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the world’s latest rally news



Kankkunen renews old acquaintances
Juha Kankkunen will be re-united with two sounds synonymous 
with the early and mid-part of his hugely successful rallying 
career in Portugal this week, reported www.WRC.com.
 The fi rst will be the glorious noise of the two-litre Ford 
engine powering him along the Saturday and Sunday stages of 
this week’s sixth round of the World Rally Championship. And 
the second will be the voice keeping him on the right road, as 
Kankkunen is joined for his return to the sport by Welshman 
Nicky Grist, who co-drove for him between 1993 and 1996.
 Kankkunen will drive a Ford Escort Mk II, the same 
kind of car in which he made his debut in the WRC on the 1979 
1,000 Lakes Rally (now known as Rally Finland). That event 
would be Kankkunen’s one and only WRC outing in an Escort 
Mk II. Despite this being his debut, he certainly left him mark 
on his homeland and on his Escort - rolling the car but still 
making 14th overall and second in class.
 Kankkunen has started the Rally of Portugal 12 times, 
but he wasn’t an overnight success on Europe’s westernmost 
round of the series.
 After his fi rst outing in 1984, it was six years later 
before he reached the podium. His fi rst win came in 1992 in 
a Lancia Delta HF Integrale. That win kickstarted a strong run 
in Portugal; he won again the next time he was on the event 
- with Grist alongside him in a Toyota Celica Turbo 4WD - and 
then fi nished second in 1995. Kankkunen hasn’t competed on 
Portugal’s round of the WRC since 2000.
 Up to 20 cars (all two-wheel drive and built before 
1982) will start the Rally of Portugal Revival. The competition 
will start on the fi rst superspecial stage on Thursday evening, 
where the cars will run ahead of the main WRC fi eld. The crews 
will then recce the Almodôvar, Vascão, S. Brás de Alportel, 
Felizes and Loulé stages. The Revival cars will compete on the 
weekend stages after the WRC drivers have been through the 
fi rst time and before they return for their second loop.
 The Rally of Portugal Revival ends on the fi nal 
superspecial on Sunday afternoon, where the older cars will 
run in front of the world championship fi eld.
- © 2010 NORTH ONE SPORT LIMITED.

Team manager backs Sebastien Ogier 
for Portuguese podium
The manager of the Citroen Junior team has tipped Sebastien 
Ogier for a podium in Rally de Portugal this week, after 
acknowledging the Frenchman has surpassed the team’s 
expectations, reported www.wrc.com.
 Ogier and co-driver Julien Ingrassia fi nished second 
on Rally New Zealand three weeks ago - equalling the previous 
best WRC result they secured on the 2009 Acropolis Rally.
Ogier will start Rally de Portugal lying fourth in the FIA drivers’ 
championship standings, ahead of many more experienced 
WRC drivers. But according to Benoit Nogier, Citroen Junior 
team manager, Ogier is not letting the pressure of expectation 
get to him.
 “Sebastien needs to stay on track and stay cool,” said 
Nogier. “Despite his recent results, he has certainly never let 
success go to his head and that is a crucial attitude he must 
preserve. It’s important to keep a clear view on everything and 
while Sebastien still has a lot to learn, it would seemingly not 
be too presumptuous to aim for a podium in Portugal.
 “His goal at the start of the rally will be to fi ght with 
the four factory drivers. We’re clearly somewhat ahead of the 
plan we established at the start of the year, but the mission is 
by no means completely accomplished. Sebastien needs to get 
to the end of a rally now with no mistakes,” he added.
 Ogier, who hit a tree in Portugal in 2009, said that 

NEWS

while another top three fi nish was in his sights, an error-free 
rally was his top priority.
 “We’re going to stick with the same plan we’ve had 
since the beginning of the season,” explained Sebastien. “Even 
though this is a rally that I know a bit about already, we need 
to make sure that there are no mistakes in Portugal and that 
we rack up the kilometres. It will be a great achievement if we 
can fi ght for a podium again. Starting the fi rst day fourth on 
the road should be quite a good position for us.”
- © 2010 NORTH ONE SPORT LIMITED.

Paolo Andreucci prepared for tough 
fi ght with IRC regulars in Italy
Paolo Andreucci fears that his knowledge of the stages won’t 
be enough to stave off the threat posed by the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge regulars on Rally d’Italia-Sardegna next week. 
 Andreucci will drive a Peugeot Sport Italia 207 Super 
2000 on the gravel event, round fi ve of the 12-event IRC 
series, where his main opposition will include factory Skoda 
drivers Juho Hanninen and Jan Kopecky, plus fellow Peugeot 
runners Kris Meeke and Sebastien Ogier. 
 “I’m really excited by this rally, but I know that it’s 
going to be very tough as there will be so many good drivers,” 
said the four-time Italian rally champion, who will be starting 
his fi rst IRC event of 2010. “For me, to be honest, I think a 
podium will be diffi cult. But I would like to fi nish in the top fi ve 
though and that is what I will be aiming for.” 
 The 45-year-old continued: “I know some of the 
stages well and some I don’t know at all. The stages I know I 
like a lot: they are very tricky though, because there are lots 
of little things that can catch you out. I’ve done the [Sardinia-
based] Costa Smeralda Rally every year, but I haven’t done the 
WRC event stages since 2004, when I did the rally in a Super 
1600 Punto.”
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Ypres organisers target 30 S2000 
crews for June’s Belgium event
Organisers of the Geko Ypres Rally, round six of the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge from 24-26 June, are hopeful 
of attracting 30 Super 2000 cars for the asphalt event. 

With a little more than two weeks to go until entries close for 
the 46th running of the rally, event manager Alain Penasse has 
confi rmed there are already 27 S2000 cars on the provisional 
list of registrations with more in the pipeline. 

“There is huge interest and it’s high quality also, which makes 
this a very exciting rally,” said Penasse. “We have 27 Super 
2000 cars and we’d very much like to breach the barrier of 30 
cars, which would be the fi rst time a rally has achieved that.” 

