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of United Business, will be at the 
start of the 46th Rallye Antibes Cote 
d’Azur. Held from 14 - 16 October 
in France, with start and fi nish in 
Antibes and service area in Nice, 
this rally is sure to be climatic. 
 This prestigious French rally is 
the penultimate round of the European 
Championship and Luca Rossetti will 
race to defend, with his Abarth Grande 
Punto S2000, the recently reconquered 
championship lead. The United Business 
crew takes part for the second time in 
this French rally, his fi rst time was in 
2008, although they did not fi nish it was 
in Antibes that the strong Italian driver 
won his fi rst European title. Now four 
years later, he is confi dent to compete in 
a race at the top. 
 A relaxed Luca Rossetti said: 
“After the good result at the Rally of 
Poland, we head for the French Riviera 
confi dent but, despite leading the 
Championship and as I had predicted, 
winning the title this year is much 
more diffi cult than in the past years 
and now we are in the fi nal rush. The 
car has always been very competitive, 
the Michelin tyres are a guarantee of 
performance, and United Business 
has always provided all the technical, 
logistical and sporting support needed. 
The Rallye d’Antibes is a diffi cult race, 
but right here four years ago, although I 
could not fi nish the race, I won my fi rst 
international title, which was one of the 
highlights of my career: winning the title 
of 2008 European Champion will always 
be an unforgettable moment. The 
location of this rally is very nice, I will 
be at the start way to honour this race 
and to try to amuse the French fans. 
As every rally abroad, the local and 
international competition is always very 
skilled and getting results is never easy, 
putting myself to the test on new roads, 
different countries and facing the French 
or otherwise foreign drivers for me is an 
exciting challenge that I hope to honour 
with a good performance. I would like to 
bring to Abarth another positive result, 
Matteo  and I will do everything to climb 
on the top step of the podium with our 
Grande Punto”. 
 The  FIA calendar for the 
continental championship sees the 
Rallye International du Valais as its fi nal 
round.

 Irishman Breen impressed 
on his fi rst appearance in the IRC this 
season when he took seventh overall 
on Barum Czech Rally Zlín in August. 
Fisher competed on the inaugural Rally 
of Scotland in 2009 before a puncture 
dropped him back. He is excited by the 
prospect of returning to the IRC.
 “The competition in the IRC is 
very tough, but it’s good to get out there 
and put yourself up against these drivers 
and show what you can do,” said Fisher, 
a 23-year-old from Northern Ireland. “I 
want to push for a strong fi nish but I’m 
also looking to build my experience of 
driving a Super 2000 car and to work 
with M-Sport again is great.” 
 Fisher, who will be co-driven by 
Englishman Daniel Barritt, continued: 
“The stages in Scotland are fast 
and fl owing and offer a really good 
challenge, particularly the night stages. 
I’ve got some knowledge of the route 
and the area so I’ll be sure to make the 
most of that. And with the live coverage 
on Eurosport there’s also a chance to 
get some good publicity.”

Team News
Videos

Event News
Breaking News

The 44th Rally Saaremaa is held on 
7 - 8 October, and the entry list is as 
long as it was expected. A total of 
157 crews have signed up and fi rst 
on the road is local hero Ott Tanak 
co-driven by Kuldar Sikk. Their car 
in Rally Saaremaa will be a Ford 
Focus WRC 03. Second on the road 
will be Georg Gross/Raigo Mõlder, 
participating with Ford Focus WRC 
08.
 Ott Tänak said: “I’m looking 
forward starting in Rally Saaremaa with 
a WRC car. Our main goal this year is 
giving the best in SWRC and competing 
with our S2000 car in Estonia between 
France and Spain is complicated and 
risky. I always feel good competing in 
Saaremaa and this year I have a great 
opportunity to do it with a WRC car.”
 There is also a good battle in 
Group N: Kaspar Koitla and Andres Ots 
secured the Estonian Rally Champion 
title at the Mulgi Rally, but Janis 
Vorobjovs/Guntars Zicans, Raul Jeets/
Andrus Toom and Sander Pärn/Ken 
Järveoja will all fi ght for the second 
place. Besides the Estonians, many 
top drivers from Latvia, Lithuania, 
Finland, Russia and Ukraine will start 
in Saaremaa. One interesting crew 
to watch out for is the fast Latvian 
driver Janis Feldmanis with Anrijs Jesse 
starting with Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X R4.
 In the 2WD drive Classes, there 
will also be strong competition. Several 
drivers from many different countries 
come to Saaremaa to test their skills on 
the famous stages.
 Rally Saaremaa is the last 
round of Estonian Rally Championship 
and also the last round of North 
European Rally Championship. On two 
days, a total of 11 stages will be held 
with total 115.72 SS kilometers will be 
contested.
 More information can be found 
at http://www.saaremaarally.eu.

