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Welcome to issue 124 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!
 Inside this week, HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS is pleased to bring you 
a fantastic competition presented by 
Veloce Publishing. You stand a chance 
to win a great rally book and readers of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will enjoy a 
special discount of 25% off Veloce Books. 
More details are to be found on page 15.
 As always, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman
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The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

Pierre Campanan makes winning 
S2000 debut in Italy last weekend
On his Super 2000 competition debut in Italy last weekend, 
at the Ronde del Grifo in the Veneto region, up-and-coming 
Frenchman Pierre Campana won his class and fi nished second 
overall.   
 Driving a Peugeot 207 S2000 run by the Munaretto 
team for the fi rst time, Campana was only defeated by a much 
more powerful World Rally Car. A total 20 S2000 and fi ve WRC 
cars started the rally.   
 The event took the form of a 13,5-kilometre asphalt 
stage repeated four times in a clover-leaf format. The Ronde 
del Grifo is traditionally used by several well-known Italian 
drivers as a warm-up for the season ahead, meaning that 
Pierre faced tough opposition.   
 Despite his inexperience with the car, which was 
backed by Ellip6 - a ground-breaking French simulator 
company - Pierre did not put a foot wrong. Co-driven as 
always by his fellow Corsican Sabrina de Castelli the 24-year-
old thoroughly enjoyed his successful debut, which took place 
in cold and icy conditions.   
 “It was one of the most fun days in a rally car that I 
have ever experienced, “ said Pierre. “Our objective before the 
start of this rally was not to look for results, or even times, but 
instead to get used to this type of car. I have to say that we 
adapted to it extremely quickly, and found it really enjoyable 
to drive. I was able to experiment with a few different things 
in order to get a good basic overall picture of how the car 
behaves in different circumstances. I’d like to thank Ellip6 for 
their extremely valuable support: their logo on the car looked 
fantastic and attracted a lot of interest. The only bit I did not 
enjoy was getting out at the end of the day!”   
 Pierre has already shown his adaptability in the past 
by recording some stunning results in one-off drives, such as 
third in the Junior World Rally Championship classifi cation on 
the Tour de Corse - France’s round of the WRC - two years 
ago. More recently, he won the Renault Clio R3 category on his 
fi rst trip to the legendary Sanremo Rally in Italy and fi nished 
12th on the Monte Carlo Rally in January. On both those 
occasions, his Clio was run by Munaretto.   
 The Frenchman is planning to contest an exciting 
programme of selected events this year, which is due to be 
announced this week.
- Credit: www.pierrecampana.com

Rally Islas Canarias replaces Rally 
Principe de Asturias in IRC
Eurosport Events, the promoter of the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge, has today announced that Rally Islas Canarias 
‘Trofeo El Corte Ingles’ will replace Rally Principe de Asturias 
on the 2010 IRC schedule.   
 The event will become the fourth round of the 12-
event IRC series and take place from 28 April-1 May. A one-
year agreement has been reached between Eurosport Events 
and the Canarias Sport Club with an option for a two-year 
extension.   
 Confi rmation of Rally Islas Canarias’ inclusion in 
the IRC is the result of a successful collaboration between 

Eurosport Events and Real Federacion Espanola de 
Automovilismo. This was instigated after the organisers of 
Rally Principe de Asturias decided they could not honour the 
terms of their agreement with Eurosport Events and declared 
they would no longer host the IRC round, which had been due 
to run from 9-11 September.   
 Marcello Lotti, the General Manager of the IRC, said: 
“We are grateful to President Carlos Gracia Fuertes, of Real 
Federacion Espanola de Automovilismo, who supported the 
IRC in fi nding a quick and solid alternative solution after Rally 
Principe de Asturias encountered fi nancial issues. Rally Islas 
Canarias enjoys a good reputation and benefi ts from a strong 
organisational background. We are hopeful this partnership will 
not be a one-off experience.”   
 Rally Islas Canarias is an all-tarmac event and 
is one of the most famous rounds of the Spanish asphalt 
championship. The rally organisers are making special 
arrangements for IRC international regular teams to transport 
their cars and equipment to the event.   
- Credit: www.rally-irc.com

P-G. Andersson eyes complete S-WRC 
season in Skoda Fabia S2000
Swedish driver Per-Gunnar ‘P-G’ Andersson has put himself 
fi rmly back in contention for this year’s inaugural S-WRC 
crown by confi rming an ongoing programme with the Czech JM 
Racing Team, reported www.wrc.com.
 Andersson, a previous double winner of the J-WRC 
title, returned to the WRC competition on this year’s opening 
round in Sweden, winning the Super 2000 class in a Skoda 
Fabia.
 At the time, the Swedish appearance was seen a one-
off for P-G, but with 25 points in the bag he has since brokered 
a deal to tackle at least fi ve more S-WRC rounds this year - 
and is hoping to complete the seven required to be eligible for 
the drivers’ title.
 JM Racing is understood to be close to registering for 
the 2010 WRC Cup competition, which would make it the 11th 
team to do so. Andersson hopes to complete the whole season 
with the Czech squad, but other drivers could stand in if he 
was unable to fi nd the necessary backing from sponsors.
 In Jordan, Andersson, will use the same Fabia 
S2000 he drove in Sweden. Inside the car, however, there is 
a signifi cant change with his former Suzuki co-driver, Jonas 
Andersson, taking over from Anders Fredriksson.
 “The goal is to start in the S-WRC races remaining in 
Europe but a lot depends on how we do at attracting sponsors 
and funding,” said P-G, who turned 30 last week.
 “Jordan is a special and diffi cult rally. It’s very open 
terrain and it’s very diffi cult to judge distances and see the 
road. When we drove it in 2008 it was very good for me and 
Jonas, so we are aiming for victory this time,” he added.
- Credit: www.wrc.com



