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Welcome to issue 115 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!
 As always, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman

Welcome to H&H!
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McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View  

Rallying always was and still remains the world most photogenic branch of motor sport with its 
natural and often stunning backgrounds. The calendar “McKlein Rally 2010 – The Wider View” 
reveals beautiful landscapes, water splashes, jumps as well as technical views in service areas. It 
does all this in an impressive 95-centimetre wide panoramic format. For each month of the year, it 
gives you a choice between two very different pictures for example works cars from the WRC 
teams Ford and Citroen, or pictures of the championship’s other major stars like Marcus Grönholm 
in a Subaru Impreza WRC. Moreover, some images of the latest S2000 cars pay tribute to this 
new formula in rallying as well as the growing interest in the IRC. As last year, the calendar 
contains exclusive background information from McKlein’s photographers on the location where 
the pictures were taken and the camera settings used. 

Technical details: 

• Publisher: McKlein  

• Photos: McKlein  

• Size: 97 x 48 cm  

• Pages: 25  

• Pictures: 43 (choice between two images every month)  

• Extra features: spiral binding, dispatched in a cardboard box 

• ZAR 695.00 including vat excluding postage 

                                               

To place your order contact us on the following number- 

Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail: sales-1@ats-motorsport.co.za 

Website : ats-motorsport.co.za 
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Featuring European rally championships, British rally championships, Rally America 
events, international rally results and videos, as well as S2000 and WRC news.

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF RALLYING

        www.rallybuzz.com

The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

Henning Solberg teams up with Ilka 
Minor for 2010 WRC season
Stobart Ford team driver Henning Solberg has started a new 
WRC partnership with Austrian co-driver Ilka Minor. Last week 
Solberg told www.wrc.com that he had ended his nine-year 
association with his former co-driver, fellow Norwegian Cato 
Menkerud, in an effort to reenergise his competitiveness in the 
2010 season.
 “There’s absolutely nothing wrong with Cato - I think 
he is one of the best co-drivers in the world, and he’s never 
read a wrong note in nine years - but for me I need something 
new, and maybe a new co-driver is it,” explained Solberg.
 At the time Solberg was unable to confi rm the identity 
of his new co-driver but revealed he was hoping for a female. 
Sure enough, the entry list for Sweden shows he has chosen 
Ilka Minor, a seasoned competitor who tackled almost 70 WRC 
rallies alongside Manfred Stohl between 2001 and 2007. Since 
then, Minor has also worked as part of Henning’s safety note 
crew.
 The switch from Menkerud to Minor is likely to mean 
that Henning will join his younger Petter in switching from a 
Norwegian to an English language pace-note system.
 Menkerud, meanwhile, will replace Denis Giraudet 
as Eyvind Brynildsen’s co-driver for the 2010 S-WRC season. 
The duo will drive together for the fi rst time in the Norwegian 
Mountain Rally on 23 January.
 Brynildsen, 23, is driving a Skoda Fabia S2000 in the 
inaugural S-WRC championship, and felt the chance to team-
up with a fellow Norwegian was too good to pass up.
- Credit: www.wrc.com and www.RallyBuzz.com

Walker Motorsport teams up with 
Ambulance Private Team for 2010
Walker Motorsport is pleased to announce that they have 
joined forces with David Watson’s Ambulance Private Team 
to take on the remainder of the 2010 Australian Tarmac 
Championship.
 The new team is also very pleased to announce that 
they have secured the generous support of FSPORT and will 
be using Kumho tyres exclusively for the remainder of the 
championship.
 Commenting on the synergy between Ambulance 
Private and Walker Racing, Alastair Walker said, “We’ve both 
been running the Volkswagen R32’s in various events around 
the country and after working together at the fi rst round of the 
championship at Mt Buller it seemed a logical progression to 
join forces and combine our efforts into the one team.”
 “On top of that to pick up the generous support of 
FSPORT & Kumho for our tyre needs is a fantastic result for 
the team. John Mills at FSPORT has a wealth of knowledge we 
can utilise when it comes to getting the best out of our Kumho 
V70A tyres in the upcoming events and we’re really looking 
forward toworking with him.”
 David Watson said, “I’d like to thank John at 
FSPORT for his support of the team, it’s refreshing to see 

a manufacturer supporting all levels of competitor in the 
championship and we’re itching to get out there on the new 
Kumho tyres and give them a real shake.”
 “With regards to combining the teams, it really was 
the way forward. With both of us running the same car it will 
speed up development and reduce costs as well as allowing us 
to promote our sponsors and the team more effectively.”
The team’s cars will be on display at Wrest Point Hobart 
from early January in the lead up to the second round of the 
championship, make sure to drop down and check out the 
display.
 For Kumho Tyre information see www.kumho.com.au 
or www.fsport.com.au.
- Credit: Walker Motorsport

BRR enters MERC 2010 with Skoda
With the Skoda Fabia S2000 in the 2010 Middle East 
Championship, Raimund Baumschlager and BRR have taken 
another step into international rallying. 
 After the team from Micheldorf has already been very 
successful in the PWRC for several years, BRR will now also 
become involved in the local rallying scene of the Orient or, to 
be more precise, in the Middle East. 
 Rashid Al Ketbi from Dubai will contest the entire 
2010 championship with a Skoda Fabia S2000, comprising 
eight rounds – Qatar Rally (21 January), Kuwait International 
Rally (11 March), Jordan Rally (01 April), Saudi Eastern Rally 
(20 April), Rally of Lebanon (17 September), Syrian Rally (07 
October), Cyprus Rally (05 November) and Dubai International 
Rally (02 December). In addition, the driver from Dubai also 
wants to compete in a tarmac event in Europe.
 Three weeks ago Rashid Al Ketbi started the 2009 
Dubai Rally in the Skoda Fabia for the fi rst time. He set the 
fastest time on eight of the nine special stages and was so 
enthusiastic about the potential of the Skoda Fabia S2000, 
as well as about the service crew of Baumschlager Rallye & 
Racing, that he immediately wanted to sign an agreement for 
the entire Middle East Championship.
 Baumschlager about the driver, Al Ketbi: “Rashid 
surprised me in the maiden test, which was run subsequent 
to the Waldviertel Rally. He had the Skoda Fabia S 2000 fi rmly 
under control in no time, not only that, he also was quick and 
showed immense technical understanding.”
 Baumschlager about the events: “The rallies in the 
Middle East will surely be a great challenge for the entire 
team. We’re familiar with some of them and know about their 
particularities. Nasser Al Attiyah won the Qatar Rally with a 
BRR car in January of 2009. The only difference to rallies in 
Europe: We have to run different setups than in most of the 
European events. In any case I’m very much looking forward 
to this collaboration and the new challenge for our very 
experienced BRR crew.”
- Credit: www.brr.at
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Kris Meeke is targeting a win on the 
IRC Monte Carlo Rally 2010
Kris Meeke has said winning Rallye Automobile Monte-Carlo 
would be the pinnacle of his career so far.
 The defending Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
champion will drive a Peugeot UK-backed 207 Super 2000 
for the Kronos Racing team on the asphalt event, which gets 
underway on Tuesday 19 January.
 He said: “There are World Rally Championship events 
like Rally Finland, which is fl at-out driving all the time, which 
is great from a drivers’ point of view. But Monte Carlo has the 
prestige and if you ask anybody in the street what rally they’ve 
heard of they’ll say Monte Carlo. It’s got the history behind it 
and it would be an incredible thing to join that list of winners, 
the pinnacle of my career so far.”
 Meeke, who is 30 and hails from Northern Ireland, 
crashed out of last year’s Monte Carlo event. However, he 
went on to win on his next three IRC starts to become drivers’ 
champion.
Credit: www.ircseries.com

FST Ireland competitors to sample 
the Ford Fiesta R2 for 2010 season
Prospective customers for the Fiesta SportTrophy Ireland 2010 
will get a chance to sample the new Ford Fiesta R2 on Tuesday 
19 January 2010. The promotional day takes place at Rally
School Ireland, Scotstown, County Monaghan. 
 Prospective customers will have the chance to sit in 
the co-drivers seat and experience the new car around the 
Rally School Ireland course. M-Sport’s Andrew Wheatley and 
Fiesta SportTrophy Ireland co-ordinator Callum Craw will be on 
hand to answer any questions about the new car or the 2010 
FST Ireland.
 The Fiesta R2 will be eligible to compete in the 2010 
Fiesta SportTrophy Ireland and will compete alongside the ultra 
successful Fiesta ST, which has been the backbone of the
championship since it’s creation in 2006. 
 Based on the highly successful Fiesta 1.6 Sport, the 
Fiesta R2 features a naturally aspirated 1.6litre engine. The car 
is built to the new Group R regulations allowing the designers 
more freedom than was available with the production class
Fiesta ST. This has allowed the use of a 5-speed sequential 
gearbox manufactured by Sadev and four-piston AP brake 
callipers as well as the removal of any non-essential panels 
and brackets to ensure the car is a step forward from the ST.
 Fiesta ST owners and potential customers are 
also invited to the event, where there will be the chance to 
demonstrate their ST ahead of the 2010 season. Both the 
Fiesta R2 and Fiesta ST are eligible for the championship and 
the prize fund. The prize fund offers over £2500 at every event
and is guaranteed to the top 8 fi nishers in the Fiesta 
SportTrophy.
 The 2010 Fiesta SportTrophy Ireland follows the Irish 
Tarmac Rally championship. The six single day events will 
take in the stages used on the fi rst day of the International 
competition. This gives competitors the chance to learn the 
daunting Irish stages in a cost effective yet competitive
manner. Competitors can choose to enter for both the FST 
and International rallies and therefore also score Irish Tarmac 
Championship points. The fi rst round of the 2010 Fiesta 
SportTrophy Ireland takes place at the Galway International 
rally on the 05 - 07 of February 2010.
- Credit: M-Sport

Toni Gardemeister to compete in 
Monte Carlo in Abarth Punto S2000
Toni Gardemeister has said the lure of competing against some 
of the best rally drivers in the world was the main reason 
behind his decision to enter Rallye Automobile Monte-Carlo in 
an Abarth Grande Punto Super 2000.
 Gardemeister, from Finland, will line up for the Italian 
Astra Racing team alongside co-driver Tomi Tuominen on the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge opener. He will start among 
the favourites to win the prestigious event.
 He said: “There is very good competition in the IRC 
at the moment, especially on the Monte Carlo Rally. There are 
good cars and good drivers, even Mikko Hirvonen will be there. 
A good result would be very important for me and could really 
help my career.”
 Gardemeister, 34, has a strong record on the asphalt 
event. When it counted for the World Rally Championship he 
fi nished second in 2005 and third in 2006. He was running 
second last year until alternator problems forced his retirement 
on the road section heading to the 12th stage.
 Despite his previous performances, Gardemeister 
conceded his lack of preparation could count against him when 
the rally gets underway on 19 January. He added: “It will be 
really tough because I haven’t driven for some time and I will 
only get one half day test. But for sure I will try my best to 
win.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Juho Hanninen believes Nicolas 
Vouilloz will boost Skoda in IRC
Juho Hanninen believes the inclusion of Nicolas Vouilloz in 
Skoda Motorsport’s factory team on Rallye Automobile Monte-
Carlo will be a major boost to the Czech fi rm’s chances of 
victory on the prestigious event.
 Vouilloz will join Hanninen and Jan Kopecky in the 
three-car Skoda squad on the Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
opener, which gets underway on January 19. The Frenchman 
is an established asphalt expert and won the IRC drivers’ title 
in 2008. Hanninen, who led part of last year’s Monte Carlo 
Rally before crashing, said: “When we are trying to get the 
best result possible for Skoda then of course it helps to have a 
driver like Nicolas in the team. He has a lot of experience and 
that can only help Jan and me.”
 Skoda will be looking to better the fourth place fi nish 
Kopecky achieved on the event last year. It completed its pre-
Monte Carlo preparations with a test in Czech Republic last 
week.
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

FIA releases P-WRC and J-WRC 
teams for 2010 season
The FIA has announced entries for both the Production 
(P-WRC) and the Junior (J-WRC) World Rally Championships.

