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The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

P-G. Andersson wins Abu Dhabi Spirit 
of the Rally award in Sweden
Swedish rally driver, P-G Andersson has been given the Abu 
Dhabi Spirit of the Rally award in recognition of his outstanding 
performance on his home soil at Rally Sweden – the only snow 
rally in the World Rally Championship (WRC). 
 The young local talent performed to the highest 
standards possible throughout all three Rally Sweden days, 
claiming the fi rst ever win in the Super 2000 (S-WRC) 
category.
 Andersson excelled under the pressure of a home 
crowd. Spurred on by his loyal supporters he not only 
out-performed his peers, winning an unprecedented nine 
consecutive stages, but also recorded faster times than some 
WRC crews, fi nishing in respectable 10th position.
 The Abu Dhabi Spirit of the Rally award, created 
by Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority (ADTA), is presented at 
each WRC round to mark an outstanding feat of leadership, 
integrity, respect or teamwork.
 “P-G and his fan base demonstrated that nothing 
can substitute home support and local knowledge. The young 
Swede excelled on his familiar terrain, taking full advantage 
of his Scandinavian heritage and respectfully rewarding his 
dedicated fans with a triumph.”
 “It is up-and-coming talent and ability such as this 
that we wish to recognise and to urge our own budding 
sportsmen to emulate,” said Ahmed Hussein, Deputy Director 
General, ADTA.
 Andersson, the twice FIA Junior World Rally 
Champion, and now Rally Sweden S-WRC winner, was anxious 
to share the glory with his growing fan club.
 “It’s a great feeling to be appreciated for what you 
are doing, it’s a special emotion,” he said. “The number of 
supporters has been much better than I expected. With no 
Swedish drivers in WRC and me leading the S-WRC, for sure 
they are supporting me and making a difference to how I 
drive.”
- Credit: www.rallysweden.com

Revolution Wheels unveils SRC Junior 
SRC Junior Driver Scheme
Leading UK motorsport wheels manufacturer Revolution 
Wheels have launched a new Junior Driver initiative as part 
of their continuing support of the Hankook MSA Scottish Rally 
Championship.
 The company are offering a fully-funded drive in a 
GpN Subaru Impreza N12 on a round of next year’s British 
Rally Championship, including a full-day’s testing with tuition 
prior to the event.
 SRC “junior” registered competitors - aged under 
23 years as of January 1st this year - will be eligible for the 
award.
 Confi rming their support of the championship for a 
third year, Revolution Wheels Sales Director Warren McKiernan 
said the new scheme was testament to the success of the SRC 
in nurturing new talent.
 “As the SRC has grown, so it has produced some of 

the best young drivers in the UK. Revolution Wheels have been 
looking to do something for the “juniors” for some time, and 
we’re delighted to be able to offer this exciting opportunity”.
 Other key components of the championship support 
package include cash sponsorship, a Revolution Wheels Bonus 
Scheme for 2WD and 4WD competitors, and a “Revolution 
Wheels Driver of the Year” award.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

Nasser Al-Attiyah to take part in 
more rallies with RGRS Skoda team
It was confi rmed a few days ago that Nasser Al-Attiyah will 
contest the Rally of Argentina (IRC) with the René Georges 
Rally Sport team as a result of the negotiations between Raouf 
Menhem and René Georges himself.
 After this agreement, Nasser Al-Attiyah has decided 
to contest the new S-WRC championship with the RGRS team 
and a Skoda Fabia S2000 in the colours of sponsor Barwa. The 
Qatari driver will take the start of the following S-WRC rounds: 
Mexico, Jordan, New-Zealand, Portugal, Finland, Japan and 
Wales Rally GB.
 RGRS and Nasser Al-Attiyah will also compete in some 
IRC rounds. As was already announced Argentina will be the 
fi rst one, but now Sardinia, the Azores, Barum, San Remo and 
Scotland can be added to the program.
 Al-Attiyah will also take the Skoda Fabia S2000 to 
challenge in four rounds of the MERC being Rally of Lebanon, 
Syria, Cyprus and Dubai.
 RGRS will bring two Skoda Fabia S2000’s to the start 
of some rallies in the S-WRC, one being for Nasser Al-Attiyah 
and one for the Norwegian Eyvind Brynildsen. In the IRC they 
will do the same, this time one for Nasser Al-Attiyah and one 
for the Belgian Freddy Loix.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

Bernardo Sousa to tackle rounds of 
the IRC in Ford Fiesta S2000
Interest in the Intercontinental Rally Challenge continues to 
grow with the confi rmation that Bernado Sousa will compete 
on at least two rounds of the series this year in an M-Sport 
Ford Fiesta S2000.
 Sousa, who hails from Madeira but now lives in 
Lisbon, will take part on the rounds in Açores and Madeira later 
this season. The events also count towards the Portuguese 
Rally Championship, which Sousa has vowed to try and win in 
2010.
 He said: “I still have to wait for confi rmation from my 
sponsor but I will try to do the Portuguese championship this 
year including the two times when it is with the IRC.”
Sousa isn’t the only driver competing in this year’s IRC. Bruno 
Magalhães, a three-time national champion, is tackling eight 
events in a Peugeot Portugal-backed 207 S2000.
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com



