 50m 34s 
07) A. Cookson/J. Wilkinson (Subaru Impreza) - 51m 05s 
08) G. Tomlinson/N. Fieldhouse (Subaru Impreza) - 51m 05s 
09) M. Donnelly/J. Rowan (Ford Fiesta ST) - 51m 12s 
10) E. O Donnell Jnr/E. O Donnell Snr (Ford Escort) - 51m 15s
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

and Gerard Quinn (Senior Motorsport Manager), plus Malcolm 
Wilson (Team Director) from M-Sport.

“This Autosport Award of International Rally Driver of the 
Year is wonderful recognition for Mikko, at the end of such an 
exciting season in which he showed unrivalled consistency. 
In fact, Mikko missed the podium only once.  With this award 
he will be more determined than ever to go one better in the 
2010 championship,” said Slater. 

The Autosport Awards began in 1982 as an independent way 
of recognising achievement in motorsport by giving magazine 
readers the opportunity to honour top achievers in various 
fi elds. There are now 13 categories, covering national and 
global motorsport. Hirvonen is the seventh Finn to claim the 
International Rally Driver Award.
- Credit: BP Ford Abu Dhabi WRT Media

Ford’s Mikko Hirvonen ended his rally season in victorious 
fashion today by sealing a double win at the Memorial Bettega 
Rally in Italy. The 29-year-old Finn powered his Ford Focus 
RS World Rally Car to victory in last night’s fl oodlit sprint in 
Bologna, before returning this afternoon to win the main event 
in front of a 30,000 crowd.

Hirvonen, who fi nished runner-up in the FIA World Rally 
Championship this season, was in sparkling form to defeat 
challengers including former rally world champions Marcus 
Gronholm and Petter Solberg and Italian hero and nine-times 
motorcycling world champion, Valentino Rossi.  

The 29-year-old Finn beat ex-Ford team-mate Gronholm in the 
semi-fi nal of the sprint event over a mixed surface, purpose-
built 1km circuit. He then defeated WRC rival Sebastien Ogier 
in the fi nal.

It was the same story this year. Hirvonen came safely through 
the qualifying round before beating Gronholm in the semi-fi nal.  
He again lined up against Ogier in the fi nal, defeating the 
Frenchman by three race wins to one. 

“That was the perfect way to end my season,” said Hirvonen.  
“I enjoy these fun events and it’s great to compete against 
my WRC colleagues without the pressure that comes with a 
championship rally. However, whenever we climb into any 
race or rally car, we all get that competitive buzz so there was 
plenty of will to win from everyone out there over the last 
couple of days. Let’s hope I have this winning feeling regularly 
in the WRC next year!” 
- Credit: BP Ford Abu Dhabi WRT Media

Mikko Hirvonen storms to victory in 
Memorial Bettega Rally in Bologna



kicks off in Sweden.

Based from Rovaniemi, on the edge of the Arctic Circle, the 
event, the opening round of the Finnish championship, has 
been run for 45 years and is sometimes used as a test for the 
winter rallies in the WRC. Previous winners include former 
WRC champions Marcus Gronholm, Tommi Makinen and Hannu 
Mikkola.

Raikkonen made his rally debut on the snowy event earlier 
this year, fi nishing 13th in a Fiat Abarth Grande Punto S2000 
co-driven by Kaj Lindstrom. The pair will tackle next year’s 
edition, which starts on 29 January, in the same C4 World Rally 
Car they will use on 12 rounds of the WRC.

Contracted to Ferrari until the end of 2009, Raikkonen is 
limited in what he can say about his rally programme until the 
New Year and confi rmed the appearance via a statement on his 
website.

However speaking exclusively to wrc.com, Lindstrom felt the 
Arctic would be invaluable experience for Kimi, who is yet to 
drive a Citroen C4 World Rally Car.

Lindstrom said: “Getting the Arctic Rally in our programme was 
a key factor - we really wanted to include it as a pre-season 
test. It’s a rally that Kimi and I have already done together in 
the Fiat, so he knows the stages - more or less - and it will be 
a good opportunity for him to build confi dence in his driving 
and the pace notes.

“He hasn’t had the experience of listening to, or working with, 
pace notes since rally Finland. As far as I know the route for 
the Artic this year will be same as it was last year, so we can 
use the old notes, and that will be very useful preparation - 
both for Sweden and the championship,” he added.

Lindstrom revealed a test in Finland before the Arctic Rally was 
also being discussed, to help Raikkonen make the transition 
from his Super 2000 Fiat to a turbocharged World Rally Car.

