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Welcome to issue 130 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!
 Inside this week, HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS is pleased to bring you 
a fantastic competition presented by 
Veloce Publishing. You stand a chance 
to win a great rally book and readers of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will enjoy a 
special discount of 25% off Veloce Books. 
More details are to be found on page 11.
 As always, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman
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Kris Meeke sets quickest stage time 
for Isla Canarias shakedown stage
Kris Meeke has set the fastest time during shakedown for 
Rally Islas Canarias, round four of the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge, reported www.rallybuzz.com
 The Peugeot UK driver set a time of 1m27.7s over the 
2.3-kilometre practice stage on the last of his fi ve permitted 
runs. “It went fi ne, no problem at all,” said Meeke’s co-driver 
Paul Nagle.
 Jan Kopecký beat Škoda Motorsport team-mate Juho 
Hänninen for the runner-up spot by one-tenth of a second 
with a best of 1m28.7s. Peugeot Portugal’s Bruno Magalhães 
equalled Hänninen’s time with Spain’s Sergio Vallejo fi fth 
quickest in his Ford Fiesta S2000.

Top three shakedown times:
1) Kris Meeke 1m27.7s
2) Jan Kopecký 1m28.7s
3) Juho Hänninen 1m28.8s
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

Schools in Western Cape pocket 
Adenco 400 prize money
Three schools in the Darling area have pocketed R10 000 in 
prize money for taking the top three places in a competition 
run in conjunction with the Adenco 400, round one of the Absa 
Off Road Championship, in the Western Cape in March.
 With the event generating a family atmosphere among 
the communities of Darling and surrounding areas the MSA 
Off Road Car Racing Commission donated R10 000 towards 
a schools competition. The school with the most children 
attending the race stood to win R5 000 with the second and 
third placed schools winning R3 000 and R2 000 respectively.
 At a function in Darling this week a cheque for R5 
000 was handed over to Mr E Kruger, headmaster of Vooruitsig 
Primary School, who took fi rst place in the competition. 
Cheques for R3 000 and R2 000 were also handed over the 
principals of Darling College and Laerskook Darling.
 “We are indeed thrilled to be the winners of the 
fi rst prize in the competition and thank the MSA Off Road 
Car Racing Commision for its effort to make a difference at 
schools,” said Mr Kruger. “You can be assured that these funds 
will be used to improve the quality of education at our school.”
 Local businessman Theo Basson, who co-ordinated the 
schools competition, complimented the schools on their turn 
out at the Adenco 400. “Staff and pupils entered into the spirit 
of the competition,” he said, “and enjoyed being part of the 
atmosphere of a national championship off road race.”
 Richard Schilling, president of the MSA commission, 
said the competition had been a major success with similar 
projects planned for other races on the Absa calendar. “We 
have a duty to support communities where we race, and 
contributing towards the welfare of children is a more than 
worthwhile cause.”
 The family atmosphere at the event also saw Darling 
College responsible for the food and beverage sales at the 
start/fi nish and designated service point at the Darling Club.
 Local businessman Andre Kirsten and the Darling 
Golf Club were also responsible for catering at the prize-giving 
function.
 The Cape Peninsula Motorcycle and Car Club, which 
organises the event, also make an annual donation to the 
Mamre Old Age Home.

Unlucky Rally 1000 Miglia for Pierre 
Campana in Renault Clio R3
Frenchman Pierre Campana had an unlucky Mille Miglia 
Rally last weekend, the opening round of the Italian Rally 
Championship and round two of the Renault Clio R3 European 
Trophy.   
 Once more the young Corsican drove a Renault Clio 
R3 run by the Italian Munaretto team, which he drove to 
category victory on the Sanremo Rally last September and 
12th overall on the Monte Carlo Rally in January. Last year, 
Pierre took the car to third overall in the 2009 West European 
Clio Trophy despite only participating in two events.   
 Pierre, managed by Quadra Sports, is backed by 
ground-breaking French simulator company Ellip6 and ran on 
tyres from Pirelli during the Mille Miglia event, which featured 
an entry list including more than 30 Clios and more than 20 
Super 2000 cars.   
 The Mille Miglia - formerly one of the classic European 
road races - got underway on Thursday night from Brescia, 
with a spectator superspecial stage held in darkness on the go-
kart circuit of Lonato.   
 Friday’s action consisted of two loops of three asphalt 
special stages. Pierre chose dry tyres, but more seriously he 
had to battle severe brake problems. Despite this handicap, 
he still managed to close in on fi fth place in the European and 

NEWS

World Rally Championship leader Sebastien Loeb says he is 
relishing tackling the 4.2-kilometre stage through the streets 
of his home town of Haguenau when it runs as part of Rallye 
de France from 30 September-3 October, reported 
www.wrc.com.
 The asphalt stage - which will be built around 
Haguenau’s park and will incorporate numerous viewing points 
for spectators - has been designed as a tribute to the six-time 
world champion who hails from the Alsace region where the 
rally will be centred.
 Citroen driver said: “I’m very happy that the route 
is going through Haguenau - that’s really nice. My memories 
of the stages in the area are somewhat fragmented, but I’ve 
got a vague idea of what to expect. I think it’s going to be a 
little more technical than the Rallye Deutschland, the roads in 
Alsace tend to be more twisty.”
 Rallye de France, which forms round 11 of this year’s 
world championship will be based in the city of Strasbourg 
after being held on the island of Corsica for 35 years. The 
event didn’t run last year under the calendar rotation system 
but returns in 2010 over an all-new route.
 Day one will include eight stages split into two loops 
of four. The main service area for the event will also be in 
Strasbourg. The second day will start off with some vineyard 
roads, taking in eight more stages split into two loops of four.
 The fi nal day includes the Haguenau stage, which is 
repeated, and also two runs over a 24-kilometre stage in the 
Camp de Bitche military range - which is renowned for several 
surface changes. The rally then returns to Strasbourg for the 
fi nish after 20 stages totalling 355.6 competitive kilometres.
 Loeb, who now lives in Switzerland, has won France’s 
WRC qualifi er on four previous occasions. He added: “I’m sure 
we’re going to see loads of people there.”
 As well as being a counting round of the WRC, the 
event will include rounds of the S-WRC, P-WRC and J-WRC, 
which should guarantee a capacity entry.
- Credit: www.wrc.com

WRC Rally de France to include a 
Sebastien Loeb tribute stage



Dance to Tipperary sponsor top Irish 
Rally Driver Daniel Barry in IRC

New calendar for 2011 World Rally 
Championship unveiled this week

Italian Renault Clio classifi cation.   
 He fi xed the brake problems at service, but then 
decided to gamble on cut slick tyres as the rain fell harder, 
in order to try and take back the time he had lost in the 
morning. Unfortunately, the gamble did not pay off and Pierre 
lost two and half minutes compared to the frontrunners on 
intermediate tyres.   
 On the fi nal stage of the loop, as a result of the lack 
of grip, Pierre had a spin and broke a suspension component, 
forcing him to stop. He restarted on Saturday under the super 
rally regulations, even though he was not eligible to score 
points, in order to gain more experience behind the wheel of 
the car. On the second stage of the day though he was forced 
to stop for good with an electrical problem.   
 Pierre commented: “The rally didn’t go the way we 
wanted it to, but it was really useful to have some more time 
in the car and I’m glad to have experienced a new event. 
Setbacks can happen sometimes in any sport, but this makes 
me just more determined to do well the next time out. I’d 
like to thank Ellip6 and Munaretto for all their support: we 
have learned several valuable lessons for the future and I’m 
convinced that we are going to come back stronger than ever.”   
 Pierre’s next event in the Ellip6-backed Clio will be the 
all-asphalt Belgium Ypres Rally, which is also a scoring round of 
the Intercontinental Rally Challenge, from 24-26 June.
- Credit: www.pierrecampana.com