Dulux Trade MSA British Rally 
Championship offi cially launched
The offi cial launch of the Dulux Trade MSA British Rally 
Championship took place at the headquarters of Dulux Trade in 
Slough on Tuesday.
  The event was attended by both British Rally 
Champion and 2009 Pirelli Star Driver Keith Cronin and British 
Teams Rally Champions Pirelli TEG Sport. Keith was joined by 
new co-driver Barry McNulty, while the co-driver of a second 
TEG Sport run car, Julian Wilkinson accompanied the 2008 
Pirelli Star Driver Adam Gould, as its driver Alan Cookson was 
forced to miss the event owing to business commitments.
 Dulux Trade Marketing Director Steve Snaith was 
joined by several members of his team along with staff from 
other departments, who all braved chilly weather conditions to 
cheer in the new partnership
 Between posing for photos with the assembled staff 
and drivers he said, “We are delighted to be sponsoring the 
UK’s leading rally championship as Dulux Trade is a leading 
brand all about high quality, high performance products, 
exactly the qualities of the British Rally Championship.”
 The staff had been encouraged to attend in red, white 
and blue, with the most appropriately patriotically attired 
person winning a ride with the reigning British Rally Champion. 
Winner Jenny Perks from the Purchasing department said, “I’ve 
never been in a rally car before so even though we only drove 
round the block it was quite an experience.
 Greenlight Television was on hand to record 
the moment for the Sky Sports Championship preview 
programme which will be broadcast on Sunday 28th March 
at 18.30, followed on Monday 29th at 18.00 by coverage 
from the opening round of the Dulux Trade MSA British Rally 
Championship, International Bulldog Rally North Wales.
- Credit: www.rallybrc.co.uk

Henning Solberg’s pace in WRC Rally 
Mexico is cause for optimism
After setting stage times in Mexico which left the factory Ford 
team drivers trailing in his wake, Stobart M-Sport Ford Rally 
Team driver Henning Solberg is optimistic his good form will 
carry on to the next WRC round in Jordan, reported 
www.wrc.com.
 The Norwegian was faster than Ford drivers Mikko 
Hirvonen and Jari-Matti Latvala on seven of Rally Mexico’s 21 
stages and his pace on Saturday - which included a second-
fastest time on the 23.27km SS11 Duarte - prompted the 
works team to adopt some of Henning’s settings on their cars.
On only his second rally using English pace notes read by new 
co-driver Ilka Minor, Solberg went on to fi nish sixth, less than 
thirty seconds behind Latvala.
 “It was a good rally and I feel happy with the car and 
the pace notes,” said Solberg. “The only problem really was 
the brakes, because I’m still using them too much. Especially 
in the mornings I used them all up, but that’s my fault - a bit 
stupid from my side. Apart from that there is not much we 
could have done better.
 “After the weekend I’m feeling optimistic about 
Jordan. I think we will be really quick there and the car will be 
much faster because we are under the sea level.” he added.
 Solberg’s team-mate Matthew Wilson collected 
manufacturers’ championship points for Stobart under 
SuperRally rules after crashing out of the event on Saturday 

Gavin Cronje enthusiastic about rally 
championship debut
Gavin Cronje’s debut appearance in the Sasol SA Rally 
Championship didn’t last long – two special stages to be exact 
– but it was enough to get his adrenalin going and convince 
him that he’d made the right decision.  
 One of South Africa’s most versatile motor sportsman, 
he is a past national karting and Formula Volkswagen 
champion and international karting and sports car champion 
and the closest he’d come before to rallying was a season in 
national championship off road racing in a bakkie.
 “I loved my fi rst rally experience.  I’m really excited 
about it and if I could get back in the car tomorrow I would,” 
he enthusiastically exclaimed.  “It was a very brief experience, 
but it was enough to convince me that it was more than worth 
the trouble and expense to tackle the opening round of the 
championship at such short notice.  It was very different to 
anything I’ve done before and I know I have a lot to learn.  I’m 
grateful to Volkswagen for making a car available to me and to 
Motorite Racing for including me in their team.”
 Cronje and co-driver Van Aardt Schoeman tackled 
the Tour Natal in the cane fi elds on the north and south coasts 
of KwaZulu Natal in a class A7 Motorite Racing Volkswagen 
Polo.  Despite power steering problems in the very fi rst special 
stage, they found themselves only 20 or so seconds behind the 
fastest car in the class.  The steering rack burst its oil seals 
as they came into the service point at the end of the stage 
and the Motorite Racing service crew disconnected the power 
steering.  This appeared to lead to an alternator problem, 
slowing the pair even further as the Polo lost power. 
 “It was very diffi cult to steer the front-wheel drive 
Polo with no power steering and when the alternator belt came 
off during the stage and the engine dies on us, we reluctantly 
decided to call it a day,” said Cronje.  One of the more 
irrepressible and fun-loving competitors around, the 30-year-
old was not disheartened. 
 “I’m happy with my fi rst effort at rallying.  With no 
power steering and a down-on-power engine we dropped only 
around 30 seconds on the second stage.  I think there’s a lot 
to come from Van Aardt and me.  We’re going to get in some 
practice before the next round in Cape Town and try to catch 
up a bit.”
 The next round of the Sasol SA Rally Championship 
is the Toyota Dealer Rally in the Western Cape on 26 and 27 
March.

morning. “Obviously we’re frustrated at what happened on 
Saturday because we had been going well and this was an 
event we thought we could take a really good result from,” said 
Wilson. “We went back out on Sunday and tried a few different 
things with our setup. It was quite a bit better but it’s always 
disappointing to be SuperRallying.
 “The team picked up another good haul of points at a 
very diffi cult event,” concluded Stobart team principal Malcolm 
Wilson.
 “Henning turned in a very good performance 
throughout the whole weekend. His four top-three times on 
Saturday were particularly impressive and I hope he can 
continue producing that kind of form over the rest of the 
season. Matthew will be disappointed to have had his rally 
cut short on Saturday as he’s not made many mistakes over 
the past year, but he will dust himself off and look to get back 
among the points at Rally Jordan,” he added.
- Credit: www.wrc.com