“The ideal would be to return to the test roads [near 
Jyvaskyla] we used before the Arctic and Rally Finland this 
year,” he said. “Kimi knows those stages well now, so that 
would be the ideal place to get to grips with the new car. That’s 
what we’d like, but at this stage we haven’t agreed a plan with 
Citroen. We’ll fi nd out more in the New Year.”

In 2008, WRC was covered by 188 countries via 228 
broadcasters, with a total audience of over 633 million plus 12 
million visitors to wrc.com. 2009 will see a total of 12 rallies 
staged across the world in Ireland, Norway, Cyprus, Portugal, 
Argentina, Italy, Greece, Poland, Finland, Australia, Spain and 
Great Britain. For more information please visit www.wrc.com.

The FIA today hosted a Rally Forum bringing together the 
major stakeholders from across the world of rallying for the 
fi rst time.

The Forum was co-chaired by FIA President Jean Todt and FIA 

Mikko Hirvonen storms to victory in 
Memorial Bettega Rally in Bologna

Deputy President for Sport Graham Stoker, with participation 
from promoters, teams, manufacturers and drivers from the 
FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge (IRC), the Dakar Rally and other cross-country 
rally championships.

Manufacturer representation included Citroën, Ford, 
Volkswagen and BMW. They were joined by talents such as 
Carlos Sainz, Guy Fréquelin, Michèle Mouton, Juha Kankkunen, 
Petter Solberg and Armindo Araújo.

Together they discussed the challenges faced by the rallying 
community as a whole and the best way to help stakeholders 
achieve success in the future.
Following a positive exchange of views from all 
representatives, the participants agreed to create a Working 
Group to produce a plan to develop rallying on a global level. 
The group will be chaired by the FIA Deputy President for 
Sport and comprised of representatives from each category of 
stakeholders.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

Viasat Broadcasting has acquired the exclusive broadcasting 
rights to the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) for Sweden, 
Norway and Denmark for the 2010, 2011 and 2012 seasons. 
WRC programmes will be broadcast on Viasat Motor in Sweden 
and Norway and on TV2 Sport for Denmark. The 2010 WRC 
season will comprise of 13 events, each with multiple stages, 
starting with the Swedish Rally on February 12th to the 14th 
and ends with the Rally of Great Britain in November. For each 
event, coverage will include a 26 minute shakedown preview 
a 26-minute daily highlights from Friday’s and Saturday’s 
competition and fi nishes off with 52 minutes of event highlights 
on the Sunday of each event.

Viasat Broadcasting current holds rights for further motorsport 
events such as Formula One, MotoGP and the NASCAR Sprint 
Cup Series and the Indy Racing League from the U.S. Stian 
Kleppo, the head of Viasat Sport Norway, commented. “The 
World Rally Championship is epic motorsport with adrenalin-
fuelled driving on everything from gravel to snow and ice. It’s 
a perfect addition to the already strong motorsport rights we 
have. With WRC, Formula One, MotoGP, NASCAR and Indy 
Racing, we are not only offering Sweden’s/Norway’s only 
dedicated motorsport channel but are also offering the best 
motorsport content there is.”

Simon Long, ISC’s CEO, added: “As the World Rally 
Championship enters an exciting new era it is great news that 
the championship will reach millions of TV viewers in Sweden, 
Norway and Denmark with Viasat Broadcasting. WRC has 
a huge following across Scandinavia, home to some of the 
world’s greatest drivers and iconic stages. Coming on the back 
of the exciting announcement that Finnish Kimi Räikkönen 
will compete in the 2010 Championship, it is fantastic that 
Scandinavian fans will have access to quality coverage of the 
whole season at a time when one of their region’s heroes take 
to the stage to compete at the pinnacle of rallying.”
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

Mikko Hirvonen storms to victory in 
Memorial Bettega Rally in Bologna
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A 1/43 scale model of F. Duval and E. 
Chevailler’s Ford Focus RS WRC from 
the 2008 WRC Rally Monte Carlo.

Available at: www.manjos.co.za

MONTE CARLO

In 2007 IRC Safari Rally specifi cation, 
here is a 1/43 scale model of A. 
Navarra/G. D’Amore’s Fiat Grande 
Punto Abarth S2000.

Available at: www.manjos.co.za

AFRICAN EXPRESS

Triumph TR7 V8 as driven by P. Ekland 
and H. Sylran in the Rally of the 1000 
Lakes in Finland from 1980.

Available at: www.manjos.co.za

ICONIC CREW



The prize on offer to the winner of the Shootout is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to gain hands-on experience at a top 
level World Rally team. A 12-month employment contract 
with M-Sport, an apartment at the Dovenby Hall HQ and 
the provision of a road car are all part of Breen’s reward. He 
will have the chance to experience working in a number of 
different areas of the company, travelling to the European 
WRC events with the BP Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team, 
attending press functions and driving at PR events.

