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Welcome to issue 131 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!
 Inside this week, HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS is pleased to bring you 
a fantastic competition presented by 
Veloce Publishing. You stand a chance 
to win a great rally book and readers of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will enjoy a 
special discount of 25% off Veloce Books. 
More details are to be found on page 21.
 As always, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman
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RICHARD BURNS FOUNDATION 
LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE
The all-new website for the Richard Burns Foundation is now 
online at www.richardburnsfoundation.com.
 The new site contains full details about the work of 
the Foundation - set up in honour of the 2001 World Rally 
Champion - its objectives for the future, and information about 
how to get involved.
 There is also a blog from the recently-appointed 
Patron of the Richard Burns Foundation, Marcus Gronholm, 
and case studies detailing some of the people that the Richard 
Burns Foundation has helped, as well as a calendar announcing 
forthcoming events.
 Other features include a gallery and a section called 
‘your stories’ - where you can write in with details of fund-
raising projects or challenges in aid of the Richard Burns 
Foundation.
 Whether you were a fan of Richard, worked with him, 
or just want to help, there is something in the site to inspire 
everybody.
- Credit: ww.rallybuzz.com

WRC STARS BOOST RALLY OF 
QUEENSLAND’S ATTRACTION
Boosted by the entry of World Rally stars including Chris 
Atkinson and Alister McRae, the International Rally of 
Queensland is seeking a naming sponsor for what promises to 
be its most spectacular event yet.
 As round four of the 2010 FIA Asia-Pacifi c Rally 
Championship, the International Rally of Queensland on 30 July 
– 1 August will be Australia’s biggest championship rally of the 
year and, after the Formula 1 Qantas Australian Grand Prix, the 
only other Australian round of an FIA championship.
 Organisers have launched a search for a naming rights 
sponsor, plus sponsors and partners at other levels. It also is 
offering corporate entertainment packages at two venues.
 The rally already has signed substantial three-year 
agreements with the Queensland Events Regional Development 
Program and the Sunshine Coast Regional Council.
 It will be based on the Sunshine Coast north of 
Brisbane and, in addition to thousands of spectators, is 
expected to draw more than 1000 team members, media, 
offi cials and supporters from overseas and throughout Australia 
for up to a week. 
 Dedicated television coverage will be broadcast in 
Australia on Network Ten and ONE HD and internationally to 
more than 55 countries, including China, Malaysia, Singapore 
Hong Kong, Indonesia and across Europe.
 Rallying is the second most popular international 
motor sport after Formula 1. Its following here has surged 
since the World Rally Championship Repco Rally Australia round 
in northern New South Wales last September.
 Last month the International Rally of Queensland 
received a further boost when car maker Proton signed 
Atkinson and McRae to drive for its crack new “works” team 
in the FIA Asia-Pacifi c Rally Championship, in which the 
International Rally of Queensland features alongside events 
in Japan, China, Malaysia, Indonesia, New Caledonia and New 
Zealand.
 With more than 140 World Rally Championship starts 
between them Gold Coast-based Atkinson, formerly with 
the Subaru World Rally Team, and Perth-based Scot McRae, 
formerly with Mitsubishi Ralliart, are the highest-profi le squad 
to tackle the regional championship in several years.
 “Having Chris Atkinson and Alister McRae in the 

Jamie Whyte/Phil Archenoul win 
Pearl of Africa Uganda Rally
Defending FIA African Rally Champions Jamie Whyte and Phil 
Archenoul have fi rmly placed their hands on the title trophy 
with their third consecutive maximum points haul when 
the Zimbabweans powered their Subaru Impreza N10 to a 

NEWS

FIA Asia Pacifi c Rally Championship has already created 
tremendous extra media interest in the International Rally of 
Queensland,” Event Director Errol Bailey said.
 “These two drivers plus other current APRC 
competitors like Guarav Gill from India and former champion 
Katsu Taguchi from Japan are bona fi de world-level rally stars 
and in the absence of an Australian WRC round this year, 
Queensland will be the only place fans will be able to see them 
in action.
 “Many of those fans, media, supporters, sponsors 
and suppliers who can’t attend will be following the drivers’ 
progress via our live results service from around the world.
 “The high profi le of this year’s International Rally of 
Queensland, the security of government backing and the fact 
the event has guaranteed, dedicated national and international 
TV coverage make our sponsorship, partnership and corporate 
hospitality packages extremely attractive.
 “There’s a worthwhile opportunity for every business, 
from local to global.”
 International Rally of Queensland is expected to 
attract around 70 cars and crews contesting the FIA APRC 
round, plus rounds of the Australian Rally Championship and 
Queensland Rally Championship and a special section for the 
crowd-pleasing classic rally cars such as the Ford Escort BDA.
 Event headquarters will be at the SurfAir at Marcoola 
Beach resort.
 The rally will start on Friday night with a spectator-
friendly Super Special Stage under lights at Caloundra, 
followed on Saturday by a breakfast-time “pit stop” in the 
hinterland town of Kenilworth before cars tackle the serious 
gravel Special Stages from the main Service Park in Imbil, in 
the Mary Valley.
 A further stop and a chance for the public to see the 
cars and drivers is being planned for the return leg from Imbil 
to SurfAir resort on Saturday. The rally fi nishes on Sunday.
 Corporate hospitality facilities will be available at the 
Caloundra Super Special Stage on Friday night and the Imbil 
Spectator Park and Service Park on Saturday and Sunday.
 Sponsorship and hospitality information, including 
contacts, is available on the event website, 
www.rallyqueensland.com.au.
 The International Rally of Queensland is benefi ting 
from Signifi cant Regional Event Scheme (SRES) funding 
under the Queensland  Events Regional Development Program 
(QERDP).
 The QERDP is an investment program designed to 
extend the fl ow of economic and social benefi ts of events to 
regional Queensland. The SRES celebrates and supports those 
events that have a particularly strong track record of growth 
and economic success for their region.
  A state-wide initiative, the program is committed to 
enhancing existing events in regional Queensland, as well as 
assisting in the establishment of new events.
  Since the QERDP began in 2001, more than $13.6 
million has been invested in 645 regional events, an indicator 
of the important role these events play in their communities 
and wider Queensland.
 IROQ also is supported by the Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council.
- Credit: www. rallyqueensland.com.au



LATVALA SETS THE PACE IN WRC 
RALLY NEW ZEALAND SHAKEDOWN

THIS WEEK’S SPECTACULAR RALLY 
VIDEOS ON YOUTUBE

dominant victory on the recent Pearl of Africa Uganda Rally!
 The Zimbabwean pairing were only briefl y led by title 
rival Jas Mangat, who was fastest around the two super special 
stages on Friday 30 April 2010. Once the rally proper was 
underway the reigning champions were able to pull out a lead 
that they would hold towards the end, eventually returning to 
Kampala on Sunday afternoon with a winning margin of almost 
three minutes!
 Jamie Whyte: “Last years event was tragically cut 
short but I’m pleased to have completed the full distance this 
year. Once again our success has highlighted that this is a 
team sport as my service crew deserve a lot of credit – my 
Impreza was fantastic this weekend!”
 With the championship now reaching the half way 
point Whyte and Archenoul hold a commanding lead and can 
afford to focus on points but one thing is for sure with all 
rallying in Africa, nothing can be taken for granted and Whyte 
will be conscious of this when the action resumes in Rwanda 
on 4 June.

