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Welcome to issue 125 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!
 Inside this week, HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS is pleased to bring you 
a fantastic competition presented by 
Veloce Publishing. You stand a chance 
to win a great rally book and readers of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will enjoy a 
special discount of 25% off Veloce Books. 
More details are to be found on page 11.
 As always, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman
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The world’s latest rally news
SEND YOUR TEAM’S NEWS, PRESS RELEASES 
OR UPDATES TO EVAN.HHMAG@GMAIL.COM!

New Latvian Automobile Federation 
president elected last week
In presidential elections held on March 20th, the Latvian 
Automobile Federation (LAF) got a new president, Mr. Janis 
Naglis (pictured). He succeeded Mr. Dainars Dambergs, who 
was LAF president for the last 12 years.
 Janis Naglis is a well known driver in Latvia, who 
participated in local and international off-road events and the 
Dakar rally in particular. He runs a hotel business in Latvia’s 
capitol,  Riga. In the election he got the majority of votes, 
more than 80%.
 When I asked what would rallying in Latvia gain from 
his presidency, Mr. Naglis said that the sport could benefi t from 
his links in the business world (getting sponsorship money, for 
example) and with local governments that could help with the 
organizing of various rallies in the country.
 His vice-presidents are Mr. Andris Zvingevics, a 
former rally champion and coach of USSR rally team, now an 
LAF Observer, and Mr. Raimonds Kisiels, a businessman and 
rally driver who would represent sportsmen in the LAF.
 The term of the LAF presidency is for four years, but 
from now on the LAF president could be elected for just two 
terms.
- Written by Liga Stirna

Jan Kopecky reveals he had fears of 
crashing at IRC Rally Argentina
Jan Kopecký has revealed he came close to going off the road 
after encountering Kris Meeke’s stricken Peugeot 207 on the 
penultimate stage of Rally Argentina yesterday.
 The Czech inherited Meeke’s third place when 
the British driver stopped with broken steering on the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge round.
 But he said it was hard to remain focused after 
spotting Meeke’s car parked up by the side of the road.
 “I saw Kris on the left side and realised something 
had happened to him,” said Kopecký, whose third place 
completed an emphatic one-two-three for Škoda. “I lost a 
little bit of concentration and then it was very diffi cult to 
concentrate after that.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Al Qassimi switches from Focus WRC 
to Fiesa S2000 for Jordan Rally
The UAE’s Khalid Al-Qassimi has sitched cars for the 
forthcoming Jordan Rally to enable him to mount a challenge 
for this year’s Middle East Rally Championship title (MERC).
 Al-Qassimi, the Middle East title winner in 2004, had 
been lined up to drive a Focus World Rally Car as part of the 
factory Ford team in Jordan. But after strong performances in 
the opening two rounds of this year’s MERC in a Ford Fiesta 
S2000, the Emirati has been given the chance to fi ght for 
the whole series - starting with the round which runs on the 
second and third days of the Jordan Rally.
 Al-Qassimi and his Ulster co-driver Michael Orr 
currently hold the joint lead of the 2010 MERC after two of 

eight rounds. The pair won the most recent event in Kuwait 
and had led the opening rally in Qatar until two punctures in 
the penultimate stage forced their retirement.
 In Jordan, the pair will go up against one of the other 
joint leaders, the defending champion Nasser Al Attiyah.
 “At the beginning of the year our programme was to 
do nine WRC events, the WRC candidate round in Abu Dhabi 
and maybe one or two Middle East Championship rounds - now 
with the whole MERC we’re up to 18!” Al Qassimi told wrc.com.
 “It’s going to keep me busy but I’m really excited. In 
Jordan I will still have the same support team and mechanics, 
but they’ll work on my S2000 car not my Focus. I was a bit 
unlucky about what happened in Qatar, but we’re still in the 
fi ght. I’m grateful to the Abu Dhabi government and Ford who 
have given me this chance to try and win the title again.”
- Credit: www.wrc.com

WRC Rally Mexico surpasses all 
expectations, event was smash hit
Guanajuato’s Bicentenary Rally 2010 was a smash hit 
according to the attendance fi gures for this the seventh edition 
of the rally to be held in the state, beating all the expectations 
of the organisers, the press and the media in general, both 
here in Mexico and around the world.
 Guanajuato’s Tourism Development Secretary, Sergio 
Enrique Rodríguez Herrera, reported that over 450 thousand 
visitors came to León, Silao and Guanajuato during its 
Bicentenary Rally 2010, providing a boost to the local economy 
to the tune of 300 million pesos. This year’s crowd included 
some 35 thousand visitors from countries such as Argentina, 
the US, Canada and Spain, as well as those from various states 
around the country, including Nuevo León, Jalisco, Mexico City, 
San Luis Potosí, Querétaro and Michoacán.
 At the same time, Guanajuato’s Bicentenary Rally 
2010 drew attention from around the world thanks to its Rally 
de la Salud, the “Health Rally”, which managed to carry out 
over 5,700 actions aimed at improving the well-being of local 
families and the community in general.
 In total, health care was offered to more than 25 
thousand inhabitants in 12 communities in Guanajuato, Silao 
and León, amongst these, Ibarrilla, Alfaro, San Antonio, Sauz 
Seco, La Laborcita, Las Coloradas, Vaquerías, Derramadero, 
Nuevo Valle, La Concepción, Rincón de Ortega and Lomas de 
Yerbabuena.
 Families in these communities benefi tted from over 
one thousand check-ups that dealt with a range of conditions; 
some 1,253 people received fl u vaccines and 985 people were 
given smear tests, breast examinations and vaccines, were 
weighed, measured or had their blood pressure taken, or were 
tested for alcohol and other addictions.
 Furthermore, some 1,014 people were provided 
with treatment for caries and gingivitis. Extractions and other 
dental conditions were also performed. Another 1,425 attended 
talks on preventive health care.
 Tourism Development Secretary, Sergio Enrique 
Rodríguez Herrera, was confi dent that this event had, in the 
eyes of the world, shown Guanajuato as an example of how 
international sporting events for motorsports and others should 
be organised to also raise attention to more social matters.