FxPro signs deal with WRC in multi-
year agreement as Partner
FxPro, a leading global retail broker in foreign exchange 
(forex) and CFDs on shares, precious metals, commodities and 
indices, today confi rms it has become the Offi cial Forex Trading 
Partner of the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) in a multi-
year agreement running through to the end of 2012.
 The partnership, secured by Championship Promoter 
North One Sport, aligns FxPro with one of the premier global 
motorsports. In 2010 the WRC adventure will unfold over 13 
events around the world with some of the greatest drivers, 
including Sebastien Loeb, Mikko Hirvonen and Kimi Raikkonen, 
battling it out for the Championship crown in the ultimate test 
of skill and bravery. 
 As part of the collaboration, FxPro will have valuable 
branding and marketing rights at select Championship events 
throughout the season. In addition, FxPro will bring their own 
touch of glamour to the sport with the introduction of the 
famous FxPro Girls.
 Denis Sukhotin, Chairman of FxPro, said of the 
agreement, “FxPro and WRC share great brand values of 
quality, dynamism, and speed of delivery. As a result, all of us 
at FxPro are delighted to partner with WRC’s prestigious global 
sporting events.  We look forward to building on our profi le in 
WRC’s territories and globally online in our key international 
markets, through strong brand exposure and marketing calls 
to action.”
 Simon Long, CEO of North One Sport added, “FxPro’s 
commitment to delivering excellence via the very latest digital 
innovations mirror our own aspirations to retain our position at 
the very forefront of advanced technologies. We are delighted 
to welcome them to our family of sponsors.”
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

Festival on the Burnie foreshore.
- Credit: www.rallytasmania.com.au

Cody Crocker to return to Tasmania 
for Rally Tasmania this month
Three-time Australian, and four-time Asia-Pacifi c Rally 
Champion, Cody Crocker, will return to Tasmania for the 30th 
anniversary running of Rally Tasmania this month.  
 Australia’s most decorated rally driver, Crocker will 
drive a Subaru Impreza WRX STI as the lead car in the Rally 
Tasmania Tour, a low-speed addition to this year’s event.
Entrants in the Rally Tasmania Tour will drive over the same 
course as the event competitors. Crocker will lead the tour 
fi eld with various Subaru executives on board.
 “It’s fantastic to have Cody involved in the event,” 
Rally Tasmania operations manager, Kevin O’Daly, said.
 “Cody is an icon in Australian rallying and we’re sure 
that his participation in the rally will generate huge spectator 
interest.”
 The Rally Tasmania Tour will follow the fi eld in the 
Australian Rally Championship component of the event, with all 
cars adhering to a maximum speed limit.
 The 30th Rally Tasmania has attracted over 50 
entries, and will be based out of Burnie from February 26 - 
28. In all drivers will tackle 19 special stages covering a total 
competitive distance of 210 kilometres. Three stages on Friday 
afternoon will be followed by eight stages on both Saturday 
and Sunday.
 The highlight for spectators will be two runs around 
the Burnie street stage on Sunday afternoon, the last two 
stages of the rally.  This will be followed by a Food and Wine 

Martin Prokop is planning to contest 
a selected number of IRC events
Martin Prokop is planning to contest a limited programme of 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge events this season, starting 
with Rally d’Italia Sardegna from 04 - 06 June.
 Prokop, the reigning Junior world champion, also 
plans to enter his home event, Barum Czech Rally Zlín, in 
August, and Rallye Sanremo in late September.
 The 27-year-old will use his new Ford Fiesta S2000, 
run by the Czech Ford National Team, on the three events. 
Regular navigator Jan Tománek will continue to co-drive.
 “We still have to fi nd all of the budget but these are 
the events I would like to do,” said Prokop. “The Fiesta is such 
a great car and is very easy to drive so I hope there is a good 
chance to do rallies.”
 Prokop’s last appearance in the IRC was on Barum 
Czech Rally Zlín last season when he claimed fi fth at the wheel 
of the BFGoodrich Drivers’ Team-backed Peugeot 207 S2000.
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com

Citroen Racing boss praises 
Raikkonen, says he needs more time
Citroen racing boss Olivier Quesnel has praised the efforts of 
his latest driver signing, Kimi Raikkonen, on Rally Sweden, but 
has warned the WRC community not to expect too much too 
soon.
 Raikkonen, the 2007 Formula One world champion, 
completed his fi rst ever World Rally Championship event at the 
weekend, reaching the fi nish in 30th place, 37 minutes behind 
the leaders, in his Citroen C4 WRC.
 He set stage times within the top 10 overall on what 
was only his sixth-ever rally, including a sixth-fastest time on 
Saturday. Had he not driven his car into a snow bank on the 
opening day, he would have fi nished comfortably within the top 
10 and scored points on his debut.
 Quesnel believes it was a performance which was in 
line with expectations. “We cannot ask too much of Kimi at 
this stage,” he said. “Sweden I think is the most diffi cult rally 
to start with, and everybody is looking at him and waiting 
for - I don’t know what - but he couldn’t give more than he 
has. Kimi did not do a bad job here. He told me he made too 
many mistakes but it’s obvious he has to make mistakes - he’s 
learning!
 “All of us have to be patient - and that includes the 
media. Kimi will be okay by the end of the year. It will be a 
long way to success but I’m sure he’s determined and I know 
for sure that he wants to succeed. We need to give him the 
time.”
 Raikkonen felt he had made good progress on his 
fi rst WRC rally with the Citroen Juniors. “It was a really 
encouraging event, which allowed me to learn so much,” said 
the Finn. “From the start to the fi nish I felt I was improving 
all the time, which is what I expected from having more time 
in the car. Sure, we still have a lot to learn because the whole 
feeling is so different to what I had in Formula 1. But I’m 
getting a good idea of how to use the pace notes now and I 
understand the car a bit better as well.
 “We wanted to have some more experience of the 
car and especially get to the fi nish, so we have achieved 



