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The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

2010 to be Petter “Hollywood” 
Solberg’s last season in WRC?
Former World Rally Champion Petter Solberg has warned that 
the 2010 WRC season could be his last, says www.wrc.com.
 Running his own programme this year, as he did in 
2009, the Norwegian has assembled a team he believes will 
give him another chance of repeating his 2003 title win. But 
with fi nances tight, Solberg, 35, has only now been able to 
confi rm a full season in his new Citroen C4 WRC.
“It’s been hard work, I must say,” said Solberg. “But after 
being away from my wife and son for two months, and after a 
lot of phone calls with Citroen, we have come to a very good 
plan. We will do the whole championship and I really hope to 
have a proper fi ght with the big boys and the manufacturers.”
 “I’m ready, and at least I have one chance now. You 
never know, maybe it’s the last year that I’m doing this. Who 
knows? These are tough times. So I’m going to put in every 
effort I can. I’ve been pushing myself very hard - I’m the 
lowest weight I have been since been I was 17!”
- Credit: www.wrc.com

Irishman Daniel Barry to contest 
more IRC events in 2010
Daniel Barry is planning to enter a rally in the United Kingdom 
or Ireland in order to stay match fi t ahead of his next 
appearance in the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC).
 Barry, who fi nished 21st overall on his debut in the 
series on Rallye Automobile Monte-Carlo last month, isn’t due 
to contest an IRC event until the Geko Ypres Rally in Belgium 
from 24 - 26 June.
 The Mitsubishi Lancer driver said: “Ypres is the next 
event. There is a big gap until then so I will probably fi t a small 
rally in between to keep our hand in.”
 Barry said the Monte Carlo event had proved a tough 
start to his IRC campaign, especially after he was forced to 
complete a 100-kilometre road section with only fi rst and 
second gears after the gearbox blew on the fourth stage of the 
rally.
 “It was the toughest test of endurance I’ve ever 
experienced,” Barry said. “I’ve done entire rallies that were 
shorter than the 45km stage on leg one. The longest straight 
in that stage was about 200m, so there was no let up from 
start to fi nish. Anyone who got to the fi nish deserved a medal.”
 After Ypres, Irishman Barry is due to contest a further 
four IRC events, including the Tarmac rallies in Czech Republic 
and Italy and the gravel-based RAC MSA Rally of Scotland.
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com

 Along with his co-driver, Frederic Miclotte, Freddy 
Loix will be driving a Skoda Fabia Super 2000. This high-
performance car will be prepared by the Rene Georges Rally 
Sport team (RGRS;www.renegeorges.be).
 Loix said: “I’m very happy with my new car and my 
new sponsor because it is not easy to fi nd a partner to help 
you. BFO is a Belgian company so I will also do some Belgian 
championship events.
 “I only have good experiences of the Rene Georges 
team. Although I have not driven the Skoda yet, I have been 
speaking to a lot of people who say it’s an easy car to drive. I 
think it can be a very interesting season for me,” he added.
 The BFO-Skoda Rally Team will participate in the 2010 
Belgian Championship Rally and the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC). The complete schedule will be announced in 
the coming weeks.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

Al Qassimi to continue WRC campaign  
with BP Ford Abu Dhabi WRT in 2010
BP Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team, with Emirati driver 
Sheikh Khaled Al Qassimi, launches its 2010 FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC) campaign on the snow covered trails of 
Rally Sweden this weekend, according to www.wrc.com.
 The sub-zero temperatures of northern Scandinavia 
will present the ultimate contrast to Sheikh Khaled’s homeland 
where he’ll leave pleasant winter temperatures of 25 Celsius, 
but he’s determined to turn on the heat in this opening round 
of the WRC season.
 “I am excited about the start of the season. I haven’t 
had the chance to get behind the wheel much over the last 
couple of months, so I am itching to get back into the drivers’ 
seat, “ commented Al Qassimi. “The most important thing is 
for me to keep progressing and getting better by the end of 
each year. I realise the conditions will be tough – but that’s 
part of the challenge which I relish.”
 The Emirati rally ace fi nished the 2009 Championship 
in 12th place, making him the UAE’s highest ever WRC 
points scorer. This accolade was hard-won by Al Qassimi, his 
commitment provided Team Abu Dhabi with two eighth places, 
and his best result to date, sixth at the Acropolis Rally. This 
season will see his increased confi dence being used to push for 
even more points, taking the Abu Dhabi name with him as he 
competes across the globe.
 As the only snow rally in the WRC, Rally Sweden 
will be a true spectacle, throwing up new challenges to 
competitors. In contrast, Rally Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi’s 
candidate WRC event due to be staged at the end of this year, 
will take teams through undulating sand dunes, under the 
ever-present sun.
 “As Rally Sweden captures the atmosphere of 
northern Scandinavia, so Rally Abu Dhabi will encapsulate the 
uniqueness of our diverse landscape and demonstrate our 
capacity to successfully stage major international events,” 
commented Ahmed Hussein, Deputy Director General, ADTA 
- which is behind the Abu Dhabi World Rally Programme and 
is the WRC’s destination partner. “Rally Sweden is a major 
milestone in our motor sport year. It is hugely important 
for the team, and for Khaled, and we are confi dent their 