P-WRC:
The 2010 FIA Production World Rally Championship calendar 
consists of nine events, with entrants having to contest six 
rallies, including at least two outside Europe. The P-WRC also 
hosts rounds of the Pirelli Star Driver competition.
 The following 11 entries have been confi rmed with 
nominated rallies. The FIA will consider registrations until 09 



F1’s Robert Kubica has signed up for 
IRC Monte Carlo Rally
Renault Formula 1 driver Robert Kubica will contest this 
month’s Rallye Monte Carlo in a Renault Clio R3, according to 
autosport.com.
 The Automobile Club de Monaco confi rmed they had 
received an entry from Kubica before yesterday’s closing date.
Kubica has already contested a few rallies in recent months 
driving a Renault Clio and fi nished a creditible 29th overall on 
the Rallye du Var, an event which uses some Monte stages.
 Speaking prior to competing on Rallye du Var, Kubica 
commented: “I’m interested in all categories of motorsport and 
I particularly like rally,” said Kubica. “It’s a very demanding 
and spectacular category and I have been thinking about 
participating in a rally for quite a while so joining the Renault 
F1 Team has created the perfect opportunity to try this out.”
- Credit: www.autosport.com and www.RallyBuzz.com

Factory Proton team aims for more 
IRC in 2010, Sardinia fi rst event
The factory Proton squad will return to the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge this season with a two-car team of Satria Neo 
Super 2000s.
 However, in order to complete an extensive test and 
development programme, its fi rst event will be Rally d’Italia 
Sardegna in June, the fourth round of the 12-event series.

FIA confi rmed that three 
manufacturers have signed for WRC
The FIA has confi rmed that three manufacturer teams will 
enter into this year’s World Rally Championship.
 Citroen have entered two teams lead by the six-time 
World Rally champion Sebastien Loeb in the Citroen Total team 
while former F1 world champion Kimi Raikkonen heads up the 
Citroen Junior Team with team mate Sebastien Ogier. Mikko 
Hirvonen is the lead driver in the BP Ford Abu Dhabi World 
Rally Team.
 The teams second drivers don’t have to be nominated 
and can be changed on a rally-by-rally basis, but Dani Sordo 
(Citroen Total) and Jari-Matti Latvala (BP Ford Abu Dhabi) are 
expected to remain in place through this season’s 13 rounds.
 In addition to those three manufacturer teams, 
further WRC team entries are expected from Munchi’s Ford for 
Federico Villagra, Stobart Ford for Matthew Wilson and Henning 
Solberg, Monster Ford for Ken Block and the Petter Solberg 
World Rally Team with Petter himself driving a Citroen with a 
return of Gigi Galli and or P-G Andersson alongside him.
 The closing date for WRC team entries is March 16. 
with the fi rst WRC round of the season is the Swedish Rally, 
from Karlstad on February 11.
- Credit: www.autosport.com and www.RallyBuzz.com

VDG to continue support of Molly 
Taylor in her British RC aims
Sydney-based business Virtual Display Group (VDG) will 
continue their support of Molly Taylor again in 2010 as she 
returns to the UK to compete in the Citroen Sport Trophy UK, 
run as part of the MSA British Rally Championship. 
 Announcing VDG’s continuing committment, Molly 
said, “I am extremely excited to have the ongoing support 
from VDG and am really looking forward to working with them 
in 2010. They are great supporters of rallying, understanding 
the sport and what it takes.”
 Virtual Display Group Managing Director, Maurice 
Roche, commented, “VDG are once again proud to support 
Molly in her aim to join the WRC one day. Molly took the gutsy 
initiative by going to the UK on her own and proved in 2009 
that she could take home the championship.
 “I am confi dent that Molly will be capable of taking on 
the British Championship once again in 2010 and further carve 
her way toward the WRC and at the same time represent her 
country.
 “We wish Molly well, and my only advice is “keep it 
between the hedges”, especially in Ireland!”
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

April 2010, subject to agreement and availability.
• Toshi Ara - Subaru Team Arai
• Gabor Mayer - Gaboko Hungary ASE 
• Nicholai Georgiou - Pirelli Star Driver
• Peter Horsey - Pirelli Star Driver 
• Hayden Paddon - Pirelli Star Driver
• Alex Raschi - Pirelli Star Driver
• Ott Tanak - Pirelli Star Driver
• Armindo Araujo - Ralliart Italy 
• Czech National Team
• Gianluca Linari 
• Fabio Frisiero - Hawk Racing Club s.r.l. 

J-WRC:
The 2010 FIA Junior World Rally Championship calendar consits 
of six events where entrants must compete in fi ve rallies.
 Four teams have entered into the J-WRC and 
nominated events. The FIA may consider registrations until 30 
April 2010, subject to agreement and availability.
• Egoi Eder Valdes Lopez
• Loic Mattei
• Todor Slavov
• Team Sab Motorsport
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com

Scotland’s Alister McRae will pilot one car with up to four other 
drivers under consideration for the second seat.
 Chris Mellors, whose British MEM operation overseas 
Proton’s rallying effort, said: “We wanted to give ourselves 
time to develop new parts. The testing is already proving very 
fruitful and we’d only be shooting ourselves in the foot if we’d 
tried to rush to be ready in time for Monte Carlo.”
 Mellors said that he was relishing the prospect of his 
team returning to the IRC. He added: “We’re coming off the 
back of our second place on Rally of Scotland and I really think 
we can get some more good results if we get the breaks. We’ve 
certainly got a car that’s proving to be quite good.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

WRC Rally Sweden closes entries for 
fi rst event of 2010 WRC calendar
The fax hotline was working hard at the Rally Sweden offi ce 
when the entry closed January 12.
 “This day started rather slow at the offi ce but at 
lunchtime it was busy and I guess we will perhaps reach 60 
starters in the WRC event,” the Clerk of the course Bertil 
Klarin declared. “The last day for entries was very hectic at the 
rally offi ce and a technical communication error didn’t make 
the situation better. That is the reason why I can’t state the 
exact number of entrants. Many drivers have failed to reach 
us during the day and are now trying again. The fax machine 
is busy working at the moment,” Klarin declares laughing. He 
is obviously very satisfi ed with the great interest from the 
drivers.
 “If we reach nearly the same number of entrants 
this year as in 2008 we really should be very satisfi ed, 
considering the economic crisis and the problems for the car 
manufacturers,” Klarin continued. “Last week we reckoned 
40 entrants would be an acceptable number, but this is very 
positive, showing the very strong position this rally has in the 
World Rally Championship. There will be a top quality fi eld in 
Rally Sweden February 11-14. None of the top stars of the 
championship is missing. Six time World Champion Sebastien 
Loeb, Citroen, the fi nnish Ford duo Mikko Hirvonen and Jari-
Matti Latvala, Norwegian brothers Petter and Henning Solberg, 
Petter in a Citroen and Henning in a Ford. Not to forget Marcus 
Gronholm, Ford, and Kimi Raikkonen, for the fi rst time in a 
WRC-car and entering a WRC-event.”
 The PWRC and SWRC classes show very high quality 
as well. In the new WRC-class SWRC, with the Super 2000-
cars, Swede Patrik Sandell is the favourite driver in a Skoda 
Fabia S2000. But he has to watch out for Eyvind Brynildsen, 
Martin Prokop and Janne Tuohino and perhaps also Pelle Sääv 
entered as one of the wild cards.
- Credit: www.RallyBuzz.com
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The Red Bull Rally Team will enter the 
2010 S2000 World Rally Championship 
(SWRC) like it did in the two previous 
years with a proven team: Patrik 
Sandell/Emil Axelsson and a brand new 
Skoda Fabia Super 2000.
 Hence both the team and 
the target will remain unchanged. 
The successful Austrian BRR team 
wants to win the title again following 
their victorious 2008 season, and will 
therefore rely again on the Swedish 
pairing of Sandell/Axelsson.
 Raimund Baumschlager will 
hedge his bets on continuity of personnel 
and material, and wants to win back the 
title – after a one-year break.
 Last year Sandell/Axelsson had 
a perfect start to the new season – two 
wins in the fi rst two rallies. Unnecessary 
retirements in the second half of the 
year thwarted any chance at the PWRC 
title.
 The 2010 season will open with 
their home event – the Swedish Rally 
from February the 12th to the 14th.
 Baumschlager: “We’re happy 
to compete for the world championship 
once again in 2010. We’ll rely on our 
proven team, which was beaten below 
its value last year. We want to learn 
from our mistakes and prevent them if 
possible. In Patrik Sandell/Emil Axelsson 
we have a driver pairing which is capable 
of winning the championship.
 Moreover, both are excellent 
team players, a very important factor. 
With the Skoda Fabia S2000 we also 
have a defi nite winning car in 2010, 

there will be an improved version in 
the summer – which will be called Evo2 
then. The championship will become 
even more interesting with Ford 
entering, that’s for certain!”
 Even though the SWRC entry 
list has not been fi nalised yet: Sandell/
Axelsson will again number among the 
top favourites this year.
 Patrik Sandell is 27 years old, 
resides in Ostersund and for years has 
been regarded as the great hope of the 
even greater rallying nation of Sweden.
 Co-driver Emil Axelsson is 26 
years old, resides in Linkoping and has 
accompanied Sandell ever since he 
entered rallying.
 As already mentioned, Sandell/
Axelsson won the fi rst two rallies of 
2009 in Norway and Cyprus and fi nished 
second in Sardinia. The two Swedes 
fi nished fourth in the Production Car 
World Rally Championship.
 Patrik Sandell: “I’m very 
pleased to be able to drive for the 
BRR team again this year. It’s a very 
professional team, and I very much 
enjoy working with them. I believe they 
are the best. We will be able to build 
upon last year’s experience and progress 
accordingly. The target can only be the 
SWRC title!”
 As already mentioned, Sandell/
Axelsson will be driving a Skoda Fabia 
Super 2000. Thorough testing ahead of 
the Swedish Rally will be completed next 
week.

