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Welcome to issue 112 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!

As always, I hope you enjoy this week’s 
exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman

Welcome to H&H!
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McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View  

Rallying always was and still remains the world most photogenic branch of motor sport with its 
natural and often stunning backgrounds. The calendar “McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View” 
reveals beautiful landscapes, water splashes, jumps as well as technical views in service areas. It 
does all this in an impressive 95-centimetre wide panoramic format. For each month of the year, it 
gives you a choice between two very different pictures for example works cars from the WRC 
teams Ford and Citroen, or pictures of the championship’s other major stars like Marcus Grönholm 
in a Subaru Impreza WRC. Moreover, some images of the latest S2000 cars pay tribute to this 
new formula in rallying as well as the growing interest in the IRC. As last year, the calendar 
contains exclusive background information from McKlein’s photographers on the location where 
the pictures were taken and the camera settings used. 

Technical details: 

• Publisher: McKlein  

• Photos: McKlein  

• Size: 97 x 48 cm  

• Pages: 25  

• Pictures: 43 (choice between two images every month)  

• Extra features: spiral binding, dispatched in a cardboard box 

• ZAR 695.00 including vat excluding postage 

                                               

To place your order contact us on the following number- 

Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail: sales-1@ats-motorsport.co.za 

Website : ats-motorsport.co.za 
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OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

Petter Solberg signs sponsorship deal 
with TOOLS for 2010 WRC season
Earlier this week Petter Solberg signed a sponsor-/ partnership 
agreement with TOOLS. Commenting on the deal, Solberg 
said: “It has been a pleasure working with TOOLS this year 
and I am really happy that they chose to continue our work for 
2010. The support from TOOLS in 2009 were important for us, 
and I am so happy to have TOOLS with me also for 2010.”

Anders Olaussen, on behalf of TOOLS, said:.”Working with 
Petter and the team in 2009 has been a pleasure. There is no 
doubt that Petter has the ‘passion’ needed for his sport, but 
we are also impressed about how he has been working for our 
customers and partners. We are convinced that 2010 will be a 
good year for our relationship.

“Of course, we have big expectations with regards to next 
years Championship, and to have Petter as an ”ambassadour” 
for TOOLS means a great deal for us,” added Olaussen.
-Credit: www.pettersolberg.com

Dutch rally champion Bernhard Ten Brinke has been selected 
by the Dutch motorsport journalists as Rookie of the Year. 
During the annual KNAF/BSR price giving ceremony the new 
Dutch champion was surprised by this additional award.

Bernhard Ten Brinke amazed everybody by winning in his fi rst 
year rallying the Dutch championship, an unique achievement. 
It is for the fi rst time in history that a rally driver is crowned 
Dutch champion in his debut year rallying.

In 2007, Van Merksteijn Motorsport achieved a similar result 
with Peter van Merksteijn jnr. who claimed in his fi rst in the 
sport the Dutch group N championship. The remarkable 
performance of Bernhard Ten Brinke was honoured last 
Saturday by the national press with the result of the Rookie of 
the Year contest. Every year they choose from a selection of 
rally drivers the most talented and promising person for the 
future.

Ten Brinke demonstrated last season that he is a very talented 
rally driver. Thanks to a well engineered training schedule with 
various tests and entries in carefully selected international 
events for gaining specifi c experience, Ten Brinke has 
developed into one of the best rally drivers in the Rallyclinic 
Dutch Open 2009. In 2008, the Rookie of the Year award went 
to a driver of Van Merksteijn Motorsport when Nigel van de 
Linde was chosen and in 2007 Peter van Merksteijn jnr. came 
second place in the annual election.

Ten Brinke made in 2009 the decision to leave the international 

Bernhard Ten Brinke selected as 
Dutch rally “Rookie of the Year”

New challenge for Intl Rally of 
Queensland crews in 2010
THE longest  gravel stage in Australian rallying, almost 43 
kilometres, will provide a major new challenge for competitors 
in the International Rally of Queensland, Australia’s round 
of the FIA Asia Pacifi c Rally Championship to be held on the 
Sunshine Coast next year.

Run at the end of each day of the 31 July-1 August weekend, 
the new stage will put crews and cars from several countries 
to a test of speed and endurance that could make or break a 
winning effort on Australia’s only international championship 
rally in 2010.

The International Rally of Queensland will feature round four 
of seven in the FIA Asia Pacifi c Rally Championship (APRC) and 
round fi ve of six in the Australian Rally Championship (ARC), 
plus rounds of the Pacifi c Cup, Queensland Rally Championship 
and Australian Classic Rally Car Series.

Headquarters and around 70 competing teams will be based 
on the Sunshine Coast, about 100 kms north of Brisbane, with 
closed-road forestry stages near the township of Imbil in the 
northern hinterland of the beach holiday strip.

While typical rally stages are between fi ve kms and 25 kms, 
the International Rally of Queensland would offer competitors 
four stages of at least 35 kms, Event Director Errol Bailey said.