RALLY CAR FOR SALE: TOYOTA RUNX CLASS A7
2008 Season National Rally Championship Class winner. Excellent condition. Car 
plus Basic spares package = R400 000.00. Full spares package is R500 000.00, and 
includes spare rolling Body and simply too many spares to mention. 
Please phone Chris De Wit on 083 284 1085.

Tanner Foust moves into exciting 
European-style Rally Cross in 2010
Tanner Foust is moving into exciting new racing territory in 
2010 with the addition of European-style Rally Cross to his 
competition schedule.
 “I’m really excited to be on the leading edge of this 
discipline as it grows in the US,” said Foust. “It’s been popular 
in Europe for years -- the fans here are going to love it.”
 The Rockstar Energy driver will travel to Europe this 
year to participate in four events before returning home to 
America where the sport will dominate the second-half of the 
traditional U.S. rally season.
 A two-time Formula Drift champion and X Games 
Rally gold medalist who has twice represented Team USA at 
the international Race of Champions, Foust said he considers 
Rally Cross a blend of circuit racing, off-road racing and rally 
competition.
 “I’ve been watching European-style Rally Cross for 
years,” said Foust. “I love the combination of dirt, pavement, 
jumps and door-to-door action – it’s like a real-life videogame.”
 The discipline promises intense crowd-pleasing action 
in a fan-friendly track environment. Six drivers line up to start 
at once, piloting high-horsepower compact cars through race 
traffi c over a challenging short course that features jumps, 
unbanked turns, hills and transitions between pavement and 
gravel.
 For his fi rst European-style Rally Cross event in April, 
in Portugal, Foust will pilot a 600-horsepower, all-wheel drive 
machine prepared by European Rally Cross Champion Andreas 
Eriksson’s Olsbergs MSE Ford team. Foust got his fi rst feel for 
the vehicle at X Games in 2009 when he drove one of the team 
cars to a bronze medal.
 “These are nimble, high-powered cars with incredible 
handling,” said Foust. “They’re purpose-built for this incredibly 
challenging discipline and absolutely insane to drive.”
 Foust said he’s pleased to be getting a head-start on 
the competition and is proud to be representing the US as the 
sole American in the European Rally Cross Championship this 
year.
 “The European rounds are a great opportunity for me 
to get a handle on this sport before it comes to America,” said 
Foust. “When the sport debuts in the US later this year, I’ll be 
ready to go.”
Foust’s 2010 competition schedule will also include a return to 
the Formula Drift series in his Rockstar Energy Drink Scion TC, 
ESPN’s Summer X Games and select rally events.
- Credit: Tanner Foust Racing

Interesting and challenging route for 
Adenco 400 Off-Road race
 Competitors hoping to gently ease into a new season will be 
in for a rude surprise at the Adenco 400, the opening event of 
this year’s Absa Off Road Championship, in the Western Cape 
on 19 and 20 March.
 The event, again based in Darling on the West Coast, 
is now in its eight year and the organisers have found new bits 
to add to an already tough challenge. Over the years the route 
has undergone various changes but, in keeping with a request 
from the MSA Off Road Car Racing Commission that events 
should be technical, this year’s race will be an even tougher 
challenge.
 “Last year we managed to reduce average speeds 
by a considerable margin and the leading cars completed the 
course in just under six hours,” said route director Bill Bright 
from the Cape Peninsula Motorcycle and Car Club. “We have 
again had great co-operation from landowners and some new 
bits and pieces have allowed us to introduce some additional 
hurdles.
 “The race will again be run over two 165 kilometre 
loops, and the changes should reduce speeds. We estimate 
it will take the lead cars more than six hours to complete the 
course, and I think we have succeeded in coming up with a 
route that is both challenging and interesting.”
 The Donaldson Prologue on March 19 to determine 
start positions for the next day’s race will start at 13:30 from 
the Darling Sports Club. Donaldson Filtration Systems which 
last year backed the highly successful Donaldson Nissan team, 
has joined Ford and Toyota as partners with Absa in the off 
road championship, and will sponsor all eight prologues this 
season.
 The 96 kilometre prologue will provide competitors 
with an inkling of what they can expect during the race, 
and will take crews towards Kraalbosdam on the R315 to 
Yzerfontein. With good grid positions a high priority for race 
success, Donaldson Prologues this season are going to provide 
for some hectic racing.  
 The race on March 20 will start and fi nish at the 
Darling Sports Club. The designated service point will also be 
located at the club with the route again spectator friendly.
 “There are plenty of good spectator viewing points 
along the prologue and race routes,” said Bright. “These are 
all within easy reach of the start/fi nish and are accessible via 
main roads.”
- Credit: MSA Off-Road Racing Commission

