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Welcome to issue 113 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!
 As always, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman

Welcome to H&H!
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• Travis Pastrana “Jumps”



                                               

 

 

McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View  

Rallying always was and still remains the world most photogenic branch of motor sport with its 
natural and often stunning backgrounds. The calendar “McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View” 
reveals beautiful landscapes, water splashes, jumps as well as technical views in service areas. It 
does all this in an impressive 95-centimetre wide panoramic format. For each month of the year, it 
gives you a choice between two very different pictures for example works cars from the WRC 
teams Ford and Citroen, or pictures of the championship’s other major stars like Marcus Grönholm 
in a Subaru Impreza WRC. Moreover, some images of the latest S2000 cars pay tribute to this 
new formula in rallying as well as the growing interest in the IRC. As last year, the calendar 
contains exclusive background information from McKlein’s photographers on the location where 
the pictures were taken and the camera settings used. 

Technical details: 

• Publisher: McKlein  

• Photos: McKlein  

• Size: 97 x 48 cm  

• Pages: 25  

• Pictures: 43 (choice between two images every month)  

• Extra features: spiral binding, dispatched in a cardboard box 

• ZAR 695.00 including vat excluding postage 

                                               

To place your order contact us on the following number- 

Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail: sales-1@ats-motorsport.co.za 

Website : ats-motorsport.co.za 
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the world’s latest rally news



Featuring European rally championships, British rally championships, Rally America 
events, international rally results and videos, as well as S2000 and WRC news.

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF RALLYING

        www.rallybuzz.com

The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

Stilo completes successful year in 
Motorsport, more planned for 2010
Stilo, based near Bergamo in northern Italy, is looking forward 
to another year of success in 2010 following a fantastic 2009 
season.   
 Stilo helmets claimed both the FIA World Rally 
Championship (for the fi fth time) with Sebastien Loeb and 
the FIA World Touring Car Championship thanks to Gabriele 
Tarquini: the fi rst time that the FIA’s most important rally 
and touring car titles have been won by a single helmet 
manufacturer.   
 Stilo helmets also swept up the inaugural Formula 
2 title courtesy of Andy Soucek, who then used his Stilo ST4 
helmet to top the time sheets in young driver testing for 
Williams in Formula 1. On the Intercontinental Rally Challenge, 
Kris Meeke benefi tted from a Stilo helmet to clinch the title 
at his fi rst attempt with Peugeot UK. Stilo also triumphed on 
a number of other international and national events over the 
world throughout the season, at every level.   
 In 2010, Stilo will once more be represented on all 
these wide-ranging championships: reinforcing the company’s 
image as the choice of champions both on the track and the 
rally stage.   
 “It’s been a great season but we’re not stopping here; 
we are already looking forward to even more success in 2010,” 
explained Stilo’s Elena Perini. “Levels of competitiveness, 
technology and safety in motorsport are being raised all the 
time. At Stilo we constantly improve our range in order to 
surpass the latest safety standards while providing reliable, 
stylish and ground-breaking products. We continue our mission 
to be the best in both rallying and racing in 2010, which I am 
sure will be refl ected in the results that our drivers achieve 
next year.”   
 Stilo’s fi rst challenge of the new season will be the 
legendary Dakar Rally in South America, which gets underway 
from Buenos Aires on January 1. Stilo has won the Dakar fi ve 
consecutive times, most recently with Volkswagen factory 
driver Giniel de Villiers at the start of 2009: the fi rst time 
that the epic endurance marathon was held in the new and 
unknown territory of Latin America, after 30 years in Africa.   
 De Villiers, from South Africa, is back to defend 
his title with Stilo this year together with some illustrious 
Volkswagen team mates that include two-time World Rally 
Champion Carlos Sainz and former Production Car World Rally 
Champion Nasser Al Attiyah.   
 Nine-time Dakar winner Stephane Peterhansel is 
also equipped by Stilo as he joins BMW’s X-Raid team on the 
10,000 kilometre, 14-stage, event this year that is due to 
fi nish on January 17.

Australians target 2010 IRC
Australia could get a regular representative in the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) in 2010 after Simon 
Evans tested a Peugeot 207 Super 2000. Evans, a three-time 
Australian rally champion, is now trying to secure suffi cient 

sponsorship to tackle the IRC in 2010 following a successful 
test in central France
 He told the Auto Channel website: “We’re going to 
have to work very hard to come up with the funding to put a 
deal together for next year. But after getting a taste of it, I 
want it even more now and I’m more pumped up than ever to 
get to the IRC.”
 Evans was accompanied by his co-driving wife Sue 
during the test, which took place over a six-kilometre all-
asphalt stage near Clermont-Ferrand. “It was such a great 
experience – the car was by far the best rally car I have ever 
driven,” said Evans. “It gave me so much confi dence to keep 
pushing harder and harder and I felt really comfortable in it.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Proton tests Satria Neo S2000 for 
more IRC action in 2010
Proton continued its preparations for the 2010 Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge season by putting three leading drivers 
through their paces during a test in Wales recently.
 Finns Anton Alen and Matti Rantanen and Belgian 
Francois Duval all drove a Proton Satria Neo Super 2000 at 
the Sweet Lamb test facility in Wales. Chris Mellors, who runs 
MEM, the factory Proton team, said: “We had three great 
drivers who gave us some very positive and valuable feedback. 
From our point of view one of the most encouraging things 
is that we put the equivalent of a world championship rally 
distance on the car without having to do any work to it.”
 Alen, who is considering Proton as one of his options 
for next season’s IRC, said: “The car felt very stable and 
the engine had a really good spread of torque right from the 
bottom all the way to the top.”
 A couple of days after the test, Duval slipped on some 
ice at home in Belgium and broke two vertebrae in his back. 
He is expected to recover fully, but will be out of action for at 
least eight weeks.
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

