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The route of the 41st Barum Czech 
Rally Zlín, Round Seven of the 2011 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge, 
will feature 15 special stages over a 
competitive distance of 248km.
 Following the ceremonial 
start in front of Zlín city hall at 17h00 
on Friday 26 August, the action will 
begin with the traditional night time 
superspecial stage through the streets 
of the host city with the crews tackling 
three laps of the course in reverse 
running order from 21h15.
 Saturday’s itinerary will include 
four special stages run twice. Sunday 
will be made up of three repeated 
stages.
 The fi rst car is due to cross the 
fi nishing ramp in front of the Big Cinem 
in Zlín at 15h17 on Sunday.

Corsican rally sensation Pierre 
Campana has enjoyed his fi rst taste 
of the MINI John Cooper Works 
WRC car over two days of testing 
and promotional activities with 
the Drive-Pro team at the Pôle 
Mécanique facility in Alès-Cévennes 
in the south of France on Thursday 
and Friday. 
 26-year-old Campana was 
announced earlier this week as 
representative of the FFSA’s Rally 
Team France 2011, following in the 
footsteps of greats such as Sébastien 
Loeb and Sébastien Ogier, while also 
being confi rmed to take part in the Rally 
Deutschland and Rallye de France-Alsace 
with Drive-Pro.
 Thursday saw Pierre embark on 
one full day of pure testing with Drive-
Pro, with the support of Prodrive who 
are running the works rally programme 
for MINI, which was his fi rst ever 
experience in a WRC car with WRC-spec 
Michelin tyres. He completed 94km 
under very warm and sunny skies, 
beginning his adaptation to the car. 
 Pierre got more time in the car 
but rather than outright testing he had 
the important responsibility of giving 
taxi rides to customers and guests of the 
team. He covered an additional 40km, 
thus adding to his valuable experience 
behind the wheel. 
 Pierre will be taking part in 
Rally Deutschland and Rallye de France-
Alsace with his long-time co-driver 
Sabrina de Castelli. Prior to the German 
WRC round, Pierre will be making an 
important trip to the UK, where he will 

Team News
Videos

Event News
Breaking News

Promising Irish driver Craig Breen 
has entered Barum Czech Rally Zlin, 
round seven of the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge, in an M-Sport Ford 
Fiesta S2000.
 The 21-year-old has never 
contested an asphalt rally outside of 
the British Isles in his Fiesta before 
and identifi ed the IRC qualifi er as a 
good opportunity to measure his talent 
against some of the world’s leading 
Super 2000 drivers.
 “The plan is to go there and 
learn but it’s also a good chance to try 
to prove myself,” said Breen, who will 
be co-driven by Briton Gareth Roberts. 
“I’ve never been to the rally before but 
I’ve spoken to a lot of people to get 
some advice. The stages look similar to 
what we have in Ireland but a bit more 
bumpy in places.”
 Mixed weather conditions were 
a feature of Barum Czech Rally Zlin last 
season and Breen says his experience 
of competing in Ireland, where rain 
can be a factor, will help him on the 
Czech Republic-based event from 26-28 
August.
 “I’ve got good experience of 
driving on surfaces when you have good 
grip one minute and shiny asphalt the 
next so I’ve got an idea about what to 
expect,” Breen added.

Words: Staff Writer
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Pierre Campana 
tests MINI WRC 
in French event 
for WRC debut

be participating in the Richard Burns 
Memorial Rally. The event will give Pierre 
the opportunity to acquire more time 
in the car and to have the best possible 
build up to Germany. 