Words: Margus Kiiver

Tanak and 
Gross in 
WRC cars in 
Saaremaa
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Rising stars Craig Breen and Alastair 
Fisher will front M-Sport’s bid on 
RACMSA Rally of Scotland this week 
in a brace of Ford Fiesta S2000s 
with both being tipped to take the 
fi ght to the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge regulars on the gravel 
event.

Words: IRC Media

Breen and 
Fisher for IRC
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Luca Rossetti and Matteo Chiarcossi, 
after having regained the lead in the 
overall standings of the European 
Rally Championship thanks to the 
points obtained in the Rally of 
Poland, driving the Abarth Grande 
Punto S2000 bearing the colours 

Words: United Racing Press

Rossetti heads 
to Cote d’Azur
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Defending Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge champion Juho Hänninen 
says he expects Andreas Mikkelsen 
will be his toughest opponent when 
he returns to the series on RACMSA 
Rally of Scotland.
 Hänninen, who drives a Skoda 
Motorsport Fabia S2000, secured the 
2010 IRC drivers’ crown by winning 
in Scotland last season and is still in 
contention for this year’s title, despite 
skipping the last two events.
 On Sata Rallye Açores in July, 
the only gravel round to have run so far 
in the IRC this season, Hänninen took 
victory but only after a close fi ght with 
Skoda UK Motorsport driver Mikkelsen. 
The Finn is braced for another close 
battle with the Norwegian ace next 
week.
 “I think it will be a big battle 
with Andreas,” said Hänninen. “In the 
Azores this year, we had such a big fi ght 
with him, it was incredible. I think he 
will be the main person, but then there 
are other drivers who will be close as 
well – [Guy] Wilks will be diffi cult there 
as well. It will be a very big fi ght and a 
really tough battle, but a great place for 
the fi ght.”

Words: Staff Writer

Hanninen vs 
Mikkelsen

H&H
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With just one round remaining in the South 
African Rally Championship, the Polokwane 
Rally in Limpopo on 22 - 23 October, the 
outcome of the Drivers’ and Co-Drivers’ 
Championships is far from settled.
 With a maximum of 25pts remaining 
for a win in the eighth and fi nal round, the new 
Polokwane Rally in Limpopo, and competitors 
being required to drop their worst score of the 
season, any one of four drivers could be crowned 
the champion.
 Based on the current provisional points 
situation, which is subject to a Motorsport 
South Africa appeal court hearing on 11 October 
regarding the result of the fourth round, nine 
points separate the top three. Zimbabwean 
privateer Conrad Rautenbach, who has three 
wins to his credit in the Green Fuel Ford Fiesta 

S2000, leads with 125pts. Joint second are 
privateer Mark Cronje (Team Sasol Ford Fiesta 
S2000), who also has three wins, and defending 
champion Enzo Kuun in a factory BP Volkswagen 
Polo S2000 on 116pts. Fourth-placed Johnny 
Gemmell (Castrol Team Toyota Auris S2000) has 
93pts and is 32 in arrears.
 This situation would change if they 
were to drop their worst result now. There are a 
number of possible outcomes, all of which would 
have a different impact on the championship.  
A successful appeal could benefi t Gemmell or 
Rautenbach or both.
 Cronje, with a non-fi nish in the 
opening round, would lead with 116 points from 
Rautenbach (110pts after dropping 15) and Kuun 
(107 after dropping nine). Gemmell, second in 
last year’s championship, would then come into 
the reckoning. He would remain on 93pts and 
close to within 23pts of Cronje as he was a non-
fi nisher in the last round.

