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McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View  

Rallying always was and still remains the world most photogenic branch of motor sport with its 
natural and often stunning backgrounds. The calendar “McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View” 
reveals beautiful landscapes, water splashes, jumps as well as technical views in service areas. It 
does all this in an impressive 95-centimetre wide panoramic format. For each month of the year, it 
gives you a choice between two very different pictures for example works cars from the WRC 
teams Ford and Citroen, or pictures of the championship’s other major stars like Marcus Grönholm 
in a Subaru Impreza WRC. Moreover, some images of the latest S2000 cars pay tribute to this 
new formula in rallying as well as the growing interest in the IRC. As last year, the calendar 
contains exclusive background information from McKlein’s photographers on the location where 
the pictures were taken and the camera settings used. 

Technical details: 

• Publisher: McKlein  

• Photos: McKlein  

• Size: 97 x 48 cm  

• Pages: 25  

• Pictures: 43 (choice between two images every month)  

• Extra features: spiral binding, dispatched in a cardboard box 

• ZAR 695.00 including vat excluding postage 

                                               

To place your order contact us on the following number- 

Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail: sales-1@ats-motorsport.co.za 

Website : ats-motorsport.co.za 
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UK Rally to continue running British 
Rally Championship until 2014
 UK Rally Ltd, the company that promotes and runs the MSA 
British Rally Championship (BRC), has extended its contract 
option with the Motor Sports Association to continue running 
Britain’s premier rally championship for the next fi ve years.
 
UK Rally Managing Director Mark Taylor said, “Taking our 
option to extend our contract with the MSA means that we will 
have an unbroken nine years in charge of the championship 
and importantly it brings the BRC contract in line with the MSA 
Country Championships.”
 
“I’m sure we can repay the confi dence that the MSA has shown 
in us and the infl ux of talented youngsters in the last couple of 
years has shown that the Championship is providing the right 
sporting arena for aspiring UK and International competitors.”
 
The 2010 MSA British Rally Championship calendar is already 
set, with the opening round, Bulldog International Rally North 
Wales on March 27th having just released its event overview, 
Rally Guide One.
 
For more information, up to date news and images from all 
the events on the MSA British Rally Championship, visit www.
rallybrc.co.uk or its support series, the BRC Challenge at www.
rallybrcchallenge.co.uk
- Credit: www.rallybrc.co.uk

The preparations for the 2010 Geko Ypres Rally are already 
well underway, with the rally taking place during the last 
weekend of June.   

Geko Woonwereld, a large furniture supplier from Zulte, will 
sponsor the Belgium Ypres Rally for the next two seasons. 
Geko has already supported several well known drivers and 
is now looking forward to partnering with the Belgium Ypres 
Rally.   

Alain Penasse, rally manager of the Belgium Ypres Rally said: 
“We are really pleased to be able to work with a company like 
Geko. It is a large player in the market and they understand 
rallying. In these diffi cult times, it was a good thing for Geko to 
partner up with the Belgium Ypres Rally and we are convinced 
that this partnership will allow us to grow the event over the 
coming years.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Preparations for June 2010 Ypres 
Rally are already underway

World Motor Sport Council decides 
future direction of WRC from 2011
From January 2010, there will be a Super 2000 World Rally 
Championship for Drivers. The number of qualifying rallies is 
10, and at the time of registration the entrant must nominate 
seven rallies, including two outside Europe, in which to score 
points. This Championship is in addition to the WRC Cup for 
S2000 Teams.

From 2011, S2000 cars (1.6L turbo and 2.0L normally 
aspirated) and Group N cars will be eligible for the WRC and all 
FIA Regional Rally Championships. In addition, from 2011, all 
new homologations of S2000 cars must be fi tted with a 1.6L 
turbo engine.

From 2010, the latest FIA 8860-2004 helmet will be mandatory 
for all Priority drivers competing in World Rally Championship 
events. The helmet, which took eight years to develop by 
the FIA and FIA Institute, provides drivers with increased 
protection in all key impact areas. It absorbs 50 per cent more 
impact energy and has improved load spreading during side 
impact accidents. It also resists 30 per cent more penetration 
energy and provides up to 30 per cent more protection against 
injury caused by excessive rotational accelerations.

Further details regarding the helmet specifi cation and its 
associated benefi ts will be distributed in due course.
 
The dates of the following 2010 events have been amended:
31/3 - 3/4 Rally Jordan
7 - 11/7 Rally Bulgaria 
28 - 31/7 Rally Finland

Following the FIA Rally Forum, a Working Group has been 
created to produce a plan to develop rallying on a global 
level. The group is chaired by the FIA Deputy President for 
Sport and comprised of representatives from each category of 
stakeholders.
- Credit: www.fi a.com

Skoda has announced that it will fi eld three factory Fabia 
Super 2000 cars at the Rallye Monte Carlo in January, following 
the decision to sign 2008 Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
champion, Nicolas Vouilloz.   

Vouilloz, who competed in a Kronos Racing-run Peugeot 
Super 2000 last season, will link up with regulars Jan Kopecky 
and Juho Hanninen for what is the fi rst event in the 2010 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge.   

“The Monte Carlo Rally is an extremely challenging event and 

Nicolas Vouilloz signs with Skoda for 
Monte Carlo Rally 2010
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we see it as one of the most important races of the upcoming 
season,” said Michal Hrabanek, head of Skoda Motorsport.

“The 2009 Monte Carlo event successfully started off our new 
project Fabia Super 2000 and then the whole 2009 season was 
a success for our crews and a great motivation for the entire 
team to work hard also in the future.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Newly-crowned Junior World Rally Champion Martin Prokop 
will drive the all-new Ford Fiesta S2000 next season in the 
fi rst year of a long-term plan with Ford’s rally machinery. The 
27-year-old Czech will tackle seven rounds of the new FIA WRC 
Cup and S-WRC, beginning with the opening rally in Sweden in 
February.

Prokop and co-driver Jan Tomanek plan to use next season as 
a platform from which to step up to the primary WRC in 2011.
Prokop’s Jipocar Racing team will prepare and maintain the 
Fiesta S2000 from its base in Jihlava, Czech Republic. There 
will be little time for Prokop to acclimatise himself to his new 
car as the team will receive the Fiesta S2000 just a couple of 
weeks before Rally Sweden (11 - 14 February).

“I decided to drive the Fiesta S2000 because it is a great, 
beautifully built car,” said Prokop. “I like the way Ford 
organises its WRC campaign, as well as the fact it knows how 
to present its successes and effectively support its customer 
teams.”

Prokop could become the fi rst graduate of Ford’s recently-
completed ladder of opportunity, designed to take talented 
young drivers from the sport’s grass roots to rallying’s top tier.
“Ford has a clear vision of helping young drivers to climb the 
rallying ladder. It will be possible to convert a Fiesta S2000 to 
a new specifi cation WRC car for 2011, which is ideal for me. I 
want to go ever-further as a rally driver, therefore I fi nd this 
possibility of a smooth transition to WRC very appealing,” he 
added.   

“We are delighted to have the current Junior World Rally 
Champion in one of our cars,” said M-Sport managing director 
Malcolm Wilson, whose company developed the Fiesta S2000 
and is Ford’s senior partner in international rallying.