Freddy Loix signs with BFO-Skoda 
Rally Team for 2010
In collaboration with the BFO Family Offi ce, the largest 
independent fi nancial service in Belgium, Skoda Import 
Belgium is again involved in rallying for 2010.
 The new team is called the BFO-Skoda Rally Team and 
uses the experience of fi ve times winner of the Ypres Rally, 
Freddy Loix.
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Tom Watson to kickstart busy season 
on Wyedean Forest Stages Rally
19-year old Tom Watson is eagerly looking forward to his fi rst 
full season of rallying and plans to use this weekend’s Wyedean 
Forest Stages Rally as a shakedown ahead of what will be a 
very busy year for the Swansea, Wales-based rally driver.
 Watson, who only began competing in February 
2009, will contest the MSA Welsh Gravel Championship, the 
Fiesta Sporting Trophy and the country’s premier series, the 
2010 MSA British Rally Championship. On top of this, the TRT 
Welding Service-backed driver will also contest a selection of 
international rallies in Europe during the year.
 The ex-motorcross rider will begin his season with the 
same Ford Fiesta ST that he used in 2009, but will upgrade 
to the newer and more nimble Ford Fiesta R2 during the fi rst 
half of the year. As well as chasing championship points on 
this weekend’s event, Watson will also use the rally to become 
accustomed to his new co-driver, Paul Morris. Morris has a 
wealth of experience in Fiestas and it is hoped that the pairing 
will reap dividends in 2010.
 “I’m really looking forward to getting back in the rally 
car, especially if it is going to be icy – the Fiesta is such a well 
sorted car to drive,” said Watson. “I received a bare shell for a 
new R2 rally car for Christmas and so will start building that in 
the next few weeks.”
 “I want to use the Wyedean to work on my left-foot 
braking as, having only been rallying for less than a year this 
is one area that I know I can still improve in.
 The Wyedean Forest Rally is the opening round 
of both the BTRDA Rally Series and the MSA Welsh Gravel 
Championship. The action gets underway from Chepstow Race 
Course on Saturday 13 February
- Credit: Geoff Mayes Media

coffers, with an additional spin-off in that it exposed the area 
as a tourist destination.
 “It is a community effort but there are major role 
players like local landowners Piet Rabie, Paul Mare and 
Neil Englebrecht who do a wonderful job liaising with other 
landowners and helping with route planning,” Erasmus said. 
“Bringing the race forward has posed a few problems, but 
nothing we cannot handle.”
 Roets said this year race headquarters, the 
designated service point and the fi nish would all return to the 
Lydenburg Rugby Club. The start, however, will again be from 
outside Lydenburg Toyota, in Voortrekker Street, and is again 
expected to draw a big crowd of enthusiasts.
 “Planning for the route is well underway, and so 
far there are no problems,” said Roets. “We are keen on 
establishing a clover leaf course and are working along those 
lines.
 “The region offers great possibilities in terms of 
different terrain and, whatever the fi nal outcome, it is going 
to be a route that will provide competitors with a demanding 
test.”
- Credit: MSA Off Road Car Racing Commission

RALLY CAR FOR SALE: TOYOTA RUNX CLASS A7
2008 Season National Rally Championship Class winner. Excellent condition. Car 
plus Basic spares package = R400 000.00. Full spares package is R500 000.00, and 
includes spare rolling Body and simply too many spares to mention. 
Please phone Chris De Wit on 083 284 1085.

Toyota Dealer 400 Off-Road Race 
planning is already underway
A change in date has necessitated the organisers of the Toyota 
Dealer 400, round two of the Absa Off Road Championship on 
16 and 17 April, to move into fast forward mode.
 The event, in previous years the penultimate race of 
the season, fell in a high fi re risk window that often proved 
problematical. That issue has been alleviated by bringing 
the event forward, but it has placed a heavy burden on the 
organisers.
 “We have had to expedite matters somewhat,” said 
race director Adri Roets. “Fortunately most of the systems are 
already in place and only need to be fi ne tuned.
 “On top of that Fanie Erasmus and his team at 
Lydenburg Toyota have over the years built up a great 
relationship with farmers, landowners and members of the 
community. This is important for the success of events, and it 
has made our job a lot easier.”
 Fanie Erasmus Snr. said the event was fi nancially 
important to Lydenburg and to Mpumalanga. The race 
generated millions of Rands to Lydenburg and Mpumalanga 

Sunoco has joined British Rally 
Championship as control fuel
 The MSA British Rally Championship has announced that 
Sunoco will be the offi cial controlled fuel supplier to the 
Championship for at least the next two years.
  Two options of fuel will continue to be available, a 
specially blended super unleaded “pump” specifi cation and an 
FIA specifi cation 102 octane, with the former being the control 
fuel for this year’s BRC Challenge.
  In keeping with the MSA championships commitment 
to improvements in rallying’s environmental impact, the fuel 
will be supplied on events in a safe, controlled location by 
a Sunoco appointed agent. The agreement will mean that 
competitors continue to enjoy the excellent service, a safer 
environment, a level playing fi eld and a quality product at 
a competitive price. Sunoco will also provide testing of fuel 
samples after each event and supply a chemist to carry out 
spot checks. Competitors will get unique access to the Sunoco 
website to pre-order their fuel for each event.
  BRC Manager Mark Taylor said, “We made a 
commitment four years ago to improve the safety and tighten 
the sporting regulation on the use of racing fuels. We are 
delighted to have agreed a new two year deal with Sunoco 
which will provide fi rst class products and service to our 
customers.”
  Anglo American Oil Company Anders Hildebrand 
commented, “We are thrilled to have secured the fuel contract 
for BRC and very excited to be involved in the top UK rally 
championship. We will continue to provide our renowned level 
of service combined with excellent products from Sunoco race 
fuels to ensure that we provide BRC with a stable platform on 
which to grow.”
- Credit: www.rallybrc.co.uk