Words: MSA Rally Commission
Pictures: Evan Rothman
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 It’s a little different in the 
Co-Driver’s Championship, where 
Rautenbach’s French co-driver Nicolas 
Klinger doesn’t score as he is not 
competing on a South African license. 
The race is between the top three, who 
are separated by 23pts.
 Defending Champion Guy 
Hodgson, who reads the route notes 
for Kuun, is fi rst with 124pts before the 
deduction of his worst score. Cronje’s 
co-driver Robin Houghton is second with 
119pts and Gemmell’s Scottish co-driver 
Drew Sturrock is third with 96pts.
 Applying the dropped score 
rule, Houghton takes over the lead with 
119pts (his worst result was a non-
fi nish) from Hodgson with 114pts (he 
drops 10) and Sturrock with 96 (he 
drops a non-fi nish).
 The Two Wheel Drive 
Championship, for Super 1600 and 
Super 1400 cars, is a straight fi ght 
between the Sabertek Volkswagen Polo 

S1600 of brother and sister Christoff 
and Celeste Snyders and the Team Total 
Toyota RunX S1600 of former Class 
champions Craig Trott and co-driver 
Robbie Coetzee. The Snyders’ have won 
three rounds to date and accumulated 
128pts and 130pts respectively, giving 
Christoff a 10-point lead over Trott and 
Celeste a 12-point lead over Coetzee.
 Guy Botterill (Yato Tools Toyota 
RunX S1600) is equal third in the 
Drivers’ Championship with 19-year-old 
Ashley Haigh-Smith (React Ford Fiesta 
S1600) on 84pts, 44 behind Christoff 
Snyders. 
 Kes Naidoo, who reads the 
route notes for Conradie, is third in the 
Co-Drivers’ Championship with 86pts, 44 
behind Celeste Snyders. Haigh-Smith’s 
British co-driver James Aldridge is 
ineligible for points.
 Megan Verlaque, who leads the 
S1400 Class with three wins to date in 
a factory BP Volkswagen Polo S1400, 

is sixth overall in the Two Wheel Drive 
Championship, with 63pts. Second in 
S1400 with 9pts is Henk Lategan (Q8 
Oils Volkswagen Polo S1400), who has 
two Class wins to his credit so far.
 In the hotly contested 
manufacturers’ championship it’s a 
two-horse race between current leaders 
Toyota on 779pts and Volkswagen on 
725pts as the prestigious title chase 
heads down to the wire. Toyota is 
seeking a record 14th consecutive 
championship dating back to 1998. Ford 
is third with 658pts.



The title of this report does no justice to the 
high-action from the WRC Rallye de France 
this past weekend. With three different 
leaders over the three days of intense 
competition, it was Frenchmen Sebastien 
Ogier and Julien Ingrassia (Citroën Total 
World Rally Team) that beat off the 
challenge from the MINI WRC Team’s Dani 
Sordo and Carlos del Barrio.
 This all-asphalt rally was a fantastic 
display of speed, reliability and consistency for 
not the Citroëns or Fords, but the MINI John 
Cooper Works WRC machines. The two factory 
MINI entries of Sordo and Kris Meeke/Paul Nagle 
outpaced the Ford Fiesta RS WRCs, and battled 
toe-to-toe with the asphalt kings Citroën.
 Sebastien Loeb/Daniel Elena retired 
from their home event early on Day One due to 
engine problems. The damage was such that the 
pairing was unable to restart the event under 
SupeRally regulations. With Mikko Hirvonen/
Jarmo Lehtinen (Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally 
Team) running in the top fi ve, and with the 
initiative in their favour to capitalise on Loeb’s 
demise, Hirvonen damaged his Fiesta RS WRCs 
suspension and steering on SS3. This moment 
seemed to frighten the Finn, and he never 
seemed to regain his confi dence or rhythm for 

the remainder of the weekend.
 Petter Solberg/Chris Patterson, 
privateer Citroën DS3 WRC crew for the Petter 
Solberg World Rally Team, set about positioning 
himself at the top of the leader board on Day 
One. He showcased the driving from earlier this 
season that saw him challenging for podium 
positions, and reminded the WRC Service Park of 
his brimming talent pool on asphalt and gravel 
rallying.
 It was a puncture, and not lack of 
speed, that slowed Solberg’s charge. This 
unfortunate incident dropped the 2003 World 
Rally Champion 50sec he was never able to reel 
in. The fi ght for the Rallye de France win was 
then fought out between Ogier and Sordo, and 
what a fi ght it was too.
 For two days, Sordo and Ogier traded 
fastest stage times and continued to edge ever 
further ahead of their rivals. Sordo is an asphalt 
specialist, and the MINI was balanced throughout 
the rally. Of course, Sordo was pushing his limits 
of car control and the car’s levels of traction 
through the bumpy, narrow and winding roads 
around Alsace. For a newcomer to the sport, and 
to be fi ghting for a victory, was encouraging for 
rally fans and the sports promoters.
 Ogier too was on the limit, and he too 
was out to take advantage of Loeb’s demise and 
the somewhat lacklustre performance from the 
Ford crews.