“We were encouraged by the national championship organisers 
to bring back some longer distances and make endurance as 
well as speed part of the challenge,” Mr Bailey said.

“At 42.6 kms, the end-of-day stage will be almost twice as long 
as the longest stage in the recent World Rally Championship 
event in New South Wales, Repco Rally Australia.

“It will demand the utmost of driver, co-driver and car and 
offer the most potential to either move up the order or throw it 
all away with a fatigue-induced error or mechanical failure.

“The total event competitive distance also will be more than 
320 kms, compared to less than 230 kms this year, making the 
International Rally of  Queensland a truly world-class test and 
a greater spectacle for the public.”

racetracks after competing there for several years and 
dedicate his motorsport career solely to rallying. Bernhard 
Ten Brinke, owner of Bribus Keukens in Dinxperlo, made huge 
progress last season behind the wheel of the Ford Focus WRC 
of Van Merksteijn Motorsport. An ambitious plan has been 
developed for the 2010 season with entries in various national 
and international events. With this he will soon also receive 
international recognition as a new talent in the rally sport.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com
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Neste Oil Rally Finland will commemorate its 60th anniversary 
in 2010 with a brand new city-based Super Special stage in 
Jyvaskyla and a revised itinerary that ends on Saturday night, 
rather than the more usual Sunday.

The new Jyvaskyla street Super Special replaces the previous 
gravel test at the Killeri horse trotting complex and will play 
an important strategic role in the rally, with stage times 
determining the all-important start order for the fi rst full day of 
the competition.

“Our jubilee concept is an event taking place over three days,” 
explained event manager Tiina Lehmonen. “It starts off with a 
city centre special stage on the Thursday and the results from 
that will determine the running order on Friday.”

Neste Oil Rally Finland to 
commemorate 60th anniversary

“Friday and Saturday will comprise a little bit over 300km 
of stages with the fi nish on Saturday evening, immediately 
followed by festivities including a concert. The Super Special 
that we’ve had for the past several years is not in the schedule 
now.”

Event promoter Jarmo Mahonen added that the long term 
agreement struck this year with WRC promoters ISC meant 
further developments were planned for the future.

“We’ll be breaking numerous positive news about our rally and 
we have a strong belief in the future of both the FIA World 
Rally Championship and of our own event,” he said. “Our fi ve-
year agreement with the WRC promoter very much helped us 
to sign a Finnish TV-deal of similar length. MTV3 has gained 
TV-rights for the series for as long as our contract with ISC 
runs.”

“Having pocketed these deals it’s now so much easier to talk to 
potential business partners, as all our commercial agreements 
had been scheduled to terminate at the end of this year. Last 
week we signed a new three-year deal with Neste Oil and 
that enables us to work towards the future. This is the kind of 
stability I have for years been calling for. All stakeholders are 
bound to benefi t from it in the long term.”

“Our big target is already set for 2011, when you’ll witness the 
most far reaching changes this rally has seen in 60 years, but 
we’ll get back to those at an appropriate moment, sometime in 
the autumn.”

Rally Finland is the eighth round of the 2010 FIA World Rally 
Championship and runs from 29 to 31 July.
 
In 2008, WRC was covered by 188 countries via 228 
broadcasters, with a total audience of over 633 million plus 12 
million visitors to wrc.com. 2009 will see a total of 12 rallies 
staged across the world in Ireland, Norway, Cyprus, Portugal, 
Argentina, Italy, Greece, Poland, Finland, Australia, Spain and 
Great Britain.
- Creedit: www.WRC.com

Beijing’s awe-inspiring Bird’s Nest stadium was the venue for 
the 2009 showdown between the greatest names in motorsport 
as The Race of Champions arrived in China for the fi rst time.
Now fans can witness this amazing event on DVD with the 
release of The Race of Champions Offi cial Review by Duke.

The DVD delivers all the action and atmosphere as the biggest 
names from Formula One, World Rallying, Le Mans, the DTM, 
Motorcycle Grand Prix, Motocross, World Touring Cars and 
more go head-to-head on a challenging, purpose-built circuit 
in a variety of spectacular high-powered machines, including 
the 2009 Ford Focus WRC, KTM X-Bow, Volkswagen Scirocco, 
Solution F Protoype, RX150 buggy and incredible ROC Car.

The Offi cial Review lets fans enjoy action-packed highlights as 
the two-driver teams battle for the pride of their country in The 
ROC Nations Cup, then experience edge-of-the-seat thrills as 
personal pride takes over in the hunt for the title Champion of 

Duke Video releases Race of 
Champions 2009 DVD 

The fi nal event schedule including the new stages will be 
submitted early next year for approval by the Federation 
Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA) in Paris and the 
Confederation of Australian Motor Sport (CAMS).