“I’m pleased Martin has made the commitment to take the 
S2000 route in his career as it is the next step up from a 
J-WRC car. We’re looking forward to working with him and 
giving him as much technical support as possible. We have 
had great interest in the Fiesta S2000 already and the S-WRC 
is looking to be an exciting championship for all the drivers 
involved next year,” added Wilson.

Ford of Europe’s senior motorsport manager Gerard Quinn 
welcomed Prokop to Ford’s rally family. “I’m delighted that 
Martin has chosen a Fiesta S2000 for 2010. He has seen the 
opportunities available to talented young drivers via Ford’s 
ladder of opportunity and I look forward to seeing him as a 
front-running challenger in the S-WRC next season,” he said.
In addition to the S-WRC, Prokop and Tománek could tackle 
some rounds of the Czech Rally Championship in their Fiesta 

Martin Prokop joins Ford to drive 
Fiesta S2000 in 2010 and beyond

S2000. Under consideration are high-profi le events like the 
Bohemia Rally and the Barum Rally.

Prokop isn’t shy in sharing his ambitions for the season. “It 
won’t be about collecting experience.We have driven enough 
world rallies to have higher ambitions. The crucial point for us 
is to learn quickly how to work with the new car. If we manage 
that, I’m sure we will be able to maintain our level from 2009 
in S2000 next year. And this means fi ghting for the podium in 
each rally.” he said.

Sebastien Loeb and co-driver Daniel Elena collected their sixth 
consecutive FIA World Rally Championship trophy at the FIA 
Gala in Monaco thsi past weekend. The pairing claimed the title 
on the fi nal round to maintain their place in the record books 
as the most successful crew in the history of the series.

Loeb and Elena were unstoppable at the start of the year, 
winning the fi rst fi ve events before Ford’s Mikko Hirvonen 
fought back with four consecutive victories. Split by one point, 
the rivals went head to head on the fi nal round in Wales. Loeb 
and Elena won the event - their 54th world rally victory - to 
claim the title by a single point.

Sebastien Loeb said: “I have to admit that this season will 
remain as one of the most exciting. At the start of the year, 
everyone - except the team - thought we could win all 
rallies, but it turned out to be very different. This shows how 
challenging our discipline is, and how strong is the competition. 
I am delighted that we have clinched a sixth title in a row and 
I really want to thank all the team who have worked very hard 
to make this happen, especially Dani Sordo and Marc Marti 
who have been fantastic team-mates.”

The FIA World Rally Championship for Manufacturers was 
won by the Citroen Total World Rally Team for the second 
consecutive year, despite strong opposition from the BP Ford 
Abu Dhabi World Rally Team.
     
Citroen Racing Director Olivier Quesnel said: “We have lived a 
thrilling season with a happy ending for us. I am very proud 
of the entire Citroen Racing team as they never gave up even 
when we experienced harder events in the middle of the year. 
The World Rally Championship matches perfectly Citroen’s 
philosophy: the will to win and the creative technology motto. 
We could not dream of better ambassadors than Sebastien 
and Daniel who have set another outstanding performance this 
year, combined with the consistency and team-spirit of Dani 
and Marc.”

Armindo Araujo and co-driver Miguel Ramalho won the 2009 
FIA Production Car World Rally Championship title. The 23rd 
season of the WRC’s production car category took in eight of 
the 12 events and the Portuguese pairing won by three points.

Czech Republic driver Martin Prokop became the country’s fi rst-
ever world rally champion when he won the FIA Junior World 
Rally Championship.
- Credit: www.fi a.com

Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena 
collect their sixth WRC title crowns
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Last year’s winning vehicle has been designed to master any 
type of terrain at racing speed: The world’s hottest desert? – 
Awe-inspiring altitudes at two crossings of the Andes? High-
speed stretches across gravel? To tackle these challenges, 
the engineers from Volkswagen subjected the roughly 300hp 
Dakar prototype with a TDI diesel power-plant to continuous 
further development. “Expect the unexpected” is one of the 
Dakar’s principles. The Race Touareg is ready to accomplish 
this feat.

“The Dakar Rally is an unrelenting motorsport cross-country 
marathon at which reliability is of paramount importance,” says 
Kris Nissen, Volkswagen Motorsport Director. “The Dakar
equates to the distance of an entire Formula 1 season. 
During the rally the prototypes have to handle extreme 
mechanical loads, highly varied terrain and major temperature 
differences.”

The Dakar Rally in Argentina and Chile is the world’s toughest 
motorsport cross-country marathon. Every day, quick gravel 
stretches alternate several times with deep sand. As well as 
undulating, twisty sections with narrow trails, crossings of 
fl at, wide lowland plains are on the agenda. The two crossings 
of the Andes when the teams cross the borders between 
Argentina and Chile involve altitudes of up to 4 700m above 
sea level and pose particular challenges. In all of these 
conditions Volkswagen, as the winning squad of the 2009 
Dakar, will be able to draw on valuable experience in 2010. 
For example, a sophisticated high-altitude application for the 
engine electronics was already developed before the end of the 
year. It limits power output and performance losses due to the 
lower oxygen content at higher altitudes despite the required 
interventions.

Maintenance of the vehicles in the bivouacs is another 
important aspect of this multi-faceted motorsport category. 
The service crew itself has to complete a daily marathon run to
guarantee perfect service at the various stage destinations in 
Argentina and Chile – and, what is more, in the sometimes 
blazing heat and on the extremely dirty vehicles.

To be perfectly prepared for the excruciating demands of the 
Dakar, Volkswagen subjects all of the vehicle components of 
the Race Touareg to in-depth tests during their development 
cycles. Only parts that have completed entire Dakar distances 
– and more – in testing operations without any problems 
receive the green light to be used in the rally. Even for the 
smallest detailed solutions a use in the most important 
competition of the year would be out of the question without 
prior endurance tests. After the exploit in 2009 Volkswagen 
meticulously prepared for the title defence project in January 
2010. Three Race Touareg vehicles completed tests in 

competitive conditions at the Rally dos Sertoes in Brazil, and 
four of the prototypes from Wolfsburg at the Silk Way Rally 
through Russia, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, each covering 
some 4 500km of special stages, and successfully in both 
cases. In addition, at a test in Morocco one and a half of 
the Dakar distance was reeled off in long runs without any 
signifi cant defects.

The prototypes from Wolfsburg for the 2010 Dakar are based 
on the basic concept of the Race Touareg 2 that made its 
competition debut in 2005 and has been improved step by
step ever since. Thanks to the long development cycles 
that are typical in cross-country rally racing the current RT2 
embodies the experience of fi ve years of competing in rally
raids. While, for example, in Formula 1 up to three new chassis 
are developed per season, with components being designed for 
300 and more racing kilometres, the development cycles for 
Dakar components are clearly longer.