Dance To Tipperary “Return” to motor rally sport to promote 
their new album “Return To Me” by announcing today that 
Dance To Tipperary will sponsor top Irish rally driver Daniel 
Barry and his Barry Motorsport Team.
 Daniel and co-driver Martin Brady are contesting 
this years Intercontinental Rally Challenge. (IRC) in their 
Barry Motorsport Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX. They already 
competed in Monte Carlo In January this year and are due to 
contest IRC events in Spain, Belgium, Czech Republic, Italy, 
Scotland and Cyprus which are apart of the IRC 2010 season 
and championship.
 Daniel Barry is age 25 and from Enniskerry, Co 
Wicklow, Ireland. Daniel Barry is the reigning Mitsubishi 
Ralliart Evolution Champion in the UK where he won fi ve of the 
championship’s six rounds. Co-Driver Martin Brady continues in 
the hot seat with Daniel for the 2010 IRC season.
 Eurosport - Europe’s largest TV channel - will 
broadcast extensive coverage from every IRC round, including 
live shows that will reach 115 million homes and 240 million
viewers across the world. In addition the events attract 
considerable national and Internet media publicity for
competing drivers and their sponsors.
 “When looking for a suitable sponsorship return 
property to promote Dance To Tipperary and new album 
Return To Me we thought and looked at length which Driver 
and team best refl ected some of our brand and musical values 
on the International stage namely Irish, Youth, Ambition, 
Quality together with good social network maintenance and 
development. Daniel Barry meets all those criteria as well as 
bringing attractive opportunities for Dance To Tipperary to 
increase its global brand footprint, and promote download and 
music awareness of Dance To Tipperary’s new album Return 
To Me through his participation in the International Rally 
Challenge.
 “Our sponsorship of Daniel Barry, co-driver Martin 

NEWS

The FIA World Motor Sport Council has announced a 13-round 
calendar for the 2011 World Rally Championship season, 
starting in Sweden and ending in Great Britain, following a fax 
vote of its members, reported www.wrc.com.
 However, the door is open for a 14th event to join the 
2011 series, which would be confi rmed by the end of June. “A 
14th event could be added to calendar,” stated a press release 
from the FIA: the governing body of world motor sport. “This 
would be approved by the WMSC on 23 June at the latest.”
 The 2011 calendar sees a number of familiar names 
return to the forefront after a year of absence, such as Italy, 
Argentina and Greece. So far, there are no brand new events 
on the 2011 calendar and the fi rst and last rallies on the 
schedule are the same as this year.
 In total, nine of the rallies will be held on gravel, 
three are on asphalt and one is on snow and ice. Unlike this 
year, where June is a quiet month, there is at least one rally 
every month from February through to November - meaning 
that it will be a busy time for the teams in the debut season of 
the all-new World Rally Car formula.
 The rally dates below are listed by the Sunday of each 
event, although organisers will once more have the possibility 
to run outside of the established Friday-Saturday-Sunday 
format next year.

13 February: Sweden
06 March: Mexico
27 March: Portugal
17 April: Jordan
08 May: Italy
29 May: Argentina
19 June: Greece
31 July: Finland
21 August: Germany
11 September: Australia
02 October: France
23 October: Spain
13 November: Great Britain
- Credit: www.wrc.com

Brady and the Barry Motorsport Team is a new stage of 
dynamic increased development of Dance To Tipperary both as 
a brand and music internationally.”
 Dance to Tipperary are a London/Irish, Celtic, Rock, 
Pop, Trance group who have released 4 studio albums to date 
and have had 11 Top 30 singles. (Infectious tunes, Stadium 
Rock, Party energy and ballads too). Dance To Tipperary music 
is now available to download at all good download stores 
worldwide including iTunes, Amazon, emusc, 7 Digital, 02, 
Verizon Mobile and Vodafone.
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It was a rally we hadn’t planned for, 
and like the other IRC regulars, it 
cropped upon us quite quickly as it was 
announced just over a month ago when 
the original Spanish round of the series 
was cancelled. We had planned on going 
to the original Spanish round, but it was 
much later in the year on the schedule 
so we were expecting Belgium in June 
as our next event. For me, it began 
when in work one day I got a call from 
our team coordinator Donna to tell me I 
would be going to the Canary Islands in 
the last week in April. Never a bad call 
to receive, but it meant some scurrying 
on my part and with her help for me to 
sort out moving other commitments and 
plans such as Rally Olympus in America, 
try as I may I just couldn’t make fl ights 
work to be in two places at one time 
and this was even before the Icelandic 
volcano showed air travel just who is 
boss...
 Anyhow, as ever in Barry 
Motorsport HQ we never shy away from 
a challenge and plans were made fast 
with ferries, accommodation and all the 
necessary arrangements being made 
quickly but carefully. For a small team 
like us, planning ahead and making 
decisions early can save vital budget 
and Daniel’s dad being a businessman 
and transport mogul in his own right is 
excellent at this. 
 We planned a rally in Ireland 
to get us back into tarmac miles but 
unfortunately on our pre-rally test we 
blew our engine the day before the rally 
and the rally had to be quite literally 
shelved. This engine blow-up is well 
documented in a YouTube video if you 
have time to check it out and really 
the only silver lining was that it was in 
our older Group A-spec Evo VI not the 
Evo IX which was sitting back in the 
workshop freshly painted and re-prepped 
after our Monte mountain battles. 
 The loss of these competitive 
miles was a blow for Daniel as his last 
miles in a rally car had been the Col 
de Turini in January. For me its not so 
bad: I have been lucky enough to keep 

competing regularly and had competed 
on four rallies in Ireland since January, 
but undeterred we packed the truck and 
like Santa Claus made all our lists and 
checked them twice and a full ten days 
before the rally started our truck rally 
car and recce car all left Ireland for the 
long drive down to the southern corner 
of Spain and onwards to thenCanary 
Islands. It was a busy time for us, but 
it included the good news story that 
our new sponsor (renowned Irish band 
“Dance to Tipperary”) decided to come 
on board with us as sponsors to use 
our IRC campaign to promote their new 
album “Return To Me.” Things like this 
are a great boost to a private team and 
perhaps even more encouraging is the 
way the band have engaged with us as 
rally fans in their own right having a long 
history of rally involvement. We hope to 
have some good times together as they 
join our rally family.
 Now the next week was a 
nervous one and not because we feared 
any challenge of the rally, but because 
of the Europe-wide crisis as planes 
were grounded wholesale. This was a 
potential problem for us getting to the 
event, so Daniel and I made a plan to 
drive ourselves following the same route 
as the truck albeit a few days behind. 
Happily on the day we were due to leave 
by road, a normality returned to air 
travel and all was well again. A fi ve or 
six-day drive down to the rally would not 
be the most refreshing way to start, so 
we were glad to avoid it.
 As I write this I sit in our hotel 
room which over looks the start ramp 
and service area (the benefi ts of a team 
coordinator that plans well!), we are 
due to leave in just over an hour for Day 
Two of recce. Day One was tiring, very 
tiring. Frequent readers of HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS may remember my Monte 
story and how arduous recce is for that 
event. Well, this island has taught us 
something new. Yesterday we made 
notes for six stages and totalled over 
150km of pacenote making with long 
road distances in between. It was a 
relentless day and we found ourselves 
caught for time everywhere. There is 
a strict organisers’ schedule you must 

adhere to, and speeds are monitored by 
a GPS tracker in the car which is checked 
at start and fi nish of each stage. It was 
simply like trying to make a litre fi t into 
a pint glass and the mountain roads 
between the stages have surprisingly 
heavy and slow local traffi c so progress 
is diffi cult. Anyway, we battled on as 
best we could, glad of our recce support 
crew Danny Snr and Donna especially 
when we had a brake problem coming 
off one of the longest stages. They 
were there to meet us in between each 
stage just in case we needed assistance 
and to keep us topped up with fuel 
and drinks, etc. to save precious time 
stopping elsewhere. Thankfully we got 
our allowed three passes on each stage 
starting the last stage at 21:45 just 
before it closed at 22:00. A long day 
when you consider we left the hotel at 
09:00 to travel to SS1.
 The island is a beautiful place, 
not that we have time to stop and 
appreciate it, but truly rallying takes 
you to some scenic places that you just 
wouldn’t otherwise see as a standard 
tourist. Even as busy as we were and 
focused on the job-in-hand, Daniel and 
I still noticed the stunning views from 
literally above the clouds as we reached 
the highest point on SS3 and looked out 
over the clouds and over the coastline 
and into the expanse of the Atlantic 
ocean, a very sunny contrast to our last 
rally in the French alps! 
 Our team truck is parked up 
in the port and already Daniel has been 
out on a brief test so all is going to plan 
and we are contented that its shaping 
up for a good rally. On that note (no 
pun intended), I better dash: I have 
road books and pacenotes to sort out 
as I leave here for stage one in just 
over an hour and we have a busy day 
again today, but thankfully less stages 
to recce. Hopefully we can return next 
issue to the pages of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS with good news and exciting 
stories for you dear reader.

