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Welcome to issue 127 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!
 Inside this week, HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS is pleased to bring you 
a fantastic competition presented by 
Veloce Publishing. You stand a chance 
to win a great rally book, and readers of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will enjoy a 
special discount of 25% off Veloce Books. 
More details are to be found on page 7.
 As always, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman

Welcome to H&H!04 News
• Burcu Cetinkaya enters IRC
• Horsey to debut in P-WRC
• Loix returns to IRC next month
• Al-Attiyah to star in next IRC
• Latvala confi dence boost in Jordan

08 Features
Breaking into the top ten
A lesson learned
Gilmour drives new Subaru in 2010

09
10

14 Events
15 WRC: Jordan Rally

Ireland: Circuit of Ireland Rally
ARC: KCB Safari Rally
INRCC: Circuit of Kerry Rally
WCRRC: Vlakvlei Rally

To receive your FREE weekly 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS eMagazine, 
or if you’d like to share this with a friend 
please send your e-mail address to 
evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a 
SPAM e-mail: email addresses are added to 
the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS, 2007-
10. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in 
whole or in part without written permission 
from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the 
accuracy of information from sources and 
given to readers, the editor cannot accept 
responsibility for any inconvenience or 
damage that may arise therefrom.

Contact

Editorial Information
Editor Evan Rothman
Contributors Motorpics.co.za, Quickpic.
co.za, Worldrallypics.com, Citroen 
Racing, M-Sport, Eva Kovkova.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc

18
19
20
21

12



 

 

 

 

Battling with your belts slipping off from your HANS 

device? 

Try the new strap holder to increase comfort & ensure your 

belts stay secure. 

 
 

To place your order contact us on the following number- 

Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail – info@ats-motorsport.co.za 

Website – ats-motorsport.co.za 

 



News
the world’s latest rally news



Turkish driver Burcu Cetinkaya 
becomes IRC’s fi rst lady driver
Burcu Cetinkaya will become the fi rst female driver to contest 
an expanded programme of Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
events when she starts her IRC campaign on Rally d’Italia-
Sardegna from 04 - 06 June.
 Cetinkaya, from Istanbul, will drive a Peugeot 207 
Super 2000 with support from Turkey’s Peugeot importer. She 
will also contest the asphalt rounds in Ypres, Madeira and Zlin; 
the gravel events in Azores and Scotland, and the mixed-
surface Rallye Sanremo. A decision on whether or not she 
competes on the Cyprus Rally, the IRC’s other asphalt/gravel 
event, will be taken in late August. Cicek Guney will continue 
in her role as Cetinkaya’s navigator.   
 “To drive a Super 2000 car has been my dream and 
the Peugeot has been a very successful car in the IRC for the 
last few seasons so it is a good choice,” said Cetinkaya, 29. 
“Also, the support and coverage Eurosport gives to the IRC is 
very good and very important for my sponsors. It’s one of the 
main reasons why I chose the IRC.”   
 Cetinkaya is no stranger to IRC competition having 
contested the Geko Ypres Rally and Barum Czech Rally Zlin in 
the past.   
 She is planning to test on gravel and tarmac in the 
coming months in preparation for her IRC bid. 
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Peter Horsey to debut in World Rally 
Championship in Turkey
Peter Horsey, the fi rst-ever Kenyan driver to qualify for the 
Pirelli Young Star Drivers Championship is a bouyant mood 
ahead of his World Rally Championship event in Turkey in two 
weeks’ time.
 The event will be part of the six rounds of the 2010 
WRC Horsey earned as a reward for winning the FIA Pirelli 
Young Star Drivers series last year.
 “I have gone under different training seasons with 
the PSD management team in readiness for my debut in the 
WRC event in Turkey. I am looking forward to it with much 
anticipation,’’ said Horsey at the end of the KCB Safari Rally 
where he fi nished in the fi fth place.
 As part of the training programme, Horsey 
participated in a round of the British Rally Championship where 
he fi nished 15th overall driving a Mitsubishi Lancer EVO10.
 “The stages are totally different to what we are used 
to in Kenya. They are smoother and tighter making driver 
concentration even tougher.’’
 Apart from Turkey, the rest of his 2010 WRC 
programme will include Portugal, Finland, Germany, France and 
Great Britain. 
 He said his primary goal to fi rst fi nish all the events 
without the help of the Super Rally Rules and then look for 
better position as each rally progresses.
 The Mombasa-based driver will be partnered by 
Moses Matuvo of Uganda, thus making him the fi rst indigenous 
navigator to compete in a WRC outside Africa. 
 Horsey added: “Pace notes will play a major role 
in how we will be able to perform at the highest level of the 
competition. We have move to the number system to improve 
our standard of reading pace notes.’’
 In addition to the WRC events, Horsey will also 
take part in selected rounds of the KCB Kenya National Rally 
Championship which do not clash with his other part his 
programme.
- Credit: Abdul Sidi

Freddy Loix has targeted a win on his 
return to the IRC next month
Freddy Loix will go all out to chase event wins when he returns 
to the Intercontinental Rally Challenge on the Geko Ypres Rally 
in Belgium this summer.    
 The 39-year-old has won the asphalt rally on fi ve 
previous occasions. Because his IRC campaign will be limited 
to four events, Loix has ruled out a title bid and will instead 
chase outright wins in his BFO-Skoda Rally Team Fabia S2000, 
starting on home soil from 24-26 June.   
 “Because I’m only doing four IRC rounds I can’t think 
about the title so my priority will be rally wins,” said Loix, who 
has scored a total of three IRC event wins during his career. “I 
am very excited about returning to the IRC and I’ve been told 
the Skoda Fabia is very easy to drive.”   
 In addition to tackling the Ypres Rally, Loix will also 
compete on the IRC rounds in Zlin and Sanremo. A fourth 
event will be added to his schedule although a decision on what 
rally this will be has yet to be taken. 
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Rally-Tire.com joins growing list of 
Rally America Contingency Partners
Offi cials with Rally America, Inc. announced recently that 
Rally-Tire.com has recently joined the growing list of 
companies participating in the Rally America Contingency 
Program for the 2010 Rally America National Rally 
Championship.
 Following each of this year’s remaining four Rally 
America National Championship rally events, qualifi ed Rally 
America Regional and National participants in the 
Rally-Tire.com Contingency Program will be entered into a 
random drawing to win two $250.00 Rally-Tire.com gift cards.
These gift cards can be redeemed towards the purchase of 
a variety of rally-oriented products carried by Rally-Tire.com 
including Lassa Racing Tires, Arcasting Racing Wheels and 
Sabelt Racing Equipment. 
 The winning entries, one National competitor and one 
Regional competitor, will be drawn just prior to the awards 
banquet following each of the remaining four rounds of the 
2010 Rally America National Championship season – the 
Olympus Rally in Ocean Shore, WA (24 - 25 April), the Oregon 
Trail Rally in Portland, OR (14 - 16 May), the Susquehannock 
Trail Performance Rally in Wellsboro, PA (04 - 05 June) and the 
New England Forest Rally in Newry, ME (16 - 17 July).
 When reached for comment, Rally-Tire.com owner 
Burak Tuglu said: “We’re very excited to have formalized 
our support of North American rally teams who prefer our 
hand-selected products via this program. The Rally America 
National and Regional Championships attract some of the 
best rally teams from around the United States as well as 
some International teams. We believe that our products are 
best utilized at rally racing events; they respond well to the 
high demands of fi erce rally competition and we hope our 
participation in the Rally America Contingency Program will 
help to increase the possibilities of competing rally teams.”
 Details regarding the Rally-Tire.com 2010 Rally 
America Contingency Program can be found at 
www.rally-america.com/contingency or by contacting Rally 
America directly.
- Credit: www.rally-america.com
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Nasser Al-Attiyah says he will do all 
he can to be on start in Canarias
Nasser Al-Attiyah says he will do all he can to be on the 
starting ramp for Rally Islas Canarias later this month.
 The Qatari driver, who made his Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge debut in Argentina in March, is due to contest the 
world championship-counting Rally New Zealand one week 
after the Gran Caria-based event.
 Reconnaissance for the rally in New Zeland starts two 
days after the IRC event fi nishes, meaning Al-Attiyah will face 
a race against time to complete the journey.
 In a further complication, Al-Attiyah will also needs to 
secure a replacement car because the Skoda Fabia Super 2000 
he used in Argentina is being transported to New Zealand.
 He said: “I really want to do the rally in Canarias 
because I want to do more IRC events and got more 
experience of driving on Tarmac. I will do everything I can, 
including getting another car, to be there. I think it can be 
possible but it won’t be easy.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