campaign, and ours, will get off to a tremendous start in 
Karlstad.”
- Credit: www.wrc.com
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Petter Solberg, who is about to start his 
150th WRC event this weekend, is happy 
to fi nally present the new look of his 
team and the car in Sweden. 
 “We wanted to do something 
different this year, and you have to 
admit - it catches your eye,” says Petter 
Solberg. 
 The new colors on the rallycar 
and truck are mainly red and yellow. 
  The team has been testing in 
Sweden and Norway before the event, 
and is well prepared for the Swedish 
stages. 
 “We have done a lot of testing 
before this rally, and I’m sure that with 
this car, we will be fi ghting in the top,” 
Petter Solberg says. “2010 is the year I 
really believe I have the tools to be able 
to fi ght at the very top again. I have 
kept dreaming about this opportunity 
for such a long time and we have all 

put in very, very long hours to make it 
happen. With fantastic support from our 
sponsors we have been able to get the 
budget together, enabling us to get the 
equipment to fi ght for wins.”
 “We are just as committed as 
ever and have never given up the hope 
to reach the top again,” said co-driver 
Phil Mills. “After a few days testing in 
Sweden and Norway, we are now as 
prepared as we can get, and we look 
forward to the WRC season 2010.”
 “We are a small team compared 
to the manufacturers but we have a 
massive amount of passion and will 
try very seriously to do our best in 
preparing everybody in the team for 
winning,” said team manager Ken Rees. 
“We will continue where we left off last 
year, and look forward to a successful 
season with the new car.”
- Credit: www.pettersolberg.com

The former World Rally Champion has secured 
a 2009-spec Citroen C4 WRC for the 2010. With 
backing from committed sponsors, Petter Solberg 
has a fi ghting chance for the Championship.

RARING TO GO: PETTER REVS UP

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by www.pettersolberg.com

Petter Solberg World Rally Team
Private team, owned by Pernilla and Petter Solberg
Car: Citroen C4 WRC, 2009 spec.
Driver: Petter Solberg
Age: 35
Co-driver: Phil Mills
Age: 46
Team Manager: Ken Rees
Results: World champion in 2003, 13 WRC wins (last 
win in Wales 2005)
 
2010 World Rally Championship 
Calendar
Rally Sweden: 12 – 14 February
Rally Mexico: 5 – 7 March
Rally Jordan: 1 – 3 April
Rally Turkey: 16 – 18 April
Rally New Zealand: 7 – 9 May
Rally Portugal: 28 – 30 May
Rally Bulgaria: 9 – 11 July
Rally Finland: 29 – 31 July
Rally Germany: 20 – 22 August
Rally Japan: 10 – 12 September
Rally France: 1 – 3 October
Rally Spain: 22 – 24 October
Wales Rally GB: 12 – 14 November
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The governing body of international 
motorsport, the FIA, has modifi ed the 
points system used for the World Rally 
Championship for 2010. This change 
in the system will allow the top ten 
fi nishers to score points.
 With this new system, with 
more points awarded for a win, and with 
the new points’ scoring system taking 
effect this weekend in Sweden, here are 
the new points allocations:
1st: 25 points
2nd: 18 points
3rd: 15 points
4th: 12 points
5th: 10 points
6th: 8 points
7th: 6 points
8th: 4 points
9th: 2 points
10th: 1 point
 Decided by the FIA earlier 
this week, after the matter was put 
to a fax vote of competitors, this rule 
was ratifi ed, adopted and approved by 
the members of the World Motor Sport 
Council.
 The new point’s system would 
not have affected the outcome of the 
2009 WRC Championship battle between 
Sebastien Loeb (Citroen Total World 
Rally Team) and Mikko Hirvonen (BP 
Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team). 
With points for a win now standing at 
25 points instead of the 10 points of 
previous years, the 2009 Championship 
would still have been won by Loeb. 
Here’s how the 2009 season would have 
looked with the 2010 system points 
shown in brackets:
01) S. Loeb 93 (229)
02) M. Hirvonen 92 (220)
03) D. Sordo 64 (151)
04) J-M. Latvala 41 (104)
05) P. Solberg 35 (86)
06) H. Solberg 33 (86)
07) M. Wilson 28 (76)
08) S. Ogier 24 (61)
09) F. Villagra 16 (44)
10) C. Rautenbach 9 (36)

Bringing the FIA World 
Championship points 
systems into line, the 
WRC sees a signifi cant 
change for 2010.