Joining China, Japan, Indonesia, New Zealand, Malaysia and 
New Caledonia in the FIA Asia Pacifi c Rally Championship, the 
International Rally of Queensland provides a valuable boost to 
the local economy through visitor spending, plus promotion 
of the Sunshine Coast’s tourist attractions via dedicated 
international television programming and other media 
coverage.

In Australia, the International Rally of Queensland will receive 
a total of four hours’ dedicated national television coverage on 
Network Ten and One HD.

The event will be supported as a Signifi cant Regional Event 
under the Queensland Events Regional Development Program 
(QERDP) and by the Sunshine Coast Regional Council and 
commercial sponsors.

Drivers and co-drivers representing China, India, Japan, 
Singapore, Great Britain, New Zealand, New Caledonia and 
Australia contested the 2008 Rally Queensland.

The  International Rally of Queensland is benefi ting from 
Signifi cant Regional Event Scheme (SRES) funding under the 
Queensland  Events Regional Development Program (QERDP).
The QERDP is an investment program designed to extend 
the fl ow of economic and social benefi ts of events to regional 
Queensland. The SRES celebrates and supports those events 
that have a particularly strong track record of growth and 
economic success for their region.

A state-wide initiative, the program is committed to enhancing 
existing events in regional Queensland, as well as assisting in 
the establishment of new events.

Since the QERDP began in 2001, more than $13.6 million 
has been invested in 645 regional events, an indicator of the 
important role these events play in their communities and 
wider Queensland.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com
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Champions.

Among the stars featured are racing greats including Michael 
Schumacher, Jenson Button, Sebastian Vettel, Mikko Hirvonen, 
Mick Doohan, Tom Kristensen, Andy Priaulx, Mattias Ekstrom, 
Yvan Muller, David Coulthard, Marcus Gronholm, Travis 
Pastrana, Chad Reed and more.

The Race of Champions delivers a unique motorsport 
experience, and now the DVD allows fans to share all the 
excitement and go behind the scenes, including exclusive 
access to the drivers’ briefi ng and more.
- Credit: www.DukeVideo.com and www.RallyBuzz.com

Two weeks of racing, nights repairing at the bivouac, 9 000 
kilometres to cover, dunes, stones, mountains… This year, web 
users will for the fi rst time have the possibility to confront the 
diffi culties of the Dakar by registering and playing on a daily 
basis.

Two weeks of racing, nights repairing at the bivouac, 9 000 
kilometres to cover, dunes, stones, mountains… This year, web 
users will for the fi rst time have the possibility to confront the 
diffi culties of the Dakar by registering and playing on a daily 
basis at VirtualRallyGame.com.

Stage by stage, a parallel race will take place for the web 
adventurers who will be rewarded thanks to the smartness of 
their choices.

The game, already experienced by Virtual Regatta for all the 
major sailing races, had proved to be a huge battle on the seas 
gathering 343 000 virtual boats for the Vendée Globe. The fi eld 
of bikes and cars expected during the month of January could 
gather just as many competitors in the Atacama Desert!

Mouse in hand, the Virtual Rally Game.com players will be 
invited to take off at the same time as the rally competitors. 
On the day’s special, their vision will be limited to around 30 
kilometres from their position.

They will fi rst have to decide on where they’re heading to clear 
the mandatory way-points. According to the nature of the 
terrain, one will have to adapt the tire pressure and the speed 
level. Beware, on an endurance race like the Dakar, one rapidly 
digs deep into his physical capacities as well as the machine’s. 
To get as much energy as possible and take good care of the 
vehicle, operations will also have to be done during the night, 
at the bivouac. The extreme challenge is also in front of your 
screens.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

Play Dakar on your PC - experience 
the thrills of this adventure

Rapid Belgian driver Francois Duval suffered a fall on Thursday 
and was taken to hospital, where a double fracture to the 
lumbar vertebrae was detected. These fractures did not 

Play Dakar on your PC - experience 
the thrills of this adventure

reveal anything too serious and no neurological effects are 
anticipated.

However, to enable rapid recovery and a complete 
rehabilitation, Duval will observe a rest period of 8 weeks at 
least.
- Credit: www.fduval.com and www.RallyBuzz.com

Sebastien Ogier is on course to repeat his shock Monte Carlo 
Rally victory of last January after being linked to a drive in 
a Peugeot 207 Super 2000. Ogier, was competing for the 
BFGoodrich Drivers Team when he won the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge season opener almost 12 months ago.

It was the French driver’s fi rst time in a Super 2000 car and 
his fi rst time contesting the famous event. After winning the 
event, Ogier spoke of his desire to tackle more rounds of the 
IRC. He said at the time: “It was very exciting to be doing 
the Monte Carlo Rally and I enjoyed it very much and also the 
IRC.”