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Citroën Racing; WorldRallyPics; MINI

Ogier wins in Loeb’s backyard

Event Reports
ResultsParc Ferme
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 At the overnight halt at the end 
of Day Two, Ogier enjoyed a slender lead 
of 9.5sec over Sordo. The six stages 
making up Day Three saw Sordo cut 
Ogier’s advantage to 4.9sec with just 
two stages remaining. Try as he liked, 
Ogier matched Sordo’s pace and was 
able to eke out 1.0sec and then another 
0.4sec to fi nish the demanding rally 
6.3sec ahead of the Spaniard.
 It must be noted that the 
gap from fourth to fi fth was over three 
minutes, and so was the gap from 
second to third.
 Third place, and 01min 17sec 
adrift was Petter Solberg. Jari-Matti 
Latvala came within striking range on 
Day Three, but team orders dictated 
that he fall behind Hirvonen to boost the 
older Finn’s WRC Drivers’ Championship 
hopes.
 Solberg was, however, 
excluded from the rally after post-
race scrutineering revealed that his 
car was four kilograms under weight. 
Event Stewards excluded the Petter 
Solberg World Rally Team from the 
fi nal classifi cation after meeting with 
the team to hear their reasons for the 
underweight machine. Solberg did not 
appeal the decision.
 For the second rally running, 
Latvala ceded to Hirvonen. Along with 
Solberg’s exclusion, this moved him into 

thrid place overall and joint leader of the 
WRC Drivers’ Championship with Loeb 
with just two rallies remaining.
 Denis Kuipers and Frederic 
Miclotte (FERM Power Tools World Rally 
Team) powered to a career-best fi fth 
overall result after posting impressive 
stage times throughout the weekend on 
his least favourite surface. The Dutch 
crew, piloting a Ford Fiesta RS WRC, 
were the highest privateer fi nishers on 
this event too after outpacing Henning 
Solberg/Ilka Minor (M-Sport Stobart Ford 
World Rally Team) in sixth. 
 Mads Ostberg/Jonas Andersson 
(M-Sport Stobart Ford World Rally 
Team) came home in seventh position, 
but this result would have been more 
encouraging had the Norwegian not 
suffered two punctures.
 Eighth place was claimed by 
Ken Block/Alex Gelsomino (Monster 
World Rally Team) after an intense 
battle for the points-paying position 
with up-and-coming rally crew Pierre 
Campana and Sabrina de Castelli (MINI 
John Cooper Works WRC). At the end, 
with this battle having been fought 
out over a handful number of seconds, 
saw Block put his legendary gymkhana 
skills to good effect to outshine the 
young Frenchman in the rally’s fi nale, 
the Power Stage. Rounding out the top 
ten was Briton Matthew Wilson/Scott 

Martin (M-Sport Stobart Ford World Rally 
Team).
 The penultimate round of the 
2011 WRC season takes place on 20 - 
23 October at the RallyRACC - Rally of 
Spain, another all-asphalt event. H&H

Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia 
       Citroen DS3 WRC - 03hr 06m 20.4s
02) D. Sordo/C. Del Barrio 
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 6.3s
03) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 03m 26.6s
04) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 03m 30.3s
05) D. Kuipers/F. Miclotte 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 06m 42.0s
06) H. Solberg/I. Minor 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 07m 08.3s
07) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 07m 58.3s
08) K. Block/A. Gelsomino 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 08m 25.5s
09) P. Campana/S. De Castelli 
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 08m 38.7s
10) M. Wilson/S. Martin 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 10m 00.8s

Drivers’ Championship Standings:
=01) S. Loeb - 196 pts
=01) M. Hirvonen - 196 pts
03) S. Ogier - 193 pts
04) J-M. Latvala - 131 pts
05) P. Solbeg - 110 pts