WRC POINTS 
SYSTEM 
OVERHAULED

Story by Evan Rothman

Peter Horsey was using the Eldoret 
Rally to try a new pacenote system. The 
new system appeared to work well as 
Horsey and Matovu were immediately 
in the thick of the overall battle, and by 
fi rst service were comfortably inside the 
top three. A puncture mid-way through 
the fi fth stage forced the pair to stop 
and change the wheel, which cost them 
precious time but ultimately it was all 
for nothing as the transmission would 
cry enough on the seventh stage, ending 
their strong run.
 “Considering that this was my 
fi rst muddy rally, I am very pleased with 
my performance,” said Horsey. “The car 
was great to drive and you can certainly 
feel the difference that the larger 
restrictor offers.”
 Co-driver Moses Matovu stated: 
“We worked on a new pacenote system 
this weekend, which seemed to suit 
Peter well. We’ve narrowed the gap to 
the top boys and so that is also really 
pleasing; it’s just unfortunate that the 
transmission failed on us.”

 Horsey and Matovu will now 
prepare for their trip to Scotland where 
the pair will attend a training camp to 
ready them for their six rounds in the 
World Rally Championship as the African 
Pirelli Star Drivers crew. Their fi rst World 
Rally Championship appearance will be 
Rally of Turkey in April, but before that 
they will contest the KCB Safari Rally, 
the second round of the Kenyan National 
Championship.

Rising Kenyan rally driver Peter Horsey and his 
Ugandan based co-driver Moses Matovu enjoyed a 
positive start to their 2010 rallying season when 
the pair posted a number of top three times on 
the KCB Biashara Banking Rally in Eldoret, before 
ultimately being sidelined with transmission 
problems. 

TOP AFRICAN CREW READY FOR WRC

Story by Geoff Mayes Media
Picture by Anwar Sidi

Final KCB Biashara Banking Rally 
Classifi cation:
01) C. Tundo/T. Jessop  - 01h 34m 12s
02) I. Duncan/A. Slatch - 01h 36m 05s
03) A. Cavenagh/G. Laurence - 01h 36m 33s
04) B. Chager/R. Sehmi - 01h 36m 53s
05) A. Anwar/K. Shaikh - 01h 39m 48s
06) A. Anwar/J. Ngigi - 01h 40m 05s
07) J. Mangat/C. Buzabo - 01h 41m 56s
08) A. Khan/S. Khan - 01h 43m 19s
09) G. Hajee/K. Acharia - 01h 48m 58s
10) S. Hamad/V. Okundi - 01h 50m 05s
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Kicking off the all-new support World 
Rally Championship series, the 2010 
editon of Rally Sweden will be bustling 
with entries for the various categories 
and championships starting this 
weekend.
 The S-WRC has attracted a 
world class fi eld for its debut season, 
including four FIA champions behind the 
steering wheel of the newest and latest 
S2000 cars available.
 M-Sport recently debuted their 
Ford Fiesta S2000 at the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge’s opening round, the 
Rallye Monte Carlo. With World Rally 
Championship driver Mikko Hirvonen and 
Jarmo Lehtinen in the cockpit, the Ford 
Fiesta S2000 achieved its fi rst victory 
in its competitive debut. This car has 
already proven to be fast straight out of 
the box, and a number of S-WRC crews 
will be looking to add more victories to 
this car’s bow in 2010.
 The other protagonist for this 
series are my favourite, the Skoda Fabia 
S2000, which feature prominently in the 
S2000 Cup. This Czech manufacturer 
has gained considerable knowledge and 
experience in the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge and in domestic European 
rally championships. A strong driver line-
up will provide the arsenal Skoda needs 
to top the Manufacturers’ Championship 
leaderboard in this new series.
 The S-WRC has ten rounds, 
of those drivers must compete in at 
least eight in roder to be eligible for the 
Championship title. 
 Hot favourite for S-WRC title 
honours are Patrick Sandell and co-
driver Emil Axelsson (Skoda Fabia 

S2000). With this event in their home 
country, and their success in last year’s 
snow rally - the Rally Norway - in which 
they won the P-WRC honours, this 
pairing will be a hard act to beat.
 Fellow Scandinavian driver 
Eyvind Brynildsen (also driving a Skoda 
Fabia S2000), who came fi fth in last 
year’s P-WRC Championship fi ght, 
has switched from a Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution X to a Skoda Fabia S2000 for 
2010. In the last outing of the 2010 
P-WRC calendar, the Rally Great Britain, 
he competed in a Skoda Fabia, and was 
clearly very quick.
 M-Sport and Ford have 
snatched up two young chargers for 
their Ford Fiesta S2000. Martin Prokop, 
the 2009 J-WRC Champion and P-WRC 
runner-up will be looking to make his 
presence known in the senior classes 
of world rallying. Like Bernardo Sousa 
(PRT) and Janne Tuohino (FIN), Prokop 
will be driving the new Ford Fiesta 
S2000 in Sweden - the same car Mikko 
Hirvonen won the Monte Carlo rally with 
last month.
 Bernardo Sousa will also be 
powering an M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 
in the snow and ice stages of Rally 
Sweden this weekend, and will be aiming 
to score as many points as he possibly 
can.
 Also entered for the Rally 
Sweden in S2000 machinery are P-G. 
Andersson and Andreas Mikkelson. 
These two drivers are experts in snow 
rallies, and will pose serious threats to 
the S-WRC registered competitors.
 The S-WRC is an exciting 
addition to the World Rally 
Championship, and will add a further 
interesting and entertaining dimension 
to the top echelons of this sport.

