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Welcome to issue 117 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!
 As always, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman

Welcome to H&H!

Contact

• IRC: Rallye Monte Carlo
• MERC: Qatar International Rally
• USRC: New York Winter Rally
• RA: Sno*Drift Rally
• Finland: Arctic Lapland Rally



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Peak fitness is a prerequisite for a competitive edge, and top 
motorsport teams routinely employ medics, psychologists, 
dieticians and even armed forces specialists to help drivers 

hone their performance. It's a different picture at national and 
club level, where poor preparation can blight potential. Here, 

however, a doctor who competes as a rally driver offers 
expert information on all aspects of physical and mental 
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regulations. 
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The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

IRC draws 12 million viewers to 
Eurosport channels during Monte
Eurosport Events, the promoter of the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC), is delighted to announce exceptional viewing 
fi gures for its world fi rst full live coverage of the 78th Monte 
Carlo Rally, the oldest and most prestigious rally in the history 
of the sport. 
 A cumulative reach of 12 million different viewers 
tuned in to Eurosport and Eurosport2 to watch the opening 
round of the 2010 IRC season, which featured over 12 hours of 
live coverage from the stages, a fi rst for rallying. The audience 
fi gures were particularly high on Thursday 21 January when an 
average audience of 810,000 viewers, and a peak of over one 
million, watched the snow-covered ninth stage (St Bonnet). 
 This year’s cumulative reach represents an increase of 
70 percent over 2009, when seven million viewers tuned in to 
watch last year’s rally. The audience profi le was predominantly 
male, with men representing 68 per cent of viewers. 
 The IRC Monte Carlo Rally also attracted a 
comprehensive online following: the IRC website recorded over 
three million page impressions over the week, while the brand 
new IRC iPhone application has been downloaded 6 000 times 
and registered 187,000 pages viewed. 
 The IRC will resume in Curitiba, Brazil, from 4 - 6 
March for the second round of the season. This event will 
run alongside Brazil’s World Touring Car Championship 
(WTCC) round, held at the same venue and also promoted by 
Eurosport Events.
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com

Petter Solberg attracts new sponsors 
for his WRC team for 2010
Norwegian rally star Petter Solberg has signed up with energy-
drink fi rm MAD CROC for the 2010 season.
 Mad Croc is an international brand and are now 
introducing their products for the Norwegian and Swedish 
market.
 “We will use 2010 to establish Mad Croc in Norway 
and Sweden, and is quite confi dent that Petter Solberg will be 
a good promoter for us,” says Bard Ove Grong, responsible for 
Mad Croc in Norway and Sweden. “MAD-CROC products will be 
out at several retailers throughout the year.”
 Petter Solberg is also happy with his new partner. 
“I got offers from other energy-drink companies, but chose 
to include Mad Croc as my new sponsor. We have the same 
passion and energy, and I’m confi dent that this partnership will 
be good for both parties.”
You can fi nd more info about MAD-CROC at www.mad-croc.
com.
- Credit: www.pettersolberg.com

UK time, TotalRally will be on air live broadcasting to rally fans 
everywhere. The star guest featuring on this week’s inaugural 
show is Monte Carlo Rally winner Mikko Hirvonen.
 TotalRally will broadcast weekly from the UK through 
totalrally.com and will bring all the news, rumours and gossip 
from all the major rally championships across the world.
 TotalRally will give rally fans the chance to have their 
say on the latest breaking news and hot stories concerning 
their sport and encourage listeners to join in the live debate 
through MSN, Skype, Twitter and email.
 The world of rallying attracts the most dedicated, and 
sometimes most opinionated, of followers and TotalRally plans 
to give those fans a voice in what could be one of rallying’s 
most exciting seasons ever - with big names such as Kimi 
Raikkonen and Ken Block set to take on rally superstars like 
Loeb, Hirvonen and Solberg.
 TotalRally will divulge and dissect rally news and 
gossip in a fast-moving, amusing and sometimes even 
controversial way.  Weekly guests from the very highest 
levels of the sport will be on hand to give their views and take 
listeners’ questions.  The show’s creators hope it will quickly 
become compulsive listening for dedicated rally fans around 
the world.
 The team behind TotalRally come from a broad 
and varied motorsport and broadcasting background. Colin 
Clark, often referred to as the Voice of Rallying, has been 
involved with the ever popular World Rally Radio for many 
years.  He combines his broadcast talents with his motorsport 
sponsorship background, he was responsible for the 555 
deal with Subaru, to give unique insights and sometimes 
controversial views on all that happens in the world of rallying.
Alongside Colin will be James Muir, a regular voice from 2005 
- 2008 on World Rally Radio where his sense of humour and 
quick wit endeared him to many.
 Tony Simpson also brings his experience behind the 
wheel to the team.  Tony offers a driver’s insight into all that 
happens and his Liverpudlian sense of humour is sure to be 
popular.
For more information log on to www.totalrally.com or follow 
TotalRally on Twitter @totalrally.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

Travis Pastrana breaks collarbone in 
biking accident
Just weeks after emerging unscathed from his record car jump 
at Red Bull: New Year. No Limits, Travis Pastrana has now 
reportedly broken his collarbone.
 Jolene Van Vugt, Travis’s stunt-biking colleague on US 
TV show Nitro Circus, broke the news in her Twitter blog, along 
with a picture of the great man looking rather rueful with his 
shoulder in a sling.
 Nitro Circus is an MTV reality show featuring Jolene, 
unoffi cial Nitro Circus leader Travis and a host of other stars, 
including former Jackass favourite Johnny Knoxville, who 
perform dangerous stunts in each episode. Jolene and Travis 
were apparently biking in Florida when Travis’s accident 
happened.
 On New Year’s Eve, Travis jumped a Subaru Impreza 
rally car 269ft (82m) from Pine Avenue Pier onto a barge in 

TotalRally launches this week, brings 
rally fans dedicated rally radio news
Rally fans around the world can from this week look forward 
to a new and exciting live internet radio program dedicated to 
rallying across the globe. Every Wednesday evening at 8pm 
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IRC to see more Fiesta S2000s in 
hands of privateers, says Wilson
Malcolm Wilson, the boss of the Monte Carlo Rally-winning 
M-Sport team, says several more examples of his company’s 
Ford Fiesta S2000 will appear in the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge during the course of the season, albeit in the hands 
of private teams.
 Speaking after helping to oversee Mikko Hirvonen’s 
historic win on the IRC season-opener last week, Wilson said: 
“There are no plans to do any other rounds of the IRC with 
Mikko but hopefully there will be some private drivers coming 
into the IRC in Fiestas. They will be run by other teams but 
hopefully they will do the same job that Mikko has done in 
Monte Carlo.”
 M-Sport plans to build 50 Fiesta S2000s this year 
and had received 24 confi rmed orders prior to the Monte Carlo 
Rally fi nishing.
 “We’re really encouraged by the performance and I 
hope the telephone will be ringing at my offi ce for more orders 
for the car,” Wilson added.
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com

the water in front of 75,000 fans in Long Beach, California, 
and millions more around the world, at Red Bull: New Year. 
No Limits. Despite crashing his Impreza in practice, Travis 
managed to avoid injury in the build-up to his record feat, as 
well as on the big night itself. But it seems his luck ran out this 
week.
 It’s nevertheless not a new concept for the 26-year-
old to deal with. In the past, he has suffered numerous back, 
shoulder, knee and wrist injuries. His fi rst serious injury was 
when he was just 14 – the most serious put him in a coma and 
then in a wheelchair for three months.
 He may be injured again, but one thing’s for sure – 
Travis will soon be back…
 Pastrana is scheduled to contest the Sno*Drift rally 
this weekend in his Red Bull-backed Subaru Rally Team USA 
Impreza.
- Credit: www.redbull.com and www.rallybuzz.com

meet the varied needs of the BP Ford Abu Dhabi team. Mobile 
phone pockets, audio cord holes in collars, 3-in-1 capability, 
breathable fabrics and waterproof zips and fastenings are 
all incorporated into items to assist team members as they 
work in extreme weather conditions that vary from the frozen 
Scandinavian winter in Sweden to the blistering heat of Jordan.
 “We’re delighted to welcome Icepeak to the BP Ford 
Abu Dhabi World Rally Team,” said Gerard Quinn, Ford of 
Europe’s motorsport boss. “Icepeak has a long-established 
name in high-end lifestyle clothing and we’re pleased it has 
decided to become part of our team and supply our teamwear 
for the next two seasons in WRC. Icepeak has worked closely 
with Ford Design and M-Sport to create a look that refl ects the 
team brand and Ford’s own design cues. We’re impressed with 
the quality of the clothing which includes practical fabrics for 
varied and diverse rally environments.”
 Icepeak was established only 11 years ago but is 
already one of the biggest sports clothing brands in Europe. 
It offers sports clothing for sports shops and department 
stores in bold colours and young-minded design. Its clothing 
is inspired by global trends and young people’s lifestyle and 
focuses on young adults who like sport, want to dress in up-to-
date clothing and simply enjoy life.
 The co-operation, announced at a press conference in 
Finland this week, enhances Icepeak’s business opportunities 
into motorsports, which is a totally new area to the brand.
 “The co-operation with the BP Ford Abu Dhabi World 
Rally Team is a great experience in itself, but it also expands 
Icepeak’s visibility to an entirely new audience,” said Helena 
Metsäluoto, who takes care of this project within L-Fashion 
Group’s Corporate Customer Division.
 “Visibility in connection with international, dynamic 
rally sport all around Europe is very suitable for Icepeak’s 
young and sporty brand image and supports the strong growth 
in sales of the Icepeak collections. Finnish drivers and co-
drivers wearing Finnish clothing – it’s a perfect match,” she 
added.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

