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Welcome to issue 132 of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, your FREE weekly insight into 
the world of rallying!
 Inside this week, HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS is pleased to bring you 
a fantastic competition presented by 
Veloce Publishing. You stand a chance 
to win a great rally book and readers of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will enjoy a 
special discount of 25% off Veloce Books. 
More details are to be found on page 19.
 I would like to apologise for the 
quality of some of the photographs in this 
week’s issue. HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS 
has experienced a few gremlins...
 For more images of the WRC Rally 
New Zealand, and of Turkey, please head 
to our online home at:
http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com
 As always, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s exciting edition!

Yours in Rallying,

Evan Rothman
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CITROEN BOSSES TIP SEBASTIEN 
OGIER FOR TOP DRIVE IN 2011
Citroen Junior Team driver Sebastien Ogier - who came 
tantalisingly close to claiming his debut World Rally 
Championship victory in New Zealand - has been tipped for 
a manufacturer seat next year by Sven Smeets: the team 
manager of Citroen’s factory team.
 With Ogier consistently outperforming Citroen’s offi cial 
number two this year, Dani Sordo, the Frenchman has been 
linked to a move up to the works squad. But Smeets, formerly 
co-driver to Freddy Loix, ruled out the possibility of Ogier 
switching over this year - as the team feels that he still needs 
to build up more experience on asphalt: a surface where Sordo 
is extremely strong.
 “For the moment, Sebastien Ogier is progressing on 
a learning curve that is unbelievable,” said Smeets, standing 
in for team chief Olivier Quesnel, who did not make the trip to 
New Zealand. “Since the start of this year he has put himself 
up on the leaderboard with all the top drivers, which is very 
good for us. But I think that he still has to make some learning 
progress on asphalt. I think it’s very good for him to do that 
in the same way that he is approaching all the other rallies 
for the moment. Then by the end of the year we will have 
somebody who is maybe ready for a manufacturer team.”
Despite Sordo’s recent struggles and the consequent public 
criticism he has received from Quesnel, Smeets backed Sordo 
to bounce back on the next event, the Rally Portugal at the 
end of the month.
 “Dani was sometimes unhappy with the car and 
sometimes unhappy with himself in New Zealand,” added 
Smeets. “Now we’re going to Portugal and he really likes 
Portugal. He’s been a very, very good performer there. We 
really hope that he can do in Portugal what Jari-Matti Latvala 
did in New Zealand.
Full reports, videos, photos and more on www.wrc.com.
- Credit: www.wrc.com.

WALES RALLY GB LAUNCHES 2010 
PLANS AND ITINERARY
This week Wales Rally GB, one of the UK’s largest and most 
iconic motorsport events, launched its plans for the 2010 event 
which will run from 11th - 14th November.
 Announcements included an all new special stage, 
which will run in Cardiff Bay and a welcome return to the 
classic stage in Radnor Forest, near Presteigne, Powys.* 
The event will be the 13th and fi nal round of the World Rally 
Championship and a chance for British fans to get up close to 
the sport on their doorstep.
 This year’s Wales Rally GB route provides fans, 
families and those who are new to the world of rallying with 
the perfect mix of old and new. For the fi rst time, Cardiff Bay 
will play host to a special stage which will run twice, on the 
evenings of Thursday 11th and Saturday 13th November. The 
timed test of speed and driver skill will run on the Cardiff Bay 
barrage and into the dock area. It will be ideal for those who 
want to enjoy the event in Wales’ vibrant capital, particularly 
young families, as public transport and parking are easily 
accessible.
 For fans who revel in soaking up the nostalgia of this 
event, the rally will return to Radnor Forest for the fi rst time 
in 11 years. The ultra fast 15.1 km stage will run twice on 
Saturday the 13th and promises rally followers plenty of high 
speed entertainment.
 Other highlights include a return to the Royal Welsh 
Showground at Builth Wells for undercover remote service on 

PROKOP AIMS TO CONTEST ROUND 
OF IRC IN SARDINIA
Martin Prokop could contest round fi ve of the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge in Sardinia next month.
 The 27-year-old campaigns a Ford Fiesta in the FIA 
Super 2000 World Rally Championship but wants to increase 
his experience of the M-Spor-built car by tackling other events, 
including Rally d’Italia-Sardegna, which runs from 4-6 June.
“We still have to work more with the car because, at the 

NEWS

the Friday and Saturday. Margam Park, near Port Talbot, will 
host the fi nal two competitive stages on Sunday 14th.
For the second successive year, the main service park – the 
hub of the event – will be based in Cardiff Bay and access will 
be free of charge for everyone. It is here that fans will have 
a real opportunity to get up close to the drivers and teams as 
they race against the clock to service – and often repair – their 
rally cars.
 Organisers have worked hard to keep ticket prices 
low and for the third year running, the popular ‘Kids for a 
quid’ offer will apply and has been extended further than ever 
to include all day passes, remote service and the Cardiff Bay 
special stage. Wales Rally GB is a great opportunity for families 
to enjoy a day of top class sporting fun together from as little 
as £42** for a family of four.
 A World Rally Pass (WRP) still represents the best 
value for money for adults wanting to take in all four days 
of action. This pass gives access to all stages, including 
both runnings of the inaugural Cardiff Bay special stage, the 
spectator favourites of Hafren, Sweet Lamb and Myherin and 
the new Radnor stage. Also included is remote service, car 
parks and pre-event shakedown on Thursday. At just £99 the 
WRP is 34 per cent cheaper than it was in 2003 when the 
event became Wales Rally GB.
 Andrew Coe, chief executive of event organiser, 
International Motor Sports Limited, commented: “This year’s 
Wales Rally GB is bigger and better than ever and the whole 
organising team, myself included, is delighted to be launching 
the event. To bring a special stage to the Welsh capital, in the 
beautiful setting of Cardiff Bay, is really exciting and will be 
great for fans, families and those who are completely new to 
the world of rallying. Add to this our return to Radnor Forest 
and competitive ticket prices – there’s not many sports at 
World Championship level that children can enjoy for just 
£1 – and the ingredients are there for a fantastic world-class 
sporting event that will do Wales and the UK proud.”
 Speaking about Wales Rally GB’s impact on the 
region, minister for heritage, Alun Ffred Jones, said: “I hope 
the new elements in the event format will attract even more 
fans to the event this year. Wales Rally GB brings signifi cant 
benefi ts to the local economy and it is fantastic news that 
the people within Wales will get to enjoy another world-class 
sporting event on their doorstep this year.”
 Cardiff Council’s executive member, for sport, culture 
and leisure, Cllr Nigel Howells, said: “Cardiff prides itself on 
being a top sporting venue and Wales Rally GB is one of the 
sporting highlights we host in the city. Each year the event 
goes from strength to strength and it’s fantastic to hear about 
the new special stage, which will be based in the vibrant 
location of Cardiff Bay.”
 Plans to run additional national events on Wales Rally 
GB are in place and organisers hope to announce these shortly.
To keep up to date with news and information about Wales 
Rally GB, visit www.walesrallygb.com
 Follow Wales Rally GB on Twitter at www.twitter.com/
walesrallygb.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com.