Highly-anticipated by rally fans the world over, and 
enthusiastically supported by rally teams, this weekend 
sees the fi rst ever round of FIA’s all-new S2000 World Rally 
Championship (S-WRC). A support round for the World Rally 
Championship, the S-WRC will by no means produce lesser 
rally action. Sweden: be prepared for the S2000s!

S-WRC: BUCKLE UP FOR THE NEW ERA

Story by Evan Rothman
Picture by Red Bull Rallye Team

2010 S-WRC Calendar: 
01) Rally Sweden:   12 - 14 Feb
02) Rally Mexico:   05 - 07 Mar
03) Jordan Rally:   01 - 03 Apr
04) Rally New Zealand:  07 - 09 May
05) Rally de Portugal:   28 - 30 May
06) Rally Finland:   29 - 31 Jul
07) Rally Deutschland:   20 - 22 Aug
08) Rally Japan:   10 - 12 Sep
09) Rallye de France:   30 Sep - 03 Oct
10) Rally of Great Britain:  11 - 14 Nov
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Calculated and cautious driving by Bruno 
Carre and co-driver Yvan Joyal brought 
the pair their fi rst National Championship 
win. “You couldn’t push too hard because 
you would get caught somewhere” 
said a happy Carre at the fi nish. “The 
snowbanks were very small and you 
couldn’t lean on them.”
 Without special studded ice 
tyres, Mathieu L’Estage and Yanick 
Napert were hoping just to stay on the 
road. A cautious approach and skilful 
drive landed them second place overall, 
the highest overall fi nish of their career. 
“I think Bruno and I are the two guys 
who never went off the road today, so 
that was the key to doing well here,” 
said L’Estage, “It’s a good start for the 
season, so now we’ll try and get the car 
ready for Rocky Mountain Rally.”
  Rounding out the podium, Craig 
Henderson and co-driver Lyne Murphy 
had resigned themselves to a mid-pack 
fi nish after getting stuck in a snowbank, 
then stopping to help pull Antoine 
L’Estage back on the road later in the 
day. The good karma must have paid off, 
because the duo found themselves in 
third place at the fi nish.
 Defending champions Patrick 
Richard and co-driver Alan Ockwell of 
the Subaru Rally Team Canada were 
struck with bad luck early in the event. 
The pair left the fi rst stage on a corner 
that later claimed several cars, but 
they were able to get back on the road 
after losing only 02min. In their push 
to reclaim the lost time, they posted a 
string of stage wins before retiring from 
the rally with a mechanical problem.
  Their main rivals, Antoine 
L’Estage and Nathalie Richard looked set 
to repeat last year’s win until they also 
suffered a series of setbacks. A 02min 
lead was dashed when they spun into 
a snowbank on the treacherous Kitigan 
Zibi stage. Mechanical problems followed 
and led to a small fi re that thwarted 

their comeback fi ght on the penultimate 
stage. They fi nished out of the points in 
16th position.
 With the high attrition rate at 
the front of the rally, Leo Urlichich/Martin 
Headland, who are always contenders for 
the podium, led the rally for three stages 
also went off the road. While the incident 
only caused light damage to their car, 
the team took too much time in the ditch 
and fi nished in 13th place.
 With Urlichich and other 
competition by the wayside, defending 
North Americain Rally Cup Champion 
Andrew Comrie-Picard and Jeremy 
Wimpey drove fl at out to try and reel in 
Bruno Carre for the win. Their charge 
ended when they slid off on the road on 
the challenging fi nal stage. The team got 
back on the road, fi nishing the rally in 
12th place.
 With an impressive drive in a 
two-wheel drive car, Jon Nichols and 
Carl Shenk beat a lot of high-powered 
all wheel drive cars to a sixth place 
overall fi nish. The series veterans hadn’t 
competed in a two-wheel drive car since 
2006, but drove hard to make up for the 
lack of traction, fi nishing nearly 06min 
ahead of their closest two-wheel drive 
competition.
 The championship battle will 
resume at the Rocky Mountain Rally 
near Calgary, Alberta in May. New faces 
on top of the championship standings 
should bring a lot of teams out west for 
the second round of the championship. 
 The Canadian Rally 
Championship is comprised of six 
events held nationwide in a season that 
extends from February to November. The 
series is presented by Subaru Canada, 
supported by Yokohama Tire Canada 
and features contingency programs from 
Subaru Canada and Mitsubishi Canada. 
The Canadian Association of Rallysport 
(CARS) is the offi cial sanctioning body 
for rallying in Canada.