Not counting the TDI engine, the Race Touareg consists of 
some 5 000 individual components. Every single one of them 
is subjected to detailed tests and inspections before it is 
installed or loaded for shipping as a scheduled exchange or 
spare part. Volkswagen has developed a system of unrelenting 
quality checks for this purpose. Both purchased and in-
house produced parts are non-destructively examined for 
manufacturing defects using special procedures; in addition, 
samples of each series are subjected to extremely tough
loading tests. Each individual assembly component is 
electronically catalogued and its service life recorded. On 
location at the Dakar barcode scanners provide a constant
overview of the mobile “warehouse” on board the service 
trucks carrying the spare parts and indicate scheduled 
component exchanges. All of this serves just one single 
purpose: to face the “unexpected” of the Dakar with optimum 
preparation.

For the year 2010, the Race Touareg features some detailed 
improvements. To achieve them, the engineers did not focus 
on performance leaps but on the durability of the individual 
components. For example, component life in the area of the 
gearbox was improved and the voltage supply of the onboard 
network stabilized even more than before for use in extreme 
conditions. In addition, further optimizations were achieved 
with brake cooling for longer component life as well as with 
respect to the service life of the intercooler.

In collaboration with tyre partner BFGoodrich, the “All Terrain” 
tyre was further improved. This basic tyre which is also used 
by competitors – such as X-raid-BMW – now exhibits a
better grip level on loose gravel. In addition, the tyre carcass 
and tread were optimized yet again.

When the Dakar Rally kicks off on 01 January 2010 with the ceremonial 
start in Buenos Aires, the Volkswagen Race Touareg 2 will move across the 
starting ramp with detailed improvements.
TEXT: Volkswagen Motorsport Media; IMAGES: Motorpics.

PART THREE: ENGINEERING EFFICIENCY

DAKAR: SOUTH AMERICA 2010
01 - 17 January 2010



TRC: YAGIZ AVCI PROFILE
Turkey Rally Championship in the spotlight

A Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX driver has dominated the Turkish Rally 
Championship, claiming victories on fi ve of the six events this season. 
Backed by Parkur Racing, young gun has also been crowned the 2008 
Turkish Rally Champion. Aged 25 he’s now the youngest Turkish rally 
Champion ever. Yagiz Avci was previously crowned as the Turkish Junior 
Rally Driver Champion in 2006 and again in 2008. He also fi nished the 2008 
Intercontinenta Rally Challenge series 2WD category in third place overall.

AVCI DOMINATES IN TURKEY IN 2009

After the withdrawal of the works team in which Avci drove 
for at the end of the 2008 season, he was in the search for a 
seat at the beginning at the beginning of this year. With time 
riunning out to the season-opening Istanbul Rally, which was 
also the second round of European Rally Championship, Parkur 
Racing arranged a Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX to the young gun. 
Avci didn’t disappoint his new team’s hopes and fi nished the 
fi rst event in second place overall, but won the national class. 
This was the fi rst of his fi ve successive victories in the Turkish 
Rally Championship.

After three successful rallies, Avci clinched his fi rst title with 
Hitit Rally, the fi fth round of the season. The last event on 
the calendar was the Kocaeli Rally where Avci encountered 
a manifold problem that caused him to retire. Yet, Avci was 
pleased: Avci also won regional Mesopotamya Rally outing in 
which he competed as Kocaeli Rally warm-up. 
  
Co-driven by Ersan Alkir, who was recently crowned Turkish 
Rally Co-Driver Champion, Avci said he was happy to win the 
title and become the youngest Turkish champion. “The result 

is unbelievable. We won the championship after a successful 
season. Except for the last round, we won every outing we 
competed. I would like to thank to my team Parkur Racing for 
their confi dence in me. Without their devoted effort, I couldn’t 
win the title. I thank to my sponsors Unifree Dutyfree and 
Ipragaz, my technical team B-Service and Bee Danismanlik for 
their support.”

Parkur Racing team director Can Celebi said they reached their 
goals planned for the season. “This season was fantastic for 
us. Parkur Racing not only won the drivers’ title with Yagiz 
Avci, but also won the Turkish Rally Teams Championship. Our 
other driver, Kerem Ustunkaya, fi nished the season in third 
position overall with a similar car and Guven Bostanci placed 
fourth overall. Parkur Racing’s young Ford Fiesta ST driver 
Ozen Ozer fi nished the season second in Turkish Junior Rally 
Championship. Also, in the Turkish Historic Rally Championship 
we won the title with Ahmet Ongun with a Ford Escort MK I.  I 
congratulate each of Parkur Racing drivers and co-drivers for 
their performance.” 
-Credit: www.parkurracing.net



SANRC: TOYOTA MOTORSPORT
Season dominated by Hutchison/Bergmann

As 2009 draws to a close Toyota will mark the end of an era for Toyota 
Motorsport as it transitions from a division of South Africa’s largest motor 
manufacturer to a privately controlled entity backed by Toyota South Africa. 
While this opens up new horizons and challenges for Toyota Motorsport, 
it also sees the end of what has been an exceptionally successful period 
spanning close to 20 years. 
TEXT: Toyota South Africa. IMAGES: Motorpics.

NEW ERA FOR TOYOTA MOTORSPORT IN 2010

During this time, under the management of the quietly 
spoken Wammy Haddad, Toyota South Africa emerged as 
the dominant force in local motorsport, especially in national 
championship rallying. It is this highly competitive team 
that will form the foundation of the new privately managed 
organisation to be run by Glyn Hall.

Wammy joined Toyota in December 1990 to take up the 
challenge of raising the level of competiveness of a team, 
that up until that time, had featured well both technically and 
competitively but lacked consistency in a highly competitive 
environment.

Toyota fi rst appeared as a national championship rally winner 
in 1968 when Jan Hettema and Raggy Schjolberg won that 
year’s Moonlight Rally. The pair followed that up with a win in 
the Tour Natal Rally. These two wins combined with consistent 
fi nishes in the other fi ve events in the 1968 championship 
saw Hettema and Schjolberg secure Toyota South Africa’s fi rst 
championship win. Hettema repeated this success in 1969, this 
time together with Franz Boshoff.

A lean spell followed for Toyota with the advent of the super 
fast Group B rally cars and the transfer of the Audi Quattro 
technology (virtually unbeatable in international competition) 
to South Africa with few results for Toyota through the 
seventies and early Eighties.

A new era for South African rallying dawned in 1989 when 
South Africa adopted a unique new rally formula for the 
National Championship based on four-wheel drive cars fi tted 
with naturally-aspirated 2-litre engines. Sound familiar? Sure it 
does – this is the basis of the highly successful S2000 formula 
that has evolved internationally in the past four years and has 
been our premier rally class since 2005.

In this ultra-competitive period in South African rallying, 
four manufacturers fi elded cars for as many as ten top class 
competitors with Toyota the class of the fi eld.

Up until the time that Wammy joined Toyota, the company 
had won just 17 national championship rallies in 22 years. 
During his 19 year spell, 74 national championship wins 
were added to the total, a total that falls just four victories 
shy of eclipsing the total number of wins scored by all other 
manufacturers together during this time. It is this success that 

has made Toyota the dominant manufacturer in the 49-year 
history of the South African rally championship. Two seasons 
in particular underlined that dominance – the 1995 and 1996 
championships where Serge Damseaux won seven of the eight 
events in each of those two years.

