
Who will be crowned IRC Champion?Who will be crowned IRC Champion?

Service ParkService Park

Issue 207 • 31 October 2011Issue 207 • 31 October 2011 http://wp.me/pkXchttp://wp.me/pkXc

South Africa’s best take on the world

Start RampStart Ramp

S-WRC and P-WRC Rally Spain review

South Africa’s best take on the world

Kevin Abbring steals the limelight

Parc FermeParc Ferme

“Kevin has undoubtedly got a huge amount of talent and he has engaged with the “Kevin has undoubtedly got a huge amount of talent and he has engaged with the 
Academy programme exceptionally well” - Robert Reid, FIA Institute, page four.Academy programme exceptionally well” - Robert Reid, FIA Institute, page four.

The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!

HairpinsHairpins
your insight into the world of rallying
your insight into the world of rallying&&HandbrakesHandbrakes

http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com
http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com


04 START RAMP04 START RAMP

06 SERVICE PARK06 SERVICE PARK
06  Young drivers against world’s best
07  RFS Magalies 400 route unveiled
08  Road safety: time to take action
09  Paint Wales Rally GB orange

To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS, 2007-11. This 
publication is fully protected by copyright and 
nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While 
reasonable precautions have been taken to 
ensure the accuracy of information from sources 
and given to readers, the editor cannot accept 
responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.

CONTACTCONTACT

Editor Evan Rothman

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc

EDITORIAL INFORMATIONEDITORIAL INFORMATION04  Start Ramp - News Shorts

10 PARC FERME10 PARC FERME
10  S-WRC and P-WRC Rally Spain review
12  IRC Rally Cyprus-Greece preview

Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Contributors Liga Stirna, Patrick Vermaak, 
RallyBuzz, Motorpics, Newspress.

Contents

FOLLOW US!

Issue 207 • 31 October 2011Issue 207 • 31 October 2011

http://www.facebook.com/HandHmag
http://twitter.com/Evan_Rothman
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL186A7B70F7EF47CA&feature=mh_lolz
http://paper.li/Evan_Rothman
http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com


Telephone +27 11 6708400  

E-mail: info@ats-motorsport.co.za 

Website: www.ats-motorsport.co.za 
 

 

    

Sparco WTX J-5I Helmet 
 

 

 

 

Two outer shell sizes 

• Fibreglass shell 

• Snell - SA2010/FIA 8858 – 2010 approved 

• Fitted with intercom and anti-noise earphones 

• Adjustable microphone boom 

• Removable washable lining  

Now in stock   
 

 

 

 

 

�

�

�

http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za


Luca Rossetti and Matteo Chiarcossi, 
with their Abarth Grande Punto 
S2000, earned at the Rallye du 
Valais the mathematical certainty of 
being European Rally Champions for 
the third time – the fi rst crew to do 
so in the history of the continental 
series. 
 The European Rally 
Championship is the international 
motorsport series with the longest 
tradition, with the fi rst edition 
dating back to 1953 while the World 
Championship was fi rst held in 1973.
 Luca Rossetti said: “I dedicate 
the victory to Ing. Wester (CEO of 
Abarth n.d.r.) who has always believed 
in me, and to all the people at Abarth. 
I am proud to have won this title with 
an Italian car. For me it is an honour 
to race with them; I hope with this win 
to have repaid them for their trust. 
Our season has been troubled as we 
have sometimes had problems, but 
this only gives a better taste to the 
result we obtained. I thank all those 
who contributed to this success, and in 
particular Michelin and United Business, 
who has been taking care of my sports 
management for years.”
 At the Rallye du Valais, Luca 
Rossetti ended the fi rst leg in second 
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Rossetti wins 
ERC title again
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Freddy Loix’s co-driver Frederic 
Miclotte says the BFO-Skoda 
Rally Team pair won’t give up 
on their dream of winning the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
crown despite conceding they start 
the title showdown in Cyprus next 
month with a disadvantage to their 
rivals.
 The Belgian aces did not 
contest the last round in Scotland earlier 
this month and are sixth in the IRC 
title race, 28 points behind leaders Jan 
Kopecky and Petr Stary.
 “Of course it’s going to be 
diffi cult for us and we need some of the 
other drivers not to fi nish but we have to 
believe it’s still possible,” said Miclotte. 
“Missing Scotland is a disadvantage but 
we knew that would be the case a the 
start of the season. We will just do our 
best.”