Stephane Sarrazin is confi rmed to run in Monte Carlo, driving 
a privately-run Peugeot 207 S2000 with help from the Peugeot 
factory. Sarrazin, who is currently testing in preparation of 
the event, said: “I’m really looking forward to the Monte Carlo 
Rally. I feel that I have improved a lot as a rally driver after the 
last year and I have benefi tted from having more experience. 
However, there are going to be some very strong drivers there 
this year, with a fi eld that is even stronger than last year, so 
I don’t want to make too many predictions. I feel that I can 
challenge though, and I am certainly going to enjoy it.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Sebastien Ogier to defend crown at 
Monte Carlo Rally 2010?

More than 70 European competitors stand to benefi t from 
incentives announced today (December 18) by the Barbados 
Rally Club (BRC) to celebrate the 20th Anniversary running of 
its blue riband event: Sol Rally Barbados 2010 is scheduled 
for May 28 to 30, with the Shell V-Power King of the Hill 
‘shakedown’ the previous Sunday, May 23.

In 2009, Sol Rally Barbados attracted even more British crews 
than Rally GB, Britain’s round of the World Rally Championship, 
the newcomers bringing to more than 200 the total of 
overseas competitors hosted by the event in recent years; 
on-line entries are now open on the event web site (www.
rallybarbados.bb), with incentives to recognise the loyalty of 
return visitors.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

Massive media interest in 2009’s Sol 
Barbados Rally
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Two crossings of the Andes at dizzying heights of up to 4,726 
metres above sea level, unrelenting, blazing heat in the world’s 
most arid area, the Atacama desert, and up to 800 kilometres 
of daily driving in rough terrain with extreme mechanical 
shocks: top performances in these extreme conditions can 
only be delivered by those who have consistently worked on 
achieving the best possible physical shape throughout the 
year. The drivers and co-drivers surely have to be in top form 
because they are not only up against their immediate rivals for 
stage wins and the Dakar title but, perhaps even more so, the
rally itself. The off-road classic is the world’s toughest desert 
rally which takes the participants to their physical limits on 
its total of 14 stages. With an up to fi ve-hour daily fi tness 
programme and altitude training the Volkswagen factory 
teams have perfectly prepared themselves for the title defence 
project in this respect as well.

“Perfect fi tness is the crucial factor in cross-country rally sport 
in general, and particularly at the Dakar. Extreme heat and 
permanent physical strain across several hours every day
require appropriate fi tness,” says Dr Johannes Peil, director 
of the Bad Nauheim sport clinic, which provides staff for the 
medical department of the Dakar squad. “Despite all
these strains the drivers and co-drivers have to constantly 
maintain their concentration in order to act precisely and 
without making mistakes – and for two weeks of driving 
hundreds of kilometres at racing speed at that. So those who 
aim for overall victory have to take fi tness very seriously.”

Measurements of the pulse rates in the cockpit illustrate 
the demands made on the fi tness of the racers. Their heart 
rates are continually between 140 and 160 heartbeats. These 
rates alone equate to those of professional footballers. But 
there is an additional factor in motorsport. Situations of high 
stress – such as diffi cult dune crossings or extreme braking 
manoeuvres on narrow gravel trails that require fast reactions 
– at times make the racers’ hearts beat more than 200 times 
per minute. Only totally fi t crews can handle such extreme
rates.

This permanent stress is one of the typical “superlatives” of 
the “Dakar”: Unlike a sprint race, the number one desert rally 
does not put its participants to the test for just 90 minutes.
As a genuine motorsport marathon, it is a race against time 
that lasts up to six hours every day. Added to this are the 
liaison stages between the bivouacs and the special stages
which are not driven at racing speed but in which the crews 
also have to stay within defi ned time limits and, consequently, 
concentration and stress continue to be at high levels.

Extreme temperatures are another aspect putting the 
fi tness of the drivers and co-drivers to an exceptional test. 

Air temperatures of up to 40 degrees Celsius prevail in the 
Atacama desert which is 100 times drier than Death Valley. 
The cockpit temperatures in the fi ve Race Touareg vehicles 
that are factory-prepared and factory-fi elded by Volkswagen 
clearly exceed these values – despite the fact that the crews 
have a useful accessory on board of their uncompromisingly 
Spartan Dakar prototypes: an air condition system takes the 
edge off temperature peaks and reduces interior temperatures 
by as much as ten degrees Celsius. “This helps to maintain 
concentration on particularly hot days like those in the 
Atacama desert,” says Volkswagen factory driver Carlos Sainz. 
“Although our system is not as convenient as the automatic air 
conditioning systems of production vehicles it makes our
work in the cockpit clearly more pleasant and assists us in 
staying extremely alert at all times.”

“The Dakar Rally in South America is clearly hotter than the 
previous events in Africa,” adds Timo Gottschalk, Nasser Al-
Attiyah’s German co-driver in the Race Touareg designated as
vehicle number 306. “But thanks to our meticulous physical 
preparation the southern summer does not make such a huge 
difference overall. In addition, while we’re in the cockpit we 
tend to totally ignore external infl uences. Only at the end of 
the Dakar, only after those two weeks, we truly realize what 
type of performance we delivered.”