Words: Staff Writer

Czech Rally 
Zlin to feature 
changes for 
2011
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Heavy rains in the Western Cape 
coastal region have resulted in some 
forced changes to the gravel special 
stages of this month’s Garden Route 
Rally, round six of the South African 
Rally Championship, which takes 
place in the George and Knysna 
areas on 26 to 27 August.
 Route director and assistant 
clerk of the course Joe Fourie has had 
to fi nd new access and stage roads to 
replace some of those originally planned 
for the two-day event as a result of the 
wet weather conditions.
 “We’re confi dent the gravel 
roads we have now selected will not be 
affected by further rain as they have 
survived pretty well so far.  A lot of the 
route will be ‘twin track’ roads which 
have become overgrown as a result of 
little use.
 “It’s a tight and technical route 
with eight gravel special stages and two 
tar stages.  Competitors can expect a 
good test of their driving and navigating 
skills,” he promised.
 The Garden Route Rally breaks 
new ground in national championship 
special stage rallying as it returns to an 
area last used in the early 1990s and 

none of today’s competitors are likely 
to have raced in anger over any of the 
selected roads.  It is also the second 
successive round featuring forest stages, 
particularly popular with competitors and 
spectators alike, following the recent 
Volkswagen Rally in the Eastern Cape.  
 The rally starts from the new 
Garden Route Mall, situated close to 
George airport and the junction of 
the N2 highway and Knysna Road, at 
12:00 on Friday, August 26.  The fi ve-
kilometre fi rst stage, which is sponsored 
by property developers Destiny Africa, 
is situated just 400 metres from the 
ceremonial start and adjacent to the 
mall.  It will be followed by three forest 
stages in the Outeniqua mountains and 
a short tar stage in the popular seaside 
resort town of Knysna.
 The overnight halt and parc 
ferme will be at the 325-hectare Simola 
Estate, scene of the recent Knysna 
Speedweek and Hillclimb, with its 
breathtaking panoramic view of the 
famous Knysna lagoon and Heads and 
the Indian Ocean beyond .
 Saturday’s action starts at 
08:00 from Simola Estate in Knysna with 
a new stage adjacent to the property 
before repeating Friday’s three forest 
special stages plus a fourth forest stage 
and a fi nal tar stage at Simola Estate.

 While the full rally route 
includes some historic mountain passes, 
such as Karatara and Saasveld, these 
will not be included in the competitive 
special stages, but will be used for 
liaison only. 
 All the leading competitors 
in both the overall and junior rally 
championships will be in action, with 
the premier Super 2000 class promising 
another close and exciting battle for 
overall honours in a season that has 
already witnessed some of the closest 
racing seen in years.

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: Evan Rothman

Heavy rains cause change of 
stages for Garden Route Rally

Service Park

H&H



After the ultra-fast gravel stages of 
the WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland last 
weekend, Craig Breen returned home to 
the tarmac and a Class 6 win and sixth 
overall in the Sepam Stonethrowers 
Rally. 
 Using his Keltech Ford Fiesta 
R2, the Irish driver battled with Robert 
Barrable over the nine-stage event and 
was happy with his day’s work as he 
prepares fo Round Four of the FIA WRC 
Academy, the WRC Rally Deutschland in 
two weeks time. 
 “I was satisfi ed with my result,” 
said Breen. “We set a good pace, but the 
event was dominated by the weather. 
Tyre choice was hard as heavy showers 
prevailed all through the day and grip 
was at a minimum, but to claim sixth 
overall and the Class win was just the 

preparation I needed as I head into the 
very important event in Germany.”
 The opening loop was tackled 
in dry conditions, and Breen’s initial 
Class battle was with local driver Andrew 
Fanning (Ford Puma), who set a time 
of 08min 03sec with Breen 01sec away 
and Barrable a further second off Breen’s 
third. In the rally overall, the top three 
in Class 6 were positioned in seventh, 
ninth and tenth respectively. On SS2 the 
battle intensifi ed as all three were tied 
on time. Barrable was the one to benefi t 
with his tyre selection and pulled out a 
narrow 04sec lead.
 As the cars were in service 
after the opening loop, the rain that 
was threatening arrived and for the 
remainder of the event tyre choice 
proved a lottery. 
 Over the second loop Breen 
dropped to tenth overall on SS4, but on 
SS5 he was back up to seventh, all the 

while remaining second in Class. He then 
held station on SS6 and reported to be 
happy in service with only the fi nal loop 
to contend. 
 On that fi nal loop, the Keltech-
backed car gained another overall place 
on SS6 to take sixth place overall. Breen 
then brought the front-wheel drive Fiesta 
home over the fi nal two stages to secure 
the overall position. Breen was delighted 
with the result and his next event will be 
round four of the FIA WRC Academy in 
Germany on 19 - 20 August, just under 
two weeks from now.
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Class win for Breen in Stonethrowers Rally
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Handbrakes & Hairpins’ 
photojournalist and traveller Eva 
Kovkova journeyed to the WRC 