So far, 76 crews have entered the Belgian event, which can 
accommodate a total of 90 cars. Entries close at 24:00hrs 
on 11 June and organisers are urging competitors not to 
delay submitting their registrations based on the high level of 
interest.
- Credit: www.ircseries.com

Gassner Jnr hopes for success in 
Portugal in P-WRC category
Red Bull-backed driver Hermann Gassner Jr is determined to 
score a top fi ve fi nish in the Group N category on his return 
to the World Rally Championship in Portugal this weekend. In 



order to give himself every chance of doing well, he has driven 
his own reconnaissance car from his home in Germany to the 
rally base in Faro.
 The 21-year-old completed the 2,800-kilometre trip 
because he felt it would boost his chances of a strong result 
on the demanding gravel event, which marks his return to the 
WRC for the fi rst time since Rally Sweden in February at the 
wheel of his Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX.
 “I wanted to have my recce car with me rather than 
using a hire car, which would not be so good and would have 
got me into trouble with the hire car company if I had used it 
to drive through the gravel stages,” said Gassner Jr. “Driving 
my own recce car to Portugal was the best option for me but I 
arrived a day early because I did not want to be late.”
 Gassner Jr, who is co-driven by fellow German 
Katherina Wustenhagen, is no stranger to Portugal’s abrasive 
gravel stages. He tackled the event for the fi rst time in 2009, 
fi nishing fourth in class in a heroic 12th overall.
 “I am targeting a top fi ve fi nish in Group N but I 
believe a podium is defi nitely possible although I am not sure 
how quick some of the local drivers will be,” said Gassner. “It’s 
a very hard rally because there are fast and slow sections and 
we knew from last year that the surface is very hard for the 
tyres. But it was earlier in the year then and not so hot. Now it 
is the end of May and the temperatures will be even higher so 
I expect there to be more problems.”
 Gassner Jr’s last competitive outing on gravel 
was on Rally Great Britain in October 2009. In order to get 
acclimatised to driving on loose stage conditions once again, 
he covered approximately 150 kilometres during a test in 
Austria last week in his Lancer, which is prepared by Raimund 
Baumschlager’s BRR operation.
 “We got some time in the car, which was important 
after a long time not being able to drive,” said Gassner Jr. 
“With the running we’ll get during the pre-event shakedown
we will be ready for the rally, no problem.”
 His team boss, multiple Austrian champion Raimund 
Baumschlager agreed. “Hermann is an extremely determined 
and talented young man,” he said. “His only handicap is his 
lack of experience, but you only build this up through driving
regularly.”
- Credit: www.redbullrally.com

NEWS

Dominick Unterberger enjoyed his 
WRC debut in Rall New Zealand
After a massive effort by his Excelsior Rallysport Team, Nelson 
rally driver Dominick Unterberger was full of smiles as he 
drove his GO FAST! Subaru Impreza onto the Finish Ramp in 
the Viaduct Harbour in 28th place, to successfully complete the 
40th Rally New Zealand, which ended on 09 Sunday May.
 This was a huge experience for the team as it was 
their fi rst opportunity to participate in a round of the World 
Rally Championship [WRC] and New Zealand was the 5th 
round of the 2010 series. 
 “It really was fantastic to be part of such a prestigious 
event,” said Dominick, “and to be using our world renowned 
roads at the same time as the world’s best, was awesome.”
 The team had worked long and hard getting the car 
repaired and ready, after the rally-ending incident at Otago 
less than 4 weeks before.
 So, as a result of all that help and support, Dom was 
feeling happy heading into Day One, starting 45th in the 54 
car fi eld.
 After the nine stages that made up the day - totaling 

Basil Read/bizhub Ford Rally Team 
ready for Rally of South Africa
The forests around Warburton and Panbult are set to witness 
the re-introduction of the Basil Read/bizhub Ford Fiesta S2000 
when the Rally of South Africa gets underway from Ermelo.
 The fourth round of the Sasol South African Rally 
Championship is not for the faint-hearted but the double 
Production Car champions Charl Wilken and Greg Godrich are 
well prepared after a number of productive test sessions since 
the M-Sport built Fiesta arrived in late April.
 “We’ve done a number of tests to get used to the 
car but no matter how well I think we’re doing, nothing 
beats benchmarking yourself in the heat of competition”, 
says Wilken. “You can’t get away from the fact that we’ve 
done 100km of special stages in the past ten months, while 
everyone else has done around 800km and you can’t beat seat 
time to stay sharp”.
 “We know the Fiesta is a brilliant car and expectations 
from our sponsors and the public will be high. Although we 
set some good stage times in Natal earlier this year, everyone 
has gone a lot quicker as the season has progressed”, Wilken 
continued. “I hope we can run consistently in the top fi ve 
to start with. We will be more in tune with the car ahead of 
the Rally of South Africa than we were before the fi rst round 
thanks to more seat time. Whatever happens, the whole Basil 
Read/bizhub Ford team is really excited to be back”.
 Wilken feels that stage three, the notorious 56 km 
long Jessievale and fully 35% of the total rally mileage will be 
the make or break stage of the rally. “It’s a diffi cult situation 

159 kms - the team were 40th and followed that up by moving 
up to 34th after Day Two’s 8 high-speed tests - a further 
150kms.
 “All in all the fi rst two days went extremely well, 
steadily increasing our pace and regaining my confi dence,” said 
Dominick.
 “Getting used to writing our own [pace] notes proved 
to be quite a challenge, and is something we will need to 
continue to improve and develop.”
 Sunday’s third and fi nal day contained just four stages 
near Raglan - and what a four they proved to be.
 Te Hutewai and Whaanga Coast (both run twice) are 
now fi rmly established as legendary in the WRC and, yet again, 
decided the outcome of the rally, with the lead changing right 
up until the fi nal few corners.
 The titanic struggle at the front of the fi eld was 
incident-packed, and the mayhem continued for many others 
further down the fi eld as well, with 7 cars retiring on Whaanga 
Coast alone.
 Dom and Co-driver Sarah Coatsworth negotiated 
these iconic stages safely, although they were forced to stop 
and help one of these ‘crashed’ crews whose stranded car was 
blocking the road near the end of the stage, which let them to 
being given an assessed time by the rally organisers.
 “So, all in all, I am very happy to have successfully 
completed my fi rst WRC event, and particularly enjoyed 
getting some quality time behind the wheel and learning more 
about the car.
 “With only a few small things to do before Whangarei 
[the other international rally on the NZ calendar this year in 
early July] we can spend most of our time planning rather than 
rebuilding, and really looking forward to going back up north to 
further test ourselves and hone our skills.”
- Credit: www.chrissport.co.nz.



to be in; it’s a tossup between going fl at out and hope the 
car holds together or take a more cautious approach and risk 
losing a lot of time. That’s always been the equation but now, 
at the pace the front runners set, I think there’s no choice but 
to go hard the whole way”.
 “It’s diffi cult to predict where we will fi t in nor what to 
expect. From what I’ve seen, Volkswagen has taken a big jump 
in performance this year, while Toyota seems to have stayed 
where they were last year. Conrad is quick as we’ve seen. It’s 
going to be a thrilling two days”, Wilken concluded.
 “The roads are usually in quite a good condition. The 
stages are not as challenging as those in the Tzaneen forests, 
but it’s more of a challenge than say the Volkswagen Rally 
stages in the Longmore Forest”, co-driver, Greg Godrich said.
 He added: “They are fairly fast, sometimes scarily 
fast, especially the last part of Jessievale. There are probably 
1500 to 2000 instructions I need to call in that stage alone and 
by the end, both driver and co-driver are exhausted!” Godrich 
said of the longest stage in South African rallying.
 “There is a lot of pressure on the team but both Charl 
and I are used to pressure so it doesn’t get to us. I can’t wait 
to climb back in the Fiesta”, Godrich said.
 The Rally of South Africa starts in Ermelo at noon on 
Friday, 28th May and takes in three stages around Warburton.  
Eight stages in the Panbult district are the meat of the rally on 
Saturday, which ends with two runs over the gravel-surfaced 
SuperSpecial stage on the outskirts of Ermelo.
- Credit: Flip Wilken Communications Management