RALLY CAR FOR SALE: TOYOTA RUNX CLASS A7
2008 Season National Rally Championship Class winner. Excellent condition. Car 
plus Basic spares package = R400 000.00. Full spares package is R500 000.00, and 
includes spare rolling Body and simply too many spares to mention. 
Please phone Chris De Wit on 083 284 1085.

BP Ford WRT joins forces with 
Icepeak as sponsor for 2010
BP Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team has signed a two-year 
contract with Icepeak, a branch of the Finnish clothing giant 
L-Fashion Group. Icepeak, one of the largest sports clothing 
brands in Europe, will supply Finnish rally stars Mikko Hirvonen 
and Jari-Matti Latvala and the entire BP Ford Abu Dhabi team 
with high quality, outdoor sports clothing for the squad’s FIA 
World Rally Championship campaign.
 M-Sport, the team which operates Ford’s WRC 
programme, has worked closely with designers from Ford of 
Europe and Icepeak to develop a dynamic clothing range that 
refl ects Ford’s Kinetic design – the principle behind all the Blue 
Oval’s road vehicles. Motorsport Blue, a new vibrant colour 
for 2010, has been chosen to best represent the team as it 
competes throughout the world in the 13-round series.
 Icepeak, which counts Finland and Germany among 
its major markets, will provide the team with a complete 
range of latest technology clothing specifi cally designed to 

L’Estage and Richard annouce 2010 
rally season programme
Quebec driver Antoine L’Estage and his co-driver Nathalie 
Richard, both of St-Jean-sur-Richelieu (QC), announced a 
2010 program that once again includes participation in the full 
Canadian Rally Championship at the wheel of their Rockstar 
Royal Group Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X. They will also 
compete against the top American drivers in several rounds of 
the United States’ Rally America series, with the intentions of 
qualifying for the Summer X Games as well as earning his third 
North American Rally Championship title. 
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com



Features
your insight into the world of rallying



FEATURES

H&H: Young and talented, matched 
with determination and passion, 
you are making waves in rallying 
in your home country of Germany. 
Competing as a co-driver, what 
attracted you to the sport of 
rallying? When was your fi rst event?
Josefi ne Beinke (JB): When I was a little 
child, my parents attended a lot of rallies 
in Europe with me, but unfortunately 
I can’t remember those times because 
I was too little. Later on, when I was 
older, I spectated at some rallies that 
my father competed in, and every time I 
asked myself how it would be to co-drive 
for him. 

 Some years passed by and in 
April of 2007 my father came to me with 
an entry form in his hands, and asked if 
I would be ready to co-drive for him...
And, of course, I was although I was just 
aged fourteen at the time.

H&H: What are your rallying career 
aspirations and goals?
JB: My dream is to navigate a driver 
in the WRC. In a way it is a goal, but 
it isn’t very easy to achieve it and it’s 
better to call it a dream. I am working 
hard for it, but one also needs to know 
a lot of infl uential people. Rallying is like 
a religion for me; I will give it my best. 
Let’s see what will happen in future...

H&H: What are your most 

Cutting her teeth in the highly-competitive German rally 
championships, this young female rally co-driver will 
be stepping onto the world stage for 2010. The talented 
co-driver is humble and modest in her ways, but do not 
underestimate her dedication and passion for rallying. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS’ “Ladies in Rallying” campaign 
would like to introduce you to Josefi ne Beinke...

JOSEFINE BEINKE: THE INTERVIEW

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by Josefi ne Beinke
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memorable moments in rallying?
JB: One of my most memorable 
moments is of my very fi rst rally. I 
remember everything about this day, 
just as it had been yesterday. It was a 
great day. 
 When I look back on my three 
years of rallying thus far there is another 
memorable moment: Once last year 
I navigated for Christian Riedemann, 
and it was a very great and impressive 
experience with a good result, the best 
in my career so far. 
 I also remember some sad 
moments. In one rally I competed in 
with my father, our brakes failed. We 
were really lucky that things didn’t turn 
out worse and we didn’t crash. It was 
great fortune! 
 Fortunately, there are more 
joyful moments so far in my career, but 
one should never forget that rallying is 
the combination of both.

H&H: What makes a co-driver a co-
driver? What are the characteristics 
and traits that are needed for this 
role?
JB: The most important thing is self-
belief for a co-driver as well as for a 
driver and for the team as a whole.  
 Not everyone can be a co-
driver; as a co-driver, you must be at 
the right place at the right time. That 
also means that you must have a good 
feeling for rhythm in the car, as well as 
speed. 
 The pre-event work is as 
important in the rally as a good job. A 
good and useful preparation is the fi rst 
step towards a good result. One could 
say that the co-driver has to work like 
an invisible hand. That’s not easy every 
time, but it’s necessary.

H&H: The role of the co-driver is 

often overlooked in motorsport 
media. A competent co-driver is as 
necessary as a competent driver to 
set fast stage times.... What is your 
recipe for success?
JB: That’s right. As a co-driver you can 
work very hard, but in motorsport media 
you will never be as important as your 
driver. 
 My recipe for success? I am 
working hard, trying to make a good 
job in and around the rally car. There is 
nothing more I could do. 
 A driver will be the more 
important one in the media all the time. 
But, I don’t mind. It’s okay. Otherwise, I 
would sit in a rally car as a driver instead 
of navigating.

H&H: As a co-driver you have the 
best view of the rally action…
JB: ...you’re right. I have a very good 
view of the rally action. It’s very 
impressive to sit in the rally car, while 
a lot of spectators cheer for you. Really 
great! On the stages I don’t have so 
much time to notice what’s happening 
beside the road, of course. Co-driving is 
a really great view of the rally action!

H&H: As a female, and a young one 
at that, how do you fi nd the other 
competitors treat you at events in 
this male-dominated sport?
JB: That’s a very good question! But, 
I would say I am not treated different 
from the male or older competitors. 
Rallying is like a big family and in my 
fi rst season there were a lot of nice 
co-drivers who helped me. You’re never 
alone, everyone was a beginner once. 

H&H: Who do you follow in the 
WRC? Are you, as a co-driver, able 
to learn much from watching them?
JB: I wouldn’t say that I am following 
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someone specifi c in the WRC. The WRC 
is the way it is. 
 In recent years I was more 
interested in the junior drivers, so I 
followed the J-WRC. Some of them 
are so young, but very good drivers. 
To come back to the question: as Kimi 
Raikkonen is going to compete in the 
WRC, I am now more interested in it. I 
followed Kimi when he competed in F1. 
It’s a great decision for him and the WRC 
will thank him.

H&H: Who do you respect in 
rallying?
JB: I really respect Michele Mouton. It 
was really great what she did in her 
rally career. She had a very good speed 
and held the pace of the male drivers. 
Michele showed that a female driver 
would be able to become world rally 
champion as well, but unfortunately she 
didn’t in the end. Nevertheless Mouton is 
admirable.

H&H: The glory days of the current 
WRC cars are numbered. From 2011 
they will be running S2000-spec 
rally cars. What are your views on 
this?
JB: These days the WRC is a fi ght 
against Ford and Citroen. All the other 
manufacturers weren’t able to build 
a competitive car. Now, as it was 
offi cial that the WRC cars won’t be 
part of the WRC in 2011, more and 
more manufacturers plan to build a 
competitive S2000-spec rally car. It 
seems as the S2000 cars will make the 
Championship more interesting again.