While Breen had been one of the favourites to take the coveted 
title he faced stiff opposition over the two-day competition.
The 16 competitors who had qualifi ed for the Shootout based 
on their performances in FST championships around the globe, 
faced a series of physical and psychological tests as well as 
an assessment of their media skills before embarking on 
the fi nal driving challenge, a three kilometre stage in the Gp 
N Fiesta ST at M-Sport’s Greystoke Forest. With all of their 
scores tallied, the competitors were whittled down to the fi nal 
fi ve candidates who were interviewed by M-Sport Managing 
Director Malcolm Wilson OBE.

Breen, who posted the best time in the driving challenge, was 
joined in the fi nal fi ve by four outstanding competitors who all 
merited a chance to face the fi nal interview after a series of 
strong performances over the two days: FSTi wildcard entry 
Patrick Anglade, Northern Ireland’s Mark Donnelly, Swede 
Mattias Wennman and Cedric de Cecco from Belgium.

Anglade (21), the FSTi runner up, who led the championship 
until the fi nal round in Wales, produced strong and consistent 

performances throughout the two-day challenge earning a 
good result in the media skills test and matching his rival 
Breen in the fi tness test.

Donnelly (18) excelled on the fi tness test on day one posting 
the leading score and followed up that performance with 
consistently strong results over all of the next disciplines, 
including the stages in Greystoke where he trailed Breen’s time 
by three tenths.

Wennman (25) had been occupying a mid-table spot after 
the fi rst day’s tests, but some strong times in the driving 
test elevated him to the top fi ve as he excelled in the testing 
conditions that saw some other competitors crash out.

Equally, de Cecco (24), who had to contend with a delay to his 
driving tests after a technical issue on his Fiesta ST, proved his 
driving talent to move up from his position near the middle of 
the table after the fi rst day.

Also worthy of mention was New Zealand’s Ben Jagger (19), 
who fi nished day one’s events as the overall leader, performing 
exceptionally in the media, psychological and physical 
assessments. However, the New Zealander fell victim to the 
forest on his fi rst run of the driving test, as he went off the 
road and hit a tree, ending his Shootout campaign.

However, Breen’s undoubted ability behind the wheel shone 
through as he posted the fastest times in the forest with 
co-driver Gareth Roberts.

Fiesta SportTrophy International champion Craig Breen (19) completed a 
near-perfect season as he took victory in the FST International Shootout, 
beating off strong competition to take the prestigious title and taking his 
tally of victories for the season to six after becoming FSTi champion, Kick 
Energy FST UK champion, FST Ireland champion, Irish Junior Rally champion 
as well as winning the Billy Coleman Award in his home country.  

CRAIG BREEN’S STAR SHINES BRIGHTER

FSTi: SHOOTOUT 2009
British teen scoops big prize



The young Irishman will get a taste of things to come almost 
immediately as he gets the chance to take the wheel of a Ford 
Focus RS WRC tomorrow and receive tuition from BP Ford Abu 
Dhabi ace Mikko Hirvonen before joining the Flying Finn for 
dinner to discuss the season so far.

Fiesta SportTrophy International champion Craig Breen 
said: “Winning this title really has left me lost for words. 
I have had a fantastic debut season and to win the 
championship in that same year was incredible, but this is 
something else altogether. I had set myself the target of 
winning this at the start of the year and I am so pleased that 
I have managed to achieve that. It is a fantastic opportunity 
that I have been given to work with M-Sport and I can’t wait 
to start. This contest was really great and I was pushed all the 
way, but I am absolutely over the moon to have won.”

M-Sport Managing Director, Malcolm Wilson OBE said: “It 
hasn’t been easy to pick a winner and there have been a few 
pleasant surprise performances. There can only be one winner, 
however, and Craig [Breen] has shone above the rest during 
this competition. It is the fi rst time that this title hasn’t been 
won by a wildcard in four years. Craig has had a fantastic year 
to win the FSTi, FST UK and FST Ireland and he is a deserved 
winner.”

Craig Breen celebrated his victory in the Fiesta SportTrophy 
International Shootout in style today as he took the wheel of a 
Ford Focus RS WRC to receive tuition from BP Ford Abu Dhabi’s 
Flying Finn Mikko Hirvonen.

WRC runner-up Hirvonen, fresh from a double win at the 
Bettega Memorial Rally in Bologna, Italy where he powered his 
Ford Focus RS World Rally Car to victory in front of a crowd of 
30,000 fans, found himself in the co-driver’s seat as he offered 
advice to Breen who drove the Focus around a specially 
constructed rally stage at Carlisle Airport.

