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this stage will be held on Sunday 
morning 22 January. The stage starts 
on the D22 at Sainte Agnes (Alpes 
Maritimes) and snakes its way up the 
Col de la Madone for 5.16km.

Team News
Videos

Event News
Breaking News

The Ford Fiesta R2 claimed its best 
ever fi nish in the FIA World Rally 
Championship at last weekend’s 
Rallye de France.
 Elfyn Evans, former Kick Energy 
Fiesta SportTrophy UK and Ireland 
champion, piloted his Pirelli-supported 
Gwyndaf Evans Motorsport Fiesta R2 
to an impressive 16th place overall to 
be top 2WD car and took the victory in 
Class 6.
 Out of the 64 cars that entered 
the 11th round of the WRC, 36 were 
Ford cars.  Ford won the R2 class, the 
Super 2000 World Rally Championship 
(S-WRC) with the Fiesta S2000 and 
the Ford Fiesta RS WRC claimed seven 
fastest stage times including fi ve out of 
six stage wins on the event’s fi nal day.
 France marked only the 
second time that 22-year-old Evans has 
competed outside the UK.
 Elfyn Evans said: “France 
was my fi rst experience competing on 
asphalt outside the UK and I’m delighted 
to have fi nished 16th overall. I was 
happy with my pace against the FIA 
WRC Academy drivers and we set some 
fastest stage times whilst competing 
with those guys which felt really good. 
The car was going really well too and we 
had no problems. I’m just delighted to 
have left my third WRC event and fi rst 
rally on asphalt outside the UK with such 
a good result.”

Words: M-Sport

Evans fi nishes 
Rallye de France 
as fastest 2WD
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Two-time World Touring Car 
champion Yvan Muller hasn’t ruled 
out making a return to the World 
Rally Championship in the future 
- but only if he can get his hands 
on a more powerful car - reported 
http://www.wrc.com.
 Muller, who is from the Alsace 
region of France where the country’s 
WRC round was based last week, took 
part on the asphalt event in a normally 
aspirated Peugeot 207 S2000.
 When he made his WRC debut 
on the same event 12 months previously 
he did so in an old-generation Citroen 
Xsara World Rally Car complete with a 
turbocharged engine.
 “We improved the balance of 
the car during the rally but there’s no 
power to it at all,” said the 42-year-old 
Frenchman, who was born in Altkirch, 
near Strasbourg. “It’s nice to be out in 
front of my home crowd for once, as 
there’s no race track in Alsace, but that’s 
the best and only thing. We are very 
slow, and compared to last year I’m not 
really enjoying myself. I’m at 100kph 
in sixth gear and that is it; it’s terrible. 
With a turbo, it’s defi nitely much more 
fun. I will work hard to be there next 
year.”
 Muller showed himself to be 
capable of top 10 times with the Xsara 
last year, but struggled to replicate that 
form second time around. After stopping 
with a gearbox problem on Friday, he 
restarted under SupeRally rules on 
Saturday to fi nish 31st.

Words: IRC Media

Muller considers 
more WRC

For the 80th running of the Rallye 
Automobile Monte Carlo, with the 
event spread out from 17 to 22 
January 2012, the organisers have 
created a World Rally Championship 
event second-ton-none.
 For this, the Automobile Club 
de Monaco has selected a 3.58km route 
for the Shakedown Stage scheduled 
for Tuesday 17 January. The start of 
this stage in Dome is located only 
8km from the Parc des Expositions in 
Valence which I am told is near to where 
the Service Park for the stages in the 
Ardeche, Drome and Haute-Loire is 
located.
 The opening round of the 2012 
World Rally Championship takes in 17 
stages over 428.2km, considerably 
longer than the 2008 edition which saw 
only 300 competitive kilometres.
The Power Stage, a new-for-2011 
initiative, will continue into 2012 and 

Words: Evan Rothman

Back to the 
Principality

The rally driver they were all 
talking about at the recent round 
of the World Rally Championship at 
Rallye de France was 26-year-old 
FFSA-backed Pierre Campana who 
stunned insiders and onlookers with 
a performance worthy of a veteran 
rally driver. 
 The rising star ended the 
challenging 23-stage rally with his 
Drive-Pro MINI John Cooper Works 
WRC in an incredible tenth place before 
being elevated to ninth place after a 

Words: Staff Writer

Pierre Campana 
proves himself
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lead competitor was disqualifi ed for 
a regulation infringement. It was a 
potentially career-defi ning performance 
for the young Corsican and his co-driver 
Sabrina de Castelli as they look to 
get back to WRC action at the earliest 
opportunity. 