WRC Jordan Rally a terrifi c 
confi dence boost for Latvala
Ford number two Jari-Matti Latvala believes second place 
in the Jordan Rally is further evidence of his improving 
consistency as a driver, reported www.wrc.com.
 The runners-up position was the best WRC result 
for Latvala and his co-driver Miikka Anttila for almost a year 
and moved the Finns into second in the drivers’ championship 
standings ahead of team-mates Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo 
Lehtinen.
 Latvala began Saturday’s competition with an attack 
on Sebastien Loeb’s lead, but after a couple of narrow escapes, 
and with tactics from Citroen and Ford limiting the road-
cleaning effect, he soon called off his pursuit and settled for 18 
points.
 “It’s a much better birthday than last year when I 
thought I might die after crashing and rolling 200 metres down 
a hillside in Portugal,” said Latvala, who turned 25 on Saturday. 
“Second is a great result, although I felt a little disappointed 
when I realised I wouldn’t be able to win. I kept the pressure 
on in case he made a mistake and I could capitalise, but I also 
had to stay relaxed.
 “This is my third good result in three rallies this 
season and this run has boosted my confi dence. I think we 
have made a lot of progress and we are going forward. It’s 
very good but we have still work to do and you need that 
consistency if you want to win the drivers title one day,” he 
added.
 Ford of Europe motorsport chief Gerard Quinn said: 
“After the disappointment on the last round in Mexico, we 
promised we would bounce back here, and we did. Jari-Matti 
was the class act of the fi rst day and remained in the battle for 
victory until the end. It was a confi dence boost for the whole 
team.”
- Credit: www.wrc.com
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BNT Mason Motorsport back on world 
stage for WRC Rally New Zealand
Former New Zealand Rally Champions Richard and Sara Mason 

are delighted to have another chance to match themselves 
and their BNT Subaru against the world’s best Production Class 
[PWRC] drivers, when the World Rally Championship [WRC] 
returns to New Zealand in fi ve weeks’ time - 06 - 09 May.
 This is the second time the Rally NZ organisers have 
awarded the Masterton Flyers this coveted opportunity to 
represent New Zealand as a Wildcard or Guest Entry in the 
PWRC. In 2006 they brought their 2001 model Subaru home in 
2nd place, in what was widely reported as one of the drives of 
the rally - particularly in a 5 year old car against state-of-the-
art and more powerful machinery.
 Since then the Masons have run in the PWRC for two 
international teams in two different countries, and on each 
occasion have recorded podium fi nishes.
 In WRC Rally NZ 2007 they drove for the Syms Rally 
Team (Japan) and fi nished 3rd, and last year in WRC Rally 
Australia they represented the Barwa Rally Team from Qatar, 
fi nishing 2nd as well as being the highest placed Subaru, and 
were recognised for that with an award from Subaru Japan.
 So in the 23 year history of the Production World Rally 
Championship, the Masons remain the only Kiwis to score a 
podium fi nish - and they have done that on all three outings.
 “We are rapt Rally New Zealand have picked us to try 
to uphold Kiwi Honour against the world’s best,” said Richard, 
“and to get special dispensation from the FIA to carry number 
40 [to mark this being the 40th running of Rally New Zealand] 
makes it all just that extra bit special.”
 “We have learnt so much from getting in amongst 
these top teams through our past opportunities, and it really 
seems to bring out the best in us as our previous successes 
show. So we are confi dent that, once again, we can give them 
all a good run for their money.”
 The cost of a PWRC round entry is around $NZ 7,000 
(3,650 Euros) and, with other benefi ts, makes this prize worth 
over $NZ 8,000.
 “To know that some of the not inconsiderable cost of 
competing in a WRC round is covered by this award is huge 
for us, and we are very honoured that RallyNZ see us as being 
worthy of their investment in achieving the result that we all 
want - not only for ourselves, but for the Event, the Sport and 
the thousands of fans who line the stages and visit the Service 
Parks and cheer us on.”
 “Rest assured, now armed with our brand new bright 
yellow BNT Subaru, we will be giving it our absolute all to 
achieve the one podium position that is currently missing from 
our CV.”
- Credit: BNT Mason Motorsport



VELOCE PUBLISHING
THE PUBLISHERS OF FINE AUTOMOTIVE BOOKS

WIN! One of five selected 
books from the popular 
“Rally Giants” series 
every two weeks.

PLUS save 25% on Veloce 
Publishing’s Books* when ordered 
directly from www.veloce.co.uk by 
quoting “HHrally25” at checkout.
* Offer excludes leather and limited editions, gifts vouchers, 
other coinciding offers and non-Veloce products. P&P extra.