The young Irishman, who won the opportunity to spend the 
afternoon with Hirvonen thanks to his win in this season’s 
Fiesta SportTrophy International (FSTi), made the most of his 
chance, completing over 100km of running in the car which 
was used by Stobart VK M-Sport Ford driver Matthew Wilson at 
this year’s Rally GB.

The day fi nished with Hirvonen taking the wheel of the car to 
give Breen a fi nal spin around the course offering an insight 
into the level of driving that Breen is hoping to emulate.

Earlier in the day, four of Breen’s fellow FSTi competitors, who 
had earned the chance to sample the Focus RS WRC after 
contesting more than four rounds of this year’s championship, 
got behind the wheel of the car with British star Wilson 
offering guidance.

FSTi runner-up Patrick Anglade (21) from Germany, who 
won three rounds of this year’s championship was one of the 
drivers taking advantage of the opportunity with Team Abu 
Dhabi drivers Bader Al Jabri (24), Majed Al Shamsi (29) and 
Ahmed Al Mansoori (23).

All four drivers took their fi rst drive in a Focus RS WRC with 
Wilson beside them, before having their own co-driver join 
them for the rest of the session.

Fiesta SportTrophy International champion Craig Breen said:
“It has been a brilliant day. I have really enjoyed it and I have 
learned a lot about the car. It’s the fi rst time that I’ve driven 
a non-active car so it has been a new experience for me and I 
hope I’ve made the most of it. You don’t get the chance to sit 
in the car with a WRC star very often and he gave me some 
great tips on position and being smooth. I hope I’ve got as 
much out of it as I possibly can. It was really interesting to be 
in the car with Mikko and to see how he does it. It gave me a 
great idea of what I need to be aiming for.”
- Credit: www.fi estasportingtrophy.com



ANOTHER FAST FINN IN WRC IN 2010
Since its establishment in 2008, the association between Citroen Racing 
and Red Bull has already reaped world titles for Citroen, Sebastien Loeb and 
Daniel Elena in 2008 and 2009, and the ties between the two companies are 
to be stepped up for next season.

In addition to the Citroen Total World Rally Team-entered C4 
WRCs of Sebastien Loeb and Dani Sordo, a second team will 
also now run two C4 WRCs for Kimi Raikkonen and Sebastien 
Ogier in the colours of Red Bull and Citroen.

The collaboration between Citroen and Red Bull, which dates 
back to the 2008 Rally Argentina (won by Sebastien Loeb and 
Daniel Elena) and which has since harvested 15 other wins, 
is to be reinforced in 2010. As in 2008 and 2009, the two 
Citroen Total World Rally Team-run C4 WRCs will both sport 
the livery of the famous energy drink, and the defending World 
Champions have renewed their faith in Sebastien Loeb/Daniel 
Elena and Dani Sordo/Marc Marti.

The deal will be extended in 2010 to include the two Citroen 
Junior Team cars that will compete in Red Bull’s colours on 12 
of the 2010 FIA World Rally Championship’s 13 rounds, the 
exception being the Rally of New Zealand. These two Citroën 
C4 WRCs will be campaigned by Kimi Räikkönen/Kaj Lindström 
and Sébastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia.

Finland’s Kimi Raikkonen, 30, who has won 18 Formula 1 
Grands Prix, claimed the Formula 1 world crown in 2007, and 

contested several rallies in 2009 - including his home round 
of the WRC - said: “I always wanted to compete in rally, 
especially in the World Rally Championship at some point in my
career. Thanks to Red Bull, I have the opportunity to drive the 
best car of the series with the Citroen C4. This is a new but 
very exciting challenge. For the moment we have a one-year 
contract and we will see how it goes for the future. I am really 
looking forward to testing the car and taking the start of the
fi rst rally.”

Citroën Racing Director, Olivier Quesnel added: “Red Bull’s 
commitment and energy are a perfect fi t for Citroen’s ongoing 
thirst for victory. We will continue to count on Sebastien and 
Dani to defend our world titles in 2010, and we will also be 
prolonging our association with Sebastien Ogier who showed
outstanding potential this year. Last but not least, it is with 
immense joy that we welcome Kimi Raikkonen to our ranks. 
We are very proud that he has chosen Citroen. In addition to 
the confi rmation of these four crews, we will hopefully be able 
to announce other programmes over the coming weeks.”
- Credit: Citroen Racing

SPECIAL NEWS: KIMI RAIKKONEN IN WRC
F1 Champion signs for WRC in 2010



SANORRC: 2009 SEASON WRAP-UP
Season dominated by Hutchison/Bergmann

With the dust settled on the Special Vehicle category championship in the 
Absa Off Road Championship, the title-winning efforts of Evan Hutchison and 
Achim Bergmann had a Jenoson Buttonesque look about them. TEXT by SA 
Off Road Racing Commission. IMAGES by MOTORPICS.