01) Whyte/Archenoul Subaru Impreza – 02h 03m 44s
02) Lwakataka/Nsubuga Subaru Impreza – 02h 06m 25s
03) Sebuguzki/Buzabo Mitsubishi Lancer Evo – 02h 06m 32s
 For more on the championship please visit www.
africanrallychampionship.com
- Credit: Geoff Mayes Media

Finn Jari-Matti Latvala was the fastest driver at the pre-event 
shakedown for Rally New Zealand earlier on Thursday, with 
defending World Rally Champion Sebastien Loeb his closest 
rival, reported www.wrc.com.
 The four-hour test took place on a 1,5km asphalt road 
in the Auckland Domain - a park nestled in the centre of the 
city. The same section will be driven competitively on Friday as 
SS9. Weather conditions were dry and sunny throughout with 
a temperature peaking at 16 degrees Celsius.
 With the vast majority of the rally based on gravel 
roads, the sealed-surface Shakedown was of limited value as a 
set-up exercise, but was an unusual opportunity for the drivers 
to recce a rally stage at competitive speed.
 “I was determined to set the fastest time because 
in the past on this surface I’ve lost out to the pace of the 
Citroens,” said Ford Focus driver Latvala, who posted his best 
time on his sixth run. “We struggled on the asphalt Super 
Special in Australia last year but now I think we’ve found a set-
up which gives us an edge.”
 Loeb set his best time - which was two-tenths slower 
than Latvala’s - on his fourth and fi nal pass. “It wasn’t a 
diffi cult Shakedown but we weren’t able to get much of a 
feeling for the event on it,” said the Frenchman. “Normally 
Shakedown gives us a fi nal chance to adjust the set-up, but 
with no pre-event test we haven’t been able to do anything 
much. It should be okay though, we’re not changing the set-up 
too much from rally to rally.”
 After a ceremonial start in the Auckland this evening, 
the opening stage of the rally, the 11.09km Waipu Gorge, gets 
underway at 0903hrs on Friday. Follow this link to fi nd out how 
to follow the rally LIVE and FREE on wrc.com.

Here are the Shakedown times of the WRC drivers:
01) Latvala - Ford Focus RS WRC 09 - 01m 07,3s
02) Loeb - Citroen C4 WRC - 01m 07,5s

NEWS

This week’s favourite rally videos to drool over....

Daniel Barry and Martin Brady (Barry Motorsport) tackle SS1 of 
the IRC Isla Canarias. Here is the YouTube Video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWqkua4yK1Q&feature=c
hannel

Petter Solberg and Phil Mills on test in New Zealand earlier this 
week. Here Petter shows how to park your car!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KtJRqjpIH8&playnext_
from=TL&videos=xqmCFihq3n0

And, because this is such a committed moment from one of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS’ favourite drivers: Evgeniy Novikov 
gets airborne in Rally Finland in breath-taking fashion...
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQj7zyLtHog&NR=1

More videos next week! Please send me your favourite 
YouTube rally video links to evan.hhmag@gmail.com.

03) Hirvonen - Ford Focus RS WRC 09 - 01m 07,6s
04) P. Solberg - Citroen C4 WRC - 01m 07,7s
=05) Sordo - Citroen C4 WRC - 01m 07,8s
=05) H.Solberg - Ford Focus RS WRC 08 - 01m 07,8s
07) Ogier - Citroen C4 WRC - 01m 08,3s
=08) Villagra - Ford Focus RS WRC 08 - 01m 08,5s
=08) Wilson - Ford Focus RS WRC 08 - 01m 08,5s
Full reports, videos, photos and more on www.wrc.com
- Credit: www.wrc.com
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The third edition of the most gruelling 
challenge in worldwide motorsport to be 
held in Argentina and Chile will offer the 
entrants more varied desert sections, 
quicker gravel stretches and twistier 
mountain passes than ever before. 
 Volkswagen had decided each of 
the two past Dakar Rally events in South 
America in January 2009 and 2010 with 
the Race Touareg in its favour and is 
thus the only automobile manufacturer 
to have won the legendary desert rally 
with diesel technology. 
 In January 2011 Volkswagen 
will tackle “mission hat-trick” setting 
its sights on the big aim of clinching 
the third consecutive “Dakar” victory. 
In Paris, the organiser, A.S.O. (Amaury 
Sport Organisation), has now presented 
the route that is awaiting title holders 
Carlos Sainz/Lucas Cruz (2010), Giniel 
de Villiers/Dirk von Zitzewitz (2009) and 
company.
 “We welcome the new route 
of which we’ve now gotten a fi rst 
foretaste,” says Volkswagen Motorsport 
Director Kris Nissen. “There are 
two ‘Dakar´ principles: expect the 
unexpected and the next one is always 
the toughest ‘Dakar´. In view of even 
more demanding sand passages in the 
Atacama desert and a route that leads 
even farther towards the north into so 
far unknown regions the A.S.O. as the 
organiser of the Dakar Rally has more 
than stuck to its principles in this respect 
for the 2011 event again. Our biggest 
rival continues to be the Dakar Rally 
itself, but we shouldn’t underestimate 
our sporting rivals either.”
 Far into the sandy depths of the 
Atacama desert, at high speed through 