H&H: What is your favourite event 
on the calendar, and why?
JB: The rally I like most in Germany 
is the Rally Koln-Ahrweiler. This is 
a rally for historic cars. Its a very 
special atmosphere with a ceremonial 
start in front of vineyards and a lot of 
spectators. 
 The concept of this rally is like 
in the good old times of rallying. So, fi rst 
of all, the stages are kept secret and you 
have got the possibility to work on the 
car after every stage at the roadside. 
 I really enjoyed it, but this year 
it seems that I am not able to compete 
in this rally again. Unfortunately it’s on 
the same date as Wales Rally GB, but I 
think that’s a great replacement!

H&H: Motorsport in Germany is very 
popular. With a number of highly-
talented German rally crews, the 
events must be highly competitive. 
Who are your biggest rivals?

JB: Yes, there are a lot of good German 
rally crews. With my father I competed 
in a lot of rallies last year. In the Heide-
Oste-Pokal, one of our biggest rivals, 
has been Axel Potthast/Elmar Pernsch 
competing in a Ford Escort RS2000. 
They were really fast and won the fi ght 
against us in the end. Unfortunately we 
weren’t able to compete in all rallies 
counting towards this championship, 
because we suffered technical problems. 
But, we are happy with our fi nal result. 

H&H: Who did you co-drive for in 
2009? What car and class did you 
compete in?
JB: In 2009, I navigated for my dad 
Jurgen Beinke in a good old Opel Kadett 
C Coupe Historic Group 2. We competed 
in numerous rallies and it was a great 
year, although there were some rallies 
we had to retire from due to technical 
problems. That belongs to rallying as 
well. 
 Twice last year I navigated for 
Christian Riedemann in a Citroen C2R2. 
It was a very great experience with a 
nice result!

H&H: Who are you going to co-drive 
for this year?
JB: This year will come a little change. 
As I navigated for my dad in the last 
three years, I am going to co-drive for 
Christian Riedemann this year. It worked 
out very well last year twice; I think it 
will be a great year!

H&H: When you are not in the seat 
of a rally car, what do you enjoy 
doing?
JB: I’m still a school girl, and that’s a 
big part of my life, so in a lot of my 
free time I am studying for the exams. 
As well as learning, fi tness and mental 
training are very important for me. This 
takes a lot of time and the reason is very 
simple: as a co-driver you need to be 
very fi t and must be able to concentrate 
over a long time. So the fi tness and 
mental training is very usefully. You see, 
I spend a lot of time for rallying, but I 
never forget that rallying isn’t my only 
future. Education is very important, and 
that’s something I don’t forget.
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Monte Carlo is famous for its casino, and 
I think its rally takes its ethos from that 
landmark as to my mind the rally is just 
one big gamble. But, like all gambles, 
when it pays off and you survive to the 
other end, maybe even the winning end, 
then the thrill and exhilaration are what 
makes it all worth the gamble.
 The 2010 rally was the 
second time the event was part of the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge, and 
the difference this brings to the historic 
event after it’s more recent WRC format 
and the route restrictions that brought. 
I was competing on this rally with Daniel 
Barry in his Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution 
IX and his family-run team. Monte was 
undoubtedly our biggest challenge yet, 
and when the event started on Tuesday 
night for the prologue stage already we 
had three diffi cult days of mountainous 
recce behind us. 
 However, the prologue stage 
was solely a timed 8km run just to 
determine the start order for the 
following day and as we sat on the start 
line we were in a defi nite mindset of 
just to treat the stage as our shakedown 
and test all in one cautious 8km run. 

The fi rst 1,6km of the stage was wet, 
slippy tarmac and then the road climbed 
up into a forestry tarmac road that 
was 100% hard packed snow and we 
knew caution was needed from there 
on. It seems we were right but even we 
underestimated just how much caution 
was needed as when we got there one 
of our competitors had ran out of luck 
there and after a moderately heavy 
crash had blocked the road. So we 
and our fellow Irish competitor Eamon 
Boland and two other group N cars 
found ourselves blocked for a number 
of minutes until the road was cleared at 
which point we drove with a slow pace 
to the fi nish knowing that any timing 
would be irrelevant now and all we could 
do was try breed some familiarity with 
the conditions. Happily, the organisers 
recognised that we had been hindered 
by the accident and awarded us a 
notional time that meant we would start 
the fi rst stage at number 33 on the road 
in accordance with our door number.
 The road section to SS1 was 
long and was punctuated by a service 
stop for tyres only. Having spoken by 
phone to out Ice Note crew, Craig Breen 
and Karl Atkinson, we elected to go for 
a tarmac tyre choice as opposed to a 
winter tyre (which is designed to cope 

The 2010 Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC)
season opened with the famous and iconic Rallye 
Monte Carlo this past weekend. Co-driving for 
Daniel Barry in the Barry Motorsport Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution IX, Irishman Martin Brady 
recounts his rally experiences EXCLUSIVELY in 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS.

FROM THE STAGES OF MONTE CARLO:  
MARTIN BRADY’S REPORT, PART ONE

Story by Martin Brady
Pictures by Barry Motorsport

Barry and Brady: 2009 Results
Mitsubishi Ralliart UK Evolution Challenge
27 - 28 Feb: Rallye Sunseeker - 1st
20 - 21 Mar: Brick & Steel Border Counties Rally - 1st
18 Apr: Pirelli Tour of Cumbria - 2nd
8 - 9 May: Manx National Rally - 1st
30 May:Severn Valley - 1st
18 Jul: Swansea Bay Rally - 1st

Daniel Barry Profi le:
Age: 24
Home Town: Enniskerry, Ireland
Team: Barry Motorsport 
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with snow) or a studded tyre for the ice 
conditions. We were to learn that no 
matter what choice you take in Monte, 
you will always feel like you have the 
wrong tyre at some point. Stages have 
a combination of ice sections, snowy 
corners and normally wet tarmac so 
any choice will be a compromise and 
you simply must trust the word of your 
advance crew and take the tyre that you 
feel plays the best percentage game and 
will cope with the bulk of the conditions 
and then you drive with suitable restraint 
in the sections where you fi nd yourself 
on the unsuitable tyre. 
 So SS1 dawned and it was 
exciting to take a brief moment in the 
queue for the start line to appreciate 
that we were at last about to start 
the rally that we had spent so many 
days and weeks preparing for. The 
stage started on a uphill climb and as 
the stage continued to wind its way 
skywards the ice patches were becoming 
more frequent, we simply drove to our 
notes and the additional information 
given to us by our ice crew and we 
perhaps must have found the right 
rhythm as about 8km into the stage 
we caught the preceding car (another 
group N Mitsubishi of a local driver). 
To his credit, he moved over to let us 
past at the earliest opportunity and we 
continued on, but it was to be a process 
we were to repeat on almost every other 
stage of the rally catching cars much to 
our detriment but that’s the drawback of 
international timing. 
 We headed for SS2 knowing 
there was less ice but more fog so with 
it being a 45km stage it was certain to 
be a challenge. We caught two cars on 
this stage and, unfortunately, it was in 
narrow parts of the stage so it was much 
more time consuming to pass and its 
also unfair on the drivers that we were 
passing as it surely upsets their rhythm 
too.
 After a quick service in Vals les 
Bains we returned out on the stages to 
repeat the loop and complete the fi rst 
leg. It may sound like a short day, but 
with over 144 stage kilometres it was 
signifi cantly longer than any national 
rally we would normally tackle in the UK 
or Ireland, so we had quite a bit of work 
left. SS3 went fi ne and we were now in 
a steady 31st overall and seventh of the 
conventional turbocharged N4 cars, so 
the future was promising. That was until 
disaster struck on the long SS4: with 
18km still to go, the gearbox exploded 
and left us with no drive in anything 
other than third or fi rst gear. It was 
an unexpected and violent bang, and 
it seemed hopeless and our rally was 
surely over. However, we have a never-
give-up attitude even in the face of the 
bleakest of mechanical situations and 
we got to the end of the stage slowly 
and mostly freewheeling, and then from 
the stop car of the stage we got the car 
jammed in fi rst gear and than proceeded 
to attempt the road section of over 
80km back to service in Valance. 
 At that time in the car we 
were thinking it would just be a matter 
of when the gearbox would jam solid 
not if it would jam. Also there was the 
stress we were placing on the engine 