ANNIVERSARY OF AUDI QUATTRO 
CELEBRATED AT THE RALLY SHOW

FRANZ WITMANN HOPES FOR 
CHANGE OF FORTUNE IN IRC

moment, I am not completely confi dent with it,” said Prokop.  
 “There is a big gap until my next SWRC event but we 
must decide if we spend the money doing testing or if we go to 
Sardinia. I like Sardinia and I will decide this week.”
 Prokop will have no problems getting his Fiesta ready 
for the IRC qualifi er. Rather than shipping the car back to 
Europe from New Zealand, where he was competing last week 
(pictured), Prokop’s team has made arrangements to fl y the 
car home.
 Prokop is no stranger to the IRC having taken part 
on Barum Czech Rally Zlín in the BFGoodrich Drivers’ Team 
Peugeot 207 last season, fi nishing fi fth on his debut outing in 
the car.
 If Prokop does compete in Sardinia then it will bring 
the total number of Fiesta S2000s in action on the island 
rally to two after Andreas Mikkelsen long-since confi rmed his 
participation on the Olbia-based event.
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

The Rally Show at Chatsworth, witch take place on the 5th to 
6th June, will host one of the biggest and best celebrations 
of the Thirtieth Anniversary of the Audi Quattro. In addition 
to a line-up of rally cars on display and demonstrations that 
include fi ve genuine ex-works Quattros, there will be a truly 
awesome number of Quattro Owner’s Club members who will 
be bringing their cars to the Show and taking an active part in 
the proceedings.
 It was in March 1980 that Audi created a sensation by 
revealing their mould-breaking Quattro at the Geneva Motor 
Show. With a turbocharged fi ve-cylinder engine and permanent 
four-wheel drive, it took the world by surprise. That was even 
more so when executives of the company revealed that this 
gorgeous looking car, as far removed from current expectations 
of a four-wheel drive vehicle as one could imagine, was going 
to compete in the World Rally Championship of 1981.
 It was an immediate sensation, not only winning the 
Manufacturers’ title in 1982 but also taking the Drivers’ titles 
in both 1982 and 1983 with Hannu Mikkola and Stig Blomqvist 
respectively. If that was not enough, Michele Mouton used a 
Quattro to rocket into the record books by becoming the fi rst 
lady to win a WRC event on the San Remo Rally in 1981.  
  Proving that it was no fl uke, she went on to 
win three more in 1982 - the Portuguese, Acropolis and Brazil 
rallies - while in 1985 she amazed the Americans by taking 
outright victory on the legendary Pike’s Peak Hillclimb in a 
Sport Quattro S1.
 Throughout the Rally Show, there will be an Audi 
Quattro presence, with numerous examples appearing in a 
dedicated demonstration each day while many private owners 
will drive their cars in the various events and stage sessions 
that comprise a major part of the Show. On the Sunday, the 
Quattro Owner’s Club will bring their cars out onto the 1.2 mile 
special stage to take part in a cavalcade as a tribute to one of 
the iconic cars of the latter part of the 20th Century.
 The Show organisers, The Rally Show Ltd, would be 
delighted to hear from any members of the Audi Sport UK 
team of the 80’s - drivers, co-drivers, and any of the David 
Sutton Motorsport team members and to contact them if they 
would like to attend the show.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

NEWS

Franz Wittmann says it’s vital that he gets his Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge season back on track on Rally d’Italia-
Sardegna next month.
 Wittmann, from Austria, failed to fi nish an IRC round 
for the second event in succession after he went off the road 
on Rally Islas Canarias and tore the right-rear wheel from his 
Interwetten Racing-run Peugeot. He had been running 10th 
overall at the time.
 “I was not happy with the car [in Gran Canaria] 
even though I felt I had the speed,” said Wittmann. “That’s 
not good so we’ll have to prepare ourselves perfectly for 
Sardinia because it’s important we get a good result there. 
Already there are several ideas in my mind on how to improve 
ourselves so now we’ll try to realise them.”
 Rally d’Italia-Sardegna is new to the IRC calendar this 
season and counts as the fi fth round of the Eurosport Events-
run championship. The rally starts in Sardinia’s capital Cagliari 
on Friday 4 June with the fi nish in Olbia on 6 June.
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

LEE ROSE READY TO TACKLE KCB’S 
VISA CARD RALLY IN KISUMU CITY
Former Kenyan National Rally Champions Lee Rose and Piers 
Daykin are ready for action when the series resumes with this 
weekend’s KCB Visa Card Rally which takes place in Kisumu 
City on Saturday 15 May.
 Rose and Daykin won the recent KCB Safari Rally at 
the wheel of their Wladoil and Bellotto supported Mitsubishi 
Evo 9 and in doing so joined a prestigious list of competitors 
who have won this internationally recognized event more than 
once! The pair overcame treacherously muddy conditions to 
end the three day rally with a seven minute advantage over 
their rivals!
 Spurred on by this fantastic result Rose will be aiming 
high this weekend but admits to a bit of concern ahead of 
the rally: “The last time I attended the Kisumu Rally both Ian 
Duncan and myself refused to compete on safety grounds 
as the amount of traffi c was ridiculous. I do know that the 
organizers have been working hard to get the event back into 
the national calendar and I only hope that their efforts are 
rewarded with a great event.”
 The KCB Visa Card Rally is the third round of the 2010 
Kenyan National Rally Championship and with one non fi nish 
and one win Lee Rose is currently third in the championship 
standings. The series is currently headed by fellow Mitsubishi 
pilot Alistair Cavenagh with Subaru driver Baldev Chager 
second.
 Lee Rose is supported by Wladoil Lubricants, 
producers of high quality racing lubricants and fuels, essential 
products in the high octane world of motor rallying.
- Credit: Geoff Mayes Media