Neste Oil Rally Finland to capture 
these moments exclusively for 
you, dear reader. Join her on her 
adventure of Finland on these 
pages...
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WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland:
Eva Kovkova’s Perspecitive
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The reigning Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) Champion Juho 
Hanninen is running a parallel 
campaign in the Super 2000 World 
Rally Championship this season. His 
home event, last weekend’s WRC 
Neste Oil Rally Finland, brought the 
talented star a bag of championship 
points to extend his lead at the head 
the S-WRC title-chase.
 Piloting a Red Bull Skoda Fabia 
S2000, Hanninen and co-driver Mikko 
Markkula won their Class by 02min 
37.7sec ahead of Martin Prokop/Jan 
Tomanek (Ford Fiesta S2000). Hanninen 
won last month’s WRC Acropolis Rally 
Greece too, adding to his growing list of 
wins this season.
 “I kept a good speed all day 
without taking any stupid risks,” said 
Hanninen, whose victory was his fi fth in 
a support category on Rally Finland in as 
many seasons. “I am very happy and the 
championship is now looking good with 

this very important victory. But there is 
still a long way to go.”
 Ott Tanak (Ford Fiesta S2000) 
was in the running for the Class win 
in Finland, but he dropped out of 
contention after his Fiesta refused 
to restart after a spin on Day Two’s 
morning loop of stages. Tanak, the 
fastest Estonian in rallying since Markko 
Martin and who is being mentored by 
the former WRC ace, was able to crawl 
back up the leader board to third in 
Class, overtaking Hanninen’s teammate 
Hermann Gassner Jr on Day Three’s 
morning loop of stages.
 Prokop, currently second 
place on the S-WRC leader board, said 
the fi nal day was all about ensuring 
he reached the fi nish: “There was no 
pressure on me today so I just did my 
best not to make any big mistakes. I did 
not expect to fi nish so high.”
 Behind Gassner, rising 
Hungarian rally talent Frigyes Turan 
(Ford Fiesta S2000) overcame engine 
problems on Friday to fi nish fi fth. 
Bernardo Sousa’s recovery from a 

broken differential on Day One’s 
evening netted sixth position, despite 
the Portuguese being held back by a 
down-on-power engine for much of the 
rally. He came home one place ahead 
of Estonian Karl Kruuda who completed 
virtually all of Day Two’s stages in two-
wheel drive mode following a differential 
failure.

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: Eva Kovkova

Hanninen moves further ahead in S-WRC

Event Reports
ResultsParc Ferme
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OVERALL CLASSIFICATION
01) J. Hanninen/M. Markkula
       Skoda Fabia S2000 - 02h 44m 50.7s
02) M. Prokop/
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 02m 37.7s
03) O. Tanak/K. Sikk
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 03m 38.3s
04) H. Gassner Jr/K. Wustenhagen
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 05m 52.6s
05) F. Turan/G. Zsiros
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 06m 11.2s
06) B. Sousa/P. Babo
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 08m 39.4s
07) K. Kruuda/M. Jarveoja
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 11m 30.1s
08) J. Salo/M. Salminen
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X R4 + 17m 36.1s
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Kiwi rally driver Hayden Paddon 
and co-driver John Kennard have 
made a hat-trick of wins on this 
season’s Production Car World Rally 
Championship with his impressive 
win on last weekend’s WRC Neste 
Oil Rally Finland.
 Driving a Symtech Racing-
prepared Subaru Impreza WRX STi 
under the New Zealand World Rally 
Team banner began Day Three with a 
comfortable lead. Wildcard entry Jarkko 
Nikara won a succession of stages on 
Day Two to close the gap to the leader, 
but Paddon was never really threatened.
 “It’s like a dream come true 
to win here,” said Paddon, who has 
also won in the PWRC in Portugal and 
Argentina this season. “I came here 
wanting to be on the podium, so to 
leave here with maximum points is a 
great feeling. I’ve not won many stages, 
but I’ve been consistently fast over the 
whole weekend and certainly there is 
more pace to come. I’m still learning the 
car and the new events.”
 Nikara, who is also contesting 