2009 IRC season review now online
Viewers are now able to see the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge highlights programme, featuring the best of the 
action throughout the 2009 season, online. Simply click on 
the link in the banner above this main news story in order to 
see the video highlights, which last 26 minutes and contain 
spectacular footage of all the thrills and spills that have 
characterised this year’s IRC series.
 Using ground-mounted, in-car and helicopter 
cameras, the IRC is covered from every angle on the highlights 
programme, showcasing the ground-breaking approach to 
televising rallying.
 The 2009 IRC Yearbook is also available to view 
online. Once more, you have to simply click on the link in the 
banner above the main news to see the full yearbook on your 
computer. The yearbook contains a detailed analysis of all the 
IRC action from 2009, together with photographs, interviews, 
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reports, features and statistics.
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Sandell close to signing with Skoda 
for 2010 SWRC season
Patrik Sandell is currently in talks with Red Bull and Skoda 
about a contract extension to drive the Fabia S2000 in the 
S-WRC next year, according to Swedish news site Zsport.se
 “We are in fi nal stages of negotiations and I can not 
do much more than hope that everything resolves itself,” said 
Sandell. 
 “Today I am going on holiday to Thailand, January 4th 
is the deadline for entry submissions.
 “A year ago, frankly, it was hell. It was the middle of 
the economic crisis and the uncertainty was enormous. All that 
has been relaxed now, at least for car manufacturers, but the 
situation is still a bit sensitive.”
 The Swede won the fi rst two rounds of this year’s 
PCWRC, but could only fi nished fourth in the championship 
after a string of bad luck.
 “I have never met people who worked so hard for 
results,” Sandell said. “Perhaps it is the combination of a Czech 
manufacturer with Czech mechanics. They are so proud of 
their own product, they tear around as if they are fi ghting for 
their country.”
-Credit: Red Bull Rally Team

Belgium Ypres Rally 2010 has a new 
sponsor for IRC and ERC events
Preparations for the Belgium Ypres Rally 2010 are already well 
under way. The Belgian rally is once again one of the most 
important matches of the Intercontinental Rally Challenge, 
the European Rally Championship and the Belgian Rally 
Championship. The competition will take place again in last 
weekend of June. 

 But the main news from Westhoek is undoubtedly the 
new partner. Geko Living World, the furniture giant from Zulte, 
will be for next 2 years as sponsor of Belgium Ypres Rally. 
 Geko build in the past  years a strong reputation in 
the Belgian rally world by supporting various pilot projects and 
rally. The sponsorship of the Belgium Ypres Rally is the icing on 
the cake and it promises well for Geko and for the Ypres Rally, 
and rally fans all one big celebration.
 Alain Penasse, rally manager of the Belgium Ypres 
Rally: “We are very pleased with this partnership as Geko 
is a solid partner that understands our sport very well. Wim 
Soenens from Geko is someone who has been active and we 
have always been initiatives closely followed. In these diffi cult 
times, it was a brave move by Geko this partnership with our 
rally to go. We are convinced that this a perfect time for both 
parties is to unite so that we and the Belgium Ypres Rally 
further develop into an even bigger event. “ 
 Wim Soenens of Geko Living World: “We are 
extremely proud of this collaboration with one of the biggest 
sporting events in the country. Geko Living World is constantly 
in the spotlight and throw this partnership with the Belgium 
Ypres Rally is an ideal opportunity. Now We work closely with 
the organizers of Ypres to a number of actions to turn around 
the match point. Soon the fans will hear about it. “ 
 The Geko Ypres Rally, as the contest now going 
through life, will be held on 24 - 26 June 2010.
- Credit: www.rally-erc.com

European Rally Championship 
confi rms 2010 season calendar
The 2009 European Rally Championship season is over now 
and the preparations for the upcoming year are already very 
high. 
 For 2010, the FIA Championships rules have been 
slightly modifi ed in order to interest higher number of 
participants from many different countries. The international 
rally scene in Europe has great potential. 
 With eleven rallies in many different European regions 
the competitors will go through many various sceneries with 
fast tarmac stages as well as technical gravel sections. 

Calendar of the European Rally Championship (ERC) 2010:
01) 22 - 24 Apr Rally 1000 Miglia (Italy) 
02) 13 - 15 May  Zagreb Delta Rally (Croatia) 
03) 04 - 06 Jun  Rally Poland (Poland) 
04) 24 - 26 Jun  Belgium Ypres Westhoek Rally (Belgium)
05) 23 - 25 Jul  Istanbul Rally (Turkey) 
06) 05 - 07 Aug  Rally Vinho da Madeira (Portugal)
07) 27 - 29 Aug  Barum Czech Rally Zlin (Czech Repub.)
08) 10 - 12 Sep  Rally Principe de Asturias (Spain)
09) 24 - 26 Sep  Elpa Rally (Greece) 
10) 15 - 17 Oct Rallye d’Antibes Côte d’Azur (France) 
11) 28 - 30 Oct Rallye International du Valais (Switzerland)
- Credit: www.rally-erc.com