Major changes for Unterberger for 
2010 rally season
With only a month to go before the opening round of the 
New Zealand Rally Championship [NZRC] at Otago, Nelson’s 
Dominick Unterberger and his Excelsior Rallysport team are 
proud to announce some major changes for their NZRC 2010 
campaign.
  Looking forward to the year ahead in the newly 
acquired former BNT Subaru of Richard and Sara Mason, 
Dominick will also have a change to the in-car team as 
Taranaki’s Sarah Coatsworth will bring her years of experience 
to the co-driver’s seat. 
 Testing has already begun, with the fi rst outing for 
the pair being the Whariti Hillclimb held in Woodville at the end 
of last month.
 “As planned, it was time well spent getting used to 
the car and it’s capabilities,” says Dominick. “These are big 
changes this year with a new car and co-driver, but I am now 
feeling confi dent going into Otago.”
 With the fi rst round for the Vantage Aluminium-
sponsored Championship being just around the corner on the 
10th and 11th of April, the Team at Excelsior Rallysport are 
now fully focused on preparing both the car and themselves for 
the event.
 “We want to be able to have the car and ourselves 
settled and ready, so come Otago we can absorb as much as 
possible from what will be a major learning experience amidst 
some very serious competition.”
 Sarah comments “If it hadn’t been for Confi gure 
Express New Plymouth helping me with my fi tness and 
nutrition after having given birth to Marcus 5 months ago, I 
would have been right behind the eight ball at the start of the 
season, but now I am ready and raring to go”.
 Dom and his Team would like to thank their loyal 
group of Supporters: My Parents, Gary & Kit from Alltrax NZ, 
Alexandra & Leighton from the Alpine Lodge Nelson Lakes 
National Park, Francis from Novus Auto Glass - all from Nelson, 
and now, of course, their new mentors for 2010 - Richard 
and Sara Mason and the BNT Mason Motorsport Team from 
Masterton.
- Credit: Supplied.

Meet the Swedish summer in the 
South Swedish Rally 2010
In the middle of May, the South Swedish Rally takes place. 
This rally has through the last 35 years been the most 
important summer rally in Sweden. It is one of the rallies in 
the Swedish National Championship and also in FIA’s NEZ Rally 
Championship and the Mitsubishi Ralliart Evolution Challenge 
Sweden.
 Over three days and 15 special stages you get a 
possibility to race on the best of gravel surfaces, on narrow 
and fast roads and all in the most beautiful of surroundings. 
Last years winner was the fast and furious Norwegian driver 
Andreas Mikkelsen who won just ahead of Sweden’s own super 
star P-G. Andersson. You will fi nd more information in Rally 
Guide 1 and on the offi cial homepage 
www.southswedishrally.com:
* Rallyguide 1: South Swedish Rally 2010:
http://www.southswedishrally.com/pdf/2010/Rally_
Guide_1_2010.pdf
* More info: http://www.southswedishrally.com
- Credit: Supplied.

Ireland still has a chance of hosting a 
round of the WRC in 2011
There is still hope that Ireland may stage a round of the World 
Rally Championship in the not to distant future.
 It appears that the FIA would be willing to include 
some form of event rotation in the WRC calendar after 
rejecting North One Sport’s draft proposal for 2011, based on 
only annual events.
 World Rally Championship Commission president 
Morrie Chandler told autosport.com: “I know North One 
doesn’t want rotation, but there are some obvious candidates. 
A year ago, I believed we had reached a solution that there 
would be seven or eight, maximum nine annual events and 
then eight which would rotate.
 “The new events which joined the series, like Norway, 
Jordan and Ireland all said from day one that they would 
be happy to run every second year. This provides a bit of 
colour and allows you to tell a different story each year, while 
retaining your core events.
 “I don’t hold that rotation is the solution, but I do see 
a small portion of rotation as, perhaps, meeting the needs of 
some countries and adding variety. I’ve had this debate with 
North One and they’ve got good business reasons about why 
they don’t want to do that and I can understand that.”
 Rally Ireland director John Naylor told the Belfast 
Telegrah: “It could mean the door is open for us again 
although I would not expect Rally Ireland to be included in any 
revised calendar for 2011 at this stage. But I am encouraged 
by the possibility we could be considered for 2012.”
 Interestingly, FIA president Jean Todt is believed 
to have asked Morrie Chandler to start exploring a merger 
between WRC and IRC.
 If this was to happen surely the Circuit of Ireland 
Rally (an IRC Supporter event for 2010) would be in pole 
position to represent Ireland on the world stage.
 Next year Rally Director Bobby Willis intends to run 
the event from Belfast to Dublin, which will meet the FIA’s 
request to visit both capitals. Also, key members from the 
successful team who organised Rally Ireland in 2007/09 are 
now running the Circuit.
 The Circuit of Ireland is the most prestigious 
motorsport brand in the country and funding is in place to run 
the rally, both commercially and politically, as a cross-border 
event.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com
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In the fi rst of many events in the 
Motorite Racing Volkswagen Polo S2000, 
Evan Hutchison and I started the season 
amidst the 17-strong Class S2000 
competitors with little testing time in our 
new rally machine.
 Not knowing what to expect, we 
tested the car for the fi rst time Thursday 
afternoon before the rally on a test 
stage, and man, was this AWESOME!
 Getting up to pace with the 
speed of this proper piece of machinery 
wasn’t easy: one really had to know 
what to read in the navigational side 
of the cockpit. Talking, reading and 
breathing faster in one single second! 
 Evan Hutchison, being the 2009 
South African National Off-Road Racing 
National Special Vehicles Champion 
loved the four-wheel drive car; he is 

use to the grip and acceleration of an 
all-wheel drive car. He said: “It is so 
forgiving. You can put your nose into 
a corner knowing that you will see the 
next one.”
 Adrenaline rushed through 
our veins from the word go on the 
fi rst stage. The corners came up much 
quicker than in our previous Class A7 
car, and sliding into the sugarcane fi elds, 
we realized that we had much more 
speed and momentum, and should up 
our game to prevent losing valuable 
seconds off the road.
 Heading into SS3, we were 
smiling. The S2000 is so much fun to 
drive, we were pushing hard and almost 
made it to the end when we overshot 
a corner and had to reverse. Realising 
the reverse gear was broken, I had to 
push the car and we ended up losing a 
valuable 02m 30s. That didn’t do our 
result any favours.

 Sunday morning saw a lot of 
fellow competitors suffering problems. 
This resulted inthe Motorite Racing Team 
moving up the leaderboard. 
 We decided to play it safe for 
the remaining stages of the weekend, 
because to fi nish fi rst you have to fi rst 
fi nish! And so we did, in 11th position 
overall. One delighted Motorite Racing 
Team, and two relieved crew members!
 For Round Two of the South 
African National Rally Championship, our 
aim is to be the fastest of the privateer 
Class S2000 runners, and maybe 
surprise one or two of the factory teams!
 See you all in Caledon in the 
Western Cape on 26th and 27th March 
for the Toyota Dealer Cape Rally!