Words: http://www.ircseries.com

Loix and 
Miclotte for IRC 
Championship 
title?

Reigning IRC 2WD Cup champion 
Harry Hunt has vowed to fi nish 
his 2011 season on a high despite 
failing in his bid to defend his 
crown.
 Hunt needed a strong result 
in the two-wheel-drive division on the 
most recent round in Scotland but a 
crash on the fi nal day put him out of the 
running.
 “Harry was genuinely not far 
off the pace and making up time on the 
leader in Scotland when he got caught 
out in the slippery conditions and went 
off the road,” said Hunt’s team manager 
Iwan Evans. “But this was valuable 
experience for Harry because he’s 
experienced the pressure that comes 
with chasing victory. The more he does 
this the more it will help his progression 
and I’ve no doubt he’ll be challenging 
for the win on his next rally.”

Words: Staff Writer

Harry on the 
Hunt for more 
2WD wins
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place overall, fi rst among the drivers of 
the European Rally Championship title. 
However, the end of the leg offered a 
small thrill as 2kms from the end of the 
third special stage the gearbox broke, 
an issue that did not prevent the Abarth 
crew from ending the fi rst day in the 
lead and gaining the points necessary to 
win the continental title.
 The second day Rossetti 
started very fast, jumping up to take 
the overall lead after the fi rst stage 
before being forced to retire due to 
another mechanical failure. Rossetti was 
therefore unable to fi nish the rally, and 
to try and repeat the victory of 2010, 
as he would have wished to celebrate 
at best. Luca and Matteo will now enjoy 
their well-deserved success in view of 
the 2012 season.

Motorsport South Africa (MSA) 
wishes to point out that no 
Championship winner or 
Manufacturers’ Champion has been 
declared in the South African Rally 
Championship.
 An appeal from Team GreenFuel 
is still lying with the National Court 
of Appeal (NCA). The outcome of this 

Words: Evan Rothman

As a matter of 
fact, rally fans

appeal may have a signifi cant impact on 
the Championship.
 A date acceptable to the parties 
will be set for NCA 1078, and MSA will 
endeavour to ensure prompt attention 
to this matter.
 While also on the point, the 
fi rst privateers to win the South African 
Rally Championship title was Glyn Hall in 
1990 in a VW Golf Mk II GTi. H&H

Kevin Abbring has won the Driver 
of the Academy award following 
the completion of the FIA Institute 
Young Driver Excellence Academy 
for 2011, reported http://www.
maxrally.com last week.
 The 22-year-old Dutchman, 
along with the 11 other drivers included 
in the FIA Institute Academy, completed 
the fi nal workshop in Austria last week. 
The award win comes shortly before 
Abbring’s chance with Volkswagen’s 
young driver assessment programme on 
next month’s WRC Wales Rally GB.
 Programme manager Robert 
Reid said: “Kevin has undoubtedly got 
a huge amount of talent and he has 
engaged with the Academy programme 
exceptionally well. From the outset, 
he took everything in, both from a 
theoretical and practical perspective. 
He’s going to be a great ambassador 
both for the FIA Institute and for the 
Academy itself.”
 Having spent a giant-
killing season in the French Gravel 
Championship, beating four-wheel drive 
cars with his Citroen DS3 R3, Abbring 
will move to a Skoda Fabia S2000 in 
Wales as part of VW’s WRC development 
programme.
 Talking about his year in 
the Academy, Abbring said: “The FIA 
Institute Academy really has helped me 
to develop as a driver. We came here, 
thinking we could drive and, of course, 
we could, but there is so much more to 
the sport before you are able to get to 
the top. And this is where the Academy 
helps; it enhances your strong points 
and enables you to overcome your weak 
points, allowing you to develop into a 
complete package.”
 Next year’s FIA Young Driver 
Excellence Academy will increase its 
intake from 12 to 30 drivers.