Kenya looking to play host to WRC 
Candidate Rally in 2010
Kenya plans to run the 2012 Safari Rally as a candidate event 
for the World Rally Championship (WRC), offi cials have said, 
writes Samson Ateka in Coastweek.com.
 Jim Kahumbura, the Kenya Motor Sports Foundation 
(KMSF) Chairman said: “The World Governing Body ( FIA 
) is still interested in Africa as a rallying destination. FIA 
has withdrawn the 100,000 Euros permit fees for running 
candidate events. There are indications that they ( FIA ) want 
to come back to Africa and this keeps Kenya in good stead.”
 Kahumbura, who made this revelation just day 
after the Motorsport Council of KMSF approved the 2010 
motorsports calendar, however noted the world status wouldn’t 
be overnight affair.
 “FIA will send observers to come and inspect our 
setup in 2010 and 2011 and we are probably making our bid 
in 2012 with hopes of making it back to the WRC calendar in 
2013,” Kahumbura noted.
This year, the KCB Safari Rally 2010 still counts towards the 
FIA African Rally Championship (ARC), the KCB Kenya National 
Rally Championship and the KCB East African Rally Challenge 
(EARC).
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The South African assault on this year’s 
event will be led by defending champion 
Giniel de Villiers who is again teamed 
with German co-driver Dirk von Zitzewitz 
in a factory Volkswagen Racing Touareg. 
De Villiers last year became the fi rst 
South African to win one of the world’s 
premier motorsport classics.
 While de Villiers will be looking 
for back to back wins compatriot Ralph 
Pitchford, again paired with American 
driver Mark Miller in a second factory 
VW Touareg, will be looking to go one 
better than the second place the pair 
snared last year. Pitchford is the reigning 
Absa Off Road Championship co-drivers 
champion.
 The South African connection 
at this year’s race will be completed 
by three South African built Nissan 
Navara entries running under the Team 

Overdrive banner. The Overdrive squad 
is based in Belgium but will be under the 
wing of team manager Glyn Hall.
 The three Nissan Navaras were 
built in Midrand by Hallspeed. The cars 
will be driven by South African off road 
legend Alfi e Cox and German co-driver 
Jurgen Schroder, Polish star Krzystof 
Holowczyc and Belgian Jean-Marc Fortin 
and Russian crew Alexander Mironenko 
and Sergey Lebedev.
 Nissan Navaras built by 
Hallspeed fi nished fourth and fi fth on last 
year’s Dakar Rally.
 “In the two factory Volkswagen 
Touareg entries and the three Team 
Overdrive cars South Africa has a 
powerful presence in this year’s race, 
and hopefully we will see a repeat of 
last year’s successes,” said MSA Off 
Road Car Racing Commission president 
Richard Schilling. “The Absa Off Road 
Championship is probably the most 
competitive domestic series of its kind in 

the world, and in de Villiers and Pitchford 
we have international superstars.
 “I have no doubt the South 
African connection will again do us 
proud.”
 The South African connection, 
however, does not begin and end with 
the VW and the three Nissan Navaras. 
Former SA co-drivers champion Juan 
Mohr will be part of the crew of a 4x4 
MAN which will act as a support vehicle 
for the Overdrive squad, and which will 
compete in the truck category.
 There will also be plenty of 
support for the SA contingent. No fewer 
than six members of the Bloemfontein 
based Ruwacon Racing team will 
follow the fortunes of the race through 
Argentina and Chile.
 “The Ruwacon team epitomises 
the spirit that is part and parcel of the 
Absa Off Road Championship,” said 
Schilling. “Hopefully they will have 
plenty to celebrate.”

There will be high hopes for South African teams – and those 
with close South African ties – when the 2010 Dakar Rally 
gets underway in Buenos Aires on 1 January.

HIGH HOPES FOR SA TEAMS IN DAKAR

FEATURES • COLUMNISTS • TECHNICAL ARTICLES • IN-DEPTH STORIES

Story by www.saoffroadracing.co.za
Pictures by www.dakar.com

From the Director: Etienne Lavigne
Heroes are never tired! Experience 
of the weeks and months have even 
taught us that those of the Dakar know, 
maybe even more than others, how to 
mobilise resources. 
 Just a few lengths away 
from the big reassembling, sensations 
come back in identical way. The amount 
of letters shows the impatience and 
excitement of the competitors, partners 
and journalists.
 On the 1st of January, 
Argentineans and Chileans will launch 

a year of celebrations and communion 
around the bicentenary of their 
countries. They’ve entrusted to the 
Dakar the honour of being alongside 
them in this historical moment. The 
sporting show offered to the world has 
to be at the height of the two Nations 
and the majesty of the territories on 
which it will be played.
 Massed on the side of the 
roads and tracks during the fi rst edition, 
our hosts have this year reached a 
new level in the affection to an event 
for which they have immediately been 

thrilled. On the start line of the 2010 
Dakar, the Argentinean and Chilean 
competitors will be three times as 
many, now forming an imposing 
contingent, led by a bunch of virtuosos 
able to make their fl ags fl y high in good 
position. However the national party 
atmosphere and our enthusiasm to 
continue the exploration of this fabulous 
continent won’t prevent us from hiding 
the severe reality: the challenge offered 
this year can be ranked among the top 
adventures on the planet of extreme 
sports.