PART TWO: SPECIAL VEHICLES

Recently crowned Formula One world champion Jenson 
Button won six of the fi rst seven events, and then went a 
little off the boil. In similar vein Hutchison and Bergmann, in 
the Motorite Revo1 4X4, won four of the fi rst fi ve events and 
then failed to see out the distance over the last two events.

By that time, however, Hutchison and Bergmann had 
clinched both the overall and Class A championships. 
Hutchison also ended the year with the bonus of having 
won Class A7 in the Sasol Rally Championship – a unique 
achievement.

Second place in the overall and Class A stakes was decided 
at the RFS Magalies 400. A win on the fi nal event of the 
season lifted Nick and Ryan Harper, in the Atlas Copco BAT, 
clear of Shameer Variawa and Siegfried Rousseau (Total 
Porter) who fi nished down the pecking order after a clutch 
problem.

There was a change of order in the Class A championship 
thanks to anomalies in off road scoring. Here Naeem 
Moosajee (Tyre Rack Jimco) took third among the drivers 
ahead of Variawa and Mike Whitehouse in the Regent Racing 
BAT.

Mathew Carlson, who partnered Whitehouse, was third 
among the co-drivers ahead of Rousseau and Mohammed 
Moultson who partnered Moosajee for most of the season. 
Moultson, however, missed the last two races.

The Harpers and Whitehouse/Carlson were the only Special 
vehicle crews to go through the season with 100 percent 
fi nish records.

Class B was dominated throughout the season by Cape crew 
Derrick du Toit and Ian Pienaar in the Orange Tree BAT. The 
pair, with Pienaar missing one event and now in retirement, 
romped home by clear margins.

Perseverance paid off for brothers Keith and Andrew 
Makenete who were second in the Zarco Lite with Johan de 
Klerk, in another Zarco Lite, taking third among the drivers. 
Steve Harris, who partnered Simon Beckett and du Toit 
during the season, edged out de Klerk’s co-driver, Louis 
Pretorius, in the navigator stakes.

The Class P battle went all the way to the wire with 
defending champions Johan and Etienne Bezuidenhout 
(Adenco BAT) coming up with a win at just the right time 
to wrap up back to back titles. Second among the drivers 
went to KZN driver Don Thompson who made use of three 
co-drivers during the season.

Thompson edged out Johan van Staden who, along with 
James Rossouw (KEC BAT) scored a maiden win on the RFS 
Magalies 400. Rossouw was second among the co-drivers 
and the unlucky pair were David and Gary White (Ruwacon 
BAT), who had a miserable time of it on the fi nal event 
and fi nished fourth and third in the driver and co-driver 
championships.



DAKAR: SOUTH AMERICA 2010
01 - 17 January 2010

PART TWO: LOGISTICAL PRECISION
Organization is half the battle – this maxim is particularly true in cross-
country rally racing. From transporting people and equipment to the venue 
and throughout the rally, to organizing the service locations, all the way to 
smooth spare parts supply – planning with clock-work-like precision is one 
of the success factors at the Dakar Rally. TEXT by Volkswagen Motorsport.

For the Volkswagen Motorsport title defence project in 2010, 
about 80 team members and 23 service vehicles ensure that 
the fi ve factory-fi elded and factory-prepared Volkswagen 
Race Touareg vehicles receive effi cient service day by day 
throughout the 15-day desert classic.

The Volkswagen logisticians only had about two months’ time 
to meticulously prepare their spare parts supply operation 
for the Dakar Rally. The return of the service vehicles from 
the Silk Way Rally on 25 September, which Volkswagen 
successfully contested with a one-two-three win, gave 
the starting signal for the preparation of the service and 
equipment trucks – the centrepiece of the logistics effort.

Five trucks specifi cally designed for this purpose are assigned 
to each of the Race Touareg vehicles during the Dakar Rally. 
Each of these trucks carries so many spare parts on board that 
a new Race Touareg could be built from them – plus several 
identical components that are prone to higher wear or risk 
of damage. The preparation of the trucks – including spare 
parts loading and technical inspections – has to be completed 
by 24 November 2009. On that day the service trucks, three 
other equipment and two race trucks – all of which are MAN 
vehicles – will depart for Le Havre in France to board the ship 
for Buenos Aires where they will be received again by the team 
just before the rally starts.