An outstanding feature of this period for Toyota was the close 
working relationship that developed between the team and 
Serge Damseaux. This close understanding between team, 
manager and driver of just what was required to be successful 
led to a string of nine drivers’ championships for Damseaux 
(out of his total of ten) and 14 manufacturers’ championships 
for Toyota with successive manufacturers’ titles over the past 
12 years.

Fundamental to the success in the manufacturers’ 
championship has been the role played by privateers with 
signifi cant support provided with Wammy always available to 
provide guidance and assistance together with a clear path to 
progression through the classes.

During the past 20 years there have been numerous changes 
in direction in the rules for the premier class in rallying. On 
each occasion Toyota has been able to adapt and fi eld superbly 
competitive vehicles from the outset. This without being able 
to draw on any engineering support from the parent company 
in Japan.

When the rules changed to ban the 2-litre 4X4 cars that had 
proved so successful, Toyota was caught short without a 
suitable competitor for the top class. Undeterred the team 
chose to take on the fi eld with an A8 class car, one class down 
from the top class, as a stop gap and went on to score a 
stunning win fi rst time out with this car and the championship 
that year as well.

When it became clear that the FIA was looking to move to 
a new reasonably priced and competitive regional formula, 
Wammy Haddad became a forceful campaigner for the 
adoption of S2000 as both our premier national championship 
class and the premier regional FIA rally class. Based on his 
experience and high level of success with 2-litre naturally-
aspirated 4X4 rally cars, together with Andre van der Watt, he 
was a powerful lobbying force with the FIA to ensure that a 
true regional competitor perspective was adopted by the FIA 
when they fi nalised the S2000 rules, highlighting a number of 



potentially expensive pitfalls.

The engineering approach adopted for the RunX was one of 
functional simplicity, one that provided excellent performance 
without the expensive add-ons that look good, add to the cost 
of rally cars, but don’t add that much in terms of performance. 

When the FIA homologation inspection took place it was 
attended by a representative from Peugeot in France who at 
the time were busy preparing the 207 for its entry into S2000. 
This representative was heard to comment that they, Peugeot, 
had perhaps gone a little too sophisticated in their approach 
and misread the requirements of a true regional rally car that 
was so well engineered into the RunX.

Toyota Motorsport was the fi rst organisation in the world to 
build and compete in an event with an S2000 car – the 2005 
Tour Natal Rally – and went on to win four of the eight events 
that year. If it were not for a minor electrical fault in that fi rst 
event, Serge Damseaux would likely have been a winner fi rst 
time out.

In the frantic world of international rallying, Toyota Motorsport 
was narrowly beaten by FIAT in the race to achieve the fi rst 
full FIA S2000 international homologation. The RunX was, 
however, just the second S2000 car to achieve this distinction. 
The RunX S2000 did, however, achieve the distinction of being 
the fi rst ever S2000 car to compete in a round of the World 
Rally Championship.

This was in the 2006 WRC Wales Rally GB when Alistair McRae 
gave the RunX its WRC debut. After a number of teething 
problems on the fi rst day of the event, McRae stunned the 
established international class N4 competitors with a number 
of quickest stage times for the class, prompting a number of 
seasoned competitors and enthusiasts to comment that the 
RunX had provided a convincing display of the potential of 
S2000.

Toyota Motorsport is to date the only manufacturer in the 
world to have homologated a second generation S2000 car. 
This was achieved with the FIA homologation of the Auris in 
September of this year. It is this second generation S2000 
from Toyota that has done so much to inject an element of 
intense competition into the Sasol South African National 
Rally Championship over the past eighteen months. Stage 
times now need to be recorded down to tenths of a second 
to separate competitors, and this year’s championship saw 
Johnny Gemmell and Hergen Fekken go into the last event 
with just one point separating them.

The introduction of the Special Production vehicle class in the 
Absa South African National Off-Road Racing Championship 
brought with it the challenge of developing the latest 
generation Hilux into event-winning form to take on Nissan 
with its vast store of experience gained on the Dakar Rally. The 
Hilux showed its true form in the 2009 season when it proved 
to be arguably the quickest SP class vehicle in the fi eld. The 
fi rst win for the Hilux came at the Carnival City round this year 
when Gary Bertholdt took his privately entered Hilux, built to 
Toyota Motorsport specifi cation, to a fi ne win. Anthony Taylor 
underlined the fact that the Hilux was now the vehicle to beat 
in the SP class when he won the fi nal event of the year. Added 
to the dominant success in rallying are three Manufacturers’ 
Championships in off-road racing for the Hilux.

Another feature of Wammy Haddad’s term at Toyota 
Motorsport has been the relationship with title sponsor Castrol. 
This relationship has proved to be one of the most enduring 
and successful in South African motorsport.

Strategic decisions within Toyota South Africa have dictated 
change within the organisation of Toyota South Africa’s 
motorsport operations. After a competitive bid process the 
company has awarded Glyn Hall a contract to take the team 
forward. Glyn faces new challenges, but with a solid foundation 
to build on.



H&H: The youngest female rally driver in Turkey, and 
one of the fastest too. How did you get started in 
rallying? What was your main motivation in entering 
rallying? 
Burcu Burkut Erenkul (BBE): I competed in karting from 
1999 to 2007, and then participated in the Turkey Tarmac 
Championship. As I had been racing on the tarmac for many 
years I thought I would continue on the surface, but one 
practice on a gravel stage was all it took to change my mind. 
My fi rst victory was in 2008; actually, gravel roads encouraged 
me so much.

H&H: Rallying is still very much a male-dominated sport. 
However, there are more and more ladies becoming 
involved in rallying. What advice can you offer to these 
ladies looking starting out in this sport?
BBE: The numbers of female drivers are rapidly increasing and 
they are becoming more and more powerful than male rally 
drivers, day by day. This makes me very happy. 

On the other hand, you might be a talented driver. There are 
some important codes that you have to know. Firstly, you have 
to love this sport. In fact, you have to love nature. Secondly, 
you have to be able to manage the diffi culties and be prepared 

for them in this sport. I have a piece of advice for women 
wanting to become a rally driver: Do not fear; Climb into a 
rally car as soon as you are able to.

H&H: How did your 2009 rally season pan out?
BBE: Unfortunately, I had problems with fi nding sponsorship 
for the 2009 rally season. As a result, I could not participate in 
every round of the season.

H&H: Who did you see as your strongest competitor in 
2009?
BBE: If I could have solved my sponsorship problem in 2009, 
I would have regarded myself as my strongest competitor. You 
have to compete with yourself if you want to get to the top!

H&H: What are your memorable rallying moments from 
2009?
BBE: Actually, I have an unforgottable memory from the 2009 
Istanbul Regional Rally Championship. We had a problem with 
the gearbox in the second stage. While we were getting back 
to the service park, we suffered a problem with second gear. 
We had to complete a 20km-long stage with only third and 
fourth gears. Then, on our way to the service park, we lost 
third gear. 