This week’s prize is “Ford 
Escort RS1800” written by 
Graham Robson. 
Question: The “original” 
Stig drove this car. What is 
his name?
Send your answers to 
evanrothman@gmail.com. 
The winner will be randomly 
chosen from correct entries 
received.
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Heading to the second round of the 
Sasol South African Rally Championship, 
we knew we were in for a thing or two.
 The Cape is known for its high 
speeds and blind crests, and believe me 
when I say this event is frighteningly 
fast! Evan [Hutchison] said: “This Polo is 
almost like a rocket ship!”
 The rally was spectacular; we 
had a good rally with no severe problems 
apart from a couple of overshoots in the 
stages. Most of the rally’s stages were 
smooth, yet tricky.
 The Friday stages, Day One, 
were fun to run. We fi nished in the top 
ten, and pushed hard to remain there on 
the leaderboard. A dice quickly started 
between competitors running in seventh 
to tenth overall.
 Starting Day Two in ninth place 

overall, we no longer played it safe: 
we had to get a move on as Fernando 
Rueda/Dave Lewkowicz (Team Total 
Evolution Toyota RunX S2000) were 
a mere 02sec in tenth position overall 
and Theuns Joubert/Carl Peskin (Salom 
Group Volkswagen Polo S2000) a further 
08sec in 11th position overall. The dice 
was on!
 The fi rst stage on Saturday 
morning, Day Two of the Toyota Dealer 
Rally, claimed its fi rst front-running 
victims as the rally leaders Jan Habig/
Ralph Pitchford (BP Ultimate Volkswagen 
Polo S2000) suffered mechanical 
problems, and J.P. Damseaux/Carolyn 
Swan (Team Total Evolution Toyota RunX 
S2000) rolled in SS7. 
 We quickly raced up the 
leaderboard until disaster struck us as 
we overshoot and lost 20sec. Another 
overshoot in SS9 did do us no favours. 
Still being very competitive and in the 

running in the top ten of the overall 
leaderboard, we chased hard to make up 
the lost time. 
 Going into the fi nal stage of 
the rally, SS11, we were dead even 
with the fellow Volkswagen Polo S2000 
crew of Theuns Joubert/Carl Peskin. We 
pushed real hard in the fi nal stage, and 
we secured the win for seventh place 
overall. 
 At the end of Day Two’s rally 
stages we were seventh overall, but 
only to be surprised in Parc Ferme with 
a 10sec time penalty. This resulted in 
Theuns Joubert now being elevated 
to seventh overall, beating us by only 
01sec.
 We are looking forward to our 
favourite event, the Sasol Rally, next on 
the calendar. With the tricky and slippery 
corners, this is the ultimate test between 
man and machine. See you in Nelspruit 
on 24 April!

HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS proudly brings you 
the “Ladies in Rallying” campaign with support 
from female drivers and co-drivers the world 
over. South Africa’s fastest female in rallying is 
Elvene Coetzee, co-driver in the Team Motorite 
Racing Volkswagen Polo S2000 alongside driver 
Evan Hutchison. Here is her report from the 
recent Round Two of the South African Rally 
Championship held in the Western Cape.

BREAKING INTO THE TOP TEN

Story by Elvene Coetzee
Pictures by Motorpics

Featuring European rally championships, British rally championships, Rally America 
events, international rally results and videos, as well as S2000 and WRC news.

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF RALLYING

        www.rallybuzz.com
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Debuting their new A&E Motorsport 
Toyota RunX A7, this pairing found 
themselves winning Class A7 at their 
fi rst attempt on the recent Toyota Dealer 
Rally. To fi nish fi rst, one has to fi rst 
fi nish: with this adage in mind, these 
Class A7 newcomers took to the start of 
the rally at the Caledon Casino. 
 The eleven-stage Toyota Dealer 
Rally lived up to expectations as the 
fastest event on the Sasol South African 
Rally Championship calendar, and thanks 
to the arrival of the Scottmaps Safety 
Notes any benefi ts possible through local 
knowledge were negated. With the likes 
of Gavin Cronje, Chris de Witt and Gugu 
Zulu to compete against, the “big boys” 
were out to play and they were not 

going to take any prisoners.
 Under no illusions of the 
diffi culties ahead Ettiene du Toit 
and I found Class A7 to be the most 
challenging environment we have ever 
encountered; take it too easy, and these 
guys will embarrass you; push too hard 
and you will be embarrassed when they 
fi nd you in the bush. Yes, we wanted to 
see what we could do up against this 
standard of opposition, but the Toyota 
RunX A7 demanded respect and a few 
wide-eyed moments quickly clipped us 
down to size on the opening two stages
 Having failed to complete a 
single stage on the Kwik-Fit Bredasdorp 
regional rally last month, the A&E 
Motorsport Team wisely decided to waive 
the Tour Natal Rally in favour of intensive 
preparation of team and machine to 
prepare this complex Class A7 machine. 
The goal for the weekend was to fi nish 

Story by Patrick Vermaak
Pictures by Motorpics, Frank Pey, 
Eric Joseph and Mark Pym

After almost a full season on the sidelines, Ettiene 
du Toit and Patrick Vermaak found themselves 
once more on the top step of a rally podium. 
Co-driver Patrick Vermaak tells HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS about his team’s 2010 South African 
National Rally Championship Class A7 debut.

A LESSON LEARNED
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the event so as to learn as much as 
possible about the new car and our new 
Class, and we drove our own rally on 
Day One. With no new tyres available 
and experimenting with everything from 
tyre pressures to fuel levels, we slowly 
settled into an acceptable rhythm. 
 Unbeknown to us, the 
opposition were having their own 
challenges to contend with as circuit 
racing ace Gavin Cronje (former Karting 
and Le Mans Series World Champion) 
and Van Aardt Schoeman damaged the 
suspension on their Volkswagen Polo 
A7. This pairing won the opening two 
stages of the event, but the rough stuff 
in SS2 saw them ailing for the balance 
of the opening day. Gugu Zulu (Class 
A5 National Rally Champion) and Shaun 
Visser claimed the fastest time through 
SS3 but electrical maladies slowed 
their BP Ultimate Volkswagen Polo A7. 
Chris de Wit (former Class A7 National 
Champion) and Dean Redelinghuys 
quietly stayed in contention in their 
Automark Toyota RunX A7, waiting for 
the right moment to attack for the lead. 
De Wit won the season-opener in Natal 
with Riaan Erasmus as navigator and 
simply needed a fi nish in the Cape to 
retain his championship points lead.
 Keeping our noses clean, 
Ettiene and I surprisingly found 
ourselves to be the quickest of the Class 
A7 entries without having to risk our 
necks. Taking a debut stage win in Class 
A7 on just the fourth special stage was 
an unexpected bonus, and to then win 
SS5 and SS6 ended a dream opening 
day. 
 Gavin Cronje/Van Aardt 
Schoeman led the class by 3,8 seconds 
but had to mend their wounded 
Volkswagen Polo. We were lying in 
second place with our RunX still in 
perfect condition. Our Toyota rally car 
still had plenty in reserve, but we could 
not extract that just yet. Gugu Zulu/
Shaun Visser were an unknown quantity 
as they would be quick and then slow 
as a result of their electrical maladies, 