Manufacturers’ Championship Standings:
01) Citroën Total WRT - 372 pts
02) Ford Abu Dhabi WRT - 318 pts
03) M-Sport Stobart Ford WRT - 133 pts
04) Petter Solbert WRT - 98 pts
05) FERM Power Tools WRT - 34 pts
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The inaugural WRC Academy season has 
produced three different winners from the 
fi ve of six rounds thus far.
 Spaniard Yeray Lemes fi nished the WRC 
Rallye de France as the quickest runner in the 
WRC Academy category, but Stewards slapped 
the youngster with a fi ve-minute time penalty 
for a repeat speeding infringement on a liaison 
section. The win was therefore handed to British 
stars Alister Fisher/Daniel Barritt, claiming his 
fi rst WRC Academy win of 2011.
 Lemes took an early lead in the Class by 
winning the opening stage of the event, but his 
lead didn’t last long. Craig Breen set a scorching 
SS3 time to jump into the lead, ahead of the 
WRC Academy Cup leader Egon Kaur. Breen’s 
points haul was increased when Kaur went off 
the road on SS3 and was forced to retire from 
the event.
 Breen attacked on the morning and 
afternoon’s stages, and despite picking up a 
puncture on SS7, the Irishman claimed six of the 
opening day’s eight speed tests to fi nish 24.6sec 
ahead of Lemes.
 Day Two saw Breen pick up where he 
left off at the end of Day One, but his rally came 
to a screeching halt on SS10. Breen went off the 
road, broke a sideshaft and was forced to retire.
 Newly promoted to the top spot, Lemes 
went about opening up a small advantage 
over Fisher and the rest of the WRC Academy 
runners. The Spaniard set three fastest stage 
times on the day’s nine tests that concluded the 
WRC Academy category.
 In Strasbourg, Lemes reached the 
fi nish 42.3sec ahead of Fisher. Unfortunately, 
Lemes’ champagne celebrations were cut short 
when he was informed of the decision of the 
event stewards to drop him to third in the fi nal 
classifi cation, which promoted Fisher to fi rst and 
Spaniard Jose Suarez to second.
 “Of course it’s disappointing to drop 
to third after receiving a fi ve-minute penalty,” 
said Lemes. “However, it’s still great to have my 
second podium in a row and Alastair is a great 
driver so I am very happy for him.”
 Fisher and Suarez were embroiled in 
a tussle for second position, but Fisher was 
relieved that Suarez suffered a gearbox problem 

on SS11 to slow his pace and thereby allow 
Fisher breathing space.
 Fisher said: “Lemes won the rally on the 
stages and he did an awesome job. Of course it’s 
good to win the WRC Academy here in France 
but let’s hope I can put in the times and win on 
home ground on Rally GB next month.”
 Even though Breen failed to fi nish the 
event, he is now only 20 points behind Egon 
Kaur in the Championship standings.
 “I’ve made a hell of a lot of mistakes 
in my career, but this time Gareth [Roberts, my 
co-driver] was a wee bit late with the note for 
a slow left corner,” said Breen. “We went into a 
bank and broke the driveshaft. That’s why we 
couldn’t carry on. But we’re not giving up on the 
title, no way.”
 After the two days that made up the 
WRC Academy event, eight runners reached 
the fi nish. Behind Suarez was Sepp Wiegand 
in fourth with Pirelli Star Driver Molly Taylor 
scoring a season-best fi fth on her least favourite 
surface. Timo van der Marel completed the top 
six, Estonian Miko-Ove Niinemae in seventh and 
Swede Fredrik Ahlin eighth.
 German star Christian Riedemann 
retired on SS13 with broken suspension, 
Brendan Reeves retiring from fourth with a 
broken clutch on the penultimate stage, Jan 
Cerny crashed out on SS10, with Sergey 
Karyakin and Andrea Crugnola both out on SS12.
 South African Ashley Haigh-Smith’s 
WRC Academy debut ended abruptly after the 
Cape Town-based rally driver and British co-
driver James Aldridge crashed heavily in SS2. 
Unfamiliar on asphalt stages, Haigh-Smith 
was enjoying his WRC experience in France. 
He was helicoptered to hospital in Strasbourg, 
and suffered a broken shoulder and collarbone. 
Alridge experienced minor injuries and was 
released from hospital.
 The fi nal round of the WRC Academy 
takes place in Wales for the Wales Rally GB in 
mid-November.

