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Peak fitness is a prerequisite for a competitive edge, and top 
motorsport teams routinely employ medics, psychologists, 
dieticians and even armed forces specialists to help drivers 

hone their performance. It's a different picture at national and 
club level, where poor preparation can blight potential. Here, 

however, a doctor who competes as a rally driver offers 
expert information on all aspects of physical and mental 

fitness, including diet, training, safety and medical 
regulations. 
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The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

Bruno Magalhaes reverts back to 
Peugeot 207 S2000 he used to drive
Bruno Magalhães will revert back to the Peugeot 207 Super 
2000 he drove for the fi rst time three years ago when he 
resumes his Intercontinental Rally Challenge bid in Brazil next 
week.
 The three-time Portuguese champion, 29, will drive 
Peugeot Portugal’s gravel-spec 207 on Rally Internacional de 
Curitiba, round two of the IRC, which runs from 4-6 March.
 “It was the best solution to use this car for the rallies 
in Brazil and Argentina because of the travel involved,” said 
Lisbon-based Magalhães. “We have two cars and this is the 
older car but I think it can be good for me because I have won 
seven rallies in this car in Portugal.”
 Like the majority of IRC regulars competing in 
Curitiba next week, Magalhães has never rallied in Brazil 
before but says he is confi dent he can claim a strong result.
 “The big worry for me is that I have not driven on 
gravel for nine months but I know how the car performs on 
gravel so hopefully it won’t be a problem for me,” he said.
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com

Innovative new WRC game being 
planned for possible release
North One Sport, global Promoter for the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC), has agreed a technical cooperation 
to investigate the feasibility of real-time rally gaming. The 
consortium, including iOpener Media and Black Bean Games, 
will explore a new interactive gaming concept for the WRC 
based on real-time positioning data.
 iOpener has been developing real-time high-accuracy 
positioning data in interactive applications since 2007 and, in 
conjunction with North One Sport, has secured the cooperation 
of Gulf Horizon Group, chaired by Mr. Saeed Mohammed Saeed 
Al Badi.  Black Bean Games, publisher of the upcoming offi cial 
WRC console game, will also support the project with further 
technical expertise provided by their in-house production 
studio Milestone.
 The partners will work together to collect a continuous 
stream of positioning and telemetry data from the cars 
competing on WRC rallies. This data will then be applied and 
tested in a step-by-step plan aiming to deliver a gaming 
experience that is consistent, reliable and accurate.
 “This study should take us a step closer to our goal 
of allowing WRC fans anywhere in the world the opportunity to 
become part of the action,” commented Simon Long, CEO of 
North One Sport Ltd. “Using the internet they would be able to 
compete in the rally on the same stages against some of the 
best drivers in the world. If this test is successful then we hope 
in the future to crown our fi rst virtual rally champion.”
 iOpener CEO Andy Lürling added, “Together we aim to 
confi gure North One Sport’s systems and iOpener’s patented 
technology to capture high accuracy live action GPS which 
can then be integrated into the next generation of WRC video 
games. These games will allow fans to drive, co-drive, manage 
or simply watch the WRC from the heart of the action.”
 “At Black Bean Games, there is always a great 

motivation to be at the forefront of innovation so we can 
change the shape of gaming. We choose revolution over 
evolution and believe this strategic partnership will allow 
us to set a new benchmark in the future of the motorsports 
gaming genre. We will be able to deliver a unique and realistic 
gaming experience featuring exclusive opportunities and 
a technological breakthrough. This is defi nitely part of our 
medium-term development program that could become an 
integral part of the WRC games,” commented Virgilio Bixio, 
CEO at Black Bean Games.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

Al Attiyah’s absence in Kuwait Intl 
Rally opens door for Al-Mirri
Nasser Al-Attiyah’s decision to take part in Rally Mexico instead 
of the forthcoming Kuwait International Rally has left the door 
wide open for Qatar’s Misfer Al-Marri and Saudi Arabia’s Yazeed 
Al-Rajhi to pick up maximum points on the second round of the 
FIA Middle East Rally Championship (MERC).
 Al-Attiyah, the defending regional champion, heads 
to Mexico this week to prepare for the start of his S-WRC 
campaign in a new Skoda Fabia S2000. In his absence, Al-
Marri and Al-Rajhi are likely to be joined by the UAE’s Rashid 
Al-Kebti to fi ght for overall honours in the three-day Kuwait 
event, which takes place on 04 - 06 March.
 “Having a hectic motor sport programme means 
we have inevitable date clashes,” said Al-Attiyah, who is still 
hoping to win his seventh regional title in eight years this 
season. “Mexico was always in my programme for the year and 
must take priority.”
 Al-Marri fi nished runner-up to his illustrious Qatari 
rival in last year’s championship and fi nished behind Nasser 
in second place in the opening round in their native Doha last 
month. Al-Marri and Italian co-driver Nicola Arena both have 
eight championship points and the QMMF-backed team know 
that they have a superb opportunity for Al-Marri to claim his 
fi rst ever MERC victory. The Qatari currently trails Al-Attiyah by 
just two points after round one of the eight-event series.
 Al-Rajhi won the Kuwait Rally when it ran as a 
candidate in 2008 – also at the same time as Rally Mexico – 
and was one of the front-runners last year before damaging 
his Peugeot 207 S2000. The Saudi failed to score any points 
in Qatar and a fi nish will be imperative for the Riyadh driver to 
retain his chance of taking a maiden regional title.
 The UAE’s Rashid Al-Ketbi failed in Qatar to repeat 
the scintillating form he showed in last December’s Dubai 
International Rally, but the Emirati has the turn of speed to 
match and beat both Al-Marri and Al-Rajhi and will also be 
aiming to claim his fi rst ever regional championship win. He 
came mighty close on a couple of occasions to achieving that 
goal when he competed under team orders with a Ford Escort 
RS Cosworth in the late 1990s.
 The Kuwait event will run under the patronage of His 
Excellency the Prime Minister Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and under the presidency of Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Dawood Al-Sabah, President of the KMSC and chairman of 
the organising committee.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com



Rally New Zealand to serve as 
reserve event for WRC 2011 calendar
Rally New Zealand looks set to miss out on a permanent slot 
in the 2011 World Rally Championship calendar, according to 
media outlet 3News.
 It appears that the rally will only be included as a 
reserve event on next year’s schedule.
 “We were disappointed to read that, because the 
reality is that once you see something like that there is always 
fi re behind the smoke that you see,” says Chris Carr, Rally NZ 
Chairman.
 North One Sport will propose the 2011 world rally 
calendar to the World Motor Sport Council in March.
 “It’s obviously a commercial thing - we don’t have the 
money. We should have the money, the Government should be 
putting the money to ensure we get this event back,” says Neill 
Allport, former New Zealand Rally Champion.
 Rally New Zealand has been a round of the World 
Rally Championship since 1977. It was last run in 2008, then 
the event was rotated off the WRC calendar for 2009 as per 
the FIA’s then policy to rotate events between countries on a 
biennial basis.
 “This is one of the longest running events in the 
WRC - and has incredible television audience overseas so it’s a 
battle we need to fi ght,” says Carr.
 The 2010 running of Rally New Zealand - the event’s 
40th anniversary - is based in Auckland and covers 406km of 
competitive stages and 1498km in total. Organisers hoped the 
new route and itinerary would appeal to the championship’s 
promoters.
- Credit: 3 News and www.rallybuzz.com

  Montgomery Motorsport has again pledged support for 
the Historic category, while Autofashion.ie is sponsoring a new 
Group A cup. M-Sport, the company behind the BP Ford Abu 
Dhabi World Rally Team, is also supporting the series through 
the launch of a new bonus parts scheme.
  The Pedro Pet Foods Stages will get underway at 
approximately 9am this Saturday 27 February. Competitors 
will tackle six stages before the winning is crowned as the 
champagne fi nish in Kirkistown Race Circuit. More details, 
including a full entry list, can be found online at www.nirally.
com.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

Kirkistown plays host to opening 
round of Northern Ireland season
Kirkistown Race Circuit plays host to the opening round
of the Hankook MSA Northern Ireland Stage Rally 
Championship.
 It’s time to blow off those winter cobwebs for 
Northern Ireland’s leading rally talent as round one of the 
2010 Hankook MSA Northern Ireland Rally Championship, 
Kirkistown’s Pedro Pet Foods Stages, kicks into action this 
Saturday.
  Organised by North Armagh Motor Club Ltd, the 
County Down venue has attracted more than 100 crews to this 
weekend’s event. The popular season opener, which is held on 
a mixture of loose and sealed surfaces, will feature six stages 
within the confi nes of the Kirkistown Race Circuit.  
 There are a number of fantastic prizes on offer during 
the 2010 season. The highest placed Group N driver at the end 
of the year will have their entry fee, tyres and ferry costs paid 
to give them an opportunity to take part in a European round 
of the Intercontinental Rally Challenge.
  There is also a Junior Prize Drive on offer which 
is open to competitors who are under 26 years old. An all 
expenses paid drive in an overseas International event with 
a works specifi cation car is up for grabs. Junior competitors 
will be assessed by a panel of judges who will monitor all 
competitors on a variety of aspects during the season.
  Superdrive Motorsports Centre is also supporting the 
Junior category with dedicated training and cash vouchers, 
while Sunoco Fuels is also supporting the Group N category 
with a drum of fuel up for grabs after each event.