 With the density of 
diffi culties on the program, how many 
can admit, without bragging, that they 
will be on time at the meeting of the 
17th of January in Buenos Aires, after 
having covered a 9000 kilometre loop 
course? The statistics are unforgiving, 
there will be some disappointed. For the 
others, the dose of emotion to digest 
promises to be copious. They will have 
written a part of history.

Étienne Lavigne
Directeur du Dakar
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A crucial task: without Lucas Cruz, Timo Gottschalk, Clecio 
Maestrelli, Ralph Pitchford and Dirk von Zitzewitz the 
Volkswagen Dakar successes would have been unthinkable. 

DAKAR RALLY, PART IV: NAVIGATION

The fi ve co-drivers in the Race Touareg 
cockpits must, like their team mates in 
the race trucks, navigate their drivers 
perfectly for exactly 9 030 km during the 
2010 Dakar Rally otherwise they would 
be lost. The route is secret throughout, 
must not be practised and the use of 
navigational aids is limited.
 “Cross country rallying is a 
multidimensional sport: In contrast to 
other motorsport disciplines it is by no 
means only about speed and reliability. 
The correct orientation in open country 
is a part of the competition,” explains 
Volkswagen Motorsport Director Kris 
Nissen.
 “Whoever believes that this 
isn’t a problem in the age of modern 
satellite navigation is mislead: During 
the “Dakar” the most effective functions 
of the GPS device are deactivated in 
order to challenge the co-driver to the 
full.”
 Fundamentally the co-driver has 
very few aids: The so-called “Roadbook”, 
which is only distributed in printed form 
the evening before each stage, contains 
distances in kilometres, symbols for 
orientation, compass information and 
supplementary tips such as dangers and 
prominent landmarks in the terrain. 
 “In the notes I highlight specifi c 
important information such as direction 
changes and danger points with different 

colours,” describes Dirk von Zitzewitz 
Dakar winner in 2009 and co-driver for 
Giniel de Villiers of his daily evening
work. The navigators must stick exactly 
to the stipulated route.
 The tripmaster, a special 
odometer, helps to compare the 
completed distance with the values in 
the roadbook. “However, a great deal of 
experience is required since the target
and actual values can differ from one 
another due to wheel spin in the desert 
sand,” knows
Ralph Pitchford co-driver for Mark Miller. 
 The GPS device only shows 
the compass direction and the speed 
between the way points. It acts primarily 
as control device for the race stewards 
and not for the competitor’s orientation, 
since they can check whether all the 
planned points along the route were 
approached correctly. 
 All teams must approach way 
points that are initially hidden (Way 
Point Masked). Only when a participant 
has closed to within three kilometres 
of the geographical point does the GPS 
device indicate the correct direction. The 
point must be passed and the indicator 
extinguished. Other way points with 
special functions (Way Point Eclipse, 
Way Point Visible) make the task for co-
drivers even more complex.
 In this way every stage 
becomes a new and often unpredictable 
challenge – and this not only for the 
drivers but also for their co-drivers.

Story by Volkswagen Motorsport
Pictures by www.dakar.com

Calendar of Events
• 01 January: Briefi ng and start podium, fi rst bivouac 
in Buenos Aires province
• 02 - 16 January: Dakar Rally in Argentina and Chile
• 09 January: Rest day in Antofagasta
• 17 January: Podium fi nish in Buenos Aires

Interesting Facts about 2009 Dakar
• On the Argentina part of the route, 3 million 
spectators were registered as well as 600 000 during 
the four Chilean stages.

• Five countries were studied and it was shown that 
296 million individuals followed the Dakar in 2009 
through the media including, for example, 130 million 
Brazilians and 54 million Americans.



As the 2010 season draws closer with 
Rally Sweden, the FIA have published 
entry forms and regulations for the 2010 
season.

January the 4th will be the deadline for 
entries to the following championships:
• FIA WRC for Manufacturers 
• FIA Production Car WRC 
• FIA S2000 WRC
• FIA Junior WRC 
• FIA WRC Cup for S2000 Teams 

 March 16th 2010 is the deadline 
for WRC Teams to register.
 Here is a brief overview of the 
Championships and Cups for 2010...

FIA World Rally Championship for Drivers 
and FIA World Rally Championship for 
Co-Drivers: 
The FIA World Rally Championships 
for Drivers and Co-drivers comprise 
the same rallies as those counting 
for the World Rally Championship for 
Manufacturers (see below). The driver 
and the co-driver having totalled the 
highest number of points at the end 
of the year will be declared World 
Rally Champion Driver or World Rally 
Champion Co-Driver.

FIA World Rally Championship for 
Manufacturers: 
A Manufacturer or a WRC Team, as 
defi ned below, may compete in the 
Championship. The Championship 
consists of the same rallies as 
those counting for the World Rally 
Championships for Drivers and for 
Co-drivers. All the results will be taken 
into account when drawing up the fi nal 
classifi cation of the Championship. 
 The Manufacturer or WRC 
Team having totalled the greatest 
number of points at the end of the year 
is declared World Rally Manufacturer 
Champion. Manufacturer takes part 
in all the rallies of the Championship 
with two World Rally Cars, which they 
will nominated drivers to score points 

according to their fi nal position. 
 A WRC Team undertakes 
to take part in a minimum of eight 
nominated rallies including two outside 
Europe with one or two cars of the same 
make. These two cars may be of any 
eligible class. Points will accrue only 
from those events nominated following 
registration, for any one WRC Team, 
only the nominated cars will score points 
according to their relative position.