South African rallying’s fastest lady Elvene 
Coetzee enjoyed a successful debut in the 
national championship’s premier class, Class 
S2000, with driver Evan Hutchison in the recent 
Total Tour Natal Rally. Writing EXCLUSIVELY for 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS, Elvene recounts her 
2010 rally season experiences in our “Ladies in 
Rallying” campaign. 

TAKING THE STEP UP: ELVENE COETZEE

Story by Elvene Coetzee
Pictures by Motorpics
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Saint Petersburg, Russia - The Baja 
Russia Northern Forest 2010 is the 
second round of the International FIA 
Cup for Cross Country Bajas, and was 
held near Saint Petersburg in southern 
Karelia on 26 - 28 February. 
 Unsurprisingly, the international 
status of the competition attracted many 
participants from other countries: crews 
from Hungary, Croatia, Ukraine, Latvia, 
Italy, Poland and Russia made up the 44 
crews on the entry list.
 This event also marked the 
fi rst round of the Russian Rally-Raid 
Championship, as well as that of the 
Latvian Championship.
 Fortunately this year there was 
no lack of snow as big snowfalls and 
constant frosts recently had completely 

overturned doubts about global warming 
to present the participants of the 2010 
edition of the Baja Russia Northern 
Forest event with exciting adventures in 
a true Russian winter.
 Polish driver Krzystof 
Holowczyc* fi nished fi rst and Russian 
driver Alexandr Zheludov was second 
overall, but during the fi nal scrutineering 
the air restrictors on their cars were 
found to not conform with the FIA 
technical requirements. By the Steward’s 
decision, the result of crew of car 
number 8 (A.Zheludov/A.Rudnitskiy) 
was excluded. And, car number 2’s 
(Krzystof Holowczyc/Jean-Marc Fortin) 
air restrictor was sealed and sent to the 
FIA Technical Department in Geneva 
for fi nal decision on the measurement. 
On 10 March 2010 the FIA Technical 
Department issued a statement that it 
had measured the air intake restrictor 

Story by Eva Kovkova
Pictures by Eva Kovkova

Reporting from Saint Petersburg, Russia, 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS newest contributor, 
Eva Kovkova, brings us brilliant photographs and 
an entertaining feature article on the Baja Russia 
Northern Forest 2010 event.

HEAVY SNOWS ADD TO THRILLS
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Final Classifi cation:
01) B. Gadasin/V. Demyanenko 
(G-Force Motorsport) – 04h 47m 12s
02) A. Mironenko/S. Lebedev 
(Nart Time) – 04h 59m 30s
03) Y. Solovyev/V. Korolev 
(Nart Time) – 05h 05m 35s
04) B. Novitsky/V. Evtekhov 
(G-Force Motorsport) – 05h 15m 41s
05) V. Volikov/A. Volikov 
(G-Force Motorsport) – 05h 32m 13s
06) A. Cherednikov/E. Kuznetsov 
(G-Force Motorsport) – 05h 46m 33s

FIA Cup T2 category:
01) Victor Volikov/Anatoliy Volikov
02) Andrey Cherednikov/Yevgeniy Kuznetsov
03) Nuno Matos/Filipe Serra

Russian Championship - Overall:
01) Alexander Zheludov/Andrey Rudnitsky
02) Boris Gadasin/Vladimir Demyanenko
03) Alexander Mironenko/Sergey Lebedev

Latvian Championship – Overall:
01) Boris Gadasin/Vladimir Demyanenko
02) Bogdan Novitsky/Vitaly Evtekhov
03) Aldis Vilcans/Dayra Vilcane

of this car and found that it measured 
33.52mm, which exceeded the 
maximum permitted air restrictor size 
(33 mm without tolerance). This resulted 
in Krzystof Holowczyc being immediately 
excluded from the fi nal classifi cation of 
the Baja Russia Northern Forest 2010.
 So it is Boris Gadasin (G-FORCE 
MOTORSPORT) - last year’s winner of the 
Baja - fi nished third in this year’s event, 
but he is now declared the winner.
 The weekend of 18 – 21 March 
2010 will play host to the third round 
of the FIA International Cup for Cross-
Country Bajas in the Regione Friuli 
Venezia Giulia in Italy. Registration 
closed with a strong list of 114 
enthusiastic competitors. Highlighting 
the upward trend of this sport, the past 
year had only 76 crews on the entry list. 
A duel between Gadasin and Holowczyc 
has been announced, as was in Saint 

Petersburg. 

* Krzysztof Holowczyc not only 
participates in rally raiding, where 
he achieved a fi fth place fi nish in the 
Dakar 2009, but he is also a rally driver. 
This Polish driver won his national 
championship on numerous occasions 
and was crowned the European Rally 
Champion in 1997. Last season, in 2009, 
at the Orlen Platinum 66th Rally Poland 
(WRC Rally Poland), where he drove for 
the Stobart M-Sport Ford Rally Team 
in a one-off appearance for the team, 
marked the best-ever result for a Polish 
driver in international rallying when 
Krzysztof fi nished sixth overall in this 
event ahead of Sebastien Loeb.

To view more of Eva Kovkova’s 
photography, please visit: 
http://picasaweb.google.ru/kovkova.eva/
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This past weekend’s Mayo Stages Rally 
saw a battle for the lead throughout the 
day between Evans and Kevin Barrett 
(Subaru Impreza WRC), while young 
charger Craig Breen (Ford Fiesta S2000) 
pressured them to the fi nish line.
 Three times Irish National Rally 
Champion Niall Maguire repeated his 
fourth place of the opening round in 
Nenagh, with Declan Boyle placing fi fth 
overall ahead of a group of Ford Escorts 
running in the modifi ed classes which 
fi lled half of the top ten places.
 It was the pace of Craig Breen 
that surprised and impressed his rivals 
and spectators alike in this weekend’s 
event.