Organisers confi rm that Dakar in 
2011 will take place in South America
After two editions in South America, the organisers of the 
Dakar are pleased to announce that the world’s leading rally-
raid will take place there again in 2011.
 The excellent relations built up with the two countries, 
the vital assets in sporting terms, as well as the swell of 
enthusiasm seen amongst spectators last January, have led 
the Dakar team to propose a third instalment in Argentina and 
Chile for the 2011 edition, which will take place from 1st to 
16th January.
 For Enrique Meyer, the Argentine Secretary of State 
for Tourism, “being able to count on the Dakar again is a 
dream come true for Argentina. For the last two years, in 
addition to the sporting aspect, we have displayed to the whole 
wide world (more than 190 countries) our landscapes and 
people. We are very proud to welcome the Dakar again and 
have worked very hard to be able to do so”.
 Furthermore, the new Minister for Sports in Chile, 
Ruiz Tagle, explains, “It is an honour for Chile to be confi rmed 
as a co-host of the Dakar 2011. We are convinced that this 
veritable international festival of sport is a perfect way of 
showing the unique sites of our country to the rest of the 
world. We would like to underline the importance of this event 
at a time when our country is suffering the consequences of 
a devastating earthquake. This Dakar will help us look toward 
the future and demonstrate that Chile is capable of overcoming 
such misfortune”.
 For the coming years, the rally organisers are 
continuing to work on several projects, in particular the 
possibility of a return to the African continent.
 The detailed route and sporting news will be unveiled 
at a press conference in Paris on 29th April.
- Credit: A.S.O. and www.rallybuzz.com

Guy Wilks believes he still stands 
chance to win IRC title

Revolution Wheels relishing return to 
British Rally Championship
 Revolution Wheels is set to support four cars across the two 
highest profi le rally championships in the United Kingdom 
when the Dulux Trade MSA British Rally Championship and the 
Dunlop/ Wonago.com MSA British Historic Rally Championship 
both kick start their seasons on the Bulldog International Rally 
of North Wales this weekend.
 Revolution Wheels will mix experience with young 
talent as Alistair Fisher and Max Utting join championship 
regular Rob Swann and Historic rallying ace David Stokes on 
the opening round which is based in Welshpool.
 Irishman Alistair Fisher will once again team up 
with Rory Kennedy in a Mitsubishi Evo 9. After fi nishing the 
2009 season in third overall, very impressive considering the 
talented Fisher was tackling the series for the fi rst time; the 
young nephew of Irish legend Bertie will be one to watch this 
season.
 Max Utting and Kate Blake have only one international 
start to their names, but after fi nishing seventh overall on 
the 2009 Pirelli International Rally the pairing have a strong 
background. Max will be using the ex Karl Simmons Subaru 
Impreza N12B and will be looking for a strong start to the 
season.
 Rob Swann and Darren Garrod return in their Subaru 
Impreza, now upgraded to full N16 specifi cation. Rob and 
Revolution Wheels go back many years and whilst Rob might 
not be the youngest member of the team he had experience of 
all the events to call upon.
 David Stokes and Guy Weaver will also be fl ying the 
Revolution Wheels fl ag high in the Historic section of the rally. 
Dubbed the ‘fan’s favorites’ the Dunlop/ Wonago.com MSA 
British Historic Rally Championship has grown in strength and 
prestige in recent years and after narrowly missing out on 
the 2009 title former Champions Stokes and Weaver will be 
pushing hard from the word go in their Ford Escort Mk I.
 Warren Mckiernan, Revolution Wheels Director; this 
weekend is a big occasion for Revolution Wheels as we will be 
supporting four very talented drivers in four different types of 
car. We are delighted to support the talented youngsters that 
are coming up through the ranks, and in Rob and David we 
have two seasoned regulars who will be keen to prove that 
experience still counts for something!
- Credit: Geoff Mayes Media

 The Government offi cial assured those present that 
with these results, Guanajuato has laid the groundwork to 
ensure that it will continue to form part of the offi cial WRC 
calendar.
- Credit: Adrian Molina and www.rallybuzz.com

Guy Wilks has conceded that he was beaten by the better 
driver on Rally Argentina last weekend but believes he can 
still take the fi ght to event winner Juho Hanninen for the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge title.
 Wilks fi nished a distant second to Hanninen on the 
gravel event and managed one fastest stage time compared 
to the 11 recorded by the factory Skoda Motorsport pilot, who 
heads the drivers’ standings by fi ve points as a result of his 
success in Argentina.
 However, second place for Wilks on Rally Internacional 
de Curitiba earlier this month meant he left South America 
with the same number of points as his rival, which has given 
him renewed belief that he can overhaul Hanninen at the top 
of the table before too long.
 “Okay, Juho won this rally quite comfortably and I 
would liked to have pushed him harder but it wasn’t to be,” 
said the Skoda UK Motorsport-run Wilks. “But at the same 
time we take away the same amount of points from South 
America as Juho so we’re standing in a good position in the 

championship.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com
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Along with Ford and Citroen (who are 
currently competing in the World Rally 
Championship), a handful number 
of manufacturers have made their 
future WRC intentions known as well 
as a number of existing teams in the 
Championship. 
 Bringing down the ever-
increasing costs of World Rallying, 
this latest decision ratifi ed by the 
World Motor Sport Council will make 
participation in the top echelon of 
this sport more accessible and more 
competitive.
 Ford is the fi rst manufacturer 
to have stepped forward with its plans 
for 2011, and has now accelerated 
development work on its all-new Fiesta-
based machine.
 What was holding back the 
development of the 2011 World Rally 
Cars was specifi cation of engines. This 
agreement has enabled Ford of Europe 
and its rally partner, M-Sport, to step up 
the development of their new vehicle. 
Powered by a 1.6-litre turbocharged 
engine, which has to be either sourced 
from a manufacturer’s base engine or 
can be purpose-built in accordance with 
the new rules as set forward by the 
FIA’s World Motor Sport Council, these 
new World Rally Cars will be as exciting 
and dramatic to watch and driver as the 
current World Rally Cars.
 Ford of Europe’s motorsport 
chief Gerard Quinn welcomed the World 
Motor Sport Council’s decision last week. 
“It’s vital for the sport that we respond 
to greater environmental awareness and 
also refl ect the direction that our road 
cars will take. It makes good sense to 
introduce the 1600cc turbo engine as 
early as possible, while using all the 
existing S2000 technical regulations that 

have proved so effective,” he said.
 Ford’s 2011 championship car 
will be named the Fiesta RS WRC and 
will replace the record-breaking Focus 
RS World Rally Car. Since its debut 
in 1999, the Focus has won 42 world 
rallies, with highlights in 2006 and 2007 
when Ford won the Manufacturers’ 
World Championship. This mighty car 
has scored points on an amazing 121 
consecutive World Rallies, a record 
dating back to the start of the 2002 
season.
 The Fiesta RS WRC will be 
based on M-Sport’s Fiesta S2000 rally 
car which was launched in 2009 and 
won its debut event, the legendary 
Monte Carlo Rally as run as the opening 
round of the 2010 Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge series, in January this 
year. For 2011, there will be signifi cant 
differences between the two cars, not 
only with the new 1.6-litre engine, but 
also in terms of appearance.
 Engineers from Ford and 
M-Sport are co-operating closely on the 
development of the new turbocharged 
1.6-litre engine, in conjunction with 
acknowledged French tuning expert Pipo 
Moteur. The future WRC car engine is 
based on Ford’s Duratec production unit. 
 “We started research several 
months ago in the expectation that 
the 1.6-litre turbocharged formula 
would receive the go-ahead,” explained 
M-Sport managing director and BP Ford 
Abu Dhabi World Rally Team director 
Malcolm Wilson.  
 “It took a long time for the 
decision to be fi nalised but, now it has, 
the team is working fl at-out and I’m 
confi dent we have the time we need to 
develop, build and test the engine to the 
high standards required before the start 
of the 2011 season,” added Wilson.  
 “We expect to receive the fi rst 
unit at the end of July and that will allow 