SETTING SIGHTS ON THE HORIZON
Motorsport has often been male-dominated. Michele Mouton stunned the 
world with her speed, poise and determination, paving the way for women 
to enter rallying and compete at the highest levels. With youth, enthusiasm 
and motivation in heaps, another highly promising female driver is making 
waves in her homeland of Turkey. Following her progress closely in 2010, 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS introduces you to Burcu Burkut Erenkul...
INTERVIEW BY EVAN ROTHMAN. IMAGES: Supplied.

INTERVIEW: BURCU BURKUT ERENKUL
Rally star driver of the future



Finally, we were able to move forward in the car by starting 
the car in fourth gear. Unfortunately, a few metres down the 
road the car stopped again. We had to get to the service park, 
and with only one gear left - reverse - we entered the service 
park in reverse. It was different feeling! 

H&H: What are you aims for the 2010 rally season and 
the future?
BBE: Sponsorship meetings are still ongoing. In Turkey, it is 
diffi cult for everyone to fi nd sponsorship. My main goal is to 
become Ladies Champion in the Overall Category. In addition, 
I would like to race in European rally championship. In fact, 
this is my biggest goal.

H&H: There is great talent rising through the ranks in 
European rallying. Who do you think will be the next 
star rallying fans and competitors should look out for?
BBE: I may be conservative but Sebastien Loeb has always 
been my favourite. And I believe that Jari-Matti Latvala will 
improve his performance step by step.

H&H: What makes a rally driver a rally driver? What 
characteristics do rally drivers possess that other 
motorsport competitors don’t?
BBE: In my opinion, rally drivers have to be aware and strong. 
This is the key to being a rally driver. In the event you must 
make the correct decision. And, you must have control of your 
car... 

So, I can do these; I think these are my strong points. But, 
experience is the most important tool in rallying. I am lacking 
experince, but the more I compete the more I will gain.

H&H: What tips can you offer young rallying drivers in 
terms of setting quick and consistent stage times?
BBE: One of the most important things in rallying is 
experience. Being an experienced driver will give you faster 
stage times.

H&H: It must be a busy offi ce to sit in, the driver’s seat 
of your rally car. Can you tell us about your rally car? 
BBE: I’m using a Class N2 FIAT Palio. The engine is a 1600cc 
and produces 125hp. The most important thing about my car 
is that it has pink rims and pink side mirrors.

H&H: There are highly talented Turkish rally drivers 
and co-drivers competing successfully in Europe and 
internationally. Whom do you respect in Turkish and 
international rallying?
BBE: Serkan Yazici has always been my favourite rally driver 
in Turkey. I love his technique and driving style very much. 
Honestly, he is my idol as a driver. Emre Yurdakul and Burcu 
Cetinkaya are my best role models for their success in 
international rallying.

H&H: What is your favourite rally event, and why?
BBE: My favourite rally event was my fi rst race, of course. The 
reason is, is that it was my fi rst rally and I worked very hard 
to get into that event. I painted my car and prepared it for 
the race on my own. I took money from all of my friends to 
compete in the Istanbul Rally... They sponsored me. I pasted 
my friends’ pictures on my car! That’s why the 2008 Istanbul 
Rally is my favourite.

H&H: The glory days of the current WRC cars are 
numbered. From 2011, they will be running S2000-spec 
rally cars. What are your views on this?
BBE: I wonder about S2000-spec rally cars. In my opinion, it 
will be a very different season for WRC.

H&H: What do you prefer to do when you are not behind 
the steering wheel of your rally car?
BBE: When I’m not behind my car’s steering wheel, I practice 
on video games. I spend most of my spare time in the Maslak 
Industrial Estate. Otherwise, I hang out with my friends.



SOUTH AFRICA’S FIRST LADY OF RALLYING
Winning the 2009 Class A7 Co-Drivers’ South African National Rally 
Championship title, Elvene Coetzee has stamped her presence on the South 
African motorsport landscape. With a big move afoot to the premier Class 
S2000 for 2010, this talented and passionate rally competitor has a bright 
and starry future in rallying and motorsport. Elvene Coetzee talks with EVAN 
ROTHMAN in an exclusive HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS feature.
IMAGES BY Motorpics.

INTERVIEW: ELVENE COETZEE
Rally star driver of the future

H&H: Firstly, congratulations on winning your fi rst 
South African Class Championship title. It was a thrilling 
Class A7 battle throughout the season. How did you see 
you season pan out? 
Elvene Coetzee (EC): The goal was to settle in for the fi rst four 
events, get into motion and to up the speed (which we did). 
Over the last four events we really started to push as hard as 
we could, and it paid off in the end. 

It was a constant thrilling battle between the A7 cars, never 
knowing which car would lead after each stage. We had our 
misfortunes throughout the year with various problems, but 
the aim was to fi x it then fi nish and fi nish strongly! I’m proud 
to say we had a 100 percent fi nish rate, all thanks to an 
experienced driver and phenomenal service crew.

H&H: What other rally achievements have you already in 
your trophy cabinet? 
EC: Not quite enough yet! In 2006 when I started rallying with 
Johan van der Merwe it was in our fi fth event of the season 

when we won a Regional PMC Rally overall. 

In the 2007, in the A5 National Championship, myself and 
Tjaart Conradie were runners-up in the Class championship. 

The most precious of them all was the fi rst and only event my 
Dad and I did together in a Subaru GT, fi nishing third overall 
with some memorable moments in the car.  

H&H: You also compete in regional rallying. Regional 
rallying in South Africa is once again gaining 
momentum. You had an unfortunate ending to your 
regional rallying season with Callie van der Merwe…
EC: We started off with a good season by winning the fi rst 
event of the year; our goal was to challenge for the 2009 
Northern Regions Regional Rally Championship. We had 
already competed together in 2008, and were consistently 
fi nishing in the top three, so it was only logic to go for the 
overall victory. 



Sadly, after the fi rst win in the beginning of the year the car 
never saw a fi nish line again. We came very close in the third 
round, but we destroyed the front suspension just 600m from 
the fl ying fi nish, which we were leading overall. By the fourth 
round, and what was to be the fi nal hours of the legendary 
1982 Nissan Exa rear wheel drive car, the oil pipe came loose 
directly on the exhaust system and the car caught fi re. To our 
shock we were not thinking, and parked on a dry grass section 
which added petrol to the fl ames. But, with every loss there 
is hope: Callie is currently building a new, bigger and better 
monster of a mystery rally car…

H&H: Who did you see as your strongest competitor in 
the 2009 National Championship?
EC: Stevan Wilken/Greg Gericke put up a great fi ght til the 
end.

H&H: What are your memorable rallying moments from 
2009? 
EC: Every time is a memorable moment when you get into a 
powerful machine, every event was spectacular and exciting. 
If I had to choose it would defi nitely be the last event of the 
season, taking Class honours and parking the car in Parc 
Ferme, Evan thanking me and that my Dad was waiting for me 
with open arms when I got to him we had a memorable tear.

H&H: Rumors are buzzing that you and driver Evan 
Hutchison will be competing in Class S2000 in a 
Volkswagen Polo. What are your expectations and 
aims for your fi rst season in the premier Class in South 
Africa? 
EC: We both are very excited. The goal is to be fast but 
consistent. Evan has a good feel for a car and knows what he 
is doing. He uses his head to drive and not his heart. This is 
giving us the edge in motorsport, by fi rst exploring what the 
car can do and then putting talent to the wheel.