PWRC, SWRC & JWRC:
The FIA Production, Super2000 and 
Junior car World Rally Championships 
are also Championship for drivers and 
co-drivers taking part in the qualifying 
rallies using eligible cars. Either 
GroupN, Super2000. Qualifying rallies 
in the PWRC is nine, the entrant must 
nominate six rallies in the Championship 
in which they will participate to score 
points. These six rallies must include two 
outside Europe.   
 The number of qualifying 
rallies in the SWRC is ten, the entrant 
must nominate seven rallies in the 
Championship in which they will 
participate to score points. These 
sevenrallies must include two outside 
Europe. Qualifying rallies in the JWRC is 
six and the entrant must nominate fi ve 
rallies in the Championship in which they 
will participate to score points.
 There will also be plenty of 
opportunities for the public to meet the 
teams, as the top three crews classifi ed 
at the end of each day (except the fi nal 
day) will attend a ‘Meet the Crews’ 
session for media and spectators.
This will take place in the service park 
(usually on the ‘WRC stage’) at a time 
and location advised to the relevant 
teams by the FIA Media Delegate. Other 
selected drivers and team personnel 
will also make themselves available to 
attend these sessions if requested.
 There will also be an Autograph 
Signing Session at the end of each 
day (except the fi nal day) with up to 
fi ve crew, or team, members making 
themselves available for 15 minutes.

With many WRC teams testing their 2010 metal and 
weighing their options next World Championship seasons, 
here is a brief overview of each Championship.

A NEW DAWN FOR RALLYING IN 2010

Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

Rd 01) 10 - 14/02 Swedish Rally
Rd 02) 03 - 07/03 Corona Rally Mexico
Rd 03) 31/03 - 04/04 Jordan Rally WRC
Rd 04) 14 - 18/04 Rally of Turkey
Rd 05) 05 - 09/05 Rally of New Zealand
Rd 06) 26 - 30/05 Vodafone Rallye de Portugal
Rd 07) 07 - 10/07 Bulgaria Rally
Rd 08) 28/07 - 01/08 Rally Finland
Rd 09) 18 - 22/08 ADAC Rallye Deutschland
Rd 10) 08 - 12/09 Rally Japan
Rd 11) 29/09 - 03/10 Rallye de France
Rd 12) 20 - 24/10 RACC Rally de Espana
Rd 13) 10 - 14/11  Rally of Great Britain

FEATURES

2010 WRC Calendar

Rd 01) 10 - 14/02 Swedish Rally
Rd 02) 03 - 07/03 Corona Rally Mexico
Rd 03) 31/03 - 04/04  Jordan Rally
Rd 04) 05 - 09/05 Rally of New Zealand
Rd 05) 28/07 - 01/08 Rally Finland
Rd 06) 18 - 22/08 ADAC Rallye Deutschland
Rd 07) 08 - 12/09 Rally JAPAN
Rd 08) 29/09 - 03/10 Rallye de France
Rd 09) 10 - 14/11 Rally of Great Britain

2010 PWRC Calendar

Rd 01) 14 - 18/04 Rally of Turkey
Rd 02) 26 - 30/05 Vodafone Rallye de Portugal
Rd 03) 07 - 10/07 Bulgaria Rally
Rd 04) 18 - 22/08 ADAC Rallye Deutschland
Rd 05) 29/09 - 03/10 Rallye de France

2010 JWRC Calendar

Rd 01) 10 - 14/02 Swedish Rally
Rd 02) 03 - 07/03 Corona Rally Mexico
Rd 03) 31/03 - 04/04 Jordan Rally
Rd 04) 05 - 09/05 Rally of New Zealand
Rd 05) 26 - 30/05 Vodafone Rallye de Portugal
Rd 06) 28/07 - 01/08 Rally Finland
Rd 07) 18 - 22/08 ADAC Rallye Deutschland
Rd 08) 08 - 12/09 Rally JAPAN
Rd 09) 29/09 - 03/10 Rallye de France
Rd 10) 10 - 14/11 Rally of Great Britain

2010 SWRC Calendar

Above and Below: Scenes from WRC 
Rally Great Britain. Credits: Citroen 
Racing, BP Ford WRT Media, M-Sport.



Rally America has teamed up with DC 
Shoes to host a 4 week photo contest 
this December and January! Every week 
fans will vote for their favorite pictures 
and the top ten rated photos will be sent 
to a judging panel to advance a weekly 
winner to the grand prize round for a 
chance to win DC Shoes auto wear!
 Fans can enter any past or 
present Rally America event photographs 
of rally cars in action, lifestyle shots, or 
caught-in-the-moment pictures. 
 Creativity and artistry will be 
considered by the judging panel who will 
select the best shots based on relevancy 
and appeal. Rally car action shots, Parc 
Exposé shots, profi le shots… we want to 
see it all from the fans perspective! 
 Photo submission begins on 
December 18, 2009. Fan voting for the 
fi rst weekly contest begins this week. To 
enter a picture for each weekly contest 
please visit rally-america.com/contests/ 
to open a photo account or manage your 
existing account. 
 Rules can be viewed at 
rally-america.com/contests/rules/ 
for more information on photo 
requirements, eligibility, schedules, and 
contest procedures. 
 Each week, fans will be given 
the opportunity to rate each weekly 
entry and the top ten rated pictures are 
presented to a judging panel who selects 
one winner to advance to the grand prize 
round and will select the grand prize 
winner from a pool of four entries. 
 The grand prize winner will 
receive a complete DC Shoes clothing 
package (shoes, t-shirt, sweatshirt, and 
hat) and each weekly runner up will get 
a DC Shoes auto t-shirt. Thank you to 
DC Shoes for the generous prizes!
 Please visit auto.dcshoes.com 
to see all the auto DC Shoe gear!