Quick Q&A with Campana on the phone:
Pierre, you must be thrilled with 
your performance in France-Alsace? 
PC: “On the one hand, I am really 
pleased because we have scored our 
fi rst ever WRC points with Drive-Pro 
and with the MINI John Cooper Works 
WRC. On the other hand, reviewing 
the weekend, I know there are things 
I could have improved and time I 
could have gained to make the result 
even better. Having said that, this 
is all part of a learning experience 
with the backing of the FFSA to learn 
and improve, which I think have 
done well and demonstrated with my 
performances.”

What areas particularly do you think 
you could have improved upon? 
PC: “There are always things to improve 
and time to be found, but particularly 
on the fi rst day, I think I was a bit too 
cautious. There was also a big issue with 
the perimeter poles around the apexes 
that moved after the lead runners had 
gone through, meaning I had to take 
extra care since I was unfamiliar with 
the route. Nonetheless, it was all part of 
my learning curve.”

How did the weekend continue from 
your point of view? 
PC: “After Friday, I knew I had a top 
ten pace, so I deliberately adopted a 
more aggressive style which certainly 
delivered results. I was constantly in the 
top ten; SS13 was a highlight because 
I set the fi fth best time and was right 
on the heels of the offi cial MINI driver. 
That allowed me to enter the top ten 
fi ght, which continued into Sunday with 
another good run of stages. It was a 
great atmosphere and a wonderful event 
so I was extremely pleased to score 
points in only my second WRC event.” 

What does the future hold for you 
now? 
PC: “These two WRC events with the 
FFSA, Drive-Pro and driving the MINI 
have been amazing so I cannot wait 
to get back to WRC. We had hoped 
to participate in Spain but could 
unfortunately not secure enough 
fi nancing for that event, so we had 
to withdraw our entry. However, I do 
know that I will be taking part in two 
French Rally Championship events at 
Rallye Cevennes and Rallye du Var, so I 
will be defi nitely keeping my rally craft 
sharp. I hope I have shown people in 
WRC what I am capable of in just two 
events. I certainly feel that I can do 
much more and feel already at home in 
this challenging and competitive WRC 
environment.” H&H
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Antoine L’Estage and his co-driver Nathalie 
Richard contested last weekend’s Pacifi c 
Forest Rally, the penultimate round of 
the Canadian Rally Championship, in 
British Columbia. The duo won six of the 
competitive stages and assured themselves 
second place overall, giving them enough 
points to clinch the 2011 Canadian title with 
one event remaining in the Championship. 
This marks the fourth Canadian Rally 
Championship for the Rockstar Royal 
Group team and is their second 2011 title, 

after locking up the North American Rally 
Cup with their win at the Rallye Défi  in 
September.
 “We stuck to our original plan for the 
weekend and the entire team did an amazing 
job to ensure that we could bring home the 
Championship title again this year,” confi ded 
Antoine L’Estage. He added: “After winning every 
single Canadian rally since September 2010, 
(seven consecutive events), I had to hold myself 
back a bit here because our priority was the 
Championship title. The Pacifi c Forest Rally is not 
an easy event and again this year, many teams 
suffered from fl at tires or mechanical issues. Our 
Yokohama tyres provided us with the best line-

Words: Staff Writer
Pictures: Andrew Harvey Photography
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up to avoid any fl ats and our Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo X was once again extremely 
reliable. Our Championship is as much 
for us as it is for John Buffum and the 
entire Rockstar Royal Group team for 
their dedicated work throughout the 
entire season.”
 Quebec driver, L’Estage, and 
his small private team have experienced 
a remarkable season with a string 
of victories and titles. “Winning the 
Championship here in Merritt, during 
the second last event in the 2011 
calendar, is such an advantage because 
it eliminates all pressure for the Rally 
of the Tall Pines, the fi nal event of the 
year taking place next month in Ontario. 
The last rally will still offer Mitsubishi a 

chance to win the manufacturer’s title if 
the top Mitsubishi fi nishes in the top six 
overall,” mentions Antoine L’Estage.
 As for Nathalie Richard, this 
second consecutive Canadian title 
highlights a faultless season: “This year 
we truly demonstrated how important 
the concept of a team is. In the car, it’s 
Antoine and I that need to set fastest 
times but it’s the work of John Buffum 
and our amazing mechanics, as well as 
the implication of all of our sponsors, 
that enable us to be so successful,” she 
explains.
 Antoine L’Estage holds four 
North American championship titles 
(2007, 2008, 2010 and 2011), four 
Canadian titles (2006, 2007, 2010 and 