the British Rally Championship, had led 
on Day One but slipped back when he 
rolled on Day Two’ opening stage. He 
underlined his potential by going fastest 
on nine of Day Three’s 11 speed tests in 
the Class.
 Patrik Flodin () was also in the 
running for the win, but a succession of 
mechanical failures on Day Two robbed 
him of an opportunity to showcase his 
pace in Finland. His car’s problems 
continied on Day Three, with the 
gearbox losing fourth gear on SS15 and 
then a turbo boost problem saw him 
drop even more time. He was able to 
solve the turbo issue, and he was able 
to secure third place on the Power Stage 
with a fast stage time.
 “We drove absolutely over the 
limit on that fi nal stage,” said Flodin. 
“This was defi nitely the worst Rally 
Finland for me. I had so much trouble 
and couldn’t really enjoy it. At least 
taking a podium made me a little bit 
happy.”
 Michal Kosciuszko (Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo X) took fi fth behind Jukka 
Ketomaki (Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X) 
with Mikko Pajunen (Renault Clio R3) 
sixth overall in his two-wheel drive 

machine. His impressive speed over the 
Rally Finland weekend earned him the 
prestigious Abu Dhabi Spirit of the Rally 
Award after he completed Day Two in 
second place in the PWRC.
 “It has been brilliant,” said 
Mikko Pajunen. “I’ve done even a bit 
better than anybody expected. The 
difference today is that there are more 
junctions and I can’t really compete 
against the guys with four-wheel drive 
cars. We dropped a few positions, but 
I’m still really happy.”

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: Supplied by Hayden Paddon

Paddon makes it three from three in PWRC
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OVERALL CLASSIFICATION
01) H. Paddon/J. Kennard 
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 02h 51m 57.2s
02) J. Nikara/P. Nikara
       Mistubishi Lancer Evo IX + 40.2s
03) P. Flodin/G. Bergsten
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi + 01m 07.7s
04) J. Ketomaki/K. Risberg
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 01m 13.2s
05) M. Kosciuszko/M. Szczepaniak
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 02m 12.6s
06) M. Pajunen/J. Salo
       Renault Clio R3 + 02m 50.7s
07) V. Gorban/V. Chernega
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 13m 08.8s
08) A. Kikireshko/S. Larens
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 22m 05.8s
09) D. Tagirov/A. Zavershinskaya
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi + 22m 34.2s
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The WRC Academy, new-for-2011, is 
a one-make sub-series of the World 
Rally Championship. Contested 
over six rounds of the 2011 WRC 
calendar, all crews pilot M-Sport-
prepared Ford Fiesta R2s and use 
Pirelli control tyres.
 Winning his third successive 
round of the series, Egon Kaur showed 
his domination on the WRC Neste Oil 
Rally Finland last weekend.
 This series started off with 
Alistair Fisher dominating the fi rst day’s 
stages to open up a comfortable lead 
of over 20sec. Unfortunately, after six 
stages at the top of the leader board 
he dropped off the pace. He struck a 
bank and whent through a ditch, and 
the damage resulted in him unable to 
restart Day Three. His off meant he lost 
over 3min in stage time, and effectively 
ruled him out of contention for a podium 
result.
 “Even though we’d built a lead 
of 28 seconds we still had to commit to 
our pacenotes and keep pushing because 
the moment you back off you lose your 
rhythm and too much time, which is 
always diffi cult to recover,” said Fisher. 
“Unfortunately the smallest mistakes are 
punished very heavily in Finland.”
 Craig Breen inherited the lead 