 Defending Irish Dunlop National 
Rally Champions Patrick Elliott/Paul 
Goodman (Subaru Impreza WRC) won 
the National Category of the Mayo 
Stages Rally. This pair fi nished six 
seconds ahead of Niall Maguire/Enda 
Sherry in a similar Subaru Impreza WRC. 
For the overall Irish Dunlop National 
Rally Championship standings, Elliott 
now leads Maguire by four points. Kevin 
Barett/Sean Mullally (Subaru Impreza 
WRC) took third place after they reeled 
in the Opel Corsa S2000 car of Gareth 
MacHale/Barry Goodman on the closing 
stages.

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by www.rallyprint.com

Round Two of the Dunlop Irish National Rally 
Championmship was won by Welsh visitor Melvyn 
Evan (Subaru Impreza WRC), as he repeated his 
winning performance from two weeks earlier to 
win the opening round of the Irish season too.

BREEN PUSHES HARD FOR PODIUM
INRC: MAYO STAGES RALLY
13 - 14 March 2010

Final Overall Mayo Stages Rally 
Classifi cation:
01) M. Evans/P. Walsh   - 01h 17m 09s
02) K. Barrett/S. Mullally  - 01h 17m 29s
03) C. Breen/D. Roberts  - 01h 17m 50s
04) N. Maguire/E. Sherry  - 01h 18m 42s
05) D. Boyle/B. Boyle   - 01h 20m 59s
06) D. Gallagher/P. Garry  - 01h 21m 10s
07) C. Bradley/C. Henderson  - 01h 21m 37s
08) V. Hunter/M. Doherty  - 01h 22m 52s
09) S. Flanagan/B. Miller  - 01h 23m 10s
10) E. Ferry/D. Heena   - 01h 23m 22s

Final Irish National Championship 
Classifi cation:
01) P. Elliott/P. Goodman  -        55m 22s 
02) N. Maguire/E. Sherry  -        55m 28s 
03) K. Barrett/S. Mullally  -        57m 37s
04) G. MacHale/B. Goodman  -        57m 45s
05) G. Jennings/M. Brady  -        58m 32s 
06) D. MacBride/J. Gallager  -  01h 00m 22s
07) B. O’Mahony/J. Higgins  -  01h 00m 41s
08) T. Fitzmaurice/F. Foley  -  01h 01m 31s 
09) P. Elliott/B. Doherty  -  01h 01m 32s 
10) R. Woods/M. Byrne  -  01h 01m 32s
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The Autotek-sponsored Ford Fiesta 
S2000 of Al-Qassimi and co-driver 
Michael Orr enjoyed a slender 7,7s 
overnight lead. They then attacked Day 
Two’s dusty seven stages to record their 
fi rst ever win in the Kuwait International 
Rally with a lead of 49s.
 This vitory has taken him 
to joint lead of the MERC 2010 
Championship standings with Qatar’s 
Nasser Al-Attiyah. Al-Qassimi’s seventh 
win in regional rallying has earned him 
joint fourth most successful driver in the 
history of the MERC.
 “This win came at an important 
time and it has given me a great chance 
to challenge for the Middle East title,” 
said Al-Qassimi. “It is only my second 
event in the Ford Fiesta and I showed 
in Qatar that the pace is there. We were 
able to control the event today and take 
no risks.
 “It is nice to be back on the top 
step of the podium with a win here in 
Kuwait. It has thrown the championship 
wide open. I must give a special thanks 
to the Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority and 
my team for giving me this chance.”
 Rashid Al-Ketbi/Khaled Al-Kendi 
(Skoda Fabia S2000) performed well in 
Kuwait, but were unable to match the 
pace of Al-Qassimi/Orr. On Day Two 
his speed was hampered by a blocked 
air fi lter as a reult of the dusty and dry 
stages. Al-Ketbi fi nished the event in a 
strong second place overall, and netted 

eight important Championship points.
 Yazeed Al-Rajhi/Matthieu 
Baumel started Day Twon in fi fth position 
overall with their Kronos Peugeot 207 
S2000, and recorded impressively fast 
stages times on Day Two to even battle 
for stage wins with Al-Qassimi. An 
unfortunate engine problem sidelined the 
crew after they had worked their way up 
the leaderboard from fi fi th to third in the 
penultimate stage.
 Khalid Al-Suwaidi/Nick Beech 
fi nished third overall in their Autotek 
Subaru Impreza WRX STi, fi nishing 
ahead of Abdullah Al-Qassimi/Steve 
Lancaster (Subaru Impreza). This strong 
result was surprising as the Qatari driver 
was forced to use his Subaru recce car. 
His mechanics worked through the night 
ahead of the rally to convert the recce 
car into a rally machine. Al-Suwaidi even 
managed to post the fastest stage time 
in SS8!
 The 1993 MERC Champion 
Hamed Bin Eid Al-Thani and co-driver 
Arif Yousuf (Subaru Impreza) powered 
their way into fi fth place, and are 
shaping up for a strong 2010 season.
 It was Essam Al-Nejadi/Anwar 
Al-Sharrah who began Day Two as the 
leading Kuwaiti crew, and they managed 
to hold on to the fi nish to claim a well-
deserved sixth place overall. Other 
Kuwaiti drivers Meshari Al-Thafi ri and 
Abdullah Al-Hajri were seventh and ninth 
respectively. Twenty of the original 27 
starters made Day Two and only 16 of 
the 27 crews were registered as fi nishers 
of this gruelling event.

MERC: KUWAIT INTERNATIONAL RALLY
05 - 06 March 2010
In the second round of the Middle East Rally 
Championship (MERC), the UAE’s Sheikh Khalid 
Al-Qassimi claimed his seventh regional rally win 
last weekend to earn himself the joint lead of the 
2010 series after the second round in Kuwait.