2011), one American title (2010), and 
thirty-one overall victories in Canada and 
the US. Nathalie Richard holds seven 
overall national championship titles (4 
in Canada and 3 in the USA), as well as 
thirty-seven overall rally wins on both 
sides of the border. She is also a seven-
time North American Champion (2004 – 
2011, excluding 2006).
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Organisers of the MSA British Rally 
Championship are delighted to announce 
the introduction of brand new series for 
2012: the Production BRC (PBRC), which 
has been created exclusively for four-
wheel-drive production cars.
 With the announcement made at the 
start of 2011 that the BRC will only feature R1, 
R2 and R3 class two-wheel-drive cars next year, 
an opportunity has arisen to create a high-
profi le, professionally organised, UK-wide series 
that caters solely for four-wheel-drive cars.
 The new series will follow all six rounds 
of the British Championship – four gravel and 
two asphalt- with the rallies running under a 
National B permit, which will allow recce to take 
place on asphalt events, but not gravel.
 The rallies will be approximately 
25% shorter than the International events 
which make up the British Championship, 
with distances estimated at 65-70 competitive 
miles for forest rallies and 100-110 for asphalt. 
Although the 2WD cars will run at the front 
of the fi eld, it is planned that the fi nal loop of 
stages on the international event will be omitted 
from that of the national rally and therefore, 
PBRC competitors will cross the fi nish line fi rst.
 In addition to All homologated R4, N4 
and Super 2000 cars, organisers are proposing 
to allow cars vehicles that were previously 
homologated in N4 during the past 10 years 
and are currently looking at ways in which the 
older machinery can be fairly and economically 
upgraded in order to compete on a level 
playing fi eld with the newer and faster variants. 
World Rally Cars will not be permitted to enter 
however.
 Organisers anticipate that, by virtue 
of the series following the BRC, many of the 
advantages and promotional benefi ts will carry 
over to the PBRC, such as: offering classic and 
, well-managed events featuring some of the 
best special stages in the British Isles, spectator 

friendly town centre starts; PR and publicity 
campaigns; well organised service areas and a 
dedicated series website. Television coverage is 
also being planned.
 “We made the decision to go to a 
two-wheel-drive only British Championship 
in 2012 for a number of very good reasons. 
However, we are aware that some competitors 
using four-wheel-drive machinery  want  to 
compete in a high-profi le, well-managed national 
series that offers more stage mileage than is 
currently available elsewhere, but without the 
commitment of doing full international rallies”, 
said BRC Manager Mark Taylor. “After carrying 
out extensive market research, we believe that 
the PBRC ticks all of the boxes and will provide 
competitors with eligible four-wheel-drive cars 
with exactly what they are looking for, at a cost 
that represents excellent value for money.”
 Regulations will be available in 
November, subject to approval by the MSA. For 
further information, contact the British Rally 
Championship Offi ce: +44 (0) 1244 303150, 
info@rallybrc.co.uk.

2012 PBRC Calendar (subject to MSA approval):
25 February: Rallye Sunseeker (Gravel)
31 March: Bulldog Rally North Wales (Gravel)
28 April: Pirelli Rally (Gravel)
1/2 June: Jim Clark Rally (Asphalt)
17/18 August: Todds Leap Ulster Rally (Asphalt)
29 September: Rally Yorkshire (Gravel)

Eligible vehicles:
Homologated Group N4, Group R4 and Super 
2000 cars or Subaru Impreza N9 and Mitsubishi 
Evolution VII onwards, featuring restrictions that 
will include a weight limit of 1320kgs, the use of 
standard transmission/differential casings and a 
34mm turbo restrictor. Full details will be defi ned 
by technical regulations due for publication in 
November 2011.
 For more information on the Dulux 
Trade MSA British Rally Championship visit 
http://www.rallybrc.co.uk.