It may be the end of the 
2009 Rally America season, 
but that does not mean the 
fun has to stop!

WIN PRIZES
FROM DC SHOES

Credit: www.rally-america.com

The Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority 
(ADTA) has announced that a new 
international motorsport event - Rally 
Abu Dhabi - will debut in the emirate 
next year as a World Rally Championship 
(WRC) candidate event with the aim of 
becoming an offi cial round of the series 
in 2011.
 The bid has been initiated and 
sponsored by ADTA, and offi cially tabled 
by the Automobile Touring Club UAE 
(ATCUAE), the UAE’s national sporting 
authority on motorsports.
 “This is a major leap forward in 
Abu Dhabi’s motor sport ambitions,” said 
ADTA chairman, His Excellency Sheikh 
Sultan Bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan. “We are 
confi dent we have the right experience, 
pedigree, determination and skills to 
deliver a unique and highly successful 
round of the WRC championship and 
that our 2011 ambitions can be fully 
realized.”
 The introduction of Rally 
Abu Dhabi is another milestone for 
motorsports in Abu Dhabi, coming 
shortly after the emirate’s inaugural 
Formula 1 Grand Prix. Since 2007, 
the authority has also been both the 
WRC’s Offi cial Destination Partner and 
a principal partner of the BP Ford Abu 
Dhabi team.
 While the specifi c dates for 
Rally Abu Dhabi 2010 will be confi rmed 
in March, ADTA has already solicited 
domestic and international support to 
ensure the event‘s successful staging. 

Both the Automobile Touring Club of 
the UAE (ATCUAE) and Abu Dhabi 
Motorsports Management (ADMM) have 
pledged their involvement in the event‘s 
organisation and promotion.
 “It is a massive sporting and 
management challenge for us and 
ADTA ahead to secure WRC status,” 
said ATCUAE President Mohammed 
Ben Sulayem who is also an FIA Vice 
President. “While the international 
goodwill is high for our event the FIA 
observation process is very rigorous and 
demanding so we must aim very high to 
pass the inspection process and secure 
WRC status.”
 Simon Long, the head of WRC 
promoters, ISC, said: “We welcome the 
opportunity to expand the grass roots 
appeal of our sport into new territories. 
Abu Dhabi is fast becoming a centre 
of excellence for building a culture of 
motorsport which showcases both the 
unique character of the emirate and 
the exciting aspirations of the Middle 
East. We look forward to seeing the 
new dimensions which Abu Dhabi can 
undoubtedly offer the sport of rallying 
and, potentially, the WRC as a whole.”
  In 2008, WRC was covered by 
188 countries via 228 broadcasters, with 
a total audience of over 633 million plus 
12 million visitors to wrc.com. 2009 will 
see a total of 12 rallies staged across 
the world in Ireland, Norway, Cyprus, 
Portugal, Argentina, Italy, Greece, 
Poland, Finland, Australia, Spain and 
Great Britain. For more information 
please visit www.wrc.com.

Debuting in 2011, this event marks a giant leap forward 
for the WRC and motorsport in general. Formula One has 
already enjoyed great success in the emirate, and their 
organisation and professional will now be turned to rallying.

ADU DHABI READIES FOR WRC DEBUT

Credit: www.WRC.com

Above: Sliding out of a muddy corner, Federico Villgra plants his right foot fl at. Credit: M-Sport
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The great news is that drivers under the 
age of 28 years will be able to register 
for the Junior WRC (JWRC) in addition to 
FSTi and will be eligible to score points 
towards the JWRC, the Rookie Trophy 
and FSTi.
 The FST concept was previously 
based around the GpN Ford Fiesta ST 
and, whilst this will remain eligible 
for FSTi, the primary championship 
contender will be the Ford Fiesta R2. 
 With a fi ve-speed sequential 
gearbox, the Ford Fiesta R2 is based on 
the Ford Fiesta Sport using the 1.6L Ti-
VCT 120PS (1598cc) base engine as in 
regular production. 
 It is built from a standard 
conversion kit developed by M-Sport 
and has won its class on both the WRC 
events that it has entered to date.
 Ford Fiesta SportTrophy 
International M-Sport established the 
one-make FSTi championship in 2006 
and, while the general concept remains 
the same, the improvements made in 
2009 to the incentive package and
scoring system are carried over into 
2010.
 Alongside FSTi, the FIA Junior 
World Rally Championship (JWRC) is a 
cost-effective and highly competitive 
support series within the WRC in which 
drivers up to the age of 28 have the 
opportunity to display their talent in 
front of the manufacturer teams and a 
global television audience.
 The criteria for the J-WRC 
Rookie Trophy has been simplifi ed and 
any driver entering in an R2 car is now 
eligible. 
 This means that a driver 
wishing to enter both FSTi and the JWRC 
may do so with the added benefi ts 
of Priority 3 seeding, inclusion in the 
extensive JWRC media package, an 
additional 40m2 service area, as well 
as the chance to score points for both 
championships.
 Malcolm Wilson OBE, M-Sport 
Managing Director said: “The FSTi 
championship is entering into its fi fth 
year now and the standard of driving 
seems to get higher and higher as 
the years go by. I think this was well 
illustrated last year by the level of 
competition led by Craig Breen, who 
gathered an astounding six titles to his 
name in 2009 – his FSTi rivals certainly 
didn’t make it easy for him! 
 “The new Fiesta R2 was tested 
on WRC events in Spain and Great 
Britain this year – winning its class on 
both occasions – so I personally look 
forward to seeing its performance in the 
hands of the right driver for a full
WRC championship campaign.”