Early penalty costs Hall South 
Australian event victory
It was a bitter-sweet start to the South Australian Rally 
Championship (SARC) campaign of Mitchell Hall last weekend 
at the ASP/Cut Price Adelaide Hills Tarmac Rally after a 
2minute time penalty cost the Fusion Motorsport team the win 
after only the fi rst Stage of the event which doubled as Round 
One of the SARC.
 After weeks of preparation Hall and Queensland 
based Co driver Janah Mclean went into the event confi dent 
that their Subaru Impreza, which in 2009 was plagued with 
mechanical issues, was in good form but unfortunately it was a 
reconnaissance pace noting error which dashed the dreams of 
their fi rst ever SARC win.
 The penalty came as a result of coming in one lap 
early on the fi rst stage of the event, the Super Special Stage 
at Mallala Raceway and the pair were visibly devastated as 
they realised the error only seconds after leaving the track. “It 
was a simple pace noting mistake which has cost us dearly” 
said Hall who would have fi nished the event with a healthy 20 
second lead had the penalty not been in play.
 Despite their frustration Hall and Mclean were able 
to pick themselves up and reassess their goals going into the 
Special Stages on Saturday. “With the competition out there 
we knew that there was no chance we could recover the 2 
minutes we’d lost on Friday with only 70km of competitive 
stages on Saturday, so we decided our new focus would be to 
go out there and push hard not only the car but also ourselves 
after a year of next to no competition” continued Hall.
 Obviously the pair found the motivation required, not 
only moving from 57th to 24th position in the overall standings 
of the event on Saturday but also fi nishing the days stages 
20 seconds ahead of the next fi nishing SARC crew of Simon 
and Tasman Orme and taking home points for 6th place in the 
SARC standings, no mean feat from a young crew in a car that 
is now 12 years old and running a full gravel set up other than 
its Toyo race tyres.
 “All in all it was a fantastic result after not fi nishing a 
single event in 2009 without problems. We found good speed 
early in the day and as always we worked extremely well in 
the car together. There is absolutely no room for error at the 
speeds we were reaching on the afternoon stages and so now 
we can be confi dent that we can maintain a solid pace as we 
go into the next round of the Championship at Rally South 
Australia next month” concluded Hall.
 The next round of the 2010 South Australian Rally 
Championship is Scouts Rally SA which will take place from 
June 25-27 in and around the beautiful Barossa Valley, 
Adelaide Hills and Mt Barker regions.
- Credit: Janah McLean / SARC Media
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Dave Weston Junior given the green 
light for four IRC rounds
Dave Weston Junior’s preparations for the Jim Clark have been 
given a huge boost by the news that he will be adding four 
rounds of the Intercontinental Rally Challenge to his 2010 
calendar, reported www.rallybuzz.com.
 The news was confi rmed just as Dave made his 
fi nal preparations for the third round of the British Rally 
Championship this weekend, the Jim Clark International Rally 
in Scotland.
 “We will contest Ypres in June, Barum in August, 
Cyprus in November, and of course our home round, Scotland 
in October,” said Dave. “On top of that we’re also still hoping 
to contest WRC Spain in October and Wales Rally GB in 
November.
 “It’s always been our intention to contest some IRC 
and WRC this year for experience, but our accident on the 
Pirelli last month obviously dented our budget slightly so 
I wasn’t sure how things would pan out. I’ve got to thank 
Prodrive for this opportunity, they have helped us massively 
after the Pirelli to get the car ready for the Jim Clark, and 
will be providing additional support to run my car on the IRC 
rounds.”
 In terms of this weekend’s Jim Clark event, the 19-
year-old from Aberdeen is armed with a fully repaired Subaru 
Impreza N2010, and can’t wait to get onto the stages in his 
home land, Scotland.
 “The last time I rallied in Scotland was on the 
Border Counties, and we won that,” said Dave. “I’ll be doing 
everything I can to get the same result on the Jim Clark. After 
taking second overall on the Bulldog leaving me second in 
the championship, it was devastating to roll out of the Pirelli 
and fall down to tenth in the BRC points on the Pirelli. We’re 
out for a good points haul this weekend to get back up the 
championship points list.
 “We had a great test in the car last week, so I feel 
well prepared. Geoff Jones helped me with the test and was 
fantastic, he’s really helped me get the car fi ne tuned and to 
a setting that really suits me. We tested in Bala and did a lot 
of mileage to work on the suspension because I wasn’t happy 
with the handling of the car on the Manx Telecom Rally which 
we had used as an asphalt test. I’ve now moved on to Ohlins 
latest suspension because they have been doing a lot of test 
and development work with Prodrive. The car was kicking out  
over bumpy stuff, but we have transformed that now and the 
car is in top asphalt spec as we head to Scotland.”
 Dave and his co-driver Ieuan Thomas are seeded at 
number six on the entry list in their Ramsport-run car. The 
event which begins on Friday evening, before a full day’s 
rallying on Saturday.
- Credit: www.rallybuzz.com

HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS granted 
offi cial WRC Media Accreditation
For the World Rally Championships’ sixth round, the Vodafone 
Rallye de Portugal, your favourite free weekly eMagazine has 
been granted offi cial Media Accreditation for this event.
 A fi rst for this publication, it signals our serious intent 
to porduce and offer an enjoyable and informative weekly 
read, as well as offering you the awe-inspiring photography 
from the event courtesy of our talented photojournalist Eva 
Kovkova.
 Don’t miss next week’s issue of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS to drool over our exclusive pictures of the event, as 
well as our event review and report from Portugal.
 In the meantime, please vist our blog at:
http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com.
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The young German duo of Christian 
Riedemann and Josefi ne Corinn Beinke 
are entering their 
fi rst World Rally 
Championship (WRC) 
event in their rally 
career this weekend. 
 Christian 
Riedemann, a talented 
and young driver, had 
a successful 2009 in a Citroen C2R2 in 
Germany. For 2010 he is stepping up the 
world stage of rallying to participate in 
the highly competitive Fiesta Sporting 
Trophy International (FSTi). His co-
driver, Josefi ne Corinn Beinke, one of 
the youngest females at this level of the 
sport and familiar to regular readers of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS, will read 
the notes for Riedemann in his 2010 
campaign.
 A test in April showed that our 
Ford Fiesta R2 was competitive. The 
engine works well; there was a problem 
with the car’s brakes, but this has since 
been resolved. We competed in the 
Rallye Sulinger Land, at the beginning 
of May, and it was the fi rst time that I 
competed with Riedemann. We did not 
aim for top fi ve stage times, but we 
managed to set two fastest stage times! 
After 11 of the event’s 13 stages, we 
were placed third overall. Unfortunately, 
the car’s engine stopped on the open 
section on the way to SS12, ending this 
exciting weekend. It is better to have 
stopped in this “dress rehearsal” for 
Portugal than in the Rallye de Portugal.
 Looking forward to the 
Vodafone Rallye de Portugal, it will be 
the fi rst WRC event for us. As entrants 
in the Fiesta Sport Trophy International 
Christian Reidemann and I are looking to 
score points for the FSTi championship 

in this weekend. We could not test on 
tarmac before the rally, so it will be the 
fi rst time this week that we drive the car 
on the rough tarmac roads of the Rallye 
de Portugal. 