To ensure the crews’ optimum handling of the supreme strains 
in the competition, Volkswagen employs a team physician and 
two physical therapists for the fi ve factory teams. They keep 
an eye on the drivers and co-drivers getting proper nutrition 
and quickly recuperating before the next rally day. “While out 
on the stages the drivers and co-drivers have drinking bottles 
with six litres of isotonic drinks,” says Markus Preuth. “But in 
many cases they are thirstier than that. That’s why we ensure 
quick and extensive re-hydration of the teams as soon as they 
arrive at the bivouac.” 

The menu features high-carbon meals prepared by the team’s 
own chef. Systematic physical therapy ensures that the 
contenders recover their muscular power by the next day.

The key aspect ensuring proper Dakar fi tness, though, is the 
physical preparation for the mega event. Altitude training in 
Arosa, Switzerland, was focused on adjusting the crews to
the two crossings of the Andes during the Dakar. In addition, 
personal training plans were developed to achieve the required 
physical fi tness. The co-drivers’ daily programme, for example, 
includes systematic work on the abdominal muscles. Unlike the 
drivers, the navigators are constantly looking at the roadbook 
and rarely see shocks and jumps coming up. Consequently, 
they have to constantly tense their muscles.
- Credit: Volkswagen Motorsport.

Total fi tness as a success factor – the Dakar Rally not only puts the 
participants to the test in terms of driving and navigational performance. 

PART THREE: PHYSICAL PREPARATION

DAKAR: SOUTH AMERICA 2010
01 - 17 January 2010



WRC: S2000 WRC
The S2000 World Rally Championship already draws big names

Next year’s Rally New Zealand features two new competitions within the 
World Rally Championship schedule – the FIA WRC Cup for Teams and the 
FIA Super 2000 World Rally Championship (SWRC) – and two international 
rally stars are already confi rmed.

SWRC SIGNS TWO BIG STARS FOR 2010

Spanish driver Xavier Pons, a former Citroen and Subaru 
factory team driver, and Finnish driver Janne Tuohino, a former 
Skoda team driver, are both entering a Ford Fiesta S2000 
car which makes them and their teams eligible for the new 
competitions.

“The new Super 2000 WRC, or SWRC, will run alongside the 
Production World Rally Championship, or PWRC, so this is a 
competition for drivers and co-drivers,” explains Rally New 
Zealand clerk of course Willard Martin. “And the Super 2000 
teams will earn points towards the WRC Cup, in a similar way 
to the way the offi cial WRC teams earn points for the World 
Rally Championship for Manufacturers.”

Rally New Zealand, 6 to 9 May 2010, is one of the 2010 FIA 
World Rally Championship events specifi ed for WRC Cup and 
SWRC competitors.

“Competitors need to contest seven of the ten specifi ed 
rounds, including two outside Europe, to be eligible to enter 
both the SWRC and WRC Cup.

“Given the fantastic reputation our event and roads have with 
rally competitors the world over, we expect to see Xevi Pons 
and Janne Tuohino among a strong fi eld of competitors running 
Super 2000 cars in New Zealand,” says Martin.

“It’s very exciting to have drivers of this calibre rallying in New 
Zealand. They, and others, are sure to add to what is already 
shaping up to be a tremendous rally with its home-base 
moving back to Auckland.”

Pons, age 29, is the second big name driver to announce his 
WRC comeback, just days after Tuohino, 34, revealed he was 
aiming for a return to the full WRC by tackling the new WRC 
Cup in a Ford S2000 car. From 2011, Super 2000 cars will 
form the basis of the new WRC car to be used by the WRC 
manufacturer teams. The current WRC car formula which has 
been in place since 1997 will no longer be eligible from the end 
of 2010.

“The S2000 cars run non-turbocharged two-litre engines with a 
maximum of 8,500 rpm rev-limit,” explains Martin. “At present 
a number of vehicle manufacturers, including Peugeot, Proton, 
Fiat, Toyota, VW and Skoda, have built S2000 cars which are 
already competing in international events around the world.

“Ford has taken the initiative with their rally team, M-Sport, 
now having developed, tested and begun production of the 
new Ford Fiesta Super 2000 rally car. Based on the Ford Fiesta 
road car, the team has confi rmed this is the vehicle which Ford 
will use to campaign the 2011 FIA World Rally Championship, 
replacing the Focus RS WRC. And this next year, both Pons and 
Tuohino have confi rmed they’re driving the new Ford Fiesta 
S2000.”

Pons will drive for a new team headed by Luis Moya, the 
former championship winning co-driver who won 24 WRC 
rallies alongside four-time Rally New Zealand winner Carlos 
Sainz. The team, backed by the Nupel pharmaceutical 
company, will also run Fiesta S2000s and Fiesta R2s in the 
Spanish championship.

Moya said: “I can confi rm that Xevi will do seven WRC rallies 
next year in the Fiesta S2000. His fi rst event will be Mexico, 

and he will defi nitely do the rallies in Jordan and New Zealand 
with co-driver Alex Haro. We’ll announce more details later 
on.”