Wiktorczyk and Dorman to compete 
as Riders Energy Drink Team
Piotr Wiktorczyk and Greg Dorman have secured an agreement 
with Riders Energy Drink for title sponsorship. The Super 
Production crew announced their newly formed partnership 
with the Polish energy drink today, disclosing a deal that 
includes three Rally America national events including the 
upcoming Rally in the 100 Acre Wood.
 The ‘Riders Energy Rally Team’ will continue 
discussions with its partners while seeking additional funding 
for the remainder of the 2010 season. Driver Piotr Wiktorczyk 
commented, “We are extremely happy to partner with Riders 
Energy as they have a great product and are based out of 
our home country, Poland. We will be working to grow this 
relationship beyond the next few events by providing Riders 
with excellent exposure in the U.S. through our racing 
program. We are also exploring the possibility of taking Riders 
to X Games 16 this summer.”
 The battle for Super Production championship points 
will become more intense with each and every round on the 
calendar, but the crew is more confi dent than ever. Going into 
next weekend’s rally in Salem, Missouri, Dorman said, “We 
are feeling great about 100 Acre! We have a new power in our 
team: “Our Power” as the Riders Energy Drink slogan says.”
Wiktorczyk said, “I really like the rally in Salem - it’s super 
fast and fi ts my driving style well. Our crew chief Gary [Grahn] 
has the car very well prepared and set up perfectly for 100 
Acre Wood. We’ll be pushing hard all weekend and hope to be 
drinking Riders on top of the SP podium!”
 The Riders Energy Rally Team is also partnered with 
White Frog Entertainment and www.WorldRallySport.com for 
2010 season.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

Petter Solberg still confused over run 
of poor form in WRC Rally Sweden 
Former World Rally Champion Petter Solberg is still trying to 
discover why his 2010 title campaign got of to such a poor 
start on the opening round in Sweden.
 Equipped with the latest customer spec C4 World Rally 
Car from Citroen, great things had been expected of Solberg 
who won Rally Sweden in 2005. But the Norwegian’s chances 
of repeating that success got off to a terrible start when he 
spun and lost his front bumper on the rally opening Super 
Special. Things didn’t improve much over the three days which 
followed, with Solberg failing to fi nd a comfortable set-up and 
eventually fi nishing ninth, more than 10 minutes behind the 
winner Mikko Hirvonen.
 “We haven’t found the answer yet,” Solberg told wrc.



RALLY CAR FOR SALE: TOYOTA RUNX CLASS A7
2008 Season National Rally Championship Class winner. Excellent condition. Car 
plus Basic spares package = R400 000.00. Full spares package is R500 000.00, and 
includes spare rolling Body and simply too many spares to mention. 
Please phone Chris De Wit on 083 284 1085.

Moses Matovu retires from podium 
position in Rally Tanzani
Tanzanian-based international rally co-driver Moses Matovu 
experienced a fraught start to his 2010 FIA African Rally 
Championship season when he and driver Jas Mangat retired 
their Subaru Impreza N12B from a podium position with 
overheating issues.
 The pair, who were teamed up for the fi rst time on the 
Kobil Rally of Tanzania, experienced handling issues on the fi rst 

Michal Kosciuszko tests Ford Fiesta 
S2000 for SWRC campaign
Footage of Michal Kosciuszko recently testing the Symtech 
Racing Ford Fiesta Super 2000.
 Commenting on his SWRC programme for 2010, 
Kosciuszko said: “Together with our sponsor LOTOS Dynamic, 
we’ve been working hard with Symytech Racing to make this 
exciting long term SWRC programme a reality. We’re feeling 
very confi dent that we will be able to play a key role in the 
action. Our choice of Symtech Racing from Belgium stems 
from their wide experience of international events and the 
professionalism that they continually demonstrated throughout 
2009 in the Polish Rally Championship.
 “We’re going to start our programme in Mexico, and 
then continue with Jordan, Portugal, Finland, Germany, France 
and Great Britain.”
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

com, “all I know for sure is that the good feeling we had while 
testing was nothing like the feeling on the rally. I did two small 
rallies before Sweden and two days of testing on different 
roads. We had the same sort of conditions on the rally but 
when it came down to it I just couldn’t get the speed. I mean, 
I lost seven seconds on the Super Special! I couldn’t get the 
proper feeling and wasn’t able to brake late and get back on 
the throttle early. That meant I couldn’t get the acceleration 
out of the corners; I had to wait for the throttle all the time.”
As part of a post rally investigation, the differentials from 
Petter’s car have been set to supplier Citroen Racing for 
analysis. But the Norwegian feels his own exhaustion could 
have played a part.
 “We will fi nd out what caused it but at this stage 
I don’t want to blame anything or anybody,” he explained. 
“There are many possible reasons including me. I mean, who 
knows? Maybe it was too much work and stress getting all 
the sponsors and team and car ready. Perhaps we weren’t 
prepared enough. After the rally I spent three days in bed 
because I was completely run down.”
 Solberg owns two Citroen C4 WRCs, but will use 
the same Rally Sweden chassis on the forthcoming round in 
Mexico.
 “I feel on top form now, and I guess we’ll fi nd out how 
the car is on Saturday and Sunday this week when we test out 
there,” he said. “One small bonus of our Swedish result is a 
very good road position in Mexico. It’s a rally I’ve always been 
fast on and we’ve won it too. Based on how we did on Rally GB 
last year, we should be able to do even better in Mexico now 
we have a better car.”
- Credit: www.wrc.com and www.rallybuzz.com

full day of rallying and ended the leg in fourth position, a mere 
eight seconds off the podium.  However overnight adjustments 
to their car, running on a 33mm restrictor for the fi rst time, 
transformed the handling and the pair were back on the pace 
on Sunday morning.
 A pair of second fastest times elevated Mangat and 
Matovu into third overall but the rough nature of the stages 
took their course when the radiator was damaged and they 
were forced out of the event within sight of the fi nish!
 Moses: This is the second rally in two weeks that I 
have retired from whilst holding onto a podium position! Our 
pace on Sunday was brilliant and Jas and I had a good time 
until the radiator was damaged! I am now looking forward to 
continuing my training with Peter ahead of our WRC debut!
 Moses now heads off to the UK to begin preparations 
for his World Rally Championship debut alongside Peter 
Horsey. After an intensive training session in Scotland Matovu 
will return to Uganda to compete alongside rallying legend 
Emmanuel Katto for the opening round of the Ugandan Rally 
Championship.
- Credit: Geoff Mayes Media

Freddy Loix excited by IRC return 
with Skoda Fabia S2000
Freddy Loix has said he is relishing the chance to return to the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge later this season.     
The 39-year-old from Belgium, whose deal to drive a Rene 
Georges-run Skoda Fabia S2000 was confi rmed last week, had 
been left on the sidelines after leaving the Peugeot Team Belux 
operation at the end of last year.   
 He said: “I’m very happy with my new car and my 
new sponsor because it is not easy to fi nd a partner to help 
you. Also, Skoda Belgium has made some investment and that 
will help. I think the Fabia can be a very good car to drive and 
I am very happy with the news.”   
 Loix is unsure of his precise programme of events but 
hopes to enter at least four rounds of the IRC, including the 
Geko Ypres Rally in June.   
 Meanwhile, Rene Georges Rally Sport has confi rmed 
that Nasser Al-Attiyah will contest a total of six IRC rounds this 
year in the team’s other Fabia S2000. 
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com
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The Pirelli Star Drivers were selected 
during 2009 from the four FIA Regional 
Rally Championships in Africa, Asia-
Pacifi c, Europe and the Middle East, 
offering young drivers from across the 
world an equal opportunity to make it to 
the top of the sport.
 FIA President Jean Todt said: 
“The Pirelli Star Driver programme offers 
an invaluable stepping stone for drivers 
to move from regional championships 
to world-level competition. The FIA 
will continue to promote and support 
initiatives that target grass roots 
development and especially those that 
provide clear pathways for young talent 
to progress to World Championship 
competition.”