us to begin testing the Fiesta RS WRC 
with the new 1.6-litre turbo engine at 
the end of August. Before that, the team 
will test the Fiesta S2000 with a current 
Focus RS WRC 2.0-litre turbo engine, to 
gain an understanding of the behaviour 
of the car under turbocharged power.”
 Citroen has been testing DS3 
with its C4 WRC engine power. In leaked 
test videos seen on YouTube, six-times 
and reigning World Rally Champion 
Sebastien Loeb enjoyed the handling 
and responsiveness of the new-for-2011 
Citroen World Rally machine. The Citroen 
DS3, like Ford’s Fiesta, is suited to 
rallying: it looks set for the Ford versus 
Citroen rivalry to continue long into the 
future.
 The rumour mill has already 
spat out the information that Proton 
will make a re-entry into WRC in 
2011 and so will MINI (with Prodrive). 
Proton entered selected events in 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge series in 
2008 and 2009 in S2000 trim, and are 
likely to enter the fray as a manufacturer 
in 2011. Talk around the MINI and 
Prodrive entry is strong: apparently 
drivers are currently being chosen and 
Marcus Gronholm’s name is linked as 
number one driver.
 FIA’s boss, Jean Todt, has also 
asked his colleagues to investigate 
the possibility of merging the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge with 
the World Rally Championship, thereby 
growing both championships. This would 
see a host of new teams and drivers 
entering both championships, and gives 
sponsors more exposure. 
These new rules and regulations may not 
be to everyones liking, but the future of 
the sport is looking undeniably stronger 
than it is today. And, that is most 
important. 

Regulations controlling the fast-paced future of 
the World Rally Championship have last week 
been set in stone: after much deliberation, an 
S2000-based platform powered by a 1.6-litre 
turbocharged engine will from 2011 take over as 
World Rally Cars (WRC).

FORD STEPS UP 2011 PREPARATIONS

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by M-Sport
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Debuted in 2003, the Fabia WRC 
replaced the factory Octavia WRC 
the Czech company was using for its 
motorsport programmes. The new Fabia 
WRC was based on the Fabia RS road 
car model, but for its rallying duties 
it was stripped down to its shell to be 
strengthened and equipped with a roll 
vage and other safety measures. The 
overall shape, size and exterior panels 
were not altered.
 For rallying, wider tyres 
improve traction and cornering abilities 
and the Fabia WRC grew wider tyres and 
a larger wheelbase on boh axles, and 
the fenders and wheel arches had to 
be adjusted to allow for the maximum 
permissable width of 1 770mm for the 
2003 WRC specifi cations. The fl oor pan 
was modifi ed to allow installation of a 
4WD system, while a large central tunnel 
housed the rear-wheel driving shaft 
and the robust heat-insulated exhaust 
pipe. The fuel tanks of this WRC mache 
had a total capacity of 90 litres. The 
front windshield and the side windows 
are electrically heated to ensure good 
visibility for the driver under all climatic 
conditions.
 All aerodynamic elements (e.g., 
the front bumper and rear spoiler) were 
greatly modifi ed, when compared with 
the Fabia RS road car. The design of 
these aerodymanic elements of the car 
were optimised in an aerodynamic tunnel 
to gain a better drag coeffi cient and 

therefore more speed with less effort.
 The 2003 Skoda Fabia WRC 
was powered by an updated version of 
the engine used in the Octavia WRC. 
As with all WRC machines in 2003, the 
Fabia was equipped with a four-cylinder 
turbocharged engine with a displacement 
of 1799cc.
 As you would imagine, the 
interior of this rally beast was strictly 
functional: the design of the dashboard 
is also based on the road car’s, but 
is made of extremely light materials. 
Instead of the usual instrument panel, 
the Fabia WRC had a display with LED 
lights indicating, when in standard 
mode, basic information the various 
systems in use during a stage.
 In its fi rst season in the WRC, 
in 2003, Skoda Motrosport entered two 
cars: these were driven by Didier Auriol 
and Toni Gardemeister. In 2004, Armin 
Schwarz and Toni Gardemeister did the 
Czech brand proud, and later in the 
season Jani Paasonen, Roman Kresta 
and Jan Kopecky shared a third car.
 For 2005 Janne Tuohino drove 
selected rounds of the WRC in the Skoda 
Fabia WRC, teaming up with Armin 
Schwarz. Mattias Ekstrom, Eric Bengue 
and Jani Paasonen. The legendary Colin 
McRae and co-drover Nicky Grist were 
signed up for the 2005 WRC Rally Great 
Britain, and fi nished in a strong seventh 
place in their fi rst outing in the Czech 
car. At the end of that season, a young 
Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen also 
drive the Skoda Fabia WRC, but crashed 
out of the WRC Rally Japan. McRae and 

Grist competed once more in the Fabia 
WRC at the Australian round of the WRC, 
but retired from the event.
 In 2006, last season of Skoda’s 
offi cial representation in the World Rally 
Championship, four cars were entered. 
Jan Kopecky, Gilles Panizzi, Francois 
Duval and Andreas Aigner battled the 
rest of the WRC fi eld in the season’s 
opening round at Monte Carlo. Ekstrom 
took part in another two events for the 
brand. Harri Rovanpera also drive the 
Fabia WRC in selected rounds of the 
WRC.
 The best result achieved by 
this car in the World Rally Championship 
came at the 2004 WRC Rally Germany 
where Gardemeister fi nished seventh 
overall at this asphalt rally.

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by Newspress

With the success of the Skoda Fabia S2000 rally 
machine, we at HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS wanted 
to investigate the predecessor of this mighty rally 
car, the Fabia WRC.

WHEN THE CZECHS RAN WRC

Skoda Fabia WRC Specifi cations:
Engine Location: Front
Drive Type: AWD  

Engine:
Engine Confi guration: In-line
Cylinders: 4    
Aspiration/Induction: Turbocharged    
Displacement: 1799cc
Horsepower: 220,8 kW

Transmission: 
Gears: 6
Transmission type: Sequential

Dimensions:
Seating Capacity: 2
Length: 3750,001 mm
Wheelbase: 2440,001 mm

Brakes:
Front Brake Size: 378,001 mm
Rear Brake Size: 355,001 mm
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WIN!WIN! One of fi ve selected 
books from the popular 
“Rally Giants”“Rally Giants” series 
every two weeks.

PLUSPLUS save 25% on Veloce 
Publishing’s Books* when ordered 
directly from www.veloce.co.ukwww.veloce.co.uk by 
quoting “HHrally25” at checkout.
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other coinciding offers and non-Veloce products. P&P extra.