Regards,

Martin Brady

Once again Irish privateers Barry Motorsport 
took grasp of the Intercontinental Challenge and 
decided to head to the 34th Rally Islas Canarias.

BACK ON IRC TRAIL FOR BARRY/BRADY

Story by Martin Brady
Pictures by Barry Motorsport
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At an awards ceremony in Cape Town 
recently SAMIA founder and chief 
executive offi cer, Brian Sims, said 
the award was “well deserved and 
recognises the exceptionally high level of 
performance that Neil Woolridge Motors 
delivers in respect of its involvement 
in the prestigious Absa Off Road 
Championship.”
 Sims added that South Africa 
was rapidly building an enviable 
reputation for its high standard of 
innovative technology and engineering 
excellence within motorsport, and Neil 
Woolridge Motors was playing a role in 
furthering this reputation. Neil Woolridge 
Motors were nominated for the award 
along with Terry Moss Racing which 
operated factory Audi and VW entries in 
the national circuit racing series. But, 
matters were to get better for Woolridge 
and the factory Ford Racing Ranger 
team.
 Woolridge and co-driver Kenny 
Skjoldhammer made SA motorsport 
history when they won the Production 
Vehicle category at the recent Toyota 
Dealer 400, round two of the Absa Off 
Road Championship, in Mpumalanga. 
The win, with the pair starting 
seventh on the road, was the fi rst for 

a diesel powered vehicle in the Absa 
championship with the Ford Ranger TDCi 
performing faultlessly throughout the 
weekend.
 The Ford Ranger TDCi was built 
and developed by Neil Woolridge Motors 
and is in its second year of competition.
 “Winning the SAMIA Award and 
then giving the Ford Ranger TDCi its fi rst 
win has given us an amazing start to the 
year,” said Woolridge. “I am very proud 
of both achievements but it has been a 
team effort, and credit also goes to Ford 
and everyone at Neil Woolridge Motors 
who has worked on the project.
 “The Toyota Dealer 400 win 
vindicated Ford’s decision to go the 
diesel route and we are now hungry for 
more success.”
 For Woolridge there was also 
a cherry on the cake in Mpumalanga. 
His 18-year-old son Lance, along with 
Ward Huxtable, scored his fi rst national 
championship win with a victory in Class 
E in a Ford Ranger.
 “It was tough going but Lance 
and Ward showed a lot of character,” said 
Woolridge. “Their win capped what was 
a memorable weekend for me and the 
team.”

The year is turning into a successful one for off 
road champion Neil Woolridge. Woolridge has 
for many years been a Ford stalwart and his 
Pietermaritzburg-based company, Neil Woolridge 
Motors, has won the South African Motorsport 
Industry Association (SAMIA) award for 2010 for 
outstanding teamwork. 

NEIL WOOLRIDGE WINS TEAM AWARD

Story by Ford Racing
Pictures by Ford Racing



VELOCE PUBLISHING
THE PUBLISHERS OF FINE AUTOMOTIVE BOOKS

WIN! One of five selected 
books from the popular 
“Rally Giants” series 
every two weeks.

PLUS save 25% on Veloce 
Publishing’s Books* when ordered 
directly from www.veloce.co.uk by 
quoting “HHrally25” at checkout.
* Offer excludes leather and limited editions, gifts vouchers, 
other coinciding offers and non-Veloce products. P&P extra.

This week’s prize is “RS 
Cosworth” written by 
Graham Robson. 
Question: In what year did 
the RS Cosworth makes its 
international rally debut?
Send your answers to 
evanrothman@gmail.com. 
The winner will be randomly 
chosen from correct entries 
received.
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The BP Volkswagen Polo S2000 of Enzo 
Kuun and Guy Hodgson walked away 
with the winners’ champagne after the 
Sasol Rally’s trying 16 stages. Kuun was 
chased to the fi nish by Johnny Gemmell 
and stand-in co-drover Phil Archenoul 
(Castrol Toyota Auris S2000), with Jan 
Habig fi nishing on the fi nal step of the 
podium with co-driver Ralph Pitchford in 
their BP Volkswagen Polo S2000.
 A bitter sting in the tail this 
weekend came when rally leaders 
Conrad Rautenbach/Peter Marsh (Ford 

Fiesta S2000) and the reigning South 
African Rally Champions Hergen Fekken/
Pierre Arries (BP Volkswagen Polo 
S2000) were forced to retire from the 
punishing event. Rautenbach/Marsh 
were undoubtedly bravest pairing this 
weekend, pushing the factory crews of 
Fekken/Arries and Johnny Gemmell/Phil 
Archenoul (Castrol Toyota Auris S2000) 
to their limits in a straight fi ght for the 
top slot on the leaderboard. 
 After attacking on Day Two’s 
morning stages, Rautenbach and Fekken 
were locked in a head-to-head battle 
for the lead only to see both crews’ 
rally come to an abrupt end in SS11. 

Rautenbach, running fi rst on the road, 
hit a dip and jump too quickly, landing 
his Fiesta on its nose. This immediately 
ended Rautenbach’s Sasol Rally 
weekend.
 Hot on his heels was Fekken: he 
hit a rock on the apex of a corner, and 
the impact pushed his Volkswagen Polo 
S2000s engine up and caused severe 
damage to the engine.

Day One: What happened
In what was supposed to be a massive 
Toyota versus Volkswagen battle on the 
Sasol Rally 2010, Rautenbach’s Ford 
Fiesta added an extra dimension to this 

SARC: SASOL RALLY 2010
23 - 24 April 2010
Rallying in South Africa this past weekend proved 
to be as exciting and dramatic as any other 
international championship. The fearsome and 
daunting forest roads of Mpumalanga’s Lowveld 
provided the ideal scene for this the third round of 
the South African Rally Championship.

STING IN TAIL AT SASOL RALLY 2010

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by Motorpics
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intriguing struggle for supremacy.
 At the end of Day One, 11 of 
the 41 crews who took to SS1 in the 
morning reached the overnight stop 
after SS7. The day’s gravel road action 
took place in and around the towns 
of Sabie and White River, which was 
followed by two spectacular nighttime 
Spectator SuperSpecial Stages in the 
heart of Sabie and then White River. All 
the while, heavy mist and rain made for 
a tough day in the offi ce for all crews. 
 Rautenbach, the 2007 African 
Rally Champion and former Citroen 
Junior Team driver in the World Rally 
Championship, and Fekken traded 
fastest stage times and juggled the rally 
lead throughout the seven stages. It was 
Rautenbach who ended Day One with a 
slender 2,4sec advantage over his rival 
in the fi nal stage of the day, as the 25-
year-old showed the thousands of rally 
supporters who lined the stage just why 
he was a regular top ten fi nisher in the 
World Rally Championship. He fl oated 
his Ford Fiesta S2000 into the hairpins, 
and the car seemed to dance around the 
corners with poise and precision. Even 
though Fekken managed to close the 
gap to Rautenbach, one is left wondering 
the full potential of the Rautenbach/
Ford combination… In one stage, SS5, 
Rautenbach was able to pull out a stage 
time a whopping 15sec faster than 
anyone else.
 This, however, in no way 
detracted from the pace and skill 
showcased by the likes of Fekken, his 
BP Volkswagen Polo S2000 team-mates 
Enzo Kuun and Jan Habig and the 