Patrik Sandell and Emil Axelsson are confi rmed to be driving 
a Red Bull Rally Team Skoda Fabia S2000 in the inaugural 
FIA S2000 World Rally Championship, and present a 
formidable package to their rivals in 2010.

SANDELL EYES SWRC TITLE FOR 2010

Story by Red Bull Rally Team
Pictures by www.brr.at / Red Bull

2010 FIA S2000 WRC:
01) 12 - 14 Feb: Sweden 
02) 02 - 04 Apr: Jordan 
03) 07 - 09 May: New Zealand 
04) 30 Jul - 01 Aug: Finland 
05) 20 - 22 Aug: Germany
06) 01 - 03 Oct: France
07) 12 - 14 Nov: Great Britain

Career Highlights: Sandell/Axelsson
2009:
1st place – Norway Rally, PWRC
1st place – Cyprus Rally, PWRC 
2nd place – Rally di Sardegna, PWRC
4th place – overall PWRC classifi cation

2008:
3rd place – Swedish Rally, PWRC 
2nd place – Rally of Turkey, PWRC 
2nd place – Neste Rally Finland, JWRC 
2nd place – Rally of New Zealand, PWRC
“Bilsport Award – Swedish Rally Driver of the Year”

2007:
6th place – Junior World Rally Championship 
1st place – Neste Rally Finland, JWRC 
2nd place – Rally Norway, JWRC

2006:
1st place – Junior World Rally Championship
1st place – Rally di Sardegna, JWRC 
2nd place – Swedish Rally, JWRC 
2nd place – Rally Argentina, JWRC

Red Bull Skoda Fabia S2000:
Length: 3 992mm 
Width: 1 798mm 
Wheelbase: 2 486mm 
Weight: 1 200kg 
Drive: 4-wheel drive
Engine:  four-cylinder, spark-ignition, naturally- 
 aspirated, 16 valves, displacement 
 1 998 ccm, aluminium cylinder crankcase  
 and cylinder heads, power output 265hp,  
 torque 245Nm
Gearbox:  X-trac 6-speed Sequential gearbox with  
 three mechanical differentials
Clutch:  AP Racing – 184 mm
Electronics: Magneti Marelli
Suspension: McPherson – front and rear
Shock absorbers: Reiger Racing System
Brakes:  Brembo, disc diameter 355 mm front and  
 300 mm rear (tarmac), or 300 mm front  
 and rear (gravel)
Wheels:  OZ rims with BF Goodrich tyres, 18’’  
 (tarmac) and 15’’ (gravel)

All images: www.brr.at / Red Bull Rallye Team
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M-Sport, the team that has run Ford’s 
factory rally activities since 1997, is 
to enter the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge this year, which allows any 
driver in a Ford car to score points in 
the Drivers and in the Manufacturers 
classifi cation for both the main IRC 
series and the IRC 2WD Cup.  
 Consequently, the number of 
represented brands on the IRC will rise 
to eight for the 2010 season, with Ford 
drivers joining Abarth, Honda, Peugeot, 
Proton, Ralliart, Skoda and Subaru 
among the ranks of the IRC competitors.  
 Five of them, including Ford, 
will be represented by state-of-the-art 
S2000 machinery.   
 M-Sport will make its IRC debut 
on the Monte Carlo Rally from January 
19-23, with an entry for its star driver 
Mikko Hirvonen in the all-new Ford 
Fiesta S2000. In addition, a number of 
private clients are lining up entries with 
the brand new Ford Fiesta, which fi rst 
appeared on the IRC as zero car on the 
RAC MSA Rally of Scotland last year.   

 The two-wheel drive variants 
of the Ford Fiesta are also expected to 
fi gure prominently on the IRC 2WD Cup.   
 Malcolm Wilson, the Managing 
Director of M-Sport, commented: 
“Joining the IRC allows us to offer our 
customers the chance to make the most 
out of their participation on the series, 
as well as the opportunity to showcase 
our products in new markets. 
 “Initial testing with the Ford 
Fiesta S2000 has gone extremely well, 
and we’re very much looking forward 
to seeing our car make its competition 
debut with Mikko Hirvonen in Monte 
Carlo later this month.”   
 Marcello Lotti, the General 
Manager of the IRC, added: “We’re 
extremely happy to welcome M-Sport, 
one of the most successful and 
prestigious teams in the history of 
rallying, to the IRC family. 
 “With this important news, the 
2010 IRC season promises to be the 
most exciting we have experienced so 
far, with breathtakingly close competition 
for all the spectators, whether watching 
the action on-site or live on TV.” 

For this year the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) 
series receives an added boost as M-Sport signs up with 
Ford as an offi cial Manufacturer. With the Ford Fiesta S2000 
having undergone stringent testing, Mikko Hirvonen has 
driven the car and praised its pace and handling. M-Sport 
has another winner!

M-SPORT TARGETS IRC DOMINATION

Credit: www.ircseries.com
Pictures by M-Sport

2010 IRC Calendar:
01) Monaco:  19 - 23 January
02) Brazil:   04 - 06 March
03) Argentina:  19 - 21 March
04) Italy:   04 - 06 June
05) Belgium:  24 - 26 June
07) Azores (PT):  15 - 17 July
08) Madeira (PT):  05 - 07 August
09) Czech Rep.:  27 - 29 August
10) Spain:   09 - 11 September
11) Italy:   23 - 25 September
12) U. Kingdom:  14 - 16 October
13) Cyprus:  04 - 06 November

The Philosophy of the IRC:
The philosophy behind the series is to provide a 
thrilling and marketable spectacle in the most relevant 
areas at an acceptable cost. This is essentially the 
thinking behind the slogan new rally, new generation. 
The series is organised and promoted by Eurosport 
Events, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Eurosport.
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

IRC and the Media:
On an IRC round, the IRC registered drivers are the 
main show and so receive the appropriate amount of 
publicity. Eurosport – Europe’s largest TV channel – 
will broadcast extensive coverage from every round, 
including several live shows, that will reach 115 million 
homes and 240 million viewers in 59 countries across 
the world. In addition, there are innovative on and off 
event publicity for every round.
- Credit: www.ircseries.com



FEATURES

Featuring more sharp turns and an 
amazing power slide for the drivers to 
enjoy, the new course is also much more 
visitor friendly with a raised spectator 
viewing bank and all tarmac paddock 
where enthusiasts can get up close to 
the cars in service. 
 Show Operations Manager 
David Alderson said: “We’ve run the rally 
stage in its established location for six 
years now and whilst it was enjoyed by 
all, it was time to raise the bar for the 
drivers and give the visitors a better 
view of all the action. The new stage is 
also much more convenient, situated 
less than 200 metres from the front of 
the exhibition halls. I’m really excited 
that we can fi nally bring the action close 
to the exhibition halls and save our rally 
enthusiasts from that long cold trek 
through the park.”
 The new rally stage is still all 
Tarmac, with the start and fi nish line 
adjacent to a spectator area. The course 
begins with a 90 degree left turn into a 
fast straight with a midpoint ‘yump’, then 
left again along a shorter straight before 
a sharp left and right complex. 

 This is followed by a dramatic 
double left directly in front of the 
spectator viewing area, so expect the 
fast boys to make this one long power 
slide before they make a 90 degree 
right back to the start/fi nish. The stage 
lap length is 0.5 of a mile and cars will 
complete two laps on each run. This 
allows two cars to be in action on the 
stage at any one time.
 If the course isn’t enough to get 
you excited, then the line-up of cars is 
sure to get the blood pumping. Visitors 
can expect to see an iconic selection 
of genuine ex works Audi quattros. 
From the original long wheelbase A2 
coupe that shook the rallying world on 
its debut in 1980, to the outrageous 
short wheelbase S1 Evo 2, Audi’s fi nal 
statement of the Group B era, all will be 
a part of the show’s celebration of thirty 
years of the quattro.
 Joining the quattros will be 
a further selection of Group B rallying 
monsters from the recently formed, 
‘Rallying with Group B’ club. Expect to 
see Ford RS200, MG 6R4, Lancia 037, 
Peugeot 205T16, Porsche RSR supported 
by Stratos, Rover V8 SD1, Manta 400, 
TR7V8, and of course the Rothmans 
Escort, all the genuine article from 

Rallying’s illustrious past.
 Add to this the full range of 
ex Russell Brookes ‘Andrews Heat for 
Hire’ cars all appearing in the hands 
of the ever popular British rallying 
maestro, and a new innovation for 
Race Retro 2010, the inclusion of an 
invited selection of the most dramatic 
rally ‘specials’ from the British rally 
championships.
 The historic kart racers will 
perform their now established warm-up 
demonstration before the appearance 
of the rally cars in each of the Saturday 
and Sunday live action sessions. The 
karts will use a shorter loop section of 
the new rally stage immediately in front 
of the spectator areas. There will be 
everything from early class 1 machines 
up to the very fast class 4 250 gearbox 
karts. The new kart track received an 
enthusiastic ‘thumbs-up’ on recent 
inspection by British Historic Kart Club 
offi cials who will as always be organising 
the kart action at Race Retro 2010.

This year’s Race Retro will see legendary Rally 
drivers put to the test on an exciting new live 
action Rally Stage when it returns to Stoneleigh 
Park from 12 - 14 March.