whilst the performance of Chris de Wit/
Dean Redelinghuys had us suspecting 
that all was not well in that Automark 
Toyota camp, or was De Wit simply 
playing a waiting game?
 Day Two dawned with no 
expected rain in sight, but a strong wind 
blew to clear the dust in the valleys. 
Cronje/Schoeman had their Volkswagen 
Polo purring after the morning service 
and were clearly the team to beat. Zulu/
Visser made it a strong Volkswagen 
one-two, while we learned a few more 
lessons in just how quickly one could 
screw up in this cut-throat Class: stalling 
off the start line, the RunX lost valuable 
seconds before all the candles got lit up 
again. Running really well in SS7, we 
unfortunately lost further time when 
we came across an upside-down J.P. 
Damseaux/Carolyn Swan (Team Total 
Evolution Toyota RunX S2000) and 
thick dust that forced us to stop at this 
crossing. In total, we lost over 40sec in 
that stage.
 Chris de Wit/Dean Redelinghuys 
retired in SS7 with a blown engine, 
supporting our theory that all was not 
well in their camp. But, being second 
on the road we did not have any 
information regarding De Wit and we 
were hopeful that we could at least 
recover to second in Class A7. We did 
learn that Zulu incurred a time penalty 
leaving Parc Ferme when these electrical 
gremlins saw them struggling to start 
their BP Ultimate Volkswagen Polo A7.
 Motorsport has to rate as one of 
the cruellest sports, as Cronje/Schoeman 
dropped almost 23min on SS8 when 
the Volkswagen Polo came to a grinding 
halt with throttle cable problems. Zulu/
Visser were even more unfortunate as 
their BP Ultimate Volkswagen Polo A7 cut 
out altogether and forced them to retire 
from the event.
 Driving our own rally again, 
Ettiene and I unwittingly won SS9 
to take a commanding lead in Class 
A7. Cronje/Schoeman added to their 
miseries when the strong wind almost 

ripped the driver’s door off of their Polo, 
and Cronje had to drive with one hand 
on the door whilst Schoeman changed 
gears to lose another three minutes. 
With all the pressure off us going into 
the fi nal two stages of the rally, we 
simply had to run to the fi nish line with 
incident. This was then Ettiene started to 
struggle to select fi rst gear in the RunX…
 Cronje/Schoeman managed 
to get their Polo on tune again, and we 
were happy to let them push as hard 
as they wanted. We were determined 
to bring our RunX home unscathed and 
would not be drawn into a fi ght with 
anyone this early in our season. Nine 
kilometres into the fi nal 21,87km-long 
stage we experienced a heart-stopping 
moment when Ettiene was unable to 
select any gears: then second, then 
third, then fourth and fi nally fi fth, before 
the lever fell back in the cockpit of the 
car. With fast roads (fi fth gear straights), 
we decided to continue for as long as we 
could, and we lost minutes to Cronje but 
it turned out they gained on 25sec from 
us. Driving back to the Caledon Casino 
with our hearts in our throats, we were 
extremely relieved to make it into Parc 
Ferme.
 We completed the event in 
11th position overall, and were also the 
fi rst two-wheel drive car home to make 
a dream start to our 2010 season. Our 
gearbox maladies proved to be no worse 
than a simple broken linkage bolt. We 
were also surprised to learn that to have 
run competitively fi rst time out on used 
tyres, and run as quickly as we did, was 
satisfying.
 A great big thank you to team 
owner Alan du Toit and service crew 
Albertus and Jacobus Loubser, Ian 
Erasmus and Neels. There might only 
be two of us in the car but we cannot 
achieve anything without you guys.
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The new car, a current-model Impreza 
WRX STI hatch, replaces the previous-
model Impreza sedan that Gilmour 
has used in national competition for 
the past three seasons. First used 
by Gilmour’s 2009 team mate Cody 
Crocker to win last year’s Asia-Pacifi c 
Rally Championship, the car has been 
completely stripped down and re-built 
for Gilmour to rally in 2010.
 Dunedin born-and-bred 
Gilmour’s primary aim this season is to 
use the car to win the fi ve-round New 
Zealand Rally Championship, which 
opens with the 09 - 11 April Otago Rally, 
and fi nishes with the Wairarapa Rally in 
September. As part of that campaign she 
will also contest the country’s premier 
international motor sport event – Rally 
New Zealand – in mid-May, competing 
in the production class world rally 
championship (PWRC) section of the 
event.
 “While I have led rounds of the 
national championship before, I have 
yet to win one outright,” says Gilmour. 
“2010 is the year I am aiming to change 
all that and, through doing so, become 
the fi rst woman to win a New Zealand 
national rally, and the fi rst to win our 
national championship too.”
 “Similarly, while I have fi nished 
second Kiwi on Rally New Zealand twice 
before, I have yet to take the coveted 
prize for being the fi rst local across the 
fi nish ramp.”
 The awarding of a wild card 
entry into the PWRC section of the event 
has added a boost to her bid for a top 
showing on Rally NZ.
 “It gives me an opportunity to 

match myself directly against the very 
best production class drivers in the 
world,” she explains. “I’ll be seeded right 
amongst them rather than in a separate 
section of the rally: that’s a real buzz 
from a driver’s point of view and also 
great for my profi le, since it places me 
much further up the fi eld, where public 
and media interest is higher.”
 Gilmour will start this season 
with a new-found confi dence that comes 
on the back of a superb 2009 rally 
season in which she fi nished runner-up 
in the Asia-Pacifi c Rally Championship 
(the top result by a woman in 
international rallying in 2009) and third 
in the New Zealand series as well.
 “2009 was a very busy year 
and the experience I gained from so 
much rallying was fantastic,” she says. 
“However it was always a challenge 
switching between the championships, 
using completely different cars, and 
rallying in very different conditions.”
 “This year the, single point of 
focus is New Zealand.”
 The new car, an established 
team, and continued support from 
key sponsors are the other elements 
that Gilmour believes are crucial 
underpinnings for the year ahead.
 “My previous car has been 
great, but after driving the new-model 
Impreza in Asia-Pacifi c rounds, I 
realised it was time to update to keep 
a competitive edge in the New Zealand 
championship. What we have with the 
new car is a machine that has proven 
itself by winning a major international 
series, and has now been completely 
refreshed for the year ahead. Though 
it looks pristine at today’s launch, I 
was out testing yesterday and am 
really excited by the way the car is 

performing.”
 “It’s nice too that the car’s 
fi rst rally of 2010 will be at Otago. 
Though I’m based up north for now, 
Dunedin is my home town and Otago 
my home rally, and the one on which 
I’ve given my best performances in past 
championships.”
 The car’s re-build has been 
completed by Gilmour’s team, with 
technical input from Subaru Japan’s 
competition division, STI, and help from 
Kent Thompson with the engine. The car 
also gets a striking new colour scheme, 
courtesy of young graphic designer 
Andrew Stewart.
  Vantage Aluminium Joinery 
continues its long-standing association 
with Gilmour as lead commercial 
partners for the team, with Subaru and 
SuperCharge playing key supporting 
roles. Pirelli, Metalman, Castrol, Wurth, 
QBE, PPG, Yamaha and Interlander will 
also feature as named partners on the 
new car, while OMP will provide race 
suits for Gilmour and her co-driving 
partner Glenn Macneall.