Words: BRC
Pictures: Jakob Ebrey Photography
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Australian rally driver Molly Taylor 
has fi nished fi fth in the World Rally 
Championship Academy round in France, 
her best result for the year.
 In an incredibly diffi cult event that 
tested even the leading WRC drivers, the young 
Sydneysider and British co-driver Seb Marshall 
set their sights on a strong fi nish in Rallye de 
France and achieved it.
 “I’m really happy because I needed to 
get a good clean result and fi fth is more than I 
expected, but the reality is all about where our 
performance is and where it needs to be,” Molly 

says.
 “Obviously it is great to get a result 
and some points in what was a really tough 
event with a lot of attrition. We were focussed 
on staying on the road and not making any 
mistakes and we achieved that. 
 “This rally certainly highlighted how 
far we have come, but also how much further 
we have to go, so while we are obviously very 
pleased with the result – especially for Pirelli, 
and the Australian Motor Sport Foundation and 
everyone who has supported us – it’s not as if 
we can just sit back and relax. We need to keep 
pushing to make improvements wherever we 
can.”

Words: Staff Writer
Pictures: McKlein; Greg Roslon

Taylor sweeps to fi fth in WRC Academy
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Seven-time world Champion Citroën driver 
will join the celebrities in the Grévin Wax 
Museum on 13 October, becoming the fi rst 
rally driver to go on display among the 250 
fi gures in the museum.
 Sébastien Loeb was born on 26 
February 1974 in Haguenau in the Bas-Rhin 
department, and today he is the most-titled 
French rally driver. In just ten years he has had a 
meteoric rise to fame: he is the record holder for 
the number of world titles (7) and victories (66) 
in the World Rally Championship (WRC). These 
exceptional results make him an outstanding 
fi gure in sport in general and one of the greatest 
drivers of all time.
 He has remained faithful to Citroën 
since his debut, and scored his fi rst victories in 
rallying in 2001 in the French Rally Championship 
and the Junior World Rally Championship. Loeb 
has dominated his sport between 2004 and 
2011 winning seven consecutive world rally 
championship titles with his friend and co-driver, 
Daniel Elena. With two events to go to the end of 
the season, the crew currently leads the Drivers’ 
overall classifi cation. 

 It took six months to create his wax 
double from his fi rst meeting with sculptor 
Stéphane Barret and the workshop team. Loeb 
found the posing sessions great fun: ”I’m very 
fl attered to be part of the Grévin Museum. It’s 
an honour and also recognition for our branch of 
the sport as one that’s representative of France. 
I must say that I was very impressed by the 
amount of work that went into creating my fi gure 
in wax. It was really unbelievable!”
 Everything has to be studied down 
to the tiniest detail with the celebrity so that 
the resemblance is almost disconcerting. This 
includes the colour of the hair, the eyes, the skin, 
handprints, etc - nothing was left to chance to 
make Sébastien Loeb even more life-like than he 
is in reality.
 Loeb’s wax double will be on show 
beside rugby player Sébastien Chabal and 
basketball player Tony Parker in the section of 
the museum dedicated to sports people. The 
driver will appear in his driving suit in the colours 
of Citroën and their partners.
 The Grévin is a private museum created 
in 1882 is Paris on the ‘Grands Boulevards’ and 
welcomes almost 800,000 visitors per year.

Words: Citroën Racing
Pictures: Citroën Racing

Sebastien Loeb’s double on display
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At the Johannesburg International Motor 
Show opened this week, Toyota South 
Africa announced their Dakar Rally 
ambitions. The Imperial Toyota South Africa 
Dakar Team will contest the marathon 
event with Hilux machines in the endurance 
race that starts on 1 January 2012 and 
crosses Argentina, Peru and Chile.
 Headed by Glyn Hall, the mastermind 
behind Nissan South Africa’s participation 
in the Dakar Rally in previous years, Toyota 
Motorsport South Africa will see Duncan Vos and 
Giniel de Villiers headlining the team. Both are 
experienced Dakar Rally competitors and familiar 
with Hall as they both formed part of his South 
African Touring Car team, Nissan off-road racing 

team in the South African National Off-Road 
Racing Championship and then entrants in the 
Dakar Rally. De Villiers famously went on to win 
the Dakar Rally in 2009 in the Volkswagen Race 
Touareg for the German factory team.
 After a year in the South African Rally 
Championship behind the steering wheel of a 
Volkswagen Polo S2000, De Villiers has kept his 
racing skills honed. Meanwhile, Vos has fought 
bravely in the South African National Off-Road 
Racing Championship for the Castrol Toyota Hilux 
squad.