CLASSIC RALLYING AT RACE RETRO

Story by Poppy Seed Media / Race Retro
Pictures by Poppy Seed Media



FEATURES

Pastrana and Mirra will each pilot a 
2010 Subaru Impreza WRX STI rally car 
prepared by Subaru technical partner 
Vermont SportsCar.
 Subaru Rally Team USA will 
compete in the entire 2010 Rally 
America National Championship and 
ESPN’s X Games 16 Rally Car Racing 
event, and it will also participate in Rally 
America’s new European-style Rally 
Cross exhibition events.
 “Rally car racing presents 
unique challenges that place a premium 
on traction and drivability,” said Tim 
Mahoney, senior vice president and CMO 
for Subaru of America, Inc. “Subaru’s 
participation in the Rally America 
National Championship successfully 
serves to showcase the performance 
of our Impreza platform through core 
technologies rooted in our Subaru 
Symmetrical All Wheel Drive and boxer 
engine.”
 Action sports icon and 
rally champion Pastrana has driven 
exclusively for the Subaru brand since 
he began rally competition in 2004. 
Dominating rallying in the United States 
since 2006, Pastrana has amassed 18 
overall victories and 36 podiums, along 
with two gold medals, a bronze and 
silver at the ESPN X Games Rally Car 
events.
 “The sport has grown and the 
competition in 2010 will be better than 
ever, and so I’m glad to be in the best 

car with the best team again to go for 
my fi fth championship,” said Pastrana. 
As in 2009, Christian Edstrom will be 
Pastrana’s co-driver.
 Pastrana dramatically closed 
out 2009 by setting the world record 
for longest distance jump in a rally 
car on New Year’s Eve in Long Beach, 
Calif. He soared his Vermont SportsCar-
prepared Subaru Impreza STI rally car 
269 feet over Rainbow Harbor, landing 
on a fl oating barge and surpassing the 
previous record by 98 feet.
 Mirra, who became a pro BMX 
rider in 1992, holds the record for most 
X Games medals (including most gold 
medals) and has medaled in every X 
Games since their inception in 1995.  
 Credited with bringing freestyle 
BMX into the mainstream, Mirra began a 
transition to rally racing in late 2007 and 
joined Subaru Rally Team USA in 2008. 
He earned Rally America’s “Rookie of the 
Year” that year. “It’s great having the 
support of Subaru to race with the best 
drivers in North America and allowing 
me to develop as a rally driver,” said 
Mirra.
 Mirra will move up to an Open 
Class Subaru WRX STI from the lower 
specifi cation Super Production Class 
Subaru that he campaigned in 2009. 
He will again team with former WRC 
champion co-driver Derek Ringer, who 
has been instrumental in Mirra’s rapid 
ascension to a top driver in the Rally 
America Championship.

Subaru of America, Inc. announced this week that reigning 
four-time Rally America National Champion Travis Pastrana 
and BMX Freestyle legend Dave Mirra are both returning as 
factory team drivers for Subaru Rally Team USA in 2010.

PASTRANA, MIRRA FOR SRT USA 2010

Credit: SRT USA
Pictures by SRT USA

2010 Rally America Calendar:
01) 29 - 30 Jan: Sno*Drift Rally
02) 26 - 27 Feb: 100 Acre Wood Rally
03) 24 - 25 Apr: Olympus Rally
04) 14 - 16 May: Oregon Trail Rally
05) 04 - 05 Jun: Susquehannock Trail Rally
06) 16 - 17 Jul :New England Forest Rally
07) 29 Jul - 01 Aug: X Games 16

Above: Travis Pastrana showcasing his talent. Below: 
Dave Mirra in action in his new Subaru Impreza STi. 
Far Below: Dave Mirra powering through a special 
stage. Credit: SRT USA.
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Petter Solberg will drive a Citroen C4 
WRC 2009 spec in 2010. Two rally cars 
have been bought from Citroen Racing, 
and Petter will use both cars in the 2010 
World Rally Championship.
 “After several, and tough, 
discussions with Citroen Racing, we 

have now come to an agreement, which 
enables me to really fi ght in top,” says 
Petter Solberg. “We hope to have the full 
budget in place at the end of next week, 
and hope to present the 2010 Petter 
Solberg World Rally Team and sponsors 
just after.”
 The 2010 WRC starts 11. 
February in Sweden.

With an improved pace and confi dence in the closing rounds of the 2009 
World Rally Championship, Petter Solberg showed the world that with a rally 
machine on par with his rivals he is undoubtedly a threat for podium place 
fi nishes. Now, more for 2010!

C4 WRC FOR SOLBERG IN 2010

Story by www.pettersolberg.com
Pictures by Citroen Racing

Citroen C4 WRC details:
Dimensions:
• Weight: 1 230 kg (minimum weight)
• Length: 4,274m
• Wheelbase: 2 608m
• Width: 1 8000m

Engine:
• Turbocharged
• Cylinders: 4 in-line
• Aluminium block
• Capacity: 1 998cc
• Max power: 320hp at 5 500rpm
• Max torque: 569Nm at 2 750rpm
• Magneti-Marelli multipoint injection

Transmission:
• 4WD
• Carbon 3-disc clutch
• Mechanical differentials on the front and rear axles, 
electronically controlled at the centre
• Sequentially controlled 6-speed semi-automatic

Front brakes:
• Asphalt: ventilated discs, 6-pot callipers
• Gravel: ventilated discs, 4-pot callipers

Rear brakes:
• Asphalt and gravel: ventilated discs, 4-pot calipers
• Front/ rear distribution adjustable by a compensator
• Hydraulic hand brake

Suspension:
• Front and rear: MacPherson type with coil spring

Wheels:
• Asphalt: 8 x 18 inch Pirelli tires
• Gravel: 7 x 15 inch Pirelli tires

Sweden gets the honour of kicking off the 2010 
WRC-season. Sweden has a long history in arranging 
WRC-events, but was not on the calendar in 2009. It 
all starts Thursday evening in Karlstad with a Super 
Special at “Färjestad”. Servicepark will be in Hagfors, 
as earlier, while the fi nish-ceremony will be in the city 
of Karlstad Sunday afternoon.

Petter’s previous results in WRC Rally Sweden:
2008: 4th
2007: Retired
2006: Retired
2005: 1st
2004: 3rd
2003: 6th
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DAKAR: ARGENTINA - CHILE 2010
01 - 17 January 2010

SS6: Jan 07
Antofagasta – Iquique
Liaison: 180km
Special Stage: 418km
Liaison: 0km 
Performance and riding technique: in 
rally raid, one can recognize champions 
by the way they navigate too. If there 
was any demonstration of that fact, 
Marc Coma gave more proof of his talent 
at navigation on this stage between 
Antofagasta and Iquique.    
The fi rst part of the special stage was a 
particularly challenging navigation test. 
“Chaleco” – who was the lead bike on 
this stage as a result of his winning the 
previous day’s stage – was caught in the 
trap despite his knowledge of the area. 
After a bad choice at km 23, Lopez lost 
precious minutes and some of the other 
top riders followed him into this error: 
David Fretigne, Alain Duclos, Paulo 
Goncalves and Pal-Anders Ullevalseter. 
 As for the leader in the overall 
standings, Cyril Despres become victim 
of the lead bunch of bike riders. Luckily, 
because he was able to keep a tidy and 
fl awless stage and making the right 
choices when interpreting the roadbook, 
he managed to get to the fi nish line 
on a pefrfect strategy that was well 
controlled and planned. Having started a 
little farther behind the leaders in ninth 
position, the title holder managed to 
avoid the “nav traps”. 
 Coma also decided to speed 
things up to claw back a few places in 
the standings. This proved to be the 
right strategy for the Spaniard who 
regains about 10min on Cyril Despres, 
and is now 01h 06min behind the 
standings’ leader. This ninth special 
stage victory also allowed him to 
overtake Jonah Street, Paulo Goncalves, 
Pal-Anders Ullevalseter and Alain Duclos 
in the standings. Coma leap-frogged four 
places in one day.
 The subtleties in the navigation 

to grasp were obviously the same for the 
car co-pilots as for the ike riders. Here 
too the fi rst 50 km of the stage sorted 
out the winners and losers. 
 Mark Miller and Carlos Sainz 
showed greater speed than their team-
mate Nasser Al Attiyah on this section of 
the stage and kept going to the end of 
the stage without any major problems to 
report. 
 Despite the great speed of the 
Vokswagen Race Touaregs, the day’s 
wizard was undoubtedly Stephane 
Peterhansel, who had started 14th. 
On the way the number 301 BMW X3 
passed ten cars to post the fastest time 
of the day, 47sec faster than Carlos 
Sainz! If the Spaniard stays in the lead 
in the standings, “Peter” makes the 
difference with panache and caters for 
his statistical record by winning his 53rd 
stage in a Dakar Rally.   
 Apart from Nasser Al Attiyah, 
who lost a few minutes to Sainz but 
remains second in the overall standings 
(15min 24sec behind), the day was also 
pretty counterproductive for the former 
fi rst contender for Volkswagen. Not only 
did Robby Gordon lose ground on the 
drivers on the provisional podium, but 
he was also overtaken in the standings 
by the Mitsubishi Lancer of Portuguese 
driver Carlos Sousa (fourth, 01h 34min 
behind Sainz) and by Polish driver 
Krzysztof Holowczyc (fi fth, 01h 43min 
behind).
 Vladimir Chagin has moved 
clear into the lead in the Trucks 
category. It seems that with his 
victory on this stage, the Russian truck 
driver decided to target at Stephane 
Peterhansel: this fi fth stage victory 
brings his to a total number of 52 stage 
victories, i.e. just one less than “Peter”. 
On this the seventh leg of the 2010 
Dakar Rally, he fi nished the stage – once 
again – in front of his team-mate Firdaus 
Kabirov with the additional satisfaction 
of seeing Ilgizar Mardeev, the driver 
of the third Kamaz truck fi nish third 

In its fi rst six days of competiton, the 2010 edition of 
the Dakar rally, held in Argentina and Chile, has brought 
spectators and fans of the rally fi erce action. Throughout the 
leaderboards of the Bikes, Cars and Trucks categories are 
battles for position: now into its stride, and into the toughest 
section of the marathon rally, this week’s rally action was 
intense dramatic and highly entertaining.

DRAMATIC WEEK IN DAKAR 2010

Calendar of Events
• 02 - 16 January: Dakar Rally in Argentina and Chile
• 09 January: Rest day in Antofagasta
• 17 January: Podium fi nish in Buenos Aires

Story by www.dakar.com / ASO.

Above: Carlos Sainz in action. Will he win this event? 
Credit: Volkswagen Motorsport



between Antofagasta and Iquique.