30%

Reversible Wire Twister
With Wire Retainer
P/N:WTRW6A

.025” Safety Wire
1lb Cannister

P/N:WT105-2516

Tel: 0861 762766
E-mail: enquiries@snapon.co.za

www.snapon.co.za

Africa(Pty)Ltd

Optional Accessories for BK6000:

1)BK5500-7 Imager 8.5 diameter - 180cm
R2,595 incl vat

2)BK5500-9 Imager 8.5 diameter - 300cm
R2,666 incl vat

3)BK5500-10 Imager - 90cm Blue light UV 
R2,883 incl vat

4)BK6000-11 Ear Bud and microphone 
R108 incl vat

LEVEL2
CONTRIBUTOR



Features
your insight into the world of rallying



FEATURES

With true rally legends donning their 
rally suits and putting on their helmets, 
the 2010 edition of RallyAllStars was set 
for fi reworks.
 As organisers only invited 
40 of the best drivers in Europe to 
the event, the entry list boasted 30 
different nationalities to truly give this 
event a All European 
Championship feel. 
Run over two days, 
drivers would compete 
against one another 
over a double-track 
1,2km long Spectator 
SuperSpecial Stage. In 
the same vein as the 
Race of Champions, a buggy powered 
by a 2,0-litre motor pushing out 180bhp 
was fi rst used, a Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution IX and then the mighty 5,7-
litre and 400bhp Opel Antara RR off-road 
racer for the fi nals on Day Two.
 Porec, regarded as the Croatian 
Riviera, was bustling with big name rally 
stars: Juha Kannkunen (multiple World 
Rally Champion and multiple Dakar Rally 
winner), Armin Schwarz (multile German 
national rally champion), Hermann 

Gassner (multiple German national 
rally champion), Krzystof Holowycz 
(multiple Polish national rally champion), 
Krum Donchev (Bulgarian national 
rally champion) and Burcu Cetinkaya 
(Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
competitor). 
 It was Junior World Rally 
Championship contender Kevin Abbring 
Jnr versus Armin Schwarz in the Final. 
Abbring Jnr drove to a superb victory 

to be crowned 
the RallyAllStar 
2010 Champion, 
beating off his 
more experienced 
rivals to the 
top step of the 
winners’ podium.
 Juha 

Kankkunen fi nished in third place, with 
Boris Gadasin claiming fourth place.
 Here is a link to the 
RallyAllStars 2010 video highlights on 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=HTQfeB5xIHo

At the beginning of this month, the RallyAllStars 
Challenge took place in the Croatian city of Porec. 

ABBRING JNR DEFEATS RALLY LEGENDS

Story: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Supplied 

“The entry 
list boasted 
30 different 
nationalities”

YouTube video link - RallyAllStars 2010
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTQfeB5xIHo
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Having competed for, ahem, ten years, 
I am no stranger to being in a rally car 
but I’ve always viewed the sport from 
the co-driver’s seat. I’ve never fancied 
swapping seats - until recently. I can’t 
say exactly what brought this about as I 
have always been happy to be in control 
of everything, bar the steering wheel. 
All I can attribute it to is the purchase 
of my new road car, “Dougal”, whom I 
love dearly. He has a rally pedigree and 
I have discovered a love for driving him 
on tight and twisty 
back roads.  
 In an attempt 
to cure my driving 
desire, I was given a 
gift of a rally day at 
Birkbeck’s Rally School 
in Yorkshire. I had looked forward to 
the day since it was booked for me in 
February. 
 My other half came along to 
support me (also to make fun, perhaps), 
and he kept asking if I was nervous 
about my fi rst go behind the wheel. 
 “Nervous? No, no. Why would 
I be nervous of something that’s just a 
bit of fun?” I lied. I was nervous though, 
and I couldn’t fi gure out why: perhaps 
it was because I’m a girl and I wanted 
to be fastest? Perhaps it was because 
I didn’t want to be slow and make silly 

mistakes? All I did know is that I didn’t 
sleep well the night before and was up at 
the break of dawn, raring to go! 
 Once signed on I was taken in a 
minibus with the other fi rst-timers to the 
stage, which was perhaps the windiest 
place on earth! We all waited for our 
fi rst time behind the wheel of the Ford 
Focus school cars; I went quiet, and felt 
nervous.
 My time arrived and I was 
guided to the car. With a slight shake 
occurring in my hands, I placed my 
helmet on my head and folded myself 
into the driver’s seat where I met my 

instructor Nick 
Cook. Luckily 
we have mutual 
friends so I 
relaxed ever 
so slightly. My 
fi rst task was to 

attempt some handbrake turns around 
a big square… “Easy,” I thought, “I’ve 
seen plenty!” The reality was not quite 
so easy. The fi rst problem I discovered 
was a lack of strength to pull up the 
handbrake, while the second problem 
was an unyielding thirst to catch the guy 
in front. Where did that come from? I 
kept asking myself. There was this poor 
boy, enjoying his rally day, and some 
mad woman was trying to overtake him! 
 The next stage introduced a few 
more corners of differing degrees and 
surfaces, I made a conscious effort not 

to let the guy in front bother me, but 
unfortunately I caught him again and 
this meant I had to sit still in the centre 
of the course with Nick keeping his foot 
on the brake pedal (dual controls, you 
see) as he didn’t trust me not to go 
chasing after him. I endured a bit of a 
telling off after this run along the lines of 
“You can do it well, when you chill out” 
and “It’s not a competition, enjoy it.” 
 I was well behaved on my other 
runs; I was put out in front of the other 
driver so I couldn’t see him and I started 
to improve, so much so that on my last 
run of the day I lapped the guy I was 
trying not to chase and wasn’t told off 
as I had earned it. I was told I improved 
massively through the day and was one 
of the quickest out of the 20 who took 
part. Not bad for the only girl, I reckon. 
 I was beaming at the end of the 
day and what was meant to cure me of 
my driving ambition has now only served 
to make it stronger!
 I will still co-drive as that is 
most defi nitely my motorsport talent. 
However, I think that with a bit of 
practice I will perhaps manage to be 
more than simply the “girl who tootles 
around at the back” of the event! Now to 
raise some cash for a rally car and fi nd 
some single stage venues to attack…
 Keep track of Rachel’s progress 
at www.mudmagnetrallying.co.uk.

Rachel Medich, a regional and club level rally 
co-driver in the United Kingdom, recently sat in 
the driver’s side of a rally car to experience her 
sport from a different perspective. With a decade 
of co-driving behind her, competing in a host of 
events each season, here Rachel relates to readers 
of HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS her fi rst taste of 
rally driving.

