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Reigning European Rally Champions 
Luca Rossetti and Matteo Chiarcossi 
will enter this weekend’s Rally du 
Valais with the aims of winning the 
ERC title once more.
 At the wheel of his Abarth 
Fiat Grande Punto S2000, Rossetti 
will fl y the fl ag for United Business in 
the fi nal round of the European Rally 
Championship.
 This event, in its 52nd edition, 
starts on thursday 27 Octobert and runs 
until Saturday 29 October. It comprises 
of 17 stages over 264.71 competitive 
kilometers in a route of 708.68km.
 This important and decisive 
event for the Italian driver. “Luca has 
had a great season this year, he has 
always been very fast, and has tackled 
all the races with great determination 
and professionalism,” said Pier Liberali, 
team principal of United Business. 
“He is a fast driver in every situation, 
and thanks to his intelligence in 
race management is concrete and 
competitive in all the rallies. He accepts 
the challenges and loves to compete in 
rallyes which are completely new for him 
and the challenge with the international 
drivers motivates him. The goal of 
United Business in this Swiss event is 
to aim for a podium, even though we 
know it will be a diffi cult challenge. 
I am obviously confi dent that Luca 
can win the European title, unlike his 
competitors he has done less events, 
only eight out of 11 on the calendar but 
I am sure that he will get his third title. 

Team News
Videos

Event News
Breaking News

Words: Evan Rothman

Rossetti at the 
Rally du Valais
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Thierry Neuville says he “will do 
everything to win” the prestigious 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
(IRC) crown when the series 
concludes with a six-way title fi ght 
on the Cyprus Rally next month.
 Neuville’s participation on the 
mixed surface event was confi rmed 
earlier this week when Team Peugeot 
Belgium-Luxembourg lodged an entry 
for the 23-year-old and his co-driver, 
fellow Belgian Nicolas Gilsoul.
 “I will do everything to win,” 
said Neuville. “The right balance 
between driving within your limits and 
fi nding a good pace will be diffi cult 
to fi nd, but I’m going to make sure 
that I’m better prepared than ever. 
Everything is possible.”
 Neuville is a two-time winner 
in the IRC this season with victories in 
Corsica and Sanremo.

Words: Staff Writer

Neuville aims 
for IRC title

Volkswagen is continuing to prepare 
for its entry in the World Rally 
Championship (WRC) in 2013 with 
two young drivers: The German 
Sepp Wiegand with Dakar winner 
Timo Gottschalk as co-driver and 
the Dutchman Kevin Abbring 
with co-driver Lara Vanneste will 
compete for Volkswagen Motorsport 
at the Wales Rally Great Britain (10 
– 13 November).
 The Volkswagen factory team is 
again sending two Fabia S2000 cars of 
the VW Group’s Škoda brand across the 
starting ramp in order to evaluate the 
young talents and, concurrently, gather 
valuable fi ndings at the gravel rally 
around the Welsh capital of Cardiff. In 
2013 Volkswagen will start to compete 
in the top rally series with the Polo R 
WRC that is being developed in parallel.
 “The Wales Rally Great Britain 
is one of the most challenging events in 
the World Rally Championship. The fast
gravel tracks, narrow forest trails 
and the unpredictable weather have 
made it a classic. Therefore, it is a 
must for our team to experience this 
rally in competitive conditions,” says 
Volkswagen Motorsport Director Kris
Nissen. “At the same time we’re giving 
two young drivers the opportunity to 
get to know our team and to show their 
skills. Sepp Wiegand is very young 
but has already caused a sensation on 
numerous occasions. Kevin Abbring has 
a little more international experience but 
also has to adjust to a new car and a 
new environment. Both teams have our 
full support.”
 Sepp Wiegand only switched 
to rally racing last year. Prior to making 
the change the 20-year-old German 
from Saxony was successful on two 