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Quickpic

Packing for the Dakar Rally 2012
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Andreas Mikkelsen’s long wait for his 
fi rst victory in the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) is over after he won 
RACMSA Rally of Scotland to set up a 
thrilling six-way battle for the IRC title on 
the fi nal event of the season in Cyprus next 
month.
 Mikkelsen’s success combined with Juho 
Hanninen’s second place, hands Skoda its second 
IRC manufacturers’ title in as many years. It also 
means the 22-year-old from Norway becomes 
the youngest IRC event winner and the sixth 
different victor in this year’s IRC, such has been 
the extremely open and competitive nature of 
the series in 2011.
 Bryan Bouffi er was the leading Peugeot 
fi nisher in third overall to maintain his title push 
with Irishman Craig Breen a hugely impressive 
fourth overall in his M-Sport Ford Fiesta. Peugeot 
France driver Bouffi er overcame brake problems 
on Sunday morning while Breen’s ultimate 
pace on the fi nal day was masked by a cracked 
exhaust manifold.
 Jan Kopecky maintained his lead at 
the top of the IRC standings by fi nishing fi fth, 
but will face opposition from Skoda Motorsport 
team-mate Hanninen, Team Peugeot Belgium-
Luxembourg’s Thierry Neuville, Mikkelsen, 

Bouffi er and Freddy Loix in his bid to land his 
fi rst Drivers’ crown after fi nishing runner-up for 
the last two years when the IRC concludes in 
Cyprus from 3 - 5 November.
 Mikkelsen, in a Skoda UK-backed Fabia 
S2000, moved into the Rally of Scotland lead on 
Saturday’s second stage and was in control from 
the moment Peugeot UK’s Guy Wilks spun into a 
ditch and got stuck on SS5.
 Co-driven by fellow Norwegian Ola 
Floene, Mikkelsen began the fi nal day with a lead 
of 50.7sec. Although the fi rst two slippery stages 
through the stunning Stirlingshire countryside on 
Sunday morning were trouble-free for Mikkelsen, 
a right-rear puncture six kilometres from the end 
of Sunday’s third test allowed Hanninen to trim 
his advantage to less than 30sec.
 Mikkelsen hit back with the fastest 
time through SS12 before another puncture, 
this time his front-right tyre three kilometres 
from the fi nish of the next run, caused further 
anguish. But after completing the two stages 
around Scone Palace on the outskirts of Perth 
unscathed, Mikkelsen was able to celebrate a 
popular and hugely deserved victory having 
come close on several occasions this season.
 For Hanninen, second place represented 
a remarkable reversal of fortune after set-up 
issues held him back on Saturday morning. The 
Finn, the winner in Scotland in 2010, was fastest 
on three of Sunday’s fi ve forest-based tests.

Words: IRC Series
Pictures: IRC Series

Mikkelsen conquers IRC in Scotland
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 Behind fi fth-placed Kopecky, 
Neuville’s efforts to recover from a 
costly spin on SS10 netted sixth overall 
after he overtook Toni Gardemeister 
on the penultimate stage. Seventh for 
Gardemeister means he has scored 
points on all nine IRC events he has 
contested this year in his TGS Worldwide 
Fabia.
 M-Sport Ford Fiesta driver 
Alastair Fisher was the leading British 
fi nisher in eighth overall after the 
Northern Irishman successfully fought 
back from a broken driveshaft on 
Saturday morning. Wilks should have 
taken ninth following his comeback drive 
only to tear a wheel off his car on a 
gatepost on the fi nal stage to compound 
a frustrating season.
 Matthias Kahle bagged the fi nal 
point for Skoda Auto Deutschland, the 
multiple German champion’s fi rst in the 
IRC. It was also the 50th event he and 
co-driver Peter Gobel have contested 
together with Skoda.
 Skoda Sweden’s Patrik Sandell 
moved into fi fth overall after going 
fastest on SS10. However, in doing so he 
damaged his car’s suspension running 
wide near the fi nish to the point he was 
unable to go any further. Leading female 
driver Burcu Cetinkaya retired her Skoda 
on the road section heading to SS10 
with steering problems.