SWAPPING: CO-DRIVER TO DRIVER

Story: Rachel Medich
Pictures: Songasport Rally Media

“Nervous? No, 
no. Why would 
I be nervous?”
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The duo won Rally New Zealand in 
their Ford Focus RS World Rally Car 
and moved the company to the top of 
the all-time win list, smashing a record 
that has stood since 1992. This also 
extends Ford’s record-breaking run of 
consecutive points fi nishes to 124.
 Ford’s tally of 75 victories 
since the championship was founded in 
1973 has helped the company take the 
manufacturers’ world title in 1979, 2006 
and 2007 and the drivers’ world crown in 
1979 and 1981.
 Seventeen high profi le drivers 
have contributed to the record effort, 
which began in 1973 at the 1000 
Lakes Rally in Finland. They are Timo 
Mäkinen, Hannu Mikkola, Roger Clark, 
Bjorn Waldegard, Kyosti Hamalainen, 
Ari Vatanen, Didier Auriol, François 
Delecour, Miki Biasion, Gianfranco 
Cunico, Tommi Mäkinen, Carlos Sainz, 
Colin McRae, Markko Martin, Marcus 
Gronholm, Mikko Hirvonen and Jari-Matti 
Latvala.
 The most successful drivers 
are current BP Ford Abu Dhabi World 
Rally team lead pilot Mikko Hirvonen 
and fellow Finn Marcus Gronholm with 
12 victories. Gronholm led Ford to the 
manufacturers’ world title in 2006 and 

2007 in a Focus RS WRC. 
 “This is a landmark 
achievement of which everyone at Ford 
rightly can be proud,” said John Fleming, 
Ford of Europe Chairman and CEO. “Ford 
has a long and illustrious motorsport 
heritage, especially in rallying where our 
participation dates back more than 70 
years. We were involved in WRC when 
it began in 1973 and it remains Ford’s 
major global motorsport activity. We’re 
there because we’re competitive and we 
win, and when we win our customers win 
too, as we learn a huge amount from 
rallying and apply this knowledge to our 
road cars.    
 “Our participation in WRC 
highlights a core attribute of Ford 
vehicles – driving quality. The WRC is 
the toughest competition in motorsport 
for production-based cars. A record-
breaking 75 wins at the sport’s highest 
level speaks volumes about the strength, 
speed and reliability of both our 
competition cars and our road vehicles,” 
he added.     
 Gerard Quinn, Ford of Europe’s 
motorsport chief, said: “Twenty different 
manufacturers have enjoyed the prestige 
of a WRC event victory. Ford is fortunate 
enough to have stood on the top step 
of the podium on 75 occasions. The 
legendary Escort, the Sierra and now 
the Focus, which is still winning in its 

12th and fi nal season as Ford’s WRC 
challenger, have all contributed to a 
remarkable record and I hope there are 
many more wins to come.”
 Here we highlight some of 
Ford’s most notable WRC wins and 
present the driver’s view of the success.
• 1973 1000 Lakes Rally - Timo 
Makinen - Ford Escort RS1600:
Makinen scored Ford’s fi rst victory in the 
inaugural year of the FIA World Rally 
Championship. The Finn, partnered by 
British co-driver Henry Liddon, won 
his home rally by 02m 09s. Among the 
competitors he beat were Ulf Gronholm, 
father of future Ford driver Marcus, and 
current FIA president Jean Todt, who co-
drove for Achim Warmbold.  
 Makinen said: “As with all my 
victories with Ford in the 70s, this win 
was aided by the fact that all the various 
parts of the team worked well together: 
driver, co-driver, team chief and 
mechanics. The team spirit was good. 
This rally was long and there were fewer 
breaks than nowadays. There were no 
tactical manoeuvres, any thought of that 
and the rally would have been over. It 
wasn’t an easy win, I had to fi ght every 
kilometre of the way.” 

• 1988 Tour de Corse - Didier Auriol 
- Ford Sierra RS Cosworth:
Didier Auriol claimed the only WRC 

Ford this past weekend became the most 
successful manufacturer in the history of the 
FIA World Rally Championship when Jari-Matti 
Latvala/Miikka Anttila won Rally New Zealand.

FORD SETS NEW RECORD: 75 WINS

Story: Staff Writer
Pictures: WorldRallyPics
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victory for the Sierra and his maiden 
world rally win on home ground in 
France. Aged 29, Auriol won by 3m 05s 
and went onto win the island rally a 
further six times during his career.
 Auriol said: “It was my fi rst 
rally with Ford and the fi rst time I led a 
WRC round. I was so surprised to lead 
that I went off the road soon after and 
bent my car’s rear right wheel. It could 
have been much worse – I was lucky. 
The car was physically demanding and I 
was so exhausted I didn’t think I would 
be able to start the fi nal leg. I did, but 
on the fi nal stage I pulled the handbrake 
at a hairpin and dislocated my shoulder! 
The pain was terrible, but I pushed it 
hard against the door and the shoulder 
slipped back into place. I now have that 
car at my home in France.”

• 1993 Rally de Portugal - François 
Delecour - Ford Escort RS Cosworth:
Frenchman Delecour scored the fi rst of 
his four WRC wins in Portugal, earning 
the new-shape Escort the fi rst of its 10 
WRC wins in RS Cosworth and World 
Rally Car specifi cation. He led for 
virtually the entire event, overcoming a 
fuel leak following a secret check by rally 
organisers which led to a hold-up in the 
event as mechanics were summoned by 
offi cials from another location to carry 
out repairs.
 Delecour said: “It was a great 
moment. Up to that point I was regarded 
as primarily an asphalt expert and 
nobody expected me to win on gravel in 
Portugal.  It changed my image from an 
asphalt driver to an all-rounder. It was 
a hard rally. I drove the famous Arganil 
test at about 4am and it was very 
dangerous because it was icy and foggy.  
It was such a testing stage.”

• 1999 Safari Rally - Colin McRae - 
Ford Focus WRC:
The late Colin McRae, in his fi rst season 
with Ford, mastered the legendary 
Kenyan event – the longest, hottest and 
roughest round of the championship – on 

only the Focus WRC’s third start. McRae 
took the lead on the second day and 
won by nearly eight minutes, claiming 
Ford’s fi rst Safari win for 22 years. 
McRae’s winning car remains on display 
at M-Sport’s Dovenby Hall headquarters 
in the UK.
 Scotland’s Colin McRae, who 
fi rst won the Safari in 1997, said after 
the rally: “This win means more to me 
than my fi rst Safari success. The last 
day was one of the most nerve-wracking 
ever because on the Safari you can 
never guarantee anything until it’s over. 
This is a new car and a new team and 
that makes this very special. It was a 
controlled drive. You can’t drive fl at out 
and win the Safari but we found a good 
pace throughout and it worked well.”