AL-QASSIMI TAKES DESERVED WIN

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by M-Sport

Final Classifi cation:
01) K. Al-Qassimi/M. Orr  – 02h 13m 51,1s
02) R. Al-Ketbi/K. Al-Kendi  – 02h 14m 40,1s 
03) K. Al-Suwaidi/N. Beech  – 02h 20m 43,0s 
04) A. Al-Qassimi/S. Lancaster  – 02h 22m 02,3s 
05) H. bin Eid Al-Thani/A. Yousuf  – 02h 24m 21,0s 
06) E. Al-Nejadi/A. Al-Sharrah  – 02h 29m 05,8s 
07) M. Al-Thafi ri/F. Al-Thaifi ri  – 02h 35m 21,9s 
08) M. Al-Marri/F. Alouh  – 02h 36m 54,6s 
09) A. Al-Hajri/O. Hamdar  – 02h 46m 33,1s 
10) J. Al-Marri/K. Khoder  – 02h 47m 41,4s

Drivers’ Standings:
01) Nasser Saleh Al-Attiyah  – 10 pts 
= Khalid Al-Qassimi   – 10 pts 
= Hamad Bin Eid Al-Thani  – 10 pts 
04) Misfer Al-Marri   –   8 pts 
= Rashid Al-Ketbi   –   8 pts 
06) Khalid Al-Suwaidi   –   6 pts 
07) Amjad Farrah   –   5 pts 
= Abdullah Al-Qassimi   –   5 pts 
= Essam Al-Nejadi   –   5 pts 
10) Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari –   4 pts

Co-Drivers’ Standings: 
01) Giovanni Bernacchini  – 10 pts 
= Michael Orr   – 10 pts 
= Arif Yousuf   – 10 pts 
04) Nicola Arena   –   8 pts 
= Khaled Al-Kendi   –   8 pts 
06) Nicky Beech   –   6 pts 
07) Denis Giraudet   –   5 pts 
= Steve Lancaster   –   5 pts

2010 MERC Calendar:
03) Rally Jordan:   01 - 03 April
04) Rally Saudi Arabia:  20 - 22 April
05) Rally Lebanon:   17 - 19 September
06) Rally Syria:   07 - 09 October
07) Rally Cyprus:   05 - 07 November
08) Rally Dubai:   02 - 04 December



VELOCE PUBLISHING
THE PUBLISHERS OF FINE AUTOMOTIVE BOOKS

WIN!WIN! One of fi ve selected 
books from the popular 
“Rally Giants”“Rally Giants” series 
every two weeks.

PLUSPLUS save 25% on Veloce 
Publishing’s Books* when ordered 
directly from www.veloce.co.ukwww.veloce.co.uk by 
quoting “HHrally25” at checkout.

* Offer excludes leather and limited editions, gifts vouchers, 
other coinciding offers and non-Veloce products. P&P extra.

This week’s prize is “Audi 
Quattro” written by Graham 
Robson.
Question:Question: How many World 
rallies did the Audi Quattros 
win?
Send your answers to 
evanrothman@gmail.com.evanrothman@gmail.com. 
The winner will be randomly 
chosen from correct entries 
received.
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With the overall victory of Rally Mexico 
being claimed by Sebastien Loeb/Daniel 
Elena (Citroen Total World Rally Team), 
Ford’s top factory drivers in the World 
Rally Championship Mikko Hirvonen and 
Jari-Matti Latvala fi nished a lacklustre 
fourth and fi fth places respectively. 
Struggling to fi nd the pace to match 
of the Citroens’ the Fords were happy 
to settle for the points in Mexico last 
weekend.
 For the other Ford crews, the 
Rally Mexico was successful: Malcolm 
Wilson’s team of engineers can be very 
pleased with their Ford Fiesta S2000 
machines as they swept to a one-two 
victory.
 Based in the town of Leon, the 
Mexican rally provided action aplenty 
throughout the weekend in the S-WRC 
category as three on-form Fiestas 

battled against Skoda Fabia S2000s. It 
was 24-year-old Pole Michal Kosciuszko 
who started the rally off with a bang on 
Day One and opened a gap of 30s after 
the fi rst loop of stages. This talented 
rally driver’s Mexican fi esta came to an 
abrupt end when his Ford Fiesta S2000’s 
alternator belt snapped and forced him 
to retire from the rally.
 Xavier “Xevi” Pons assumed 
the lead, and managed to keep Martin 
Prokop behind him over the rest of 
the opening day’s stages. A slender 
8s separated Pons and Prokop at the 
overnight halt.
 Day Two saw Pons extend his 
lead on the day’s opening speed test, but 
he was then struck with clutch problems 
costing him 40s and dropped him behind 
Prokop. The Czech Prokop drove steadily 
to fi nish Day Two 4,8s ahead of Pons.
 In the meantime, Kosciuszko 
had enjoyed another bittersweet day 
of rallying: having returned under 

S-WRC: RALLY MEXICO
04 - 07 March 2010
Once again this season, the mighty Ford Fiesta 
S2000 from M-Sport topped the timesheets. 
Dominating Rally Mexico’s S2000 World Rally 
Championship, Xevi Pons and Martin Prokop 
battled each other for the S-WRC honours in a 
spectacular duel.

XEVI PONS WINS IN MEXICO

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by M-Sport
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SuperRally rules he showed fantastic 
pace in the Ford Fiesta S2000 to win 
four S-WRC stages before being hit 
by another mechanical problem that 
stopped him in his tracks once again, 
this time a broken propshaft.
 The three stages of Day Three 
was set for a Pons and Prokp showdown. 
Pons’ clutch problems were remedied 
at the overnight service halt, and he 
immediately set the pace on SS19 to set 
the fastest stage time. Prokop was not 
able to respond, and decided to rather 
settle for second place and claim the 
valuable points. As if to highlight his 
pace, he did win on the fi nal stage. That 
meant Pons could drive steadily and 
secure victory on his fi rst S-WRC event 
and fi rst rally in the Ford Fiesta S2000 
by a margin of 17,6s.
 The pace of the Ford Fiesta 
S2000 crews was once again highlighted 
by the fact that both Pons and Prokop 
fi nished eighth and ninth overall on the 
rally, ahead of some WRC competitors. 
 “It’s an incredible start to the 
season for us,” said Xavier Pons. “We 
had a few problems on Saturday that 
made it diffi cult but today [Sunday] the 
car was perfect and we knew we could 
go for the win. It’s a great car and we 
felt more and more comfortable after 
every stage as we learned more about 
it. We are so happy with the way things 
went here and of course we want to 
continue like this for the rest of the 
year.”
 Martin Prokop said: “It was 
a very hard rally. We took a lot of 
damage on Friday so we had to drive to 
save the car and make it to the fi nish. 
Here we decided to take points for the 

championship rather than fi ght Xevi for 
the win so we are happy with the result. 
It puts us in a strong position and we 
are looking forward to the next round as 
we can afford to fi ght for the win then.”
 “It’s been another outstanding 
weekend for the Ford Fiesta S2000,” said 
M-Sport’s Managing Director Malcolm 
Wilson. “Pons and Prokop securing 
fi rst and second at Rally Mexico was 
impressive, particularly as it was Pons’ 
fi rst event in the car. However, Michal 
Kosciusko deserved to be up there 
with them as he drove exceptionally 
well throughout the event only to be 
thwarted by a couple of frustrating 
problems.
 Qatar’s Nasser Al-Attiyah retired 
from third place at Saturday’s fi nal 
service. The former P-WRC champion 
damaged the inlet manifold on a heavy 
landing on SS16 and the decision was 
taken to withdraw his Skoda Fabia 
S2000 before the restart.