Words: Volkswagen Motorsport

Abbring Jr and 
Wiegand on test
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wheels in Motocross and Enduro sport. 
In the current season the automotive 
mechatronics specialist from Zwönitz in 
the Ore Mountains has achieved several 
Class victories in the German Rally 
Championship and in the ADAC Rallye 
Masters. In addition, he had two runs 
in the WRC Academy, the junior class of 
the WRC. On his debut in Germany he 
fi nished in seventh and at the round in 
France in fourth place. 
 In Wales Wiegand will rely on 
the navigation of seasoned campaigner 
Timo Gottschalk (37), who won the 
Dakar Rally with Volkswagen this year 
and also has WRC experience. 
 At the wheel of the second 
near 270hp Fabia S2000 with four-
wheel drive is Kevin Abbring. As a 
candidate for support of the Dutch KNAF 
federation, the 22-year-old from Son 
near Eindhoven has already gathered 
WRC experience as well. In 2009 he 
managed to take victory at the Junior
WRC round in Poland, a year later 
in Portugal. This year the Dutchman 
clinched an early win of the French 
Gravel Championship for front-wheel 
drive vehicles together with his Belgian 
co-driver Lara Vanneste (21). H&H

It would be the fi rst time a driver wins 
the European Rally Championship three 
times which is certainly rewarding for 
both the crew and for our society that 
has supported Luca’s career in these 
years.”
 This year, the Rallye 
International du Valais will feature 102 
cars with crews from eight countries, 
will see great television coverage 
scheduled, the event organizers have 
signed contracts to broadcast the race 
live in six countries and in 20 other later 
for a minimum time of at least 30min of 
broadcast for each transmission.
 On Friday 28 October, seven 
special stages will be run and the 
rally will end in Martigny on Saturday, 
October 29th at 16.30 after the last 
seven stages. After the race, as 
traditionally in Valais, there will be a big 
party at the end of the rally.



click read enjoy

http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com

your insight into the 
world of rallying

>> >>

http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com


Team Sasol’s Mark Cronje and Robin 
Houghton clinched the 2011 SA Drivers’ and 
Co-Drivers’ Rally Championships  - the fi rst 
privateers in 45 years to claim the titles - 
after ending the MTN Polokwane Rally in 
a fi ghting second place, just 2.7sec shy of 
their fourth victory of the year.
 In a weekend of high drama, the Sasol 
Ford Fiesta S2000 pair started badly, suffering 
a puncture on SS2 on Saturday morning, losing 
24sec to the early leaders. “I had memories 
of Cape Town and wanted to cry”, said a 
disbelieving Cronje. “We came out of the stage 
and saw Conrad (Rautenbach – their main rivals) 
changing a tyre and realised we had been thrown 
a lifeline,” Houghton added.
 The pair slipped down to sixth in the 
overall standings, 28sec off the lead and set 
about clawing their way back into contention. 

By SS5, the Sasol pair was into third place with 
a seemingly insurmountable 30sec to make up 
and the gap to the leaders varied up to nearly a 
minute.
 Lady Luck helped the Fiesta crew on 
SS8, where CronjeHoughton scorched through 
the bushveld stage just as the rally leaders 
Leeroy Poulter/Elvene Coetzee (Castrol Tream 
Toyota Auris S2000) hit problems and slashed 
the defi cit to 6.1sec.
 Sunday’s early start saw a massive fi ght 
for second place with Hergen Fekken’s factory BP 
Volkswagen Polo S2000: after the second stage 
of the day, Cronje/Houghton were 0.4sec off the 
middle step of the podium, which they put to 
rights in the next stage with a cushion of 6sec.
 Such was the frenetic pace that Fekken 
squeezed ahead of Cronje by 0.9sec on the fi nal 
gravel stage, with the Sasol Ford pairing taking 
their fi rst stage win of the event on the fi nal 
2.5km tarmac stadium stage to snatch second in 
the dying moments of the rally.

Words: Sasol Oil
Pictures: Evan Rothman
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 “It’s a huge relief,” said Cronje 
at the fi nish. Sunday was stressful 
because we knew we had it in the bag as 
long as we stayed on the road and out 
of trouble and not hit anything pulled 
into the road. I wasn’t in the sport 14 
months ago, so I’m really chuffed. We 
had our ‘near-death’ experience for the 
event early on and kept a level head. I 
knew the rally would come to us if we 
stayed consistent,” Cronje related.
 Houghton is a rare champion 
adding the national rally title to his 
previous national off-road titles: 
“Saturday was particularly diffi cult; there 
were lots of things to hit. It looked like a 
scrapyard out there!
 “This rally is one where if you 
lose half a minute, you can make it up 
again, unlike on other rallies where you 
would out of the running,” continued 
Houghton. “Mark likes to win on tarmac 
and before the fi nal stage I told him ‘we 
don’t have to win this one’. Not that he 
listened! The pressure was tremendous 