“La Pampa” and all the way up to the 
borders of Bolivia and Peru: the 2011 
“Dakar” route again delivers its typical 
superlatives. In 2011 the contenders 
will be in for a new adventure of even 
more varied desert passages. Besides 
featuring new classics like the white 
dunes of Fiambalá, the route scheduled 
before the only rest day will run up to 
the Peruvian border of Chile to the town 
of Arica and thus into 
a totally new type of 
desert for the fi rst 
time.
 But before, 
the rally’s start in 
Argentina’s metropolis 
Buenos Aires with 
built-in goose bump 
guarantee will be 
on the agenda. In 2009 and 2010 the 
ceremonial start marked one of many 
emotional highlights. The fi rst special 
stage of the 2011 Dakar Rally will take 
place on 02 January 2011 between 
Victoria and Cordoba and feature 
somewhat well-known terrain for those 
who contested the event in previous 
years. Immediately afterwards, though, 
the ‘Dakar’ will enter new off-road 
territory.
 Through the mountain ranges 
and plateaus of the Sierras Pampeanas 
the route will lead via San Miguel de 
Tucumán to San Salvador de Jujuy - to 
new stage destinations and high up to 
the Argentine-Bolivian border. Along 
the Paso de Jama the rally armada will 
cross the Andes into Chile. Calama and 
Iquique which has been known as a 
‘Dakar’ component from 2010 - with 
its breathtaking arrival at the fi nish - 
form the fi nal two stations before Arica 
which marks the northernmost point of 
all three ‘Dakars’ held in Argentina and 

Chile so far.
 Not until after the only rest 
day in Arica on 8 January 2011 will 
the competitive stages in the north 
of Argentina and Chiles be followed 
by familiar terrain and previously 
known towns at the end of the stages: 
Antofagasta and Copiapó mark the end 
of the legs in Chile. After the crossing 
of the San Francisco pass in the Andes 

back to Argentina 
Fiambalá, 
San Juan and 
Córdoba will be 
further towns 
at the end of 
the stages until, 
ultimately, on 
15 January 2011 
between Cordoba 

and Buenos Aires the 2011 ‘Dakar’ 
winner will be determined and cheered 
by an emotional crowd on arriving in the 
metropolis with a population of three 
million.
 The route which is more 
demanding than before in view of the 
totally new types of terrains it features 
is welcomed by the current ‘Dakar’ title 
holder. “Winning the Dakar Rally one day 
has always been a big dream of mine 
which came true last January after an 
extremely tough battle,” says Carlos 
Sainz who together with his Spanish 
compatriot Lucas Cruz clinched victory in 
front of his Volkswagen team colleagues 
Nasser Al-Attiyah/Timo Gottschalk and 
Mark Miller/Ralph Pitchford with the 
smallest lead of all time and - together 
with them - secured a historic one-two-
three victory for Volkswagen. “Success 
always makes one even hungrier for 
success. That’s why, in view of the new 
and promising route, I’m looking forward 
to returning in January 2011.”

The legendary pampas, the Atacama desert and 
the dizzying altitudes in the Andes: title defender 
Volkswagen sees itself confronted with an even 
tougher route of the Dakar Rally in January 2011. 

TOUGHER STAGES FOR DAKAR 2011

Story by Staff Writer
Pictures by Volkswagen Motorsport

“Success always 
makes one even 
hungrier for 
success.”
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Leeroy Poulter - in only his third ever 
rally - and co-driver Henry Dearlove 
were faced with thick mist, as well as 
wet and muddy roads when the Sasol 
Rally 2010 got underway in Sabie and 
Graskop last weekend.
 The Class A6 Randburg 
Raceway/Ferodo Toyota RunX pair 
set about giving their competitors a 
masterclass in driving and navigating 
techniques, for Poulter, in spite of 
not able to see very much, took an 
immediate lead that he held to the 
fi nish, taking 17,9sec in the fi rst stage 
alone.
 An added bonus was that the 
class A6  the Randburg Raceway/Ferodo 
Toyota RunX  car fi nished an incredible 
8th overall and was the fi rst front 
wheel drive car home, fi nishing ahead 
of the more powerful Class A7 and N4 
machines.
 “It was a bit unnerving”, said 
Poulter. “Henry would call a left three 
and I couldn’t see more than 30 metres 
in front of the car, but I had to drive as if 
it was there and hope I wasn’t driving off 
the mountain!”
 “I hoped it was the right call”, 
quipped Dearlove. “Leeroy showed 
amazing commitment in the car.”
 There were a few moments 
along the way including a puncture in 

stage four, which didn’t cost much time 
so they still managed win the stage 
by 13sec, one of nine out of 16 stages 
where they set the fastest Class A6 time.
 Saturday brought more drama 
for the team; in SS11, the rear axle 
broke, yet they still managed a time 
24sec faster than their rivals. The Race 
Prep team quickly had the unit welded 
up and sent the crew back into the fray.
 In SS14, a rock split the left 
rear rim, costing the crew 16,5sec.
 “The grip was very inconsistent” 
reported Poulter. “It ranged from good 
to none. The route is very hard on a 
car with all the jumps and so on. I have 
to give Tjaart [Conradie] his due – he 
kept us honest. After our axle problem, 
I backed off over the jumps and had 
to go harder in the corners.  I’m told 
just fi nishing the Sasol Rally is quite an 
achievement.”
 Race Prep Team Manager Rod 
Hering said: “It’s a fantastic result for 
Leeroy and the team, and vindicates 
the faith we’ve placed in him. It was a 
brilliant drive in diffi cult circumstances 
and he never put a wheel wrong all 
weekend.”
 The next outing for the 
Randburg Raceway/Ferodo Toyota RunX 
is the Rally of South Africa on 28 and 29 
May.

Leeroy Poulter - in only his third ever rally - and 
co-driver Henry Dearlove were faced with thick 
mist, as well as wet and muddy roads when the 
Sasol Rally 2010 got underway in Sabie and 
Graskop last weekend.

POULTER MASTERS MIST AND MUD

Story by Staff Writer
Pictures by Motorpics

Sasol Rally 2010 TV Broadcasts:
08 May: 12:50 - 13:50 (SuperSport Six)
11 May: 00:00 - 01:00 (SuperSport Five)
11 May: 13:00 - 14:00 (SuperSport Two)
17 May: 18:15 - 19:15 (SuperSport Six)
19 May: 07:30 - 08:30 (SuperSport M-NET)
19 May: 07:30 - 08:30 (SuperSport Two)
22 May: 10:00 - 11:00 (SuperSport Two)
25 May: 13:00 - 14:00 (SuperSport Six)
29 May: 07:50 - 08:50 (SuperSport Five)

08 May: 12:50 - 13:50 (SuperSport Six Africa)
11 May: 00:00 - 01:00 (SuperSport Five Africa)
11 May: 13:00 - 14:00 (SuperSport Two Africa)
17 May: 18:15 - 19:15 (SuperSport Six Africa)
19 May: 07:30 - 08:30 (SuperSport Two Africa)
22 May: 10:00 - 11:00 (SuperSport Two Africa)
25 May: 13:00 - 14:00 (SuperSport Six Africa)
29 May: 07:50 - 08:50 (SuperSport Five Africa)