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Trevor McGrath; Pirelli Media

Lemes speeds to penalty, Fisher wins
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Overall Classifi cation:
01) A. Fisher - 03h 06m 01.5s
02) J. Suarez + 40.5s
03) Y. Lemes + 04m 17.7s
04) S. Wiegand + 06m 21.7s
05) M. Taylor + 18m 04.5s
06) T. Van Der Marel + 30m 37.8s
07) M. Niinemae + 32m 47.5s
08) F. Ahlin + 36m 33.2s

H&H
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From the fi rst stage to the last, the three 
days that made up the Super 2000 World 
Rally Championship round in Alsace, France 
this past weekend was dominated by the 
Estonian sensation Ott Tanak and co-driver 
Kuldar Sikk (Ford Fiesta S2000).
 With this latest win for the young star, 
he will now take to the fi nal round of the series 
in Spain next month just three points behind 
series leader Juho Hanninen. This was Tanak’s 
third win of the season in the SWRC.
 The Finn Hanninen was in contention 
for a podium in the category, but Tanak simply 
outpaced the Skoda driver. Tanak kept the pace 
high even after the early demise of Hanninen 
after a puncture on SS3 and then an accident 
on Day Two that ruled him out of the event. 
He did, however, restart the rally on Day Three 
under SupeRally regulations and powered to fi fth 
overall.
 Mentored and managed by MM 
Motorsport, former WRC ace Markko Martin’s 
rally preparation fi rm, Tanak is in the best 
possible situation to challenge for a title this 
season.
 “There is one race to go and for sure 
it will be a big battle,” said Tanak. “Maybe this 
battle was not that big because it ended on stage 
three. I have a nice feeling now on Tarmac and 
for sure we will fi ght for everything in Spain. I 
had a spin [on Day Two], but otherwise it was 
okay.”
 Red Bull’s Skoda driver Hanninen, 
whose last SWRC victory was on home soil in 
Finland back in July, said: “I made a very stupid 
mistake and have made it more diffi cult for Spain 
now. But at least it’s still in my own hands.”
 The Finn also contests the highly 
competitive Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
series, and is its reigning Champion. He is still in 

a strong position to repeat the feat thanks to his 
victories in 2011 thus far, even though he is on a 
restricted calendar.
 Norwegian Eyvind Brynildsen, driving 
a Skoda Fabia S2000, reached the fi nish for the 
fi rst time this season. He has completed previous 
rounds, but under SupeRally regulations. This 
weekend’s effort has highlighted the potential of 
this rally driver. Coincidentally, this rally was the 
fi rst event he contested with new co-driver Timo 
Alanne, a respected co-driver in European Rally 
Championship circles.
 Rounding out the SWRC podium was 
the Ford Fiesta S2000 of Czech Martin Prokop/
Jan Tomanek. Prokop, together with Tanak, are 
the fastest Ford SWRC crews of 2011 and have 
brought the title fi ght squarely to their Skoda 
rivals.
 Portuguese rally driver Bernardo 
Sousa (Ford Fiesta S2000) was the last of the 
SWRC drivers to complete the full rally distance 
(meaning without restarting the event under 
SupeRally regulations) to bring his Ford home in 
fourth place.
 French wild card entrant, and another 
fast IRC driver Julien Maurin (Ford Fiesta RS 
WRC) was forced to restart Day Three under 
SupeRally rules after an ‘off’ and managed 
to bring it home in sixth place in the SWRC 
category.

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: M-Sport

Tanak proves too quick for SWRC rivals

Overall Classifi cation:
01) O. Tanak/K. Sikk
       Ford Fiesta S2000 - 03h 17m 52.1s
02) E. Brynildsen/T. Alanne
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 02m 33.7s
03) M. Prokop/J. Tomanek
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 02m 40.7s
04) B. Sousa/P. Babo
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 04m 34.9s
05) J. Hanninen/M. Markkula
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 31m 2.5s
06) J. Maurin/O. Ural
      Ford Fiesta S2000 + 31m 34.0s

H&H
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The Latvian rally season ended in 
September, with the last championship 
event, the Rally Latvija 2011, where all 
remaining titles were distributed to the 
winners.
 Rally Latvija traditionally is the last 
event of the Latvian Rally Championship held 
at the end of September. Previously, when 
under Soviet rule, the rally was named Kuldīgas 
Rudens (“Autumn of Kuldīga”), but for this year 
the autumn hesitated to come to Latvia and the 
golden and ruby leaves were hardly seen on 
the trees; summer does not hurry to go away, 
and the rally in the surroundings of the cities of 
Kuldīga and Jūrmala was held in perfect, warm 
and sunny conditions.
 The organiser of this rally, Jānis 
Krastiņš, before event confessed that he can’t 
make rallies easy, and he doesn’t lie: Rally 
Latvija 2011 was unexpectedly diffi cult and 
tricky, with a lot of ‘offs’, bigger and smaller 
crashes. But, there were no disappointed 
faces after the event as the stages were really 