H&H: There is great talent rising up through the ranks 
in South African rallying. In your region, especially, 
there are a number of keen drivers and co-drivers to 
keep an eye on. Who do you think will be the next star 
South African rallying fans and competitors should look 
out for? 
EC: There is a lot of new talent rising in our region, although 
running a rally car with limited sponsors, or even none, makes 
it diffi cult for competitors to be the best they could be. There 
are two young up-and-coming stars to look out for. I do hope 
they will get future sponsors to support them. One in specifi c 
is Christoff Snyders and navigator/sister Celeste Snyders; they 
are very quick and consistent throughout the season. A real 
threat even for the old-toppies in their Class.

H&H: For how long have you been competing in 
rallying? What was your main motivation in entering 
rallying? What are your career aspirations? 
EC: From 2006 I started with Regional Rallies and in 2007 
I started my dream in the National Championship. My main 
motivation was my passion for speed and the adrenaline rush; 
rallying was part of growing up, being a supporter to many.

The dream is to get in that S2000 and take the overall title, a 
couple of championships will not be bad... And, I really would 
love to start off-road racing, and for track racing to drive 
Dawie Olivier’s ex-production Subaru Impreza STI in Super 
Saloons.  

H&H: What makes a rally driver a rally driver? What 
characteristics do rally drivers possess that other motor 
sport competitors don’t? 
EC: Anybody can be a rally driver, but it is very diffi cult to be a 
good rally driver. First challenge is to listen; some drivers can 
hear, but to really listen and interpret while racing is a huge 
challenge. 

Secondly, keeping calm in the car to maintain awareness 
of everything that goes on around you even in pressurised 
circumstances.



Thirdly, being as good on wet surfaces as on dry and 
setting up the car for every corner (because every corner is 
totally different from the next). Those are just a few of the 
characteristics... 

H&H: Who do you respect in rallying? 
EC: My driver Evan; Greg Godrich, with all the success that 
he has achieved and to still have the time to lend a helping 
hand to all navigators; the Champion Hergen Fekken for all the 
friendliness that he brings to the sport; Robin Houghton for 
always being ready with a joke to take the pressure off; and, 
the list goes on…

H&H: Who do you follow in the WRC? Are you, as an 
accomplished navigator, able to learn much from 
watching them? 
EC: Even an experienced navigator can always learn more. The 
trick is to take the information, make it your own and keep 
what works in the car. 

Sebastien Loeb... do I need to say more?

H&H: What makes a navigator a navigator? What are the 
characteristics and traits are needed for this role? 
EC: Often a navigator is overlooked, although it is an equal 
and crucial part of the team. A good navigator is not only the 
co-pilot but also the attorney, psychiatrist, doctor, secretary, 
administrator and the additional service advisor. It is a lot to 
manage in one breath, but hey, we love every moment of it!  

H&H: How do you control the driver? Does each 
navigator have his/her own style? 
EC: I hope that nobody “control’s” their driver. I do hope 
that every navigator and driver that teams up would have a 
good friendship, understanding and trust. When you do make 
mistakes (which everyone does), the driver and navigator as a 
team has to work through it and not let the issues of the past 
affect the present. What makes it so great navigating for Evan 
is that we focus on the positive points that builds up to the 
strongest points. We have never, not once, had a fi ght in the 
car this year!

H&H: The role of a navigator is often overlooked in 
motorsport media. What tips can you offer young rally 
navigators? 
EC: Stay positive, stay focused and believe in your dream. 
Once you visionalized your dream the rest will follow. Learn 
from your mistakes, know the rules and always be ready on 
time on top of your game and at all times be Honest. You will 
be amazed of the outcome!

H&H: As a co-driver, you have the best view of the rally 
action. What tips can you offer young rallying drivers in 
terms of setting quick and consistent stage times? 

EC: TRUST and dedication for the team. A lot of time 
and preparation goes into the car, and the same amount 
preparation inside the car. With the new pace notes and DVDs, 
it makes the rally stage times faster. Study the notes together 
and make changes together. Every call is a call that you have 
decided on together.

H&H: Any advice you can offer armchair rallyists keen to 
enter the sport as a competitor? 
EC: If you are already an armchair rallyist: good. That means  
you are interested in the sport. Now, become the spectator, 
feel the vibe, be the enthusiast, be the socialist, be impulsive 
and I bet within a year you will be the driver…

H&H: What are your predictions for the 2010 season?
EC: Enzo [Kuun] will be quick, Hergen [Fekken] will be 
consistent, Johnny [Gemmell] will be out to take revenge, 
Charl [Wilken] will out to prove his point, Japie [van Niekerk] 
will take more chances, Mark [Cronje] will be the challenger to 
catch and Evan will take the Championship! 

H&H: What is your favourite event on the rally calendar? 
And, why? 
EC: The Sasol National Rally – Mpumalanga. It has always 
been my favourite rally since I’ve been a spectator. The 
surface, the corners, the sound of the rally cars coming 
through the plantations; everything about that rally is 
stunning. Most of all, the spectators: it is an amazing feeling 
being inside the car and seeing the people cheering you on! 
What an event!

H&H: The glory days of the current WRC cars are 
numbered. From 2011, they will be running S2000-spec 
rally cars. What are your views on this? 
EC: Positive. I would love to see our current drivers competing 
in the same spec cars. Who will be the ultimate champion?

H&H: Rallying attracts thousands of spectators to events 
around the world, and hundreds of thousands attend 
WRC rallies. This popularity, however, does not seem 
to apply to our rallying locally. What can be done to 
improve rallying for spectators and competitors in South 
Africa? 
EC: Unfortunately funding these events is not possible in South 
Africa, but if we had the sponsors that could put their money 
to use for motorsport it would be broadcast more over the 
country. A lot of rallies take place without local people knowing 
that there is a race going on in their home town. I would love 
to see rallies being brought closer to the cities where the 
people are. More media to cover the events, more prominent 
T.V. times, the bigger the promotion, the bigger the support... 
But, as I mentioned, no money at this stage!



ARC: RAIMUND BAUMSCHLAGER PROFILE
One of Europe’s fastest rally drivers

Raimund Baumschlager and the Skoda Fabia S2000 are an almost unbeatable 
combination in the Austrian Rally Championship in 2009. 
IMAGES BY Daniel Fessl/www.RallyePics.at

BAUMSCHLAGER DOMINANT IN AUSTRIA

The Remus driver stood on the top step of the podium as 
the winner of four out of six events, once, at the Austrian 
premiere in the Lavant Valley, he fi nished third with his 
co-driver Thomas Zeltner due to faulty power steering 
at the start of the rally, and at the Castrol Rally the two 
gave up after six stages following an infringement of the 
rules. 

Baumschlager set 43 of a possible 65 fastest times. A 
more than impressive performance which brought him his 
seventh Austrian rallying title in a row. 

“Numbers like these are only possible if everything goes 
together. Each and every one, whether it is the driver, the 
co-driver or a mechanic, has to do a super job, and then 
you still need a trouble-free car like the Skoda Fabia S 
2000 and the best tyre material by Pirelli on top of that. A 
supreme performance like that is only possible in a team 
effort”, Baumschlager said.