Final Classifi cation:
01) E. Kuun/G. Hodgson  -   01h 48m 04,4s
02) J. Gemmell/P. Archenoul  +                30,5s
03) J. Habig/R. Pitchford  +                48,7s
04) M. Cronje/R. Paisley +         02m 13,3s
05) H. Lategan/J. Van Der Merwe  +         03m 40,2s
06) J-P. Damseaux/C. Swan  +         03m 53,1s
07) F. Rueda/D. Lewkowicz  +         08m 09,6s
08) L. Poulter/H. Dearlove  +         15m 09,1s
09) T. Conradie/T. Rabe  +         16m 22,1s
10) J. Stassen/D. Stassen  +         20m 34,2s

“[This] pair 
set about 
giving their 
competitors a 
masterclass in 
driving and 
navigating...”
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The Rally of Turkey marked the start of 
the 2010 Pirelli Star Driver programme, 
the second season of this highly 
regarded initiative. This scheme is 
designed to offer the most talented and 
promising young drivers from around the 
world, who compete in the FIA Regional 
Championships, the opportunity to rally 
at the highest level of this sport - World 
Rally Championship.
 Based near Istanbul on 15 – 18 
April, the Rally of Turkey, the Pirelli Star 
Driver crews held offi cial presentation 
the day before the event’s start at the 
Service Park in Pendik. Members of the 
assembled media were invited to meet 
Morrie Chandler (President of the FIA 
World Rally Championship Commission), 
Paul Hembery (Motorsport Director of 
Pirelli) and the fi ve Pirelli Star Driver 
crews: Nick Georgiou/Joseph Matar 
(selected from the FIA Middle East 
Rally Championship), Peter Horsey/
Moses Matovu (from the FIA African 
Rally Championship), Hayden Paddon/
John Kennard (who were selected from 
the WRC Rally Australia last year), 
Alex Raschi/Rudy Pollet and Ott Tanak/
Kuldar Sikk (both these crews were 
selected from the FIA European Rally 
Championship’s Shoot Out in Freistadt, 

Austria last September). These fi ve 
crews will compete on six rounds of the 
2010 FIA World Rally Championship in 
identical Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution Xs – 
all are Group N all-wheel-drive machines 
built and maintained by Ralliart Italia.
 For the Pirelli Star Driver crews, 
the Rally of Turkey was a demanding 
challenge. Hayden Paddon was the 
highest fi nisher of the fi ve crews, but his 
event was from pleasant. He fell out of 
the rally on Day One and made a return 
on Day Two under SupeRally regulations. 
Three other drivers retired on Day One 
too: Alex Raschi, Nick Georgiou and 
Peter Horsey. Unfortunately, Horsey’s 
rally car was destroyed in a fi re in SS2.
 Ott Tanak survived the opening 
day’s stages, and displayed impressive 
driving skills throughout the event 
but was caught out on SS20 to roll his 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X out of the 
rally.
 Paddon and Raschi made 
a strong return to the rally on Day 
Two, and were chasing after Tanak 
and the other Production World Rally 
Championship entries. Paddon and 
Raschi stormed to the fi nish line on 
Day Three, pleased with their efforts in 
Turkey. Georgiou’s luck turned for the 
better on Day Two and Three, and he 
used the remaining stages of the event 
to familiarize himself with the car. He 

World Rally Championship photographer and 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS contributor EVA 
KOVKOVA met the Pirelli Star Drivers in Turkey. 
Here is her EXCLUSIVE report.

MEETING THE STARS

Story by Eva Kovkova
Pictures by Eva Kovkova

FEATURESFEATURES

The crews:
Car 36: 
N. Georgiou (27, Lebanon)/J. Matar, (41, Lebanon)

Car 37: 
P. Horsey (27, Kenya)/M. Matovu (37, Uganda)

Car 38: 
H. Paddon (23, New Zealand)/J. Kennard (51, New 
Zealand)

Car 39: 
A. Raschi (22, San Marino)/R. Pollet (32, Italy)

Car 40: 
O. Tanak (22, Estonia)/K. Sikk (30, Estonia)

The Pirelli Star Driver World Rally 
Championship events:
01) Rally of Turkey (15 - 18 April)
02) Rally de Portugal (27 - 30 May)
03) Rally Finland (29 - 31 July)
04) ADAC Rally Deutschland (19 - 22 August)
05) Rallye de France (01 - 03 October)
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was pleased with his performance in 
Turkey.
 After the Rally of Turkey, I 
asked the drivers and co-drivers a few 
questions. The fi rst was: What are the 
most vivid impressions of Turkey that 
remain with you, except the belly-
dancing girls from the Bosphorus boat 
trip? The second question was: What 
was the toughest aspect of the Rally of 
Turkey for you, apart from the diffi culty 
of fi nding your way home during the 
European fl ight ban?
 Peter Horsey 
answered: “From the 
whole experience we 
learnt a lot in the 
way a World Rally 
Championship event 
is run, and I think 
this will help us on 
future rounds. Also, 
working with a large 
and experienced team such as Ralliart 
Italia was both very interesting and 
invaluable. Unfortunately, with so little 
competitive mileage we weren’t able to 
produce stage times that we could use 
to compare ourselves with other drivers. 
It did, however, give us the opportunity 
to spectate and witness our team-mates 
in action, and from what we saw the 
pace and driving styles were very good.
 “The toughest thing: Losing the 
opportunity for a lot of very valuable 
seat time from a silly error and bad luck 
was quite frustrating, as well as knowing 
we had let Ralliart Italy, Pirelli, and the 
FIA down.”
 Moses Matovu: “Impressions: 
The pleasant nature of the Turkish 
people (despite their international 
language barrier), Turkey’s cultural 
mixture, architecture and rich/healthy 
cuisine, the family atmosphere within 

the WRC especially amongst the 
privateers. The toughest part: Watching 
our car burn, despite attempts by 
ourselves and Car No.62 to extinguish 
the fi re.”
 Alex Raschi answered: “The 
most vivid impressions of Turkey 
that remain with me are the extreme 
conditions of road in SS, they were so 
rough... The toughest thing for me at 
the Rally of Turkey was the approach 
with the new Mitsubishi Evo X, because 
it was only the third time I have driven 

it.”
 The next 
event for the 
Pirelli Star 
Drivers will be 
the Vodafone 
Rally de Portugal 
(27 - 30 May), so 
my last question 
was: What are 

your expectations for the next rally in 
Portugal?
 Peter Horsey: “Because of the 
low mileage we achieved in Turkey, 
we will treat this event as test session 
where we’ll be getting used to the car. 
Fitness is a priority at the moment and 
I am looking forward to working with 
the team from Elite Sports Performance 
again to identify and rectify any fi tness-
related weaknesses. I am also working 
on techniques to improve concentration 
through the longer sections to ensure 
I don’t make any silly mistakes which 
could be costly.”
 Moses Matovu said: “Portugal – 
to gain more time and mileage!”
 Alex Raschi: “My expectation 
for the next rally in Portugal is to fi nish 
the race and to set some good times in 
SS.”