driving at max revs in fi rst gear but we 
kept going and faced into the seemingly 
impossible. What was our saving grace 
in many respects was the enthusiasm of 
the spectators as in many traffi c jams 
in towns the spectators understood we 
were driving wounded and in heavy 
traffi c simply pulled over out of our way. 
For this we were grateful as I know 
every second of this road section was 
going to count. Miraculously we did 
make it back and our team were waiting 
at the service entrance clearing the 
crowds so we could enter unimpeded, 
and I literally leapt from a still moving 
rally car and dived like a dramatic 
footballer towards the timekeepers’ table 
and had the card on the table just barely 
in the dying seconds of our second 
minute of lateness (which, regrettably, 
meant a 20 second penalty), but we 
were just amazed and relieved to be 
there at all.
 Now we faced into a 45 minute 
service where the gearbox could be 
changed. Our team of mechanics are 
close knit and ultra-professional and 
with a methodical calm effi ciency they 
set to work at an impressive pace. 
Such perhaps was our dramatic entry 
to the service area that a large crowd 
had gathered and they were watching 
with relish the drama unfold as the 
mechanics battled with the wounded 
gearbox. Within no time the troublesome 
gearbox was out on the ground and the 
new unit was being coaxed in. For Daniel 
and I we sat in the relative warmth and 
comfort of the truck as we rued with 
mixed emotions how lucky we were 
to still be in the rally, but at the same 
time how unlucky we were to have been 
kicked down the leaderboard with a loss 
of over 8min to those whom we had 
been setting comparable times with up 
to that point. We had fallen from 30th 
overall down to 39th in one fell swoop, 
but as the team had the car back to full 
health with still almost ten minutes of 
service time available, and to rapturous 
applause from spectators and members 
of rival teams alike, we prepared to 
put the car into Parc Ferme knowing 
that perhaps the fi ght had gone out of 
our rally and now more than ever we 
just owed it to ourselves and the team 
to make it over the fi nish ramp. Just 
looking at the massive gaping hole in 
the side of our gearbox showed us that 
it was nothing short of an engineering 
miracle that we had made it back the 
long journey to service so perhaps some 
luck was on our side. 



FEATURES

This year a four-wheel drive Hino 
500 Series truck crewed by Teruhito 
Sugawara and Seiichi Suzuki fi nished 
seventh overall, but importantly won 
both the production truck and under 10-
litre engine capacity class awards.
 Only 28 trucks out of an original 
fi eld of 52 (54%) completed the event, 
which was slightly better than the 52% 
fi nishing rate for the full fi eld of 362 
motorcycles, cars and trucks. 
 The only trucks that beat the 
Hino were specialised racing trucks 
from Russia (three Kamaz crews), the 
Netherlands (two Ginafs that use a 
number of DAF components) and the 
Czech Republic (one Liaz crew). 
 A total of 11 different makes 
of truck were represented on the 2010 
Dakar Rally.
 Hino Motors, of Japan, 
once again competing as Hino Team 
Sugawara, was represented by two 
trucks driven by the father-and-son 
team of Yoshimasa Sugawara, aged 
68, and his son, Teruhito (37). The 
elder Sugawara was competing in the 
Dakar Rally for the 37th consecutive 
time, with his 26th participation having 
been featured in the Guinness Book of 
Records as the longest entrant ever in 

the history of the world’s toughest race.
 Unfortunately Yoshimasa and 
his co-driver, Katsumi Hamura, were 
disqualifi ed this year when a damaged 
exhaust brake mechanism blocked the 
outlet, causing a severe loss of power 
that resulted in the team shortcutting 
the route to get to the overnight halt by 
the time limit. This meant they missed 
the 12th checkpoint on the day’s route 
and were subsequently disqualifi ed.
 The next day the team was able 
to change its racing number for a Press 
vehicle number and was then allowed 
to continue to the end of the event 
as a back-up vehicle to the class- and 
category-winning Hino 500 Series of the 
younger Sugawara.
 The successful Hino 500 Series 
is powered by an 8-litre J08C six-
cylinder intercooled turbo-diesel engine 
that develops 260 horsepower and 
745Nm of torque. It weighed 7 000kg 
gross. Back-up support for Hino Team 
Sugawara was provided by a 6x6 Hino 
700 Series truck.
 Hino entered the world’s most 
gruelling motor sport event for the fi rst 
time in 1991 and achieved a unique 
1-2-3 overall clean sweep in the truck 
division in the 1997 Dakar-Agades-Dakar 
Rally. This feat had not been achieved 
previously and has not been achieved 
since.

Hino continued with its impressive showing in 
the Dakar Rally, achieving its 19th successive 
completion of the gruelling event despite never 
having entered more than three trucks in the two-
week long event. 

HINO IMPRESSES IN DAKAR

Story by Hino
Pictures by Quickpic

Hino’s Dakar Rally record:
• 1991 Paris-Dakar: 4 starters and 3 trucks fi nished 
7th, 10th and 14th. The 4th Hino completed the 
course unoffi cially, as the driver had to be replaced 
when he was badly injured in a tyre-changing 
accident.
• 1992 Paris-Sirte-Le Cap: 4trucks entered and they 
fi nished 4th, 5th, 6th and 10th in the Camion class.
• 1992 Paris-Moscow-Beijing: 1 starter and 1 fi nisher, 
in 6th position.
• 1993 Paris-Dakar: 1 starter and 1 fi nisher, in 6th 
place.
• 1994 Paris-Dakar-Paris: 1 starter and 1 fi nisher, in 
2nd place.
• 1995 Granada-Dakar: 1 starter and 1 fi nisher, in 
2nd place.
• 1996 Granada-Dakar: 1 starter and 1 fi nisher, in 6th 
place.
• 1997 Dakar-Agades-Dakar: 3 starters and 3fi nishers, 
in 1st, 2nd and 3rd places – a feat never achieved by 
any truck maker previously or since.
• 1998 Paris-Granada-Dakar: 1 starter and 1 fi nisher, 
in 3rd place.
• 1999 Granada-Dakar: 1 starter and 1 fi nisher, in 4th 
place.
• 2000 Dakar-Cairo: 1 starter and 1fi nisher, in 5th 
place.
• 2001 Paris-Dakar: 2 starters and 1 fi nisher, in 2nd 
place.
• 2002 Paris-Madrid-Dakar: 1 starter and 1 fi nisher, in 
3rd place.
• 2003 Telefonica Dakar: 1 starter and 1 fi nisher, in 
5th place.
• 2004 Telefonica Dakar: 1 starter and 1fi nisher, in 
5th place.
• 2005 Telefonica Dakar: 2 starters and 2 fi nishers, in 
2nd and 5th places.
• 2006 Lisbon-Dakar: 2 starters and 2 fi nishers, in 5th 
and 7th places.
• 2007 Lisbon-Dakar: 2 starters and 2 fi nishers, in 9th 
and 13th places.
• 2008 Lisbon-Dakar: The race was cancelled.
• 2009 Dakar Argentina-Chile: 2 starters and 2 
fi nishers in 14th and 26 positions.
• 2010 Dakar Argentina-Chile: 2 starters and 1 
fi nisher in 7th position. Winner of the Production Truck 
Category and under 10-litre engine capacity class. The 
2nd Hino Team Sugawara entry was disqualifi ed for 
missing a check-point.
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A new event also appears on the 
calendar for the fi rst time with off road 
racing returning to Bloemfontein, the 
city of roses, for the fi rst time in many 
years. The Bloemfontein 400 in October 
replaces the Eastern Cape 400.
 “Because of the 2010 FIFA 
World Cup there is a moratorium on 
motorsport events from early June 
through to the middle of July and that 
forced a rethink in terms of traditional 
dates,” said MSA Off Road Car Racing 
Commission president Richard Schilling. 
“We have also adopted a policy of 
trying to schedule race dates that take 
into account major events and climatic 
conditions in various regions.
 “Climatic conditions have seen 
the Toyota Dealer 400 in Mpumalanga 
and the Carnival City 400 on the East 
Rand brought forward, the Toyota 1000 
Desert Race has been put back because 
it falls in the World Cup window and the 
Bloemfontein 400 coincides with the 
Rose Festival in the city.”
 The season again kicks off with 
the Adenco 400 in the Western Cape on 
19 and 20 March, and is followed by the 
Toyota Dealer 400 in Lydenburg on 16 
amd 17 April. In recent years the Toyota 
race has traditionally been run at the 
end of the season.
 The Sugarbelt 400 in KwaZulu-
Natal on 21 and 22 May leads up to 
the break for the 2010 FIFA World Cup. 
Hostilities will resume on 16 and 17 July 
with the Sun City 400.
 The Carnival City 400, an 
event with the reputation of being a 

“rainmaker”, has been brought forward 
to 27 and 28 August and will be followed 
by the Toyota 1000 Desert Race on 24 
- 26 September. The Botswana race is 
normally run in June but defers to the 
World Cup.
 The fi nal two events of the 
season are the Bloemfontein 400 
on 22 anmd 23 October and the 
RFS Magaliesberg 400 on 19 and 20 
November. Apart from taking off road 
racing back to the Free State, the 
Bloemfontein 400 will also provide teams 
with major fi nancial saving in terms of 
travel costs.
 “The calendar changes have 
provided a little additional spark to 
what promises to be another highly 
competitive season in the Production 
and Special Vehicle categories,” said 
Schilling. “We are delighted to have 
Bloemfontein on the calendar, and in 
the various regions we again have a 
championship that makes off road racing 
easily accessible to both enthusiasts and 
new converts.
 “A number of races this year will 
also incorporate regional championship 
events that are the nursery of the 
future, and the outlook for our sport is 
again one of extreme optimism.”
 Schilling added that additional 
interest would be generated by the usual 
pre season “musical chairs” with driver 
changes, crews switching between the 
Production and Special Vehicle classes 
and new machinery.
 The opening event of the 
season, the Adenco 400, is again based 
in Darling on the West Coast of South 
Africa.