and went about working his way through 
the remaining stages to claim a win. 
Breen’s slender 2.8sec lead over Kaur 
with two stages to run set up a thrilling 
fi nale, one that all rally fans in Finland 
relished.
 However, Kaur had the better 
measure of Breen and Kaur pulled out 
a lead of 2.6sec over Breen to record 
another win in 2011.
 The Estonian now leads the 
WRC Academy with a points margin of 
52 points over Breen and Australian 
driver Brendan Reeves, who fi nished in 
fourth place behind Timo van Marel after 
picking up an unfortunate puncture on 
Day Two’s morning loop.
 “It was an insane weekend, 
especially today when we were switching 
positions with Craig on every stage,” said 
Kaur. “On the start line of the fi nal stage 
we had to decide what we wanted to do, 
leave it or push and go for it. The feeling 
was really good so we went fl at out and 
we did it!”
 Breen, the highest placed of 
the six Pirelli Star Drivers competing 
in Finland, said: “I lost a lot of time on 
SS16 when I was caught behind two 
cars. We really wanted to win, we were 
so hungry for this victory, but that’s rally 
and we can’t think too much about the 
ifs and buts. We have to focus on the 
rest of the season now and with tarmac 
events to come I think we can do well 

and maybe still win the Cup.”
 “We were in a position where 
there was no point pushing because 
there was a big gap behind me and 
ahead of me,” said Van der Marel. “I 
just cruised through the stages today to 
avoid making any mistakes to try and 
secure third.”
 Czech driver Jan Cerny placed 
fi fth in Class behind Reeves with Yeray 
Lemes sixth and German Christian 
Riedemann in seventh. Molly Taylor’s 
recovery from a puncture on Day One’s 
opening stage brought her and new co-
driver Seb Marshall back up to ninth, one 
place behind Miko-Ove Niinemae. The 
yong Australian is fast gaining in pace 
on her WRC Academy rivals, and will be 
exciting to follow on the three remaining 
rounds of the Cup.

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: Molly Taylor Motorsport

Kaur claims another, Fisher crashes out

OVERALL CLASSIFICATION
01) E. Kaur/E. Lepikson - 02h 41m 24.7s
02) C. Breen/G. Roberts + 02.6s
03) B. Reeves/R. Smyth + 04m 36.1s
04) Y. Lemes/R. Penate + 05m 53.2s
05) J. Cerny/P. Kohout + 05m 58.5s
06) C. Riedemann/M. Wenzel + 06m 56.6s
07) M. Niinemae/K. Kasesalu + 06m 57.3s
08) S. Karyakin/Y. Vlasyuk + 07m 33.8s
09) T. Van der Marel/E. Berkhof + 11m 50.7s
10) M. Taylor/S. Marshall + 13m 56.6s

H&H
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David Bogie and co-driver Kevin 
Rae sealed their third straight MSA 
Scottish Rally Championship with 
a fourth consecutive victory on the 
Gleaner Oil and Gas Speyside Stages 
thsi past weekend. The winning 
partnership fi nished more than 
half a minute ahead of the rest to 
cap a notable 2011 championship 
campaign with two rounds 
remaining. 
 Behind them, Euan Thorburn 
and Mike Faulkner slugged it out in a 
gripping fi ght for the remaining podium 
places. They shared equal times on 
three of the eight stages, but it was 
Thorburn and Paul Beaton who emerged 
as runners-up after Faulkner overshot on 
the fi nal test.
 Bogie, who was fastest through 
four of the stages, fi nished with a total 
time of 43min 42sec - only 37sec ahead 
of Thorburn, with Faulkner a further 
14sec adrift.
 The triple champion was clearly 
delighted - and relieved - as he was 
applauded by fellow competitors and 
spectators alike as the champagne was 
sprayed at the fi nish outside Elgin town 
hall.
 “Its just awesome and hard 
to sum up really,” said Bogie. “I 
never thought too much about the 
Championship. We just came here to win 
the rally, and to be honest, all season 
I’ve never given it much thought. We 
just went to each round to do the best 
job we could. But to come away with a 
win and take the Championship, well, 
it’s going to take time to sink in. It also 
makes things easier going to the next 
round of the British Championship, so 
that’s really good.”