everything we wanted this weekend. Now I’m looking forward 
to driving gravel on the next rally in Mexico; it should be a bit 
easier for me I think,” he added.
For co-driver Kaj Lindstrom, Rally Sweden was a revelation. 
“When you sit alongside a driver like Kimi, you don’t expect 
him to be anything other than an amazing talent, but I have 
to say that he surprised even me this weekend. He was driving 
at a pace that was quick but extremely controlled; we weren’t 
going crazy or taking any real risks. Today we built on the 
progress we had made over the previous days, so I’m feeling 
really confi dent for the future now.”
- Credit: www.wrc.com



Features
your insight into the world of rallying



FEATURES

During this period only two companies – 
Toyota and Volkswagen – have contested 
the local championship. Carrying 
the banner for the Ford Silverton-
based manufacturer will be a double 
championship-winning team that will 
fi eld a new Ford Fiesta in the top Super 
2000 (S2000) category for multiple 
champions Charl Wilken and Greg 
Godrich.
 The other important news is the 
arrival on the local motor sport scene 
of a major international company, Basil 
Read, as the main sponsor of the team 
with Konica Minolta South Africa, the 
business solutions company that uses 
the bizhub brand and has been a long 
standing sponsor of the team. 
 The Fiesta has been developed 
in Britain by Malcolm Wilson’s M-Sport 
operation, the team responsible for 
Ford’s highly successful World Rally 
Championship campaign. The new 
car, which complies with the latest 
international regulations made a dream 

debut in the famous Monte Carlo Rally 
with Mikko Hirvonen at the wheel, 
dominating the event from start to 
fi nish.
 The Basil Read/bizhub Ford 
Team will enjoy considerable support 
from the Ford Dealers and Ford Credit 
as they tackle the eight events that 
make up the Sasol national rally 
championship. Ford was a major player 
on the SA rally scene for many years, 
and was dominant for a long period with 
its iconic Escorts. It is one of the most 
successful manufacturer in the 50-year 
history of local rallying, having notched 
up 54 rally wins and two manufacturers’ 
championships while the Ford drivers 
and co-drivers collected fi ve overall 
national titles.
 Wilken and Godrich are no 
strangers to the rally scene, with a 
win-to-start ratio approaching 70% 
since the pair teamed up at the start 
of the 2004 season.  During this period 
the crew has amassed 10 rally titles, 
including back-to-back Production Car 
championships in the past two seasons, 
while Wilken collected 13 championships 

in a successful 17-year motor sport 
career which has also included karting 
and saloon car circuit racing.
  “The formation of the new 
Basil Read/bizhub Ford Rally Team is 
the culmination of a great deal of hard 
work to tie in these three blue-chip 
brands.  We have a great opportunity 
with the new Fiesta S2000 to give the 
South African public a spectacular show 
over the coming seasons”, added team 
director, Flip Wilken.
 “This is a fantastic opportunity 
for Greg Godrich and myself, and it’s 
great to be part of such a professional 
team,” commented Charl Wilken. “I 
am looking forward to the season and 
getting behind the wheel of the new 
Basil Read/bizhub Ford Fiesta S2000. I 
need to stay realistic, the car will only 
arrive in South-Africa a few days before 
the rally and testing will therefore be 
very limited. However, I am sure once 
the team and I are up to speed with the 
new car, we will be a strong challenger 
for overall victories.”

Rallying in South Africa has been given a big shot 
in the arm with the announcement that Ford, one 
of the most revered names in the history of this 
discipline of motor sport, is returning to the fray 
in the top class after an absence of more than a 
decade.

RETURN OF FORD TO S.A. RALLYING

Story by Wilken Communication Mgt.
Pictures by Wilken Communication Mgt.

S2000
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The former F1 World Champion had a 
shaky start to his 2010 championship 
campaign after getting stuck in several 
snow banks over the course of Rally 
Sweden. His stage times improved as 
the event progressed and he eventually 
brought the Red Bull-backed Citroen C4 
WRC home in 30th place.
 The 30-year-old Finnish driver 
is part of the Citroën Junior World Rally 
Team for the 2010 season and is co-
driven by Kaj Lindstrom, the man who 
used to partner multiple rally champion 
Tommi Makinen.

Kimi Raikkonen Q&A:
RallyBuzz (RB): There are many 
differences between Formula 1 and 
rallying. What will you miss about 
Grand Prix racing, and what do you 
feel is the best thing about rallying?
Kimi Raikkonen (KR): “For the time 
being I am still getting used to rally, so 
it is very diffi cult to compare. Obviously 
the speed in rally is not the same as the 
Formula 1 car but the best thing about 
rally is that there are so many different 
surfaces and you have to try to be quick 
on all of them. On a race circuit you 
only have a few different corners but on 
a rally you have hundreds. I am really 
looking forward to that a lot; it is a big 
challenge for me.”