• 2006 Rally New 
Zealand - Marcus 
Gronholm - Ford 
Focus RS WRC:
Gronholm won the 
penultimate round of 
the 2006 campaign 
to secure Ford’s fi rst 
manufacturers’ world 
title since 1979. Team-mate Mikko 
Hirvonen fi nished second. Gronholm 
led from start to fi nish, winning every 
special stage on the opening leg to lay 
the platform for his success.
 Gronholm said: “It was a great 
feeling to win the rally and secure the 
world title for Ford on the same day. It 
wasn’t such a hard rally for me because 
the car was perfect throughout. A one-
two result was the ideal way to win the 
title and I remember that a lot of people 
stayed up all night at the team’s base in 
the UK to watch the stage times coming 
in. It was a long night of celebrations 
afterwards!” 

• 2007 Rally New Zealand 
- Marcus Gronholm - Ford Focus RS 
WRC:
Gronholm claimed his second 
consecutive NZ victory after the closest 

fi nish in the championship’s history. He 
won by just 0,3s after a titanic battle 
over 350km – a margin which equated 
to 7,5 metres or less than two car 
lengths! He started the nerve-wracking 
fi nal speed test with a lead of 0,7sec and 
kept his cool to claim his fi fth victory of 
the year and his fi fth in New Zealand – 
making him the most successful driver in 
the event’s history.
 Gronholm said: “It was an 
incredible fi ght all weekend and the 
best battle in my career. There wasn’t 
room for a single missed gearchange. I 
stayed calm in the rally car and that’s 
something I learned from many years’ 
practice of attacking. The only big stress 
came with choosing tyres because the 
conditions were inconsistent and when 

it’s that close, 
one wrong tyre 
choice could 
have ruined 
everything,” he 
added.

• 2008 Swedish 
Rally - Jari-
Matti Latvala - 

Ford Focus RS WRC
Twenty-two-year-old Jari-Matti Latvala 
became the youngest winner of a world 
rally, eclipsing the record of fellow Finn 
Henri Toivonen. Latvala led for virtually 
the entire rally to win by 58,3sec. Focus 
RS WRCs completed a shut-out out of 
the podium places, with Mikko Hirvonen 
claiming second and Gig Galli taking 
third. 
 Latvala said: “Henri Toivonen is 
a big hero of mine and in my dreams I 
wanted to beat his record, so that meant 
so much to me. I couldn’t have dreamed 
I could win on only my second event in 
a works team. I started the rally so well 
and made no mistakes so I was able to 
control my speed, but it was only on the 
fi nal day I started to realise I could do 
it.”

“The WRC is 
the toughest 
competition in 
motorsport”
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Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassi (Citroen 
Junior Team) takes to SS21 as the 
overall leaders of the rally. Valiantly 
driving for 
his fi rst WRC 
victory in only 
his second full 
season in the 
top-fl ight rally 
series, Ogier’s 
slender lead 
of 6,7s over Jari-Matti Latvala/Miika 
Anttila (BP Ford World Rally Team) is not 
enough for him to coast through the fi nal 
29,67km-long stage.
 Entering the stage with the 
determination to win, Petter Solberg/
Phils Mills (Petter Solberg World Rally 
Team) started SS21 in third overall 
and 16,8s adrift of rally leaders Ogier/
Ingrassi. Having seen the Citroen C4 
WRCs of Loeb and Ogier fl ounder as 

they compete in a high-speed dance for 
the top slot on the overall classifi cation 
in New Zealand through the previous 
stages, Solberg pushes his privately-run 
Citroen C4 WRC to its limits… 
 Meanwhile, Sebastien Loeb/

Daniel Elena 
(Citroen Total 
World Rally Team) 
take to the fi nal 
stage of the rally 
17,7s behind 
Ogier, and hungry 
for the win after 

a storming performance on Day Two to 
drive themselves back into the fi ght. 
After an earlier spin on the second stage 
of Day Three, and losing the overall 
rally lead to Citroen Junior Team driver 
Sebastien Ogier, Loeb aims to not only 
leapfrog Petter Solberg who is only 0,9s 
ahead of him, but to also to attack both 
Jari-Matti Latvala/Miika Anttila (BP Ford 
World Rally Team) and Ogier for the rally 
victory. 

 Loeb uncharacteristically makes 
a mistake early on in the stage, spinning 
his car. Quickly righting himself and his 
Citroen C4, Loeb continues in his bid to 
catch Nordic rival. 
 Running wide on the exit of 
a corner in this 29,67km-long stage, 
Petter Solberg smashes into a telegraph 
pole and abruptly ends his rally weekend 
in a smouldering heap of expensive 
metal and carbon fi bre. And then there 
were only two…
 With only three corners left to 
the fi nish, Ogier runs his Citroen C4 WRC 
wide and off the road. This loses him 
time, but he is able to rejoin the road to 
cross the fi nish line to record a superb 
Rally New Zealand performance.
 Setting consistently quick stage 
times, the young Finn Latvala steers 
his Ford Focus RS WRC to an unlikely 
victory. It was the cool head and hands 
of Latvala that reigned supreme this 
weekend, to fi nish the rally 2,4s clear of 
his closest rivals.

WRC: RALLY NEW ZEALAND
06 - 09 May 2010
It is the last stage. The 366,85km and 20 stages 
leading up to this the fi nal stage of the WRC Rally 
New Zealand has been fast yet punishing. Four 
crews from four different teams stand a chance to 
take the victory at this the fi fth round of the World 
Rally Championship.

LATVALA AND FORD ON TOP AT LAND 
OF THE LONG WHITE CLOUD

Story: Evan Rothman
Pictures: WorldRallyPics

“Latvala’s 2,4s 
winning margin is 
the third closest 
in the history”
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 “I didn’t think it could happen, 
it’s the most amazing and beautiful win,” 
said Latvala.  “Whaanga Coast showed 
its teeth.  I neared the end of the stage 
and could see a car’s bumper on the 
road but I didn’t know which car it was 
from.  I didn’t know we had won until 
three minutes after the fi nish of the 
stage and Miikka did the calculations.  
It’s my best win and makes up for my 
disappointments.  
 “I can’t believe I’m second in 
the championship.  I wasn’t the fastest 
here but I was the most consistent and 
that paid off when it mattered.  I need 
to carry on doing the job I’m doing as 
second driver because my strategy is 
working.  It was a fantastic rally over the 
most beautiful roads in the world,” he 
added.
 Latvala’s 2,4s winning margin 
is the third closest in the history of the 
WRC, moves him into second place in 
the Drivers’ Standings and also handed 
Ford its 75th WRC victory to make this 
manufacturer the most successful in the 
history of the sport.