“Ott Tanak 
displayed 
impressive 
driving skills”

The results:
26) H. Paddon/J. Kennard - 04h 06m 27,1s 
(7th in Group N4)*

27) A. Raschi/R. Pollet - 04h 07m 23,4s 
(8th in Group N4)*

29) N. Georgiou/J. Matar - 04h 17m 00,6s 
(10th in Group N4)*

DNF:
O. Tanak/K Sikk - Accident SS20, retired.
P. Horsey/M. Matovu - Accident/fi re SS2, retired.
* Continued under SupeRally regulations
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Rally Islas Canarias was a brilliant event 
in a beautiful place with exceptionally 
enthusiastic fans. It had all the 
ingredients for a classic and enjoyable 
rally for us in the Barry Motorsport 
team, but unfortunately the mechanical 
gremlins thought otherwise, and it 
became an event to be endured rather 
than enjoyed!
 Our recce was tough. It was 
tough for everyone: the extreme heat 
and downhill sections making brakes 
overstressed and unreliable. You know 
it’s a hard recce when a veteran like 
Kris Meeke or Phil Pugh tell you it’s a 
punishing day’s work… Nevertheless, we 
were well prepared for the event. The 
shakedown went well; we didn’t push 
too hard and our stage time seemed 
encouraging; the car was working 
well, so we stopped after three passes 
of the shakedown stage rather than 
drive aimlessly on a setup that we felt 
couldn’t be improved. All was set for 
the ceremonial start which, as always in 
the IRC, is a great occasion of bringing 
the rally to the people, and the town 
centre was packed with enthusiastic and 
curious people and the service area was 
standing room only as fans thronged 
around to see the cars and seek 
autographs. 
 We began the next morning 

feeling ready for the smooth mountain 
roads. Our target was to bed in and feel 
the pace of the conventional N4 cars 
around us, such as the fast Spanish 
Rally Championship Evo Xs and an N15 
Subaru Impreza. SS1 was an 8km stage 
so that would give us a good feel if we 
were on the pace and if we needed to 
race harder on the longer stages of the 
day. We learned about 2km into SS1 just 
how much grip you have but how quickly 
it breaks traction when it does reach its 
limit: a big slide in fourth gear facing 
into a big drop was certainly enough to 
remind us the rally had started. All was 
well and we came to the fi nish only 9sec 
off the fastest local Evo driver and in 
17th fastest overall, happy that there 
was more to come. Sadly as we rolled up 
to the stop car Daniel said to me it feels 
like there is “no go” in the car it was to 
be ominous words as when we came to 
a stop at the control, spectators were 
pointing at the ground and the car was 
spitting out water onto the ground from 
the expansion tank. We were literally 
boiling and here our trouble was to 
begin. 
 I startled both Daniel and the 
rally radio reporter broadcasting live 
with him at the window when I grabbed 
Daniel’s arm and told him to drive 
quickly, that we had to get out of the 
control zone to get water into this car 
fast. So began the recurring theme of 
the weekend…

 Each stage we would begin 
with a normal water temperature, but 
immediately it would climb and even 
turning off the anti-lag system was not 
enough to cool the engine. So we began 
to run without the anti-lag turned on. 
This obviously made the car even more 
down on power, but we hoped it might 
limp us to service where we could let 
the crew try repair the problem that was 
blighting us. 
 We just couldn’t get going, 
it was like driving forward but 
looking behind you all the time. Once 
the problem starts, we both lose 
concentration as I am watching the 
gauges and trying to read the pacenotes 
at the same time while Daniel is having 
to back off and only drive half the speed 
he would normally while also watching 
temperature gauges and hoping the 
car is going to survive to the service. It 
makes it diffi cult to fi nd a rhythm under 
those circumstances.
 Hoping it was a mapping 
problem, the crew changed sensors and 
programmed a new map into the car in 
the fi rst service after three stages and 
we left service cautiously optimistic, 
but it was not to be the problem was 
there just as bad as ever and water 
temperature was rising to a critical 120 
degrees. We doubted the engine could 
last much longer, but Daniel was driving 
his heart out in a car with no boost and 
no power as we hoped to get to service 

The saying goes “There will be days like this,” so I 
guess there is bound to be rallies like this. MARTIN 
BRADY writes exclusively for HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS on his tough weekend in Gran Canarias.

BARRY’S CANARIAS SONG FULL OF WOE

Story by Martin Brady
Pictures by www.ircseries.com; Supplied
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again for another chance to fi nd and 
repair the problem. Still, it wasn’t the 
worst hard luck story of the day. We 
came to the end of SS5 only to see our 
fellow Lancer competitor Perez stopped 
at the fl ying fi nish with his pristine Evo 
X gripped in the ravages of fi re. We 
all stood helplessly as the car literally 
disappeared before our eyes.
 A big effort in the next twenty 
minute service from our crew of 
mechanics Stevie, Martin and Richard, 
aided by everyone else in the team, 
saw them change anything they could 
in the time available starting with the 
radiator, but still their valiant efforts 
brought no solution. Disheartened we 
tackled the fi nal three stages of the day 
as best we could in an ailing and boiling 
car. By now it 
was becoming 
a testament to 
the strength of 
the car that it 
had managed 
to complete so 
many stages in 
such poor form 
and still be able 
to complete more, albeit slowly. By now 
we had tumbled down the leaderboard 
so far that any overall result was gone 
and we now hoped for a miracle cure in 
the 45 minute end-of-leg service and a 
chance to set quick stage times on the 
fi nal day. Team Manager Danny Barry 
Snr said: “There is no such thing as 
problems in our team, only solutions. We 
have made a number of modifi cations 
to the car this evening, which we hope 
will sort out the problems. It would be 
nice if the lads got a chance to prove 
themselves on the second day.”
 Day Two dawned warm, and we 
left the hotel apprehensively hopeful the 
service crew had changed every possible 
sensor, sender, pipe and connection 

from the spare engine we had in the 
truck. They stopped short of an engine 
change, only because regulations 
wouldn’t allow it, but such was the work 
rate and dedication of the lads to fi xing 
our problem I think they most probably 
could have done it in 45 minutes if 
allowed.
 Predictably cruelly, the problem 
was as bad as ever as we tackled the 
fi rst of the fi nal six stages of the event. 
Now we were resolved to trying to 
fi nish and being loyal to our never-say-
die attitude in the team. Hard to stay 
motivated in the circumstances, but we 
had come a long, long way to this island 
and its brilliant stages and atmosphere 
and we wouldn’t let a hot and terminally 
bothered engine get the better of us. 