As between the various stage destinations, the Volkswagen 
Race Touareg vehicles will also use a more direct route 
than the service trucks in terms of logistics. The fi ve 300-
hp “Dakar” prototypes will be transported by air to Buenos 
Aires. Volkswagen charters space on two cargo planes for this 
purpose which will take off for their fl ights across the Atlantic 
Ocean on 11 and 14 December.

On location, a daily marathon will be on the Volkswagen 
Motorsport service team’s agenda during the Dakar Rally. 
To arrive at the 15 stage destinations on time, a total of 
23 service vehicles are available to the roughly 80 team 
members. In addition to the service and equipment trucks, 
the Wolfsburg-based automobile manufacturer even deploys 
several Panamericana Multivans. Every day of the rally will 
push the engineers and technicians of the Volkswagen factory 
team to the limits. At daytime, the team members travel the 
service route to the evening bivouac where maintenance of the 
Race Touareg vehicles is on the agenda right after their arrival.

The Volkswagen bivouac is a self-suffi cient, inherently 
fascinating service centre that is re-erected every day. Stage 

after stage, the team extracts material from the MAN service 
and equipment trucks transporting a total cargo of 50 tons 
between them and at lightning speed sets up a service location 
that is totally geared to effective and professional maintenance 
of the rally vehicles, at a different location for each of the 
rally’s legs. The Volkswagen bivouac is not dependent on any 
external utilities. For example, each of the service trucks 
carries its own power generator on board. Combined, these 
generators deliver a connected load equalling that of four one-
family houses. Part of this energy is directly converted into 
light: lighting balloons ensure that the mechanics can properly 
see at night.

The various trucks are geared to a perfect division of labour. 
All service trucks equipped exclusively for the maintenance 
needs of the rally vehicles have side panels that can be opened 
and entered by the mechanics. After the panels have been 
opened, they allow direct access to the spare parts arranged 
in aluminium transport boxes and to the tool drawers. In 
addition, each truck contains a mobile “garage” including a 
workbench, grinding and milling machines. The reason why 
each truck has a totally identical confi guration and equipment 
is safety: in case one of the trucks should break down, the 
remaining vehicles can ensure continued support without any 
delays.

Unlike the service trucks, the equipment trucks are used to 
fi t out the bivouac: tents as dust, sun and rain protection for 
the engineers and the medical department, a kitchen with a 
team chef as well as showers for the mechanics are on board 
of these vehicles. That Volkswagen prepares food for the crew 
directly in the bivouac is based on a sound consideration: It 
saves a great deal of time, allows the crew to get more sleep 
and, last but not least, helps the mechanics to maintain their 
strength.

For the fi rst time at a “Dakar” Volkswagen uses an electronic 
inventory system which has been successfully tested during 
several preparatory rallies. Every spare part – from the bonnet 
complete with graphics to a small specialty bolt – is marked 
with a barcode. The data on the replacement and spare parts 
are acquired using special scanners. This has two advantages: 
The software provides information about the inventories 
available on the service trucks. In addition, the mileages of the 
removed components are captured and catalogued. Each rally 
kilometre thus adds to the years-long wealth of experience 
of the engineers regarding the durability of each individual 
component – and even documented in the form of a digitalised 
log.



WBMK 2009: CLUB HONOURS CHAMPIONS
Witzenberg Motorklub

The Witzenberg Motorklub (WBMK) held their annual awards ceremony at 
the Flamingo’s Restaurant in Langebaan this past weekend. Celebrating and 
honouring club champions and winners, the event also hosted South African 
rally favourites Ewold and Minota van Bergen and celebrated Afrikaans 
motoring editor Ben van Rensburg, WRITES PATRICK VERMAAK.

FITTING FINALE TO 2009 SEASON

The VIPs arrived via stretch limo and the voice of Pieter 
Swanepoel announced their arrival. Settling down with light 
snacks it was WBMK Honorary President Pierre van der 
Westhuizen who opened proceedings with a short welcoming 
address. 

As has become custom the evening would see recognition 
given to anyone who contested motorsport under the 
Witzenberg Motorklub banner, and it was especially an 
honour for members participating in the 2009 Western 
Province (WP) Regional Rally Championship to receive their 
awards from the very fi rst South African National Rally 
Champion Ewold van Bergen.

Ettiene du Toit and Patrick Vermaak were the only WBMK 
members to compete in the Senior WP Regional Rally 
Championship with their sterling efforts in the Gp N2-
specifi cation Belfreeze Bavaria S3 Toyota Corolla RXi 1600.