The calendar for this year’s Absa Off Road Championship has 
undergone a major facelift with the Soccer World Cup and a 
change in policy by the MSA Off Road Car Racing Commission 
leading to a reshuffl e of events.

FACELIFT FOR OFF-ROAD CALENDAR

Story by www.saoffroadracing.co.za
Pictures by Motorpics

2010 ABSA Off-Road Racing 
Championship Calendar:
01) 20 Mar: Adenco 400 (Western Cape)
02) 17 Apr: Toyota Dealer 400 (Mpumlanga)
03) 22 May: Sugarbelt 400 (KwaZulu-Natal)
04) 17 Jul: Sun City 400 (Northern Province)
05) 28 Aug: Carnival City 400 (Gauteng)
06) 25 Sep: Toyota 1000 Desert Race (Botswana)
07) 23 Oct: Bloemfontein 400 (Free State)
08) 20 Nov: RFS Magalies 400 (Gauteng)
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IRC: RALLYE MONTE CARLO
19 - 23 January 2010

Mikko Hirvonen snatched the lead of the 
rally early on in the event and held onto 
the top spot of the rally’s leaderboard 
unchallenged to claim his fi rst win in 
this historic motorsport event. The BP 
Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team’s 
number one driver showed his immense 

talent and mature temperament this 
past weekend, keeping a proverbial 
cool head despite the pressure placed 
on his 29-year-old Finnish shoulder to 
not only win the Rallye Monte Carlo 
but to also claim M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta 
S2000’s debut victory. Hirvonen didn’t 
have it all easy on his way to sipping 
the winner’s champagne and grabbing 
the silverware on the podium, as he had 

Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen have given M-Sport’s 
Ford Fiesta S2000 a debut victory on the legendary and 
spectacularly challenging opening round of the 2010 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), the Rallye Monte 
Carlo.

MONTE CARLO MAGIC FOR MIKKO

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by www.rally-irc.com



to fend off WRC rival Sebastien Ogier/
Julien Ingrassi (in a Peugeot 207 S2000) 
and IRC regular and one of my favourite 
crews Juho Hanninen/Mikko Markkula 
(Skoda Fabia S2000).
 Ogier was out this year to 
repeat his performance of 12 months 
ago to win the event once more, and he 
came within striking range of Hirvonen 
on the fi nal loop of stages after a 
determined and brave drive throughout 
the rally. Sadly, misfortune struck the 
former Junior World Rally Champion 
on the road section to the penultimate 
stage: damage caused by hitting a 
snowbank reduced his Peugeot 207 
S2000 to a colourful spectators’ car as 
he was forced to retire from the rally. 
For Juho Hanninen and his Skoda Fabia 
S2000, this opening round of the IRC 
has stood him in good stead for a shout 
at the IRC Championship title come 
November.
 This the 78th edition of the 
Rallye Monte Carlo proved to be as 
riveting and exciting as events of 
previous years. With the aid of Rally 
Radio yours truly was able to follow the 
event live and listen to the sounds of the 
thumping engines while commentator 
and personality Colin Clark interviewed 
the drivers after each stage. Live 
streaming from the stages added to the 
excitement of the rally, as TV channel 
Eurosport aired 14 hours of incredible 
live action… 
 As was predicted and expected, 
the weather for this event was lousy for 
tourists going to Monte Carlo, but for 
the rally enthusiasts it added a degree 
of challenge to the mix in only a way 
the Monte Carlo can. Rain and snow fell 
throughout the event, and some crews 
even had to slow their pace as low 
clouds reduced visibility to dangerous 
levels making for tough going for the 
less brave drivers further down the 
leaderboard: black ice and snow patches 
caught many a crew unawares.
 Hirvonen made a dream 
competition debut for the M-Sport-built 
Ford Fiesta S2000 by laying claim to 
the overall lead with a 41,9s advantage 
over the rest of the fi eld at the end 
of the opening leg of the event. 2009 
IRC Champions Kris Meeke/Paul Nagle 
(Peugeot 207 S2000) fi nished the fi rst 
leg second overall, even though he 
adopted a cautious approach to these 
opening stages. Meeke’s smooth style is 
a pleasure to witness, especially from an 
onboard camera shot.
 After Jan Kopecky/Petr 

Stary (Skoda Fabia S2000) suffered 
a puncture close to the start of SS1 
that cost the pair over three minutes 
and dropped them out of the top ten 
overall classifi cation, Juho Hanninen/
Mikko Markkula were left to head the 
Skoda works team’s effort for this event. 
Kopecky clawed his way to 12th overall 
at the overnight halt, and was feeling 
confi dent of breaking into the top ten.
 Last year’s event winner Ogier 
had closed to within 4,9s of Hirvonen 
after the two opening stages in the 
morning, but after he skidded on a patch 
of snow on SS3 and damaged his right 
front wheel after hitting a snowbank 
(and losing 01min 30s in the process), 
his hopes of fi ghting for the rally victory 
were dashed. Ogier, however, showed 
tenacity in the remainder of the day’s 
stages and so started his climb back up 
the leaderboard. At the close of Leg One, 
he was lying in fi fth place overall and 
01min 51s adrift of Hirvonen’s lead.
 Surprise sensations were Toni 
Gardemeister (Abarth Grande Punto 
S2000) and Portuguese rallying star 
Bruno Magalhaes (Peugeot 207 S2000) 
who were proving to be threats to the 
bigger teams on the opening leg and 
both were targeting podium places for 
their Monte efforts. Former Subaru World 
Rally Team driver Stephane Sarrazin 
reached the overnight halt in eighth 
position, despite his earlier puncture 
that added three minutes to his rally 
stage time. He was lying in second place 
at one point in the day, and all rally 
fans sighed deeply as we all rued the 
punctured that put an abrupt end to 
what would have been a very interesting 
fi ght for podium positions…
 Sarrazin, Kopecky and Ogier 
were not the only drivers to suffer in 
the opening leg of the rally. In fact, 
they were fortunate enough to reach 
overnight Parc Ferme. Of the 58 crews 
that took to the start of the rally, only 46 
made it to the overnight halt.
 The young Frenchman Ogier 
started the second leg of the rally with 
three stage wins, powering from fi fth 
place overall the previous evening to 
third place behind the Skoda Fabia 
S2000 of Hanninen at the end of Day 
Two’s rally action. Ogier complained 
that the end of the day’s stages that 
on the last of the three opening stages 
he received a split time that was faster 
than they had recorded. Ogier and 
co-driver Ingrassi assumed they were 
setting the pace and backed off in order 
to avoid making unnecessary mistakes 
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but they then drove too cautiously than 
they should have. Mikko Hirvonen, 
who approached the morning’s opening 
stages with caution but still suffered a 
puncture at the end of the second stage 
of the day to drop him 40s, was still 
able to hold onto his overnight lead of 
the rally and extend it by a handful of 
seconds to 47,7s.
 The black ice and snow caught 
Meeke unawares only 1km into the day’s 
fi rst stage, resulting in him having to 
retire from the event. Meeke gambled 
on his tyre choice, opting to run on half 
studs while the rest of the top runners 
were using full studs.
 Hanninen gladly inherited 
Meeke’s second spot on the podium, 
but he felt he could have been closer 
to fellow Finn Hirvonen for the fi nal 
day’s stages than the 47,7s on the 
leaderboard. Admitting to driving 
too aggressively on the fi nal stage of 
Day Two’s stages had cost Hanninen 
a few seconds, but highlighted his 
determination.
 Sarrazin’s Monte was beginning 
to look as if it was plagued by ill luck: 
after the puncture on Leg One cost 
him over three minutes, he slid into a 
snowbank on Leg Two and lost a further 
two minutes.
 For the event’s fi nal stages, 
including the famous and iconic Col de 
Turini stage, all Hirvonen was looking for 
was a clean run of the stages to secure 
his fi rst Rallye Monte Carlo victory and 
to claim M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta S2000s 
debut victory. 
 Ogier pushed his Peugeot 207 
S2000 to its limits in the treacherous 
weather and changing surface 
conditions, and managed to reel in 
Hirvonen to within 38,s. On the road 
section to the penultimate stage, Ogier’s 
car cried enough, and forced him out of 
the event that brought him such success 
12 months before. This handed the 
Finnish WRC driver his fi rst IRC victory. 
The 29-year old Hirvonen has gained 
invaluable experience driving on the 
slippery and changeable asphalt roads 
of Rallye Monte Carlo, but it is a much 
needed boost for his confi dence for 
his 2010 WRC title campaign that has 
gained the most I feel.
 The other fl ying Finn this past 
weekend, Juho Hanninen, held a steady 
second position at the start of the day 
but fell behind Ogier on the fi rst stage of 
Friday evening’s loop when his choice of 
winter tyre proved too conservative for 
the conditions that were drier in parts 
than expected. 