all weekend because the Championship 
was ours to lose. It’s a fantastic feeling 
to have done it in our fi rst year.”
 Jon Williams and Cobus Vrey, 
driving the second Sasol Ford Fiesta 
S2000 ended tenth overall after another 
character-building weekend. In SS2, 
Williams cut a kink a little too closely 
and clipped a concrete block holding up 
a gatepost. “It was a right-left chicane 
with a pole in the grass; the pole was 
bedded in concrete which the previous 
guys had gradually exposed,” said 
Williams. “It hooked a wheel and spun 
me around 180 degrees in mid-air. The 
driveshaft broke and I had to crawl out 
of the stage. We lost just less than 2min.  
It was fi xed in service but the toe-out 
was all wrong.
 “I was happy with my driving 
this weekend. Saturday’s stages were 
much better and I set fairly consistent 
top fi ve times and set the second fastest 
time in SS13. There’s a lot I can still 
improve on, but overall I’m happy with 

the year.”
 Dean Somerset, Sasol Oil 
Head of Sponsorships said: “It is a 
monumental achievement for the Team 
and Sasol to win the championship 
in our fi rst year.  Everything was new 
this year; the car, the drivers and the 
crew members.  It is a clear indication 
that all the elements we assembled to 
create a force to be reckoned with has 
worked out extremely well for everyone 
concerned and the sport as a whole.  
Team Sasol brought a new dynamic level 
of competition as a privateer team to 
rallying that encouraged everyone to 
raise their game to the enjoyment of the 
fans and we look forward to defending 
our hard won titles”.
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Project Mobility, the British not-for-profi t 
organisation which helps re-habilitate 
injured military personnel through 
motorsport, has selected specialist all-
terrain vehicle manufacturer Bowler to 
provide the cars to help it reach its ultimate 
aim: completing the 2014 Dakar Rally.
 The organisation – which appeared in a 
recent feature on BBC Top Gear TV – is preparing 
to enter a team made up entirely of former 
service men and women, all of whom have 
suffered injury in combat, in the 2014 event. The 
team will develop its rally-raid skills with other 
vehicles in national and regional events over the 
next three years, before tackling the 2014 Dakar 
in Bowler’s all-new, fourth generation model, 
codenamed EXR.
 The Project Mobility venture aims to 
engage, involve and inspire injured military 
personnel, and the wider disabled community, 
to participate in motorsport and off-roading 
activities; enhancing confi dence, independence 
and providing a sense of achievement – from 
behind the wheel.
 Director of motorsport at Bowler and 
company founder, Drew Bowler, commented: 
“Project Mobility is a fantastic organisation with 
inspiring core values; empowerment, adventure 
and performance – things which came across 
powerfully in their recent appearance on BBC 
Top Gear. Bowler shares these values and 
we’re delighted to be involved with their Dakar 
programme.
 “For the 2014 Dakar event, the Project 
Mobility team will be using our upcoming model 
– currently under development – so their drivers 
will be among the very fi rst to get behind the 
wheel of this exciting newcomer. The Bowler EXR 
will deliver exceptional off-road performance, 
and will be more capable than any vehicle they 
will have driven. Bowler’s motorsport pedigree 
has been one of the driving forces behind the 
development of this new model, so it’s great to 