SS7 - Jan 8 
Iquique - Antofagasta
Liaison: 37km
Special Stage: 600km
Liaison: 4km
Some stages can represent – alone 
– several episodes of a race. The 
stage taking the Dakar contenders to 
Antofagasta on 08 January – with its 
600 km of special stage – was precisely 
a mix of different terrains and lent itself 
to many events. Marc Coma and Cyril 
Despres, who had started fi rst, paid 
the price – for a while – as a result of 
their hesitations in a vast sand dune 
area and the riders behind them ended 
up catching them. At the different 
intermediary check points both two-
times winners ended up losing ground 
to Ullevalseter (who was fi rst at CP1 and 
CP2), Fretigne (who was fi rst at CP4) 
and Lopez (fi rst at CP5 and CP6).   
But in the last 150 km the two masters 
of the bike race managed to extend the 
gap on the stage again and clawed back 
to their top positions. 
 Time, then, for a tactical game 
between France and Spain… 20 km from 
the fi nish, Coma took the lead for just 10 
short seconds. But in the grand fi nale, 
despite the pain infl icted by a broken 
shock absorber earlier on, Cyril Despres 
crossed the fi nish line with the best time 
of the day and won his 22nd stage on 
a Dakar keeping at the same time – 
and more importantly – the lead in the 
overall standings 01h 06min ahead of 
Coma, who he relevantly identifi ed as 
his prime contender.   
The Spaniard, who is now ahead of 
Helder Rodrigues and “Chaleco” in the 
standings, has achieved the easiest part 
of his mission since his engine problems 
and the penalty he was given. The fi ght 
will go on after the rest day...   
 The longest stage of the rally 
promised to be a great fi ght in the car 
category too. Indeed, competition is 
getting harsher inside the Volkswagen 
team where all three drivers on the 
podium all see themselves as legitimate 
potential title winners. Between Carlos 
Sainz, Nasser Al Attiyah and Mark 
Miller, a struggle mixing psychology and 
performance is starting to appear.   
On this stage the Qatari, the newcomer 
in the team, let his will power express 
itself as well as his driving skills on the 
stage. After starting fourth, Al Attiyah 
passed Mark Miller, who seemed to want 
to resist being passed in the sand dunes; 
then he passed Carlos Sainz. With this 
sixth stage victory of his career, Al 
Attiyah moves closer to Sainz in the 
overall standings, just 11min 03sec shy 
of the leader.   
 Despite their dominant 
positions, the Volkswagen Race Touaregs 
are not entirely rid of the BMW threat. 
First, Stephane Peterhansel, who was 
the fi rst car into the stage, demonstrated 
once again that he was full of resources. 
The Frenchman started by winning all 
best times at the intermediary CPs. He 
then drove on easily towards the fi nish 

line where he was beaten by Al-Attiyah 
probably due to a small navigation 
error on his part. Then later, Guerlain 
Chicherit, positioned himself right 
behind the Volkswagen pack in the 
standings as he gained enough time to 
pass Krzysztof Holowczyc, then Carlos 
Sousa (supported by Mathieu Baumel, 
Chicherit’s former co-pilot!). For the 
multiple champion of freestyle skiing, 
the podium is however still 01h 40min 
away.   
 In the truck category, Vladimir 
Chagin remains the master of the 
standings and of the raid; he even 
slightly reinforces his position on a stage 
that was perfect to widen the gaps. 
He put even more distance between 
him and his teammate Firdaus Kabirov, 
who remains his main contender but is 
ranking second, 01h 03min behind the 
leader. 
 Moreover, the duel Chagin 
started with Stephane Peterhansel 
for the absolute record in stage 
victories goes on. On the evening 
of the Antofagasta (act II), it is now 
deuce between the Frenchman and the 
Russian: 53 stage victories each!

REST DAY - Jan 09
Antofagasta

SS8 - Jan 10
Antofagasta - Copiapo
Liaison: 96km
Special Stage: 472km
Liaison: 0km
The situation in the bike race was 
dramatically changed with the relegation 
of Marc Coma from second to 24th 
place overall in the general standings 
Whilst the penalty leaves the road open 
for Cyril Despres, on the condition 
that he avoids any big mistakes and 
keeps his pursuers at a distance, the 
fi ght for second place could become 
fi erce.   Some way behind the 
leader, three riders were separated this 
at the beginning of this stage by only 
11 minutes, with a slight advantage 
for Helder Rodrigues over Pal-Anders 
Ullevalseter and Francisco Lopez. In this 
three-way struggle, the pick of the day 
was the performance by “Chaleco”, who 
overtook his Portuguese rival on the road 
to Copiapo. In doing so, the Chilean won 
another stage in his homeland, the third 
in his career and made the difference on 
the second section of the stage.
 Lopez will therefore be 
responsible leading out the bikes on 
SS10, which means he will be taking 
on the role played by Cyril Despres. 
The two times winner of the Dakar was 
confronted with navigational diffi culties 
in addition to problems with the rim 
on his back wheel. It was only at CP3, 
after 245 kilometres of the stage, that 
he was able to retrieve the wheel of his 
‘water carrier’ Ruben Faria and fi nish 
in better conditions. He arrived on the 
fi nishing line in fi fth place on the stage, 
trailing “Chaleco” by 6min 43sec, but 
more importantly his command over 
the general standings was not adversely 

affected. He will start SS10 with a still 
comfortable lead of 1hr 20min over 
Norwegian Pal-Anders Ullevalseter. 
 On four wheels, the internal 
hierarchy in the Volkswagen team 
has not really changed. The risks of 
punctures made the leaders cautious. 
Carlos Sainz, who suffered two 
punctures after 300 km, was especially 
careful in the last 200km, in which he 
fi nished without a spare wheel. Similarly, 
Nasser Al Attiyah was stopped twice 
by punctures and was therefore unable 
to benefi t from Sainz’s relatively sober 
pace. The stage could still have been 
won by a Volkswagen Race Touareg, 
because Giniel De Villiers, a long way off 
the business end of the race after having 
lost more than four hours, achieved 
the best intermediate time after 300 
kilometres. However, he also lost a 
handful of minutes due to a puncture 
and eventually fi nished in fourth place 
on the stage. 
 As a spectator of this rather 
feeble battle on the sands of the 
Atacama Desert, Stephane Peterhansel 
got to grips with the situation fairly 
quickly, spending most of the day at 
the head of the rally after overtaking 
Al Attiyah. Comfortable on fast tracks 
and in the dunes, the Frenchman was 
able to claw a small bit of time back 
on the leading trio of Volkswagens. He 
also grabbed fourth place in the general 
standings from his team-mate Guerlain 
Chicherit, who put in the best time at 
CP1, but who then had to deal with 
punctures and electrical problems. With 
this success in Copiapo, Peterhansel now 
trails Sainz by 2hr 02min 05sec, but 
boasts a collection of victories whose 
total continues to amaze: 54! 
 In the truck race, the parade 
continues for Vladimir Chagin. The 
Russian won his seventh stage out of 
eight at Copiapo! 
 His collection of triumphs 
has now swollen, just like Stephane 
Peterhansel, to 54. However, the “Tsar” 
has a much more relaxed outlook on his 
perspectives for outright victory than 
his car-driving colleague. At present, 
he boasts a lead of 1hr 16min over his 
nearest pursuer in the general standings, 
his team-mate Firdaus Kabirov.

SS9 - Jan 11
Copiapo - La Serena
Liaison: 0km
Special Stage: MODIFIED - 170km
Liaison: 547km
The stage was shorter but no less 
diffi cult for the competitors in the Dakar, 
with an especially spectacular start side-
by-side for the best 10 fi nishers the day 
before. They were then followed by the 
rest of the riders in waves of 20. 
 Very soon, Marc Coma took 
control, leading the pack over the 170-
km route almost entirely made up of the 
dunes around Copiapo. In the dunes, 
the Catalan tried to leave the other race 
favourites in his wake, in vain. In fact, 
at CP1 (at the 117km point), it was the 
general standings leader Cyril Despres 
who put in the best time, with a lead 



of only 4sec over Coma and 20sec over 
Pal-Anders Ullevalseter, now the nearest 
rival to the French race leader.   
 Coma once again stepped on 
the gas in the last part of the special 
stage and the combat with his eternal 
rival Cyril Despres lasted right up to the 
fi nishing line. Title holder Coma had the 
last word, beating the Frenchman by 
only 4sec. 
 SS9 stage winner, Francisco 
“Chaleco” Lopez found it diffi cult on his 
Aprilia 450cc to follow the pace imposed 
by the big KTMs. Nonetheless, the 
Chilean fi nished his day in third position, 
1min 14sec behind the day’s winner.   
 As a result, Marc Coma joins 
the very exclusive club of 14 bikers who 
have won at least ten special stages. 
The Catalan still remains far behind Cyril 
Despres who boasts 22 triumphs and 
even further behind the record holder on 
a bike, Stephane Peterhansel with his 33 
victories. 
 In the general standings, 
Despres now has a lead of 1hr 21min 
over Ullevalseter and 1hr 25min over 
Lopez.   
 Whilst the bike race witnessed 
a close sprint, the car race saw more 
incidents but with bigger gaps. SS8 
stage winner Stephane Peterhansel 
opened the road followed by a quartet 
of Volkswagens led by general standings 
leader Carlos Sainz. As planned by the 
Volkswagen team, Giniel De Villiers, now 
a “top-of-the-range water carrier” soon 
let his colleague Al Attiyah overtake him, 
to provide assistance to the blue car 
team “just in case.”   
 Stephane Peterhansel achieved 
the best time at the 31km point and was 
leading the dance, but then suffered 
in the dunes of the Atacama. These 
irregular dunes made the Frenchman’s 
life very complicated. As a result, he had 
lost at least a quarter of an hour by CP1. 
 Another signifi cant point was 
the all out attack by Nasser Al Attiyah, 
second in the general standings and 
seeking the fi rst place held by his 
team-mate but rival all the same Carlos 
Sainz. At CP1, the Qatari had already 
struck a big blow, regaining 6min 30sec 
on the native of Madrid, who suffered 
a puncture and got slightly lost at one 
point. Al Attiyah did not let his pace drop 
until the fi nishing line, where he grabbed 
his third triumph this year. 
 Although Sainz reduced the 
gap somewhat by the end of the 170km 
stage, he still lost 5min 59sec to his 
closest rival for the lead, which just goes 
to show that with Volkswagen, there are 

no team orders.   
 In the general standings, “El 
Matador” now has a lead of 8min 36sec 
over Al Attiyah. Peterhansel keeps his 
fourth place, but is gradually being 
caught by his team-mate Guerlain 
Chicherit, who fi nished fourth on this 
stage and is now less than quarter of an 
hour behind his illustrious colleague in 
the BMW X-Raid team.   
 The triumphal march of the 
Kamaz team continues in the truck race. 
Firdaus Kabirov put a stop to a series 
of wins by Vladimir Chagin, after the 
“Tsar’s” three consecutive victories. 
The title holder won with a lead of 4min 
41sec over the fi ve-times winner of 
the Dakar and more than 14min over 
Frenchman Joseph Adua. In the general 
standings, Chagin can see his rivals 
coming with a signifi cant lead of 1hr 
11min.