 An electrical glitch forced PG 
Andersson’s retirement on SS11 after 
the Swede had run as high as fourth 
in the overall classifi cation. Proton 
Motorsports’ team-mate Alister McRae 
was unable to restart on Sunday after he 
stopped on Saturday with a holed sump 
on his Satria Neo S2000.
 Toshi Arai made the most of 
Jarkko Nikara’s retirement on SS13 to 
win the IRC Production Cup for the fi rst 
time in an impressive tenth overall in his 
R4-specifi cation Subaru Impreza.Nikara 
was leading when he spun his Ralliart 
Mitsubishi Lancer into a ditch and got 
stuck. David Bogie started Day Two in 
second in Class, but tore the left-rear 
wheel off his Lancer running wide on a 
corner nearing the end of SS11. Jason 
Pritchard fi nished second in his Impreza, 
despite having to drive through Sunday’s 
stages with a broken damper, which a 
lack of spare parts meant he was unable 
to replace. Arai’s team-mate Fumio 
Nutahara made it a Subaru podium 
lockout with Marco Cavigioli a strong 
fourth.
 Martin Kangur put a frustrating 
season behind him to win the IRC 2WD 
Cup in his Honda Civic Type R. The 
young Estonian moved in front when 
Mark Donnelly retired his Clio R3 with a 
broken engine on Saturday afternoon. 
Harry Hunt should have fi nished second, 

but slid into a ditch on SS11 and was 
unable to regain the road. Jean-Michel 
Raoux missed a golden opportunity to 
move ahead of Stefano Albertini, who 
was not competing in Scotland, to the 
top of the IRC 2WD Cup standings 
only to go off the road on SS13. Rising 
Scottish star John MacCrone fi nished 
second in his M-Sport Ford Fiesta R2 
with Janos Puskadi third for Honda, 
which crowns the Japanese make as the 
unoffi cial IRC 2WD Cup manufacturers’ 
champion.

Overall Classifi cation:
01) A. Mikkelsen/O. Floene
       Skoda Fabia S2000 - 01h 55m 17.2s
02) J. Hanninen/M. Markkula
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 26.4s
03) B. Bouffi er/X. Panseri
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 01m 35.3s
04) C. Breen/G. Roberts
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 02m 05.1s
05) J. Kopecky/P. Stary
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 02m 11.7s
06) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 03m 10.4s
07) T. Gardemeister/T. Suominen
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 03m 11.5s
08) A. Fisher/D. Barritt
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 04m 59.9s
09) T. Arai/D. Moscat
       Subaru Impreza R4 + 08m 17.6s
10) M. Kahle/P. Gobel
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 09m 36.1s
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Pat Richard and Alan Ockwell of Subaru 
Rally Team Canada won the Pacifi c Forest 
Rally last weekend, putting an end to a 
year long drought. The two were competing 
together for the fi rst time this season, 
though together they won the 2008 and 
2009 Canadian Rally Championship titles.
 “We took control of the event right from 
the start,” said Richard, who led most of the 
rally. “Then we had to manage the lead. Really, 
it was a clean run, with no drama. The car was 
fl awless, Alan was great.”
 Richard last won a round of the 
Canadian Rally Championship in the middle of 
the 2010 season, and has faced a number of 
challenges since. Between car development 
issues and using a different co-driver for most 
of the 2011 season the team had been unable 
to reach the top of the podium while his rivals 
seemed to have nearly trouble free runs at every 
event.
 Though Richard’s bid for driver’s title 
is over for this season, he arrived at Pacifi c 
Forest Rally relaxed and refocused on earning 
the Manufacturer’s title for Subaru. The points 
scored this past weekend are vital in Richard’s 
bid to earn the Manufacturer’s title in the 
Canadian Rally Championship. Richard will still 
need to win the fi nal event of the season to 
secure the title for Subaru.
 Second place team of Antoine L’Estage 