 The Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution 
IX was plagued 
throughout the 
last six stages 
with overheating 
problems in the 
increasingly soaring 
Canaria heat, by 
now forcing Daniel 

to resort to stopping mid-stage to allow 
the car to cool as well as continuing 
running with out the anti-lag system. 
 “It looks like it’s the head 
gasket that’s caused the problem; its 
the only thing we can’t change,” said 
the 25-year-old Daniel Barry. “I’m a bit 
gutted because we’re having to drive 
through the stages with no anti-lag, 
which on its own is costing us about a 
minute each time. We try to keep the 
car as cool as we can, and although it’s 
a bit soulless we can’t do much about 
it.” Daniel of course is known for his 
dogged determination, and refused to 
give up. “I just wont give up, it’s not in 
me,” he said. “We have come a long way, 
spent a lot of our own money and that of 

sponsors, so I owe it to them to do the 
best I can. It also makes sense to learn 
as much as I can while I’m here, and we 
have has such a good reception from the 
people of Canaria that I will keep going 
until the car stops.”
 Continual driving without 
the anti-lag system bought on further 
problems on the fi nal loop of three 
stages when the differential broke on the 
25km-long penultimate stage. The noise 
was awful from the rear diff; it would 
have been so easy to have called it a 
day after the weekend we had endured, 
but we were so close to the end we just 
had to keep on going. We dropped so 
much more time as now the car was 
in front-wheel drive only, but of course 
we pressed on and made it to the fi nish 
ramp. We were 14th IRC fi nisher, so we 
came away with something! 
 The reception at the fi nish 
ramp was something that lifted our 
spirits. The crowd seemed to know and 
appreciate how hard we had to strive 
just to reach there, and their cheers and 
applause were brilliant and we were very 
thankful for that. We hope to be back on 
the island again some day as we have 
unfi nished business on the stages, that’s 
for sure.
 Now as I type this we are home 
in Ireland and our truck and cars are 
somewhere on the journey back through 
mainland Europe. Already we are making 
plans to get ready for our next IRC 
round, which is Ypres Rally in June. We 
look forward to it and hope we can get a 
result in Belgium. Nothing would please 
me more to then come to the pages of 
this fi ne publication and tell you all about 
it! Until then, rally safe!

Martin Brady
Co-Driver
BarryMotorsport.com

“There is no such 
thing as problems 
in our team, only 
solutions.”
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In the second podium lock-out by Skoda 
in the Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
(IRC) to date, 
with factory 
Skoda team-
mates Juho 
Hanninen and 
Mikko Markkula 
claiming second 
place overall 
and Guy Wilks/Phil Pugh stepping onto 
the fi nal position on the podium.
 The Rally Isla Canarias was 
a tensely fought affair between the 
leading trio of Skodas and the Peugeot 

207 S2000 of Kris Meeke/Paul Nagle. 
Reigning IRC champions Meeke and 
Nagle were dominant on Day One, and 
Kopecky and Hanninen were left to play 
catch-up.

 Lady Luck 
deserted Meeke/
Nagle on the 
penultimate stage 
of Day One when 
they suffered a 
puncture that 
dropped them off 

the leader’s pace. It was fi ve kilometres 
into the 29,95km Ingenio stage, the 
longest of the event, that saw Meeke’s 
rally win disappear as the punctured tyre 
defl ated. At the time of his puncture, 

IRC: RALLY ISLA CANARIAS
29 April - 01 May 2010
Cheered on by thousands of enthusiastic 
spectators, Jan Kopcky and Petr Stary (Skoda 
Fabia S2000) topped the leaderboard at the 
end of what was a dramatic fourth round of the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge series, the Rally 
Isla Canarias, this past weekend.

PODIUM LOCK-OUT FOR SKODA IN IRC

Story by Evan Rothman
Pictures by www.ircseries.com

“Meeke’s rally win 
disappeared with 
the puncture”
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Meeke had already posted fi ve fastest 
stage times, and enjoyed a 17,9sec 
advantage over the chasing Skodas of 
Kopecky and Hanninen. Marc van Dalen, 
the boss of Meeke’s Kronos Racing team, 
explained the puncture was caused by 
a suspension bolt piercing a hole in the 
wheel, causing the tyre to defl ate. “It’s a 
risk but we decided together to run quite 
an aggressive set-up for more speed,” 
said van Dalen. “Unfortunately just one 
stupid compression in a corner caused 
the middle of the wheel to break. It’s 
really a shame for Kris and the team, 
but this is rally and we have to accept 
it.”
 Kopecky did not have a 
comfortable cruise to the fi nish of the 
rally, as his team-mate Hanninen was 
reeling him in with each stage on Day 
Two. Hanninen is a gravel-surface ace, 
but impressed in his fourth podium 
position this weekend. He stated that 
his driving was too aggressive on Day 
One, and he drove more smoothly on 
Day Two. The result of this was that he 
closed to 9,1sec of Kopecky at the end of 

the rally. Hanninen now leads the overall 
Drivers’ Championship by seven points 
ahead of Kopecky and Wilks tied on 25 
pts.
 Guy Wilks and Phil Pugh 
claimed another podium result in 2010. 
A near perfect drive saw the Briton 
gain more confi dence in his Skoda UK 
Motorsport-run Fabia S2000, and by the 
end of the weekend’s rallying he was 
smiling with his performance.
 Most impressive this weekend 
was the plucky drive from Portuguese 
rally champion Bruno Magalhaes and 
brother Carlos Magalhaes (Peugeot 207 
S2000) to fi nish fi fth overall. They were 
running in fourth place for the whole of 
Day Two, but opted to slow their pace 
at the end fo the rally so as to enable 
Meeke to overtake them to score more 
Championship points. Despite a left 
front driveshaft failure on Day One, 
the Magalhaes brothers showed their 
ever-improving speed in the highly 
competitive IRC series.
 Alberto Hevia and Alberto 
Iglesias (Skoda Fabia S2000) powered 
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their way to sixth place, after a near 
faultless drive from the hard-charging 
Spaniards.
 Newcomer to the IRC for 2010 
is the name Thierry Neuville. Teamed 
up with Nicolas Kinger, who is a former 
IRC Champion Co-Driver, Neuville pilots 
a Team Peugeot Belgium-Luxembourg 
207 S2000. This weekend proved to be 
challenging for the young driver, as he 
picked up the same puncture as befell 
Meeke. On the penultimate stage of the 
rally, Neuville was in seventh overall 
and heading for his fi rst IRC points haul 
when he slid into a rock and broke his 
Car’s left front suspension.
 Profi ting from Neuville’s 
retirement was the Ralliart Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution X of Ruben Gracia and 
co-driver Diego Sanjuan. Gracia was the 
leading driver of the conventional Group 
N entries.
 Another impressive drive came 
from Sergio Vallejo/Diego Vallejo (Ford 
Fiesta S2000), and his performance 
was made all the more inspiring as he 
manhandled his Fiesta S2000 through 
much of Day Two’s stages with no 
powersteering. He did slipped from 
seventh overall to eighth behing Gracia, 
but he bravely fi nished over 20sec ahead 
of ninth-place fi nishers Jose Barrios/Eloy 
Rivero (Subaru Impreza WRX STi).