be able to support Project Mobility and see a 
Bowler vehicle participating in yet another rally-
raid competition.”
 Stefan Povolotsky, Project Mobility’s 
Team Principle, added, “We’re very glad to have 
Bowler on board with us. The competition and 
technical experience they have is extremely 
valuable, and their new model will provide the 
best possible platform for our team.
 “We have an extraordinary crew at 
Project Mobility, and each member has overcome 
various injuries sustained in combat. From fl esh 
wounds and psychological trauma, to multiple-
limb amputees, they have all been affected 
in some way, but the team has incredible 
determination to achieve its goal of completing 
the 2014 Dakar Rally, and we’re all excited that 
Bowler will be there with us.”
 Bowler’s involvement with Project 
Mobility heralds a return to racing for the 
manufacturer, after taking a sabbatical from 
the 2011/12 seasons to develop its newest 
model, which will be offered in both rally-raid 
and – for the fi rst time in the company’s history 
– road-going form. With experience in rally-raid 
racing since the 1980s, Bowler has enjoyed 
considerable success in a variety of competitions 
over the years, including the gruelling Dakar 
Rally, thanks to the reliability and performance of 
its vehicles.
 Project Mobility mechanics have 
transformed various 4x4 vehicles into 
competition specifi cation over the years, and 
the team has had to undertake driving and 
theory tests to achieve the requisite licences 
to allow them to compete. The project’s fi rst 
vehicle – nicknamed Freida – was a Land Rover 
Freelander, converted to Motorsport Association 
(MSA) competition standards. The team will 
continue to compete in UK rallying events over 
the coming months and aims to progress to the 
European stage in 2012, before taking on the 
Bowler EXR in time for the 2014 Dakar Rally.
 For further information, visit 
http://www.projectmobility4x4.org or 
http://www.bowler-offroad.com.

Words: Staff Writer
Pictures: Newspress
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Gloucestershire co-driver Kaz Watts will 
be have to buy a larger trophy cabinet 
soon after picking up another two rally 
championship title on the weekends 
Cambrian Rally, based out of the Seaside 
town of Llandudno.
 It’s been a year of ups and downs for 
Kaz, picking up the BTRDA Millers Oils 1400 
championship with two rounds remaining, 
and then crashing out heavily on the Trackrod 
International Rally Yorkshire. She’s maintained a 
positive outlook though which has allowed her to 
pick up the Welsh National 2wd co driver award 
and Proton Satria driver, Darren Pinchin, to take 
B9 class win also Kaz pick up the BTRDA Ladies 
Co-Driver award by just two points from Ella 
Flynn.
 The Cambrian Rally, run around the 
North Wales forests of Penmachno, Clocaenog 
and Alwen, played host to the fi nal round of 
the championship. With Kaz and Darren having 
already wrapped up the main titles the pair had 
planned a steady run through the wet stages to 
ensure they bought the car home in one piece.
“We nearly didn’t get to the start of the event!” 
explained Kaz. “The car wouldn’t start on 
Saturday morning so it was a mad panic to fi nd 
and fi x the fault. It turned out there was a wire 
broken in the loom so a quick fi x from Darren 
and the service team meant we made it to 
the Llandudno Seafront with just 5 minutes to 
spare.”
 With overnight rain continuing in to 
the morning stages, the gravel roads were very 
slippery and treacherous in places. Having put 

the car off the road on the event back in 2009, 
Kaz and Darren were keen not to make the same 
mistake again.
 “We were going past the place we 
crashed a few years ago so I reigned Darren in. 
He was very cautious through the area and to 
our surprise our main rival, Justin Lawson, was 
off in exactly the same spot.
 “Once we’d got through the Penmachno 
stages we turned the wick up a bit. Hefi n Lloyd 
Davis was on a fl yer and it was good to have 
a bit of a ding-dong battle with someone after 
Justin’s off.”
 The fi nal couple of stages saw Kaz and 
Darren swap time with Hefi n in his Vauxhall 
Corsa, culminating in a 13th fastest stage time 
up The Great Orme on the penultimate stage of 
the event fi nishing just 10 secs behind Hefi n – it 
ended up being a great battle and we were glad 
to fi nish this event.
  “That’s it for rallying this year with 
Darren – we’re not planning on coming back out 
in the Proton until our home event, The Wyedean 
Rally, in February next year. I’m still in with a 
shout at the MSA English Rally Championship but 
will have to wait until after the Tempest Rally in 
November.
 “I’m now concentrating on the World 
Rally Championship event, Wales Rally GB” said 
Kaz. “It’s been a lifelong ambition to compete 
and I just can’t wait to get on the stages in 
November back with Becky Kirvan.
“I must thank my sponsors for all their help this 
year with Darren in the Proton. Without Gibson 
Forest Trading Post and Castle Woodcraft I would 
never have clinched all these championships 
– it’s been great to work with everyone in the 
team.
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Journalist Marion Jolles hosted the 
evening combining sport and conviviality, 
which celebrated the inauguration of the 
wax fi gure of the seven-time world rally 
champion!
 Béatrice de Reynies, the general 
manager of the Grévin museum, met Sébastien 
Loeb on Thursday 13 October and congratulated 
him on his extraordinary achievements on 
the world motor sporting scene, as well as 
applauding the arrival of a rally driver in the 
museum for the fi rst time. In turn, Bernard 
Pivot, the President of the Grévin Academy, 
offi cially enthroned Sébastien Loeb with a light 
hearted amusing speech. Finally, an emotional 
Gérard Holtz took over and retraced the 
prestigious results of the French sportsman and 
honoured his arrival in the Grévin museum.
 In fi ve minutes, a succession of striking 
images retracing Loeb’s remarkable career 
showed the dexterity and mastery of the driver 
and his co-driver Daniel Elena in the Citroën 
WRCs on all kinds of surfaces. Sébastien was 
surrounded by his family including his mother 
and his wife, his friends and the Citroën 
management.
 When he discovered his wax double, he 
was left open mouthed with astonishment! He 
gave it a minute examination and then told the 