Pons’ WRC background includes signing with the factory-
supported Kronos Citroen squad in 2006, partnering reigning 
champion, Sébastien Loeb. He joined the Subaru team midway 
through the 2007 season, driving alongside Petter Solberg 
and Chris Atkinson for seven events. In 2008 and 2009, he 
has competed on Spanish national rallies and remains in 
contention for Group N victory in this year’s championship, 
driving a Mitsubishi Lancer. Pons’ best result in a world rally 
remains fourth, which he has achieved fi ve times: in 2005 
at Rally Catalunya, and in 2006 at Rally d’Italia Sardegna, 
Rally of Turkey, Rally Australia and Rally New Zealand.  He is 
also remembered for his high speed accident which brought 
his 2007 Rally New Zealand campaign to an end which was 
captured on live television.

Tuohino has contested 40 WRC events with several World 
Rally Cars over seven seasons, and in 2005 became an 
offi cial Skoda manufacturer driver. After Skoda departed the 
international rally scene, the double Finnish rally champion 
was left without a seat, but contested several WRC events 
in 2006. Currently based in Dubai, Tuohino’s plans for 2010 
involve a privately-run team with the new M-Sport Ford Fiesta 
S2000 car.

Rally New Zealand 2010 will see the S2000 cars seeded 
among the Production World Rally Championship cars, which 
follow the WRC cars through the three-day event. The event’s 
home-base is Auckland City and the route takes competitors 
north to the Whangarei and Kaipara districts on day one, south 
to Franklin and North Waikato on day two and to Raglan on 
day three. Along with the prime spectator viewing areas on 
selected rally stages, rally fans can get close to the action 
at the remote service parks used on each of the three days 
at the Quayside Town Basin in Whangarei, Hampton Downs 
motorsport complex and the Raglan airfi eld, as well as the 
event’s main Service Park on Auckland’s Queens Wharf.

2010 Calendar: WRC Cup for S2000 teams and Super 2000 
World Rally Championship
(Seven out of ten events to count, including at least two 
outside Europe)
01) 12-14 February: Sweden
02) 5-7 March: Mexico
03) 2-4 April: Jordan
04) 7-9 May: New Zealand
05) 28-30 May: Portugal
06) 30 July - 1 August: Finland
07) 20-22 August: Germany
08) 10-12 September: Japan
09) 1-3 October: France
10) 12-14 November: Great Britain
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com



PROFILE: EYVIND BRYNILDSEN
From a year in the relative shadows, Brynildsen moves into the spotlight for 2010

Rene Georges is pleased to announce that Eyvind Brynildsen from Norway 
will take part in the 2010 S2000 World Rally Championship with the Skoda 
Fabia S2000 run by his team Rene Georges Rally Sport.

BRYNILDSEN IN SWRC 2010 WITH SKODA

Having already tasted the success in WRC Rally Spain 2009 
(his 1st event with the Skoda Fabia S2000), where he won 
the Gr N category, and also completely dominating the PWRC 
Rally Great Britain, Eyvind Brynildsen is going to be a strong 
challenger for the 2010 SWRC title.

His season will start with two test events in January in 
Norway: Sigdals Rally and Mountain Rally. He will then 
compete in fi rst round of the S2000 World Rally Championship 
in Sweden. Other events included in his program thus far are:
SWRC Rally Mexico, SWRC Rally Jordan, SWRC Rally Portugal, 
SWRC Rally Germany, SWRC Rally France and SWRC Rally 
Great Britain.

The combination and partnership between the Skoda Fabia 
S2000/Brynildsen/Skoda Norway/Rene Georges Rally Sport will 
be a strong force for 2010. Brynildsen’s co-driver will be the 
highly experienced Denis Giraudet from France. The details of 
the Skoda Fabia S2000 for the 2010 season has been released. 
Skoda’s Fabia S2000 is powered by a rev-happy 2,0-litre 
powerplant that produces in the region of 265 hp and 245 Nm 
of torque. It revs to 8 500rpm, and peak power is found at a 
dizzying 8 250rpm. This 6-speed four-wheel drive machine is 
tricked out with the best rallying components available and is a 
proven rally winner.

The Rene Georges Rally Sport team has many years 
experience with S2000 machines, having participated with 
the Volkswagen Polo S2000. Rene Georges Rally Sport team 
(RGRS) switched to the Skoda Fabia S2000 at the beginning of 
2009 and their fi rst event was the IRC Ypres Rally of Belgium. 
Since then, the RGRS team has scored interesting results with 
the new Skoda Fabia S2000 in several championships:
• First place in IRC Rally of Scotland 
• Sixth place in IRC Barum Rally Czech
• First place PWRC Rally Spain
• First place PWRC Rally Great Britain
• First place in Rally Jalhay (Belgium Rally Championship)
• Second place in Condroz Rally (Belgium Rally Championship)

RGRS is working closely with Skoda Motorsport, and the cars 
owned by RGRS are maintained to the highest standards as 
required by Skoda.