Final Classifi cation:
01) X. Pons   - 04h 01m 26,1s
02) M. Prokop   +              17,6s
03) M. Kosciuszko   +       33m 36,8s
04) E. Brynildsen   +       33m 59,8s
05) A. Lovera   +       35m 55,5s

Toshi Arai, former P-WRC Champion, 
was Araujo’s closest rival throughout 
the event, but lost considerable time 
when he damaged a wheel on Day Two. 
This allowed Araujo the space to snatch 
the clear lead in his Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution IX.
 Araujo’s win in Mexico has 
moved him to the top of the Drivers’ 
Championship standings with a 15 point 
over Patrik Flodin. 
 “A fantastic event,” said Araujo. 
“A bit fi ght with Arai, no mistakes all 
weekend and the car was always perfect. 
The team worked very well. Yesterday 
we were on exactly the same time as 
Arai and we were both pushing on the 
limit. Something was going to happen. 
In the end I’m lucky it was Toshi that 
made a mistake and I won. Today it was 
boring, only saving the car, no pushing, 
but in the end, victory!”
 Toshi Arai (Subaru Impreza 
WRX STi) fi nished the event in second 
place, 03m 16s behind Araujo to also 
earn 18 P-WRC Drivers’ Championship 
points.
 “Second place is not so bad 
but we had many, many problems,” he 
said. “But it’s not all bad news; the car 
is much, much better than last year’s, 
and I’m very comfortable in it, so I hope 
to get some better results later in the 
season.”
 It was Argentinean Miguel Angel 
Baldoni took the fi nal podium place in 
the P-WRC category, completing the rally 
some six minutes behind Arai.

Final Classifi cation:
01) Armindo Araujo   - 04h 04m 14,2s
02) Toshi Arai   +       03m 16,7s
03) Miguel Angel Baldoni  +       08m 53,0s
04) Benito Guerra   +       17m 49,6s
05) Gianluca Linari   +       21m 32,7s

S-WRC Drivers’ Standings:
01) Martin Prokop   - 33 pts
02) P-G. Andersson   - 25 pts
= Xavier Pons   - 25 pts
04) Eyvind Brynildsen   - 22 pts
05) Janne Tuohino   - 18 pts

P-WRC: MEXICO
04 - 07 March 2010
Reigning Production 
World Rally Champion 
(P-WRC) Armindo 
Araujo cruised to a 
comfortable victory in 
P-WRC Rally Mexico 
last weekend. His drive 
netted him the fi nal spot 
in the overall top ten.

ARAUJO IS TOPS

Story by Evan Rothman

P-WRC Drivers’ Standings:
01) Armindo Araujo - 40 pts
02) Patrik Flodin - 25 pts
03) Anders Grondal - 18 pts
= Toshi Arai - 18 pts
05) Gianluca Linari - 16 pts
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New to the IRC calendar, this exciting 
event is one of the world’s most 
established and celebrated rallies with 
2010 its 30th anniversary. The rally base 
is located in the town of Carlos Paz (2 
200km south of Curitiba), and rallying in 
this region is supported by enthusiastic 
fans.
 The event boasts an exciting 
new Spectator Special Stage, a 3,30km 
asphalt stage in the centre of the host 
town of Carlos Paz, where two cars will 
go head-to-head. This stage will be run 
twice, fi rst on Day One and then as 
fi nale on Day Three.
 Day Two sees the rally action 
kick off in earnest with seven stages 
scheduled in the Calamuchita Valley 
and Sunday’s (Day Three) action heads 
to gruelling gravel roads of the Punilla 
Valley for another six stages.
 The fl owing nature of the stages 
are somewhat deceptive, as they are 
slower and more technically demanding 
than those of Curitiba earlier this month. 
The gravel surface is also sandier, wich 
increases the risk for punctures as there 
is a greater likelihood of rocks being 
pulled into the road. Ruts will also play 
a major role this weekend, as will the 
disadvantage of running fi rst on the 
stages. 
 A total of 69 crews have 
entered Rally Argentina, the highest 
number to have registered for a round 

of the IRC so far this season. While the 
majority are based in Argentina, several 
have travelled from Brazil and Uruguay 
to contest the Codasur Championship, 
which runs in tandem with the IRC and 
Argentine national championship on the 
event.
 Reigning IRC Champions Kris 
Meeke and Paul Nagle (Peugeot 207 
S2000) have limited experience of the 
Argentinean gravel roads. They only 
time Meeke has been on the roads in 
Argentina as in when he completed a 
recce in 2005 when he contested the 
Junior World Rally Championship.
 Favourite to challenge for the 
overall victory here this weekend is Juho 
Hanninen (Skoda Fabia S2000), who is 
a big fan of this event while it weas run 
as a World Rally Championship event. 
He fi nished third in 2007 on this rally in 
the Production World Rally Championship 
category. 
 His team-mate, Jan Kopecky, 
has never competed in Argentina before 
so will be looking to call upon the Finn’s 
knowledge of the stages in an effort to 
improve upon the fourth place fi nish he 
achieved in Brazil. He will most likely be 
challenged by Briton Guy Wilks (Skoda 
Fabia S2000) here this weekend. 
 Nasser Al-Attiyah (Skoda Fabia 
S2000) will be making his IRC debut at 
this event, and has chosen it because it 
is his favourite rally in the world he has 
stated. He won the P-WRC category here 
last season, so is a threat to the leading 
IRC drivers.