 “We do not know our 
rivals yet and do not 
know how fast they are; 
we have to see!” said 
Christian before the rally. 
“The most important 
point, and ambition as 
well, is to fi nish the 

rally and to gain a lot of experience,” 
concluded Josefi ne.

HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS supports Josefi ne 
Corinn Beinke as part of our “Ladies in Rallying” 
campaign, and for this week, we are delighted to 
bring you this article from Josefi ne.

TEAM REIDEMANN/BEINKE TAKE ON 
PORTUGAL’S ROUGH RALLY ROADS

Story: Josefi ne Corinn Beinke
Pictures: Supplied

“Onto the 
world stage 
of rallying 
for 2010”

Josefi ne Corinn Beinke
D.O.B: 1 June 1992 
Nationality: German

Career highlights:
Competed for the last three years in the 
Masters’ and Historic Rally Championship as 
co-driver.

Christian Riedemann
D.O.B: 27 August 1987
Nationality: German
Place of birth: Sulingen
Lives: Sulingen
Marital status: Single
First rally: Rallye Oberland - Suzuki Ignis 2006

Career highlights: 
• 2009: 1st - ADAC Rallye Junior Cup Germany
• 2009: 2nd - ADAC Rallye Masters Germany
• 2008: 7th - German Rally Championship
• 2007: 2nd - Suzuki Rallye Cup Germany 
• 2007: 2nd - ADAC Rallye Junior Cup Germany
• 2006: Suzuki Rallye Cup Germany

Fiesta Sporting Trophy International (FSTi):
2010 Calendar - only 5 of 7 events count for points
01) Turkey:  16 - 18 April 2010
02) Portugal:  28 - 30 May 2010
03) Finland: 28 - 31 July 2010
04) Germany: 20 - 22 August 2010
05) France:  01 - 03 October 2010
06) Spain:  22 - 24 October 2010
07) Great Britain: 11 - 14 November 2010

About the FSTi:
M-Sport established the one-make championship 
in 2006 and, while the general concept remains 
the same, the improvements made in 2009 to the 
incentive package and scoring system have been 
carried over into 2010.
 The prize for the championship winner will 
be an all-expenses-paid test in the newly developed 
Fiesta S2000 with Ford factory driver Mikko Hirvonen, 
with the chance to discuss the test with the fl ying Finn 
and M-Sport Managing Director Malcolm Wilson OBE.
 For 2010, the FST concept will use the 
fi ve-speed Fiesta R2 rally car, which is based on the 
Ford Fiesta Sport using the 1.6L Ti-Vct 120PS (1598cc) 
base engine as in regular production. It is built from 
a standard conversion kit developed by M-Sport and 
is regularly taking class wins in the WRC. The GpN 
Fiesta ST will also be eligible for the championship; it 
has proven to be a reliable and competitive rally car, 
a fact reinforced by nearly 300 current owners in 27 
countries around the world.
 Of the seven counting rounds, the 
best points from fi ve rounds will count towards the 
championship standings. This will allow those drivers 
who have completed the full season to drop any low 
scores, but will also assist those drivers who are 
only able to compete on an event-by-event basis to 
score highly overall if they achieve good results on 
occasional rallies.
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Rally Hokkaido was a battle of top 
speeds this weekend, thrilling the many 
thousands of rally enthusiasts lining 
the 18 stages for this the second round 
of the Asia-Pacifi c Rally Championship 
(APRC).
 With the fast but fl owing nature 
of this event’s roads, the rally proved to 
be exhausting not only for the drivers 
and co-drivers but for 
the cars too.
 Topping 
the timesheets 
after the 18 stages 
and 946,49km of 
rally action, was Katsu Taguchi and 
Chris Murphy in their Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution X, making it his second APRC 
victory this year after he won in Malaysia 
last month.
 A total of 12 crews retired over 
the weekend, including the Proton R3 
Rally Team crews of Alister McRae and 
Chris Atkinson.
 Alister McRae, piloting his 
Proton Satria Neo S2000, was able to 
claim valuable points after setting fastest 
stage times before his mechanical 
retirement after SS6. Team-mate 
Atkinson was lying in fi fth place overall 
until he too was struck with mechanical 
woes after SS5 and was forced to retire. 
Atkinson did, however, restart the rally 
under SupeRally regulations on Day Two, 
but frustratingly retired before the fi nish 
of the event.
 It was Toshi Arai who claimed 
the overall win this weekend in his 
Subaru Impreza WRX STi, but he did not 
score any APRC points.
 In second place in the APRC 
classifi cation (and only nine seconds 

off Taguchi’s pace) were Hiroshi 
Yanagisawa/Yamasawa Nakahara 
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X).
 Third place overall went to 
Indian rally driver Gaurav Gill and co-
driver Glen MacNeall (Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution X), after they were leading on 
Day One. Unfortunately, the pairing hit 
a snow marker and damaged their rear 
suspension, and the pairing were lucky 
to make it to the end of the rally.
 Yuya Sumiyama was fourth in 

the second Cusco-
backed Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution X, 
with wildcard entry 
Fuyuhiko Takahashi 
(Subaru Impreza WRX 

STi)fi fth. After not fi nishing in Malaysia, 
Tomohide Hasegawa secured points and 
fi fth place in the Asia Cup.
 The next event on the FIA 
Asia-Pacifi c Rally Championship calendar 
is the International Rally of Whangarei 
(taking place in New Zealand on 3 – 4 
July). Based in Whangarei, north of 
Auckland, the third round of this year’s 
FIA Asia-Pacifi c Rally Championship 
is always a fi rm favourite among the 
drivers. The heavily cambered, fast 
fl owing gravel roads that surrounds 
the rally’s base in New Zealand’s 
northernmost city are nothing short of 
awe-inspiring.

APRC: RALLY HOKKAIDO
21 - 23 May 2010
With long straight after long straight, drivers 
pinned their car’s accelerators fl at to the fl oor to 
squeeze every last kilowatt of power out of their 
car’s engines. 