This week’s prize is “Audi 
Quattro” written by Graham 
Robson.
Question:Question: How many World 
rallies did the Audi Quattros 
win?
Send your answers to 
evanrothman@gmail.com.evanrothman@gmail.com. 
The winner will be randomly 
chosen from correct entries 
received.
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The 46th season of the Greek Rallying 
Championship kicked off this past 
weekend in Pyrgos with the 32nd edition 
of the Olympiako Rally organized by 
AOLAP. A total of 57 crews started this 
fi rst round of the Championship, a 
number that was both a relief and an 
encouragement as many feared entrants 
in this series would dwindle as a result 
of the current fi nancial crisis. 
 Traditionally, Olympiako 
Rally, with its great organization and 
logistics and the support from the 
local spectators, is one of the most 
complete and exciting rounds of Greek 
Championship and this year it was no 
exception. The rally route included 
special stages around Ancient Olympia 
and covered 100,4km of gravel with 
liaison sections totaling 149,8km. 
 The rally began with a fantastic 

start ceremony in the Pyrgos’s centre 
square of in front of hundreds of 
enthusiastic spectators on Saturday 
evening before the main rally action 
got underway on Sunday. This year 
with number one on the doors of their 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX, the 2009 
Greek Champion aris Vovos and co-
driver Loris Meletopoulos were fi rst to 
take the start.
 Despite nine crews not meeting 
the strict scrutineering inspections, 
the remaining 48 crews proved that 
the Greek rallying community wouldn’t 
surrender to fi nancial problems. 
 Vovos/Meletopoulos were 
favorites to take the win, but from the 
very fi rst stage Nikos Thomas/Angelos 
Loizides (Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX) 
showed their intention of wanting to be 
winners this season. At the end of the 
fi rst Special Stage (Kamena: 7,85km), 
Thomas was only 0,6s behind Vovos and 
this was the fi rst sign that Thomas would 

In another EXCLUSIVE feature article, 
HADNBRAKES & HAIRPINS highlights the fi rst 
round of the 2010 Greek Rally Championship. 
Brought to you by Stathis Petropoulos from 
Greece’s exciting motoring portal High Octane.

VOVOS TAKES FIRST WIN OF 2010

Story by Stathis Petropoulos
Pictures by www.photorallypress.gr
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be a threat to Vovos’ Championship title.
 Thomas challenged Vovos for 
the rally lead, and attacked on SS2 
(Nemouta: 9,14km) to take the early 
rally lead. He maintained his fi rst place 
through after SS3 (Lalas: 17,39km), 
which was the longest stage of the 
event, by posting the fastest stage. 
Thomas ended SS4 (Foloi: 15,82km) 
second to Vovos by less than two 
seconds. 
 The former Pirelli Star Driver 
already impressed everybody in Greek 
rallies and proved to be an oasis to the 
desert of competitiveness for Vovos 
(who is the only Greek driver being 
able to pursue motorsport in a way that 
is closest to being a professional). To 
confi rm that the pace of the two leaders 
was fast, we only have to mention that 
the third placed crew Grigoris Nioras/
Kostas Kakkalis (Subaru Impreza N12) 
was more than one minute behind fi rst 
place after only four stages…  
 In the second loop of stages, 
the experienced Vovos showed his 
skills and started cutting into the 
Thomas’ gap. He claimed the fastest 
stage time for SS5 (the second pass 
through Kamena) and took fi ve seconds 
off Cypriot driver, but the battle sadly 
ended there as Thomas was struck by 
bad luck. A problem with his Mitsubishi’s 
accelerator forced him to stop in SS6 
and retire from the event. He was 
disappointed, but Nikos Thomas was 
also pleased as he only took him few 
kilometers to feel comfortable in a new 
atmosphere and to be competitive from 
the very fi rst stage. Vovos womn all 
the remaining to win by a comfortable 
margin and kicked off his title defense in 
the best possible way. 
 Second place went to Nioras 
with the fi nal spot on the podium 
claimed by Vasilis Kyritsis and co-driver 
Nick Zakhaios (who is well known from 
his win in P-WRC in the 2009 Acropolis 
Rally with Lambros Athanassoulas 
in a Skoda Fabia S2000). This event 
marked a strong result for this gravel 
rally rookie. It is also an encouraging 
sign for him to continue in the Greek 
Championship in his Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution IX.
 Behind him was the Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution IX of Manolis 
Panagiotopoulos and Manos Ahtidas, 
who gained this position in the last stage 
by taking six seconds from Dionysis 
Spanos/Sotiris Gotovos (Subaru Impreza 
N12). This was one of the big battles of 
this edition of the Olympiako Rally as 
fourth place changed hands three times 
in the last three stages.

 Two more N4s were in the fi rst 
seven places: locals Dimitris Kefalas/
Nikos Petropoulos (Subaru Impreza S11) 
and “Simetra”/Tolis Pallas (Mitsubishi 
EVO VIII). Eighth position was won by 
Giorgos Pazis/Lazaros Karaso (Toyota 
Yaris), who were winners in F2, F3 
and A5 Classes, while ninth place 
went to Antonis Dimopoulos/Dimitris 
Dimitropoulos in a Toyota Starlet 1600 
who won Class E. The top ten was 
rounded out by Hristos Xourgias/Nana 
Nikolakopoulou, winners of A6 Class in a 
Citroen C2 1600. In Historical category, 
the winner was Mihalis Lykakis/Thodorso 
Hatzitheodoridis in a Ford Escort RS. 
 Among the retirements were 
Dimitris Mihos/Kostas Hirakis (Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution IX) who suffered 
mechanical failure in SS1 and Nikolas 
Halivelakis/Eleni Malaktari who crashed 
in SS1. Mpampis Gazetas/Giorgos/
Faskiotis (Opel Corsa S1600) retired at 
the end of the day after limping through 
the event with gearbox problems. 
 Next round of Greek Rally 
Championship is Rally Korinthou on 17 – 
18 April. Stay tuned!

Final Classifi cation:
01) A. Vovos/L. Meletopoulos    - 01h 15m 44,3s
02) G. Nioras/K. Kakalis    +       02m 06,5s
03) V. Kyritsis/N. Zakheos    +       02m 33,8s
04) E. Panagiotopoulos/E. Ahtidas    +       04m 02,8s
05) D. Spanos/S. Gotovos    +       04m 06,9s
06) D. Kefalas/N. Petropoulos    +       04m 52,5s
07) Simetra/A. Pallas     +       07m 25,8s
08) Pazonen/L. Karasso    +       09m 11,2s
09) A. Dimopoulos/D. Dimitropoulos +       09m 55,9s
10) C. Xourgias/N. Nikolakopoulou    +       10m 38,9s
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Juho Hanninen and co-driver Mikko 
Markkula (Skoda Fabia S2000) led the 
rally from early on Saturday morning, 
and created an unassailable advantage 
to keep the reigning IRC Champions 
Kris Meeke and Paul Nagle (Peugeot 
207 S2000) and fellow Skoda drivers 
Guy Wilks and Jan Kopecky in their dust 
trails.
 Heading into this event at 
the top of the Drivers’ Championship 
leaderboard, Hanninen extends his lead 
to fi ve points after claiming his fi rst IRC 
win of 2010. To highlight this 28-year-
old’s inspiring drive this past weekend, 
he won 11 of the 15 special stages 
despite having to run fi rst on the gravel 
stages on the fi nal day of the rally.