Brynildsen is no stranger to the top echelons of world rallying, 
competing in his fi rst WRC rally in 2006 in the WRC Rally 
Sweden. His best result to date is 11th overall in the WRC 
standings in the WRC Rally Portugal. This 21 year old has 
a promising career ahead of him, and with a strong car to 
compete in the S2000 World Rally Championship in 2010, 
Brynildsen will be a force to be reckoned with.
- IMAGES: www.ircseries.com
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TURKEY: ISTANBUL RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
27 December 2009

Won by Mustafa Soylemez and Cem Bakancocuklari (Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution IX) by 9,7s over the husband and wife 
pairing of Guven and Calga Bostanci and third place fi nishers 
Menderes Okur and Aras Dincer.

With 230km of stages scheduled for this second round of the 
Championship, and with competitors now familiar with the 
route speeds will increase and even more risks will be taken to 
gain even the slightest of a fraction of a second’s advantage in 
the stage times.

Burcu Burkut Erenkul, whom HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS 
will follow closely during her 2010 rally season, overcame a 
number of problems to fi nish the fi rst event in an impressive 
fi fth place in Class N2 and third overall in the Ladies 
classifi caton.

For this weekend’s rally Burcu Erenkul said: “The last rally was 
fantastic for me.”

With a new co-driver on-board, and the steep learning curve 
for him, Burcu feels that the last event went very well as the 

results refl ected their efforts.

“The second race of the Castrol Istanbul Rally Championship 
takes places on Sunday 27 December, and I am very excited 
again to be rallying, even though I have a few problems to sort 
out.

“We will run at the same raceway again this weekend, but 
it rained once again this week and with even more rain the 
stages will be even more challenging. 

“If I fi nd solutions to the problems, it will be a good rally,” said 
Burcu.

The youngest female rally driver in Turkey, Burcu is fast 
building a reputation as a very talented and quick rally driver. 
Watch Burcu push her FIAT Palio Class N2 to the limits this 
weekend!

HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS wishes her and her crew every 
success this weekend!

Round Two of the high-speed Castrol Istanbul Local Rally Championship 
takes place this weekend, and after a grueling Round One two weeks ago 
due to adverse weather conditions this weekend’s action is set to be highly 
competitive for entrants, WRITES EVAN ROTHMAN.

HIGH SPEED ACTION FOR ISTANBUL

IMAGE: harun@harunozdemir.com IMAGE: harun@harunozdemir.com



FIRST RALLY OF 2010 SET TO BE THRILLING
Despite an enforced date change into the New Year, the Specsavers 
Christmas Stages Rally, which takes place at Croft Circuit, North Yorkshire 
on Saturday 2nd January 2010, has once again attracted a top quality entry. 
Included in the entry list is a World Rally Championship driver, a European 
Rally Championship driver, a bright pink MG Maestro, a car with “ice cream 
van” chimes and someone who, it is reckoned, is the actual “The Stig” on 
BBC TV’s popular Top Gear show!

With Northallerton Automobile Club once again assembling a 
capacity 95-car entry for the annual festive feast around the 
North’s premier motorsports facility just south of Darlington, 
the emphasis is on quality as much as quantity as a number 
of international stars are set to do battle over the 64km of 
stages.

Heading the entry is last year’s winner Kevin Procter who will 
be again at the wheel of his Subaru WRC. The multi-talented 
all-rounder won the last-ever Rallycross Superprix at Croft 
a couple of months ago in the same Ford Focus he has been 
contesting the European Rallycross Championship, and along 
with fellow rallycrosser Dave Bellerby on the maps, the pair 
will be a tough act to beat.

Former National Champion Paul Bird is the favourite to take the 
victory in his latest factory version Ford Focus WRC08 in which 
he plans on contesting the FIA World Rally Championship in 
2010. Kawasaki World Superbike Championship team owner 
Bird, one of the very few FIA-seeded drivers in the world, did 
the Spanish round earlier this year and arrives at Croft looking 
for a record-breaking third win since the event has been held 
at Croft and he will be co-driven by Scottish Champion Kirsty 
Riddick.

Hoping to add to their double victory on the Jack Frost Stages 
at Croft in both 2007 and 2008 will be Chris Wise and Tracey 
Taylor-West, whereby a Christmas Stages victory would look 
good on their CV in their recently rebuilt MG Metro 6R4 and 
brothers Phil and Mick Gallagher also will be in action in their 
iconic 6R4.

More famed for his precision driving and stunts at packed 
stadiums throughout the world and indeed his television 
appearances in adverts, fi lms and on Top Gear, some of which 
have him rumoured to actually be “The Stig”, Darlington’s Paul 
Swift will be at the wheel of the historic-specifi cation Ford 
Escort Mk1, which he will share with co-driver Andrew Lees.