What happened in the rest of the rally: 
Sebastien Loeb recovered from a 
miserable Day One (after striking a 
bridge and losing over a minute in stage 
time trying to steer his Citroen C4 while 
holding the driver’s side door closed) to 
storm through Day Two’s stages to close 
his 01m 19,8s defi cit to the rally leader 
Ogier to only 5,2s at the end of Day Two. 

After the opening stage of Day Three, 
Loeb eclipsed Ogier to take the lead, but 
a spin in the very next stage undid all 
his hard work and dropped him to fourth 
position overall.
 At the midday halt of Day 
Three, Ogier was 5,6s ahead of Latvala 
who was 11s ahead of Petter Solberg 
who in turn was 5s ahead of Loeb. 
Racing the penultimate stage of the rally, 
Loeb looked certain to regain his position 
atop the rally timesheets, and it would 
take a big ask form Petter Solberg and 
Ogier to stop him from winning here; it 
was, to put it plainly, Ogier, Solberg and 
Loeb’s doing to throw the rally win away. 
No-one in Service Park expected Latvala 
to come up trumps in New Zealand…
 Mikko Hirvonen/Jarmo Lehtinen 
(team-mates to Latvala) fi nished the 
rally fourth overall. They struggled for 
outright pace this weekend, but were 
able to pip Dani Sordo/Marc Marti 
(Citroen Total World Rally Team) to the 
fi nish line after a two-day long tussle for 
position.
 Matthew Wilson/Scott Martin 
and Henning Solberg/Ilke Minor (both 
Stobart Ford World Rally Team crews) 
were locked in battle for seventh this 
weekend, but it was Wilson/Martin who 
for the second successive rally beat their 
more experienced team-mates to take 
sixth place.
 Jari Ketomaa (Ford Fiesta 
S2000) was the fastest of the S-WRC 
runners, and fi nished an impressive 

YouTube video link - WRC #2
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDrl8LjJ0Mo

YouTube video link - WRC #1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLTR7agnj-s
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eighth overall.

Day One – What happened:
Loeb hit the ill-fated bridge on SS4, but 
his team-mate Sordo put on a brave 
display to top the leaderboard for much 
of Day One. He led the rally from SS2 
to SS7, as Petter Solberg and Latvala 
shadowed his stage times. Petter, who 
set the early pace through SS1, attacked 
Sordo on the penultimate stage of the 
day (SS8) to snatch the rally lead back 
from the factory Citroen driver. Petter 
fi nished Day One a slender 1,4s ahead of 
Latvala.

Day Two – What happened:
Loeb dominated the attention Day Two 
of WRC Rally New Zealand: starting the 
day 01m 19,8s adrift of Petter Solberg, 
Latvala and Ogier, Loeb pulled something 
magical out of his bag of tricks to close 
within 5,2s of the Day Two overnight 
leader Ogier. Ogier,who started the day 
in third place, moved ahead of Latvala 
and Petter Solberg on the fi rst stage of 
the day, as he attempted to race to a 
clear victory. Latvala fi nished Day Two 
33,2s behind Ogier in third place, while 
Petter Solberg was unable to do much 
about his downward slide off the top of 
the rally leaderboard: as road-sweeper 
on Day Two, Solberg suffered through 
the day’s loose gravel stages to end Day 
Two some 53,6s off of Ogier’s pace.
 Loeb’s masterful display on Day 
Two’s fast stages saw him set the fastest 

stage time though SS12 by a blistering 
22,0s quicker than the second fastest 
driver in that stage, Mikko Hirvonen. 
This performance on Day Two, to close 
more than a minute through pure driving 
speed, will long be remembered by 
many rally enthusiasts.
 Wilson and Henning Solberg 
continued their Day One fi ght, but 
Wilson was edging ever further away 
from the Norwegian. Hirvonen spun, and 
this put paid to his chances of reeling in 
the leading crews.
 Delighted BP Ford Abu Dhabi 
World Rally Team director Malcolm 
Wilson said: “This sport has a habit of 
producing the unexpected. The last three 
days have been full-on excitement and 
the drama we witnessed takes some 
believing. Jari-Matti displayed great 
maturity. We worked hard with him 
after last season to develop greater 
consistency and maturity, and he 
showed how far he has progressed.”
 Ford of Europe motorsport chief 
Gerard Quinn hailed Ford’s 75th WRC 
win. “Ford is a stalwart supporter of 
world rallying and our 75th victory is a 
landmark achievement.  Ford has won 
with the Escort and we have won with 
the Sierra but it’s fi tting that the Focus, 
our most successful rally car, should 
claim our 75th victory in its fi nal season 
as our WRC challenger.” 
 The WRC moves to Europe for 
the WRC Rally de Portugal from 28 – 30 
May. Don’t miss our coverage!

Final Classifi cation:
01) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila  -    04h 04m 09,8s
02) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassi  +                 02,4s
03) S. Loeb/D. Elena   +                 15,2s
04) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen  +                 21,3s
05) D. Sordo/M. Marti   +                 25,8s
06) M. Wilson/S. Martin  +          03m 26,0s
07) H. Solberg/I. Minor  +          06m 15,3s
08) J. Ketomaa/M. Steerberg  +          10m 19,3s
09) F. Villagra/J. Perez Companc  +          10m 49,8s
10) X. Pons/A. Haro   +          11m 13,4s

Drivers’ Standings:
01) S. Loeb   - 108 pts
02) J-M. Latvala   -   72 pts
03) M. Hirvonen   -   64 pts
04) S. Ogier   -   63 pts
05) P. Solberg   -   53 pts
06) D. Sordo   -   34 pts
07) M. Wilson   -   30 pts
08) H. Solberg   -   24 pts
09) F. Villagra   -   22 pts
10) K. Raikkonen   -   14 pts