interesting, even for those who were unfortunate 
to not reach the fi nish. Defi nitely, those who 
decided not to start here can be counted as 
losers as they haven’t taken part in maybe the 
most interesting event of the season. As the 
weather was sunny all the week prior to the rally, 
the stages were dry and mud, water splashes or 
other circumstances didn’t affect the roads, so 
only “human errors” could occur and this made 
rally even more interesting.
 After winning the Rally Kurzeme 2011, 
it was not necessary for Estonians Georg Gross/
Raigo Molder (Ford Focus WRC 08) to come to 
Latvia again as they had already secured gold 
medals in the Latvian Rally Championship in 
Class A Plus. In the Rally Latvija 2011, they 
didn’t participate nor did the other leaders and 
top three in the overall championship remained 
as it was before this event: gold for Gross/
Molder, silver for Mārtiņš Svilis/Aivis Aizsilnieks, 
bronze for Lithuanians Deividas Jocius/Gediminas 
Žliubas.
 Despite the very strong results in Rally 
Latvija 2011, the win in this Class didn’t go to 
experienced Finns Jari Ketomaa/Mika Stenberg 
as their Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X R4 still had 

Words: Liga Stirna
Pictures: Kriss Karnitis

Titles and medals for Latvia awarded
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teething issues (problems with the car’s 
gearbox on very fi rst stages forced 
Ketomaa to lose minutes and he had 
to restart under SupeRally rules). First 
place went to Jānis Feldmanis/Anrijs 
Jesse in a similar R4 car, while Ketomaa 
fi nished in a disappointing 17th overall. 
But, MML Sports for sure learnt valuable 
experience for their new car again.
 Also in Class N4, the champions 
were already crowned: Andis Neikšāns/
Pēteris Dzirkals (LMT Rally Team), but 
Andis decided to compete in last event 
of the season to help older brother Māris 
win the silver medal in the Championship 
and they succeeded. Andis took the win 
in Class N4, and Māris Neikšāns/Ringolds 
Bērziņš came third to hand them the 
second step of the podium in the overall 
classifi cation.
 The fi ght for bronze in Class 
N4 didn’t end on the last stage or even 
with prize-giving, though. Second place 
on the Rally Latvija 2011 was claimed 
by Aivis Egle/Andis Dauga, but they 
were disqualifi ed after the post-event 
scrutineering as their car didn’t comply 
with the technical regulations. So the 
bronze medals of the rally and whole 

championship went to Jānis Vorobjovs/
Guntars Zicāns.
 Class 2WD was the only Class 
where nothing was decided ahead of 
the rally. Either Lithuanian Vytautas 
Baranauskas (Renault Clio), Estonian 
Markus Abram (Honda Civic Type R), 
Russian Dmitry Myachin or Latvian 
Ralfs Sirmacis (Renault Clio) could be 
champion, but Baranauskas’ prospects 
were better though. The young Estonian 
Abram won the Rally Latvija 2011 
Class 2WD honours, but Baranauskas 
came second and overtook Abram by 
3 points in Championship standings. 
Unfortunately, Latvia’s only hope, Ralfs 
Sirmacis, retired and with that went third 
place in this rally and the Championship 
honours to Dmitry Myachin (Honda Civic 
Type R). It has been a long time since 
the fi nal Championship podium of the 
Latvian Rally Championship has been so 
international and without any of Latvian 
drivers…
 In Latvian rallying this year, it 
hasn’t been easy because of the post-
economic crisis, and we have seen 
decreasing numbers of local drivers. 
However, what our rally organisers and 

Championship rulers can be proud of 
is that there were more foreign drivers 
in our events than in previous seasons, 
It seems that the slogan of the Latvian 
Rally Championship, the place where you 
want to race, is true! H&H

Overall Classifi cation:
01) A. Neiksans/P. Dzirkals
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X - 01h 05m 04.6s
02) J. Feldmanis/A. Jesse
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X R4 + 02m 21.0s
03) A. Egle/A. Dauga
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 02m 26.1s
04) M. Neiksans/R. Berzins
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 02m 43.0s
05) J. Vorobjovs/G. Zicans
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 04m 34.4s
06) A. Mersiyanov/D. Chumak
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 05m 37.7s
07) A. Gorelov/I. Skuridin
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 05m 56.4s
08) N. Berkis/O. Berkis
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VIII + 06m 37.4s
09) T. Kravchenko/A. Gorbik
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 06m 37.7s
10) M. Abrams/J. Vosa
       Honda Civic Type R R3 + 07m 38.7s