RB: You’re joining Sebastien Loeb 
driving a similar Citroen C4, one of 
the most competitive cars in the 
WRC. What are your expectations 
for the season?
KR: “I don’t have any particular 
expectations or pressures. I just want to 
learn as much as possible, do my best 

and try to fi ght with the other guys. 
Obviously this won’t come straight away, 
but in time I’m sure we can do it.”

RB: Drivers are often needed 
to make running repairs and 
alterations to their cars during an 
event. What training have you done 
to prepare?
KR: “Yes this is something that is new to 
me and it’s still something where I have 
a lot to learn. I have done some training 
with the engineers and mechanics to 
know some basic things. Luckily my 
co-driver Kaj Lindstrom is very 
experienced so I am sure that this is an 
area where he can help me as well.”

RB: With the WRC season taking in 
13 events in 2010, which rallies are 
you most looking forward to?
KR: “Like I said before, what I like about 
rallying is the fact that there is a very 
wide variety of events, so there is not 
one special one I am looking forward 
to most – although it will be nice to do 
Finland as it is at home and a rally I 
have done before. What I will like most 
is the variety of different rallies. The 
snow is Sweden was very specialised 
though; I think when we get on gravel it 
will be a bit easier as the surfaces will be 
more consistent.”

Kimi is optimistic about the next event 
in the championship, Rally Mexico, which 
starts on March 4th and will of course 
be on gravel, a surface he feels may be 
easier for him to adjust to.
 It will be fascinating to see how 
the 2007 F1 World Champion adapts to 
his new discipline throughout the 2010 
WRC season.
 For more up-to-the-minute rally 
news, visit: www.rallybuzz.com.

At the end of last weekend’s Rally Sweden, RallyBuzz caught 
up with Kimi Raikkonen to ask him about this year’s WRC 
events and what his expectations are for the rest of the 
season.

THE RAIKKONEN EFFECT

Story by www.RallyBuzz.com
Picture by Citroen Racing

Kimi Raikkonen Profi le:
Born: 17 October 1979
Hone town: Espoo, Finland

Spent nine years in Formula One, and was crowned 
2007 F1 World Champion while driving for Scuderia 
Ferrari F1 Team.

He has competed in four rallies to date, and this past 
weekend’s event in Sweden was his fi rst in the World 
Rally Championship.
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This event was the debut of Erika 
Detota’s recent project, a 1995 front 
wheel drive Subaru Impreza. Not only 
was the car build a success but also her 
driving skills, fi nishing impressive third 
place in the 2WD Class and 8th overall. 
Erika is a new faces in the sport, but she 
has extensive training from Team O’Neil 
Rally School, which appears to have fi red 
her up. Spending her time volunteering 
for rallies, co-driving and building her 
car, it is obvious her goals were set 
high. Thanks to the help from friends, 
sponsors, Team Broken, the long hours 
spent fi nishing the car all came together 
making it to the event with 10 minutes 
to spare.
 “We are so happy to get our 
newest team car competing” says 
William Petrow, owner of Broken 
Motorsports. “This car represents 
advanced custom abilities of Broken 
Motorsports in building modifi ed cars. It 
was a technical and uncharted process 
that was a success from the proven 
efforts of the entire team.”
 Teams utilised Tread Zone 
supplied Hankook Winter iPike studded 
tyres. The rally permitted the use of 
studded tires, which was a fi rst for US 
rally in many years. “I can’t imagine 
driving the stages without studded tires” 
says Erika. With little experience on 
the snow and ice, she was more than 
pleased with their grip and performance.
 The pressure is on to keep 
momentum going into the next 
events. Watch for new cars and more 
events from this high energy team of 
enthusiasts.
 Team Broken Racing would like 
to thank their friends, supporters, fans 
and sponsors: Broken Motorsports, Team 
O’Neil Rally and Car Control Center, 
Rally Armor, KNS Brakes, USRT, Pit Crew 
Skateboards, RallyEAST, Big Boulder 
Park, Want Beverages, and Robert Cella. 
Without all of your help this team would 
not be racing.

USRC: WINTER 
RALLY NEW YORK
23 - 24 January 2010
Broken Motorsports 
withstood and 
conquered the 
extremely icy conditions 
at the recent New York 
Winter Rally in the fi rst 
USRC event of 2010. 