Words: http://www.maxrally.com
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One of South Africa’s most talented young 
rally drivers will go up against 30 drivers 
from 26 different countries to compete for a 
place on the 2012 Young Driver Excellence 
Academy.
 The FIA Institute has chosen the 30 
drivers to take part in a four-day shootout to 
decide who will make it onto the 2012 Young 
Driver Excellence Academy and South Africans, 
Ashley Haigh-Smith (19) and 22-year-old circuit 
racing driver Andrea Bate are amongst those.
 The shortlist is made up of young 
drivers from 26 different countries covering 
every continent, including competitors from 
Australia, Columbia, Costa Rica, Denmark, India, 
Ireland, Lebanon, Lithuania, Malaysia, South 
Africa, UAE, UK and USA. The FIA refers to them 
as “some of the most talented young drivers 
in motor racing and rallying.” Only 18 will be 
chosen to join the Academy programme. 
 To succeed the drivers will have to 
demonstrate their ability over four days of 
driving and non-driving assessments, with the 
selection announced at the end of the last day.
 Once again, the selection process 
and training programme will be led by former 
Formula One driver and two-time Le Mans winner 
Alex Wurz and former World Rally Champion 
co-driver Robert Reid. At the Selection Event in 
Melk, Austria, they will lead exercises designed 
to evaluate fi tness and performance, media 
techniques, teamwork and psychology.
 Those that succeed will receive a 
place on the Academy’s fully-funded training 
programme, which aims to help drivers develop 
their motorsport careers, whilst increasing safety 
skills and actively promoting the principles of 
safety, fairness and responsibility on and off the 
track.

Ashley Haigh-Smith:
2011 has been an important season for Cape 

Town’s Ashley Haigh-Smith as he was able to 
step from his national rallying scene into WRC 
Academy competition. Having won the Class A5 
South African National title in 2010, he moved 
up to Class S1600, driving a Ford Fiesta R2, 
before joining the WRC Academy for WRC Rallye 
de France last month.

Andrea Bate:
A relative late comer to motor sport, Andrea 
Bate did not begin racing until 2009. She started 
with South Africa’s Western Cape GTi Challenge 
and won Rookie o! f the Year honours, as well as 
fi nishing second in class C and fi fth overall. From 
there it was a leap to the national Goldwagen 
Challenge, taking her to race circuits all across 
her home country, regularly competing in a fi eld 
of 44 cars.

About the Academy:
The FIA Institute Young Driver Excellence 
Academy is an initiative to develop young driver 
talent worldwide. It offers a fully-funded training 
programme that helps drivers develop their 
motor sport careers, whilst increasing safety 
skills and actively promoting the principles of 
safety, fairness and responsibility on and! off the 
track.
 Launched in 2011, in its fi rst year the 
Academy selected 12 drivers to take part, with 
at least one driver chosen from each of the 
following fi ve areas: North, Central and South 
America; Western and Northern Europe; Central 
and Eastern Europe; Middle East and Africa; and 
Asia and Oceania. In 2012, at least three from 
each area will be chosen to make 18 drivers 
overall. The Academy is fully funded by the FIA 
Foundation, and managed by the FIA Institute, 
as part of the Motor Sport Safety Development 
Fund’s Young Driver Safety Programme.

Words: The FIA Institue/Motorsport South Africa
Picture: Evan Rothman
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With both the Production Vehicle 
and Special Vehicle category overall 
championships up for grabs the RFS 
Magalies 400 on 11 and 12 November, the 
fi nal event in this year’s Absa Off-Road 
Racing Championship, will be loaded with 
tension and a tough route won’t make it 
any easier for title hopefuls.
 Six crews are still in contention in the 
Production Vehicle category with three drivers 
and two co-drivers fi ghting it out in the Special 
Vehicle championship. Family rivalry also adds 
a twist to the situation with brothers Chris and 
Jannie Visser in contention in the Production 
Vehicle drivers’ championship, while in the 
Special Vehicle championship brothers Kallie 
and Hermann Sullwald and cousins Quintin and 
Wichard Sullwald are up against each other.
 As in the past the RFS Magalies 400 will 
be based at the sprawling Tarlton International 
Raceway complex on the outskirts of 
Krugersdorp. Race headquarters, the start/fi nish 
and designated service point will all be located at 
Tarlton.
 The Donaldson Prologue on 11 
November to determine start positions for the 
race the next day, will be run over a distance of 