SECOND WIN IN 2010 FOR TAGUCHI

Story: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Rally Hokkaido and Proton

“A battle of 
top speeds in 
Hokkaido”

Overall APRC Classifi cation: 
01) K. Taguchi/C. Murphy
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X     -  02h 08m 26,3s 
02) H. Yanagisawa/Y. Nakahara 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X      +              09,0s 
03) G. Gill/G. MacNeall 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X      +       02m 54,5s 
04) Y. Sumiyama/N. Kase 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X      +       04m 24,4s
05) F. Takahashi/M. Nakamura 
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi            +       18m 59,2s
06) T. Hasegawa/N. Hara
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi            +       39m 10,0s

Drivers’ Standings:
01) K. Taguchi - 76 pts
02) G. Gill  - 40 pts
03) H. Yanagisawa - 26 pts
04) R. Sungkar - 20 pts
05) Y. Sumiyama - 16 pts
06) C. Atkinson - 15 pts
=07) A. McRae - 10 pts
=07) F. Takahashi - 10 pts
08) S. Ito  - 01 pt

Manufacturers’ Standings:
01) Mitsubishi - 76 pts
02) Subaru  - 30 pts
03) Proton  - 22 pts

YouTube video link: Rally Hokkaido SS2
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP_TBYH1EH8

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP_TBYH1EH8
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Privateers Chris Visser and Japie 
Badenhorst withstood all the pressure 
the two factory entrants could throw at 
them to win 
the Atlas Copco 
Sugarbelt 400 
this weekend, 
the third round 
of the ABSA Off 
Road Racing 
Championship.
 Visser/Badenhorst (RFS/
Visser Transport Toyota Hilux) fi nished 
01m 06s ahead of reigning drivers’ 
champion Duncan Vos and Rob Howie 
(Team Castrol Toyota Hilux) to secure 
their second overall and SP Class victory 
of the season. A second Team Castrol 
Toyota Hilux in the hands of Anthony 
Taylor/Robin Houghton took the fi nal 
place on the podium. The second works 

Toyota Hilux fi nished just over 05min 
behind Vos/Howie.
 After claiming the win in the 
Donaldson Prologue, Visser/Badenhorst 
declared their race-winning intentions to 
all crews, but the factory Toyota Hiluxes 

were hot on their 
heels. 
 Visser/
Badenhorst fi rst 
came under 
pressure from 
Taylor/Houghton 
on the fi rst of the 

three loops that made up the race. A 
broken brake pipe cost the Toyota crew 
05min extra in the service area, and 
that effectively ended their challenge 
for victory. The chase was taken up 
by Vos/Howie, who then identifi ed two 
overtaking areas. They fl uffed the fi rst 
attempt and were not close enough at 
the second to apply any pressure. “With 
all the dust we weren’t close enough,” 

said Vos. “All we could hope for was a 
mistake from Chris and Japie but they 
held it all together.”
 Local favourites Neil Woolridge/
Kenny Skjoldhammer (Ford Racing 
Ranger TDCi) came up with a workman-
like race to fi nish fourth. 
 The top fi ve was rounded out 
by Alfi e Cox and German co-driver 
Jurgen Schroder (PS Laser Nissan 
Navara). The Navara was originally 
built for this year’s Dakar Rally with 
Cox and Schroder not eligible to score 
points towards the Championship.Cox/
Schroder were followed home by former 
champions Hannes Grobler/Hennie ter 
Stege (RFS Toyota Hilux), who came up 
with a superb drive to rescue valuable 
championship points. The pair went into 
the race leading the championship, but 
a mishap on the Donaldson Prologue 
stage saw them start 12min behind the 
leaders.
 Michael Whitehouse/Mathew 

SANORRC: SUGARBELT 400
21 - 22 May 2010
Taking the overall win this weekend was the RFS/
Visser Transport Toyota Hilux of Chris Visser 
and Japie Badenhorst, while the Special Vehicle 
Category was won by Shameer Variawa and 
Siegfried Rousseau (Total Motorsport Porter) in 
this weekend’s Atlas Copco Sugarbelt 400.

TOYOTAS TOPS IN SUGARBELT 400

Story: www.saoffroadracing.co.za
Pictures: Motorpics

“The drivers 
relished in the 
cambered corners 
to attack them.”



EVENTS

Production Vehicle Overall Classifi cation:
01) C. Visser/J. Badenhorst
       Toyota Hilux  -       05h 59m 17s
02) D. Vos/R. Howie
       Toyota Hilux  +            01m 06s
03) A. Taylor/R. Houghton
       Toyota Hilux  +            06m 25s
04) N. Woolridge/K. Skjoldhammer
       Ford Ranger TDCi  +            07m 52s
05) A. Cox/J. Schroeder
       Nissan Navara  +            09m 02s
06) H. Grobler/H. Ter Stege
       Toyota Hilux  +            14m 35s
07) M. Whitehouse/M. Carlson
       Nissan Navara  +            17m 31s
08) C. Du Plooy/H. J. Van Vuuren
       Toyota Hilux  +            25m 10s
09) R. Bezuidenhout/M. Bezuidenhout
       Toyota Hilux  +            31m 12s
10) T. Marsh/B. Carolin
       Nissan Navara  +            44m 34s

Special Vehicle Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Variawa/S. Rosseau
       Porter   -      06h 05m 27s
02) K-H. Sullwald/Q. Sullwald
       BAT   +            02m 21s
03) E. Hutchison/A. Bergmann
       BAT   +            07m 48s
04) L. Tretheway/R. Horner
       BAT   +            12m 05s
05) J. Bezuidenhout/D. Bezuidenhout
       Adenco BAT  +            20m 28s
06) M. Corbett/R. Balzer
       Century CR3  +            29m 47s
07) J. Telford/J. Swart
       BAT   +            56m 16s
08) R. Schilling/C. Davies
       Aceco   +            58m 50s
09) N. Harper/R. Harper
       BAT   +            59m 29s
10) J. Zahoz/S. Coetzee
       Porter PRC  +     01h 06m 57s

Carlson kept their impressive fi nish 
record intact with seventh place in the 
Regent Racing Nissan Navara. Christiaan 
du Plooy jnr/Henk Janse van Vuuren 
(RFS Toyota Hilux) completed the top 
eight.
 Dewald van Breda/Johann du 
Toit took the Class D win in their new 
Northam Toyota Hilux, with the car 
having its fi rst outing in what is a new 
category. It was their second success 
of the season after a win on the Adenco 
400.
 The Class E honours went to 
Pikkie Labuschagne/Rikus Erasmus 
(4x4 Megaworld Toyota Hilux). 
Labuschagne/Erasmus were given a 
run for their money by local teenager 
Lance Woolridge, son of Neil, and Ward 
Huxtable, in a Ford Racing Ranger, who 
were looking for their second successive 
win in 2010.
 In the Special Vehicles category, 
it was former champions Shameer 
Variawa and Siegfried Rousseau (Total 
Motorsport Porter) who put the seal on 
a near-perfect weekend when they won 
Class A and the overall Special Vehicle 
Category honours. Around 01min 30s 
seconds behind were Kallie and Quintin 
Sullwald (Sullwald Racing BAT).
 Reigning champions Evan 
Hutchison/Achim Bergmann (Motorite 
BAT) came home in third place to grab 
the fi nal spot on the podium. Hutchison/
Bergmann were a further 05min adrift 
after an unspectacular outing.
 Variawa/Rousseau were second 
on the Donaldson Prologue to determine 
start positions, and started the race 
behind the Sullwald father-and-son 
combination.