Issue 203 • 03 October 2011 • Page 16

The all-action Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) is back on gravel for the 
third running of RACMSA Rally of Scotland 
this weekend with six drivers still locked in 
combat for the coveted title.
 With live coverage on Eurosport and 
extra points offer to the top 10 eligible fi nishers, 
the event is set to emulate the high drama and 
thrilling battles witnessed on several rounds of 
the IRC this season. Such has been the close 
nature of the competition in 2011 that the 
winning margin on four events has been less 
than two seconds. Scotland’s IRC qualifi er is set 
to be no different.
 Rally of Scotland’s stages are some of 
the fastest and most spectacular on the calendar. 
Winding their way through the picturesque 
Perthshire and Stirlingshire countryside in the 
centre of the country, the stages use mainly 
closed-forest roads with blind crests, climbs 
and descents, sharp drops, tight junctions, off-
camber corners and tree-lined straights all in 
store for the bulging entry.
 The event gets underway with two runs 
through the Carron Valley stage on Friday night 
following the ceremonial start at Stirling Castle. 
Carron Valley, which measures 8.36km in length, 
uses forest roads around Carron Reservoir close 
to Stirling and will provide an early test for the 
IRC crews, who will tackle the stage in the dark.
 Saturday’s itinerary features three 
repeated stags in Perthshire: Craigvinean, 
Drummond Hill and Errochty. The fi nishes of 
Craigvinean and Drummond Hill have both 
undergone minor changes for 2011 with the last 
2km of Craigvinean featuring several high-speed 
crests, while the second Drummond Hill run will 
be held after dark.
 The county of Stirlingshire will host 
Sunday’s action. Following a third visit to 
Carron Valley, competitors will tackle two runs 
of the Loch Chon and High Corrie stages, which 
include sections of the old Loch Ard test, before 
the event draws to a close at Scone Palace 
where two short stages will be held prior to the 
ceremonial fi nish. Scone Palace, on the outskirts 
of Perth, is where kings of Scotland were 

crowned in centuries past.
 On both days the permanent service 
park will be housed at Perth Airport although a 
remote service will be available in the town of 
Callander on Sunday to reduce the total liaison 
distance for the competitors while providing 
welcome respite following the fi rst 25.81km High 
Corrie test.
 In addition to forming the penultimate 
round of the main IRC, Rally of Scotland counts 
for the new-for-2011 IRC Production Cup for 
R4 and Group N-specifi cation four-wheel-drive 
machines, plus the IRC 2WD Cup for 2WD cars.
 An entry full of quality and quantity has 
been assembled for RACMSA Rally of Scotland’s 
third appearance in the IRC with fi ve of the six 
title contenders set to fi ght for glory against a 
number of talents from the British Isles.
 In a pre-event interview, Juho Hanninen 
(Skoda Motorsport Fabia S2000), said: “Scotland 
is one of the best rallies we do. I love the way 
the stages fl ow over the crests, you carry good 
speed and the surface is always fi ne. It’s a 
big challenge and it will be a very big fi ght for 
victory, but it’s a great place for the fi ght.”
 Alister McRae (Proton Motorsports Satria 
Neo S2000): “I have good memories of rallying 
in this part of the world. We had a good fi nish 
here a couple of years ago, when we fi nished 
second in the PROTON. The competition is going 
to be really tough, there’s a good, quality entry.”
 Guy Wilks (Peugeot UK 207 S2000) 
commented to the media: “It’s a fantastic feeling 
to win and when it’s your home rally it’s even 
better. It will be no easy challenge because there 
are so many Super 2000 cars competing. But 
the best way to win is to beat the best. I’m only 
looking at one thing, to win.”

Event Essentials:
Entries received: 38
IRC appearances: Two
2010 winners: J. Hanninen/M. Markkula (Skoda 
Fabia S2000)
Surface: Gravel
Number of stages: 15
Special stage distance: 196.96km
Liaison distance: 807.55km
Total distance: 1004.51km

Words: Staff Writer
Pictures: IRC Media

Scotland hosts IRC thriller
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