Castrol Team Toyota drivers Gemmell 
and Mark Cronje. In a fi ght for the rally 
victory, the Castrol Team Toyota squad 
suffered a major setback when Mark 
Cronje/Robert Paisley broke their Toyota 
Auris’ power steering pump early on Day 
One. Once the problem was rectifi ed, 
severe damage to his rally position had 
unfortunately been exacted: they ended 
Day One in sixth place overall, over 
two minutes adrift of the rally leaders. 
Gemmell ended the day in fi fth place, 
but within striking range of the leaders.
 Behind the enthralling battle 
for the lead on Day One, Leeroy Poulter/
Henry Dearlove (Toyota RunX A6) set 
the cat among the S2000 and Class 
A7 pigeons when they ended Day One 
as the fastest two-wheel drive team in 
tenth overall. Gugu Zulu/Shaun Visser 
(BP Volkswagen Polo A7) convincingly 
lead their Class A7. Local pairing Danie 
and Joos Stassen (Class N4 Subaru 
Impreza) placed 14th overall (the fastest 
Group N entry) at the overnight halt, 
while Class A5 was an intense three-
way mêlée for Class honours between 
Andre Cleenwerck (BP Volkswagen 
CitiGolf A5), Chad Lambert (Toyota Yaris 
A5) and Ashley Haigh-Smith (Toyota 
Yaris A5). Class N3 was dominated 
by a strong performance from sister-
and-brother pairing Megan and Oliver 
Verlaque (Toyota RunX N3; they lead 
rivals Abduraghman Amlay/Garth Ritsch 
(Toyota RunX N3) by nearly 01min 30s.
 A number of S2000 crews did 
not reach the Day One overnight halt, 
and these included: Jaco van Dyk, 
Theuns Joubert, Visser du Plessis, Japie 
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van Niekerk and Evan Hutchison.

Day Two: What happened
With the two leading cars parked after 
the third stage of nine on Day Two, 
the hunt for the Sasol Rally 2010’s top 
honours was re-ignited by Enzo Kuun, 
Jan Habig and Johnny Gemmell. 
 Kuun inherited the rally lead 
from Fekken and Rautenbach, and 
also moved into the lead with a 30sec 
cushion over team-mate Habig. In third 
and fourth places were the Castrol 
Toyota Auris S2000 crews of Gemmell 
and Cronje respectively. A determined 
drive saw Gemmell leapfrog Habig to 
take second position in the afternoon’s 
stages, and Habig was unable to re-
challenge the Toyota driver for the 
second place on the podium. Gemmell’s 
talented team-mate Cronje also put 
the hammer down on Day Two to set a 
fastest stage time to demonstrate to his 
rivals his quick pace when Lady Luck is 
in his corner and fi nished in fourth place 
overall.
 As the rally’s fi nal stages came 
to a close, Kuun put on a spectacular 
display of driving skill for the many 
thousands of Mpumalanga rally fans. 
His lead remained comfortable to enable 
him to bring his Volkswagen Polo to the 
fi nish undeterred. Kuun and Hodgson 
claimed their sixth Sasol Rally win in 
19 years! This victory in Nelspruit also 
gives Volkswagen the edge in the ‘King 
of Sasol Rally’ fi ght, winning three of the 
last fi ve editions of this grueling event.
 In fi fth position overall was 
the privateer Pirtek Toyota Auris S2000 

of Hein Lategan/Johan van der Merwe. 
Lategan fought off the challenges of J-P. 
Damseaux/Carolyn Swan (Team Total 
Evolution Toyota RunX S2000) in the 
fi nal stages of the rally to safeguard 
their impressive fi nish. Pirtek Toyota 
Auris S2000 team-mates Visser du 
Plessis/Gerhard Snyman unfortunately 
were spectators on Day Two as they 
retired their car on Day One with a 
broken gearbox input shaft.
 A soft-roll early on Day Two saw 
Mohammed Moosa/Grant Martin (Team 
Total Evolution Toyota RunX S2000) lose 
over 14min in SS10, and dropped from 
eighth position overall to 14th, which 
they held onto until the fi nish.
 A number of crews were dealt 
a cruel hand by fate when they retired 
from the rally in the fi nal stages, most 
notably Jaco van Dyk (Volkswagen Polo 
S2000), Nicholas Ryan/Geoff Tyrer 
(Volkswagen Polo S2000), Japie van 
Niekerk/Robin Houghton (New Africa 
Developments Toyota Auris S2000) and 
Megan Verlaque (Toyota RunX N3) in 
SS14.
 Joos and Danie Stassen fi nished 
the event in an impressive tenth place 
overall in their Subaru Impreza WRX STi 
N4), and were the only Group N4 car to 
fi nish after the similar Subura Impreza 
of Tjaart Coetzee/Johan Aucamp retired 
in SS13.
 Class A6 was once again 
dominated by the Team Total Evolution 
Toyota RunX A6 of Craig Trott/Robbie 
Coetzee, and Michael Otto/Tommy du 
Toit (Toyota Corolla A7) fi nished behind 
them but won Class A7 honours. Sadly, 

Gugu Zulu/Shaun Visser (BP Volkswagen 
Polo A7) lost their lead on SS14 due to 
their windscreen misting up, dropping 
more than two minutes to gift the Class 
win to Otto/Du Toit.
 Chad Lambert/Nic Prinsloo 
(Toyota Yaris A5) won Class A5, after a 
closely fought battle with Ashley Haigh-
Smith (Toyota Yaris A5). Haigh-Smith 
fi nished 50sec adrift of Lambert.
 Amly/Ritsch won Class N3 after 
the Verlaques’ Toyota RunX quit on 
SS14. Robson Maganezi/Pierre Jordaan 
brought their Link Africa Ford Fiesta ST 
home in second place in Class N3.
 22 of the 41 starters made it 
to the fi nish at the end of the tough 
16 stage-event. Crews will now ready 
themselves and their machinery for 
Round Four of the Championship, the 
Rally of South Africa in Ermelo from 28 – 
29 May.

Final Classifi cation:
01) E. Kuun/G. Hodgson  -   01h 48m 04,4s
02) J. Gemmell/P. Archenoul  +                30,5s
03) J. Habig/R. Pitchford  +                48,7s
04) M. Cronje/R. Paisley +         02m 13,3s
05) H. Lategan/J. Van Der Merwe  +         03m 40,2s
06) J-P. Damseaux/C. Swan  +         03m 53,1s
07) F. Rueda/D. Lewkowicz  +         08m 09,6s
08) L. Poulter/H. Dearlove  +         15m 09,1s
09) T. Conradie/T. Rabe  +         16m 22,1s
10) J. Stassen/D. Stassen  +         20m 34,2s
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Second and fourth places overall for 
Johnny Gemmell and Mark Cronje in 
their Castrol Team Toyota Auris S2000s 
backed by a fi fth place for Hein Lategan 
in his Pirtek Auris S2000 sealed the 
important manufacturers’ award for 
Toyota.
 J-P. Damseaux and Fernando 
Rueda in their Team Total RunX S2000s 
fi lled the next two places in the results 
that saw Toyota S2000s fi ll fi ve of the 
top seven places in the S2000 class. 
 In the A7 Class, the honours 
went to Michael Otto in a Corolla. Class 
A6 was won by rally newcomer Leeroy 
Poulter in a Toyota RunX. He was 
followed home by Tjaart Conradie in an 
Auris and Craig Trott in a RunX to give 
Toyota a clean sweep in this class. 
 Chad Lambert brought his Yaris 
home at the head of class A5 followed 
by young Ashley Haigh-Smith, also in a 
Yaris. Class N3, for near-standard Group 
N cars, was won by Aburaghman Amlay 
in a RunX.
 At the front of the fi eld the 
event was marked by an exciting chase 
for the lead with Johnny Gemmell 
eventually fi nishing just 30 seconds 
adrift of Enzo Kuun. Gemmell faced a 
challenging event from the outset as 
his regular navigator, Scotsman Drew 
Sturrock, was prevented from travelling 
down from the UK by the fl ight ban 
caused by the volcanic ash cloud over 
Europe.
 Last minute stand-in Phillip 
Archenout had neither sat next to 
Gemmell in a car before nor even 