The drivers
• Ott Tanak (22, Estonia):
Tanak is recognised as one of the sport’s 
most exciting prospects for the future – 
he is already receiving career guidance 
and mentoring from fi ve-time World 
Rally winner, fellow countryman Markko 
Martin. Tanak won the 2008 and 2009 
Estonian Rally Championships.

• Alex Raschi (22, San Marino):
Raschi - considered to be one of the 
fastest young drivers in Italy - started 
rallying in 2005 and last year enjoyed 
his most successful Italian Rally 

Championship campaign by winning the 
trophy reserved for the R3 class. 

• Hayden Paddon (22, New Zealand):
After securing the New Zealand Junior 
Rally Championship title in 2006, 2007 
and 2008, Paddon has claimed many 
more accolades, including the FIA Pacifi c 
Cup, and 2008 and 2009 New Zealand 
Rally Championship titles.

• Peter Horsey (26, Kenya):
Horsey, son of former African Rally 
Champion David Horsey, started his 
career as a co-driver in 2001 before 
getting behind the wheel a season later. 
One of his biggest achievements to 
date has been fi nishing as the highest 
placed two-wheel drive competitor in the 
Kenyan National Championship – a series 
which includes the fearsome Safari Rally. 

• Nicholai Georgiou (26, Lebanon):
Georgiou has been competing in rallying 
for just over three years. Competing in 
the FIA Middle East Rally Championship, 
he fi nished seventh in his debut year in 
2007, equal third in 2008 and sixth in 
the 2009 standings. 

The WRC events have been carefully 
selected by the FIA and Pirelli to offer a 
blend of challenges. At the end of these 
six rallies, the fi ve Pirelli Star Drivers 
will have an exceptional insight into 
what it takes to make it to the top of the 
sport. In between those rallies, there 

will be driver development and training 
programmes as well as promotional 
activities undertaken for both the FIA 
and Pirelli.
 The Pirelli Star Drivers start 
their year-long campaign with a training 
programme in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
The programme, based at Edinburgh 
University and  managed by 2001 World 
Rally Champion co-driver Robert Reid, 
encompasses physical fi tness, nutrition, 
media relations, career management 
and the commercial side of the sport. 
After this, the crews will travel to Italy 
where they will fi rstly receive technical 
training on the care and preparation of 
the car to assist their understanding, 
following which they will begin testing 
the Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution Xs they 
will drive on six rounds of this season’s 
FIA World Rally Championship.
 The fi ve drivers will drive 
identical Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution 
Xs for the six rallies. This Group N car 
is a state-of-the-art turbocharged, 
four-wheel-drive rally car built and 
maintained by Ralliart Italia. The crews 
will also be competing against the 
world’s best drivers in the FIA Production 
Car World Rally Championship.

The Pirelli Star Driver programme is set for 
its second season in the FIA World Rally 
Championship, with fi ve talented young rally 
drivers ready to compete in another six events this 
year.

2010 STAR DRIVERS READY

Story by www.fi a.com
Picture by www.fi a.com

2010 Pirelli Star Driver World Rally 
Championship Calendar:
01) Rally of Turkey (15-18 April)
02) Rally de Portugal (27-30 May)
03) Rally Finland (29-31 July)
04) ADAC Rally Deutschland (19-22 August)
05) Rallye de France (1-3 October)
06) Rally of Great Britain (11-14 November)
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Three Northern Regions and one 
KwaZulu-Natal regional championship 
events will run alongside high profi le 
nationals. Northern Regions events 
will run alongside the Sun City 400, 
the Carnival City 400 and the RFS 
Magaliesberg 4000 with a KZN regional 
running in conjunction with the 
Sugarbelt 400.
 “We are excited about what is 
an important phase in the development 
of our sport,” said MSA Off Road Car 
Racing Commission president Richard 
Schilling. “Regional racing is in a healthy 
state but, as a commission, it is our 
responsibility to nurture the sport at 
grass roots level.
 “One of our major objectives 
this year is to support regional racing 
and by exposing competitors to national 
competition we hope to encourage them 

to move up a notch. We are also hoping 
the move will encourage new blood into 
the sport at grass roots level.”
 Schilling added it was 
encouraging to see regional racing 
drew good fi elds, there was a high level 
of sophistication where vehicles are 
concerned and there was a competitive 
spirit. The new initiative, however, 
provided further incentives for regional 
competitors.
 The opening event of this 
year’s Absa Off Road Championship is 
the Adenco 400, in the Western Cape, 
on March 19 and 20. This year’s series 
will be made up of eight events in the 
Western Cape, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-
Natal, Gauteng, North West Province, 
Botswana and the Free State.

A bold plan of action to build for the future 
has been put into action by the MSA Off Road 
Car Racing Commission with four regional 
championship events to run in conjunction with 
Absa Off Road Championship national races.

BOLD PLAN TO BUILD STRONG FUTURE

Story by www.saoffroadracing.co.za
Picture by www.motorpics.co.za

South African Off Road Racing 
Championship Calendar:
01) 19 - 20 Mar: Adenco 400 (Darling, WC)
02) 16 - 17 Apr: Toyota Dealer 400 (Lydenburg, MP)
03) 21 - 22 May: Sugarbelt 400 (Eston, KZN)
04) 16 - 17 Jul: Sub City 400 (Sun City, NP)
05) 27 - 28 Aug: Carnival City 400 (Carnival City, GP)
06) 24 - 26 Sep: Toyota 1000 Desert Race (Botswana)
07) 22 - 23 Oct: Bloemfontein 400 (Bloemfontein, FS)
08) 19 - 20 Nov: RFS Magalies 400 (Tarlton, GP)

KZN Regional Championship 
Calendar:
01) 27 Feb: Noodsberg 250
02) 10 Apr: Hluhluwe 250
03) 22 May: Sugarbelt 250
04) 03 Jul: Drak 250
05) 14 Aug: Kokstad 250
06) 11 Sep: Creighton 250
07) 09 Oct: New Hanover 250

Northern Regions Championship 
Calendar:
01) 13 Feb: Rustenburg 200
02) 13 Mar: Barberspan 200
03) 01 May: Piet Plessis 200
04) 19 Jun: Lichtenburg 200
05) 17 Jul: Sun City 200
06) 14 Aug: Verwes 200
07) 28 Aug: Carnival City 200
08) 20 Nov: RFS Magalies 200
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H&H: New to the South African and 
Western Cape rally scene for 2010, 
can you introduce us to your team?
Henry Kohne (HK): Being new we are 
still a relatively small team, consisting 
of four main crew members and some 
helpers along the way. Our team 
comprises of driver Divan de Goede 
(22), myself, Henry Kohne as co-driver 
(also 22) and our service crew Desmond 
and Arnold. Our family and friends also 
assist wherever they can, but this list 
would then get too long. 
 We also receive support 
from Coastline Recoveries, Speedy 
Vredenburg, Drikus and Marine and 
Truck Center.

H&H: What is your motorsport 
background?
HK: Our fi rst involvement with 
motorsport was in 2005 when we 
assisted my cousin, Jean Hendrick, at 
servicing during the 2005 Subaru Cape 
Rally. 
 After this, a rally drought 
followed with us only spectating at 
some rallies. During 2007 we joined a 
motorsport club, CPMCC, and became 
more involved during this period. We 
started working at time controls and 
spectator points at the regional and local 
national rallies, gaining good experience 

along the way. 
 Our only competitive event 
thus far has been the 2009 Dayco All-Tar 
Rally and the 2010 Kwik0-Fit Bredasdorp 
Rally.