2010 Canadian Rally Championship 
Calendar
02) 27 - 29 May: Rocky Mountain Rally
03) 02 - 03 July: Rallye Baie Des Chaleurs
04) 10 - 11 Sept: Rallye Defi 
05) 01 - 02 Oct: Pacifi c Forest Rally
06) 19 - 20 Nov: Rally of the Tall Pines

Final Rally Perce Neige 
Classifi cation:
01) B. Carre/Y. Joyal   - 02hr 26m 17s
02) M. L’Estage/Y. Napert  - 02hr 29m 39s
03) C. Henderson/L. Murphy  - 02hr 36m 41s
04) M. Dube/E. Losier   - 02hr 37m 57s
05) M. Bourassa/D. Paquette  - 02hr 38m 12s
06) J. Nichols/C. Shenk  - 02hr 39m 26s
07) S. Hobbs/J-M. Tremblay  - 02hr 39m 29s
08) E. Gaudet/P. Longpre  - 02hr 43m 47s
09) U. Desgreniers/E. Kirby  - 02hr 44m 04s
10) S. Dube/P. Lavigne   - 02hr 45m 25s

CANADA: RALLY PERCE NIEGE
06 - 07 February 2010
Icy conditions and mechanical issues took their 
toll on the fi eld of 54 entrants at the 2010 Rally 
Perce Neige: only 36 cars completed the fi rst 
round of the 2010 Canadian Rally Championship.

TREACHEROUS CONDITIONS TAKE TOLL

Story by www.carsrally.ca
Pictures by Andrew Harvey Photography
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IRELAND: GALWAY INTERNATIONAL RALLY
06 - 07 February 2010

Craig Breen and Gareth Roberts, driving 
the “Kick Energy” Ford Fiesta S2000, 
secured second overall on the Safety 
Direct Galway International Rally. 
 “The result is unbelievable, the 
car only arrived a week ago,” said Breen. 
“We did some testing but you never 
really know until you get competitive 
miles under you belt. Yesterday we were 
on the pace from the start and that gave 
Gareth and I a lot of confi dence. 
 “Before the rally began we 
hoped to be up there with the Group 
N boys, but now looking back over 
the two days to have set times and 
competed with the World Rally Cars 
is just unbelievable. And on the fi nal 
stage yesterday we claimed a fastest 
time, which is unreal for the car and 
ourselves.“
 Before the event there were a 
number of questions about the young 

driver who took rallying by storm in 
his debut season in 2009. As the year 
unfolded everything turned to gold for 
the driver, who just celebrated his 20th 
birthday during last week. 
 After the ceremonial start on 
Friday evening in Oranmore Village, just 
outside Galway City, the rally action 
began on Saturday morning northwest of 
Galway city near the village of Monivea 
under a veil of freezing fog. It was the 
current British Rally Champion Keith 
Cronin who was fastest out of the blocks, 
taking the opening stage by 0,2s from 
Tim McNulty. Gareth MacHale, who was 
fi rst on the road, slotted in at third, 05s 
down on Cronin.
 Breen and Roberts took a 
controlled approach on their fi rst 
competitive stage in the new car and 
were 13s down on the leader.
 After the blistering pace set 
on the opening stage, Cronin’s rally 
came to a premature end on SS2 when 
he crashed out. MacHale took over as 

Craig Breen debuted his Kick Energy-backed Ford 
Fiesta S2000 to a strong second overall fi nish 
in this past weekend’s Safety Direct Galway 
International Rally.

BREEN STEALS LIMELIGHT IN S2000

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by www.rallyprint.com
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leader of the rally with a slender 01,2s 
advantage over McNulty. Alastair Fisher 
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX) recorded 
the second best time through the stage 
and lifted himself to third overall. Breen 
again took the sensible tactic in the 
greasy conditions. 
 On SS3 the lead changed hands 
as McNulty took 03s off MacHale and 
now had a 1,8s lead. Breen start to get 
to grips with the Pirelli-shod Fiesta to 
record the third best time through the 
14,8km speed test. In service, Breen 
said: “The car feels very soft, so the 
crew will stiffen the suspension now for 
the next loop, but this is just minor a 
problem. I’m still getting to know the 
car, and to be in fourth place after three 
stages and just one second off the Group 
N lead of Alastair Fisher is great”.
 Over the second loop the 
Kick Energy Ford Fiesta S2000 was 
transformed by the changes made in 
service, and now Breen was getting 
more confi dent in his approach to the 
stages. 
 The fi ght at the top of the 
leaderboard start to heat up as just 
0,3s separated McNulty and MacHale 
at the end of the second run over SS4: 
McNulty’s lead was now up to 2,1s over 
MacHale. MacHale put the hammer down 
on SS5 and took 05s out of McNulty, 
while Breen posted a stage time 13s 
quicker than his fi rst run and now 
opened the gap on his Group N rival 
Fisher to 15s.
 McNulty clipped the inside of a 
left-hand corner in SS6 and his Subaru 
sustained a puncture that cost him 
over 01m. As the cars entered the fi nal 
service of Day One, Breen was held 
second place with an advantage of 22,6s 
over Fisher in Group N. 
 For SS7 McNulty was the man 
to beat, taking 07s back from MacHale. 
Breen was full of confi dence now, and 
posted a stage time of, just 0,2s off 
Aaron MacHale’s stage-winning time. 
 SS8 saw Gareth MacHale claim 
the fastest time by 01s from McNulty, 
with Aaron MacHale third over the 
13,25km stage and Breen fourth just 
02,5s behind and still holding second 
position overall. 
 Breen fi nished the opening 
day’s rally action with a fl ourish on SS9, 
the fi nal test of Leg One. For the fi rst 
time on Irish soil, the Ford Fiesta S2000 
scored a fastest stage time to round off 
an incredible debut opening day.
 The action for Day Two of 
the rally moved to the Loughrea 
region where six stages awaited the 
competitors. The layout entailed a two-