FEATURES

The Fiesta SportTrophy 
International (FSTi) will 
return to the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC) for its 
fi fth successive year in April 
2010.

FSTi ACTION: 2010

Story by M-Sport

2010 FSTi Calendar
Rd 01) 16 - 18 April  Rally of Turkey 
Rd 02) 28 - 30 May  Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Rd 03) 9 - 11 July  Rally Bulgaria
Rd 04) 30 July -1 Aug  Neste Oil Rally Finland 
Rd 05) 20 - 22 Aug  ADAC Rallye Deutschland  
Rd 06) 1 - 3 October  Rallye de France  
Rd 07) 22 - 24 Oct Rally de España  
Rd 08) 12 - 14 Nov  Rally of Great Britain

Technical Spec: 2010 Ford Fiesta R2
Engine
1.6L Zetec 16V – 1598cc – Ti-VCT; 4 cylinders in 
line; DOHC; 16 valves; alloy cylinder head and block; 
variable cam timing.
Power 170 PS @ 7,500 rpm on 97 octane fuel
Torque 182 Nm @ 5,700 rpm

Transmission 
Five speed sequential gearbox developed by Sadev 
with plated limited slip differential and uprated 
driveshafts. ECU developed by Pi with fl at shift feature
with full throttle closed loop control shift.

Suspension 
Reiger adjustable dampers with Eibach springs, 
spherical jointed top mounts front and rear. Front 
dampers adjustable for bump and rebound. Standard
rear beam with uprated mounts. 2-bolt clamped 
front upright. Adaptor pin mounted in uprights with 
spherical bearing connecting the lower arm. Five
stud hub.

Brakes 
Gravel (front): 285 mm AP ventilated discs with four 
piston competition calipers.
Asphalt (front): 310 mm AP ventilated discs with four 
piston competition calipers.
Rear: 280 mm AP ventilated discs with single piston 
calipers.
Hydraulic handbrake.

Steering 
Electric power,assisted steering.

Wheels 
Gravel: OZ 6”x15” Gravel
Asphalt: OZ 6.5”x16” Asphalt

Bodyshell 
Welded T45 steel multipoint rollcage. Optimised 
seat position and integrated dash bar. Jacking points 
optional and seam welding is permitted.
Electronics: Bespoke instrument cluster by Visteon in 
the same style as the standard series cluster.
Dimensions: Length: 3953mm. Width: 1722mm. 
Height: 1481mm. Wheelbase: 2490mm.
Weight: 1030kg.

Above: Athanassoulas/Zakhoes.
Below: Cetinkaya/Gurney; Cetinkaya/Gurney; Breen/
Roberts; Yurkadul/Erdener
Credit: M-Sport
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TURKEY: ISTANBUL RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
27 December 2009

Winners of the opening event, Mustafa 
Soylemez/Cem Bcocuklari (Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution IX) were unable to top 
the timesheets in this event setting up 
an exciting fi nale to the Championship.
 Guven Bostanci and wife Calga 
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX) raced 
home to complete the fi ve stages and 
230km of rally distance in the quickest 
time.
 Second place went to Menderes 
Okur/Aras Dincer (Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution IX), while Soylemez/Bcocuklari 
claimed their place. These top three 
crews were separated by only 03,9s!
 After the fi rst event’s adverse 
weather conditions blighted two of the 
fi ve scheduled stages to render them 
washed out, this second event was held 
in warm and sunny conditions.
 A total of 48 crews took to the 
fi rst stage, but only 34 reached the fi nish 
line at the end of the day’s rallying. 

 For the youngest female rally 
driver, and one of the most promising 
talents in Turekey, Burcu Burkut Erenkul 
suffered an unfortunate fate as her Fiat 
Palio Class N2 was forced into retirement 
after SS2. A fuel pressure hose assembly 
was found to be the gremlin. 
 Joined by a new sponsor for 
this event, and hopefully continuing their 
support for the remainder of 2010, was 
ATV (Turkey’s national TV broadcaster). 
For this reason, Erenkul hoped to 
produce a strong performance, but her 
efforts were thwarted by the mechanical 
problem.
 Preparations are already 
underway for the fi nal event of the 
Castrol Istanbul Rally Championship, 
with the fi nal event being held on 10 
January 2010.
 Following Erenkul’s progress 
through the 2010 season, HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRINS will bring more news and 
event reports from Burcu Burkut 
Erenkul.

The second round of the three-leg Castrol Istanbul 
Rally Championship was completed this past Sunday, as 
competitors turned out to tackle the fi ve challenging stages 
once more in a bid to be crowned local Champion. 