H&H: What was your main 
motivation in entering rallying and 
what are your aspirations for your 
rallying future?
HK: Its the one sport that has always 
been a passion for both of us. Even 
though it can be a long and rough path 
before actually competing, we decided to 
stick to it as rally is like a drug without a 
chance of rehabilitation. 
 Our aspiration, which I guess 
is the same for everyone else, is to be 
able to be competitive in the National 
Championship and I hope that this is 
achievable sooner rather than later.  
 At the moment we will only be 
focusing on getting seat time, as there is 
no use going fl at-out from the start and 
then ending up bending the car, which 
will be frustrating for Divan.

H&H: This is your fi rst full season in 
rallying. You’ll be competing in the 
competitive Western Cape Regional 
Rally Championship: what are 
your hopes and aims for the 2010 
season?
HK: Well with Bredasdorp being our fi rst 
event on gravel, and only one previous 
session on unsealed surfaces, we are 
hoping to be able to at least fi nish each 

event without any penalties. 
 As our confi dence increases, 
we will be choosing a competitor at each 
event to measure ourselves against 
them, obviously trying to be quicker.   
 I believe that if we have a 
consistent debut season, we might be 
in a favorable position on the points log 
come the end of the year.

H&H: As a relative newbie to the 
sport, what are your thoughts and 
feelings whenever you climb into 
your rally car?
HK: On rallies its usually nervousness, 
but once we line up at the start this 
turns into excitement which I try to 
control in order to concentrate on the 
task ahead. 
 While I cannot speak on what 
he thinks, Divan will usually get quiet 
and very serious once we are in the car, 
trying to get himself in the right frame of 
mind for the stage to be attempted.  
 As we do all the work ourselves, 
one of the things we DON’T have to 
think about is whether the guys who 
did this or that to the car fastened 
everything properly! 

H&H: Do you interact with the 
drivers often? Do they provide 
help and advice to you during this 
learning phase?
HK: I think this is one of the areas 
where rallying is head and shoulders 
above any other form of motorsport.  
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Enthusiasm and passion are the two most 
important factors in success at this sport. Rookies 
Divan de Goede and Henry Kohne have these 
ingredients by the bucket-load! Closely following 
this crew as they contest their fi rst season of 
rallying, HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS introduces you 
to the DH Rally Team!

HENRY KOHNE: THE INTERVIEW

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by Frank Pey, Patrick Vermaak 
and DH Rally Team
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During our fi rst rally, both drivers and 
co-drivers alike ran over to us quite 
often to hear how it went and giving us 
advice.  
 As Divan likes to ask a lot of 
questions, he can often be seen talking 
to another driver trying to fi nd out how 
to approach certain situations and they 
will always help when they can.

H&H: Whom do you respect in 
rallying? What can you learn from 
watching other drivers?
HK: It must be Mohammed Moosa as 
I am a huge fan. I am sure with some 
seat time in the Auris he will be able 
to keep with the guys in the Auris and 
in the near future be fi ghting for the 
Championship. 
 Then there is Gugu Zulu: he 
gave us some great advice. 
 On the navigator side of the 
car, I hope to be able to follow in Pierre 
Arries footsteps; I even copy his hand 
movements when telling Divan to go fast 
and straight. 

H&H: Can you tell us about your 
rally car? 
HK: Our car for the 2010 season will be 
the ex-Wessel Venter Group N2 Toyota 
Corolla RXi. Despite the loss of Class 
N2 in the South African National Rally 
Championship, we have not changed 
anything on the car yet as our 2010 
season goals require a reliable car.  
 As South African readers will 
know, the RXi is fi tted with the legendary 
1600cc 20V 4AGE motor, and thus it is 
indecently quick for its capacity.  
 Suspension-wise we are running 
the proven Bilstein setup, which has 
recently been rebuilt. Braking is taken 
care of by the standard RXi brake setup 
with Toyota Original Parts pads.  
 On the inside, the seats are 
heavy Sabelt Racer Duo’s and the roll 
cage a Chrome-Moly setup.
 At the moment, the car is 
still looking a bit rough as it has been 
standing a number of years before 
Divan bought it, and 2010 will see us 
refreshing the car in segments with a 
respray in the plans for the near future.

H&H: How do you hone your rally 
driving skills? What do you think you 
need to do to set fast stage times?
 Although this may seem 
ridiculous, one way in which we prepare 
for the navigation part is to play Colin 
Mcrae. Divan will switch off all the 
navigational settings, and then we go 
through the stage slowly and write our 
own notes. We then restart the stage 
and use our new notes to get through it. 
  This has defi nitely paid 
dividends when we recently tested our 
car on a farm. As no pace notes were 
available, we had to make our own and 
the practice on the computer game 
allowed us to get it right the fi rst time 
round, meaning less time was spent 
on making the notes and more on the 
testing itself.  
 At the moment, the only other 
practice we get is the seat time on the 
farm, although our complete testing on 
gravel roads amounts to 60kms. 
 For fast times, both driver and 

co-driver must be in synch from the 
start else you will run into problems. A 
little bit of talent and experience also 
helps, but the latter will only come with 
time.
 Preparing the car properly will 
give the crew the confi dence required 
to push when needed, as the last thing 
you want to think about is “did someone 
tighten the strut”.

H&H: Rolling up to the start line of 
the fi rst stage of your fi rst rally must 
have been very nerve-wracking and 
exciting. What was your fi rst event, 
and how did it go?
HK: Our fi rst rally was the 2009 Dayco 
All Tar rally held in November.  As our 
crew got held up in road works, the 
nervousness we experienced was more 
due to the fact that we were late for 
scrutineering rather than the event 
itself.  Once the car arrived and passed 
scrutineering, we actually got calm.  The 
butterfl ies in the stomach started only 
when we were on the liaison to SS1, but 
once we got our starting time and lined 
up, it all went away.  
 The event itself could not 
have gone better.  Even though we lost 
comms during the rally, we managed 
to work out a system and this kept us 
on track.  The car behaved perfectly, 
the driver listened to most of my calls 
and thus we made it to the end in once 
piece, fi nishing 8th overall and 3rd in 
class.

H&H: What are your predictions 
for the 2010 regional season? And, 
in the South African National Rally 
Championship?
HK: Locally, it will be an interesting to 
see how Ettiene du Toit in Class A7 does 
against JP in the S2000 Toyota RunX. 
Nationally, I believe it will be between 
Hergen Fekken in the Volkswagen Polo 
and Charl Wilken in the M-Sport Fiesta, 
with them having the most up-to-date 
battle machines. Toyota will still be 
mixing it with these guys though. 

H&H: The glory days of the current 
WRC cars are numbered. From 2010, 
they will be running S1600+ rally 
cars. What are your views on this? 
HK: I believe the S1600+ will provide 
more excitement than the current cars, 
and with the factory involvement they 
will be up to the current pace in no time.  
Whoever adapts to the different driving 
style required the quickest will have the 
ball in his court. The fact that the new 
rules will open up the sport to a whole 
lot more manufacturers can only be a 
good thing, as the current two-horse 
race is not fi t for what is the pinnacle of 
rallying.



FEATURES

Africa’s 2008 Pirelli Star Driver Champion 
took on the best rally drivers in the 
world, showcasing his ever-increasing 
talent and maturity behind the steering 
wheel on the world’s most revered rally 
stages. Having no experience driving 
a traditional Group N car, the yellow-
coloured Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X 
he piloted was also left-hand drive – 
something Jon had zero experience of 
steering too. 
 The inaugural Pirelli Star Driver 
campaign in 2009 took in six rounds 
of the World Rally Championship’s 
supporter series the Production World 
Rally Championship. Contesting rallies 
in Portugal, Italy, Greece, Finland, Spain 
and Great Britain, the schedule of events 
were handpicked for the Pirelli Star 
Drivers to challenge them to their full. 
Jon was co-driven by Britain’s George 
Gwynn.
 In his fi rst event, the Rally 
Portugal, Jon posted quick stage times 
that improved with each successive pass 
as he gained more confi dence in his own 
abilities and in the machine beneath 
him. Jon not only impressed the Pirelli 
Star Driver team, but caught the eye of 
FIA bosses too. 