 The Total Motorsport Porter 
crew fi nally eased into the lead just 
before the compulsory 15min stop at the 
end of the second of the three loops of 
the race.
 “On this race there are just too 
many places where you can be caught 
out,” said Variawa. “We did not want to 
take any chances but Kallie and Quinton 
made a mistake that allowed us into the 
lead. The dust was a problem but after 
that it was just a matter of keeping it all 
together.”
 A fi ne performance by local 
crew Lance Trethewey/Richard Horner 
brought them into fourth place. The pair 
took full advantage of local knowledge to 
produce an impressive performance.
 Another fi ne performance saw 
brothers Johan and Deon Bezuidenhout, 
in the Adenco BAT, return to action with 
a resounding fi fth overall that gave them 
the win in Class P. 
 The Bezuidenhouts fi nished 
around nine minutes ahead of Mark 
Corbett/Rudi Balzer in the Century 
Racing CR3. Among the Class P 
casualties were overall Special Vehicle 
and Class P championship leaders Johan 
van Staden/James Rossouw in the Atlas 
Copco BAT. Two other Class P crews 
rounded out the top eight with John 
Telford/Jaco Swart (Calcamite BAT) 
edging out former champions Richard 
Schilling/Chris Davies. After a prologue 
problem Schilling/Davies started last in 
the class and fought back to fourth.
 The tough route took its toll 
on Class B runners as there were no 
fi nishers in this Class.

Previous Page: TOP LEFT: Shameer Variawa/Siegfried 
Rosseau. TOP RIGHT: Duncan Vos/Rob Howie.
CENTRE LEFT: K-H Sullwald and Quinton Sullwald. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Nick and Ryan Harper.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Neil Woolridge and Kenny 
Skjoldhammer.

THIS PAGE: Event winners Chris Visser and Japie 
Badenhorst.



BRC: JIM CLARK INT’L RALLY
28 - 30 May 2010
As the 2010 Dulux Trade MSA British Rally 
Championship reaches its fi rst asphalt event in 
the guise of the Jim Clark International Rally this 
weekend, it is a somewhat surprised Jonny Greer 
and Dai Roberts who lead the series.

ALL CHANGE FOR ASPHALT IN BRC

EVENTS

The Northern Irish driver and Welsh 
co-driver scored their best ever result 
on last month’s Pirelli Rally after a 
gearbox scare on Friday night. As an 
added family bonus, his co-driver Dai 
was joined by brother Gareth on the 
podium, as far as anyone can remember 
the fi rst co-driving brothers to share the 
champagne on a BRC event.
 It was Gwyndaf Evans and 
Chris Patterson who took the victory in 
Cumbria though; twelve years after the 
Welshman’s last win on the Pirelli Rally 
at the wheel of a Seat Ibiza. With his 
vast experience and undeniable pace, 
the fi fty year-old is more than capable of 
winning, but the forthcoming Jim Clark 
Rally has not been kind to him, failing 

to fi nish on any of his four International 
starts.
 Greer’s fi ne second place 
came at the expense of reigning BRC 
champion Keith Cronin, who suffered an 
agonising retirement yards before the 
fi nish, when a fl ailing punctured tyre 
broke the Pirelli TEG Sport Impreza’s 
wiring loom. It was a 
puncture that prevented 
him from taking victory 
on his fi rst attempt at the 
Jim Clark Rally last year, 
although the two minute 
loss on stage two set up 
a fantastic fi ght-back, 
coming within two seconds of the Mark 
Higgins’ lead at one point.
 Craig Breen and Gareth Roberts 
had a frustrating Pirelli Rally, fi nding it 
hard to rebuild confi dence after a high-
speed crash on home asphalt. But they 

come to the Borders fresh from a great 
result in Ireland, fi nishing third overall 
in Killarney. The young crew will want 
to maintain the momentum after the 
change to asphalt and put their 2009 
Borders retirement out of their minds.
 Alastair Fisher and double BRC 
champion Rory Kennedy have had a 

nightmare start to 
the 2010 Dulux Trade 
MSA British Rally 
Championship season, 
suffering transmission 
failure on the fi rst 
two events while 
lying within grasp of 

a win. Their Irish Rally Championship 
campaign is going somewhat better 
though, leading the series after excellent 
back-to back results on asphalt. It is this 
impetus that they will need to maintain 
to recover something from a disastrous 

Story: www.rallybrc.co.uk
Pictures: Jakob Ebrey Photography
and www.rallyprint.com

“Tyre choice 
could affect 
the outcome 
of this rally”

This Page: Craig Breen fl ying in his Ford Fiesta S2000.

Opposite Page: Clockwise from TOP RIGHT: Keith 
Cronin; Murphy in his Mitsubishi; Cronin in a dramatic 
action shot; Adam Gould; A. Cookson and J. Wilkson; 
the legendary Gwyndaf Evans;and, Scott and Pinder 
powering through a long bend.
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start to their British campaign.
 Icelandic Champion Daniel 
Sigurdarson with co-driver Asta 
Sigurdardottir used his previous 
experience of the Carlisle based event 
to score his career best BRC result 
with fourth place. The consistent drive 
not only moved the brother and sister 
partnership into second in the points 
table, but moved JR Motorsports into 
joint lead of the Dulux Trade MSA British 
Teams Rally Championship with reigning 
champions Pirelli TEG Sport.
 A shock result for 2008 Pirelli 
Star Driver Adam Gould put him third 
in Wales, but it was an event done 
on a shoestring for the youngster, so 
a £10,000 MSA bursary for the Team 
UK member was welcome news. It will 
be another fi nancial struggle to get 
to his favourite event in the calendar, 
nevertheless he shares third place in 
the points with Jason Pritchard, while 
co-driver Craig Drew shares second with 
Sigurdardottir.
 Driving his fi rst full season in 
an Impreza is Welsh youngster Pritchard 
with Robbie Durant alongside for the 
fi rst time. The pair has gelled well after 
just two BRC events and Pritchard 
must be pleased to be joint third in the 
championship, having been let off the 
leash following three years learning the 
events in a Citroen.
 Pirelli TEG Sport’s second crew 
Euan Thorburn and Paul Beaton had a 
cracking start to the season, helping 
forge a lead in the Teams Championship 

with a fourth place in Wales. A puncture 
and heavy time loss was never 
recoverable on the Pirelli leaving them 
a lowly fourteenth, but having been 
second in 2009 on his home Jim Clark 
until driveshaft failure, they will be 
looking forward to proving their pace on 
the Borders lanes.
 Thorburn is one of four drivers 
tied on points for fi fth, joined on twenty 
points apiece by Cronin, Gwyndaf Evans 
and his son Elfyn, surely the fi rst time 
father and son have been so far up the 
leaderboard together in the British Rally 
Championship.
 Young Evans has had a cracking 
fi rst two events in his fi rst full BRC 
season. He leads the Dulux Trade MSA 
British Junior Rally Championship, 
the Rally 3 category and the Fiesta 
SportTrophy, despite using the older 
specifi cation Fiesta ST. To have a pair of 
top ten overall fi nishes to his credit in a 
two wheel drive car and take the Pirelli 
Star Driver nomination on the opening 
round must have made dad proud.
 Hot on the heels of the young 
Welshman is another youngster. 24-
year-old Finnish ace Jarkko Nikara was 
thrown in at the deep end with a brand 
new Twingo in Wales and will struggle 
here again, this time with an unfamiliar 
surface in the Borders. However with 
undeniable natural talent he will be one 
to watch in the distinctive little Renault.
 Dave Weston Jnr and Ieuan 
Thomas started the season extremely 
well with second place on Rally North 