 Stephane Sarrazin was the top 
Peugeot 207 driver home in fourth place. 
After losing time with a puncture and 
a crash into a snowbank earlier in the 
event, Sarrazin had an anxious wait at 
the fi rst service halt in Monaco on the 
fi nal day while his PH Sport mechanics 
rushed to replace a broken front 
differential. Their efforts were rewarded 
when he set the fastest stage time on 
SS13, despite the lack of a functioning 
fi rst gear. He was quickest again on the 
last stage of the event, just to show his 
pace and remind all of what a rally it 
could have been.
 Jan Kopecky, the runner-up 
in last year’s IRC Drivers’ standings, 
dropped out of fi ght for the victory as 
a result of a puncture on the very fi rst 
stage of the rally. A second puncture on 
Day Two set him back further down the 
leaderboard, but he fought back to move 
into the top ten and then he muscled his 
way into fi fth place overall. With Meeke 
crashing his Peugeot 207 S2000 out of 
the event, this now places Kopecky in a 
strong position for the future of the IRC 
season.
  Guy Wilks made it four Skoda 
Fabia Super 2000s in the top six, with 
a solid drive to sixth overall (a result 
that will surely bring a smile to the 
Skoda bosses’ faces). Wilks commented 
after the event that he made poor tyre 
choices and combined with his lack of 
experience driving his new Skoda Fabia 
S2000, he was disappointed he was not 
able to fi ght for a higher position on the 
results sheet, although he achieved his 
aim of a points fi nish.
 Portugal’s Bruno Magalhaes 
and Frenchman Jean-Sebastien Vigion 
completed the points scorers with 
seventh and eighth respectively in their 
Peugeot 207 S2000s.
 Clio R3 European Trophy 
competitor Kris Princen won the IRC 
2WD Cup (and placed 11th overall) 
after surviving a puncture on fi nal loop 
of stages of the rally. Young Corsican 
rising rally star Pierre Campana took 
an impressive second in class on his 
Rallye Monte Carlo debut after making 
repairs to a broken water expansion tank 
following the penultimate stage. 
 The 2010 edition of the Rallye 
Monte Carlo, and the opening round of 
the new season of the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge, got off to a thrilling and 
dramatic start. This is rallying!

Final IRC Rallye Monte Carlo 
Classifi cation:
01) M.Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen  - 04hr 32m 58,5s
02) J. Hanninen/M. Markkula +        01m 51,4s
03) N. Vouilloz/B. Veilas +        03m 19,1s
04) S. Sarrazin/J-J. Renucci +        07m 25,5s
05) J. Kopecky/P. Stary  +        08m 48,7s
06) G. Wilks/P. Pugh  +        09m 24,5s
07) B. Magalhaes/C. Magalhaes +        09m 45,4s
08) J-S. Vignion/S. Prevot +        13m 33,5s
09) J. Orsak/K. Vajik  +        21m 16,6s
10) A. Jereb/M. Kacin  +        25m 26,1s



MERC: QATAR INTERNATIONAL RALLY
21 - 23 January 2010

With new stages in the south of Doha 
included in this year’s event, and a 
competitive fi eld of 32 crews, it was 
seven-times Qatar International Rally 
winner Al-Attiyah and co-driver Giovanni 
Bernacchini who were favourites for 
victory once again.
 The 14 Special Stages are 
notoriously challenging on cars and any 
mistakes on the route were punished by 
tyre punctures.
 Qatar’s Nasser Al-Attiyah 
pushed his brand new Ford Fiesta S2000 
hard on Day One of the event, winning 
six of the eight stages. In second place 
was Khalid Al-Qassimi, only 32,65s adrift 
and poised to strike Al-Attiyah on Day 
Two.
 SS1 of the 14 scheduled for 
the event went the way of Nasser Al-
Attiyah/Giovanni Bernacchini. By posting 
the fastest stage time, a slender 1,9s 
quicker than Al-Qassimi/Orr, and had 
already set a very hot pace for the rest 
of the rally. Behind the two leading Ford 
Fiesta S2000s was Al-Marri (40s adrift 
of the leader) and Al-Ketbi (30s behind 
Al-Attiyah).
 On SS2 Al-Attiyah extended 
his lead to 6,5s over Al-Qassimi, and 
Al-Ketbi and Al-Marri in third and fourth 
place respectively. 
 “It has been a good start, but 
I am still getting used to the gear shift 
and being in the best gear,” said Al-
Qassimi. “In the softer stuff you feel the 
car crying out for another gear and that 
is costing me time. I just need to get 
used to everything.”
 The impressive debut of 
the Ford Fiesta S2000s continued as 
Al-Attiyah extended his lead to 10,6s 
through SS3 and reached the second 
service after four stages with a 32s 
advantage over Al-Qassimi.
 Al-Qassimi suffered a fl at tyre 
and Attiyah added three seconds to his 
lead after SS5; both Ford Fiesta S2000s 
continued to edge away from the rest 
of the fi eld and Al-Qassimi was quickest 
through SS6 to reduce Al-Attiyah’s 
overall lead to 33,5s.
 On SS7 Al-Qassimi posted the 
fastest stage time, beating Al-Attiyah by 
6,4s. Through the fi nal stage of Leg One, 
SS8, Al-Attiyah upped his pace even 
more, and regained the lost handful of 
seconds from SS7. At the close of Leg 
One, Al-Attiyah was 32,6s ahead of the 
chasing fi eld.
 Taking its toll on the 
competitors, only 25 of the original 32 
crews took to the fi rst stage on Leg Two, 
SS9. A total of seven cars were classifi ed 
as running under SupeRally regulations.

In this opening stage of the day, Al-
Attiyah lost the rally lead as his Ford 
Fiesta succumbed to a puncture that 
cost him a little over 03min. This handed 
Al-Qassimim the stage win and the 
outright lead of the rally with a 02min 
49,1s cushion over his nearest rival.
In typical Al-Attiyah fashion (that was 
highlighted by his second place overall 
fi nish in the Dakar 2010), he fought 
back in SS10. It was the turn of Al-
Qassimi to suffer the misfortune of a 
puncture: the fl ailing tyre and damage 
to the wheel broke the brake caliper and 
the disc, resulting in him limping through 
the stage with only three brakes. Al-
Qassimi had to drive through SS11 with 
this problem before being able to rectify 
the damage at the Service Park. Adding 
to Al-Qassimi’s unfortunate situation, 
Team Abu Dhabi’s rally manager Ron 
Cremen confi rmed that neither his team 
nor Ken Skidmore’s operation, who 
are running Nasser Al-Attiyah, had the 
necessary spare parts needed in Qatar 
to fully repair the Ford Fiesta S2000, and 
Al-Qassimi was running on a wing and a 
prayer through SS11.
 Surprisingly, Al-Qassimi was 
fastest through SS11, and Al-Attiyah lost 
15,6 to Al-Qassimi through that stage. 
This resulted in Al-Qassimi enjoying a 
59,8s advantage over Al-Attiyah at the 
end of SS11.
 The fi nal three stages of the 
Qatar International Rally, which saw the 
stage’s roads deteriorating due to the 
previous passes of the rally, saw another 
change of leader. Al-Qassimi’s mechanics 
had blocked off his offending brake line 
in service, but a puncture in SS12 cost 
him over 04min and moved Al-Attiyah 
into the rally lead with an 03min 05s 
lead going into the fi nal two stages of 
the event. Al-Ketbi stopped on the road 
section after the stage with oil leaking 
from the gearbox and Al-Marri was 
promoted to third.
 The broken stage surface 
eventually claimed Michel Saleh and 
Al-Qassimi and ended the fi ght for the 
overall win. Al-Qassimi was carrying 
two spare tyres after the service, but 
he punctured again on two occasions 
in unlucky SS13 and was unable to 
continue without a third spare wheel. His 
demise handed second position to Al-
Marri and ensured that Al-Attiyah began 
the fi nal stage with an overall lead of 
10m 21s. “There was no way that stage 
should have been run again,” said Al-
Qassimi.
 There were no late dramas 
for Al-Attiyah and he held on to take a 
convincing victory, securing his eighth 
consecutive Qatar International Rally 
victory and ushered in a new era of 