Emma’s 2010 rally programme 
comprises the following events:
Vantage New Zealand Rally 
Championship:
Rally of Otago, 10-11 April
Rally of Hawke’s Bay, 24-25 April
Rally New Zealand, 7-9 May
Rally of Whangarei, 3-4 July 
Rally of Nelson, 21-22 August
Rally Wairarapa, 25-26 September

Story by www.emmagilmour.com
Pictures by Geoff Ridder

Emma Gilmour has taken the wraps off the Subaru 
Impreza that she will use to fi ght for top honours 
in this year’s national rally championship and on 
Rally New Zealand, this country’s round of the 
world series.

GILMOUR DRIVES NEW SUBARU IN 2010
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Jari-Matti Latvala (who celebrated his 
25th birthday on Saturday, Day Three 
of the event) and co-driver Miika Anttila 
(BP Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team) 
gained confi dence in leaps and bounds 
this past weekend when they claimed an 
impressive second place overall result 
after leading the rally for much of Day 
One. 
 It was Norwegian rally ace 

Petter Solberg and co-driver Phil Mills 
(Petter Solberg World Rally Team) who 
once again thrilled spectators with their 
determination and driving precision on 
their way to claim their second podium 
position of 2010.
 In the weeks leading up to 
the rally, the worst rains for 20 years 
in Jordan caused severe damage to 
parts of the rally’s route. A massive 
reconstruction effort by the Jordanian 
government, their army and the Amman 
Municipality went to great lengths to 

WRC: JORDAN RALLY
01 - 03 April 2010
Winding through the dusty, rocky and rutted roads 
around the Dead Sea, past ancient holy Christian 
landmarks, mighty World Rally Cars thundered 
past the thousands of rally enthusiasts who 
lined the roads to cheer on their favourite crews. 
Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena (Citroen Total 
World Rally Team) were dominant once more this 
weekend as they powered to a comfortable victory 
in the WRC Jordan Rally.

TEAM TACTICS DOMINATE THE 
HIGH-SPEED WRC JORDAN RALLY

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by WorldRallyPics
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rescue the event from cancellation by 
rebuilding the roads and putting the 
event back on track. This huge joint 
effort was recognized and celebrated 
after the event when the nation received 
the Abu Dhabi Spirit of the Rally award.
 “For sure, the team’ strategy 
made things a bit easier for me, but I’m 
not sure I really needed it,” said Loeb. 
”Despite a position that was not as 
favourable as Jari-Matti’s, we were able 
to open up the gap a bit more.”
 “I’m delighted to have won such 
a tough rally,” added Loeb before going 
up onto the podium. “Our second victory 
in three events has helped us to open up 
a twenty-fi ve point gap, the equivalent 
of a victory, over the second-paced 
driver. We can now tackle the next rally 
in a reasonably relaxed frame of mind.”
 It was, however, these same 
roads that resulted in team tactics ruling 
the outcome of this rally. With Sebastien 
Loeb at the front of the rally at the end 
of Day Two, and in line to start Day 
Three as road sweeper, Citroen Racing’s 
Olivier Quesnel decided to employ tactics 
to gift Loeb a better start position on the 
road for the closing stages of the rally to 
cement the Citroen victory. High-fl ying 
Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassi (Citroen 
Junior Team) were asked by Quesnel to 
check in early to the fi nal stage of Day 
Two so as to incur a time penalty with 
the result that Ogier/Ingrassi would 
serve as road sweepers for Loeb/Elena 
on Day Three. 

 “We asked Sebastien Ogier 
to check in early to sweep the road,” 
explained Quesnel, the Citroen Racing 
team principal. “We had a technical 
problem with his car in the service park, 
which dashed his hopes of a podium. 
We reckoned that this strategy would 
give Sebastien Loeb a better chance of 
defending his fi rst place.”
 Latvala’s team-mates Mikko 
Hirvonen/Jarmo Lehtinen, who suffered 
bad luck early on Day Two, were lying 
in 20th position overall at the start of 
Day Three and were not in any position 
to regain lost time to the leaders. The 
Ford team’s boss Malcolm Wilson asked 
Hirvonen to deliberately incur a time 
penalty in the same way as Ogier did to 
improve Latvala’s road position.
 “It’s a much better birthday 
than last year when I thought I might 
die after crashing and rolling 200 metres 
down a hillside in Portugal,” said Latvala. 
“Second is a great result, although I felt 
a little disappointed this morning when 
I realised I wouldn’t be able to win. I 
kept the pressure on in case he made 
a mistake and I could capitalise, but I 
also had to stay relaxed. This is my third 
good result in three rallies this season 
and this run has boosted my confi dence. 
The tactical decisions this morning 
changed the course of the day. It had a 
huge effect with Loeb second in the start 
order. The difference between fi rst and 
second in the order is huge in terms of 
road cleaning, while second and third or 

third and fourth is only marginal.”
 Despite tactics playing a 
heavy hand in the fi nal classifi cation 
of this rally, the WRC Jordan Rally 
notched up Loeb and Elena’s 56th WRC 
career victory (on their 21st different 
rally). This Frenchman is undoubtedly 
the world’s most successful rally 
driver, and has started his World Rally 
Championship title defense in the best 
possible manner. With three rounds now 
completed, Loeb has won back-to-back 
gravel rallies to move into the lead of 
the WRC Drivers’ Championship fi ght 
with 68 points. Ten rounds still remain, 
and Mikko Hirvonen and Petter Solberg 
should not be underestimated. Loeb 
proved in 2009 that each rally’s points 
bagged are valuable, showing the world 
that after he stumbled midway through 
the 2009 season to allow Mikko Hirvonen 
to close to within a single point of the 
Drivers’ Championship title at the fi nal 
event of the season in Wales.
 This is a weekend Hirvonen 
would like to forget: while lying in 
fi fth place and poised to strike on day 
Two’s stages, Hirvonen crashed out of 
contention when he hit a bank 3km 
into the morning’s fi rst stage. Hirvonen 
and Lehtinen fi nished the event in 
20th position and netted valuable 
Manufacturers’ points for their BP Ford 
Abu Dhabi World Rally Team.
 “I made a mistake and took too 
tight a line over a crest,” said Hirvonen. 
“The car hit a small gravel bank on the 
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inside of a right bend and the impact 
threw it into the air and across the road. 
I was lucky not to roll, but it landed on 
the left front wheel and the suspension 
broke.”
 Thanks to Dani Sordo/Marc 
Marti’s fourth place fi nish position, the 
Citroen Total World Rally Team has taken 
the lead in the Manufacturers’ World 
Championship.
 Petter Solberg was once again 
a threat for the win as he underlined his 
rally-winning intentions by posting nine 
fastest stage times! Solberg, driving 
the wheels off his privateer Citroen C4 
WRC, hounded the rally leaders on Day 
One and Day Two, but settled into a 
comfortable pace on Day Three to secure 
third place overall. He was locked in an 
intense and griping battle with the other 
young Frenchman also named Sebastien 
and also in a Citroen. Needing just a 
half centimetre’s gap, Petter Solberg will 
snatch the rally lead from the quicker 
factory cars in future rounds of the World 
Rally Championship.
 A consistent and mature 
Matthew Wilson is adding more speed 
to his repertoire of skills in 2010, as he 
climbs ever higher up the leaderboard 
in events. Finishing in fi fth in Jordan, 
the young Wilson showed his Stobart 
M-Sport team-mate Henning Solberg his 
aims of claiming the title as the fastest 
privateer Ford driver.  His team-mate 
fi nished ninth overall at the end of the 
rally after suffering a puncture.  The 
highly experienced Argentine rally driver 
Federico Villagra (Munchi’s Ford World 
Rally Team) fi nished a minute behind 
Wilson in seventh position overall, 
but tried in vain to reel in the Briton 
throughout the rally.
 This rally marks the fi rst points 
haul and fi nish for former F1 Champion 
Kimi Raikkonen and co-driver Kaj 
Lindstrom (Citroen Junior Team).
 “It was an extremely diffi cult 
rally with the most complex special 
stages I have ever had to drive,” said 
Raikkonen. “But, we eventually achieved 
our objective of getting to the fi nish 
without making any big mistakes. I’m 
feeling more comfortable in the Citroen 
C4 WRC every day.”
 Ford are proving to be hot 
on the heels of the Citroen boys, and 
with both their factory drivers showing 
great pace and purpose in 2010 Loeb 
and Citroen will not have it all their own 
way. Petter Solberg, on the other hand, 
might be the fl y in the ointment for both 
factory teams come November 2010…
 The WRC circus next moves 
to the gravel rally stages in Turkey for 
Round Four from 16 – 18 April.