In the Junior WP Rally Championship, the only lady rally 
driver in the region, Stefanie Hugo, and her father Willem 
achieved second place overall in the Class S3 Championship 
and fourth position overall in the Junior Championship with 
their Wiel/Select Cars Toyota Corolla RXi 1600.

Starting his rallying career at the age of 16 young Gansbaai 
talent Paul-Hendrik Franken contested selected rounds of the 
WP Regional Rally Championship this season and his 14th 
place overall and second in class S2 with his Volkswagen Golf 
CSL 1600 are truly commendable.
    
Gavin Grierson and Paul van Greunen drove their SAHRA 
Nissan Skyline 2.8GTX with the usual enthusiasm to fi nish 
their season eighth/tenth overall in the Junior Championship 
and fourth/fi fth in Class S4.
 
Stealing the thunder in 2009, however, was Thorsten Pey 
and Mark Palmer in their Winning Business Solutions/
Forsdicks Tyger Valley S4 BMW 325i. 

Not only did they add a fourth consecutive Class S4 
Championship title to their names, but they also equalled the 
record set by Johann Zulch with a fourth Chris Truter Trophy 
as the best rear wheel driven team in the Western Province. 

Finishing their season with a maximum score of 204 points 
made them truly deserving 2009 Western Province Junior 
Rally Driver and Navigator Champions. Receiving their 
awards from Ewold van Bergen a fi tting fi nale to their perfect 
season!

Thank you to every club member, competitor, offi cial, 
supporter, sponsor and spectator for their part in making this 
a splendid rallying season.
- Credi: IMAGES by Patrick Vermaak.
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ITALY: MONZA RALLY SHOW 2009
27 - 29 November 2009

CAPELLO WINS 2009 THRILLER
Rinaldo Capello scored his fi fth victory at the Monza Rally Show today, 
aboard a Citroen C4 WRC. The factory Audi driver defeated MotoGP superstar 
Valentino Rossi who had to be content with second place in the Monster 
Energy-backed Ford Focus WRC after having to recover from a costly spin 
whilst leading the event. IMAGES and TEXT by www.rallylink.it.

Fabio Babini had been in second spot for most of the event but 
eventually fi nished 3rd overall following a wrong tyre choice he 
made for his Subaru Impreza S12, though he did beat former 
double world rally champion Marcus Gronholm who brought 
the S14 Impreza home in 4th place.

Meanwhile, Capello also claimed the Master Show fi nale event 
by defeating Alessandro Perico’s Citroen C4 WRC.

FINAL Monza Rally Show 2009 CLASSIFICATION:
01) R. Capello/L. Pirollo (Citroen C4 WRC) - 01h 17m 47,2s
02) V. Rossi/C. Cassina (Ford Focus RS WRC08) + 17,8s
03) F. Babini/G. Bernacchini (Subaru Impreza WRC) + 42,3s
04) M. Gronholm/T. Rautainen (Subaru Impreza WRC) + 48,7s
05) A. Navarra/M. Cerrari (Subaru Impreza WRC) + 01m 32,8s
06) P. Longhi/L. Cassol (Skoda Fabia WRC) + 01m 39,2s
07) M. Simoncelli/G. Amore (Ford Focus RS WRC) + 01m52,6s
08) A. Perico/M. Morello (Citroen Xsara WRC) + 01m 55,7s
09) A. Aghini/A. Rossi (Ford Focus RS WRC07) + 02m 18,7s
10) T. Cavallini/M. Lupi (Citroen Xsara WRC) + 02m 29,7s
- Source: www.RallyBuzz.com



TURKEY: ISTANBUL RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
13 December 2009

ISTANBUL CHEERS TO SOUNDS OF RALLY CARS
This weekend sees the fi rst of the three-round Castrol Istanbul Rally 
Championship, WRITES EVAN ROTHMAN. 

With this championship starting after the Turkish Rally 
Championship’s fi nal event, this series is aimed at attracting 
newcomers to the sport of rallying.

Held in and around the largest city in Turkey, Istanbul, the fi rst 
round offers high speed stages on Sunday 13 December. For 
the 2009 running of this event, the stages have been moved 
from the Belgrad Forest to be set in the vicinity of Istanbul 
Park. An added bonus for specators and competitors is the 
Special Stage in the city that was created last year and has 
been included for the event this year.

In previous editions of the rally, Serkan Yazici (Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution IX), exciting Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
series competitor Volkan Isik (Fiat Grande Punto Abarth 
S2000) and Serdar Bostanci (historic Opel Mantra 400) have 
wowed the enthusiastic rally crowds.