 Skoda, who have announced 
that they will be upgrading their Fabia 
S2000 rally machine later this year when 
they unveil their second generation 
version of this mighty Czech-built and 
designed rally car, has now moved to a 
clear 22-point lead in the Manufacturers’ 
title fi ght.
 The rally action started on 
Friday evening (19 March) with a single 
stage, the SuperSpecial Stage, in the 
city centre of Carlos Paz. It was Kris 
Meeke who set the early pace, as he 
won this 3,30km-long stage by a slender 
1,4s over the rest of the competition.
 Day Two of Rally Argentina was 
dominated by the green livery of the 
Skoda Fabia S2000 of Juho Hanninen 
as he stormed to post six of the seven 
fastest stage times of the day. He 
insisted in interviews at the close of 

IRC: RALLY ARGENTINA
19 - 21 March 2010
A dream weekend for Skoda saw Juho Hanninen 
sweep to a dominant victory in his second 
successive podium of 2010. The young Finn’s win 
also marked the third different winner in the 2010 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge series in as many 
rounds this season.

TRIUMPH FOR HANNINEN IN ARGENTINA

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by www.rally-irc.com

2010 IRC Calendar:
04) Rally Italy-Sardinia: 04 - 06 Jun
05) Ypres Rally: 24 - 26 Jun
06) Rally Azores: 15 - 17 Jul
07) Rally Madeira: 05 - 07 Aug
08) Czech Rally Zlin: 27 - 29 Aug
09) Rally Spain: 07 - 11 Sep
10) Rally Sanremo: 23 - 25 Sep
11) Rally of Scotland: 15 - 17 Oct
12) Cyprus Rally: 04 - 06 Nov
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that day that he had not driven fl at-out. 
With warm weather and overnight rain, 
Hanninen made the correct setup choices 
for his car and simply outclassed his rivals. 
Not even Meeke could make a dent on the 
Finn’s lead nor could pressure from Wilks 
(Skoda Fabia S2000). Hanninen’s overnight 
lead was a little over 30s, and he was not 
deterred by his roadsweeping duties for the 
fi nal day of the rally.
 “It’s been a good day with no 
problems,” said Hanninen. “I pushed a bit 
more this afternoon to keep my lead good 
for tomorrow [the fi nal day of the event] 
even though there were some deep ruts. I 
plan to keep my gap tomorrow although I 
know the boys behind will still be pushing. 
I will just see what I can do.”
 Briton Guy Wilks seized the 
second spot at the end of Day Two when 
he leapfrogged Meeke. Wilks set the fastest 
stage time on SS4, but he was still not 
able to reel in Hanninen. Wilks complained 
that his decision to raise the ride height 
of his Fabia S2000 and attempt to fi nd a 
better suspension setting hampered his 
performance.
 Meeke’s rally weekend began to 
slide downhill after he found his Peugeot 
207 S2000 struggling for pace due to his 
choice of running the harder compound 
tyres in the afternoon’s loop of three 
stages. His efforts were further thwarted 
by an electronic gremlin on SS4 and SS5 
and when he suffered a right front tyre 
puncture only two kilometres from the end 
of the day’s fi nal speed test.
 Kris Meeke offers more insight into 
the his fi rst two days of Rally Argentina 
and Hanninen’s sublime pace: “The water 
splash on stage four seemed to affect 
the gear shifting systems, which cut the 
engine, but we got it fi xed at service. It’s 
been impossible to live with Juho today but 
it’s not over yet.”
 Skoda’s other factory driver, Jan 
Kopecky, made no secret of his lack of 
gravel practice after a fourth-gear spin 
on SS3 saw his confi dence take a further 
knock. Kopecky hoped to have found 
more speed in the morning loop of stages 
by carrying only one spare tyre, but that 
gamble did not pay off with quicker stage 
times. He rounded out the day in fourth 
place overall.
 WRC maestro and IRC newcomer 
Federico Villagra (running in his new Ford 
Fiesta S2000) ran in fi fth place throughout 
Day Two and was mystifi ed that he wasn’t 
running closer to the rally leaders. The 
eight-time Argentinean national rally 
champion suggested that his car lacked 
grunt on the sandy stages.
 Gabriel Pozzo (Subaru Impreza 
WRX STi) fi nished Day Two in sixth place 
despite being handed a 10s time penalty 
for leaving the morning service late. Ever 
improving Bruno Magalhaes (Peugeot 207 
S2000) fi nished in a lowly eighth behind 
Argentine Nicolas Madero (Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution X), and Nasser Al-Attiyah 
(Skoda Fabia S2000) made a shaky start to 
his IRC debut when he picked up two right 
side punctures on the afternoon’s loop of 
stages.
 A charging Daniel Oliveira (who 
shone in the recent IRC Rally Curitiba 
in Brazil) was running in the top twenty 
when an off on SS3 left him stranded in 
thick mud for more than ten minutes until 
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spectators helped to haul his Peugeot 
207 S2000 back onto the road. The 
delay dropped the young Brazilian into 
last position at one stage but he fought 
back to within touching distance of the 
top 30 at the overnight halt. Despite 
heavy rain in the build-up to the rally, 
it remained dry Day One and Day Two’s 
stages. At the overnight halt on Day 
Two, rain was expected but fog added to 
the challenge facing the crews on Day 
Three’s early stages.
 Juho Hanninen led the way 
on the fi rst stage of Day Three, and 
was not once challenged for the lead. 
Serving as roadsweeper for his rivals 
startign behind him, it was expected 
that his lead would be decreased and 
that Wilks would attack on the morning’s 
stages. However, no one factored in the 
determination of the young Finn as he 
stormed to the fi nish line to increase his 
overnight advantage of a little over 30s 
to nearly a minute despite running frst 
on the soft gravel stages of Day Three.
 “I’m very happy but a little bit 
surprised how good everything has been 
for me on this rally,” said rally winner 
juho Hanninen. “There was a lot of fog 
on the fi rst stage but I knew I didn’t 
need to push. I took it easy to avoid the 
rocks but I also had to keep my rhythm 
to avoid making any mistakes. It’s been 
safe and fast you could say and I have 
had a very good feeling. I would like to 
have the same feeling on every rally.”
 Wilks blamed a minor brake 
problem on his Fabia S2000 for his 
slowed pace on Day Three, while 
Meeke was unfortunate to suffer 
further problems. An electronic issue 
contributed to an intermittent throttle 
glitch then led to a fraught midday 
service on his Peugeot 207 S2000 as his 
Peugeot UK mechanics worked to rectify 
the problem. Meeke looked set to hold 
on to third place until disaster struck on 
the penultimate stage of the event when 
a steering bolt broke and forced him 
to retire. Meeke’s misfortune let in Jan 
Kopecky for third place to complete a 
dream one-two-three for Skoda.
 Gabriel Pozzo claimed fourth 
position overall ahead of countryman 
Villagra, scoring the fi rst IRC points for 
Subaru for their Manufacturers’ title 
campaign.Pozzo’s performance meant 
he also secured his second win in a row 