Final Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/D. Elena - 03hr 51m 35,9s
02) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila + 35,8s
03) P. Solberg/P. Mills + 01m 11,8s
04) D. Sordo/M. Marti + 01m 49,3s
05) M. Wilson/S. Martin + 08m 24,3s
06) S. Ogier.J. Ingrassi + 10m 26,4s
07) F. Villagra/J. Perez Companc + 11m 28,0s
08) K. Raikkonen/K. Lindstrom + 12m 31,0s
09) H. Solberg/I. Minor + 14m 08,6s
10) X. Pons/A. Haro + 18m 33,9s

Qualifying session for WRC?
The top drivers in the WRC are calling for a revision 
of the starting order rules after this weekend’s WRC 
Jordan Rally tean tactics overshadowed the rally 
action.
 In a post event interview, Sebastien Loeb 
said: “We need to fi nd a solution because we speak 
too much about the tactics. I know they are part of 
the game but they are becoming too important and 
that is not right.”
 Olivier Quesnel, Citroen Racing team 
principal, said that the use of tactics was not rallying, 
whereas the Ford team boss Malcolm Wilson said their 
use had kept alive the battle for fi rst place until the 
fi nal morning of the event.
 “We could go back to the old system [of 
reversing the top 15] but then you’d know who was 
going to win the rally at the end of the fi rst day and 
that’s no good either,” said Wilson.
 It was reported that drivers and team 
bosses had discussed alternatives to the current 
set-up. These included drawing lots to determine 
starting positions, letting leading the drivers choose 
themselves and basing the start order on times 
recorded during a pre-event shakedown stage 
qualifying.
 A new system is needed, and one that is 
as fair to the factory drivers as to the privateer WRC 
crews.

WRC’s rally stars compete in chariot 
race in Jordan in “Ben Hur” remake
Just over half a century ago - back in late 1959, to 
be precise - the greatest race in history hit cinema 
screens all over the world. It was a breathtaking 
tale of drivers who didn’t know the meaning of 
compromise, race tactics that were so underhanded 
as to be unbelievable, and non-stop action that has 
held generations of crowds mesmerised ever since.
 It was gladiatorial bravery on a scale that 
has never been seen again. And the most remarkable 
thing was that it involved no more than around 10 
horsepower.
 This epic clash of the titans was the 
chariot race in the epic fi lm “Ben Hur.” Fifty, or 
just over 2500, years later (depending on your 
perspective) the legendary race was recreated in its 
spiritual home. 
 This time, rather than Charlton Heston 
and Jack Hawkins, the stars were Sebastien Loeb and 
Mikko Hirvonen: the frontrunners in the World Rally 
Championship.
 The location was the ancient Roman city 
of Jerash, just north of the country’s capital Amman. 
A perfectly preserved hippodrome, which is what the 
Romans romantically called a horse racing circuit, is a 
highlight of the ancient city: set in a stunning Biblical 
landscape. To this day, chariot racing still takes place 
there, with spectators sitting on the same worn stone 
steps as their ancestors.
 The streets look largely the same as they 
did when the Roman Emperors strolled around them 
and the crowds thrilled to the spectacle of wheel to 
wheel horse-drawn racing. 
 A race normally consisted of 12 laps 
around a 210m-long course, making a race distance 
of about 2,5km. By contrast, the crews on a modern 
rally face around 350 competitive kilometres - driving 
machines that put out more than 300, rather than just 
two, horsepower.
- Credit: www.wrc.com
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Lying in fourth place on special stage 
three his car aquaplaned out of control 
and crashed out of the event. Breen 
and co-driver Gareth Roberts did not 
sustain any injuries, but there was some 
frontal damage to the S2000. Breen 
was devastated to be caught out by the 
conditions and for the second time in a 
week to not fi nish a rally. 
 “We were pushing hard,” said 
Breen. “The fi rst two stages were dry 
but a little muddy in places and I was 
pleased with my times on both, but this 
stage (Kinghill 1 - SS3) was covered with 
water running across the road where we 
had the accident. As we left service I got 
reports there could be a shower out on 
the stage but we didn’t expect anything 
like this. There was a downpour just 
as the fi rst cars entered the stage and 
the pace was very high, I was about 4 
Km in, when on a fast section the car 
aquaplaned under braking and from that 
point we were passengers.”
 The famous Circuit of Ireland 
Rally got under way at midday on 
Saturday, with a ceremonial start at the 
Dundalk Courthouse with singer Jim Corr 
and other dignitaries waving away the 
leading cars. The action began in earnest 
at approximately 13h45, with the Triton 
Showers-sponsored Doughary stage 
located north of Newry. The opening 
day was made up of two loops of four 
stages and the day was completed with 

a marathon 29km night-time stage. 
 Gareth MacHale seeded number 
one and championship leader was the 
fi rst to take on the challenge of the 
Doughary 1 stage, and his Ford Focus 
WRC suffered mechanical problems from 
the start. 
 Tim McNulty partnered by 
Paul Kiely in the Subaru Impreza S12 
B opened their event with fastest time. 
The pair were full of confi dence after 
their West Cork Rally victory two weeks 
ago and looked to have carried this to 
Coounty Down for the Circuit. Derek 
McGarrity, who is a three times winner 
of the rally, slotted in at second, 09sec 
away from McNulty. Third over the 
opener was Daragh O’Riordan, who 
was only on his second outing in his 
WRC Impreza. Breen held the Group N 
lead setting, and was in fourth overall, 
16sec down on McNulty. The top fi ve 
was completed by Alastair Fisher in the 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX. 
 On to SS2 (McGaffi ns Corner 
1), McNulty again topped the timesheets 
with McGarrity making it an Impreza 
one-two. Gareth MacHale was third but 
did lose another ten seconds to leader 
McNulty. Breen placed sixth as the cars 
made their way to the fi rst service halt. 
 As SS3 got underway, a 
torrential downpour swept over the 
county with hail stones and heavy rain 
making the stage treacherous. Breen 
only got 4km into the stage when he 
crashed out. Surprisingly it was Garry 
Jennings in the Lancer Evolution IX 