ERIKA DETOTA 
DEBUTS WITH 
PODIUM FINISH

Story by Broken Motorsports

Former British National and Historic 
rally champion Steve Perez fi nally added 
the prestigious Wyedean Rally to his 
increasing list of successes when he took 
a hard fought victory on this event in the 
Forest of Dean.  
 Driving the Kick Energy-
sponsored Ford Focus WRC07, along with 
co-driver Paul Spooner, the Chesterfi eld 
driver made up for the disappointment 
back in 2006 when he lost the rally by a 
mere three seconds, to take a 29-second 
victory on the opening round of the 
BTRDA rally championship.
 Joint fastest on the opening 
stage, Perez and Spooner were never 
headed throughout the day although the 
battle for the lead was intense and in 
the fi rst half of the event, only a handful 
of seconds separated Perez from the 
Ford Focus of Hugh Hunter and Andy 
Marchbank and local aces Nik Elsmore 
and Nige Gardner in their Mitsubishi.
 After SS4, Perez’s lead was 
just six seconds but a push on the 
second loop saw him increase his 
advantage signifi cantly and after setting 
a consecutive fi fth fastest stage time on 
SS5 in Speech House, Perez rolled off 
the gas ever so slightly on the fi nal two 
tests to seal the win.
 “I’ve been trying to win this 
rally for a long time so today is a special 
day. We were using the rally to test 

different tyres and it was very close 
between Hugh and I until he had a spin 
in SS5 and that allowed us a bit of a 
cushion going into the last two stages. 
This is a great start to the season 
and as I’ve registered for the BTRDA 
series, it also means I’m leading the 
championship,” said Steve.
 Both Steve and Paul will next be 
in action in just two weeks’ time when 
they contest the opening round of the 
2010 MSA Gravel Rally Championship 
which takes place with the Poole-based 
Rallye Sunseeker.
 However, immediately after 
the fi nish, the ex Marcus Gronholm 
Ford Focus was loaded up en route 
for Sweden whereby Perez fl ies out 
tomorrow to attend the ice driving 
school run by East African Safari Rally 
co-driver Staffan Parmander.
 Teenager Tom Watson enjoyed 
a strong run on his fi rst ever BTRDA 
event, when he claimed second in Class 
N3 in his Ford Fiesta ST.

BTRDA: WYEDEAN FOREST RALLY
14 February 2010
The 2010 edition of the Wyedean Forest Rally, the 
opening round of the BTRDA rally championship, 
saw Steve Perez storm to an emphatic victory. 
This his fi rst win at the event saw him romp home 
to a 29-second victory ahead of Hugh Hunter and 
Nik Elsmore this past weekend.

WILD WYEDEAN SEES PEREZ WIN

Story by www.RallyBuzz.com
Pictures by Geoff Mayes Media

Final Wyedean Forest Rally 
Classifi cation:
01) S. Perez/P. Spooner           - 42m 33,2s 
02) H. Hunter/A. Marchbank           - 43m 02,3s 
03) N. Elsmore/N. Gardner           - 43m 23,4s 
04) R. Chilman/A. Sankey           - 44m 17,5s 
05) S. Gardener/B. Innes           - 44m 19,6s 
06) D. Cole/C. Drew            - 44m 20,7s 
07) J. Belton/E. Evans            - 44m 55,8s 
08) J. Lloyd/A. Cavenagh           - 45m 21,9s 
09) A. Barnes/G. Simmons           - 46m 04,0s
10) T. Bailey/J. How            - 46m 19,0s
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Is this the dawn of a new Champion in 
the World Rally Championship? After a 
no-holds-barred fi ght for victory at the 
WRC Rally Sweden this weekend, Mikko 
Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen (BP Ford 
Abu Dhabi World Rally Team) provided 
the best possible answer to this question 
by claiming the top step of the winners’ 
podium. Beating an on-form and strong 
Sebastien Loeb/Daniel Elena (Citroen 
Total World Rally Team) in the fi rst round 
of the Championship, fi rst blood goes to 
Mikko.

 The WRC Rally Sweden was 
as challenging and dramatic as was 
expected, and made welcome return for 
the WRC after a three-month hiatus. 
Central Sweden’s Varmland region 
produced intense rally action, as the 
wide and fast ice-bound forest roads 
provided amazing levels of grip for the 
Pirelli SottoZero tungsten-tipped tyres. 
The weather, which saw temperatures 
drop to -20˚C and colder on all three 
days of the event, proved testing to both 
man and machine.
 Mikko Hirvonen’s Ford Focus RS 
WRC, which favours the ice and snow 
conditions over previous editions of this 

WRC: RALLY SWEDEN
11 - 14 February 2010
Thundering through the icy climes of Sweden this 
past weekend, the best rally crews and the most 
advanced rally machines in the world competed 
against one another in this the fi rst round of the 
2010 World Rally Championship season.