60km and from Tarlton the route will head west 
towards Sluis and Syferbuilt along the ridges of 
the Sluis ‘randtjies.’ Competitors then head back 
to Tarlton with the route taking in Karel’s Quarry.
 The fi rst 30km of the race will follow the 
prologue route. The course then heads further 
west across the Carletonville road towards 
Syferbult and includes farm lands, rocky sections 
and virgin terrain.
 From Syferbuilt competitors will head 
north-east back towards the Sluis ‘randtjies’ and 
will then join the last 30km of the prologue route  
back into Tarlton. Crews will complete two loops 
of approximately 180km.
 “About 30 percent of the route is new 
and it is going to be a stern test,” said race 
director Adri Roets. “The route tends towards the 
technical and I think we have achieved a balance 
that will prove to be testing and enjoyable for 
crews.”
 The Donaldson Prologue on 11 
November will start at 12h30 and the race the 
next day at 08h30. Public entrance to the race 
headquarters, the start/fi nish and the designated 
service point is free of charge.
 The race will also be spectator friendly 
with numerous viewing points along the route. 
Public access to these areas will also be free of 
charge.

Words: MSA Off-Road Racing Commission
Picture: Motorpics

RFS Magalies 400 route unveiled
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With decals on their vehicles, South Africa’s 
top Rally Competitors in the South African 
National Championship, displayed their 
personal and motorsport’s unequivocal 
commitment to the FIA’s Decade of Action 
for Road Safety during the MTN Polokwane 
Rally in Limpopo, last weekend.
 The FIA has called on governments 
across the world to back a campaign for a 
‘Decade of Action for Road Safety’, which targets 
a 50 percent reduction in road deaths globally by 
2020.
 Francois Pretorius, CEO of Motorsort 
South Africa (MSA) says, the controlling body 
of motorsport in the country, is committed in 
supporting this campaign. “We are grateful that 
the South African Government has thrown their 
weight behind this.”
 At the launch of the SADC Decade 
of Action for Road Safety in Centurion earlier 
this month, Mr Sibusiso Ndebele, Minister of 
Transport, said road crashes kill more than 40 
people a day in South Africa and leave scores 
of people injured. “Many of those killed are 
breadwinners for their families. By 2015 road 
crashes will be the leading cause of premature 
death and disability above the age of 5 in 
developing countries and unless as a country we 
act now, it will be too late. The Decade of Action 

for Road Safety 2011-2020 has come to stabilise 
and reverse road deaths. Together we can save 
millions of lives.”
 Pretorius said MSA will heed to the 
Minister’s request that each should play a role in 
preventing deaths and injuries on the road. “MSA 
will play its role by make ambassadors available, 
offer expertise in driver training where required 
and generally creating an awareness through 
motorsport for this campaign. The display of 
decals stating, ‘FIA Action for Road Safety’ like 
on the recent Rally, is but on step in creating 
that awareness. It will be expanded to other 
facets of the sport.”
 Well-known motorsport champions like 
Michael Schumacher, have already thrown their 
support behind this initiative globally. He is on 
record saying that: “If we don’t act now, millions 
will lose their lives on the world’s roads over the 
next decade. We need a global Decade of Action 
for Road Safety to replicate and build on Costa 
Rica’s own safety measures.”
 The Decade of Action initiative forms 
the latest stage of the FIA and FIA Foundation’s 
Make Roads Safe campaign. This began with the 
FIA’s ‘Declaration on Global Road Safety’, which 
was signed by all FIA Clubs at the 2006 FIA 
General Assembly in Barcelona and which laid 
out a broad agenda for future road safety policy 
from funding and development to campaigning 
and lobbying.