SS10: January 12
La Serena - Santiago
Liaison: 112km
Special Stage: 238km
Liaison: 236km
Goodbye to the Atacama Desert and 
hello again to winding roads and 
specialists of skids and accelerations.  
 In the rolling décor of the 
mountain landscape Marc Coma, the 
previous day’s winner, set things going. 
The Catalan spent a lonely day out on 
his own. Whilst the title holder went 
speeding away, David Fretigne probably 
had his mind on a 10-minute penalty 
handed out to him yesterday for failing 
to respect the fl ags at the fi nishing line. 
The Yamaha rider consequently started 
in 13th position on this stage, which was 
not ideal for tackling a special that could 
have been benefi cial for his smaller 
cylinder machine, though the day ended 
up turning out well for him.
 On tracks that were very 
similar to those in his native Catalonia 
where he trains, Marc Coma outshone 
the rest at the front of the race, from 
start to fi nish. Within a little more than 
3 hours, the KTM rider beat David 
Fretigne, who managed to overcome 
this morning’s setback, by 2min 06sec 
and Helder Rodrigues by 2min 36sec. 
The Portuguese rider put in the day’s 
best performance, closing in on third 
place in the general standings. He is 
currently only 52sec behind Francisco 
“Chaleco” Lopez and 2min 10sec 
behind Ullevalseter, current runner-up 
to Despres. The battle for the podium 
therefore promises to be exciting, 

Petrobras Lubrax: the team
The 23rd Dakar for Andre de Azevedo came to a 
premature close during the Antofagasta to Iquique 
stage, but the Brazilian driver is far from fi nished with 
the race. As the manager of Petrobras Lubrax, along 
with his brother Jean, he supervises the operations of 
a team that is one of a kind. 
 “We are the only team that has a vehicle 
enrolled in each category,” he explains. It was a long 
road, marked by the loyalty of its people and sponsors 
that gave rise to this original set up: “I was the fi rst 
South American to take part in the Dakar on a bike. It 
was in 1990. Little by little, we developed a team. In 
1997, we enrolled a car and since 1999, I have been 
driving a truck”. 
 The three vehicles generate an interesting 
level of media coverage because, according to Andre 
de Azevedo, “we can always present good results in 
one of the three categories”. 
 This is enough to satisfy the media and 
the sponsors. “We’ve had the same partners for the 
last 20 years,” reveals Andre, who also underlines 
the logistical diffi culties the organisation entails: “The 
mechanics have to learn how to share space. In fact, 
a lot of psychological effort is required to experience a 
Dakar in this way”. 
 As regards the budget, the car, driven by 
Jean de Azevedo, accounts for 50% of the total, the 
truck 35% and the bike, ridden by Rodolpho Mattheis, 
15 %, an unusual way of sharing that is unique in the 
long history of the Dakar.
- Credit: www.dakar.com / A.S.O.

Rose of the desert
She has worked hard to promote the Dakar in Great 
Britain, sometimes in spite of herself, like when she 
suffered a nasty fall and ruptured her spleen in 2003. 
Since then, Patsy Quick has moved from behind the 
handlebars to assisting competitors, at the head of 
Team Desert Rose Racing. Her role has many aspects: 
“It covers sister, mother, mechanic, team manager… 
A bit of everything. As a former Dakar rider, I try to 
make the rally as easy as possible for our bikers”. 
The numbered seven at the start in Buenos Aires, but 
only four of them were still in the race on the road 
to Copiapo. “I’m not here to tell them how to do it, 
just to give them some bits of advice. Afterwards, 
it’s up to them”. Patsy, who had to wait until 2006 to 
become the fi rst British woman to fi nish the Dakar, 
admits that she would not be against another attempt 
at the rally. “I have to say that if the Dakar returned 
to Africa, it’s possible that I would be very tempted”. 
In the meantime, the Englander is enjoying the 
company of her “January friends” as she calls them 
and is pampering her young protégée Tamsin Jones, 
currently last but one in the general standings, who 
dreams of reaching the end of this unique adventure.



especially since tomorrow could smile 
upon the 450cc machines rather than 
Ullevalseter’s 690cc. 
 The race leader, Cyril Despres, 
who is still out in front by more than 
one hour, protected his lead, keeping 
Coma at a respectable distance without 
taking too many risks. The two times 
winner of the Dakar (in 2005 and 2007) 
now boasts a lead of 1hr 22min over 
Ullevalseter. 
 In the car race, with a backdrop 
worthy of a Western, the WRC specialists 
enjoyed themselves. However, the risk 
of losing it all was very present in the 
minds of the three Volkswagen drivers 
leading the rankings and their ‘boss’ Kris 
Nissen. At the start, only 8min 26sec 
separated the leader Carlos Sainz and 
second placed Nasser Al Attiyah, who 
opened the road on the tenth special. 
It was a battle in the combat between 
a two times world rally champion and 
his rival, who is by no means the worst 
competitor when the tracks become 
winding. 
 Like the day before, Giniel De 
Villiers let himself be overtaken in order 
to provide assistance to his VW team-
mates if needed, but he had the best 
seat to admire the Hispano/Qatari duel. 
Al Attiyah, in the role of the hunted, 
logically lost ground (1min 30sec after 
100 km, 1min 25sec after 148km) to 
Sainz, who occasionally had the current 
runner up in his sights on the undulating 
tracks. 
 However, as an experienced 
driver and especially after last year’s 
mishap, the native of Madrid did not go 
for all out attack and did not attempt to 
overtake. His performance was suffi cient 
to give him the best time of the day 
with a lead of 28sec over Stéphane 

Peterhansel and 1min 02sec over Mark 
Miller. 
 With six second placed fi nishes 
since the start of this Dakar, El Matador 
won his fi rst special stage this year, 
although it is probably a mere detail for 
Sainz, who is likely to be more focused 
on outright victory. In the general 
standings, he now has a lead of slightly 
more than 10 minutes over Al Attiyah. 
 In the truck category, whilst 
yesterday the ‘Russian bear’ Vladimir 
Chagin left a small part of the cake for 
his faithful lieutenant Firdaus Kabirov, 
today the fi ve times winner of the Dakar 
set matters straight. The “Tsar” picked 
up an eighth stage victory in 2010 and 
steals a march on Peterhansel as record 
holder with 55 triumphs in total. He 
beat Kabirov by 1min 24sec and the 
surprising Frenchman Joseph Adua by 
1min 38sec. Chagin now boasts a lead 
of 1hr 12min over his team-mate in the 
general standings.

SS11: Jan 13
Santiago - San Juan
Liaison: 211km
Special Stage: 220km
Liaison: 3km
After a very early awakening followed 
by a journey through the Andes via the 
Paso Libertadores pass, at an altitude 
of 3 500 m, the Dakar’s bikers tackled 
a 220km special stage similar to that of 
SS10’s stage: fast along winding tracks 
and for the most part downhill. In these 
conditions, with Marc Coma opening the 
road, it was not unreasonable to predict 
another success for the Catalan.  
 However, a bad navigation 
mistake put paid to that. After 13km 
he carried on straight ahead instead 

The Ickx factor
Winner of the Dakar in 1983, Jacky Ickx is back on 
the Dakar. As an ambassador of the Volkswagen team, 
the Belgian has come to support and observe the VW 
Rally-Raid team managed by Kris Nissen. 
 “I’m always keen to come back to the 
Dakar. I’ve got plenty of fond memories of it”. 
Memories that date back to when the rally took place 
in Africa, but this second edition on the other side of 
the Atlantic is also a delight to the seven times winner 
of the Le Mans 24 Hours race. 
 “In 1984, already Thierry Sabine had 
thought about organising a Dakar in South America. 
Few people can remember, but the idea was already 
there. This edition is loyal to the tradition and in 
keeping with the history of the Dakar”. 
 But is this enough to tempt the former 
champion to take part? “Let’s keep our feet on the 
ground – you can’t even imagine being competitive 
on the Dakar at the age of 65. I did it 15 times, so 
I’ve had all the luck in the world. The future belongs 
to young competitors full of ambition and dreams who 
want to make it right to the end”. 
 Obviously, Ickx is paying special attention 
to the car race and the fi erce struggle within the 
Volkswagen team. Being the manager of the VW team 
is an unenviable task: “How do you protect the team’s 
and constructor’s interests as well as managing the 
wishes of the drivers, who are all individualists and 
who all want to win?”
- Credit: www.dakar.com / A.S.O.

Above: Stephane Peterhansel powering his BMW X-Raid X3 CC. Credit: www.x-raid.de



of turning right, meaning he rode for 
3km in one direction, then 3km in the 
other before rejoining the correct route, 
losing around a dozen minutes to the 
quickest riders at CP1 (after 51km). The 
competitors just behind him made the 
same mistake, but since they saw the 
Spaniard backtracking, they were able to 
limit the damage. 
 The ninth biker to start this 
morning, American Jonah Street, who 
has been rather discreet since the 
beginning of the rally (never featuring 
in the top fi ve of a special stage), did 
not make the same directional error. 
As a result, he achieved the best time 
at CP1 but had a lead of only 7sec over 
the whirlwind Frans Verhoeven on his 
BMW who is fi nishing the rally in a much 
better way than he started. This duel 
carried on right until the fi nishing line. 
In the end, it was Verhoeven who was 
victorious by 3 tiny seconds.  
 The ‘Flying Dutchman’ picked 
up his third stage win on the Dakar 
after his successes in Puerto Madryn 
and Copiapo last year. This victory could 
go a long way to helping the BMW rider 
forget the setbacks he suffered during 
the fi st two stages. For statistics fans, 
the last victory by a BMW bike on the 
Dakar dates back to 2001, at a time 
when a certain Cyril Despres won in 
Tambacounda. 
 Pal Anders Ullevalseter was the 
big winner of the day in his quest for 
a place on the podium. The Norwegian 
fi nished in fourth place on the day, 
behind Alain Duclos, strengthening his 
second place in the general standings 
with a lead that now stands at 2min 
40sec over Lopez and more importantly 
almost 10min over Rodrigues, who 
encountered plenty of navigational 
problems. Marc Coma eventually fi nished 
the day more than 5min behind the 
stage winner. The leader in the general 
standings, Cyril Despres, once again did 
the necessary to protect his lead. The 
Frenchman, on a KTM, maintains a 1hr 
20min lead over Ullevalseter. 
 In the car category, the exciting 
duel for overall victory between Carlos 
Sainz and Nasser Al Attiyah continued. 
Speed was the order of the day, though 
care was necessary in breath-taking 
settings. After Sainz’s victory yesterday, 
the complexion of the race had changed 
somewhat, since the Spaniard today 
opened the road with his Qatari rival 
three cars behind. An experienced rally 
driver, El Matador boasted a lead of 
13sec over his team-mate at CP1. The 