Wales. They trailed BRC Champion 
Cronin by just two points before the 
Pirelli, but failed to fi nish in Cumbria, 
rolling heavily with two stages 
remaining. They will therefore use the 
team’s second car on the Jim Clark and 
hope that history doesn’t repeat itself, 
having crashed on the Leitholm stage 
here last year.
 Just outside the top ten are 
Owen Murphy and James O’Brien who 
are equal third in the Mitsubishi Ralliart 
Evolution Challenge despite a clutch 
failure on the fi rst stage of 2010. 
The Irishmen should go well on their 
favourite surface, but against such stiff 
opposition it will be hard to predict 
anyone’s position at the fi nish.
 The 40th running of the Jim 
Clark Rally sees a continuation of the 
successful Friday evening start, with a 
chance for the top twenty to meet and 
greet the fans in Duns before the fi rst 
stage through the town’s streets.
 Nearly 215,8 fantastic asphalt 
stage kilometres face the crews, 149,9 
of which take place on Saturday, but 
the major topic of conversation in the 
run up to and during the event will be 
the weather. Not only because it is a 
British pastime, rather as tyre choice in 
typically changeable May bank holiday 
weather could easily affect the outcome 
of this already challenging rally.
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The previous three rounds of the 
thrilling championship have produced 
three different winners, highlighting 
the close and intense rally action from 
the 17 S2000 crews 
all vying for overall 
honours.
 This 
the fourth round 
of this national 
championship takes 
place in and around the Mpumalanga 
town of Ermelo for the Rally of South 
Africa.
 With fast yet challenging 
gravel roads, the Rally of South Africa 
comprises 13 stages high-speed covering 
187,59km of competitive stage distance, 
while the total event distance is 
640,77km. A highlight of this rally is the 
marathon 58,28km stage, SS3 Jessivale. 
This test will be run on Friday afternoon, 
and is sure to be an exciting one for both 
crews and spectators.

Class S2000:
Leading the points standings at this mid-
point of the season are Enzo Kuun and 
co-driver Guy Hodgson (BP Volkswagen 
Polo S2000). Mark Cronje and Robert 
Paisley (Castrol Toyota Auris S2000) 

have shown 
impressive 
pace thus far 
this season, 
but have been 
hampered by 
mechanical 

woes. However, they are positioned 16 
points adrift of Kuun/Hodgson in second 
place overall.
 Team-mates and reigning 
Champions Hergen Fekken and Pierre 
Arries (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000) had 
a disappointing Sasol Rally last month, 
retiring with mechanical problems. They 
are now lying in third place overall in the 
Championship standings.
 Piloting the mighty M-Sport-
built Ford Fiesta S2000 to great 
spectacle in his two previous outings 

SARC: RALLY OF SOUTH AFRICA
28 - 29 May 2010
Will this weekend’s South African Rally 
Championship event see yet another different 
crew spraying the winners’ champagne come 
Saturday evening? 

FORD VS VOLKSWAGEN VS TOYOTA 
BATTLE SET FOR AN EPIC ROUND FOUR

Story: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Motorpics and Dave Ledbitter

“A highlight is 
the marathon 
58,28km stage”



in his new drive is Conrad Rautenbach. 
With co-driver Peter Marsh sitting beside 
him, Rautenbach will be the driver to 
catch on the fast stages in Ermelo. The 
young Zimbabwean is lying in fourth 
place in the standings, only two points 
behind Fekken/Arries in third and only 
25 points shy of the Championship 
leaders.
 Rautenbach and Fekken were 
embroiled in a stage-by-stage slogging 
match in last month’s rally, with 
Rautenbach showing an advantage over 
his factory driver rival.
 Not to be underestimated 
are Jan Habig and Ralph Pitchford (BP 
Volkswagen Polo S2000). Along with 
Toyota’s number one driver (who has 
been blighted by a series of small 
gremlins thus far in 2010), Johnny 
Gemmell and Drew Sturrock, will also 
be chasing after the Rautenbach-Fekken 
battle.
 Seeing their car literally go up 
in fl ames in its fi rst event, and seemingly 
end their season, Charl Wilken and Greg 
Godrich have replaced their burnt out 
Ford Fiesta S2000 with a new one for the 
Rally of South Africa. Having missed all 
but the fi rst round of the Championship, 
Wilken and the Basil Read/bizhub Ford 
Fiesta S2000 rally team will be out to 
prove to their rivals their pace.
 Leading the new-for-2010 
Privateers Championship are Evan 
Hutchison/Elvene Coetzee (Motorite 
Volkswagen Polo S2000). Close behind 
them are the Volkswagen Polos of 
Theuns Joubert/Carl Peskin (Salom 
Group Volkswagen Polo S2000), Jaco 
van Dyk/Des de Fortier (Volkswagen polo 
S2000).

Class A7:
The fastest two-wheel drive machines 
make up Class A7. As with the Class 
S2000, there have been three different 
winners from the three previous events, 
and a three-way tie for the class lead will 
see fi erce rallying this weekend.
 Gugu Zulu/Shaun Visser (BP 
Volkswagen Polo A7) led the class by 
minutes in last month’s rally, and will 
be looking to capitalise on their pace in 
Ermelo. However, they will hounded by 
Ettiene du Toit/Patrick Vermaak (Toyota 
RunX A7), Michael Otto/Tommy du Toit 
(Auto Doctor Toyota Corolla A7), as well 
as Gavin Cronje/Van Aard Schoeman 
(Seasons in Africa Volkswagen Polo A7) 
and Chris de Wit/Dean Redelinghuys 
(Automark Toyota RunX A7).

Class A6:
Blasting his way into the rally arena is 
circuit racing champion Leeroy Poulter 

and co-driver Henry Dearlove (Randburg 
Raceway/Ferodo Toyota RunX A6). In his 
debut rally season, Poulter is not only 
fi nishing our challenging events strongly, 
but he claimed a remarkable eighth 
overall fi nish in the Sasol Rally last 
month, beating off the more powerful 
Class A7 machinery to be the fi rst two-
wheel drive car home.
 The Silverton Engineering/
Hencom Autobody-sponsored Toyota 
Auris A6 of Tjaart Conradie/Tiaan Rabe 
will be looking to match their rivals this 
weekend, but will also have to contend 
with the Team Total Toyota RunX A6 of 
Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee.