Baumschlager and his BRR team had taken the 2008 
PWRC title with the Mitsubishi Evo IX. The developments 
in the auto sector determined the course for the 2009 
season.

“The switch to an S2000 car was necessary because 
otherwise BRR would have had no driver in the world 
championship. Patrick Sandell from Sweden brought in 
the money we needed, but his sponsors insisted on an 
S2000 car. This was the determining factor for switching 
to the Skoda Fabia S2000, which I was already very 
familiar with from testing. 

Following talks with Skoda Motorsport, Intercar Austria 
as well as Red Bull, Remus, Castrol and Pirelli it soon 
became clear that I also was to drive the car in the 2009 
Austrian Rally Championship for further testing. 

“Nowhere else you’ll fi nd more demanding mixed special 
stages with a greater share of gravel than here in 
Austria”, Baumschlager said, describing how the project 
came about. “For me, the Skoda Fabia is currently the 
best S2000 car. It was the case in 2009, and it will be like 
that next season as well. I’m sure that the Fabia S 2000 
will again be a very competitive car in 2010 thanks to the 
homologation of new parts.”

What will happen in 2010 is still written in the 
stars. “Everything’s possible, but nothing’s certain”, 
Baumschlager said concerning the current situation. “In 
any case I would like to thank everyone most sincerely 
who has contributed to our success!”
- Credit: www.BRR.at
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FORD MAKE HISTORY IN KQ CLASSIC RALLY
Ford is the biggest benefi ciary of 2009 Kenya Airways East African Safari 
Classic Rally after Ian Duncan helped the car Manufactures score a fi rst for 
the Mustang model in the history of the marathon event, 
WRITES ABDUL SIDI.

Duncan and Amaar Slatch were naturally smiling broadly 
when they descended from their Ford Mustang after the arrival 
at Whitesands Hotel north of Mombasa. Of the twenty-four 
competitive sections run, they had set fastest time on twelve 
of them. 

They had twice come close to losing the lead that they had 
held from the start - once with punctures in north-west Kenya 
and then on the penultimate day when their distributor drive 
broke - but they always came back fi ghting and fi nally fi nished 
just under ten minutes clear of Bjorn Waldegaard. 

“That was a long way. We’re so glad to have done it and won 
this rally at last especially after the disappointment with the 
Mustang last time, two years ago. Really we are so pleased 
and we owe so much to my guys who prepared - and serviced 
- this car. Great event,” said Duncan.

While in 2007, it was a Ford Escort from Europe that took the 
overall victory, this year it was the turn of the American breed 
to win with a car prepared and driven by Kenyan, Ian Duncan. 

His superiority was almost unchallenged throughout the event 
though for the fi rst two or three days, it was pretty much 
neck-and-neck between Duncan in the Mustang and 2007 
winner, Bjorn Waldegaard in a Porsche 911 co-driven by the 
car’s owner, Iqbal Sagoo.

Porsche 911s came in strength this year and Gerard Marcy, 
accompanied this year by Stephane Prevot, was very much the 
favourite before the start. But a coming-together with a hole 
in a Tanzanian road on the second day of the rally lost him too 
much time and, despite setting several fastest times, he was 
only able to fi nish fourth. 

However, there were six Porsche 911s in the top ten fi nishers 
with Thomas Flohr, Steve Troman, Jean-Pierre Mondron and 
Paul-Eric Jarry all fi nishing strongly with examples of the 
German marque.

The fi nal place on the podium was taken by a Datsun 260Z 
driven by Steve Perez. It was an excellent result for the British 
driver. 

Though they were by far the most numerous at the start, 
Datsuns took a bit of a hammering in the results this year 
with Graham Alexander’s Australian 260Z the only other of the 
Japanese cars to fi nish in the top ten. 

He took sixth place between the Porsches of Flohr and Troman. 
Rounding out the top ten was a Ford Escort Mk1 driven by Aziz 

Tejpar - the son of the former competitor on the Safari famous 
for tackling it with a DAF.

Jonathan Savage and Gavin Laurence fi nished just outside the 
top ten in eleventh place with their Datsun 260Z. 

“We had a great day today and the car is going perfectly. We 
tried to keep an eye on Aziz [Tejpar] in the Escort as he was 
running between us and my boys [his sons] in the 180B. We 
were only a minute behind him on penalties but I kept thinking 
that, one puncture, and both he and the boys would be past us 
in a fl ash. This was a super event and we are really pleased to 
be here after some of our suspension problems,’’ said Savage

Aziz Tejpar and Andy Nagi were really happy as they brought 
their Ford Escort Mk1 in to the fi nish. 

Quentin and Russell Savage in their Datsun 180B said they 
loved the event and it was a great rally. 

As ever Samit Gehlot and Asit Patel looked very relaxed as 
they turned up at the fi nal time control in their Ford Escort 
Mk1. “I only bought my fi rst rally car four months ago and 
we’ve done two rallies as a recce for this.” For Safari novices 
they defi nitely seemed to be taking everything in their stride.

Stefano Rocca and Piers Daykin set fastest time on the very 
last competitive section with their Datsun 280Z. “That fastest 
time was at least some small consolation for all our efforts 
during the rally.”

FINAL East African Safari Rally CLASSIFICATION:
01) I. Duncan/A. Slatcher (Ford Mustang) - 18h 09m 02s
02) B. Waldegard/I. Sagoo (Porsche 911) - 18h 18m 54s
03) S. Perez/S. Parmander (Datsun 260Z) - 19h 19m 09s
04) G. Marcy/S. Prevot (Porsche 911) - 19h 44m 35s
05) T. Flohr/D. Breton (Porsche 911) - 20h 24m 51s
06) G. Alexander/R. Runnalls (Datsun 260Z) - 21h 01m 55s
07) S. Troman/C. Cooledge (Porsche 911) - 21h 13m 32s
08) J-P. Mondron/D. Erculisse (Porsche 911) - 21h 15m 05s
09) P-E. Jarry/J-F. Andreoli (Porsche 911) - 21h 17m 08s
10) G. Bell/T. Challen (Datsun 180B) - 21h 47m 47s

CLASSIC: EAST AFRICAN SAFARI RALLY
Classic Rally drawing sport’s greats



With fi ve high-speed stages scheduled for this fi rst round, with  
a total of over 200km of rallying distance, competitors were 
eagerly anticipating close action on Sunday.

Rain dampened the gravel surface, and turned the dusty roads 
into a slippery and greasy affair. This, however, did not deter 
any rally crews, and all entrants took to the start of the rally.

The 48 registered entrants only had to contend three stages 
as organisers shortened the event due to the adverse weather 
conditions. To highlight the undriveable conditions, parts of the 
one stage were completely fl ooded...

At the end of the evetm only 37 cars made it to Parc Ferme in 
what was described as a testing rally.

With this championship starting after the Turkish Rally
Championship’s fi nal event, this series is aimed at attracting
newcomers to the sport of rallying, and for newcomers to the 
sport this was a baptism of fi re!