that was fastest, with Alastair Fisher 
in second place on the stage. Rally 
leader McNulty was in third with Richard 
Cathcart/Martin Brady in a Group N 
Subaru in fourth. Fisher’s time on the 
stage elevated him to second overall 
and he then climbed to the top of the 
leader board at the end of stage fi ve 
as McNulty’s Subaru sustained a front 
puncture. 
 Fisher went on to maintain his 
lead over the remainder of the Saturday 
stages and even held a 31sec lead 
going into the fi nal night stage. On the 
centre piece of the event, the grunt of 
the World Rally Cars came to the fore 
as Derek McGarrity cut Fisher’s lead to 
13,1sec.
 Six stages faced the crews 
on Day Two, and Fisher fought bravely 
but was hampered by a puncture on 
SS12. As crews reached the fi nish 
ramp in Newry, it was McGarrity who 
took his fourth win on the event 
with championship leader Gareth 
MacHale fi ghting back from those early 
mechanical problems to secure second 
overall and a gallant Fisher taking the 
third place on the podium.
 Breen will be in action in the 
Rally of Turkey next weekend!

IRELAND: CIRCUIT OF IRELAND RALLY
03 April 2010
As the rally cars reached the fi nish in Newry on 
Saturday this past weekend of the UTV Drive 
Circuit of Ireland Rally, Craig Breen was already 
at home after a very short excursion in his Kick 
Energy Ford Fiesta S2000. 

ANOTHER TOUGH WEEKEND FOR BREEN

Story by Craig Breen Racing
Pictures by www.rallyprint.com
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“Winning one of the biggest events 
for the second time in my career is a 
milestone in our family,” said Rose. 
“My family, service crew and sponsors 
Wladoil Racing have made it possible for 
me to score historic victory. It is a big 
day.” 
 The KCB Safari lived to its 
billings as the toughest rally in the world 
after inclement weather conditions 
forced organizers to cancel another 
section of the second leg when the roads 
turned into shallow swimming pools 
hiding rocks. 
 As drivers struggled in some 
of the wettest stages ever witnessed 
in recent Safari Rallies, Rose ploughed 
through the mud in his Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution IX by making sure of winning 
the event’s title following the early 
retirement of the defending champion 
Carl Tundo.
 Rose is a former double Kenya 
National Rally Champion. He completed 
two Safari Rallies (in 2001 and 2002) 
when it was still a round of the World 
Rally Championship. 
 Carl Tundo’s chances of 
retaining 2010 KCB Safari Rally crown 
evaporated on Day Two after his Dalbit-
sponsored Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution 
IX stopped with an engine failure. The 
electronics of the rally car died soon 
after hitting a deep mud-hole.
 This mud-hole, 40 meters long, 
left fans thrilled at the SuperSpecial 
Stage while drivers cursed the slippery 
conditions. Many competitors became 
stuck in the mud and were towed out by 
4x4 SUV that had been stationed there 
for that purpose.
 The fi rst to suffer this fate on 
Day One was Baldev Chager whose 
Subaru Impreza N11 ploughed through 
concealed rocks. These rocks then 
snagged the underbelly of his rally and 
rendered the wheels useless. Chager 
lost over nine minutes before he was 
rescued.
 The African Rally Championship 
title remains in the hands of Jamie 
Whyte and Phil Archenoul for the time 
being, following their third overall place 
in this challenging rally in their reliable 
Subaru Impreza. The reigning African 
Champions won the previous round of 
the ARC in Tanzania in March.
 Alastair Cavenagh fi nally got 
the taste of the podium when he fi nished 
the KCB Safari Rally in the second 
overall position in a Dalbit-sponsored 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX.

 Baldev Chager and co-driver 
Raju Sehmi (Subaru Impreza N12) came 
home in fourth place overall, pushing 
hard to try to challenge Whyte/Archenoul 
for the fi nal spot of the podium.
 Peter Horsey, one of the FIA 
Pirelli Young Star Driver fi nalists, fi nished 
the event in fi fth place overall in his 
a Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX with 
Moses Matovu reading the route notes. 

The surprise driver of the pack was 
Ghalib Hajee as his sixth place overall 
in the premiere round of the Kenyan 
National Rally Championship was the 
highest position earned by the Eldoret-
based driver in his long rallying career. 

Jas Mangat of Uganda was the biggest 
casualty of the fi nal day after retiring 
with a blown engine in his Subaru 
Impreza. He was followed with the 
retirement of Izhar Mirja of Mombasa 
who had maintained a steady top ten 
place before he lost control of the car in 
the fi nal stage of the event. 
 Phineas Kimathi/Norris 
Ongalo made a successful return to the 
competition with a commendable 17th 
place with their Subaru Impreza.
 Ben Muchemi/Robert Kaugi’s 
consistency continued with another good 
fi nish (13th overall) driving a Subaru 
Impreza.
 Former Motocross champion 
Anthony Nielsen made it into the top 
ten positions with a commendable drive 
despite earlier problems in the rally. It 
was also a memorable day for Susheel 
Shah who scored his best-ever Safari 
rally fi nish with a seventh position 
driving a similar Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution IX rally car.
 Despite fi nishing last, Jedida 
Weru and Stella Macharia became the 
fi rst-ever indigenous lady crew to fi nish 
the Safari Rally in the history of the 
famous event.
 Apart from KCB, National Oil 
Corporation, IwayAfrica, Highlands Water 
and Car Track also proudly sponsored 
the event.

ARC: KCB SAFARI RALLY
03 - 04 April 2010
Kenya put its grip fi rmly on the 2010 KCB Safari 
Rally with Lee Rose winning the 58th edition of the 
famous round of the African Rally Championship 
(ARC) this past weekend.