stage format that was repeated three 
times, taking in 108,9km. 
 The fi rst test of the day was a 
16,3km long test, and after his puncture 
on SS6 Tim McNulty had a 31s defi cit 
to reel in for him to overtake the young 
charger Breen in the Fiesta S2000. 
McNulty attacked by setting the fastest 
time by 0,5s from Gareth MacHale, and 
more importantly, was 07s quicker than 
Breen. The overnight lead that Breen 
enjoyed was now sliced down to 23,8s. 
 On the following stage things 
turned in favour of Breen as he banged 
in the second best time on the stage, 
05s faster than McNulty. 
 On SS12 McNulty repeated his 
fastest stage time performance from 
the morning run to cut 06s from his 
earlier attempt. MacHale and Breen also 
improved their respective times, with 
McHale by 05s and Breen 02s. Breen’s 
lead was thereby further reduced to 
16,9s.
 For the second run of the 
Duniry Stage (SS13), Breen edged 05s 
out of McNulty and improved his stage 
time by 10s. Just before Breen pulled 
away from the fi nish time control, word 
over the radio reported that McNulty 
stopped a few kilometers from the end 
of the stage with a broken gearbox. The 
knock-on effect of McNulty’s demise 
was that Alastair Fisher was elevated to 
third position overall, but was 01m 27,2s 
behind Breen on the overall leaderboard. 
 Entering the fi nal two stages 
of the event, MacHale held a 01m 32,3s 
lead over Breen, while Breen held a 01m 
27,2s advantage over Alastair Fisher so 
the pressure was off. The two leading 
crews both took a sensible approach 
to keep station, and fi nished one-two 
overall for what is a great result for both 
crews.
 Martin Pallot, of Pirelli, 
commented on Breen’s result: “Craig 
has had a fantastic debut on the Galway 
International Rally, the event was always 
going to be a test event in the new car - 
starting steadily and building his speed 
over the weekend. Second place is a 
fantastic result and the stage times have 
been excellent. Craig has been driving 
well within his limits over the weekend, 
building his confi dence in the new car; 
as his confi dence grows and he pushes 
harder the future potential of the team, 
car and tyre package is excellent”.

Final Galway International Rally 
Classifi cation:
01)  G. MacHale/B. Murphy - 02h 13m 55,3s
02) C. Breen/G. Roberts  +       01m 43,0s
03) A. MacHale/E. O’Donnell  +       03m 20,8s
04) A. Fisher/R. Kennedy  +       03m 26,0s
05) K. Barrett/S. Mullaly  +       05m 43,2s
06) A. Ring/A. Deasy   +       09m 06,3s
07) M. Bird/K. Keane   +       11m 47,2s
08) E. Daly/A. O’Connaill  +       12m 37,0s
09) S. Moffett/J. O’Reilly  +       13m 23,2s
10) C. Harvey/G. Callaghan  +       14m 02,8s



WRC: RALLY SWEDEN
12 - 14 February 2010

This, the only pure Winter event on 
the 2010 WRC Calendar, Rally Sweden 
is one of the most specialised events 
in the world. With a number of World 
Champions taking to the start line this 
weekend, this will be one of the most 
dramatic events this season I predict.
 The frozen gravel roads, which 
are wide, fast and fl owing, provide 
the perfect setting for the event in the 
barren landscapes of Sweden’s Varmland 
region. Organisers expect temperatures 
to plummet to -25˚C over the course 
of this weekend. Undeniably, the ice, 
cold and snow place huge demands on 
man and machine alike. The Tungsten-
tipped (with 7mm studs) Sottozero tyres 
supplied by Pirelli bites into the surface 
to provide unbelievable levels of grip. 

The Rally Sweden is, paradoxically, 
one of the fastest events on the WRC 
calendar as the stages have an average 
speed of over 120km/h… This fi gured 
is achieved through the snow banks: 
daring drivers can “lean” their cars into 
the snow banks to slingshot their cars 
through the corner’s apex and to exit 
quickly.
 Based in Karlstad, the event 
also has a single service park in Hagfors. 
The event organisers are pleased that 
57 percent of this year’s stages have 
changed since the event was last on 
the WRC calendar in 2008, although the 
stages have all been used in previous 
editions of the event. Competitors will 
tackle 21 Special Stages to clock up 
345,15 competitive kilometres and a 
total rally distance of 1 879,23km.
 The reigning and six-times 
World Rally Champions Sebastien Loeb 

After a three-month hiatus, the 2010 season of 
the World Rally Championship gets underway this 
weekend with the WRC Rally Sweden.

WHO WILL WILL IN SWEDEN?