in the Argentinean championship, which 
ran alongside the main IRC event. 
 Bruno Magalhaes scored 
points for the third time this season in 
his Peugeot Portugal 207 S2000. He 
reported his car had struggled for power 
on the higher altitude stages, but said 
he was satisfi ed at the progression he 
had made throughout the weekend. This 
driver is building up for a podium result 
within the next few IRC events!
 Argentine Nicolas Madero held 
onto his overnight seventh place at the 
wheel of his Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution 
X. Paraguay’s Diego Dominguez 
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X) claimed 
the fi nal point in eighth place with 
Alejandro Cancio and Juan Marchetto 
rounding out the top ten in ninth and 
tenth respectively. Claudio Menzi started 
the fi nal day in ninth but incurred a 50s 
time penalty for leaving fi rst service 
late after he missed his alarm call and 
failed to wake up in time. A front-right 
puncture, caused by hitting a rock on 
SS11, added to his woes and dropped 
him to 11th. 
 Nasser Al-Attiyah’s IRC debut 
ended in retirement when his Skoda 
Fabia ingested too much water going 
over a river crossing and triggered 
a misfi re. Daniel Oliveira retired his 
Peugeot 207 with suspension damage 
after going off on SS11. 
 Brazilian Rafael Tulio took the 
IRC 2WD Cup laurels in his Peugeot 206. 
He had trailed Argentine Pablo Pelaez 
initially but moved in front on SS5 on 
Day Two when Pelaez damaged the front 
of his Honda Civic going through a water 
splash, which caused the engine to 
overheat.
 Juho Hanninen, who I tipped in 
last week’s issue (Issue 124), is now the 
man in the hot seat: he will be targeted 
by his rivals at every remaining round of 
the IRC calendar. Last season he showed 
his prowess in the Skoda Fabia S2000, 
but will 2010 be his Championship 
winning season? He most certainly has 
a shot at the crown and is the man to 
beat on gravel. The 2010 IRC season is 
shaping up to be an unforgettable one!

Final Classifi cation:
01) J. Hanninen/M. Markkula – 02h 30m 38,1s
02) G. Wilks/P. Pugh + 51,0s
03) J. Kopecky/P. Stary + 02m 20,1s
04) G. Pozzo/D. Stillo + 05m 03,9s
05) F. Villagra/J. Perez Companc + 05m 14,2s
06) B. Magalhaes/C. Magalhaes + 06m 11,0s
07) N. Madero/G. Piazzano + 06m 47,5s
08) D. Dominguez/E. Galindo + 07m 39,3s 
09) A. Cancio/S. Garcia + 08m 38,3s
10) J. Marchetto/G. Franchello + 09m 17,6s

Leading IRC 2WD Cup fi nishers: 
R. Tulio/C. Valandro (Peugeot 206)

Drivers’ Standings:
01) Juho Hanninen (Finland) – 24pts
02) Guy Wilks (United Kingdom) – 19pts
03) Jan Kopecky (Czech Republic) – 15pts
04) Kris Meeke (United Kingdom) – 10pts
= Mikko Hirvonen (Finland) 10pts
06) Bruno Magalhaes (Portugal) – 9pts
07) Nicolas Vouilloz (France) – 6pts
08) Gabriel Pozzo (Argentina) – 5pts
= Stephane Sarrazin (France) – 5pts 
10) Federico Villagra (Argentina) – 4pts

Manufacturers’ Standings:
01) Skoda – 46pts
02) Peugeot – 24pts
03) M-Sport – 14pts
04) Ralliart – 6pts
05) Subaru – 5pts

IRC 2WD Drivers’ Standings:
01) Kris Princen – 10pts
= Marcos Tokarski – 10pts 
= Rafael Tulio – 10pts 
04) Pierre Campana – 8pts 
= Luis Gius – 8pts 
= Pablo Pelaez – 8pts 
= Luis Tedesco – 8pts 
08) Thomas Barral – 6pts
= Ulysses Bertholdo – 6pts 
= Alicia Reina – 6pts

IRC 2WD Manufacturers’ Standings:
01) Peugeot – 36pts
02) M-Sport – 22pts
03) Abarth – 19pts
04) Honda – 8pts 
05) Skoda – 5pts
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Visser and Badenhorst, in the RFS/
Visser Transport Toyota Hilux, capped 
a stunning weekend with a maiden 
Production Vehicle national championship 
victory in Darling in the Western Cape. 
The pair, who also took the premier Class 
SP honours, dominated the weekend 
by winning the Donaldson Prologue 
to determine start positions before 
romping away with the race in sweltering 
conditions.
 “It was a perfect race,” said 
a delighted Visser, hugging his small 
daughter at the fi nish. “The car was 
perfect, Japie did a great job and all we 
had to do on the last loop was avoid 

mistakes.
 “The route was rough and 
dusty but this is a great way to start the 
season, and hopefully we can keep the 
momentum going.”
 Visser and Badenhorst came 
in just over six minutes ahead of 
Gary Bertholdt and Andre Vermeulen 
who produced another workman-like 
performance in the Atlas Copco Toyota 
Hilux. Toyota privateers completed a 
clean sweep of the podium positions 
when former SA champion Hannes 
Grobler, having his fi rst outing in an RFS 
Toyota Hilux after driving various Nissan 
products for 33 years, and Hennie ter 
Stege came in third.
 A late charge by former 
Eastern Transvaal rugby star Ramon 

SAORRC: ADENCO 400
19 - 20 March 2010
Nice guys do win and Chris Visser and Japie 
Badenhorst proved it at the Adenco 400, Round 
One of the Absa South African Off Road Racing 
Championship, which ended this past weekend.