ROSE WINS DRAMATIC SAFARI RALLY

Story by Abdul Sidi
Pictures by Geoff Mayes Media

Final Classifi cation:
01) L. Rose/P. Daykins - 02hr 22m 01s
02) A. Cavenagh/G. Laurence + 07m 13s
03) J. Whyte/P. Archenoul + 07m 28s 
04) B. Chager/R. Sehmi + 09m 30s
05) P. Horsey/M. Matovu + 16m 53s
06) G. Hajee/S. Sudle + 28m 43s
07) S. Shah/A. Nagi + 38m 14s
08) A. Nielson/M. Ogwapit + 39m 51s
09) A. Anwar/J. Ngigi + 40m 55s
10) A. Khan/S. Khan + 41m 18s

2010 ARC Calendar:
01) Tanzania Rally:   19 - 21 Feb
02) Safari Rally:   02 - 04 Apr
03) Uganda Rally:   03 Apr - 02 May
04) Rwanda Rally:   04 - 06 Jun
05) Zambia Rally:   16 - 18 Jul
06) Zimbabwe Challenge:  27 - 29 Aug
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Irishman Daniel Barry is to continue with 
his IRC programme on the upcoming 
Rally Islas Canarias at the end of the 
month. His last appearance in the IRC 
series was Monte Carlo Rally where 
he and co-driver Martin Brady battled 
through mechanical problems to record a 
21st place fi nish with some top 12 stage 
times along the way. 
 Eager to return to the series 
the team has committed to the 
Canaries event, and in an effort to 
be best prepared they have turned to 
an unlikely location to prepare for a 
return to tarmac. This weekend they 
will travel to the third round of the Irish 
domestic tarmac series in Tralee Co 
Kerry, a location made famous for its 
international beauty festival “The Rose 
of Tralee” and also the home county of 
reigning IRC champion co-driver Paul 
Nagle. Barry and Brady will however 
use an older Mitsubishi Evo 6 in Group 
A specifi cation as Daniel is keen to 
preserve his IRC car the Lancer Evo 9.
 The rally is one with a 

competitive entry list including eight 
WRC spec cars and will take on seven 
arduous Irish tarmac tests. 
 “The next IRC round is coming 
up fast and we really don’t know what 
to expect in Canarias, so any mileage 
we can gain is useful,” says Daniel. “We 
have a test planned on Friday and then 
the rally on Sunday, and the main goal is 
to work on our pace notes to make some 
improvements and just try get back into 
tarmac driving. The Evo 6 is an older car 
so I’m not expecting to go and set very 
competitive times. We just want to focus 
on getting to the fi nish and trying out a 
few new ideas with our pace notes. 
 Martin comments: “Circuit of 
Kerry is always a good event I have 
competed on it a few times before so 
we chose it as a good test as we need 
to blow off a few cobwebs as its been 
a long time since Monte Carlo. Kerry 
is over 4 000km from Las Palmas de 
Gran Canaria where the IRC rally will 
start, and from what little I know of the 
roads there it is totally different tarmac, 
weather conditions and landscape, but 
that will just make this test all the more 
interesting.”

INRC: CIRCUIT OF KERRY RALLY
11 April 2010
Irish co-driver Marin Brady relates to 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS’ readers of his team’s 
preparations for the upcoming IRC Rally Islas 
Canarias. Team Barry Motorsport takes to the 
tarmac challenges presented by the Irish National 
Rally Championship’s Circuit of Kerry Rally this 
weekend. Star driver Daniel Barry aims for a 
successful test on these tarmac rally roads.

BARRY EAGER FOR TARMAC PRACTICE

Story by Martin Brady
Pictures by www.barrymotorsport.com

Barry and Brady: 2009 Results
Mitsubishi Ralliart UK Evolution Challenge
27 - 28 Feb: Rallye Sunseeker - 1st
20 - 21 Mar: Brick & Steel Border Counties Rally - 1st
18 Apr: Pirelli Tour of Cumbria - 2nd
8 - 9 May: Manx National Rally - 1st
30 May:Severn Valley - 1st
18 Jul: Swansea Bay Rally - 1st

Barry and Brady: 2010 Results
19 - 23 Jan: IRC Monte Carlo Rally - 21st overall

Daniel Barry Profi le:
Age: 24
Home Town: Enniskerry, Ireland
Team: Barry Motorsport 

Circuit of Kerry Rally:
Total Competitive Distance: 113,40km
Total Rally Distance: 297,30km
Number of Stages: 7 Special Stages
Number of Entries: 151 (excluding late entries)

Kerry - Ireland’s Kingdom County:
Situated in the most south-western corner of Ireland, 
County Kerry offers scenic beauty in every direction. 
Tralee is the County’s capital town, and is home to the 
internationally renowned “Rose of the Tralee” festival 
held in August each year.



Held this weekend on Saturday 10 April 
near Koringberg, the DHRT (consisting 
of driver Divan de Goede and co-driver 
Henry Kohne) will push their reliable 
Group N2 Toyota Corolla RXi (Class S3) 
to its limits over the six stages. With the 
event being held only 60km away from 
the West Coast, this pairing regards this 
event as their “home” rally and will be 
looking forward to local support.
 This weekend’s rally consists 
of a 17km and 14km stage, each being 
repeated three times. With a central 
service park, it makes for a compact 
route and is easier on the regional 
rally competitors’ pockets. The Vlakvlei 
Rally also boasts great spectating, 
as spectators can cheer on their 
favourite rally crews on three stages by 
positioning themselves at on spectator 
point. 
 In the run-up to this weekend’s 
rally, the DHRT was unsure of the type 
of roads being used this weekend, and 
will only decide on a car setup closer to 
the event. This pairing decided to skip 
the recent national rally, the Toyota 
Dealer Rally, which was also a round of 
their regional championship calendar, as 
their car needed extra attention to be in 
tip-top condition for this coming event. 
A few of the niggling problems were 
sorted out and this time DHRT hopes 
to complete the rally without losing a 

window; the cleanup after the previous 
rally took longer than the rally itself.
 Another problem experienced 
during the season-opening Bredasdorp 
Rally was the fact that the team used 
the pace notes system for the fi rst 
time, and found that with little time to 
work through the notes it was diffi cult 
to commit to certain sections of the 
Overberg stages. After reviewing the 
old notes and checking where they 
struggled, the team is confi dent that the 
next rally will be a success. 
  “As this is only DHRT’s second 
rally on gravel roads, we will fi rst and 
foremost be aiming for a fi nish to get 
more experience as the previous rally 
held in this area had a high attrition 
rate,” said co-driver Henry Kohne. “This 
being said, we plan to be much closer to 
the other class S3 competitors and with 
the repeating nature of the stages we 
expect to pick up the pace signifi cantly 
towards the end.  
 “The team certainly would 
not be able to even start this event 
without the help from Desmond Harding 
(Happy Birthday!), 4Wheel Alignment 
Vredenburg, Coastline Recoveries, Seans 
Audio, Speedy Vredenburg and Truck & 
Marine Saldanha,” concluded Henry.
 Read next week’s issue of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS for a full 
Vlakvlei Rally review!

WCRRC: VLAKVLEI RALLY
10 April 2010
The Western Cape Regional Rally Championship 
heads to the Swartland area for the Vlakvlei 
Rally this weekend, and the DHRT are confi dent 
of another strong showing in their rookie rally 
season.

VLAKVLEI TO BUZZ WITH RALLY CARS

Story by DHRT
Pictures by DHRT and Frank Pey

EVENTS

The DHRT in H&H:
Regular readers of HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will 
recall that the DHRT (pronounced as ‘dirt’) rally team 
will feature in the pages of this eMagazine as they 
progress through their fi rst season of rallying. This 
rookie pairing, driver Divan de Goede and co-driver 
Henry Kohne, have shown great potential early in the 
season.

To read of their experience in the previous round 
of the Western Cape Regional Rally Championship, 
please click  HERE.