BMW drivers were hardly concerned by 
this battle and so had a fi eld day on the 
mountain tracks in the foothills of the 
Andes. Guerlain Chicherit put in the best 
time after 51km, with a lead of 25sec 
over Stephane Peterhansel. 
 However, Carlos Sainz, 
unfettered so far by worries, 
encountered problems in the form 
of two punctures. After 148km, with 
Chicherit still in the lead, Al Attiyah 
had clawed back 5min on Sainz, and 
continued to do so until the end of 
the stage: 5min 30sec after 190km 
and 5min 38sec at the fi nishing line, 
almost putting Guerlain Chicherit’s fi ne 
achievement in the shade. The French 
driver reacquainted himself with victory 
four years after winning the stage 
between Tambacounda and Dakar. In 
the end, he beat Argentinean Orlando 
Terranova, who was evidently happy to 
return home and offer Mitsubishi and the 
JMB Stradale team its best performance 
on this Dakar. Having battled much 
of the day for a stage win, Stephane 
Peterhansel fi nally fi nished sixth 2min 
behind the stage’s winner. 
 In the general standings, 
Nasser Al Attiyah cut the distance 
between himself and Sainz in half. The 
Qatari is now 4min 28sec behind. All is 
well for Volkswagen with Miller in third, 
but the headache continues for Kris 
Nissen, Volkswagen team manager, with 
his leading two drivers closer than ever 
and pushing themselves to their limits. 
 As has become customary, 
the truck race was again dominated by 
the Kamaz clan. The Tatarstan team 
achieved a 10th successive one-two. 
Today’s winner was title holder Firdaus 
Kabirov. He beat his team-mate and 
general standings leader Vladimir Chagin 
by 32sec. This makes it Kabirov’s third 
stage win this year and the 32nd of his 
career on the event. Just like in the last 
two stages, Frenchman Joseph Adua, 
behind the wheel of an Iveco, has to 
make do with third place. In the general 
standings, the “Tsar” still holds a lead of 
1hr 12min.

With the Dakar Rally reaching its 
conclusion this weekend, and a 
showdown between the leaing 
Volkswagen drivers in the offi ng, 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will bring 
you an in-depth and fi nal race report 
in next week’s issue. Enjoy the rally 
action this weekend!

The race of the Bowler
Sturdy and reliable instead of being top performers, 
the Bowlers have imposed themselves - year after 
year - as affordable quality 4x4 of choice for amateurs 
intent on reaching the end of the Dakar. But the teams 
driving them also include people intent on being 
high in the standings. They even feel a bit of pride in 
being amongst the drivers of these cars that started 
appearing on the Dakar several years ago already. 
 In Buenos Aires, 12 Bowlers, either 
Wildcat or Desert Warrior, started the raid. After the 
stage leading to Iquique, there are only 6 of them left 
but the Bowlers should certainly not be ashamed of 
their track record; those still in the race should even 
feel pretty at ease in the upcoming long stages. 
 As for the ranking this “category” may 
have found its true ruler. Patrick Sireyjol, who had 
fi nished at a remarkable 12th position in the 2009 
edition, is still the best after six stages. The driver 
is ranking 24th in the overall standings 30h36min 
from Carlos Sainz you might say but 4 hours ahead 
of Philippe Boutron driving the next Bowler in the 
standings. Both know that there are even more 
eliminated from the race in week two. It might be 
where their Bowlers show their assets.
- Credit: www.dakar.com / A.S.O.

Top: Carlos Sainz fi ghting to keep his overall lead 
in the Dakar. Below: Giniel de Villiers has shown his 
race-winning pace, but to no avail. Credit: Volkswagen 
Motorsport.
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Leg 8: January 07
Tabrenkout - Tabrenkout
Liaison: 0km
Special Stage: 442,24km
Liaison: 0km
This the eighth stage, a loop around 
Tabrenkout, was undoubtedly the most 
diffi cult but also the most beautiful. The 
loop started and left the bivouac with no 
liaison section, heading straight into the 
action. 
 The day’s programme was busy, 
but when the competitors returned home 
their eyes were shining. Off-track, fast 
straights, rockysections, soft wadis and 
dunes, dunes and more dunes... There 
were no fewer than fi ve passes to cross 
of varying diffi culty, but it was quite 
simply magical. 
 Announced as being the 
stage of the rally, this eighth timed 
stage kept all its promises. Even the 
unchallenged leader of the event, Jean-
Louis Schlesser, was quick to admit that 
he had suffered over the 442km of the 

route before fi nishing in the lead: “There 
were dunes as far as the horizon, a real 
sea of sand. It was better to think than 
to go too quickly, but that did not stop 
us from getting out the planks on three 
occasions!” 
 Just over ten minutes behind 
him, Jerome Pelichet was savouring his 
performance, but when crossing the 
fi nish line one of his spare wheels on the 
rear of the Wildcat began to smoke. The 
fi re was quickly brought under control, to 
the relief of the whole crew: “This special 
stage was quite hellish, very diffi cult 
from the start to the end, but quite 
simply magical in terms of the driving, 
the navigation and the countryside! We 
found ourselves alone in the dunes, 
thinking we’d been left behind by all the 
other competitors, but in the end we did 
quite well.”
 So much the better, for the 
Franco-Swiss pairing has moved 
up to second position in the overall 
classifi cation, ahead of Francois Lethier 
for whom this stage was plagued with 
problems: Lethier fi nished the stage 
having lost over two hours, and are now 

The Africa Eco Race was fi rst run in 2009 as a “return to the 
initial values of the Rally Raids,” believes the organiser Rene 
Metge. The Africa Eco Race is seen as a return to simplicity, 
conviviality and authenticity in a “race where human and 
sporting values are more important than superfi cialities. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS brings you the fi nal instalment of 
this epic rally raid event.

SPRINT FOR THE FINISH LINE

Story by www.africarace.com
Pictures by www.africarace.com



third overall behind the Wildcat of Team 
Raid Lynx. 
 The pair of Abdelhamid 
Abouyoussef/Mahmoud Nour el Din 
worked perfectly today. No navigational 
errors, but they were caught stuck once 
and suffered two punctures on their way 
to a strong stage result to claim fourth 
place overall in the classifation.
 The ‘Princes of Egypt’ were 
smiling today after this long day of 
pleasure: “This stage was very long, 
very technical as well, but quite simply 
superb, a real joy.”  
 Things were not as good for 
Jacky Loomans. Once again, Miroslav 
Kubicek performed well: a fi ne fi fth place 
in the stage just behind the Buggy of 
Gilles Florin and Herve Cotel. The Ch’ti 
Kangoo of Momo Asloun had to shorten 
its day further after a collision with the 
Bowler Nemesis of Vincent Demonceaux 
right in the heart of the dunes. 

In the Trucks, Miklos Kovacs did not have 
any serious problems, unlike yesterday. 
The Hungarian enjoyed himself, and 
claimed another stage win ahead of Noel 
Essers. 
 On two wheels, further to 
yesterday’s long and diffi cult stage, the 
bikers jointly decided not to drive the 
stage.

Leg 9: Jan 08
Tabrenkout - Tenadi
Liaison: 0km 
Special Stage: 425,34km
Liaison: 0km
Just like the previous day’s stage, the 
ninth stage of the Africa Eco Race 2010 
started from the Tabrenkout bivouac, 
fi nishing at the entrance to the next 
bivouac, in Tenadi. There was no liaison, 
but another amazing stage for all those 
remaining in the race. 
 The timed stage was not easy: 
a fast plateau, grassy valleys, camel 
grass, dunes, and more dunes. A varied 
stage, but during which it was important 
not to lose one’s sense of direction, 
especially towards the end, when there 
were numerous changes of heading. 
It was important to be clever, to keep 
a close eye on the terrain and to think 
hard in order to gain time and to avoid 
the navigational traps.
 First to cross the line on Leg 9 
was Jerome Pelichet, but he did not win 
the stage. Once again, Jacky Loomans 
stole his limelight with a very good 
performance. After his clutch problems 
on Leg 8, which ruined his hopes of a 
place on the fi nal podium, the Belgian 
driver was keen to set a good time on 
this stage. It was a great success as he 
fi nished 13min ahead of Jerome Pelichet 
and Francois Lethier. Fourth in the stage 
was Edmond Pelichet, who did not hide 
his pleasure despite the diffi culties and 
the length of the stage. 
 As for “Mido” he was rather 
disappointed as he explained: “A stage 
of the quality of yesterday’s is an 
exceptional thing.” 
 Things heated up for the 
“Desert Fox” – or rather for his buggy 

– on this stage. An electrical problem 
brought about a ventilation failure and 
the blue buggy was forced to make a 
number of stops to allow the engine to 
cool. Overall, Jean-Louis Schlesser lost 
53min, but is not under threat from his 
nearest rival, Jerome Pelichet, who is 
over 1hr 30min behind. However, there 
is a fi erce battle for this second place: 
Francois Lethier is close behind the 
Wildcat.  
 With just two stages to go, the 
fi nal podium is as uncertain as ever! 
 Miroslav Kubicek, Gilles Florin 
and Karim El Zanaty also fi nished the 
stage after a few misadventures. It was 
a diffi cult stage, too, for Momo Asloun 
with the Ch’ti Kangoo, Jean-Jacques 
Jousseau with his Toyota (currently 
running in two-wheel drive) and Vincent 
Demonceaux still suffering with problems 
with the Jaguar engine in his Bowler 
Nemesis.
 In the trucks, Miklos Kovacs has 
a good lead and is now managing his 
race as far as Dakar. 
 On two wheels, there was a 
change of leader... Marco Capodacqua 
has taken control ahead of his 
compatriot Alberto Dottori by 1min 
41sec!