Words: Motorsport South Africa
Picture: Motorpics
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Reigning World Rally Champion, Sebastian 
Loeb and his cohort of competitor WRC 
drivers, including Mikko Hirvonen, Dani 
Sordo, Sebastian Ogier, Jari-Matti Latvala, 
Kris Meeke, Ken Block, Matthew Wilson, 
Mads Ostberg, Henning Solberg and Hayden 
Paddon helped launch the “Paint It Orange” 
campaign to commemorate the forthcoming 
tenth anniversary of Richard Burns’ 2001 
World Rally Championship title, which will 
be celebrated on Sunday 13 November, on 
the fi nal round of this year’s WRC at Wales 
Rally GB.
 Four short years after reaching one 
of the pinnacles of international motor racing, 
Burns lost his life to an aggressive form of brain 
cancer. The “Paint It Orange” campaign is a 
concerted endeavour to encourage the legions 
of fans that support rallying to buy a charitable 
t-shirt to make a valuable contribution to the 
charitable work done in Burns’ name – and 
to create a sea of orange across Wales as 
spectators gather for the last round of the WRC.
 The WRC drivers are the fi tting fi rst 
in a pantheon of drivers, stars and celebrities 
who have promised to be photographed in the 
commemorative t-shirt. The assembled mass 
of stars proudly wearing their commemorative 
Richard Burns shirts can be seen on the Richard 
Burns Foundation website and its Facebook 
pages. 
 The charity is promoting the sale of 
the commemorative t-shirts at Grandstand 
Merchandise and you too can rub shoulders with 
the stars by buying a shirt and posting your 
photo alongside the charity’s growing number of 
celebrity supporters.
 Outgoing British Touring Car Champion 
and Patron of the Richard Burns Foundation, 
Jason Plato said: “It’s staggering how many 
famous people are pulling these great orange 
t-shirts over their heads and inspiring the public 
to buy one too, especially if they are heading 
to Wales in a few weeks time. I confi dently 
predict the valleys will be painted orange – it’s a 
great way to celebrate the tenth anniversary of 
Richard’s greatest achievement.”
 As the offi cial charity of the Wales 
Rally GB, a select number of t-shirts signed and 
endorsed by WRC and Formula One drivers – 
along with others money can’t buy auction lots – 
will be released for auction on Saturday night of 
Wales Rally GB at a specially convened auction in 
Cardiff.
 All funds raised from the “Paint It 
Orange” campaign will help to address the 

startling lack of neurological provision in the UK. 
Neurological injury and illness is a bigger cause 
of serious disability in the UK than cancer, heart 
disease and diabetes put together. Over a million 
people – half of these children and young adults 
– suffer a head injury every year.
 Alongside neuro injury, neurological 
illness has an incredible diversity of 
manifestations, from foetal diseases such as 
Spina Bifi da, through to conditions that affl ict 
the young, such as Cerebral Palsy & Meningitis; 
the unrelenting assault from neuro conditions 
continues through adult life, with brain tumours 
about 30% as common as breast cancer. And 
neuro illness follows us into old age, with the 
widespread incidence of conditions ranging from 
Parkinson’s to Dementia & Alzheimer’s.
 The ambition of the Richard Burns 
Foundation is to fund the fi rst hospital-based 
Brain Centre, where members of public 
can access walk-in support and advice to 
provide guidance for the array of neurological 
conditions from MS, Motor Neurone Disease & 
Schizophrenia to Autism and stroke, to name 
but a few. The Richard Burns Foundation is 
committed to supporting the Brain & Spine 
Foundation to spread the Brain Centre project 
nationally.
 The Richard Burns Foundation 
is indebted to the following teams and 
organisations for their kind and generous 
support and without whom the “Paint It Orange” 
campaign would not be possible: Prodrive & 
Brand&, LAT Photographic, Team Lotus, Pirelli, 
Red Bull Racing, Haymarket Publishing, Scuderia 
Ferrari, AT&T Williams, Vodafone McLaren 
Mercedes, MERCEDES GP PETRONAS, Sahara 
Force India, Scuderia Toro Rosso, MINI World 
Rally Team, Hispania Racing F1 Team, Citroen 
Total World Rally Team, Ford Abu Dhabi World 
Rally Team, Monster World Rally Team, Petter 
Solberg World Rally Team, M-Sport Stobart Ford 
Rally Team, Lotus Renault GP, Sauber F1 Team, 
Marussia Virgin Racing, McKlein, Performance 
Clothing, Vivacious World Motorsport.