MIKKO MAGIC SWEEPS SWEDEN

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by WorldRallyPics

2010 WRC Calendar:
01) Rally Sweden:  12 - 14 Feb
02) Rally Mexico:   05 - 07 Mar
03) Jordan Rally:   01 - 03 Apr
04) Rally of Turkey:   16 - 18 Apr
05) Rally New Zealand:  07 - 09 May
06) Rally de Portugal:   28 - 30 May
07) Rally Bulgaria:   09 - 11 Jul
08) Rally Finland:       29 - 31 Jul
09) Rally Deutschland:      20 - 22 Aug
10) Rally Japan:       10 - 12 Sep
11) Rallye de France:       30 Sep - 03 Oct
12) Rally de Espana:       22 - 24 Oct
13) Rally of Great Britain:  11 - 14 Nov
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event, once more proved the car to beat. 
In a display of driving skill and maturity, 
Hirvonen gained the lead of the rally on 
the afternoon of Day One, and never lost 
it despite the best efforts of six-times 
WRC Champions Loeb and Elena.
 The honour of winning the 
fi rst stage of the 2010 World Rally 
Championship went to Dani Sordo/
Marc Marti (Citroen Total World Rally 
Team), but it was Sebastien Loeb that 
topped the timesheets of the opening 
loop of four stages. With the morning’s 
stages to be repeated in the afternoon, 
the morning’s pass on the stages left 
deep ruts and well-defi ned driving lines 
(likened to railway tracks by some 
drivers), meaning that only brave 
drivers would reap the benefi ts of these 
conditions. After the fi rst service, it was 
Hirvonen who took charge of the event’s 
pace, by blitzing the remaining stages of 
Day One to open a 6,2s lead over Loeb. 
Acting as sweep car, benefi tted from 
clean roads in the morning, but could 
not match the pace of the Ford Focus 
RS WRC of Hirvonen and lost 10s as a 
result.
 Day Two saw Hirvonen and 
Loeb continue their ding-dong battle, 
but it was Hirvonen who perfectly 
managed his strategy to edge out his 
Day Two overnight lead to 16,6s over 
the Frenchman. The day’s rally action 
was broken into two identical loops of 
four stages, and provided the battle all 
WRC fans had wished to witness. Even 
Swedish royalty and his HRH Prince Carl 
Philip was seen at the Service Park in 
Hagfors during the day.
 In the morning’s loop of stages, 
Loeb cut Hirvonen’s lead to just 2,0s as 
Hirvonen served as sweep car on the 
stages. At the midday halt, Hirvonen 
decided to fi t new tyres to the front 
of his car, and Loeb took a gamble 
to remain on his used studded tyres. 
Hirvonen attacked with confi dence over 
fi rst three stages in the afternoon to 
open a 23,0s lead over Loeb. His big 
attack came at a price, however, as Loeb 
was able to reel in 6,4s in the fi nal stage 
as Hirvonen’s abused tyres lost many of 
their studs in the previous three stages.
 After 243 timed kilometres, 
Hirvonen and Loeb were separated 
by only 16,6s. With a little over 100 
stage kilometres remaining on the fi nal 
day of the rally, Hirvonen and Loeb 
started the fi rst series of stages locked 
in close battle. Realising he could not 
catch Hirvonen after the Flying Finn set 
blistering stage times, Loeb slowed his 
pace to secure second place in the event. 
Hirvonen then managed his pace to win 
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the event by a comfortable 42,3s. No 
driver in the fi eld could match Hirvonen’s 
performance here this weekend, and 
Loeb admitted as much. Hirvonen’s 
victory has handed Ford their 74th 
WRC victory, making them the most 
successful manufacturer in WRC history.
 “After losing the title last year 
by a point I knew I had to win more, 
rather than settle for consistent points 
fi nishes, so this is the ideal start,” said 
Hirvonen. “It was a big win for us and I 
want many more this season.  It’s the 
fi rst time I’ve won the opening round of 
the year. I tried to be more aggressive 
from the start in all aspects of my 
performance.  It was a brave decision 
yesterday to change the tyres when I did 
but it paid off and those kind of decisions 
make the difference between winning 
and losing. It was such a hard rally for 

the tyres on the exposed gravel and you 
can’t imagine how nervous I was driving 
the fi nal stage. I have a year’s more 
experience of a title battle than this time 
last year and I think that showed here.  I 
need to continue in the same way for the 
rest of the season.” 
 “As I’ve always said, I start 
each rally with victory as my aim. But if 
I feel that winning isn’t within my grasp, 
I prefer to bag the maximum number 
of points rather than risk an accident,” 
stated Loeb. “I didn’t reckon I was the 
favourite for this event and I found 
myself up against a rival who drove 
a perfect rally. It’s good to start the 
season with a large haul of points and 
I’m looking forward to Mexico to get my 
revenge!”
 Behind the tussle for the 
overall lead of the rally, Sordo too was 