 Franz Wittmann/Klaus Wicha 
(Peugeot 207 S2000) were struggling 
this weekend to fi nd the rhythm and 
balance in the car that has shot this 
young driver to stardom in recent 
months. His rally came to an abrupt end 
on Day Two’s SS11 when he hit a rock 
that tore the right rear wheel off his 
Interwetten Racing Peugeot 207 S2000.
 Daniel Oliviera also retired from 
the IRC Rally Isla Canarias while in 11th 
position when his Peugeot 207 S2000’s 
engine cried enough early on Day Two.
 Talented Irish privateer Daniel 
Barry and HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS 
columnist Martin Brady fi nished 14th 
overall after a disappointing weekend. 
Barry’s Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX 
was plagued by an overheating problem 
from the very fi rst stage of the event, 
forcing them to run the car without the 
anti-lag system. Adding to their woes, 
Barry/Brady were forced to stop several 
times in the stages to let their Mitsubishi 
cool down enough to continue.
 Yeray Lemes won the IRC 2WD 
Cup once more in 2010, this time by 
nearly two minutes in his Ford Fiesta Rs. 
He also fi nished tenth overall.
 The next round of the IRC 
takes place on 04 – 06 June for the Rally 
d’Italia-Sardegna, a favourite gravel rally 
for many of the competitiors.

Final Classifi cation:
01) J. Kopecky/P. Stary + 02h 12m 27,4s
02) J. Hanninen/M. Markkula + 09,1s
03) G. Wilks/P. Pugh + 36,4s
04) K. Meeke/P. Nagle + 01m 05,5s
05) B. Magalhaes/C. Magalhaes + 01m 17,8s
06) A. Hevia/A. Iglesias + 02m 25,1s
07) R. Gracia/D. Sanjuan + 10m 06,5s
08) S. Vallejo/D. Vallejo + 12m 49,7s
09) J. Barrios/E. Rivero + 13m 12,8s
10) Y. Lemes/R. Penate + 14m 12,4s
Leading IRC 2WD Cup fi nishers: Lemes/Penate

Drivers’ Standings:
01) Juho Hanninen (Finland) - 32 pts
02) Jan Kopecky (Czech Republic) - 25 pts
= Guy Wilks (United Kingdom) - 25 pts
04) Kris Meeke (United Kingdom) - 15 pts
05) Bruno Magalhaes (Portugal) - 13 pts
06) Mikko Hirvonen (Finland) - 10 pts
07) Nicolas Vouilloz (France) - 6 pts
08) Gabriel Pozzo (Argentina) - 5 pts
= Stephane Sarrazin (France) - 5 pts
10) Federico Villagra (Argentina) - 4 pts

Manufacturers’ Standings: 
01) Skoda - 64 pts
02) Peugeot - 33 pts
03) M-Sport - 15 pts
04) Ralliart - 8 pts
05) Subaru - 5 pts
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Early in the rally, the top of the 
leaderboard was crowded with Mitsubishi 
Lancers. But earlier on the fi nal leg two 
of the fastest, the cars of Tom Lawless/
Kristin Przybysz and Martin Donnelly/
Colin Fitzgerald, succumbed to engine 
problems. This was said by the teams 
to be the result of sustained running 
at maximum revolutions on the event’s 
long straights.
 Cyril Kearney/Mark McAlister 
(Subaru Impreza WRX STi) placed 
second, 3-3/4 minutes behind the 
winners. They reported few problems, 
apart from a need to replace the 
brake pads during a service break on 
the second day. Third place went to 
William Petrow/Jeremy Neyhart (Subaru 
Impreza)
 Matt Gottlieb/Austin Gager 
(Subaru Impreza WRX), now in their 
second full year of rallying, took the 
class for Production All-Wheel-Drive cars, 

and placed fourth overall. They were well 
ahead of class rivals Michael Cosgrove/
John O’Reilly (Mitsubishi Eclipse).
 There was no surprise in the 
result of the two-wheel-drive category: 
this was the only all-pavement national 
in North America, and the winners 
were Thomas Greer/Robert DellaRocco 
(Volkswagen Golf GTI – also fi fth 
overall), who admit that they are 
pavement specialists. 
They were followed 
to the fl ag by novice 
rally competitors 
Matthew Mathias/Tim 
Oliver (Ford Focus 
ZX3), who admitted 
to one, brief off-road 
excursion. Erika 
Detota/Jason Smith (Subaru Impreza) 
placed third, battling a transmission 
which was jumping out of third gear and 
a broken exhaust manifold.
 Rally New York USA was 
conducted in the Catskill Mountain 
region of southern New York State. Over 

the two days, competitors encountered a 
variety of conditions, from temperatures 
in the 60s (Fahrenheit) and partly 
sunny, down to 40s with intermittent 
rain, sleet, and snow. This provided a 
lengthy guessing game to drivers and 
mechanics who were trying to adapt 
driving techniques and car set-ups to the 
changing conditions.
 The two rallies-within-the-

rally for the regional 
New York Rally 
Championship went 
to Celsus Donnelly/
Brian McNamara, with 
Martin Donnelly/Colin 
Fitzgerald (Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo) fi nishing 
as runner-up in the 

fi rst event and William Petrow/Jeremy 
Neyhart in the other.
 The next eastern round of the 
U.S. Rally Championship, in the same 
area but on dirt and gravel roads, will be 
International Rally New York on 10 - 11 
September.

USRC: RALLY NEW YORK USA
17 April 2010
Celsus “Charlie” Donnelly and Brian McNamara 
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evo) took home the top award 
for Rally New York USA, the second round of the 
U.S. Rally Championship. This was the second 
victory in this event for Martin Donnelly, who also 
won three years ago, but the fi rst for new 
team-mate Brian McNamara.