Driver Billy McLelland and co-driver Helen Brown are 
expected to be in the mix in their Mitsubishi Lancer and other 
local drivers challenging for class honours will be Michael 
Glendinning (Ford Escort Mk2), Nick Cook (Ford Escort Mk1), 
Keith Davison (Darrian T90) and Mark Constantine (Vauxhall 
Corsa). Dave Hemingway will once again be entertaining 
crowds as he usually does the stages with his Ford Escort Mk2 

playing “ice cream van” chimes, but no such nonsense from 
fellow Yorkshiremen Chris Myers (Mitsubishi) and Martin Farrar 
(Subaru) who will be challenging for outright honours.

Some of the more unusual cars include front runner Alex 
Taylor in a Subaru Forrester, Alastair Hutchinson’s LPG-
powered Renault Clio, the Renault 5 Turbos of Alastair Brown 
and Tony Jameson-Allen and Martin Cockerill’s lurid pink MG 
Maestro...

“We were disappointed to have to move from the traditional 
Christmas Bank Holiday date because of the High Court ruling 
but despite this we have got our biggest ever entry for the 
Specsavers Christmas Stages Rally,” Clerk of the Course Ian 
Jackson. “To have the likes of top World Championship drivers 
is testament that people enjoy the event and the uncertainty 
of the weather is another factor. With this level of quality right 
the way down the fi eld, it is a mouth-watering prospect and 
one that I think everyone is really looking forward to.”

Other local drivers expected to do well on the event include 
West Rounton’s Nigel Keen (Ford Escort), the Lotus Exiges of 
Catterick autograsser Martyn Tinker and Sinderby’s Bill Bates 
as well as John Gaskin from Chop Gate in his Subaru.

Durham youngster Andrew Fawcett will make his debut in the 
Specsavers-sponsored Vauxhall Nova and Teesside brothers 
Paul and James Dolan will be in action in their Mitsubishis, as 
will Pickhill’s Geoff Simpson in a latest Evo 10 version, and 
Brompton’s Paul Atkinson is another to keep an eye on in his 
1400cc Nova.

Following Procter in changing disciplines for the day are 
a number of other top British Rallycross drivers who are 
taking to the stages. Gosforth driver David Binks joins fellow 
Tynesiders Michael Boak, Phil Chicken and Brian Jukes whereas 
a trio of Northallerton drivers, Darren Grimston (Ford Escort), 
Jonathan Bean (BMW 325) and Larry Carter (Peugeot 206) 
have all been in rallycross action at Croft recently.

Utilising all of the tarmac roads around the popular North East 
venue, a massive crowd is once again expected as the fi rst of 
the cars gets underway at 9.05am with the fi rst of eight stages 
which will run into darkness.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

NAC: SPECSAVERS CHRISTMAS STAGES
02 January 2010



After a strong start, where the pair were inside the top twenty 
overall, an issue with the alternator cost Gogi and Denis a 
lot of time and dropped them down the leaderboard where, 
by Day fi ve, the pair languished in 35th position. With the 
rally only half run the pair began a massive fi ght back, and 
faced with torrential rain, thick, powder like dust and the odd 
wild animal Gogi was fi nally settling into a groove. But Africa 
always has something up its sleeve and an errant local bus 
nearly had the fi nal say when it smashed into the side of the 
Escort on Day 7! Fortunately the damage was purely cosmetic 
and the team carried on, shaken but undeterred.
 
By the fi nish back in Mombasa Gogi and Denis had made 
up over four hours on Peter Stoehr, who eventually fi nished 
second in class, but their early electrical issues had cost the 
pair the chance to fi ght for class honours.
 
Once again the Safari has lived up to its reputation for being 
the World’s toughest rally and just to fi nish is always an 
achievement. To take a class podium after all our problems is a 

fi ne reward for the whole team!
 
I must say a massive thank you to Denis who has shown why 
he is one of the top co-drivers in the world and I wish him all 
the best in 2010 as he tackles the World Rally Championship, it 
was a great privilege to have him sitting alongside me!
 
This exciting project saw the involvement of Quattro Project 
Solutions, a management consultancy fi rm specializing in 
project visualization. 

By using their expertise gained in such ventures as the Jubilee 
Underground Line extension and the Heathrow Terminal 5 
project Quattro Project Solutions were  able to ensure that Ti 
Motorsport are in a position to offer their clients a superior 
value for money experience.
 
For more information on the rally please visit 
www.eastafricansafarirally.com or www.siraracing.com.
- Credit: Geoff Mayes Media

CLASSIC: EAST AFRICAN SAFARI RALLY
Classic rally action in world’s toughest rally

After ten days and over 4500 kilometres of high speed rallying Hardev Singh 
Sira and Denis Giraudet brought their Ti Motorsports run Ford Escort Mk 1 
back to the fi nish of the Kenya Airways East African Safari Classic Rally third 
in class and thirtieth overall.

PODIUM FOR GOGI IN SAFARI RALLY