TOO CLOSE TO CALL A WINNER

Istanbul Rally Rd 2 Classifi cation:
01) G. Bostanci/C. Bostanci   - 32m 51,00s
02) M. Okur/A. Dincer   +        03,0s
03) M. Soylemez/C. Bcocuklari  +        03,9s
04) O. Erdem/E. Akpinar  +        55,5s
05) A. Cukurova/B. Korkmaz  + 01m 45,5s
06) M. Pinarbasi/B. Yegin  + 03m 48,0s
07) O. Avcioglu/B. Akcay  + 04m 10,4s
08) B. Kabatepe/C. Kabatepe  + 04m 26,6s
09) B. Gurkan/B. Kocuglu  + 04m 29,7s
10) H. Ozal/Y. Tok   + 04m 36,6s

Story by Evan Rothman

Above: Burcu Burkut Erenkul in action.



WALES: CHRISTMAS STAGES RALLY
27 December 2009

 
James and Geoff, both now based in 
Welshpool, Mid Wales, were contesting 
the Carmarthen Motor Club organised 
rally, the fi nal MSA sanctioned event of 
the year, in a Geoff Jones Motorsport run 
Nissan Micra with support from Makefast 
of Newtown and Rally Marketing of 
Welshpool.
 The pair dropped time to their 
class rivals with a slipping clutch on the 
opening two stages but a total clutch 
replacement was completed in time for 
the pair to return to action on the third 
test without incurring any time loss. 
 Despite the extremely icy 
nature of the venue James survived a 
couple of lurid slides to bring the Micra, 

the least powerful car in the fi eld, home 
third in class and a respectable 42nd 
overall out of nearly 70 starters! 
 What a fantastic day! Many 
thanks to Carmarthen Motor Club and 
all their marshals for a well organised 
day out and many, many thanks to Geoff 
Jones Motorsport for the rapid clutch 
change on the Micra! It has been an 
amazing year with two class podiums 
in the last two rallies and none of that 
would have been possible without 
the support from Makefast or Rally 
Marketing!

20 year old James Watkins and his Zimbabwean born co-
driver Geoff Mayes overcame clutch issues to stage a giant 
killing act on the recent West Wales Pembrey Christmas 
Stages where the pair brought their little one litre Nissan 
Micra to the fi nish third in the 1400cc class!

TOO CLOSE TO CALL A WINNER

Credit: www.geoffmayesmedia.com

Christmas Stages Rally Standings:
01) P. Lloyd/M. Henry  -       58m 26s
02) R. Tout/L. Tout  - 01h 00m 27s
03) B. Davies/A. Lewis  - 01h 00m 43s
04) B. Williams/M. Jode  - 01h 01m 55s
05) S. Crowley/M. Mayes - 01h 01m 59s
06) N. Jones/T. Giddings - 01h 02m 51s
07) A. Bowen/J. Sugden - 01h 03m 02s
08) M. Kampshchulte/S. Weston - 01h 03m 38s
09) G. Jenkins/L. Jones-Edwards - 01h 04m 26s
10) E. Beynon/T. Beynon - 01h 04m 26s

Above: James Watkins/Geoff Mayes powering 
through a mud/watersplash in the Christmas 
Stages Rally. Credit: Geoff Mayes Media.



USA: TRAVIS PASTRANA JUMPS
31 December 2009

Before the clock strikes midnight on the 
East Coast of the U.S.A. on December 
31, Subaru Rally Team USA’s star 
driver Travis Pastrana will attempt to 
accomplish the fi rst ever ramp-to-ramp 
car jump over water, a feat that will test 
the laws of physics and take his career 
to yet another level. 
 Pastrana will attempt to jump 
his rally car over 250 feet at the “Red 
Bull: New Year. No Limits” event, driving 
a Vermont SportsCar prepared Subaru 
Impreza WRX STI rally car.  
 He’ll attempt to jump his car 
off of the Pine Street Pier in Long Beach 
(Calif.) and land on a barge fl oating in 
the harbor.   
 Vermont SportsCar is a 
technical partner on the event having 
prepared and maintained the Subaru 
jump car for Red Bull. 
 The event will be telecast live 
on ESPN on Thursday, December 31 at 
approximately 8:00 p.m. PT/11:00 p.m. 
ET. The event is free to the public.

Event website: 
www.redbullusa.com/cs/Satellite/en_US/
Sports/Motor-Sports/Red-Bull.-New-
Year.-No-Limits/001242797773354

Some videos:
• A look at the Subaru jump car: 
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Gw9e3UbJW9I
• Event teaser w/bumper cam practice 
jump: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo-vk-
xT4Wo
• Travis visits the jump site: 
www.youtube.com/user/redbull#p/a/
u/0/H1FmcuPNtTA
• Who is Travis: 
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=31Zxh3ty0NQ
• Travis crashes in practice: 
www.youtube.com/user/redbull#p/u/16/
ljpy2HKGhtk

Adrenaline junkie Travis Pastrana, he of Freestyle Motocross 
fame and X Games multiple Gold winner, is out to set 
another record for jumping cars.

JUST ANOTHER DAY IN THE SEAT

Credit: Subaru Rally Team USA and 
Vermont SportsCar

Above: Blink and you’ll miss it! Travis Pastrana 
attempts another crazy car jump!
Below: Just another day in the seat of his Subaru.
Credit: Subaru Rally Team USA and Vermont 
SportsCar.