DONNELLY AND McNAMARA WIN 
RALLY NEW YORK USA

Story by Staff Writer
Picture by Rally New York Media

“a lengthy 
guessing game 
to drivers”





WCRRC: REACT RALLY
07 May 2010
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS’ rookie regional rally 
team of Divan de Goede and Henry Kohne making 
up the DHRT will be tackling the fi rst night-time 
rally of their rally career this Friday evening 
in the Western Cape region of Vlakvlei for the 
fourth round of the Western Cape Regional Rally 
Championship. Lights, (onboard) cameras, action!

DHRT TAKES ON NIGHT-TIME RALLY

EVENTS

This Friday sees the Western Cape 
Regional Rally Championship enter 
unfamiliar territory for the majority of 
its competitors as the React Rally offers 
night-time special stages!
 This is the fi rst time in 12 
years that there will be a rally held 
solely at night-time on gravel roads in 
the Western Cape Championship, and 
seeing as only a handful of crews have 
experienced this before this event will 
provide a new challenge.
 The venue will once again 
be Vlakvlei region, where Round 
Three of the Championship was held 
in last month. Although the venue is 
unchanged, the stages marked for 
the rally are different and this will 
undoubtedly add to the excitement 
promised by this event. There seems to 
be a strong demand for this type of rally, 
as the event has attracted a 21-car fi eld 
at the time of the number function ealier 
this week, but the entry list could grow 
with late entrants.
 After the previous Vlakvlei 
Rally, our car’s suspension had to be 
rebuilt as it simply could not cope with 

the rough nature of this event too. With 
the dampers and strut casings being 
practically new now, we hope that this 
time round it will at least keep all of its 
contents inside for the duration of the 
event.
 Apart from the suspension 
service we have 
had very little to do 
on the car, other 
than the regular 
maintenance (such 
is the advantage 
of having a slightly 
underpowered but 
reliable car). 
 For the night stages, a few 
changes obviously had to be made to 
our Toyot Corolla.  The most important 
was the fi tment of a lamp frame to the 
front-end with four high-powered PIAA 
and Hella spotlights.
 With the forward lightning 
sorted out, our attention turned to the 
interior of the car. A generic interior 
co-driver lamp will provide Henry with 
enough light to read the pacenotes, 
while the red globe minimises the impact 
on Divan’s sight. Incidentally, Henry 
claims that co-driver’s possess such 
incredible eye-sight that they can read 

in the dark and that the interior lamp 
is there solely to keep any stray moths 
away from the driver.
 “This will be a very fun and 
interesting event and I am really looking 
forward to see how a stage looks in the 
dark,” said  driver Divan while being 

interviewed 
by well known 
Navigator 
Patrick 
Vermaak 
at a recent 
gymkhana, 
where the 
team was 

promoting rallying in the West Coast. 
This event was also where DHRT was 
“expanded”, when the team’s chief 
mechanic, Desmond Harding’s race-
prepped Signage Chana 1.3 LDV made 
its debut. As such, at future All Tar 
rallies in the Western Cape, the team will 
be represented by two vehicles.
 DHRT would like to thank 
4Wheel Alignment, Speedy Vredenburg 
and Truck & Marine Centre for giving 
us the opportunity to compete in 
the upcoming rally. Read about our 
adventures in next week’s issue of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS!

Story by DHRT
Pictures supplied by DHRT

“This will be a 
very fun and 
interesting event”
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Round Five of the 2010 season is not 
only unique as being the one and only 
event in the Southern Hemisphere this 
year, but it is also the longest rally on 
the calendar in six years.
 The Rally New Zealand is 
renowned for its fast and fl owing gravel 
roads, its warm hospitality and scenic 
beauty, but it is also a round of the 
Championship eagerly awaited by many 
of the drivers. Mikko Hirvonen (BP Ford 
Abu Dhabi 
World Rally 
Team), Petter 
Solberg (Petter 
Solberg World 
Rally Team) 
and Sebastien 
Loeb (Citroen 
Total World Rally Team) are at the front 
of the Drivers’ title fi ght, and are also 
the most successful drivers at Rally 
New Zealand. Loeb won this event most 
recently in 2008, Solberg in 200 (for 
the Subaru World Rally Team), while 
Hirvonen has enjoyed podium results 
here. 
 The Ford Focus RS WRC is 
quick here, as can be attested by the 

former double World Rally Champion 
Marcus Gronholm’s victories here in 
2006 and 2007; Hirvonen will be aiming 
to emulate his former team-mate this 
weekend, and to regain lost ground in 
the Drivers’ Championship standings.
 With a competitive distance 
of 396,50km, a total rally distance of 
1 496,51km and 21 stages, Rally New 
Zealand will be an endurance event more 
than a sprint as in Mexico or Sweden.  
 These longer stages that wind 
into new territory for the WRC were 
selected to take advantage of the new-

for-2010 
rules that 
permit 
remote 
service 
park zones. 
These 
remote 

service parks will be held in Whangarei 
(Day One), Hampton Downs (Day Two) 
and Raglan (Day Three), all in the 
northern regions of New Zealand as the 
event has been relocated from its 2008 
base in Hamilton to Auckland’s Queen 
Wharf.
 As in the Rally of Turkey, this 
weekend’s event will feature two asphalt 
stages in this gravel-run event. With 

scattered overnight rain thus far this 
week in Auckland, the gravel will be 
slippery but will not be dusty. Hirvonen 
will fi nd this fact pleasing, after he 
chewed dust in Turkey last month.
 Day One’s nine stages take 
place in and around the Whangarei 
and Kaipara districts, and ends at the 
Auckland Domain with a Spectator Super 
Special stage on Friday evening. Crews 
head out to Franklin and the northern 
Waikato areas to the roads previously 
used in 2008’s event for eight stages, 
and features the two asphalt stages. 
The fi nal day of the rally takes place in 
Raglan along the coastline for four fast 
stages.
 The roads of Rally New Zealand 
are comparable to Finland’s rally, minus 
the dramatic jumps. Here crews face 
cambered roads that encourage the 
drivers to attack. When the car crosses 
the camber, it usually jumps. Precise 
car setup and confi dence in the pace 
notes will be key to setting the fastest 
stage times and in reaching the end of 
this long event. If crews fi nd themselves 
on the wrong side of the camber when 
braking for corner, they might fi nd 
themselves in a spot of bother. Bring on 
WRC Rally New Zealand!

WRC: RALLY NEW ZEALAND
06 - 09 May 2010
Heading to the other side of the world, the World 
Rally Championship fl ies long-haul to Auckland for 
the WRC Rally New Zealand. 

WHO WILL BE ON TOP DOWN UNDER?
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“crews face cambered 
roads that encourage 
the drivers to attack”