 As is traditional on the Speyside 
Stages event, action got underway with 
two blasts through the special spectator 
stage at Cooper Park in the centre of 
Elgin. Jock Armstrong/Kirsty Riddick took 
top honours in their Subaru Impreza, 
resulting in the pair being a second up 
on the Evo IX of 2Phillip Morrow going 
into the fi rst 4.46km forest stage.
 Bogie pipped Armstrong by 
a second to take the stage win but 
Armstrong still had a 03sec advantage 
over Bogie. However, the challenge was 
short-lived when on SS4 Armstrong’s 
Subaru clipped a culvert, spun round and 
ended up on its side.
 While Bogie consolidated his 
lead with two successive quickest times, 
a battle royale was developing between 
Thorburn and Faulkner. They posted 
equal times behind Bogie on two stages 
before sharing top honours - one second 
quicker than Bogie - on the penultimate 
test. “It’s been a really hard battle with 
Mike all day - I couldn’t believe how 
close it was”, said Thorburn. “It was 
a shame the two of us couldn’t have 
carried it on until the end, but Mike lost 
time with an overshoot - it was a diffi cult 
last stage with all the chicanes. We came 
to win the event, but we’re pleased with 
second.”
 Faulkner, co-driven by Louise 
Sutherland, also enjoyed the tussle: “It 
was a case of staying with Euan and 
matching him on stage times. When we 
got to the last stage we both had to go 
for it. The surface was really muddy and 
grassy, and I was losing traction and 
tried to make it up on braking and ended 
up overshooting. I’ve had some close 
battles over the years, but three stage 
times on the trot with the same person 
is something special.”
 Robbie Head and Claire Mole 
were stationed in eighth, but after the 

fi rst forest gravel stage they jumped to 
fourth. They held station through the 
remaining three stages.
 Calum Mackenzie justifi ed his 
late entry to the event with a fi ne fi fth 
overall at the wheel of his Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo VIII. Co-driven by Alan 
Clark, it was Mackenzie’s best SRC result 
in the 4WD car, following a switch from 
his more familiar Ford Escort MkII.
 For the record, the top seven 
places were occupied by Mitsubishi 
Lancers of varying ages, prompting 
Station Garage Mitsubishi boss Bob 
Shephard to dub them “The Magnifi cent 
Seven.”
 The battle for 2WD supremacy 
and 1600 category honours was won 
by Graeme Smith in a Honda Civic after 
a day spent trading times with fellow 
Lanarkshire competitor and Civic pilot 
Graeme Schoneville.
 The seventh and penultimate 
round of the MSA Scottish Rally 
Championship is the ProTune Remapping 
Merrick Stages - based in Wigtown - on 
Saturday 03 September.
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David Bogie crowned Scottish Champion

OVERALL CLASSIFICATION
01) D. Bogie/K. Rae
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX - 43m 42s
02) E. Thorburn/P. Beaton 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX - 44m 19s
03) M. Faulkner/L. Sutherland 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VI - 44m 33s
04) R. Head/C. Mole 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX - 45m 18s
05) C. Mackenzie/A. Clark 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VIII - 46m 27s
06) B. Groundwater/D. Paterson 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX - 46m 29s
07) S. Lockhart/K. Lockhart 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VII - 46m 37s
08) T. Pye/S. Merry 
      Subaru Impreza N15 - 46m 45s
09) D. Macdonald/K. Beaton 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX - 46m 58s
10) C. Collie/L. Watson 
      Subaru Impreza - 47m 02s
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