press what he thought. Facing this remarkably 
true-to-life fi gure he said: “It’s really a kind of 
consecration for me to join the fi gures in the 
Grévin museum.”
 It took six months to create his wax 
double from his fi rst rendezvous with sculptor 
Stéphane Barret and the workshop team. Loeb 
entered into the spirit of things with his usual 
sense of humour and naturalness. Everything 
has to be studied down to the tiniest detail with 
the celebrity so that the resemblance is almost 
uncanny. Sébastien Loeb’s hair and blue eyes 
were all recreated down to the tiniest detail.
 Loeb’s wax double in his rally driving 
suit will be on show on a base marked “Rallye 
Grévin” not far from Tony Parker and Sébastien 
Chabal in the section of the museum dedicated 
to sports people.
 From 14th October onwards, all 
Sébastien Loeb’s male and female supporters will 
be able to pose with their favourite sportsman 
for a unique photo. 
 Sébastien Loeb joins the 250 
personalities in the Grévin museum including 
those enthroned in 2011: Sébastien Chabal, 
Cécilia Bartoli and Brad Pitt. At the end of 2011 
the Grévin museum’s present to the
Grévin children will be the Little Prince. The 
Grévin museum is a private institution on the 
‘Grands Boulevards.’ It was created in 1882 and 
welcomes almost 800,000 visitors per year.

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: Yann Deret

Sebastien Loeb: Wax on, wax off
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The Challenge:
After two days, 16 demanding 
stages and a route of 680km, the 
conclusion of the 2011 South African 
Rally Championship proved that this 
sport is highly entertaining, awe-
inspiring and offer’s world-level 
competition.
 Pushing the limits of mechanical 
and physical limits, the Toyota Auris 
S2000 of Leeroy Poulter and Elvene 
Coetzee claimed the win to record their 
second of the season. This pairing 
locked in a rally-long battle with Mark 
Cronje/Robin Houghton (Ford Fiesta 
S2000) and Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries 
(Volkswagen Polo S2000) was only 
fi nalized after the last car completed 
the rally. Cronje fi nished second overall, 
2.7sec behind the winner and Fekken 
came home 5.5sec adrift.
 Interestingly, this event win is 
only Toyota’s second of the season as six 
rally wins have been collected by Ford 
Fiesta S2000 crews.
 High-speed sections, long open 
sections, dry and dusty farm roads, and 
twisty tree-lined routes characterized 
this rally. The rally lead changed several 
times over the course of the weekend, 
with several key drivers falling victim to 
the event’s high rate of attrition.

The Crews:

Boasting the largest privateer rally team 
in South Africa, Team Total took to the 
fi nal event of the season with excitement 
and eagerness. The four-car squad has 
recorded strong results throughout the 
year and with an event as demanding on 
both car and crew Team Total accepted 
the challenge with gusto.
 Team Total contests the premier 
Class S2000 with two crews and the 
Class S1600 and Two Wheel Drive 
Championship with two crews. All four 
cars are Toyotas, with the Class S2000 
machines the latest iterations of the 
rally-winning Auris S2000.
 Mohammed Moosa and Grant 
Martin (number #9 Team Total Toyota 
Auris S2000) pushed their rivals in every 
stage on Day One despite clutch worries. 
These problems persisted on Day Two’s 
seven speed tests, but never hampered 
the aggression behind the steering wheel 
displayed by Moosa.
 “With the mechanical problems 
we experienced, we drove every stage 
as hard and fast as our car allowed,” 
said Moosa. “We’re happy that we 
consistently posted strong stage times. 
It was a fast and tricky rally.”
 Jean-Pierre Damseaux and 
Carolyn Swan (number #10 Team Total 
Toyota Auris S2000) retired on Day One 
after a strong showing in the event’s 
opening stages. Damseaux clipped a tree 
on a sharp bend to damage the left rear 
wheel assembly.
 Multiple former Class champions 