experienced the speed of an S2000 car 
before but quickly adapted with Gemmell 
to the challenge, although they did 
incur a 20sec penalty early in the event 
through a timing error. To add to this, 
the pair had a bad break in the mist in 
the second special stage dropping 22sec 
off the pace due to the bad visibility.
 In conditions that saw 
visibility change from very good to near 
impenetrable mist in seconds as clouds 
wafted through the Mpumalanga forests, 
Gemmell steadily chased down Kuun 
but there were just not enough stage 
kilometres to make up the time lost 
early in the event. In the end second 
place secured a healthy points haul for 
the championship as leading contenders 
Hergen Fekken and Conrad Rautenbach 
both crashed out of the event.
  Mark Cronje, in the second 
Castrol Team Toyuota Auris S2000, made 
up time on the second day of the event 
to move up from sixth to fourth. Mark 
suffered a power steering problem early 
in the event and had to take lateness in 
the service park to resolve the problem 
but rejoined right on the pace winning 
three special stages along the way.
 “We started this event a little 
on the back foot with Johnny having 
to pair up with a new navigator and 
a minor electrical glitch in testing on 
Mark’s car but on the day both Castrol 
Auris S2000s showed their pace to 
bring home a valuable points haul for 
both the overall and manufacturers’ 
championships,” says team principal, 
Glyn Hall. “As ever the Sasol rally 
provided exceptional entertainment for 
rally fans and our guests from partners 
Imperial and the Innovation Group.”

SARC: SASOL RALLY 2010
23 - 24 April 2010
The 2010 Sasol Rally, staged in treacherous wet 
and misty conditions over the weekend, saw 
Toyota win the manufacturers’ award and score 
class wins in four of the fi ve classes contested. 

TOYOTA WINS MANUFACTURERS’ 
AWARD IN SASOL RALLY

Story by Staff Writer
Pictures by Motorpics
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Al-Rajhi sealed his third career MERC 
rally win and his second successive 
victory after delivering a professional 
performance on day two’s six desert 
special stages in the Half Moon Bay area 
of Al-Khobar.
 “I am very proud to win this 
event here in my country,” said Al-Rajhi, 
who was driving a Kronos Peugeot 207 
S2000. “The goal was to win and I can 
now leave the championship and move 
on to another programme on a high 
note. I had a puncture on the fi rst day 
and problems with the brakes on the 
second stage today, but it is great to 
win. I honour the people of the Eastern 
Province with this victory.”
 Qatar’s Misfer Al-Marri and 
Italian co-driver Nicola Arena sealed 
second overall in a Subaru Impreza WRX 
STi and both now lead their respective 
Drivers’ and Co-Drivers’ title races by 
four points at the half-way point of the 
season after four rounds.
 Saudi rookie sensation Abduali 
Saleh (Subaru Impreza WRX STi) 
stunned the regulars with a superb drive 
to seal third overall after surging past 
Kuwait’s Meshari Al-Thafi ri (Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution IX) on the penultimate 
stage.
 The event was Saleh’s fi rst 
international rally and he entered the 
record books for being the fi rst driver 
in the series to reach the podium on his 
fi rst-ever event. “Abduali’s performance 
has capped a superb weekend for Saudi 
Arabia,” enthused a delighted Al-Rajhi.
 Sixteen cars were permitted 
to start the fi nal day and tackle three 
special stages, repeated twice. Included 
in those missing from the list were 
Qatar’s Mubarak Al-Hajri (Subaru 
Impreza WRX STi) and Sheikh Khalid 
Al-Qassimi (Ford Fiesta S2000): the 
Emirati’s windscreen woes and lack of 
a spare to replaced the damaged one 
forced him out of the rally on safety 
grounds.
 Al-Rajhi set out to defend a 
53,9s lead, but it was his main rival 
Misfer Al-Marri (Subaru Impreza WRX 
STi) who set the fastest time through 
the Al-Maakusa stage and reduced the 
Saudi’s lead to 53,6s. Khalid Al-Suwaidi 
(Subaru Impreza WRX STi) restarted 
under SupeRally and set the third fastest 
time and the Saudi duo of Abduali Saleh 
and Saeed Al-Mouri (Subaru Impreza 
WRX STi) consolidated fourth and fi fth 
places behind Jaber Al-Marri, who was 
awarded a two-minute time penalty as a 

result of his passage through two short 
stages on Wednesday.
 Al-Marri reduced Al-Rajhi’s lead 
by another 5,6s through A’Dannan, but 
the Saudi was playing the waiting game 
and taking no risks on a stage where 
Qatar’s Sheikh Hamed Bin Eid Al-Thani 
(Subaru Impreza WRX STi) set the third 
fastest time to continue his recovery 
from the previous day’s transmission 
problems. Jaber Al-Marri succumbed 
to mechanical woes before the stage 
and this promoted young Saleh into a 
sensational third overall.
 The contest for the outright 
win was all but settled in Dhallum; Al-
Marri dropped 44,8s to Al-Rajhi and the 
Saudi returned to the midday service 
point with an outright lead of 1m 32,8s. 
Al-Thafi ri stormed into third position 
by passing Saleh in the 10th stage. 
Kuwait’s Essam Al-Nejadi and Saudi’s 
Ahmed Al-Sabban failed to complete the 
special because of reported fuel pump 
and electrical problems and just 13 cars 
reached service.
 Al-Suwaidi won the 11th stage 
at Al-Maakusa, but Al-Rajhi maintained 
an overall lead of 01m 34,3s with 
the second fastest time. The Saudi 
extended that lead to an emphatic 
1m 43,5s through the 12th A’Dannan 
stage and headed into the fi nal special 
with a comfortable cushion. Saleh 
regained third place from Al-Thafi ri to 
set up a fascinating showdown for the 
fi nal podium place through the closing 
35,6km of the 13th Dhallum test.
 Al-Rajhi held on to seal his 
second successive MERC win and defend 
the Sharqia Rally title he earned for the 
fi rst time in 2008. Al-Marri was a clear 
second and moved into the outright 
championship lead and Saleh claimed 
a stunning third overall to complete 
a superb weekend for Saudi Arabian 
drivers, with Saeed Al-Mouri sealing fi fth 
position.
 There is now a fi ve-month 
gap before the eight-round FIA Middle 
East Rally Championship resumes with 
the Rally of Lebanon from 17 – 19 
September.

MERC: RALLY SAUDI ARABIA
20 - 22 April 2010
Yazeed Al-Rajhi and co-driver Matthieu Baumel 
(Peugeot 207 S2000) moved into second position 
in the FIA Middle East Rally Championship (MERC) 
after clinching a comfortable 03m 05,5s victory in 
the Sharqia Rally in Saudi Arabia last week.

Al-RAJHI SURPRISES ALL TO TAKE WIN

Story by www.merc-fi a.com

Final Classifi cation:
01)   Y. Al-Rajhi/M. Baumel  -    02h 04m 02,6s
02)   M. Al-Marri/N. Arena  +         03m 05,4s
03)   A. Saleh/K. Al-Kendi  +         08m 40,1s
04)   M. Al-Thafi ri/F. Al-Thafi ri +         10m 52,9s
05)   S. Al-Mouri/A. Al-Saiyari +         13m 40,7s
06)   M. Al-Marri/B. Ghazzawi +         16m 08,5s
07)   K. Al-Suwaidi/M. Marwan +         19m 09,4s
08)   H. Al-Thani/A. Mohammed  +         33m 25,7s
09)   A. Al-Hajri/N. Al-Safi  +         34m 18,4s
10)   E. Falah/A. Al-Zabibi +         43m 18,6s