Leg 10: Jan 09
Tenadi - St Louis
Liaison: 0km
Special Stage: 204,84km
Liaison: 318km
More sand, more dunes : Leg 10’s
route went over some of the
same sections as the day before,
but in the opposite direction. For
around 100km, there were plenty of 
dunes to cross (of varying lengths)
separated by plateaus, vegetation, 
camel grass and dry lakes… A colourful 
day, which was, of course, superb. The 
second part of the route was faster, 
with some winding passages and soft 
sections. This fi nal timed stage kept all 
its promises, as did the second
edition of the Africa Eco Race.
 Between Tenadi and Saint 
Louis, the 204km special stage was far
from being a simple formality. Jacky 
Loomans, more on form than ever, took 
advantage to claim his fourth stage win, 
ahead of Jerome Pelichet, by just 5sec! A 
victory that the Belgian driver dedicated 
to his grandson, who celebrated his
birthday. As for Jerome Pelichet, he may 
not have been able to add a stage win to 
his career record, but the second
place overall delighted him, especially as 
back on the third stage, he was ready to 
retire due to engine problem. 
 The real joy, however, will be 
for January 10 when they reach the 
Rose Lake: “It will be the fi rst time for 
Eugenie, and as for me I haven’t seen it 
for a very long time!” 
 Jean-Louis Schlesser is
now shaping up to be the double
winner of the Africa Eco Race: “Another 
beautiful stage... We were driving with 
Francois Lethier, but at one point he got
stuck and we could not really risk
losing too much time. Yesterday’s 

Organisation: Africa Eco Race
The Africa Eco Race has clearly indicated its wish to 
provide sustainable development, a real dimension by 
integrating its principles, not only in the daily running 
of the race, thanks to following an ecology-responsible 
strategies, but also thanks to various longer term 
projects. 
 The emphasis will be placed on individuals, 
for daily consciousness in terms of ecology. To 
be ecologically responsible means adapting all 
aspects of one’s behaviour, by taking account of the 
environmental impact of long-term development, and 
to act in accordance. 
 Some projects will aim to use long-term 
renewable resources, in order to contribute to the 
improvement of the quality of life of those living in the 
most remote parts of the countries the race crosses. 
These actions will be both concrete and long-lasting. 
- Credit: www.africarace.com

The Spirit of the Africa Eco Race
The spirit of the Africa Eco Race is above all a wish for 
simplicity, conviviality and authenticity in the way the 
race is run, where sporting and humane values are 
more important than the superfi cial. 
 The Africa Eco Race offers closer proximity 
and a real spirit of collaboration, where professionals 
and amateurs work together without problems. 
The categories : 
MOTO - QUAD        
Moto  (+ 450cc / - 450cc)
Quad

AUTO - CAMION                
• T1 Category: 
1.1 Petrol- 4 wheel drive
1.2 Diesel 4 wheel drive
1.3 Petrol 2 wheel drive
1.4 Diesel 2 wheel drive    
• T2 Category:
2.1 Petrol
2.2 Diesel    
• T4  Category: (Truck)
• Experimental category    

The Africa Eco Race is an international event 
registered on the FFSA and FFM calendars. The 
vehicles have to be in conformity with the specifi c 
technical regulation of the event and with the 
regulations of the International Federations.
- Credit: www.africarace.com



overheating problem cost us a lot, and 
if the problem had reoccurred, our fi rst 
place was under threat. But Francois
has a good lead over Mido, who
is 4th overall.”
 Further to serious problems 
with the defl ating – re-infl ating system
yesterday, the blue buggy lost a lot
of time. Like yesterday, Pelichet Sr
worked hard, while enjoying himself.
A fi ne family success within Team
Raid Lynx!
 A popular competitor with fi ne 
skills behind the wheel, “Mido” was once
again enjoying himself on his favourite 
playground. Fourth overall, and plenty of 
satisfaction at having completed a fi ne 
race. With his navigator Mahmoud Nour 
El Din, the Egyptians never faltered. Just 
like Gilles Florin with the Cotel Buggy,
which today surfed over the dunes
with particular effi ciency.
 In the trucks, Hungarian driver
Miklos Kovacs claimed another win
in his Scania, sliding towards the
Rose Lake.
 On two wheels, the Italian rider
Marco Capodacqua added his name
to the record books of the Africa Eco
Race fi nishing ahead of his compatriots 
Alberto Dottori and Giovanni Stefani. An 
extraordinary adventure for these pure 
amateurs.

Leg 11: Jan 10
St Louis - Dakar
Liaison: 194km
Special Stage: 24km
Liaison: 41km
The reward for the hard work since 
28 December, and the arrival on the 
beach, before reaching the mythical 
Rose Lake; that is what the competitors 
of this second edition of the Africa Eco 
Race enjoyed on this fi nal stage of the 
marathon event.
 A great moment, and time to 
enjoy themselves, for the 14km on the 
beach did not count towards the overall 
fi nal classifi cation, but allowed the 
competitors to show what they could 
do on one of rally raids’ most famous 
locations.
 Sun, sea and sand: everything 
was in place for a fi ne celebration, which 
it defi nitely was!
 A fi ne fi nish in presence 

of many Senegalese offi cials and 
spectators, friends, family members of 
those taking part, in the great tradition 
of a real marathon.
 This fi nal stage was the 
opportunity to reward the winners of 
the three categories taking part. In the 
car class, Jean-Louis Schlesser added 
a second win on the Africa Eco Race to 
his career record. After 11 magnifi cent 
stages, the ‘Desert Fox’ was delighted 
to have discovered a route with a 
thousand and one different facets: 
“Rene’s route was of a high quality. No 
complaints! He really has the talent to 
draw up magnifi cent special stages, 
and once again, he was able to call our 
bluff. We have lived through stages of 
pure delight, both in terms of driving 
and navigation. More than ever this 
victory is that of a team, and Francois 
(Lethier) drove perfectly. I would 
like to emphasise that our welcome 
in Mauritania was exceptional. The 
Mauritanian authorities were perfect and 
the visit from the Minister of the Interior
showed the interest this country has in 
the event. With more competitors taking 
part next year, it will be even better!
Team Schlesser will take part in two 
or three events this season before 
preparing for the Africa Eco Race 2011.”
 After a magnifi cent race, 
despite nearly coming to an abrupt end 
on the third stage (after losing a piston), 
Jerome Pelichet fi nished in a brilliant 
second place, having managed his race 
to perfection: “This second place is
extraordinary for us. Our initial aim was 
to get on the podium, but we never 
really expected this, and especially, we
were not expecting such a rally! What 
joy, both for me and for Eugenie, who 
worked really well, as in this event, the
co-driver really has plenty to do. This 
was her fi rst time at the Rose Lake, and 
we are both so happy. During 12 days,
we have seen so much.” 
 For his second participation in 
the Africa Eco Race, Francois Lethier with 
a Schlesser Buggy, fi nished on the third 
step of the podium: “Magical… this race 
was magical! It was impossible to guess 
what we would see next. Every day was 
enchanted. We had a really good race, 
and lived some intense emotions… thank 
you, Rene.”
 Just off the podium, “Mido” 

(Ablehamid Abouyoussef), who was 
also here in 2009, also enjoyed this 
adventure. Driving a Desert Warrior, 
the Egyptian driver has no regrets: 
“It was a beautiful race, with a great 
atmosphere. The driving, the navigation, 
the scenery… everything was there. This 
rally really put forward the joint work 
between the driver and co-driver. We 
are really pleased with this fourth-place 
fi nish, as our initial aim was to fi nish in 
the top ten. I had not driven a four-
wheel drive for a long time, and fi nally, 
after some minor changes, everything 
went perfectly.”

 Just behind the Egyptian crew, 
Jacky Loomans fi nished a fi ne fi fth place 
overall. After a brilliant start to this 
race, the Belgian had clutch problems 
that prevented him from fi nishing on 
the podium: “I think I did more dunes 
on this rally than on all the Dakars in 
which I have taken part! Over 150 km of 
dunes per day, including some really soft 
sand… it’s the kind of terrain I love, and 
I had my fi ll. Even if we had problems 
which lost us a lot of time overall, the 
only thing I will remember is that Africa 
is still Africa!”
 On two wheels, Marco 
Capodacqua won the event having 
suffered some days, but always 
remained positive: “It was a diffi cult 
rally, and very demanding. Sometimes, 
I will admit I had problems, but I have 
reached the end. The dunes were quite 
terrible, and I had to outdo myself, but 
overall, I am so pleased to be there, with 
my friends.” 
 Alberto Dottori was second 
behind Marco, having also had some 
serious problems some days.
 Finally, among the trucks, after 
the retirement of Elisabete Jacinto, who 
had been very competitive at the start of 
the race, the Hungarian colossus Miklos 
Kovacs had a clear path towards victory. 
“I really enjoyed this race, except
perhaps when I got stuck for 90 minutes 
in the dunes. But, it was really very 
beautiful and very technical. I won’t 
forget this race, or my victory. Thank 
you, Africa!”
 So yes, ‘Thank you, Africa!’ – 
and see you again next year in January 
2011 for another great adventure!



TURKEY: ISTANBUL RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
10 January 2010

The Istanbul Rally Championship is a 
regional championship organized by 
Istanbul Automobile Sports Club (ISOK) 
to run in the off-season between the 
fi nish and start of the Turkish National 
Rally Championship. This Championship 
is open to all amateurs to demonstrate 
their skills behind the steering wheel 
of their rally machines. Held over three 
rounds, this rally action was highly 
competitive and exciting for competitors 
and spectators alike. 
 The Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution IV crew of Soylemez and 
Bakancocuklari competed against Guven 
and Cagla Bostanci (Mitsubishi Lance 
Evolution IX) until the fi nal speed test. 
Soylemez headed to last stage of the 
Championship with just a 1.8 minutes of 
advantage and recorded 4min 24,04sec. 
Guven Bostanci set the same stage time, 
and this handed Soylemez not only the 
rally victory but also the Istanbul Rally 
Championship title.

 Despite Soylemez’s new title, 
according to the championship rules, 
his co-driver Bakancocuklari couldn’t be 
crowned as the Istanbul Rally Co-Drivers 
Champion because of his numerous 
Turkish National Rally Championship 
titles he has won. Instead, Guven 
Bostanci’s wife and co-driver Cagla 
Bostanci was crowned as the Istanbul 
Rally Co-Driver’s Champion.
 After two rounds, Championship 
rivals Alparslan Cukurova and Burcin 
Korkmaz fi nished the last round in 
third place. Menderes Okur and his 
co-driver Aras Dincer fi nished fourth, 
but fi nished the Championship in third 
position overall. Castrol Ford Team 
Turkey’s driver Orhan Avcioglu won the 
prestigious Junior Driver’s title after 
fi nishing in fi fth position overall.
 AGT-backed Mustafa Soylemez 
and Cem Bakanocuklari will continue to 
the 2010 season with a new Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution IX that will be prepared 
by Tok Sport.

Mustafa Soylemez and Cem Bakancocuklari were crowned as 
the 2009 Istanbul Rally Champions after winning the third 
and last round of the Championship this past weekend.

SOYLEMEZ WINS TROPHY

Story by Soner Tamer
Pictures by H. Ozdemir and A. Hosgor

Final Istanbul Rally Championship 
Rd 3 Classifi cation:
01) M. Soylemez/C. Bakancocuklari - 31m 05,2s
02) G. Bostanci/C. Bostanci  +        01,8s
03) A. Cukurova/B. Korkmaz  + 01m 01,2s
04) M. Okur/A. Dincer   + 01m 02,7s
05) O. Avcioglu/B. Akcay + 02m 04,9s
06) B. Gurkan/B. Kocoglu  + 03m 29,5s
07) A. Kaya/S. Bostanci + 03m 33,5s
08) A. Isikalp/S. Aydin  + 03m 42,7s
09) B. Kabatepe/C. Kabatepe + 03m 48,2s
10) H. Ozal/B. Sogut  + 03m 59,9s
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