Craig Trott and Robbie Coetzee (number 
#52 Team Total Toyota RunX S1600) 
fought bravely over the event’s 16 
stages, dueling for a spot on the Class 
S1600 podium for the end of the rally. A 
determined drive on Day Two saw Trott 
move up the leader board to claim third 
position in his category.
 “This was a tough event. The 
roads and conditions made this rally 
great for spectators and competitors 
alike. We’re very happy with our 
performance, and will be back next 
season to win our title back.”
 This sport can be cruel, and 
Stefanie Botha and Angela Shields 
(number #60 Team Total Toyota RunX 
S1600) suffered poor luck once more 
this season when on Day One they were 
forced to retire from the event with a 
broken sideshaft. The all-female crew 
restarted Day Two under SupeRally rules 
and proved their potential to outpace 
their Class S1600 rivals. Unfortunately, 
their run of speed was brought to a 
sudden halt by an electrical failure that 
sidelined their rally machine.

Follow Team Total:
For news and photographs live from 
the event, visit us on Facebook at 
http://on.fb.me/pBFCpZ and on Twitter 
at http://bit.ly/jBLu4j. For more 
information, please visit 
http://www.totalmotorsport.co.za.

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: Evan Rothman

Bittersweet symphonies at 
season fi nale for Team Total
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The 2011 South African Rally Championship was 
this weekend zipped up with the MTN Polokwane 
Rally, round eight on the calendar in Polokwane, 
Limpopo. For the next four months, there will 
be no more rally cars revved in anger. The 
Championship winners have been decided, the 

trophies awarded and the champagne sipped. It 
is all over for 2011. Finished. Concluded. Or is it?
 The inaugural MTN Polokwane Rally 
was won by Leeroy Poulter and Elvene Coetzee 
(Castrol Team Toyota Auris S2000), claiming 
their second win of the season. 
 Winning fi ve of the 16 stages, 
Poulter attacked the high-speed stages with 
determination. Not for one moment was the 

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Evan Rothman
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factory Toyota driver able to ease his 
pace, as teammates Johnny Gemmell/
Drew Sturrock, the BP Volkswagen Polo 
S2000 of Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries, 
the Team Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000 of 
Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton and Conrad 
Rautenbach/Nicolas Klinger (GreenFuel 
Ford Fiesta S2000) were breathing down 
his neck for the entire competitive rally 
distance of 206km.
 So close was the fi ght for the 
rally win, and the pressing matter of 
crowning a new Drivers’ and Co-Drivers’ 
Champions, saw the rest of the chasers 
hound Poulter. At the end of the two-day 
event, it was Cronje who claimed the 
second step of the podium, just 2.7sec 
behind Poulter. In the process, this crew 
unoffi cially secured the Drivers’ and 
Co-Drivers’ Championships. An appeal 
from the Toyota Dealer Gauteng Rally is 
still outstanding, and a conclusion to the 
matter in the near future is as likely as a 
snowstorm in the Sahara desert.
 The title win by the Team Sasol 
Ford Fiesta S2000 crew has broken 
records, as it is the fi rst time in the 
sport’s history in South Africa that a 
privateer team claimed the overall 
honours. A job fantastically done by the 
entire Team Sasol and their support staff 
to fi nd themselves winners in their very 
fi rst year of competition.
 Fekken/Arries placed third 
overall after they led Cronje/Houghton at 
the start of the fi nal stage of the event, 
a 3km tarmac speed test by 0.9sec, but 