20-year-old Burcu Burkut Erenkul is the youngest female rally 
competitor in Turkey and has already proven herself to be a 

worthy adversary behind the steering wheel of her rally car. 
She will be in action on Sunday, and many competitors and 
fans will be closely following her progress in this three-round 
rally championship.

Interviewing Burcu for this event, HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS 
can offer readers a unique preview to this event.

“These days I am stressed about an upcoming exam at my 
university, and to add to it I also have a few problems with my 
rally car to rectify,” said Burcu. “I am sure we will be okay. 

“We will be testing on Saturday and readying for the event 
on Sunday, and the testing only makes me more eager for 
the rally. It has been raining here the last few days, and it is 
predicted to rain on Sunday too. This will make the stages 
slippery, and I don’t like that!

“The rally will be unpredictable, and I am hoping to fi nish the 
event strongly. I am eager to get started!”



Al Attiyah held on to the end despite huge pressure from UAE 
driver Sheikh Abdullah Al Qassimi, and fellow Qatar Misfer Al 
Marri.

Going into the fi nal two stages, it was clear that last year’s 
epic battle between Al Attiyah and Sheikh Khalid Al Qassimi 
would not be continuing with his brother Sheikh Abdullah 
taking over the driving seat this year.

However, consistency was the key in Sheikh Abdullah securing 
a second place fi nish and the feeling of achievement was plain 
to see on the faces of the duo, with co driver Steve Lancaster 
picking up eight points to fi nish third overall in the MERC co-
drivers championship.

However, it was Rashid Al Ketbi who caused a stir with 
lightning quick times on every stage, bar one. Al Ketbi, who 
struggled to complete special stage one on Friday, when his 
brand new Skoda Fabia Super 2000 overheated, came back 
with a vengeance and posted the quickest times on every 
other stage.

It was not enough however for the Emirati twosome, Al Ketbi 
and co-driver, Khalid Alkendi, to make up for lost ground on 
day one. The car, which Al Ketbi hoped would help secure the 
Dubai title, was delivered just days before the rally. “Even 
though we lost time on the fi rst stage, the car is fantastic and 
I am driving well,” Al Ketbi said.

Lebanese driver Nicholai Georgiou solidifi ed his position on 
day two and secured himself a place in select group Pirelli Star 
Drivers’ programme.

His close contender, Kuwait’s Meshari Al Thafi ri had to retire 
on day one following mechanical problems and despite starting 
day two was unable to make up for lost time.

Georgiou lost out on victory last year on a technicality to 
Cypriot Nicos Thomas, but the Lebanese youngster who has 
been the most improved driver in the region this season 

ensured that he got it right this time.

He won the West Zone of the Pirelli Star Driver competition in 
Syria, while Al Thafi ri qualifi ed for the regional fi nal through 
the Gulf Zone event in Kuwait back in March.

Rally organiser, Mohammed Ben Sulayem, President of 
Automobile Tourism Club of UAE, who is also FIA Vice President 
said: “Nick Georgiou now joins the other winners from Europe, 
Africa and the Asia-Pacifi c region and will participate in six 
rounds of the World Rally Championship next year in Jordan, 
Portugal, Finland, Germany, France and Great Britain.”

The Automobile and Touring Club of the UAE (ATCUAE) 
received over 25 entries for the popular fi nal round of the 
championship, set amidst the beautiful mountains of Hatta, 
115 kilometres north of Dubai in the United Arab Emirates.

The 2009 Dubai International Rally, the 31st edition of the 
event, has garnered support from Emaar, The Address Hotels 
and Resorts, Emarat, Oasis and Explorer. The government 
support for the event comes from Dubai Ports & Dubai 
Customs, Dubai Police, Immigration, Road and Transport 
Authority, Ministry of Civil Defense. Ministry of Youth and 
Culture and Social Development also support the rally.

FINAL Dubai International Rally CLASSIFICATION:
01) N. Al Attiyah/G. Bernacchini - 02h 23m 26,4s
02) A. Al Qasimi/S. Lancaster - 02h 26m 04s
03) M. Al Merri/C. Patterson - 02h 29m 15s 
04) K. Al Suwaidi/N. Beech - 02h 35m 04s 
05) J. Al Merri/J. Carlin - 02h 41m 50s
06) R. Al Kendi/K. Al Kendi - 02h 42m 41s
- Credit: TEXT by www.merc-fi a.com; 
IMAGE by www.nasser-al-attiyah.com

MERC: DUBAI INTERNATIONAL RALLY
Dubai driver ends season on high note

Qatar’s Nasser Al Attiyah looks to take top honours at the Dubai 
International Rally and secures his sixth Middle East Rally Championship 
title.

AL ATTIYAH CLAIMS SIXTH MERC CROWN