DREAM WIN FOR VISSER AND TOYOTA

Story by Motorsport South Africa
Pictures by Motorpics
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Bezuidenhout and wife Maret (Red Star 
Raceway Toyota Hilux) failed to take 
them ahead of the hugely experienced 
Grobler and Ter Stege. It was, 
however, a great performance from the 
Bezuidenhout’s who were having their 
fi rst SP Class outing.
 A Toyota clean sweep of the 
top fi ve was then nipped in the bud by 
the Regent Racing Nissan Navara in the 
hands of Mike Whitehouse and Mathew 
Carlson. In their fi rst Production Car 
outing the brothers in law edged out 
Christiaan du Plooy and Henk Jansen van 
Vuuren in a second RFS Toyota Hilux.
 For the Team Castrol Toyota 
squad under new team principal Glyn 
Hall, it was not an auspicious start to 
the season. Both factory cars, crewed by 
South African champion Duncan Vos and 
Rob Howie and Anthony Taylor and Robin 
Houghton, failed to complete the fi rst of 
two loops that made up the race.
 It was a particularly unhappy 
outing for Vos and Howie. After the 
Donaldson Prologue they were penalised 
15 minutes for a faulty warning light 
and, like Taylor and Houghton, went out 
with suspension problems.
 Reigning champions Dewald 
van Breda and Johann du Toit, in the 
Northam Toyota D4D, were the only 
fi nishers in Class D. A clutch repair job 
after the prologue was their only hiccup.
 Class E also saw only one crew 
see out the distance with newcomers 
Gerald le Roux and Willem Pretorius 
bringing home the Ruwacon Ford 
Ranger in one piece. Pikkie Labuschagne 
and Rickus Erasmus (4x4 Megaworld 
Toyota Hilux) and local crew Etienne 
Bezuidenhout and Hanro Visser (Adenco 
Ford Ranger) were early casualties.
 Former South African 
champion Shameer Variawa and 
Siegfried Rousseau produced a fl awless 
performance to win the Special Vehicle 
category at the Adenco 400.
 Provisional results saw Variawa 
and Rousseau, in the Team Total 
Porter, romp to what in the end was a 
comfortable victory in sweltering hot 
West Coast conditions. It was a win set 
when the Team Total pair also won the 
Donaldson Prologue to determine start 
positions.
 Variawa and Rousseau held 
off tough challenges from Herman and 
Wichard Sullwald (Sullwald Racing SVR) 
and Colin Matthews and Alan Smith in 
the Century Racing BAT. The Sullwald’s 
eventually fell by the wayside on the 
second of the two loops that made up 
race distance, and Mathews/Smith could 
not pressurise the Team Total pair into a 
telling mistake.

 Matthews and Smith eventually 
fi nished nearly two and a half minutes 
behind Variawa and Rousseau. The 
Century Racing pair, in turn, had more 
than 10 minutes in hand over reigning 
South African champions Evan Hutchison 
and Achim Bergmann in the Motorite 
BAT.
 Being fi rst on the road has its 
pros and cons, and for the Team Total 
pair it almost put paid to their chances. 
Within the fi rst couple of kilometres 
a string of closed gates, which were 
summarily dealt with, left barbed wire 
wound around three of the Porter’s 
wheels.
 Variawa/Rousseau fi nished the 
fi rst loop only seconds ahead of the 
Sullwald’s. The Sullwald challenge then 
evaporated midway through the fi nal 
loop but a well judged race did the trick 
for Variawa and Rousseau.
 “We kept our heads and 
a steady pace and it paid off,” said 
Variawa. “We were under a little 
pressure at the end of the fi rst loop, but 
once the Sullwald’s went missing we 
could afford to ease off the pace a little.”
 Fourth place went to veteran 
Nardus Alberts and son Louis, in the 
Wrapsa BAT, with Johan van Staden 
and James Rossouw completing the top 
fi ve in the KEC BAT. Van Staden and 
Rossouw overcame a shaky start to win 
Class P with their job made a little easier 
when South African champion Johan 
Bezuidenhout and brother Deon, in the 
Adenco BAT, blew a motor on the second 
loop.
 Veterans Richard Schilling 
and Chris Davies were second in Class 
P in an Aceco with Archie Rutherford 
and Craig Doubtfi re third in the 
Regent Racing Jimco. Over half an 
hour separated van Staden/Rossouw, 
the 2009 Rookies of the Year, and the 
Regent Racing pair.
 Reigning South African 
champion Derick du Toit and local 
businessman Adre Rheeder (Orange Tree 
BAT) took a comfortable win in Class B. 
It was Rheeder’s fi rst ever off road race 
with the pair promoting the Darling wine 
route.
 Local crew Marius Nicholson 
and Rod Jeffrey, in an Orange Tree Opel, 
trailed in second a long way in arrears.

Featuring European rally championships, British rally championships, Rally America 
events, international rally results and videos, as well as S2000 and WRC news.

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF RALLYING

        www.rallybuzz.com

Final Production Vehicles 
Classifi cation:
01) C. Visser/J. Badenhorst  - 06h 17m 58s
02) G. Bertholdt/A. Vermeulen  +       06m 26s
03) H. Grobler/H. Ter Stege  +       07m 25s
04) R. Bezuidenhout/M. Bezuidenhout +   07m 54s
05) M. Whitehouse/M. Carlson  +       11m 58s
06) C. Du Plooy/H. Janse van Vuuren +    13m 07s
07) L. De Bruin/R. Greyling  +       26m 13s
08) P. Ruthven/R. Britz   + 01h 04m 19s
09) D. Van Breda/J. Du Toit  + 01h 38m 11s
10) G. Le Roux/W. Pretorius  + 02h 32m 41s

Final Special Vehicles Classifi cation:
01) S. Variawa/S. Rousseau  - 06h 07m 48s
02) C. Matthews/A. Smith  +       02m 24s
03) E. Hutchison/A. Bergman +       11m 36s
04) N. Alberts/L. Alberts +       15m 39s
05) J. Van Staden/ J. Rossouw +       19m 38s
06) B. Botes/J. Pretorius +       21m 14s
07) D. Du Toit/A. Rheeder +       33m 53s
08) R. Schilling/C. Davies +       37m 14s
09) N. Moosajee/R. Bodhanya + 01h 11m 00s
10) A. Rutherford/W. Sullward + 01h 25m 43s
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With just three weeks between the 
fi rst event of the year and the Toyota 
Dealer Rally in the Western Cape, in 
a very compact start to the season, 
the team has applied itself to repairing 
Johnny Gemmell’s crash damaged 
car and implementing a number of 
improvements motivated by the drivers 
on both cars.
 “Our preparation schedule for 
the fi rst event in Natal was extremely 
tight given the extent of the change in 

team structure over the off-season,” 
says Team Principal, Glyn Hall. “Even in 
that pressurised environment the team 
excelled in building totally reliable cars.
“Up until he crashed out of the event 
Johnny was showing a good turn of 
speed with no reliability issues on the 
car. Mark also had no reliability issues 
with his car as he pressed on hard to win 
a couple of stages towards the end of 
the event and consolidate his third place 
overall.
 “In our post event de-brief 
both Johnny and Mark gave us really 

SANRC: TOYOTA DEALER RALLY
26 - 27 March 2010
Hardly ever is there time to stand back and refl ect 
in motorsport and this has been especially true at 
the Castrol Team Toyota workshop since the 2010 
Sasol South African Rally Championship started 
over the fi rst weekend in March. 