entangled in a rally-long battle with 
BP Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team’s 
Jari-Matti Latvala/Mikka Anttila. Dani 
Sordo showed the pace he displayed in 
the recent Arctic Lapland Rally to fi nish 
Day One of the event behind his team-
mate in third place overall. Latvala was 
(surprisingly) the model of consistency 
throughout the day’s action, fi nishing 
fourth in each of the day’s stages. This 
battle ensued unabated on Day Two 
when Latvala was able to overtake 
Sordo for third place overall as Sordo 
fi rstly spun his rally car and then had 
to stop his car for a minute in stage as 
the engine’s temperature soared. The 
Spanish driver kept a calm head through 
the remaining stages of the day. Latvala 
enjoyed a one-minute lead over Sordo 
going into the fi nal day’s rallying, and 
he cruised to the fi nish line to secure his 
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podium spot.
 Despite Sordo’s ill fortune on 
Day Two of the rally, his stage times 
throughout the event should serve 
as a warning to the rest of the WRC 
competitors: Dani is on a charge in 
2010!
 With the most exciting driver 
line-up of all the WRC teams, the 
Citroen Junior Team was expected to 
provide thrilling rally action and they 
did not disappoint. The your French 
rally sensation, the other Sebastien, 
Sebastien Ogier and co-driver Julien 
Ingrassi powered their Citroen C4 WRC 
to fi fth place overall this weekend, 
proving to the fast of the “rest”. This 
is Ogier’s fi rst ever pure snow rally 
and his fi rst ever experience of pure 
snow rally driving in fact. With a strong 
performance and growing maturity, 
Ogier is quickly transforming into a 
complete driver to challenge for regular 
podium positions in the WRC. 
 His new team-mates Kimi 
Raikkonen/Kaj Lindstrom were not was 
confi dent this weekend, and battled 
through Day One’s stages. Raikkonen 
dropped 25m when he got his car stuck 
in a snow bank.  With the objective of 
fi nishing the rally, Raikkonen made a 
few more small mistakes on Day Two 
and Three of the event, but was able to 
set a series of top 10 stage times. His 
team manager is pleased with his fi rst 
effort, and is calling for critics to give 
Raikkonen time to settle into the WRC.
 For regular Stobart Ford World 
Rally Team crews of Henning Solberg/
Ilka Minor and Matthew Wilson/Martin 
Scott, the WRC Rally Sweden proved 
a happy hunting ground. Solberg 
overcame a 30s time penalty on Day 
One to maintain his overnight sixth place 
on Day One of the event to fi nish in 
this position at the fi nish of the rally on 
Day Three. His snow-driving experience 
netted him and his team a bag of points, 
and he enjoyed a trouble-free event. His 
team-mate Matthew Wilson performed 
strongly to climb the leaderboard over 
the weekend to fi nish strongly in seventh 
place overall at the end of the event. 
With only one heart-in-the-mouth 
moment, which happened on Day One 
when he overtook struggling Petter 
Solberg/Phil Mills (Citroen C4 WRC) and 
then stalled his car in a corner to only 
have Petter crash into the back of his 
car. Fortunately, no serious damage was 
caused, and Wilson was able to attack 
his way up the leaderboard.
 Marcus Gronholm/Timo 
Rautiainen entered the event under the 
Stobart Ford World Rally Team banner, 
but suffered throughout the rally. Due 
to electrical problems, they fi nished Day 
One in a lowly 30th position, 12m off 

the rally lead. Their woes continued on 
Day Two as they experienced a puncture 
and then an overshoot into a snow 
bank that cost them 8m to return to the 
road. At the end of the rally, they had 
set one fastest stage time to redeem 
themselves and fi nished 21st overall on 
the leaderboard.
 With bad luck affl icting 2003 
World Rally Champion, Petter Solberg 
stumbled through this opening round of 
the World Rally Championship season. 
Starting Day One with a 18s defi cit as 
a result of a spin on the Thursday night 
SuperSpecial stage, Solberg and Phil 
Mills made a mistake on SS5 to go off 
the road and lose a total of 04m while 
trying to get back onto the road. Solberg 
was able to recover to ninth place 
overall at the end of the rally. This driver 
needs good luck for this season, as he 
undoubtedly has the talent to challenge 
for rally victories.
 “After a disappointing weekend 
in Sweden, we are looking forward to 
increasing our performance on Rally 
Mexico,” said Petter. “By that we don’t 
mean we didn’t enjoy Rally Sweden, 
but after the frustrations of spinning 
and damaging the car on SS1, we 
never seemed to get the setting and 
confi dence back to mount the challenge 
for fastest times. We go away from 
Sweden having learned a lot about the 
car and team, and look forward to the 
remaining championship.”
 Privateer Mads Ostberg and 
co-driver Jonas Andersson (Subaru 
Impreza WRC08) were running strongly 
all weekend, and fi nished their rally 
trouble-free. Finishing eighth overall in 
this strong fi eld is impressive. Ostberg 
is a talented driver to keep an eye on as 
the year progresses.
 The reigning Junior World 
Rally Champion Martin Prokop set the 
cat among the pigeons on SS16 of the 
rally: driving an M-Sport Ford Fiesta 
S2000 in the S2000 World Cup category, 
he managed to set the fastest stage 
time to beat even all the WRC crews. 
P-G. Andersson and co-driver Anders 
Fredriksson (Skoda Fabia S2000) won 
the inaugural round of the S-WRC. In the 
Production World Rally Championship, 
Patrik Flodin (Subaru Impreza N4) took 
the honours ahead of Anders Grondal 
(Subaru Impreza N4) by 01m 13,1s. 
Adrift of the leaders was defending 
P-WRC Champion Armindo Araujo 
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X), 03m 
51,8s behind.
 The WRC circus moves to 
Mexico in two weeks’ time for the second 
round of the season. 

Final WRC Rally Sweden 
Classifi cation:
01) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen  - 03h 09m 30,4s
02) S. Loeb/D. Elena  +              42,3s
03) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila +       01m 15,4s
04) D. Sordo/M. Marti  +       02m 41,6s
05) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassi  +       04m 15,3s
06) H. Solberg/I. Minor  +       05m 23,4s
07) M. Wilson/S. Martin  +       07m 53,9s
08) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson +       09m 22,2s
09) P. Solberg/P/ Mills  +       10m 17,5s
10) P-G. Andersson/J. Fredriksson +       12m 08,9s