 Speaking after the event, Jon 
said: “I’m really pleased with the way 
the event went. I set myself targets 
through the event and we achieved 
them. Obviously, I didn’t have as much 
experience of the car as I wanted, but I 
was only going to get that by staying on 
the road. The SuperSpecial on Thursday 
night didn’t quite go to plan; the one 
thing I absolutely wanted was a clean 
run to settle my nerves – not to slide 
wide and touch the barrier, but that’s 
what I did. Once we got into Friday and 
the gravel stages, everything worked 
better for me. 
 “This was the fi rst event for 
George [Gwynn] and myself and we 
gelled really well. The stages were 
really tough. On the fi rst view they 
don’t look so bad, but there is so much 
detail in there, so many blind crests and 
tight little technical sections. Saturday 
afternoon was really hard work. I had a 
couple of moments in there as well. We 
were pushing on a bit in fi fth gear when 
we ran wide and dropped into a ditch. I 
kept my foot in and the car popped out 
the other side. My heart stopped, but 
as well as getting the experience and 
time in the car, we have to be pushing in 
some places. These fi rst few events are 
really the ones I have targeted. I know 
a bit more about driving in the heat on 

There are not many rally drivers this world who 
are able to lay claim to having competed on the 
world’s best rally roads. Even fewer drivers can 
state they have done so with a full factory-backed 
car underneath them. Only fi ve drivers currently in 
the world have attacked rally stages as Pirelli Star 
Drivers. One such driver is South Africa’s very own 
Jon Williams.

JON WILLIAMS: 
THE YEAR THAT WAS 2009, pt 1

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by www.fi a.com
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rougher gravel rallies – it’s Finland and 
then the asphalt where I will struggle, so 
I have to get it right and quickly before 
Italy.”
 Searing temperatures, technical 
and tricky gravel stages and mechancical 
woes resulted in a high rate of attrition 
for competitors on the Rally d’Italia 
Sardegna, round six of the World Rally 
Championship and the second outing 
for the Pirelli Star Drivers. The Pirelli-
backed Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution Xs 
were plagued by mechanical gremlins in 
this event, with all fi ve crews suffering 
with the same fuel pump problems on 
Day One of this demanding rally. The 
problem was partly fi xed at the end of 
Day One, but it was only Finnish driver 
Jarkko Nikara who was able to complete 
all 17 stages of the event. Jon was 
unfortunately forced to retire from the 
event after SS2 with clutch and electrical 
problems. Together with the other three 
stricken Pirelli Star Driver crews, he 
re-started the rally on Day Two under 
SupeRally regulations.
 Although fi tted with new fuel 
pumps for Day Two’s rally action, the 
Lancers were still misfi ring at the lower 
end of the rev range. Two of the fi ve 
Pirelli crews retired on Day Two, but 
Jon persevered through the long day’s 
rallying. His Lancer once more suffered 
bad luck when he was slowed by the 
loss of power steering on Day Two’s 
afternoon loop of stages. Despite this, 
Jon was able to manhandle his Lancer 
across the fi nish line on Day Three and 
had shown an improvement in pace 
from the opening event of the Pirelli Star 
Driver campaign in Portugal.
 “This wasn’t the easiest rally 
for any of us Pirelli Star Drivers,” said 
Jon at the end of Day Three. “In fact, 
for me, it was the hardest rally of my 
life. After I’d done the recce, I was really 
looking forward to the Friday stages – 
they were nice, fl owing, beautiful roads. 
So to have the problem we had on the 
opening day was a real shame. The 
throttle stuck wide open on the fi rst 
stage, which meant having to switch the 

car off from time to time in the stage, 
but then on SS2 the clutch broke, we 
couldn’t get a gear and we stopped there 
and then. After fi nishing in Portugal, 
my confi dence was much better for 
this event. My pace notes had really 
improved and things were looking good. 
Because of our problems on the fi rst day, 
we were running further down the fi eld 
on the second day and there really was 
some chaos back there. We had people 
crashing and blocking the road in front of 
us, all sorts – it was a bit of a crazy day. 
And it got worse in the afternoon, when 
we suffered a power steering problem. 
The team had changed the steering rack 
at lunchtime and then in the next stage, 
I think a pipe started to leak fl uid. We 
were able to pour some fl uid in for the 
next stage, but that went and I was left 
to get the car through. It was incredible; 
I have to say I did wonder whether or 
not I could carry on. The heat in the car 
was just amazing and all of the time the 
wheel was jumping out of my hands and 
I was having to catch it without power 
steering. My shoulders and back and 
everything were fi nished when we got 
to Olbia on Saturday night. But Sunday 
was better and we got through the fi nal 
fi ve stages. I’m happy with the increase 
in speed we’ve shown – we’ve halved 
the gap to the guys at the front from the 
fi rst event in Portugal. Now we want to 
go to Greece and work on getting that 
gap down again.”
 The third round of the Pirelli 
Star Driver programme took place in 
Greece, and the rock-strewn gravel 
roads and 40-plus degree Celsius 
temperatures tested not only the 
reliability of the rally machines but also 
the Pirelli Star Drivers. Only one of the 
drivers made it to the fi nish line on Day 
Three: Jon Williams!
 Jon and co-driver George 
Gwynn were the only Pirelli Star Driver 
crew to complete all three days of 
competition. His pace and performance 
saw a signifi cant improvement at this 
event, and saw him steadily move up 
the leaderboard to challenge the fastest 

of the Group N drivers. Jon brought his 
Lancer home in a strong 19th position 
overall.
 “And there was me thinking 
Rally d’Italia had been tough!” said Jon. 
“The Acropolis Rally is just amazing. 
I have seen some rocky roads in my 
time rallying in Africa, but this was on 
another level, it was just incredible. 
The fi rst day was okay, but on Saturday 
the second run through the stages was 
unbelievable. There were two tracks 
through the stage and you just had to 
stick in them, the bottom of the car was 
constantly smashing into the ground, it 
was so tough. We had a problem with 
the gearbox in our car on the fi rst day, 
so the team changed it before Saturday. 
On day two, we had some more trouble: 
I had to hold the car in third and fourth 
gear for some of the stages and then 
on the last stage of the day, we only 
had fi rst, second and third. As you can 
imagine, we were on the rev limiter for 
quite a long time in that stage!
 “At the end of the second day, 
the team put the fi rst gearbox back in. 
They’d been able to fi x the problem with 
fi fth gear, but we still had no reverse, 
which meant I had to be really careful 
not to spin. I’m really pleased to get to 
the end of the Acropolis – it’s been a 
major physical challenge for all of us. 
But, at the same time, it’s been good to 
see my times improving for the second 
event in succession. We had our fi rst 
fastest split time overall on this event, 
which was great news and a great 
positive to take away from this event.”
 In next week’s issue of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS, we continue 
thes rest of Jon’s awe-inspiring World 
Rally Championship experiences in part 
of this series. Don’t miss it!
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Fans can expect a fi erce battle for 
the overall lead. Four-time defending 
champion Travis Pastrana of Subaru 
Rally Team USA comes to the 100 Acre 
Wood Rally as the overall National points 
leader after winning the Sno*Drift Rally 
last month in Atlanta, Michigan. 
 However, Travis Pastrana faces 
a signifi cant hurdle against Monster 
World Rally Team driver, Ken Block, 
who has won this rally four years in a 
row!  Block signed with the Monster 
World Rally Team earlier this year and 
is campaigning a 2011 Ford Fiesta. This 
will be the fi rst time he will drive the 
Fiesta at the 100 Acre Wood as he seeks 
to extend his Missouri win totals and 
land valuable points early in the season. 
 Block has said he loves the 
rhythm of the roads in southern Missouri 
and many in the rally community are 
anxious to see him bring his new Ford 
Fiesta into the 100 Acre Wood.
 Block and co-driver Alex 
Gelsomino did not fi nish the Sno*Drift 
Rally after a mechanical failure took the 
team out on the fi rst day. Block needs 
points to contend for the Rally America 
National Championship. The national 
calendar features six rally events and 
competitors cannot drop an event result.  
Last year teams could choose to drop 

two event results from the nine national 
events offered. 
 Adding to the drama in 
this event, the Subaru and Ford 
manufacturers will face a battle from 
the Mitsubishi powered teams of Antoine 
L’Estage, Bill Bacon, and Andrew 
Comrie-Picard, all capable of points 
paying fi nishes on the podium. They are 
currently ranked second through fourth, 
respectively, in the Rally America points 
standings and are always a threat to 
unseat the favorites. L’Estage is a former 
Canadian rally champion. Comrie-
Picard is the current North American 
Rally Champion.  Bacon fi nished on the 
podium at Sno*Drift.
 In the Super Production Class, 
Travis Hanson from Littleton, NH, is 
seeking to extend his lead over Chicago, 
IL resident, Piotr Wiktorczyk, and the 
2009 Rally America Super Production 
champion Jimmy Keeney. All are 
previous X Games competitors and are 
locked in an extreme battle to take over 
the Super Production Class lead. 
 The 2 Wheel Drive Class will 
see particularly interesting action as 
New England favorite, Chris Duplessis, 
seeks to dominate another rally in his 
1990 Volkswagen GTI and continue 
to challenge last year’s 2 Wheel Drive 
Champion Dillon Van Way driving his 
plaid covered Ford Focus. Duplessis 
is particularly noteworthy in that he 