TEAM CASTROL TOYOTA SET TO BUILD ON 
STRONG START TO RALLY SEASON

Advertorial for Toyota of South Africa
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good feedback as to where they felt 
improvements could be made that 
would improve their stage performance. 
Nothing major, essentially just a 
different approach to the basic setup 
of the cars that they felt might help 
them attack the stages just that little bit 
harder.
 “What came out of this 
was a really good test session with 
both drivers. Working through the 
development schedule showed a 
measureable improvement in the Auris 
with both Johnny and Mark expressing a 
higher level of confi dence in the car. The 
comprehensive test session also served 
to give both drivers some valuable seat 
time – something that wasn’t really 
available to them before the Natal event.
 “In the latter stages of the 
Total Tour Natal we started to see a 
resurgence of the closely contested 
stage times that were a feature of last 
year’s championship. I’m confi dent that 
we are going to see this happen from 
the start of the Toyota Dealer Rally next 
weekend (26th and 27th March) when 
battle is rejoined in Caledon.
 “Sadly it seems unlikely that 
Charl Wilken will be at this event after 
the catastrophic fi re that consumed his 
Fiesta in Natal but we understand that 
Conrad Rautenbach will debut his new 
Fiesta in the Cape and this will add even 
more interest to the top class.
 “Amongst the privateer Auris 
S2000 entrants Japie van Niekerk and 
Robin Houghton are in good shape to 
build on their fi fth overall in Natal in the 
New Africa Developments Auris. Hein 
Lategan achieved some quick stage 
times in his Team Pirtek Auris in Natal 
before he retired from the event and he 
will be worth watching in the Cape as he 
builds his confi dence in the car.
 “The gearbox problem 
experienced by Visser du Plessis in the 
second Teak Pirtek Auris was identifi ed 
as the very rare failure of a third party 
component in the transmission. That has 
been rectifi ed together with a number 
of other teething problems that he 
experienced.
 “Our works Castrol Team Toyota 
cars, supported by Innovation Group, 
are in good shape for the Toyota Dealer 
Rally with strength in depth from the 
privateers. The fans, always enthusiastic 
in the Cape, are in for some vintage 
rallying.”
 This weekend’s Toyota Dealer 
Rally starts from the Caledon Casino 
Hotel Spa at 11am on Friday 26 March, 
with six stages of rally action within 
35km of the town. Many stages are old 
favourites with a few new sections added 
to keep crews on their toes, while Day 
One ends off with a spectator friendly 
1,5km stage on the outskirts of town; 
this stage is 95% gravel and 5% tarmac 
and starts at 17h30.
 Saturday’s rallying kicks off 
from the Caledon Casino at 08h45 and 
heads for a 45 minute service in town 
before heading off for fi ve more stages, 
the longest of which is 22km. The fi rst 
car is expected at the Caledon Casino 
fi nish at 15h30. A central service park 
will operate throughout the two days 
next to the silos in Caledon.



EVENTS

It is certain that the 2010 Dulux Trade 
BRC will be a highly competitive, close 
fought and exciting spectacle. Why? 
Because a young Irishman called Keith 
Cronin made last season one for the 
history books, taking victory at his fi rst 
attempt.
 The 23-year-old pitted his skills 
against not only triple champion Mark 
Higgins and reigning champion Guy 
Wilks, but a wealth of talented drivers 
both young and not so young.
 Three offi cial two-car teams 
and a near 50/50 split of two wheel and 
four wheel drive cars will make a great 
spectacle in the Welsh forests, as not 
only the overall title, but four one-make 
championships are played out in the 
British Isles’ premier rally championship.
 The International status of the 
championship is buoyed by competitors 
from all over the world too, aside from 
representatives from all corners of 
the British Isles there are drivers from 
Ireland, Finland and Australia.
 Pirelli TEG Sport will not only 
return to defend their 2009 Teams title, 
but as winners of the contract to run the 
2009 Pirelli Star Driver car, they boast 
the reigning British Rally Champion as 
their number one driver. Keith Cronin, 
this year co-driven by Barry McNulty, will 
pilot one of the team’s Subaru Impreza 

N15 cars. Another young driver joining 
the team for the fi rst time will be Euan 
Thorburn and co-driver Paul Beaton.
 2010 sees the return of JRM 
which will fi eld two Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution 10s. The fi rst will be driven by 
the only other BRC champion in the fi eld, 
Gwyndaf Evans who stands a real chance 
again this year at the tender age of 51.
 Ramsport joins the fray for the 
fi rst time as a contender in the Teams’ 
Championship this year fi elding two 
Imprezas. 2009’s fourth placed driver 
Dave Weston Junior with co-driver Ieuan 
Thomas will be joined by the 2007 
Pirelli Star Driver Darren Gass and Neil 
Shanks.
 The Rally 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Class structure continues for a fourth 
successive year. Rally 1 will contain the 
Swift Sport Cup and other production 
cars up to 1600cc, while Rally 2 
encompasses R2 cars in the Citroen 
and Fiesta series. Rally 3 includes turbo 
diesels and the Fiesta ST model as well 
as other production category 2,0-litre 
cars. The Rally 4 class is where the four 
wheel drive machinery resides: Subaru 
and Mitsubishi being the mainstay. But 
there is still the option for Super 2000 
screamers to compete for R4 and overall 
honours within the BRC.
 Once again there will be 
opportunities for diesel cars to compete 
in the BRC, the competition in the Diesel 
Rally Cup likely to be between 2009 

Champions Steve and Tony Graham in 
their Vauxhall and Fin McCaul’s BMW, 
although McCaul will miss the fi rst round 
through business commitments.
 The Privateers Cup rewards the 
highest placed driver not entered in a 
team, Keith Cronin taking the accolade 
in 2009. As he is a member of the Pirelli 
TEG Sport team in 2010, a new name 
will adorn the trophy at the end of 
season awards ceremony in October.
 After a baptism of fi re as the 
BRC’s new opening round in 2009, 
Bulldog International Rally North 
Wales came up trumps, offering an 
excellent single day format in some of 
the country’s most iconic stages. The 
2010 format means a new base for 
the International and Challenge events 
at the brand new multi-million pound 
Welshpool Livestock Market.
 The 160 stage kilometre event 
is packed into one day, starting at 7am 
on Saturday 27 March and fi nishing 
back at the Livestock Market podium at 
6.30pm. Using some of the classic Welsh 
forestry stages like Sweet Lamb, Hafren, 
Dyfi  and Gartheiniog, it will be a real test 
of crews’ abilities.

BRC: BULLDOG INTL RALLY
27 March 2010
The Dulux Trade MSA British Rally Championship 
approaches the fi rst round this weekend, the 
Bulldog International Rally North Wales, ready for 
an epic battle.

CRONIN TO DEFEND CROWN IN WALES?

Story by www.rallybrc.co.uk
Pictures by Jakob Ebrey Photography

2010 BRC Calendar:
01) 27 Mar:  Bulldog Intl Rally
02) 23 - 24 Apr:  Pirelli Intl Rally
03) 28 - 29 May:  Jim Clark Intl Rally
04) 09 - 10 Jul:  Intl Rally Isle of Man
05) 20 - 21 Aug:  Intl Rally NI
06) 24 - 25 Sep:  Intl Rally Yorkshire