Manufacturers’ Standings:
01) Citroen Total WRT   - 156 pts
02) BP Ford Abu Dhabi WRT  - 151 pts
03) Citroen Junior Team  -   75 pts
04) Stobart M-Sport WRT  -   74 pts
05) Munchi’s M-Sport WRT  -   32 pts
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It was Mike Nathan/Rikus Fourie (S4/
N4 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX) who 
claimed overall honours in this past 
weekend’s round of the Western Cape 
Regional Rally Championship. This being 
the fi rst night event in twelve years, 
conditions tested all entrants.
 Ashley Haigh-Smith/Hilton 
Auffray started the event with gunsby 
posting the fastst stage time through 
SS1 in their Class S3/A6 Toyota Corolla 
RXi, winning the 13,57km stage by 
04s. An unfortunate misfi re on SS2 
saw them lose time and drop down the 
leaderboard, and then a crash on SS3 
brought their rally to an abrupt end.
 Thorsten Pey/Mark Palmer 
steered their Winning Business 
Solutions/Forsdicks BMW Tygervalley 
Class S4 E36 BMW 325i to a strong 
second place overall fi nish. This much 
heavier rear-wheel drive rally machine 
was not suited to these wet and muddy 
stages, but driver Pey drove well to 
record an impressive result for the team.
 Having only competed on two 
previous events, Sebastiaan and Daniel 
Klaasen showed their potential by 
not keeping their Class S5/N4 Subaru 
Impreza WRX intact and on the road but 
managed to drive to a third place overall 
fi nish on their night rallying debut. 
 National rally competitors 
Andre Cleenwerck/Carl Peskin entered 
their Class S4/A7 Volkswagen Polo 
and brought the vehicle home in a 

commendable fourth place overall. 
This front-wheel drive Volkswagen Polo 
proved a handful in the muddy stages, 
but Cleenwerck wrestled the car to the 
fi nish.
 Shaun Jones/Ian Thebus 
placed fi fth overall with their smoking 
and steaming Class S5 Volkswagen Golf 
Syncro, while the father-and-son pairing 
of Clinton and Keenan Sassman (Class 
S4 E30 BMW 325i) fi nished sixth overall. 
Hopefully, this is the fi rst of many good 
results.
 As vice-chairman of the CPMCC 
club, title sponsor of the event and 
team manager for 
son Ashley, Andy 
Haigh-Smith asked 
Steven White to fi ll 
the driver’s seat 
alongside Patrick Vermaak in his React 
Martketing Class S2 Mitsubishi Lancer 
GT1600. Despite not rallying in over 
a year, White brought the car home in 
seventh place overall. 
 Andre George/George du Toit 
(Class S3 Flying Fridge Toyota Conquest 
RSi) fi nished eighth overall, and have 
shown to have shaken off the effects of 
their big roll ealier this season. Paul-
Hendrik Franken/Uwe Pey enjoyed the 
reliability of their Class S3 Volkswagen 
Golf CSL to fi nish in ninth place. Howver, 
the pair did hit a rock in the fi nal stage 
and navigator Pey painfully bit through 
his tongue.
 Stefanie and Willem Hugo had 
an enjoyable but frustrating event in 
their recently acquired Wiel/Select Cars 

Class S3/N3 Toyota RunX RSi. Enjoyable 
was the fact that they fi nished tenth 
overall, while frustrating as the car’s 
computer lost most of its performance 
data. Abduraghman Amlay sportingly 
tried to fi x the problem, but could do 
little under the circumstances. 
 West Coast newcomers Divan 
de Goede/Henry Kohne shared the view 
of almost every other competitor that 
night rallying is fantastic fun. Making 
their night debut in their Class S2/N2 
Toyota Corolla Rsi, the youngsters found 
the night event to be a real eye-opening 
experience which they thoroughly 

enjoyed. Another 
sound fi nish 
adding their 
experience level.
 The Western 

Cape Regional Rally Championship is well 
and truly thriving: this weekend’s event 
is a testament to this.
 With soccer dominating the 
next two months round 5 of the Western 
Province Rally Championship will be the 
CCMCC All Tar on 13 - 14 August 2010 
at the Killarney motorsport complex in 
Milnerton.

WCRRC: REACT RALLY
07 - 08 May 2010
Despite some 25mm of rain leading up to the 
event, React Marketing Vlakvlei Night Rally 
competitors could not have enjoyed any better 
weather on the actual night of the event.

NATHAN DOMINANT IN CAPE’S FIRST 
NIGHT RALLY IN 12 YEARS

Story: Patrick Vermaak & Evan Rothman
Pictures: Frank Pey

Final Classifi cation:
01) M. Nathan/R. Fourie  -             45m 25s
02) T. Pey/M. Palmer   +            02m 27s
03) S. Klaasen/D. Klaasen  +            03m 03s
04) A. Cleenwerck/C. Peskin  +            04m 08s
05) S. Jones/I. Thebus   +            05m 22s
06) C. Sassman/K. Sassman  +            06m 21s
07) S. White/P. Vermaak  +            07m 01s
08) A. George/G. Du Toit  +            08m 45s
09) P. Francken/U. Pey   +            09m 29s
10) S. Hugo/W. Hugo   +            09m 42s

“Night rallying is 
fantastic”

Featuring European rally championships, British rally championships, Rally America 
events, international rally results and videos, as well as S2000 and WRC news.

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF RALLYING

        www.rallybuzz.com



VELOCE PUBLISHING
THE PUBLISHERS OF FINE AUTOMOTIVE BOOKS

WIN!WIN! One of fi ve selected 
books from the popular 
“Rally Giants”“Rally Giants” series 
every two weeks.

PLUSPLUS save 25% on Veloce 
Publishing’s Books* when ordered 
directly from www.veloce.co.ukwww.veloce.co.uk by 
quoting “HHrally25” at checkout.

* Offer excludes leather and limited editions, gifts vouchers, 
other coinciding offers and non-Veloce products. P&P extra.

This week’s prize is “RS 
Cosworth” written by 
Graham Robson. 
Question:Question: What is the 
surname of former works 
Mini driver Rauno?
Send your answers to 
evanrothman@gmail.com.evanrothman@gmail.com. 
The winner will be randomly 
chosen from correct entries 
received.



RA: OREGON TRAIL RALLY
14 - 16 May 2010
Tighten the belts and hold on! Round Four of the 
Rally America Championship, is about to go full 
throttle. Teams from across North America have 
begun arriving in Portland to contest the Oregon 
Trail Rally, from 14 - 16 May.