and Nathalie Richard ran a conservative event, 
but remained focused on their goal for the 
season.
 “For this rally, we really needed to 
concentrate on the Driver’s Championship and 
not get caught up in the battle for the event 
win. We only needed to fi nish tenth here to get 
the points we needed,” said L’Estage, whose 
second place result earns a second consecutive 
Canadian Rally Championship title for both he 
and co-driver Nathalie Richard.
 “This marks my fourth career 
Championship in Canada, and at the last event, 
I clinched my fourth North American title,” said 
L’Estage. “I wouldn’t be here without the help 
of my sponsors and of course my team. They 
worked hard all season, and we’ve had great 
results. Of the last 11 rallies we’ve done, we’ve 
only had one DNF, we’ve won six, and been on 
the podium for the rest.”
 “Crazy” Leo Urlichich and Martin Brady 
earned the fi nal spot on the podium, though 
Urlichich wasn’t satisfi ed with the result. “Of 
course I want to do better than third place,” 
said Urlichich. “But we had two really good 
accomplishments this weekend. We led the rally 
while both Antoine and Pat were still competing, 
and our margin back from those guys is a lot 
less than it used to be. We just need to fi ne tune 
ourselves and our car, and I think we can go 
even faster.”
 Immediately behind the top three, 
a battle emerged between the team of Hardy 
Schmidtke/John Hall versus rookie Max Riddle/

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Trevor McGrath; Pirelli Media

Richard wins, L’Estage Champion
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Aaron Neumann. Schmidtke took advantage of 
early road position on the fi rst day to open up 
a comfortable margin while slotting into fourth 
place. Riddle, who was further back in the start 
order was slowed by dusty conditions that made 
it hard to see, especially on the night stages.
 “I’ve competed for three years to have 
earned my road position,” said Schmidtke, 
referring to his driver ranking that moves him 
closer to the front of the pack. “But Max is really 
fast, so I’m not sure I can hold him off.”
 Meanwhile, Riddle, who started 
competing less than a year ago, drove calmly, 
clawing back the seconds until edging past 
Schmidtke halfway through Day Two.
 “On Friday, our goal was to get into the 
top fi ve,” said Riddle, a position that gives the 
team an extra minute gap to help reduce the 
chances of catching the dust from the car ahead. 
“From there, we just drove hard to make up 
time.”
 Riddle/Neumann fi nished fourth, their 
highest result in a national championship event.
 In 2WD, brothers Jan and Jody Zedril 
had a largely trouble-free run to the top spot on 
the two wheel drive podium. The pair has been 
one of the most consistent competitors in 2WD 
and have been rewarded by winning the 2WD 
Championship, making Jan the only driver to win 
the title in its three-year history. 
 The Pacifi c Forest Rally also includes 
the PIAA ecoChallenge, an award given based 
on a combination of fast times and low fuel 
consumption. Jim Shepard and local Nicki 
Beverley (Merritt, BC) took the top spot in the 
ecoChallenge in their Toyota Celica. Though 
dominated by 2WD cars, pro-mountain bike rider 

Brandon Semenuk and Adam Vokes were the top 
ranked all-wheel drive car.
 “This rally offers up a great challenge 
for teams, and an amazing experience for 
spectators,” said organiser Paul Westwick. “The 
stages really reward teams that push and take 
chances, and that means more excitement for 
the fans.”
 The 2011 Canadian Rally Championship 
fi nishes at the Rally of the Tall Pines on 25 - 26 
November. Conditions are highly variable at the 
Rally of the Tall Pines, so teams must prepare to 
face everything from soft gravel to snow and ice. 
Multiple class championships will be up for grabs, 
and teams will be driving at maximum attack! 
For more information, visit 
http://www.carsrally.ca or 
http://www.pacifi cforestrally.com.

Overall Classifi cation:
01) P. Richard/A. Ockwell 
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 01h 19m 49.60s
02) A. L’Estage/N. Richard 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 47.85s
03) L. Urlichich/M. Brady 
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 02m 06.20s
04) M. Riddle/A. Neumann 
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 09m 46.40s
05) H. Schmidtke/J. Hall 
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi – 10m 47.30s
06) M. Goodwin/M. Burnely 
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 11m 30.10s
07) M. Jennings-Bate/J. Daly 
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi – 13m 37.50s
08) J. Zedril/J. Zedril 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo ES + 15m 36.50s
09) O. Teczan/A. Cosner  
      Subaru Imprez aWRX - 17m 36.00s
10) E. Grochowski/L. Junnila 
      Volkswagen Golf MkII + 19m 20.20s
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