Scott Pedder and Jon Mortimer 
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX) have 
secured their second 2010 Australian 
Rally Championship (ARC) event victory, 
winning the 2010 Quit Forest Rally in 
Western Australia last weekend.
 It’s Pedder’s fi rst victory at 
the event after coming close on several 
occasions in the past. “It’s fantastic; I’ve 
always wanted to win the Forest Rally. 
I’ve got close a few times and never got 
there so it’s just great. Ross Tapper and 
the guys run an absolutely tremendous 
event,” Pedder said.
 Pedder/Mortimer won Heat One 
ahead of Simon and Sue Evans (Subaru 
Impreza) on Day One/Heat One and 
battled it out with the current National 
Champions throughout Heat Two.
 The Heat Two lead changed 
on three occasions as both crews set 
blistering stage times ahead of the 
chasing teams by more than a minute 
early in the day. Drama struck on SS17 
when Simon and Sue Evans suffered a 
broken gearbox and dropped 15,7s to 
Pedder/Mortimer.
 At the time a despondent 
Simon Evans said: “It’s over.” Despite 
this gloomy prediction, they made it 
out after service, and when Pedder and 
Mortimer clipped a rock and suffered a 
puncture on SS18, dropping 19,8s, the 
Evans’ were back in the lead.
 Changing the tyre between 
stages, Pedder and Mortimer responded 
on SS19, 3,1s ahead of the Evans’ and 
back into the lead. With service crews 
and offi cials waiting anxiously in the 
service park back in Nannup, the times 
came through for SS20, showing a stage 
win for Simon and Sue Evans, but it was 
not enough to take the heat victory.
 Behind the leaders Ryan 
and Rebecca Smart (Toyota Corolloa 
Sportivo) were charging through the 
fi eld, second fastest on SS17 and SS19 
and winning their fi rst ever ARC stage 
on SS18. Finishing Heat Two in third, 
more than 30 seconds ahead of Darren 
Windus (Toyota Corolloa S2000) in 
fourth, the fi nal place on the podium was 
up for grabs.
 Windus had taken third outright 
in Heat One and the Smarts fourth and 
with places reversed in Heat Two the 
teams were equal on points and an 
outright time was needed to determine 
the result. 
 In the end 18s handed Darren 
Windus the fi nal spot on the Quit Forest 
Rally podium.

Story by www.wacarclub.com.au

ARC: QUIT FOREST
16 - 18 April 2010
Action aplenty in 
Western Australia saw 
Pedder and Mortimer 
claim their fi rst Quit 
Forest Rally victory.

PEDDER TOPS ALL
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The fi nal stage of event proved 
disastrous for the reigning champions 
Keith Cronin and Barry McNulty (Subaru 
Impreza WRX STi) who stopped 200 
yards from the end of the fi nish boards, 
having led the event from the fi rst stage 
on Friday. The Pirelli TEG Sport car 
ground to a halt as a result of damage 
to the wiring loom caused by a fl ailing 
puncture.
 Craig Breen and Gareth Roberts 
also dropped time in the fi nal stage with 
a puncture on their Ford Fiesta S2000, 
having taken a string of fastest stage 
times and closed to within 4,7sec of 
Evans. The Irishman dropped over two 
and a half minutes, but maintained a 
podium place, albeit third behind the 
astonished Jonny Greer and Dai Roberts 
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX).
 Greer’s event has been pretty 

uneventful apart from losing a tooth 
from fi fth gear on Friday night, proving 
that a consistent and tidy approach pays 
dividends in the end. With the gearbox 
replaced, the young Northern Irish 
driver’s approach not only gave him his 
best ever BRC result, but also puts him 
at the top of the Dulux Trade MSA British 
Rally Championship and, as an added 
bonus, also heads the Mitsubishi Ralliart 
Evolution Challenge UK.

MSA British Teams Rally Championship:
An excellent fourth place by 
Daniel Sigurdarson and sister 
Asta Sigurdardottir means that JR 
Motorsports leapfrog both Pirelli 
TEG Sport and Ramsport to lead the 
Dulux Trade MSA British Teams’ Rally 
Championship

MSA British Junior Rally Championship:
Jarkko Nikara/Jarno Ottman convincingly 
won the R2 class in their fl ying Renault 

BRC: PIRELLI INTERNATIONAL RALLY
23 - 25 April 2010
The sting in the tail of the Pirelli International 
Rally, the second round of the Dulux Trade MSA 
British Rally Championship, promoted Gwyndaf 
Evans and Chris Patterson to the top step of 
the podium in their JRM-run Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution X, Evans’ fi rst win on the event since 
1998 when he was victorious in a two-wheel drive 
Seat Ibiza.

EVANS WINS PIRELLI INT’L RALLY

Story by Staff Writer
Pictures by Jakob Ebrey Photography
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Twingo, despite having clutch problems 
for most of the rally, in doing so scoring 
maximum Junior points ahead of Elfyn 
Evans. But the results also keeps the 
young Welshman in front of the chase 
for the MSA Junior award, one of only 
three British titles awarded at the MSA’s 
Pall Mall headquarters.

Pirelli Star Driver/Swift Sport Cup:
Mikko Pajunen/Mikko Lukka not only 
won the Swift Sport Cup and Rally 1 
class on the event, but their stunning 
pace in the diminutive Suzuki put them 
in eleventh place and in the spotlight for 
the prestigious Pirelli Star Driver yellow 
jersey.
 They were both delighted and 
surprised to take the nomination for the 
end of season shootout for a chance at 
a fully funded drive in the 2011 Dulux 
Trade MSA British Rally Championship.

Mitsubishi Ralliart Evolution Challenge:
In a mirror of the overall Dulux Trade 
MSA British Rally Championship, 
Jonny Greer and Dai Roberts lead the 
Mitsubishi Ralliart Evolution Challenge 
from the Icelandic brother and sister 
partnership. Third in the series and fi fth 

overall on the rally were Owen Murphy 
and James O’Brien who had a terrible 
Friday night stuck in other drivers’ dust.

Citroen Racing Trophy: 
Mark Donnelly/Paddy Robinson’s run 
of wins was ended by two punctures 
in the Citroen Racing Trophy, leaving a 
scrap between Robert Barrable/Damien 
Connolly and Richard Sykes/Simon 
Taylor. Unfortunately Sykes crashed out, 
leaving Barrable to take his fi rst victory 
in the series. 

Fiesta Sport Trophy: 
In a father and son victory-fest, 
Elfyn Evans added a win in the Fiesta 
SportTrophy to extend his lead in the 
series. He and co-driver Andrew Edwards 
were one of only two Fiestas to fi nish the 
event, Peter Taylor far enough behind to 
make Evans’ rally quite lonely. 

Final Classifi cation:
01) G. Evans/C. Patterson  –   01h 27m 58,0s
02) J. Greer/D. Roberts  +         02m 33,2s
03) C. Breen/G. Roberts +         02m 48,1s
04) D. Sigurdarson/A. Sigurdardott +         03m 48,1s
05) O. Murphy/J. O’Brien  +         05m 35,4s
06) J. Pritchard/R. Durant +         05m 44,6s
07) J. Nikara/J. Ottman  +         07m 04,0s
08) A. Cookson/J.Wilkinson +         08m 58,0s
09) E. Evans/A. Edwards +         09m 10,9s
10) A. Gould/C. Drew  +         09m 52,3s
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Pastrana started strong from the very 
fi rst stage of the event and maintained 
his lead over Rally America points leader 
Antoine L’Estage. By the end of the 
weekend Pastrana won eight out of the 
13 stages and built a 01min 42,8sec 
cushion over L’Estage. 
 Pastrana said: “This rally was 
hard from the start. It was defi nitely 
the most intense fi eld that we’ve had. 
Unfortunately a lot of guys went out on 
the fi rst day. It was a really technical 
course, more so than we expected!”
 Unoffi cial results after Olympus 
moves Pastrana from a third place tie 
with Monster World Rally Team’s Ken 
Block into second place overall. 
 Rockstar Energy Mitsubishi 
driver Antione L’Estage keeps his 
Championship points lead with another 
second place overall podium fi nish for 
the third event in a row. L’Estage was 
keeping pace with Pastrana until a gap 
opened when their windshield fogged 
over after a water crossing. However, 
the team’s consistent second place 
fi nishes from the fi rst three events keeps 

him at the top of the leaderboard. 
 L’Estage said: “I’m feeling 
great! I wanted to win because that’s 
what we’re always trying for… But, at 
one point yesterday we had to think 
of the Championship so today we took 
it easy and kept our second place and 
we’re still leading the Championship. 
We’re very happy to still be on the lead 
after three events!”
 Subaru Rally Team USA’s Dave 
Mirra completed the Olympus Rally in 
third place for his fi rst-ever national 
podium fi nish. The BMX legend and 
most decorated X Games athlete won 
in an Open Class rally car after moving 
up from the Super Production Class the 
previous season. Mirra’s strong fi nish 
is particularly sweet considering he 
recently recovered from a bout with 
Bacterial Meningitis and did not know 
whether he would be able to compete at 
this event.
 Unfortunately, the Olympus 
Rally concluded early for notable 
Championship-caliber teams looking to 
improve their standings. 
 Monster World Rally Team’s 
Ken Block suffered an Olympus-ending 
gearbox failure between SS4 and SS5 

RA: OLYMPUS RALLY
24 - 25 April 2010
Subaru Rally Team USA’s Travis Pastrana wins his 
second event of the 2010 Rally America National 
Championship Series on the tricky gravel roads 
of the Olympus Rally held on Washington State’s 
picturesque peninsula. 