consistently places in the overall top 
10 in a 20 year old Volkswagen against 
much newer and more powerful rally 
cars. 
 The 100 Acre Wood rally is 
known as one of the most scenic rallies 
on the Rally America calendar. It’s set 
in the foothills of the Ozark Mountains 
and named after the story book home of 
Winnie the Pooh. It is home to some of 
the best rally roads in North America. 
Fans will have a chance to meet the 
drivers and see the cars close up at the 
Parc Exposes to be held at the City Park 
in Steelville on Friday 26 February, and 
on 4th Street & Main St. in downtown 
Salem on Saturday 27 February. 
 Saturday will also feature a 
spectator friendly Super Special Stage 
at Potosi Lions’ Park. Super Special 
Stages is a great way to watch an entire 
competition stage from start to fi nish 
from a single vantage point. Prior to 
the Super Special fans will again get a 
chance to meet drivers and take pictures 
of cars at the Potosi Parc Expose. 
 Event schedules, team 
entries, and a spectator guide 
complete with driving directions can be 
located at: http://rally-america.com/
events/2010/100AW/

The nation’s top teams are coming to the Rally 
in the 100 Acre Wood set in the beautiful woods 
of the surrounding Salem, Steelville, Potosi, and 
Viburnum areas of southern Missouri. The 100 
Acre Wood Rally is the second rally in the Rally 
America National Championship Series.

MISSOURI FORESTS FOR MORE 
RALLY AMERICA THIS WEEKEND

Story by www.rally-america.com
Pictures by www.rally-america.com

RA: 100 ACRE WOOD RALLY
26 - 27 February 2010



Starting tomorrow, Rally Tasmania 
includes some of tarmac rallying’s most 
popular stages, including Hellyer Gorge, 
Savage River and the exciting Burnie 
street stage. The event includes sections 
for Modern and Classic cars, and is also 
the fi rst round of the Australian Rally 
Championship.
 Three-time national champion, 
Simon Evans, is the clear favourite 
heading into Rally Tasmania, the fi rst 
round of the 2010 Australian Rally 
Championship (ARC).
 The Victorian has won his 
three previous titles driving a Toyota 
and Mitsubishi, but this year he’s back 
driving for his family-run team, at the 
wheel of a Subaru Impreza WRX STI.
 A crowd favourite, Evans and 
his co-driving wife, Sue, have been the 
pacesetters in three of the past four 
seasons, and are expected to start the 
season well.
 Their biggest threat will 
probably come from last year’s ARC 
runner-up, Glen Raymond, who this year 
has switched to a brand new Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution X.
 Raymond has his brother, Matt, 
reading the pacenotes, and if last year’s 
performances in a Toyota Corolla are 
anything to go by, then they have every 
chance of upsetting team Evans.
 Ensuring that Raymond is kept 
on his toes will be Simon Evans’ younger 
brother, Eli, who’ll debut a Honda Civic 
Type R in Rally Tasmania.
 If the weather conditions 
remain dry, then Evans’ 1600cc, front-
wheel drive Honda will be a real chance 

of victory, however if it rains, then his 
chances will disappear quickly.
 Returning to the sport after 
a couple of seasons contesting the 
Asia-Pacifi c Rally Championship is Scott 
Pedder who, together with his brother 
Mark, has reformed the Pedders Rally 
Team for a two-car assault on the ARC.
It may take Pedder some time to fi nd his 
feet again at ARC level, but his speed is 
unquestioned.
 Melbourne’s Justin Dowel is 
hoping to improve on his fourth placing 
in last year’s championship, while 
Queensland young gun, Ryan Smart, has 
moved up to an ex-works Toyota Corolla 
Sportivo for his attack on this year’s 
title.
 His fellow Queenslander, Steve 
Shepheard, has again committed to the 
ARC in his privately entered Lancer Evo 
X.
 The only Tasmanian in the ARC 
fi eld is Daniel Wilson, who’ll call the 
pacenotes for South Australian driver 
Barry Kirk in a Mitsubishi Mirage RS.
Rally Tasmania is the fi rst of six 
rounds in this year’s Australian Rally 
Championship.
 Entrants in the 30th Rally 
Tasmania will tackle 19 special stages 
covering a total competitive distance of 
210 kilometres. Three stages on Friday 
afternoon will be followed by eight 
stages on both Saturday and Sunday.
The highlight for spectators will be two 
runs around the Burnie street stage on 
Sunday afternoon, the last two stages 
of the rally.  This will be followed by a 
Food and Wine Festival on the Burnie 
foreshore.

EVENTS

Story by www.rallytasmania.com.au
Picture by www.codycrocker.com.au

The 30th anniversary Rally Tasmania has attracted 
a top quality fi eld of over 50 entrants, with 
Australia’s biggest rally stars ready to tackle the 
tarmac roads around Burnie.

RALLY TASMANIA UNDERWAY
ARC: RALLY TASMANIA
26 - 28 February 2010

2010 Australian Rally Championship 
calendar: 
01) Rally Tasmania:   26 - 28 Feb
02) Quit Forest Rally:   16 - 18 Apr
03) Coffs Coast Rally:   16 - 18 May
04) Scouts Rally SA:   26 - 27 Jun
05) Intl Rally Queensland:  31 Jul - 01 Aug
06) Rally Victoria:   13 - 14 Nov



Despite coming under constant pressure 
from Rwanda’s Giancarlo Davite, the 
reigning African Champion never 
succumbed to stress to kick off his bid to 
retain ARC crown on a winning foot by 
only 27s. 
 Davite’s bid to win his second 
consecutive round of the ARC series 
after victory in his home round last year, 
were thwarted by a driver who has a 
good knowledge and experience over 
stages across the African Continent. His 
navigator, Sylvia Vindevogel remains as 
the sole female navigator in the sport 
that is dominated by male counterparts.  
 The lady from Rwanda has the 
gradients of a winning combination after 
becoming the fi rst female navigator 
to win a round of the African of Rally 
Championship in over four decades after 
securing victory in the Rwanda Rally last 
year.
 Fitidis Christakis, also from 
Rwanda was placed third overall in a 
Subaru Impreza.  Arusha-based Amarjit 
Dhillion scored his best ever score in 
the ARC with his fourth place driving 
a Subaru Impreza with Zambia’s Dave 
Shihoka. Jayant Shah and Ravi Chana 
proved as the best drivers in the 
Supplementary Class by bringing their 
Datsun 260Z to the fi nish in the fi fth 
place. Theirs was the sole fi nisher in the 
Class. 
 High speeds caught Valery 
Bukera and his co-driver Nital Khetia off 
guard after they slammed their Subaru 
Impreza into a tree. While the car was a 
write off, both driver and navigator came 
out unscathed. They were attended to 
by the Medical Team from the African 
Medical Trauma Centre Hospital and Well 
Woman Care and Bukera was kept in 
Hospital until Monday for observation.
 Fellow Burundi driver Alain 

Dethise and his navigator Musafi ri 
Fabrice also ended up in a similar fashion 
though slightly better off in terms of 
damage to the car. Dethise lost control 
of his Subaru Impreza a kilometer away 
from Bukera’s incident. 
 Home driver and one of the 
former national champions, Ahmed 
Huwel’s contest faded as quickly as 
his entry into the rally. Having coming 
into the fold at the last minute, the 
Subaru Impreza driver survived just one 
competitive stage before bowing out 
with fuel pump problem. ARC contenders 
Mohammed Essa (Zambia) and Greg 
Stead (Zimbabwe) retried with engine 
failure while Jas Mangat (Uganda) and 
Moses Matovu (Tanzania) retired also 
with engine failure when a clip on the 
radiator hose broke and dumped all the 
water. Randeep Birbi from Tanzania also 
retired with a broken rear wishbone on 
his suspension. 
 Drivers registered for the 
Championship all signed the new 
proposal of the points allocation for 
the championship in line with the new 
F1 and WRC system which awards the 
winner 25, 18, 15,.....etc. This new 
points system still has to be approved 
by the WMSC so the points below are 
provisional subject to confi rmation. 
Bonus points per Leg due to SupeRally 
rules have also been adjusted to be 7, 5, 
3, 2, 1, for the fi ve places in superrally 
per Leg. Thus the winner now gets 25 + 
7 + 7 = 39 points.
 Kenya’ KCB Safari Rally will be 
the next event to be staged over the 
Easter period. New stages will form part 
of the progarmme.