 Federico Villagra is one of 
Argentina’s most successful rally drivers 
after winning his country’s domestic title 
on eight occasions. The 40-year-old, 
nicknamed El Coyote, will give M-Sport’s 
Ford Fiesta S2000 its latest outing in 
the IRC although his lack of time behind 
the wheel of the car could put him at a 
slight disadvantage during the opening 
stages. Rally Argentina is likely to mark 
Villagra’s only outing in the IRC this 
season so he will be determined to put 
on a strong show.
 Aside from the IRC regulars, 
there will be a host of Argentine drivers 
capable of fi nishing in the top ten on the 
rally. Gabriel Pozzo is highly regarded 
and won the fi rst round of the Argentine 
championship, Rally Mina Clavero, last 
month. He will team up with Claudio 
Menzi in the two-car Barettero Subaru 
team. Luciano Bernardi leads the Tango 
Rally Team’s challenge in a Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo X where he will be joined 
by Nicolas Madero, Alejandro Cancio 
and Marcos Ligato. Brazilians Luciano 
Fleck and Rafael Tulio will be among the 
favourites for IRC 2WD Cup honours in 
their Peugeot 207s, as will Argentina’s 
Pablo Palaez in a Honda Civic.
 Next week’s issue of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will feature 
a full event review. Visit http://
handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com 
during the course of the weekend for 
stage updates and news fl ashes.

IRC: RALLY ARGENTINA
19 - 21 March 2010
The Intercontinental Rally Championship‘s 2010 
season is fast gaining momentum as this week 
sees crews heading back to South America for the 
third round of the season, Rally Argentina.

HANNINEN TO TAKE VICTORY?

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by IRC Media
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The Darling-based race sees the debut 
of the Team Castrol Toyota squad under 
new team principal Glyn Hall who, over 
the last decade, engineered the near 
total SP Class dominance enjoyed by a 
string of Nissan factory teams. Nissan 
have withdrawn from motorsport and 
their challenge will be in the hands of 
capable privateer teams.
 The Ford Racing team will also 
miss the opening event and the usual 
off-season musical chairs provides for 
some interesting developments. Of 
particular signifi cance here is veteran 
former South African champion Hannes 
Grobler, after 33 years of driving a 
variety of Nissan products, behind the 
wheel of a Toyota.
 Also behind the wheel of a 
Toyota is reigning driver’s champion 
Duncan Vos who was part of the Hall 
dynasty at Nissan. Vos, looking for a 
third successive SA title, will have to do 
without the services of Ralph Pitchford, 
who has joined the rally ranks, and will 
be partnered by Rob Howie.
 Vos/Howie will have Anthony 
Taylor/Robin Houghton as team-mates 
with the Toyota stalwarts staying with 
the new look squad.
 Over the last couple of seasons 
the premier SP Class has shown 
phenomenal growth and there are no 
fewer than 14 entries this weekend. The 
two Team Castrol Toyota cars will be 
hot favourites but there are a couple of 

crews of whom they will be wary.
 The charismatic Grobler, 
teamed up with experienced Hennie ter 
Stege in the RFS Toyota Hilux, will be 
one of the dangermen. Gary Bertholdt 
and Andre Vermeulen also fall into this 
category in the Atlas Copco Toyota Hilux.
 Other Toyota teams expecting 
to do well include the highly capable 
Chris Visser and Jape Badenhorst (Team 
Barberspan Toyota Hilux), George 
Barkhuizen, now paired with David van 
Wyk and the ever improving Christiaan 
du Plooy and Henk Jansen van Vuuren 
in a second RFS Hilux. Ramon and Maret 
Bezuidenhout also move up a notch in 
a Red Star Raceway Toyota Hilux, and 
Ruwacon Racing will fi eld a Toyota Hilux 
for Pieter Ruthven/Rudi Britz and a Ford 
Ranger for Louw de Bruyn and Riaan 
Greyling who move up from Class E.
 A delay in obtaining parts from 
overseas and lack of testing will keep the 
Ford Racing pair of Neil Woolridge and 
Kenny Skjoldhammer at home, with the 
Ford challenge bolstered by the steady 
Kobus van Tonder and son in-law Freddie 
Kriel in the Uni Freight Ford Ranger. 
 Two Regent Racing Navara 
entries carry the Nissan fl ag with former 
SA champion Buks Carolin returning 
from a lengthy sabbatical to partner 
Terence Marsh who won a South African 
title in the Special Vehicle category. 
Brothers in law Mike Whitehouse and 
Mathew Carlson move from the Special 
Vehicle category into the SP Class with 
consistency likely to be a forte for both 
teams. 

 Class D will be a straight fi ght 
between reigning champions Dewald 
van Breda and Johann du Toit in the 
Northam Toyota Hilux D4D, and former 
champion Cliff Weichelt, again partnered 
by experienced Johann Smalberger in 
a similar vehicle in N1 4x4 colours. The 
battle between the two crews went to 
the wire last year, and more of the same 
can be expected.
 The Megaworld 4x4 Toyota 
Hilux pair of Pikkie Labuschagne and 
Rickus Erasmus will fancy their chances 
in Class E. The pair lost last year’s title 
race by a single point and will be looking 
to exert early dominance.
 The Ford Racing pair of Lance 
Woolridge and Ward Huxtable sit this one 
out but there is an interesting new entry 
in the form of Etienne Bezuidenhout and 
Hanro Visser in an Adenco Ford Ranger. 
Bezuidenhout is the reigning Class B 
co-driver’s champion and switches from 
navigating to driving.
 With Louw de Bruyn and Riaan 
Greyling moving into the SP Class, the 
Ruwacon Ford Ranger will be taken over 
by Gerald le Roux and Willem Pretorius 
with the Pretoria Motor Club pair an 
unknown quantity.
 The start/fi nish and designated 
service point will all be situated at the 
Darling Club. The Donaldson Prologue 
to determine grid positions will start at 
13h30 on Friday and the race at 08h00 
on Saturday.

SAORRC: ADENCO 400
19 - 20 March 2010
The Production Vehicle category will have a new 
feel about it at the Adenco 400, opening round of 
the Absa Off Road Championship, in the Western 
Cape this weekend.

NISSANS TO DOMINATE IN 2010?

Story by Motorsport South Africa
Pictures by Motorpics