PASTRANA WINS IN WASHINGTON

Story by Staff Writer
Pictures by Subaru Rally Team USA



Final Classifi cation:
01) T. Pastrana/C. Edstrom  -    01h 23m 50,8s
02) A. L’Estage/N. Richard +         01m 42,0s
03) D. Mirra/M. Headland +         03m 56,7s
04) W. Bacon/P. Watt  +         04m 24,6s
05) R. Lagermann/C. Beavis +         06m 52,5s
06) P. Moro/O. Holter  +         10m 45,5s
07) T. Rooney/J. Blattner +         10m 45,5s
08) J. Keeney/J. Grahn  +         10m 51,6s
09) J. Burke/A. Kihurani +         11m 06,7s
19) N. Conley/B. Conley +         12m 41,3s

for their second “Did Not Finish” of the 
season. The team was already under 
considerable stress and fatigue traveling 
from Rally Turkey the weekend before. 
The Icelandic volcano’s ash cloud forced 
the team to take alternative routes back 
to the United States to make it back in 
time for Olympus Rally.
 Block incurred a 03min time 
penalty for checking into a stage too 
early due to a timing card calculation 
error and later spun his car, but set the 
fastest time on SS2 before retiring. 
 After a two-year absence 
from rally, Ramana Lagemann won the 
Olympus Rally outright in 2008 and 
returned to win the Super Production 
Class with a new Rally-Tire.com team. 
Current Super Production points leader, 
Travis Hanson crashed on SS4 but still 
maintains his SP class lead.
 Amazingly after 164,8 stage 
kilometres, Pat Moro and team-mate Tim 
Rooney tied for second place in Super 
Production, but Moro had more stage 
kilometres giving his sole position of the 
second podium spot. 
 In Two-Wheel Drive Class 
competition, Chris Duplessis continues to 
dominate the season with another fi rst 
place win. Nick Allen and John Conley 
completed the class podium and 2WD 

champion Dillon Van Way retired after 
having an off on the fi nal stage of the 
rally.
 Dave Hintz and co-driver Rick 
Hintz won both the John Nagel and Gene 
Neilson regional rallies. 
 The unpredictable Washington 
coastal weather lived up to expectations 
and gave Olympus Rally competitors 
plenty of challenges to overcome. Strong 
winds and rainsqualls made the gravel 
roads slippery, but sunny skies rewarded 
teams on the second day of competition 
for a beautiful coastal victory celebration 
in South Bend. 
 For complete Olympus Rally 
video coverage please visit: www.
youtube.com/user/RallyAmericaSeries
 Round Four of the Rally America 
Championships returns to the Oregon 
Trail Rally on 14 – 16 May in Portland, 
Oregon.

EVENTS
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The opening round of the 2010 European 
Rally Championship, and a round of 
the Italian Rally Championship, the 
Rally 1000 Miglia proved a tremendous 
success as the more than 100 entrants 
put on a fantastic rally show for the 
many spectators who lined the stages to 
cheer on their favourite crews.
 The highly talented Luca 
Rossetti and co-driver Matteo Chiarcossi 
(who are now piloting a Fiat Grande 
Punto S2000 after driving a Peugeot 207 
S2000 in 2009) fi nished second overall 
with Renato Travaglia and Luca Granai 
(Peugeot 207 S2000) claimed the fi nal 
spot of the podium.
 Andreucci and Andreussi 
dominated the top spot of the 
leaderboard from the very fi rst stage of 
Day One. A faultless drive to the fi nish 
line saw the factory Peugeot pairing 
top the hard-charging Fiat Abarth 
factory crews, as Andreucci/Andreussi 
demonstrated their mighty pace on 
asphalt.
 Giandomenico Basso and Mittia 
Dotta (Fiat Abarth Grande Punto S2000), 
the second of the factory Abarth entries, 
was lying 04,7sec behind the leaders 
until SS11 when they were slowed by 
two punctures to drop from second to 
fi fth overall.
 Luca Rossetti, an IRC regular 
in 2009 and a challenger for the title 
in 2008, has now signed with the Fiat 
Abarth team to fi ght for success in the 
European Rally Championship and in the 
Italian Rally Championship. Rossetti will 
be a driver to watch this season…
 Privateer Renato Travaglia 
impressed all with his pace in his new 
car. The Italian set the pace in four of 
the seven stages on Day Two, building 
confi dence with every stage completed.
 Elwis Chentre (Peugeot 207 
S2000) fi nished in fourth place overall 
after his debut in his S2000 machine. 
The local driver, who is competing for 
the Vieffecorse team, is quick on asphalt 
stages and will be exciting to follow on 
gravel stages later this season.
 Alessandro Perico (Peugeot 207 
S2000) and Rudy Michelini (Peugeot 207 
S2000) were pushed to the fi nish line 
by Luca Betti (Peugeot 207 S2000) with 
former ERC Champion Corrado Fontana 
(also piloting a Peugeot 207 S2000 for 
2010) fi nishing in ninth place. Skoda 
factory driver and Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge series competitor Jan Kopecky 
and co-driver Petr Stary (Skoda Fabia 
S2000) rounded out the top ten after an 

eventful rally weekend.
 A number of big name crews 
failed to fi nish the event. The unluckiest 
of the retirees has to be Piero Longhi 
who suffered two punctures and was 
time-barred from the event on Day Two. 
Franco Cunico and Marco Signor both 
crashed out of the rally, as did Eddie 
Sciessere in his new Ford Fiesta S2000). 
Tobia Cavallini retired after he suffered 
no less than seven frustrating punctures. 
 Interestingly, Formula One 
driver Robert Kubica (Renault Clio 
S1600) fi nished 39th overall and sixth in 
Class A6.
 The European Rally 
Championship heads to Croatia for 
Round Two next month (14 – 16 May). 
This technical rally always offers up 
thrilling action.

ERC: RALLY 1000 MIGLIA
23 - 25 April 2010
It was Peugeot Italia’s factory team of Paolo 
Andreucci and Anna Andreussi (Peugeot 207 
S2000) who climbed onto the top step of the 
podium this weekend in the 34th edition of the 
Rally 1000 Miglia.