Jamie Whyte successfully defended his title he 
won last year by winning this year’s Kobil Rally of 
Tanzania driving a Subaru Impreza N10 The rally 
was the opening round of the 2010 African Rally 
Championship.

JAMIE WHYTE POWERS TO WIN
ARC: KOBIL RALLY OF TANZANIA
19 - 21 February 2010

Story by African Rally Championship
Picture by African Rally Championship

Final ARC Rally of Tanzania 
Classifi cation:
01) J. Whyte/P. Archenoul  - 121m 30s 
02) G. Davite/S. Vindevogel  - 121m 57s 
03) F. Christakis/D. Guy  - 127m 57s 
04) A. Dhillion/D. Shihoka  - 150m 40s 

ARC Drivers’ Championship 
standings:
01) James Whyte  - 39 points
02) Giancarlo Davite   - 28 points
03) Fitides Christakis  - 20 points

ARC Navigators’ Championship 
standings:
01) Phil Archenoul   - 39 points
02) Sylvia Vindevogel   - 28 points
03) Dekelver Guy   - 20 points

EVENTS
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Based on the technical regulations of 
the 2011 World Rally Championship, the 
S2000 World Rally Championship and 
the World Rally Championship Cup for 
Manufacturers has been greeted with 
overwhelming support and enthusiasm 
in at its launch at the recent WRC Rally 
Sweden.
 With a gaggle of new Ford 
Fiesta S2000 machines prepped and 
preened for the start of this event, 
with highly-talented drivers behind the 
steering wheels, and the fact that the 

M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 won in its 
debut competitive outing, all rally fans 
expected the Fiesta S2000s to power 
into the distance.  However, the Skoda, 
Peugeot and Abarth teams were not to 
be outdone that easily…
 After his WRC debut with the ill-
fated Suzuki World Rally Team in 2008, 
former Junior World Rally Champion 
P-G. Andersson and co-driver Anders 
Fredriksson were left without a top fl ight 
drive for 2009. Deserving of a factory 
seat but unable to secure a deal for 
2010, they took matters into their own 
hands and entered as privateers for the 
WRC Rally Sweden in a Skoda Fabia 

S-WRC: RALLY SWEDEN
12 - 14 February 2010
Offering more excitement for World Rally 
Championship fans, the S2000 World Rally 
Championship is more than a mere supporter 
series. This is the future of the WRC!

WINDOW ON THE FUTURE OF WRC

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by Red Bull Rally and M-Sport
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S2000.
 In his home event, on roads 
he is utterly familiar with, Andersson 
powered through the opening stage on 
Day One of the event to take the lead 
ahead of his fellow S-WRC competitors. 
Drifting, sliding and powering through 
the bends, Andersson showcased his 
rally-winning abilities to cheers from the 
Swedish locals and held onto his lead to 
eventually cross the fi nish line on Day 
Three fi rst. This fault-less and trouble-
free event netted him nine consecutive 
fastest stage times in the S-WRC 
category. His winning margin was 57,3s 
ahead of Janne Tuohino (Ford Fiesta 
S2000).
 “It feels fantastic to win here,” 
said Andersson. “We made a good start 
on Friday, but Saturday and today have 
been very tough on the brain - trying to 
keep focused. I don’t have any plans yet 
for the rest of the season. Let’s see what 
happens, but I hope to come back for 
some more rallies.”
 Tuohino was the fastest of the 
full S-WRC Championship runners in his 
new Ford Fiesta S2000, and comfortably 
placed second in this category over 01m 
59s ahead of Martin Prokop (another 
Ford Fiesta S2000 driver). Tuohino 
suffered problems on Day One of the 
event, and in his fi ght to secure second 
place he set four fastest stage times in 
the S-WRC category.
 Rally ace Martin Prokop (Ford 
Fiesta S2000) has a bright future in 
rallying. After a shaky start to the event, 
Prokop managed to pull a blistering 
stage time on SS16. This stage time 
was not only the fastest of the S-WRC 
runners, but of all the event competitors 
including the WRC cars!
 “I knew I couldn’t catch P-G and 
Janne, so I could relax and enjoy the 
event,” said Prokop. “This rally has been 
nearly perfect, we have had no problems 
at all. We didn’t do anything special in 

terms of our driving so to get the stage 
win on Saturday was great. It was hard 
to fi ght with the others in front because 
they have a better understanding of 
these conditions. The rest of the year 
we will be more confi dent back on gravel 
and it is a big opportunity for us to do 
something really good.”
 Red Bull Rally Team driver 
Patrik Sandell (Skoda Fabia S2000) 
fi nished in fourth place at the end of 
this challenging event 01m 43s behind 
Prokop’s Fiesta S2000. On Day One of 
the rally, Sandell and co-driver Emil 
Axelsson’s gearbox broke reversegear 
and had ripped their tungsten studs 
out of their snow tyres. This slowed 
the crew, but a stirring fi ght saw them 
regain to fi nish fourth in S-WRC and 
15th overall.
 “It has been a very good day 
for Emil and me and everything worked 
well with our Red Bull Rally Team Skoda 
Fabia,” said Sandell. “After the fi rst day 
when everything seemed to go wrong 
we’ve come back strongly and scored a 
good result. I just wish the rally could 
have started again today because there 
have been no problems for us, which has 
been such a relief. It’s too bad the rest 
of the rally wasn’t like this.”
 “Without the problems I 
am sure Patrik could have fought for 
victory here because he’s always very 
quick on his home rally,” said Raimund 
Baumschlager. “But he did not lose 
his belief and completed the fi nal day 
without any problems.”
 The dry and dusty climes of 
Mexico in a week’s time now await the 
S-WRC crews. With a more level playing 
fi eld for the drivers, expect Sandell and 
Prokop to be locked in battle from SS1 
to the fi nish line for the victory in this 
event. I’ll tip Sandell to take victory 
there!

Final S-WRC Rally Sweden 
Classifi cation:
01) P-G. Andersson/A. Fredriksson  – 03h 21m 39,3s
02) J. Tuohino/M. Tuohino  +              57,3s
03) M. Prokop/J. Tomanek  +       02m 56,4s
04) P. Sandell/E. Axelsson  +       04m 40,1s
05) E. Brynildsen/C. Menkerud  +       04m 58,0s
06) B. Sousa/N. Rodrigues  +       07m 15,6s
07) P. Saav/K. Lexe   +       17m 49,4s

FIA S-WRC driver standings:
01) P-G. Andersson – 25 pts
02) J. Tuohino – 18 pts
03) M. Prokop – 15 pts
04) P. Sandell – 12 pts
05) E. Brynildsen – 10 pts
06) B. Sousa – 8 pts 
07) P. Saav – 6 pts
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Jean-Pierre Damseaux and Carolyn Swan 
got down to serious business early on 
to dominate the competition as they 
prepared for their national campaign 
in the Class S5 Team Total Evolution 
Toyota RunX S2000. The presence of 
the ten-time South African and 17-time 
Western Province rally champion driver 
Serge Damseaux kept his son’s team 
on the edge, and their commitment for 
this season was clearly visible. Expect to 
see the Damseaux name return to the 
podium this year.
 The 2009 Junior Western 
Province Champions Thorsten Pey and 
Mark Palmer arrived armed with a pink 
Teletubby doll strapped to the roof vent 
of their Class S4 Winning Business 
Solutions/Forsdicks Tyger Valley 
WBMK BMW 325i. While those present 
were pondering the new, softer pink 
approach, Palmer saw to it that their 
car maintained its status as the best 
rear wheel drive rally car in the Western 
Cape by actually beating all the front 
wheel drive cars to claim second position 
overall. Sharing the opening stage win 
with Damseaux/Swan, the BMW of 
Pey and Palmer looked impressive but 
later suffered a puncture. Their stage 
times on SS6 ensured their place on the 
podium.
 Charl Strydom/Sakkie Bosman 
returned to competition for this 
season, and their always immaculately 
prepared Sabre Paints CPMCC Class A6/
S3 Volswagen Polo gradually upped in 
pace over the course of the event. They 
claimed a well-deserved third overall 
position. 
 Abduraghman Amlay and Garth 
Ritsch made their debut as a team in the 