were overtaken by the Ford pairing and 
fi nished 2.8sec behind it.
 For the affable Poulter, his rally 
victory hung in the balance despite his 
speed. He lost time on Day One when 
he sportingly gave his teammate a part 
from his rally machine to fi x a power-
steering problem. This dropped them 
30sec, but the eventual winners pushed 
to the fi nish line.
 Other Championship hopefuls 
Rautenbach and Kuun had a less than 
inspiring weekend, with Rautenbach 
suffering a certain podium-robbing 
puncture on Day One and battling 
to regain the lost time to the three 
leaders. Kuun stopped on SS4 on Day 
One, putting paid to his defence of his 
Championship crown.
 In a rally characterised by a 
high-attrition rate, in which only 20 
of the original 34 starters fi nished, 
displaying the qualities of a future 
champion was 17-year-old Henk 
Lategan.
 The Q8 Oils-sponsored 
Volkswagen Polo S1400 driver muscled 
his way to fi nish the rally 12th overall, 
the fi rst of the two-wheel drive 
competitors. Lategan, co-driven by 
Barry White, beat his Class S1400 and 
Class S1600 rivals. Such was Lategan’s 
pace that he beat brother-and-sister 
pairing of Christoff and Celeste Snyders 
(Sabretek Volkswagen Polo S2000) by 
17.5sec, and the top two in the category 
also separated by less than 10sec. The 

second Two Wheel Drive competitor to 
cross the fi nish line was Guy Botterill/
Schalk van Heerden (Yato Toyota RunX 
S1600) and Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee 
(Team Total Toyota RunX S1600).
 The Snyders have claimed 
the Two Wheel Drive and Class S1600 
Championship honours ahead of Trott/
Coetzee, but also unoffi cially as results 
from the Toyota Dealer Gauteng Rally 
are still under appeal.
 Recording her second Class 
Championship, back-to-back and in two 
different cars, in two different Classes, 
was Megan Verlaque. Co-driven by 
Hilton Auffray in the BP Volkswagen 
Polo S1400, Verlaque has impressed 
throughout the season with her clever 
driving and speed when necessary.
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Overall Classifi cation:
01) L. Poulter/E. Coetzee
       Toyota Auris S2000 - 02h 08m 46.4s
02) M. Cronje/R. Houghton
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 02.7s
03) H. Fekken/P. Arries
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 5.5s
04) C. Rautenbach/N. Klinger
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 26.0s
05) C. Wilken/G. Godrich
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 01m 40.6s
06) H. Lategan/J. Van der Merwe
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 02m 18.8s
07) N. Ryan/A. Du Toit
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 02m 55.3s
08) M. Moosa/G. Martin
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 03m 25.6s
09) J. Gemmell/D. Sturrock
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 03m 56.4s
10) J. Williams/C. Vrey
       Ford Fiesta S2000 +04m 06.7s
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Setting up the WRC for an electric fi nale, 
Sebsatien Loeb and Daniel Elena (Citroën 
Total World Rally Team) claimed their 
seventh win of the RallyRACC - Rally de 
Espana in his Citroën DS3 WRC.
 The Spanish seaside region of Costa 
Duarada played host to this the penultimate 
round of the 2011 World Rally Championship 
season, over tight and twisty speed tests run 
over gravel and asphalt.
 Loeb now edges clear of Mikko Hirvonen 
(Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team) in the 
Drivers’ Championship standings, and with the 
extra bonus point claimed with his superb Power 
Stage result the gap between him and his closest 
rival is X points.
 Only after employing team tactics did 
Hirvonen fi nd himself on the second step of the 
podium after teammate Jari-Matti Latvala was 
instructed to slow down to allow Hirvonen to 
jump ahead on the leader board and so more 
Championship points.
 However, the MINI John Cooper Works 
WRC machines played a part in the rally thanks 
to pilots Dani Sordo and Kris Meeke. The rally, 
which began on Friday, was dominated by Loeb. 
The seven-times World Rally Champion swept 