S2000 rallying in the Middle East Rally 
Championship.
 “It has been three weeks of 
highs and lows with the second place 
on the Dakar and now this fantastic 
victory in Qatar,” said Al-Attiyah. “I 
knew it would not be easy today. It was 
impossible to push hard. It was a matter 
of making no mistakes and hoping you 
did not lose too much time with tyre 
problems. I have a busy programme this 
year and will not be able to take part 
in all the Middle East rallies, so it was 
important that I got the 10 points here.”
 Rashid Al-Ketbi/Khaled Kendi 
(Skoda Fabia S2000) held third position 
for much of the rally, but a gearbox oil 
leak sidelined their car on SS12. this 
promoted the Qatar Rally Team’s Misfer 
Al-Marri/Nicola Arena (Subaru Impreza 
WRX STi) into third place overall and 
they were then able to seize second 
place overall as Al-Qassimi was forced 
out of the running after his unfortunate 
series of punctures.
 Hamed Bin Eid Al-Thani clinched 
the fi nal spot on the podium to record 
his best-ever MERC rally performance 
since the 1990s.
 The rest of the top ten of the 
leaderboard had an unlikely look to it: 
Team Abu Dhabi’s Ahmed Al-Mansoor 
and Majed Al-Shamsi achieved career-
best fi nishes of fourth and fi fth overall, 
but neither drivers is registered for 
Middle East championship points. 
Britain’s David Scialom avoided most of 
the trouble to claim sixth position in his 
Subaru Impreza.
 Jordanian Amjad Farrah had his 
own fair share of mechanical problems 
and punctures. He fi nished seventh and 
was the fourth championship-registered 
fi nisher. Qatar’s Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari and 
French co-driver Denis Giraudet claimed 
eighth, while Kuwait’s Mufeed Mubarak 
and Essam Al-Nejadi completed the top 
ten.

Kickstarting the eight-round FIA Middle East Rally 
Championship, the Qatar International Rally was a 
fi erce tussel between the two Ford Fiesta S2000s 
of Nasser Al-Attiyah and Khalid Al-Qassimi.

AL-ATTIYAH WINS IN QATAR

Story by Evan Rothman

Final Qatar Rally Classifi cation:
01) N. Al-Attiyah/G. Bernacchini - 02hr 29m 38,5s
02) M. Al-Marri/N. Arena      + 06m 26s
03) S. Al-Thani/A. Mohammad     + 13m 07s
04) A. Al-Mansoori/K. Duffy      + 18m 02,9s
05) M. Al-Shamsi/A. Harryman           + 18m 06,8s
06) D. Scialom/T. Mathiasd     + 25m 26,8s
07) F. Amjad/N. Al-Majali      + 26m 54,9s
08) A. Al-Kuwari/D. Giraudet     + 27m 08,1s
09) M. Mubarak/M. Al-Nejadi     + 28m 00,1s
10) E. Al-Nejadi/A. Al-Shraa     + 28m 24s



USRC: NEW YORK WINTER RALLY 2010
24 - 25 January 2010

New York Winter Rally is an entirely 
new winter event. It takes place on 
the private roads at the 12,500-acre 
Ten Mile River Scout Reservation in 
Narrowsburg, with headquarters at Villa 
Roma Resort and Conference Center in 
Callicoon, New York. It is the only rally 
in recent memory and the only National 
Championship rally in North America that 
allows studded snow and ice tyres.
 The tyre studs were put to 
good use as the roads were covered 
with frozen snow and a lot of ice. The 
conditions were very diffi cult. At one 
point on the afternoon of Day Two, 
some main roads in the area were 
closed by the police because of ice on 
the roads caused by light freezing rain. 
However, the rally continued on time 
and all scheduled special stages were 
completed.
 Tom Lawless, the 2005 United 
States Rally Champion and a participant 
in the FIA World Rally Championship 
Rally Ireland, with Dominik Jozwiak, 

an experienced co-driver from Long 
Island, New York, won the rally in 
their Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX. 
The second place was taken by Enda 
McCormack and Tommy Doyle also in 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX. This 
was McCormack’s best performance of 
his driving career. Doyle travelled to 
the event from Ireland. The winners in 
the two-wheel-drive category and third 
overall were Claudiu David and Mihaela 
Beldie in a Team O’Neil Mazda 3. This 
team, based in Romania, has previously 
competed in three FIA World Rally 
Championship events.
 Celsus Donnelly and Bernard 
Farrell in Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution 
VIII were leading at the end of the 
fi rst day after a drive of their lives. The 
rally ended up for them in a heartbreak 
when their transmission failed on the 
way from Parc Ferme on Day Two and 
they fi nished under SupeRally rules. 
Another performance of note was the 
drive by Timothy Osterman and Joseph 
Sinkevich. This pair of engineering 
students recently built their Subaru WRX 
STi. They fi nished fourth overall on their 

fi rst event in these diffi cult conditions.
 Another heartbreak was 
experienced by the team of Michael 
Reilly and Josh Benthien in Ford Focus, 
who are the 2009 USRC Production Cup 
Winners. After outstanding performance 
in their two-wheel-drive car, they were in 
the fourth place overall, second in two-
wheel-drive, until it was discovered that 
they failed to present their car at a time 
control and had to be disqualifi ed by the 
Stewards.
 Daniel O’Brien and Brendan 
McCabe, who took second place in the 
2009 USRC, withdrew because of co-
driver’s family emergency, when running 
near the top of the fi eld. Joseph Burke 
and Mark McAlister retired from the third 
place after an accident on Sunday.
 The upcoming Rally New York 
USA on 16 - 17 April, a tarmac event 
that is the second round of the United 
States Rally Championship, will be based 
in Walton, New York. Racing will take 
place in Walton and in Monticello, New 
York.

The New York Winter Rally 2010 ended in 
Narrowsburg, New York this weekend. The two-
day event was round one of the United States Rally 
Championship (USRC). Each day was a separate 
round of the New York Rally Championship.

LAWLESS WINS IN NEW YORK

Story by Rally New York Media
Picture by Neil McDaid

Final Winter Rally New York 
Classifi cation:
01) T. Lawless/D. jozwiak  - 01hr 42m 28,1s
02) E. McCormack/T. Doyle - 01hr 45m 47,2s
03) C. David/M. Beldie  - 01hr 50m 29,4s
04) T. Osterman/J. Sinkevich - 02hr 00m 04,2s
05) J. Carven/K. Carven - 02hr 00m 12,7s
06) A. Wickline/E. Hansen - 02hr 08m 40,2s
07) C. Donnelly/B. Farrell - 02hr 16m 37,7s
08) E. Detota/J. Smith  - 02hr 18m 43,0s
09) M. Gottlieb/A. Gager  - 02hr 27m 19,8s
10) M. Cosgrove/B. Obry - 02hr 33m 53,8s

2010 USRC Calendar:
02) 16 - 17 Apr: Rally New York USA
03) 15 - 17 Jul: Idaho Rally
04) 27 - 28 Aug:  Gorman Ridge Rally 
05) 09 - 11 Sep: Rally New York
06) 01 - 02 Oct: Prescott Rally