PORTLAND TO TEST MAN AND MACHINE

EVENTS

The Oregon Trail Rally is a three-day 
extreme motorsport event that tests 
driver’s skill and vehicle reliability to the 
limit. Competitors will face the challenge 
of northwest Oregon gravel roads over a 
course that is 192km (115mi) in length. 
 With 65 entries registered 
for the event, this is expected to be 
one of the most spectacular events 
organised by the local Oregon Rally 
Group. “It’s great to have the Rally 
Championship return to Oregon for the 
eleventh straight year”, commented 
event chairman, Matt Tabor. “The 
organising team has worked hard over 
the past year to add some new spectator 
locations and new competition stages 
to this year’s event. We feel confi dent 
that this will be an exciting event for 
spectators and competitors alike.”
 Current Rally America 
Championship point’s leader, Antoine 
L’Estage in the Rock Star Mitsubishi Evo 
X can expect stiff competition from the 
top National and Local drivers at this 
weekend’s event. Subaru Rally Team 
USA driver and X Games BMX legend, 
Dave Mira, will be pushing hard after his 
podium fi nish at last month’s Olympus 
Rally. YouTube Gymkhana driving legend 
Ken Block will bring his new Monster 
World Rally Team 2010 Ford Fiesta to 
Oregon for the fi rst time and will be 
aiming for a win. Multi-disciplined driver, 
Andrew “ACP” Comrie-Picard, will return 
in his NOS Energy Drink Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo thrilling the crowds with his 
driving style. 
 Not to be out shone by the 

more powerfully 4WD cars, current 
Group 2 (2WD) class point leader 
Christopher Duplessis will debut a new 
Scion XD rally car at the Oregon Trail 
Rally.
 Local competitors to watch 
include Doug Heredos in his newly built 
Subaru WRX driving for Open Class 
honors, the mother 
daughter team of 
Janice and Kristen 
Tabor in their 
Acura RSX and 
Glen Wallace in his 
beautifully prepared 1967 Ford Cortina. 
 The Friday Fan Spectacular at 
Portland International Raceway (PIR) 
begins at 6pm with a Parc Expose 
(car display) where fans can view the 
competition cars up close and talk with 
the drivers. It is followed by a series 
of timed competitive special stages 
specifi cally designed for spectator 
viewing.
 Saturday morning starts with 
another Parc Expose at 10 am in The 
Dalles (2600 W. 6th St., immediately 
off of I-84 exit 83). At 11am the cars 
will leave at one-minute intervals and 
head out to the forest stages which 
includes the spectator favorite at Fir 
Mountain. Rally fans in Oregon are 
familiar with this Hood River site, and 
1 000 fans packed the hillside last year. 
Special parking and shuttles are being 
implemented this year so that fans don’t 
have to hike the 1,6km to the spectator 
location. Oregon Trail Rally sponsor, Dick 
Hannah Subaru, is graciously providing 
free hot dogs to fans at spectator 
locations over the weekend.
 After a service stop back in The 

Dalles the show moves out to the Dufur 
area (15 miles south of The Dalles). A 
rally car service area will be set up in 
the City Park, with spectating venues 
nearby. At the service areas, teams 
refuel and make necessary repairs to 
their cars. The service areas are open to 
the public and are similar to being in the 

pits at a circuit 
track race. Take a 
walk through the 
service area and 
you will see the 
mechanics work 

on the cars under time restrictions. The 
top teams can change a transmission 
and get a car back on the road within 20 
minutes. Saturday’s action concludes in 
downtown Dufur at 7:30pm with a “Rally 
Street Party & Barbeque” in the city park 
open to all rally fans.
 On Sunday, teams return to 
Dufur, with breakfast at the high school 
on Court St. from 7:30 to 10:30 am, 
which will benefi t the Dufur Schools 
Activity Fund. The breakfast is open to 
the public to come meet the rally teams 
and enjoy a warm morning meal, while 
raising money for a great cause. The 
motorsport action continues around the 
Dufur area all day, with the champions 
taking the podium on Dufur’s Main 
Street around 4pm.

Story: www.oregontrailrally.com
Pictures: Tim Williams/Rally America

“One of the most 
spectacular 
events”



EVENTS

Coffs Coast Rally plays host to 
Round Three of the Australian Rally 
Championship (ARC), and is contested 
over three days of challenging stage 
kilometres.
 With an endurance concept 
in mind, the organisers’ of this year’s 
edition have extended the rally’s stage 
distance. The total distance for the event 
competitors will be 694,00km, with 
292,99km being timed stages. This will 
be split into 22 stages.
 For 2010, the organisers boast 
that they have a completely new route, 
with roads never having been used 
before for rallying making up the route. 
Traditional forest roads in Australia... 
rally heaven, I reckon!
 Excitingly, it is Team Hyundai 
Rallye’s fi rst outing in a national rally 
this weekend. Using an i30 diesel model, 
the team hopes to set the cat among the 
pigeons at Coffs Coast Rally.
 The Team Hyundai Rallye 
completed testing on the car last week 

in Canberra, with former Australian 
Rally Championship Driver Rick Bates. 
“Rick provided some valuable set up 
information, and feedback on the 
handling of the car. We are pleased with 
what we’ve learnt about the car,” said 
team driver Mick Gillett. “We didn’t take 
a backward step all day, the car just 
continued to improve with each minor 
adjustment.”
 Whilst the crew has many years 
worth of rallying 
experience between 
them, this is their 
fi rst event in a diesel 
car and thus will be 
treated as a learning 
experience. “We 
are looking forward 
to seeing what the 
i30 can do. We’ve 
still got plenty to learn about the car, 
but it’s an exciting opportunity to see 
what a diesel can do in this format of 
motorsport.”
 The next step for the crew is 
to get the i30 to Coffs Harbour for their 
fi rst Australian Rally Championship 

event. 
 “The i30 will be very strong 
in this event, but we have to pace 
ourselves to make sure we get to the 
end of such a long event.”
 “The event has great roads, 
some new ideas and will present a 
fantastic challenge. It really is a credit 
to the Coffs Harbour District Sporting 
Car Club that they have put their efforts 
behind such a great event.” Said co-

driver, Harvey Smith, 
who – as well as 
Gillett – grew up in 
Coffs Harbour. “We 
are so excited to be 
coming home!”
 For most 
people, the fi rst 
chance to see the i30 
in action will be on 

Friday 14th May at the Coffs Harbour 
showground. Spectators will have the 
opportunity to see all the cars in action, 
as well as seeing the crews undertake 
servicing at the showground.

ARC: COFFS COAST RALLY
14 - 16 May 2010
The fi rst diesel car to tackle the Australian Rally 
Championship in the modern era is all set to go for 
the Coffs Coast Rally this weekend.

FIRST RALLY FOR HYUNDAI i30 IN ARC 

Story: Evan Rothman
Picture: Team Hyundai Rallye

“New route, 
with roads 
never having 
been used for 
rallying”