Class N3/S4 Amlay Motorsport CCMCC 
Toyota Run X RSi and enjoyed their 
event. The fact that they arrived at the 
halfway service park with their engine 
hiding in the sump did slow their pace.
 Kesevan Naidoo/Daniel Blaser 
(Class S3 Toyota Conquest RSi 1600) 
placed fi fth position at the end of the 
event, while Andre George/George du 
Toit (Class S3 Toyota Conquest RSi 
1600) proved consistent throughout the 
stages to fi nish in sixth position.
 Stefanie and Willem Hugo 
experienced an eventful day’s rallying. 
Their Class A6/S3 Wiel/Select Cars-
sponsored Toyota Corolla RXi suffered 
from drifeshaft problems, but despite 
the mechanical gremlins they drove to a 
strong seventh place overall.
 Shaun Jones/Ian Thebus 
encountered some interesting obstacles 
along the route when instructions arrived 
somewhat slower that the pace at which 
they happened to be travelling. Eigth 
overall still managed to keep a smile on 
their faces though.
 Rookies Divan de Goede and 
Henry Kohne once again did themselves 
proud by fi nishing ninth overall in their 
Class N2/S3 CPMCC Toyota Corolla Rsi. 
Their only hiccup occurred when the 
navigator’s electric window guide failed. 
They fi nished the event decidedly more 
dusty than they had planned. 
 Brothers Sebastiaan and Daniel 
Klaasen, completed their debut rally 
in tenth overall in their Class N4/S5 
CPMCC Subaru Impreza STi. Meanwhile, 
running on just three cylinders for most 
of the day, Paul-Hendrik Franken/Uwe 
Pey displayed maturity by nursing their 
ailing Class S2 WBMK Volkswagen Golf 
CSL 1600 to an eventual eleventh spot 
overall. The fi nal team home Gavin 
Grierson and Darren van Greunen in the 
popular tail-wagging Class S4 CPMCC 

Nissan Skyline 2,8 GTX.
 Ettiene du Toit and Patrick 
Vermaak were excited about their debut 
in their new Class A7/S5 Toyota RunX 
rally machine. With only a short drive 
on public roads as testing, they opted to 
treat the Ugly Duckling Filmset Rental 
entry gently in their fi rst drive on rally 
roads. Unfortunately, a simple electrical 
problem saw them stranded 2,31km into 
SS1. After trying a variety of settings 
on their new rally machine, the team 
continued through the rest of the stages 
until they were time-barred at the 
halfway service park.
 Martin Esterhuyse Snr/Paul 
van Greunen were heading for a podium 
fi nish when the left rear suspension on 
the Class S4 WBMK Nissan Sentra 200 
STi failed in a high speed sweep. The 
hapless crew rolled spectacularly out of 
the event in SS6. 
 Ashley Haigh-Smith and Hilton 
Auffray had an even shorter event in 
their much-improved REACT Marketing 
Class A5/S2 CPMCC Toyota Yaris when a 
spring broke in the throttle body enroute 
to SS1. Albertus Loubser eventually fi xed 
the problem and they served clear notice 
of what the Volkswagen crews could 
expect before they too were time-barred 
from the event.

WPRRC: KWIK-FIT BREDASDORP RALLY
20 February 2010
The Western Cape town of Bredasdorp played host 
to the fi rst round of the 2010 Western Province 
Regional Rally Championship, kicking off with the 
Kwik-Fit Bredasdorp Rally.

DAMSEAUX DOMINATES FIRST RALLY

Story by Patrick Vermaak
Pictures by Patrick Vermaak and
Frank Pey

Final Kwik-Fit Bredasdorp Rally 
Classifi cation:
01) J-P. Damseaux/C. Swan  - 00h 56m 44s
02) T.Pey/M. Palmer   +       06m 51s
03) C. Strydom/S. Bosman  +       11m 06s
04) A. Amlay/G. Ritsch   +       11m 18s
05) K. Naidoo/D. Blaser  +       12m 10s
06) A. George/G. Du Toit  +       12m 29s
07) S. Hugo/W. Hugo   +       13m 40s
08) S. Jones/I. Thebus   +       15m 48s
09) D. De Goede/H. Kohne  +       16m 01s
10) S. Klaasen/D. Klaasen  +       16m 35s
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This rally essentially consisted of fi ve 
stages repeated again in the afternoon 
loop, meaning that the rally action 
hotted up as all the competitors attacked 
the stages more aggressivley on their 
second pass. 
 The DHRT left for the Overberg 
on Friday the 19th, hoping to arrive 
early and relax to keep calm before the 
rally and to go over the route DVD one 
last time. This did not go according to 
plan, as our crew and trailer only arrived 
at 02:30am on the morning of the rally.
 On the day of the rally, our 
support crew arrived at the start 
venue early and unloaded the car and 
fi nished last minute tasks before the 
scrutineering bay opened. Once through 
scrutineering, the nervousness set in 
as the long wait until our start time of 
10:26am. 
 With our arrival at the fi rst time 
control point, it was offi cial: DHRT’s 
fi rst gravel rally was underway! The 
temperatures started rising as we set off 
for the fi rst stage of the season. After 
receiving our starting time for SS1, the 
nerves settled all of a sudden as we 
focused on the job ahead.
 The car was fi lled with more 
fuel than needed, and this meant that 
on this sweeping but slippery stage, 

we battled. The tail-end of the car was 
stepping out more than expected on a 
few occasions, and in one moment we 
had the car perpendicular to the road 
direction and had our hearts in our 
mouths.
 The next few stages went off 
without major problems, and we got to 
grips with the slippery roads. The high-
speed nature of this rally also meant 
that I had to trust co-driver Henry at all 
times. This, after all, was our fi rst time 
using pace notes, so this did not go as 
smoothly at fi rst. 
 The repeat of the fi rst fi ve 
stages did, however, help us as this 
meant we could in essence practice 
using the same pace notes again. We 
saw a defi nite improvement in our 
performance as our nervousness in the 
cockpit subdued somewhat and the 
connection between driver and co-driver 
improved tremendously. We will focus on 
fi ne-tuning this before our next rally.
 Some of the more memorable 
incidents occurred before SS8, when 
the Henry’s window jammed open and 
popped out of the guide runners. With 
some duct tape keeping it in place, we 
set off into the stage but the dust was 
almost unbearable in the car. At our next 
road service, the service crew removed 
the glass completely and fi tted some 
yellow tinting, also known as duct tape. 
With a small slot in the new yellow 

window resembling something found 
on war machines, our Toyota tackled 
the long SS9 with the dust still being a 
major issue despite the “upgrade.” The 
new window did, however, provide some 
entertainment to the other crews as we 
arrived at the start of the penultimate 
stage. 
 The fi nal stage of the event was 
a repeat of the oval track stage, and 
this presented us with a chance to not 
stress about being too slow and simply 
enjoying the stage for what it was. The 
relief in the cockpit and service crew was 
tremendous when the car arrived in the 
Parc Ferme at the fi nish venue, with the 
team having completed their fi rst gravel 
rally without major incidents.  
 The fi nal position of DHRT was 
ninth from a starting fi eld of 20, and fi fth 
in Class S3. 
 We would like to thank the 
organisers and sponsors for providing us 
with such a splendid event, having been 
involved as an offi cial before we realise 
what a tough task it is. DHRT would also 
like to thank the following companies for 
providing the team with support:
Coastline Recoveries, Truck and 
Marine Saldanha, 4 Wheel Alignment  
Vredenburg and Speedy Vredenburg.

This past weekend the DH Rally Team (DHRT 
- pronounced “dirt”) competed in the Kwik-Fit 
Bredasdorp Rally in the ex-Wessel Venter Class 
S3 Toyota Corolla RXi. HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS 
will be following their rookie season, bringing you 
reports and features on their progress. 

DHRT RALLY TO STRONG FINISH

Story by DH Rally Team
Pictures by Frank Pey

WPRRC: KWIK-FIT BREDASDORP RALLY
20 February 2010