HIGH-SPEED THRILLS OPEN 2010 ERC

Story by Evan Rothman

Final Classifi cation:
01) P. Andreucci/A. Andreussi  –  02hr 58m 38,6s
02) L. Rossetti/M. Chiarcossi +                45,0s
03) R. Travaglia/L. Granai +         01m 43,9s
04) E. Chentre/E. Pogliano +         03m 30,2s
05) G. Basso/M. Dotta  +         03m 46,9s
06) A. Perico/F. Carrara  +         04m 55,8s
07) R. Michelini/C. Biondi  +         05m 33,7s
08) L. Betti/P. Scalvini   +         06m 09,0s
09) C. Fontana/R. Casazza  +         06m 26,2s
10) J. Kopecky/P. Stary  +         06m 39,9s

Co-Drivers’ Standings:
01) Matteo Chiarcossi   - 37 pts
02) Lorenzo Granai  - 26 pts
03) Mitia Dotta  - 22 pts
04) Fabrizio Carrara  - 17 pts
05) Petr Stary  - 13 pts
06) Emanuele Inglesi  - 09 pts
07) Jan Skaloud  - 07 pts
08) Andrzej Obrewoski  - 04 pts
09) Pavel Kahout  - 02 pts
10) Lukasz Wronski  - 01 pt

Drivers’ Standings:
01) Luca Rossetti   - 37 pts
02) Renato Travaglia   - 26 pts
03) Elwis Chentre  - 20 pts
04) Giandomenico Basso  - 19 pts
05) Alessandro Perico  - 12 pts
06) Luca Betti  - 09 pts
07) Corrado Fontana  - 07 pts
08) Jan Kopecky  - 04 pts
09) Matteo Gamba  - 02 pts
10) Antonin Tlustak  - 01 pt

Just when Alister McRae thought victory 
was well within reach, disaster struck to 
leave him wondering why fate had been 
so unkind to him in the Malaysian Rally 
2010.
 The 39-year old Scotsman and 
his co-driver Bill Hayes had gone into 
the fi nal round of the Malaysian Rally on 
Sunday as the overnight leader and had 
a good 27s lead over the second placed 
Japan’s Katsu Taguchi and Mark Stacey 
in a Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X.
 But then the inevitable 
happened: a nasty bump at the end 
of SS10, with six more to go, left 
his Proton Satria Neo S2000 with a 
damaged radiator and he was forced 
into an early retirement. Taguchi never 
looked back as he seized the opportunity 
to coast home to victory in a total time 
of 03h 19m 07,7s over the 589km race.
 In fact, there was no happy 
ending for the Proton R3 team after 
all. Things were looking up for them 
until Alister’s mishap and the problems 
suffered by their other entrant, Chris 
Atkinson and Stephane Prevot with their 
electrical failure to their car.
 India’s Guarav Gill and partner 
Glen Macneall of New Zealand, also in a 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X, came in 
second with 15s behind the winner. Still 
their combined effort of a 1-2 fi nish did 
their team, MRF Tyres, proud.
 Coming in third was Indonesia’s 
Rifat Sungkar in a Subaru Impreza 
WRX with Malaysia’s Muhammad 
Rafi q Udhaya also in a similar vehicle, 
fi nishing fourth.
 For Muhammad Rafi q, fi nishing 
fourth among the international cast 
has given him tremendous satisfaction. 
Rafi q’s achievement had overshadowed 
that of the local favourite Karamjit 
Singh and his desire to win his 11th 
All-Malaysian Rally title. But endless 
problems to his eight year old Mitsubishi 
Evo VIII, has put paid to his hopes. At 
least in Kota Tinggi.

Story by www.fi aaprc.com

APRC: MALAYSIA
23 - 25 April 2010
The Asia-Pacifi c Rally 
Championship kicked 
off in Malaysia to 
great fanfare, and 
provided thrilling rally 
action throughout the 
weekend.

TOUGH TIMES

Final Classifi cation:
01) K. Taguchi/M. Stacey  -   03h 19m 07,7s
02) G. Gill/G. Macneal   +         01m 24,1s
03) R. Sungkar/S. Beckwith +         26m 58,6s
04) C. Atkinson/S. Prevot +         46m 32,7s



EVENTS

Uganda hosts the third round of 
the African Rally Championship this 
weekend, bringing more exciting rally 
action to East Africa. The Pearl of Africa, 
as baptized by Winston Churchill when 
he visited the country, bears the name of 
this event.
 The 2010 edition of this event 
will be contested over three days, from 
Friday 30 April to Sunday 02 May, and 
is staged from the central to northern 
parts of the country. The total distance 
of the rally will be 700km of which 
230km will be competitive. The rally 
was previously held in September, but 
has now been moved to April to better, 
which is closer to other East African 
events and to simplify logistics for the 
competitors. A total of 20 stages will 
test crews and machines alike. This 
gravel rally starts with a Ceremonial 
Start, followed immediately by the fi rst 
Spectator SuperSpecial Stage. This stage 
is 4,6km in length and will fi nish at the 
Royal Lubiri Grounds, and will be re-run 
later in the day. This venue has attracted 
over 50 000 rally fans in previous years! 
Day Two sees competitors head to the 
northern parts of the country, to the 
north of Kampala. All-new stages will be 
held in the “Luwero Triangle.” The fi nal 
day of the rally is held in the “Luwero 
Triangle”, for more high-speed action.
 Motorsport in Uganda took off 
in the 1950s when Kenya, Uganda and 
Tanzania jointly ran the East African 
Safari Rally. In 1969 history was made 
when the fi rst African team completed 
this event. It was Ugandan privateer 
Sospeter Munyegera, who competed 
in a showroom-standard Saab. The 
Saab works teams who had all retired 
from the rally that year joined the rest 
of the motorsport world to watch in 
amazement as Munvegera crossed the 
fi nish line. Shekhar Mehta, who drove 
to fi ve Safari Rally victories in his rally 
career, hailed from Uganda and provided 
stiff competition to rivals on the Pearl 
of Africa Uganda Rally. He later went 
on to become Vice President of the 
FIA until his untimely death in 2006.
Satwant Singh, now a Zambian but born 
in Uganda, has won the African Rally 
Championship title an unprecedented 
eight times, while Charles Muhangi and 
S. Byaruhanga won the ARC title in 1999 
to become the fi rst black Africans to do 
so. It will be, as is expected from African 
Rally Championship events, a tough 
event for all crews and teams in Uganda 
this weekend.

Story by Evan Rothman

ARC: UGANDA
30 April - 02 May 2010
Pearl of Africa Rally 
Uganda kicks off this 
weekend, and ARC 
comeptitors are in for a 
treat this season.

PEARLS IN AFRICA

Three different drivers have lifted the 
winner’s trophy this season, and from 
what has been seen in the last round it 
is likely that a fourth name will be added 
to that list this weekend.
 The Isla Canarias Rally is a 
fi rm favourite on the Spanish Rally 
Championship calendar, this is the 
fi rst time the event will form part of 
the IRC calendar. Despite being a late 
additionto the schedule after Spain’s 
intended IRC event, the Rally Principe 
de Asturias, ran into fi nancial diffi culties, 
this rally is highly-regarded for its strong 
organisation.
 An asphalt event, the stages 
are set on roads that are narrow and 
fast, but the asphalt is highly-abrasive 
as it is partly constructed from a 
volcanic lava. This means that grip 
levels are high and in the event of rain 
the grip levels will remain constant and 
predictable although tyre wear wil be at 
a premium.
 The stages are frequently 
climbing and descending, and crews 
have to pay close attention to the speed 
they carry and their line choice, and this 
will be heavily reliant upon a precise car-
setup and pacenote preparation.

 Unlike the majority of asphalt 
events in mainland Europe, the nature 
of the roads on Gran Canaria means 
corner-cutting is far less prevalent. 
Because less gravel is being dragged 
onto the stages, road position is less of 
a factor than on other asphalt events, 
when running further down the order 
can prove to be a disadvantage. The 
likelihood of punctures is also lessened. 
 Day One’s morning’s stages are 
located west of the permanent service 
park in Las Palmas, Gran Canaria’s 
capital, with the late afternoon tests 
taking place in the south. Day Two’s 
action uses some of Day One’s stages, 
albeit run in reverse.  
 Located approximately 100 
kilometres off the Moroccan coast, the 
Canary Islands enjoy warm, sunny 
weather. Although cloudy patches are 
being forecast in the build-up to the 
rally, rain is not expected.
 An entry list boasting 60 top 
European and South American crews 
will tackle the 15-stage rally run over a 
total of 670,39km (of which 221,59km is 
competitive distance).
 Read Martin Brady’s exclusive 
Isla Canarias Rally preview for readers of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS on page ??.

IRC: ISLA CANARIAS RALLY
29 April - 02 May 2010
This week’s Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
series heads to Europe after its double-header in 
South America last month. Competitors will tackle 
the sweeping stages set out on the Canary Islands 
for the IRC Isla Canarias Rally.

NEW WINNER NUMBER 4 IN IRC?

Story by Evan Rothman