It was the Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX of Mustafa Soylemez 
and Cem Bakancocuklari who, after winning two of the three 
stages, stood on the top step of the winners’ podium.

Finishing 9,8 seconds adrift in second place overall was the 
husband and wife pairing of Guven and Calga Bostanci with 
Menderes Okur and Aras Dincer third place overall.

Following Burcu Burkut Erenkul in her fi rst rally of the new 

season, HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is proud to report that she 
powered her Class N2 FIAT Palio to fi fth in Class and third in 
the Ladies Classifi cation.

The 20-year-old female driver, the youngest in Turkey, faced a 
series of problems in this event. “My fi rst race was fantastic,” 
said Erenkul.

A pace note problem slowed the pairing, as co-driver Ersin 
Oren came to grips with the challenge.

With the fi rst leg of the three-round Castrol Istanbul Local 
Rally Championship behind her, Erenkul is now already turning 
her focus to the next event on 27 December 2009.

FINAL Castrol Istanbul Championship Rd 1 CLASSIFICATION:
01) M. Soylemez/C. Bakancocuklari - 08min 02,9s
02) G. Bostanci/C. Bostanci + 09,7s
03) M. Okur/A. Dincer + 19,5s
04) O. Avcioglu/B. Akcay + 31,1s
05) O. Erdem/E. Akpinar + 44,2s
06) Y. Kolcu/M. Bozkurt + 49,3s
07) T. Sansal/Y. Harani + 01m 05,8s
08) A. Cukurova/B. Korkmaz + 01m 08s
09) A. Isikalp/E. Alkir + 01m 09,3s
10) C. Coker/M.Suzgen + 01m 15,2s

TURKEY: ISTANBUL RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
13 December 2009

Exciting rally action kicks off the fi rst round of three of the Castrol Istanbul 
Local Rally Championship. This Championship now in its sixth year, attracted 
a record entry for its fi rst event this past weekend, WRITES EVAN ROTHMAN.

RAIN DOES NOT DAMPEN ACTION



WALKER POWERS TO FIFTH IN CLASS
Tarmac Magazine’s “Targa Scholarship” recipients, Al & Marti Walker, have 
had a diffi cult start to the inaugural Australian Tarmac Championship. The 
Walker Motorsport duo driving their Volkswagen Mk IV R32 completed the 
Mt Buller Sprint racing in the competitive “Modern BS2” class, with a 5th 
place fi nish in class and 36th place outright in a fi eld of some 80 entries, 
beating home a slew of more fancied opponents after early dramas put the 
teams weekend in jeopardy. TEXT AND IMAGES: Walker Motorsport.

The weekend started badly for the team when the transport 
company shipping the car down to Mt Buller destroyed the rear 
hatch window on the car. Luckily for them, Dean Coutts from 
Volkspower was able to source a second hand replacement 
and bring it up the mountain and the crew from High Country 
Smash Repairs in Mansfi eld fi t the glass and the car passed 
through tech inspection late on Thursday evening.

After the early dramas the team were raring to go and 
following a good run in the prologue they had consistent early 
runs on Friday and Saturday. The team steadily built up pace, 
improving by around 6 seconds per run until a suspension 
issue late on day two and early on day three saw them lose 
time and momentum in rounds 6, 7 & 8. Once the problem 
was identifi ed and fi xed the Walker Motorsports duo set their 
quickest time of the weekend in round 9 and then brought 
the car home safely in round 10, ready to be shipped down to 
Tasmania for round two of the Championship at Targa Wrest 
Point in late January.

Commenting on all the dramas of the weekend, the teams 
navigator Marti said “Without the help of the close knit tarmac 
rallying community we wouldn’t have even been running this 
weekend, Dean and the crew from Volkspower really came 
through in the crunch and got us back in the running by 
fi nding a replacement window for us, so we can’t thank them 
enough and David from Ambulance Private and the service 
crew saved us a second time with the suspension.”

Al said “For our fi rst event this season I’m happy that we 
fi nished but disappointed we lost momentum on Saturday due 
to the suspension problem. Before then the car was brilliant 
and I was happy increasing my pace each run, then the car 
just got really loose and I could only drive it at around 50% 
without it wanting to spin out, a half spin in the last run on 
Saturday lost us another 10 seconds but we still couldn’t
pinpoint the problem.” “I initially thought it was just the tyres 
going off or road getting slippery due to the heat so I was 
resigned to just back off for the rest of the weekend and fi nish 
but when we were driving down on Sunday for the fi rst run of 
the day I could hear a persistent rattle from the front left, a 
quick check at the bottom showed the issue to be a loose strut 
and we tightened it as best we could until the service crew up 
the top could fi x it properly.”

“Once that was done we were right back on our pace and set 
our fastest time of the weekend so who knows where we could 
have fi nished in class had we not had the issue. At the end of 
the day though that’s motorsport, we had a great time and we 
fi nished and I’m happy the car is in one piece for Wrest
Point in January.”

“I’d like to congratulate Dean Herridge for a fantastic win in 
class and Dean Coutts for punching way above his weight 
in the Volkswagen Mk V APR GTI and congratulations to the 
Whites as outright winners and to all the other class winners.”
“Finally a huge thanks to the local community for supporting 
the event as well as the State & Local Government, CFA, 
Victorian Police, The AASA, Mountain Motorsports, Octagon 
and the Race Solutions crew, without all of these people we 
wouldn’t be able to have our fun so THANKS to all of you for 
letting us compete.”

“ To all the competitors and new friends we met, it was a 
brilliant weekend and despite all our dramas we had a fantastic 
time and really enjoyed the competition and camaraderie and 
we’ll see you all at Wrest Point in January.”

The team is already hard at work for the next round and is 
considering a new tyre brand for Wrest Point and beyond 
and are looking forward to working with the supplier to get 
the best out of the cars, keep watching this spot for a future 
announcement. We would like to thank David at Ambulance 
Private, the “Hurry Up to Wait” service crew, Tarmac Magazine, 
and our sponsors Fast Mustard, Hornibrook Motorsport, Sign 
Masters and specially Dean at Volkspower, and everyone else 
who has lent a hand to get us this far.

FINAL Mt Buller Sprint CLASSIFICATION:
01) White/White (2009 Lamborghini Gallardo) - 01h 17m 09,18s
02) Jones/Searcy (2008 Nissan Skyline GT-R R) - 01h 17m 26,96s
03) Herridge/Murphy (2008 Subaru Impreza STi) - 01h 18m 54,27s
04) Vandersee/Allen (2009 Skelta G-Force) - 01h 19m 06,49s
05) Hendy/Willson (2005 Daytona Coupe) 01h 19m 09,06s
06) Ford/Ford (2007 Chevrolette Corvette Z0) - 01h 19m 13,48s
07) Purdy/Burrey (2009 Nissan Skyline R35G) - 01 20m 23,84s
08) Gillet/Norton (2008 Subaru Impreza WRX STi) - 01h 20m 34,19s
09) Burgess/Fricker (1989 Nissan Skyline GTR) - 01h 21m 14,29s
10) Evans/Bachman (2008 Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X) - 01h 21m 35,95s

ATRC: MT. BULLER SPRINT
12 December 2009