RA: SNO*DRIFT RALLY
29 - 30 January 2010

Starting tomorrow and ending on 
Saturday, the event is staged in and 
around Atlanta, Michigan. Held in the 
middle of winter in northeastern lower 
Michigan, this part of the state sees 
more snowmobiles and Elk than rally 
cars where fresh snow and glazed ice are 
always to be expected.
 The 2010 edition of the 
Sno*Drift Rally consists of 20 
Special Stages, totaling 211,71km of 
competitive distance and total event 
distance of 477,63km.
 Bucking the current trend in 
motorsport events, Sno*Drift Rally has 
attracted 35 percent more entrants 
than last year’s event, which is an 
encouraging sign for USA motorsport 
and Rally America.
 Rally America has undergone 
a signifi cant and exciting change to 
its format for this season. Last year 
there nine events on the Rally America 
calendar plus the invitational X Games 
15. For this year there will be six forest 
events plus X Games 16, and to further 
boost the visibility of Rally America 
and promotion of the sport, three new 
European-style rallycross events after 
X Games 16 will be hosted all based in 
Southern New Jersey.
 A new factory-backed team 
has also joined the Rally America series, 
under the vision of Action Sports and 
web video icon Ken Block. Block, a 
co-founder of the iconic Action Sports 
brand DC Shoes, has fi nished as high 
as second in the Rally America National 
Championship and last year fi nished 
fourth running for the Subaru America 
Rally Team based in Vermont.
 For this season, Block has 
put together his own rally team and 
will be setting his sights on the world 

stage. The Monster World Rally Team 
(MWRT) will compete with a Ford Fiesta 
at Sno*Drift, and the team will then set 
their focus on WRC Rally Mexico in March 
for the team’s fi rst of several World Rally 
Championship events with a Ford Focus 
RS WRC09.
 With the four-times Rally 
America Champion targeting another 
victory for the Subaru Rally Team USA, 
Travis Pastrana’s Subaru Impreza WRX 
STi will be the machine to beat once 
again this year. Dave Mirra has moved 
up to the top class of Rally America and 
will be hoping to emulate his team-mate 
Pastrana’s skills behind the steering 
wheel this year.
 Former Canadian and North 
American Rally Champions Antoine 
L’Estage and his co-driver Nathalie 
Richard have committed to running 
the entire Rally America championship 
in a Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX, a 
third factory-supported effort in the 
championship
 Returning for 2010 is the 
2009 Rally America Super Production 
champion Jimmy Keeney who won 
the title in the last event of 2009 by 
one point over 2008 Super Production 
champion Patrick Moro.
 Also returning for 2010 is 
the 2009 Rally America Production 
champion Dillon Van Way, a 17-year-old 
who learned enormous speed from his 
Ford Focus last year on his way to his 
championship.
 This weekend’s event will 
undoubtedly provide close rally racing... 
Read next week’s issue of HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS for a full event review.

The fi rst round of the highly thrilling Rally America 
championship begins this weekend with the 
Sno*Drift Rally, a traditional “bad weather” event.

NEW SEASON FOR RALLY AMERICA

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by Lorne Trezise / Rally America

2010 Rally America calendar:
01) 29 - 30 Jan: Sno*Drift Rally
02) 26 - 27 Feb: 100 Acre Wood Rally
03) 24 - 25 Apr: Olympus Rally
04) 14 - 16 May: Oregon Trail Rally
05) 04 - 05 Jun: Susquehannock Trail Rally
06) 16 - 17 Jul: New England Forest Rally

Able Planet sponsors Rally America:
Able Planet joins the Rally America team as a 
Contingency Sponsor of the 2010 Rally America 
National Championship to provide fi nancial support 
to the organisation and award valuable prizes to this 
year’s competitors who will be eligible to receive 
a wide range of award-winning headphones and 
headsets with Able Planet’s patented technologies that 
provide superior sound quality and speech clarity.
 Kicking off the 2010 Rally America 
National Rally Championship season, 2009 Super 
Production National Champion Jimmy Keeney returns 
to defend his title with new co-driver Jason Grahn 
as they gear up to compete in this year’s Sno*Drift 
Rally in northern Michigan. Driving the Able Planet 
Super Production Rally Car, a 2007 Subaru Impreza 
WRX STi, the Keeney/Grahn team plan to enhance 
last year’s strategies that helped Jimmy and Melissa 
Keeney win the 2009 Rally America Super Production 
Championship. 
 “As a leader in audio and communication 
devices, Able Planet is an important sponsor of the 
2010 Rally America National Championship,” said Paul 
Giblin, Director of Business Development for Rally 
America, Inc. “The company’s “i am able” campaign 
that challenges all people to overcome personal 
obstacles to lead more active lifestyles is ideally suited 
for action sports, like performance rally.  Together, 
Rally America and Able Planet can show our fans that 
“It Is Possible” to set new standards of performance, 
and we’re proud to have them involved in the Rally 
America National Championship for 2010.”
 “Able Planet is a proud supporter of Rally 
America, and the Sno*Drift Rally is an ideal venue for 
champions like Jimmy Keeney, Travis Pastrana and 
Dillon Van Way to show the world what they are able 
to do in extreme environments,” said Able Planet CEO 
Kevin Semcken. “While some may say that sponsoring 
action sports are perfectly suited for communicating 
our company’s mission, we do it simply because we 
love to watch them drive!”
- Credit: Rally America



FINLAND: ARCTIC LAPLAND RALLY
28 - 30 January 2010

Not to detract from the signifi cance of 
this event, or the challenges it produces 
for competitors, all eyes will be focused 
on Finland’s latest WRC driver Kimi 
Raikkonen in his shiny Citroen C4 WRC.
 Less than two weeks before the 
WRC Rally Sweden, the opening round 
of the 2010 World Rally Championship, 
the Arctic Lapland Rally will provide 
rally enthusiasts and spectators with 
memorable rally action.
 Staged in and around the town 
of Rovaniemi, best-known as the home 
of Father Christmas in the Arctic Circle, 
the weather is cold this time of year. 
Temperatures can dip well below -20˚C 
while the sun only rises at 10h00 and 
sets at 15h00 again...
 The rally is run over two days, 
the fi rst being tomorrow. With 12 
stages to challenge crews, the route 
takes in 214 competitive kilometres of 
snowbanks, icy roads and muddy tracks.
 The most prominent names on 
the rally’s entry list are Kimi Raikkonen 
and Dani Sordo (Citroen C4 WRCs), 
along with notable Finnish rally crews. 
Joonas Lindroos/Jouni Lampinen (Subaru 
Impreza WRX STi), Jarkko Miettinen/
Mikko Lukka (Skoda Fabia S2000), 2009 
Pirelli Star Driver crew Jarkko Nikara/
Petri Nikara (Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution 
IX), Polish rally star Michal Solowow/
Maciek Baran (Peugeot 207 S2000), 
former F1 driver Mika Salo and co-driver 
Mika Ovaskainen (Renault Clio R3) and 
WRC BP Ford Abu Dhabi WRT driver Jari-
Matti Latvala wil be contesting the event 
in the Historic Class in a Ford Escort RS 

with co-driver Jari Jyrikiainen.
 Dani Sordo and Marc Marti, 
this event will serve them well to get 
the pairing back into rally action after 
a three-month break. “Time has been 
dragging a bit since the end of October, 
so I’m really looking forward to starting 
a rally again,” said Sordo. “Up to now I 
have only taken part in fi ve events on 
ice and snow. By racking up a few more 
kilometres on this specialised surface 
before Sweden, I’ll be able to increase 
my experience in these conditions. I love 
driving on ice, but I feel that I still need 
to step up a gear in order to challenge 
the top drivers on snow events. There 
is only one winter rally on the WRC 
calendar this year, and I intend to be as 
well prepared for it as possible!”
 For his new team-mates 
Raikkonen and Kaj Lindstrom, this will be 
their fi rst competitive outing in a Citroen 
C4 WRC. “I got to know the C4 a little bit 
during a test session close to the Citroen 
Racing workshops,” reported Raikkonen. 
“This rally is a very good opportunity for 
me to work with the team in competitive 
conditions and continue my learning 
curve with the car. I took part in this 
rally last year with Kaj and as the route 
is largely the same I think that could 
help us a bit.”
 "This experience will be as 
useful to the team as it will be to the 
individual crews,” concluded Benoit
Nogier, Citroen Racing Technologies team 
manager. “Kimi will drive a C4 WRC in 
identical specifi cation to the one that 
he will race over the rest of the season. 
Similarly, the crew of technicians in 
Rovaniemi will remain on his car for the 
remainder of the year.”

With snowbanks building in the lead-up to the 
event this weekend, the Arctic Lapland Rally will 
make for invaluable last minute preparations for 
the WRC Rally Sweden early next month.

ARCTIC CIRCLE HEATS UP

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by Citroen Racing