Class A5:
Dominating Class A5 are Cape Town 
teenager Ashley Haigh-Smith and co-
driver Hilton Auffrey (React Toyota Yaris 
A5). They have won the Class honours 
once this season, in Caledon in the 
Western Cape for the Toyota Dealer 
Rally – Cape, but will be looking to add 
another winners’ wreath to his trophy 
cabinet after Ermelo.
 The BP Volkswagen Class 
A5 entry of Andre Cleenwerck/Kes 
Naidoo are scheduled to debut the new 
Volkswagen Polo Vivo rally car this 
weekend, and this might play into the 
hands of Haigh-Smith.
 Chad Lambert/Nic Prinsloo 
(Lambert Steel Toyota Yaris A5) are 
also fi rm Class favourites to take home 
the Class honours after their win in last 
month’s Sasol Rally. 
 National Championship rookie 
Morne Janse van Rensburg and Derek 
Jacobs (GC Diesel/BP Volkswagen 
CitiGolf A5) have improved steadily this 
season, and have potential to challenge 
for the Class win. Will it be in Ermelo?

Class N4:
The once thriving Class N4 is now 
reduced to only competitor for the 
Rally of South Africa: the Midas Subaru 
Impreza STi of Tjaart Coetzee/Pierre 
Jordaan. 

Class N3:
Hotting up as the season progress is 
Class N3. Last month, Megan Verlaque 
showed the boys her impressive 
speed, and will be hoping for a repeat 
performance this weekend. Co-
driven by brother Oliver, the pink-
liveried Toyota RunX N3 is the car 
to beat. Abduraghman Amlay/Garth 
Ritsch (Toyota RunX N3) will rival the 
Verlaques, while Zimbabwean Robson 
Maganezi (Link Africa Ford Fiesta ST) will 
be hoping to improve his pace here.

EVENTS
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and Ralph Pitchford; Conrad Rautenbach and Peter 
Marsh in their might Ford Fiesta S2000; Fernando 
Rueda and Dave Lewkowicz struggle through the mist 
on Day One of the Sasol Rally; Leeroy Poulter and 
Henry Dearlove; Johnny Gemmell and Phil Archenoul.

This Page: TOP: Hein Lategan in the Sabie Super 
Special Stage; MIDDLE: Craig Trott and Robbie 
Coetzee; BOTTOM: Megan Verlaque and Oliver 
Verlaque.



EVENTS

As with last year, the event will be 
based in the Algarve and Baixo Alentejo 
regions f Portugal’s south coast. The 
exciting Super Special Stage will be held 
once more at the Estadio Algarve, which 
opens and concludes the rally action 
here. The rest of the stages are based 
in the Serra do Caldeirao hills in the 
north of Faro. Each leg of the rally will be 

divided into two identical loops split by 
a return to the service park. For 2010, 
only 9% of the rally route is new and 
one stage on Day One will be run in the 
opposite direction.
 This event’s being run two 
months later than in previous editions 
means that the Vodafone Rallye de 
Portugal will be hotter and drier making 
the stages more slippery and dusty. 
The roads used for this event are a 
challenging blend of fast and open roads 

WRC: VODAFONE RALLYE DE PORTUGAL
27 - 31 May 2010
Portugal welcomes the World Rally Championship 
(WRC) crews with open arms this weekend 
for Round Six of the 2010 WRC calendar, the 
Vodafone Rallye de Portugal. Hundreds of 
thousands of rally fans are expected to line the 
rally’s stages this weekend, drawing in what 
promises to be another nail biting and dramatic 
rally.

PORTUGAL TO ADD SPICE TO WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP THIS WEEKEND
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with technical sections on this loose and 
abrasive gravel surface.
 Sebastien Loeb/Daniel Elena 
(Citroen Total World Rally Team) have 
proven the most successful thus far this 
season. This event also brings to a close 
a series of fi ve gravel events, in which 
Loeb has topped the podium thrice. BP 
Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team’s Jari-
Matti Latvala and Miika Anttila recorded 
their fi rst win of 2010 in the previous 
rally, the WRC 
Rally New Zealand, 
to break Loeb’s 
stranglehold on gravel 
events.
 Interestingly, 
Loeb scored four 
podiums in the last 
four rounds, with only 
Petter Solberg/Phil 
Mills (Petter Solberg 
World Rally Team) 
challenging the works 
drivers with three 
podiums in the same 
period. Latvala has 
fi nished twice on the podium, while his 
team-mates Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo 
Lehtinen only fi nished once on the 
podium. As it stands Citroen enters this 
rally with an advantage over the Ford 
runners with Loeb having won here twice 
in previous outings, but I would not 
discount Hirvonen on this weekend’s fast 

roads…
 It was in last year’s edition that 
Latvala and co-driver Anttila escaped 
with no injuries the biggest crash in 
recent WRC history. A driver error on a 
left hand corner saw their Ford Focus 
RS WRC plunge more than 150 meters 
down a hillside, rolling and destroying 
their car. This video has been viewed 
more than 800 000 times on YouTube. 
“That stage will be used again this year 

and when I drive 
through it during 
the recce I will 
slow down and 
take a quick 
look where we 
went off,” said 
Latvala. “I will 
be changing 
my pace notes 
for that corner!  
But I’ve put the 
crash behind me 
and I won’t treat 
that stage any 
differently in the 

rally itself.”
 With Ford recording its amazing 
75th win in New Zealand, and closing 
Citroen’s lead in the Manufacturers’ 
Championship to just fi ve points, the 
World Rally Championship is still wide 
open. Vodafone Rallye de Portugal will be 
a thriller!

Drivers’ Standings:
01) S. Loeb   - 108 pts
02) J-M. Latvala   -   72 pts
03) M. Hirvonen   -   64 pts
04) S. Ogier   -   63 pts
05) P. Solberg   -   53 pts
06) D. Sordo   -   34 pts
07) M. Wilson   -   30 pts
08) H. Solberg   -   24 pts
09) F. Villagra   -   22 pts
10) K. Raikkonen   -   14 pts

Manufacturers’ Standings:
01) Citroen Total WRT   - 156 pts
02) BP Ford Abu Dhabi WRT  - 151 pts
03) Citroen Junior Team  -   75 pts
04) Stobart M-Sport WRT  -   74 pts
05) Munchi’s M-Sport WRT  -   32 pts

“A challenging 
blend of fast 
and open roads 
with technical 
sections on 
this loose and 
abrasive gravel 
surface.”

Previous Page: TOP: Khalid Al Qassimi rejoins the WRC 
arena for Portugal’s round of the WRC this weekend.
FAR LEFT:Matthew Wilson be will be looking to edge 
closer to the top fi ve WRC drivers. CENTRE: Mikko 
Hirvonen will need to regain his composure for thsi 
weekend to keep his Championship hopes alive. FAR 
RIGHT: Matthew Wilson’s Stobart Ford Rally Team aim 
to close the gap to the Citroen Junior Team here.
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