to the lead by 30.6sec after Latvala spun and 
picked up a right-front tyre puncture on the day’s 
fi nal stage to lose his 16sec lead over Loeb.
 Day One’s stages were run on dry 
gravel roads and hanging dust slowed the pace 
of chasing cars. Loeb, serving as road sweeper, 
was not distracted by this phenomenon to post 
impressively quick stage times.
 Loeb’s Championship contender 
Hirvonen ran to the opening day’s stages in 
third position overall, some 54.2sec adrift of the 
French ace.
 Citroën Total World Rally Team’s 
Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia was running 
in the top three for much of Day One, but a 
puncture in SS5 dropped him off the lead pace.
MINI’s Dani Sordo (MINI WRC Team) suffered 
a slow start on Day One, his pace hamstrung 
by intercom problems with co-driver Carlos del 
Barrio as well as the hanging dust.
 All was not well for Mads Ostberg 
(M-Sport Stobart Ford Fiesta RS WRC), as the 
Norwegian battled with differential problems.
 Citroën DS3 WRC privateer Petter 
Solberg failed to complete SS1 of the rally after 
striking a drainage culvert while battling in the 
thick hanging dust. Ken Block befell a similar fate 
when he broke his steering on his Monster World 
Rally Team Ford Fiesta RS WRC. Kimi Raikkonen 
exited from the WRC Rally de Espana on SS3 
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Loeb sizzles in Spanish speed fest



with engine-related problems.
 Day Two’s overnight leader 
board saw Loeb still sitting pretty for 
his seventh win here, but it was Ford’s 
Latvala that impressed most on the all-
asphalt speed tests. The Finn actually 
gained on the Frenchman, closing in 
3sec on Loeb’s favourite surface. Latvala 
commented: “It’s been the best day of 
my career ever on Tarmac to be fi ghting 
in Catalunya with Loeb. I’ve not been 
able to catch him so much but I am still 
pleased for my day.”
 Not for the fi rst time this 
season has Mikko Hirvonen endured a 
lacklustre day. The factory Ford driver 
was coming under increasing pressure 
from fourth-placed Dani Sordo until he 
went quicker than the Spanish MINI 
driver on Day Two’s fi nal stage. 
 Ogier’s bad luck transformed 
into a nightmare for his podium 
aspirations when he suffered a second 
puncture.
 Ken Block (Monster World Rally 
Team) and Daniel Oliveira (Brazil World 
Rally Team) both restarted on Day Two 
following their exits on Friday. Oliveira is 
29th with Block 31st overall.
 Day Three in Spain’s WRC 
counter saw Loeb record yet another 
rally win and this earned Citroën the FIA 
Manufacturers’ Championship title for a 

record seventh time. Worringly for the 
team, Ogier was forced to retire on the 
penultimate stage eith engine failure. 
This is the second event that a Citroën 
DS3 WRC has suffered engine woes...
 Loeb’s win was made all the 
more sweeter this weekend when his 
fi ve stage wins meant he broken Markku 
Alen’s record of 801 fastest stage times.
“We did the perfect race I would say 
with no mistakes. Mikko has taken a 
lot of points so we stay very close in 
the championship but the point for the 
Power Stage could be very important.”
 Latvala began Day Three 
continued his best performance on 
asphalt and he continued his pace 
throughout the day. That is, until 
Malcolm Wilson (Team Principal, M-Sport 
and Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team). 
Hirvonen needs as many Championship 
points for his WRC Drivers’ title, and 
Latvala incurred 2min time penalties to 
drop behind Hirvonen into third.
 Sordo thrilled the Spanish fans 
when he bagged fourth overall. The MINI 
WRC Team were pleased that Meeke 
fi nished in fi fth overall, his fi rst fi nish in 
2011 and won the Power Stage to post 
his fi rst Championship points on the 
leader board.
 Ostberg fi nished in sixth 
overall after a weekend of poor luck 

and mechanical problems, while Evgeny 
Novikov (ALMS Raly Team) fi nished 
seventh overall in his debut in a Citroën 
DS3 WRC.
 Unfortunately for hoonigan 
fans, Ken Block retired his Monster World 
Rally Team Ford Fiesta RS WRC on Day 
Three’s opening stage, barely a handful 
of kilometres after going off the road.
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Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/D. Elena
       Citroën DS3 WRC - 04h 05m 39.3s
02) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 02m 06.9s
03) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 02m 32.4s
04) D. Sordo/C. Del Barrio
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 03m 32.4s
05) K. Meeke/P. Nagle
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 05m 15.0s
06) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 05m 54.2s
07) E. Novikov/D. Giraudet
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 09m 31.8s
08) H. Solberg/I. Minor
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 09m 40.1s
09) D. Kuipers/F. Miclotte
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 11m 13.8s
10) J. Hanninen/M. Markkula
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 13m 49.2s
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