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by WorldRallyPics
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2010 WRC Calendar:
01) Rally Sweden:  12 - 14 Feb
02) Rally Mexico:   05 - 07 Mar
03) Jordan Rally:   01 - 03 Apr
04) Rally of Turkey:   16 - 18 Apr
05) Rally New Zealand:  07 - 09 May
06) Rally de Portugal:   28 - 30 May
07) Rally Bulgaria:   09 - 11 Jul
08) Rally Finland:       29 - 31 Jul
09) Rally Deutschland:      20 - 22 Aug
10) Rally Japan:       10 - 12 Sep
11) Rallye de France:       30 Sep - 03 Oct
12) Rally de Espana:       22 - 24 Oct
13) Rally of Great Britain:  11 - 14 Nov
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and Daniel Elena (Citroen Total World 
Rally Team) proved victorious in last 
season’s Winter rally, the WRC Rally 
Norway. “I like starting the season with 
this rally but it looks like the conditions 
are going to be very diffi cult,” said Loeb. 
“You just have to stay on the road, 
which isn’t all that easy when I think 
back to the 2008 rally. My only aim is to 
rack up another world title, but the way 
last season panned out shows that you 
can’t count your chickens before they’re 
hatched!”
 Already having started his rally 
season with the Arctic Lapland Rally, 
and winning it by a considerable margin, 
Dani Sordo and Marc Marti (Citroen Total 
World Rally Team) are looking incredibly 
confi dent for this year’s Championship 
fi ght.  With the aim of helping Citroen to 
claim their sixth Manufacturers’ World 
title for 2010, Sordo and Marti will also 
provide Loeb with the support he needs. 
Sordo may be a dark horse to claim a 
rally victory or two this season…
 “You don’t change a winning 
team so we’re tackling 2010 with the 
same crew as the previous seasons,” 
said Olivier Quesnel, CitroenRacing 
Team Principal. “The fi nal year of the 
World Rally Cars looks like being a great 
one for the World Championship - and 
for Citroen - which has a real dream 
team. The drivers of the fi ve C4 WRCs 
entered this season have all been word 
champions in motor racing: namely, 
Sebastien Loeb, Dani Sordo, Sebastien 
Ogier, Kimi Raikkonen, and Petter 
Solberg with his own team. Diffi cult to 
do much better!”
 Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo 
Lehtinen (BP Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally 
Team) recently won the Rallye Monte 
Carlo, the opening round of the 2010 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge series. 
Hirvonen has publicly stated he needs to 

be more aggressive and brave in his car 
setup and approach to stages. He will be 
the favourite to take the fi ght to Loeb in 
2010, and if he continues to drive as he 
did towards the end of 2009 this season, 
then he will stand a very strong chance 
of being crowned World Rally Champion 
come end of 2010.
 “On occasions I wasn’t brave 
enough to make the decisions I needed 
to with my car set-up or to drive more 
aggressively,” said Hirvonen. “I’ve 
learned from that and this year there will 
be no second thoughts. The difference 
between myself and the title winner last 
year was a single point. That translates 
to tiny decisions on the stages but 
it’s those small things that make the 
difference between winning and coming 
second, and when you’re brave enough 
to take the chances, you can feel the 
difference.”
 Partnered by Jari-Matti Latvala 
and Miika Anttila (BP Ford Abu Dhabi 
World Rally Team), the BP Ford squad 
has a strong line-up for Sweden. Having 
won his maiden WRC event in Sweden 
in 2008, Latvala’s skill on this surface is 
undeniable. He will be looking to provide 
assistance to Hirvonen this weekend, 
and aims to fi nish in the points on every 
round of the calendar for 2010.
 The Citroen Junior Team of 
Sebastien Ogier/Julian Ingrassi and 
Kimi Raikkonen/Kaj Lindstrom provide a 
strong front for the Citroen Racing squad 
in Sweden. Raikkonen has received 
much hype ahead of this event, and with 
a promising outing in the Arctic Lapland 
Rally recently, he should do well to fi nish 
in the points this weekend. Ogier is on 
impressive form at the moment, and will 
have an outside shot at a podium result 
here.
 The Stobart Ford World Rally 
Team has signed on the former double 

World Rally Champions Marcus Gronholm 
and Timo Rautiainen for this event. 
This pairing will join the regular Stobart 
crews of Matthew Wilson/Scott Martin 
and Henning Solberg/Ilka Minor. Solberg 
and Gronholm have been nominated as 
Stobart’s point-scorers for this event.
  “I’m really happy to be driving 
the Ford Focus again; it still feels really 
good to drive,” said Gronholm. “All the 
stages on this rally will be quite diffi cult 
but I hear that there has been a lot of 
snow so there should be some big snow 
banks which will make the conditions 
good. Realistically my aim is for a 
podium, yes it would be fantastic to be 
challenging for the win but that is going 
to be diffi cult after having such a long 
break from the WRC; I will just need to 
wait and see how my speed is.”
 With a 2009-specifi cation 
Citroen C4 WRC, Petter Solberg and 
co-driver Phil Mills will be a force to be 
reckoned with in 2010. His talent and 
skills behind the steering wheel of a rally 
car awe-inspiring to witness, and his 
determination will drive him to a podium 
result this weekend I predict.
 WRC newcomers Ken Block and 
Alex Gelsomino in their Monster World 
Rally Team have grabbed the media’s 
attention so far. The 42-year old USA 
rally driver will have to prove his pace 
here this weekend, but will offer exciting 
rallying for the spectators.
 The World Rally Championship 
for 2010 is here: Buckle up!