Words: Richard Burns Foundation
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Is there anyone able to catch Juho 
Hanninen in a Super 2000 machine in 
2011? This Finnish rally star has clinched 
the Super 2000 World Rally Championship 
(S-WRC) by taking a third victory of the 
World Rally Championship support series in 
2011 on the recent Rally de Espana.
 All Hanninen and co-driver Mikko 
Markkula had to do to win the coveted title was 
reach the fi nish of the WRC Rally Spain, seeing 
as his Championship rivals in the series suffered 
an early demise in the event.
 His chief rival in 2011 was undoubtedly 
the rising Estonian rally ace Ott Tanak. However, 
Tanak’s Ford Fiesta S2000 was damaged early on 
Day One when he broke his car’s suspension on 
a drainage culvert (the same one that claimed 
Petter Solberg and Ken Block) on SS1 hidden by 
thick clouds of hanging dust.

 This left Hanninen to sweep to the 
rally’s win, with Nasser Al-Attiyah (Ford Fiesta 
S2000) recorded second place with Czech driver 
Martin Prokop (Ford Fiesta S2000) claiming the 
fi nal podium position.
 The Estonian managed and mentored 
by Markko Martin restarted the rally under 
SupeRally regulations on Day Two, and 
eventually fi nished the rally in sixth place with 
enough points to claim second over in the fi nal 
Championship standings from Prokop.
 “At one stage we were really trying and 
when Tanak made a mistake there was almost 
400 stage kilometres to the fi nish,” said Juho 
Hanninen at the end of the event. “We were just 
waiting and avoiding the mistakes so it was not 
so easy. On gravel it was diffi cult on Friday, but 
then we went to Tarmac on Saturday morning I 
formed some sort of rhythm. With that rhythm 
I was able to fi ght with Nasser. [On the fi al day] 
he had a few problems with the brakes so from 
that moment we got the lead and we were able 

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Skoda UK; M-Sport

Hanninen triumphs, Flodin wins too

Event Reports
ResultsParc Ferme

http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com


to keep it.”
 WRC Academy’s Craig Breen 
contested this event with his Fiesta 
S2000, and proved his versatility and 
pace in Spain. His car’s driveshaft failed 
on Day Two’s opening speed test, but he 
took to Day Three’s stages determined 
to impress: he claimed two fastest stage 
times and claimed fourth place overall.
 “We made some improvements 
to the car [at the end of Day Two] 
and the stage times were good,” said 
Breen. “I have to be pleased with my 
performance here. It’s not an easy rally.”
 German rally talent Hermann 
Gassner Jr fi nished fi fth in his Red Bull 
Skoda Fabia S2000 with Tanak sixth. 
Karl Kruuda (Ford Fiesta S2000) and 
Albert Llovera (Abarth Grande Punto 
S2000) both required SupeRally to fi nish 
in seventh and eighth respectively, with 
Andorran Llovera landing the prestigious 
Abu Dhabi Spirit of the Rally Award for 
his efforts.
 Meanwhile, in the Production 
Car World Rally Championship (P-WRC) 
it was a weekend dominated by 
Sweden’s Patrik Flodin.
 This has moved the likeable 
driver into second place overall in the 
P-WRC Championship standings, but it 

was a hard-fought win after a rally-long 
battle with Michal Kosciuszko.
 What made the P-WRC race all 
the more gripping was the drama that 
unfolded on the penultimate stage when 
Flodin’s Subaru Impreza picked up a 
front tyre puncture to see his lead to 
Kosciuszko close to just 2.3sec.
 The Polish driver attacked on 
the Power Stage, but he was unable 
to close in any closer to Flodin as the 
winning margin was 2.0sec.
 Behind Kosciuszko, Mexican 
driver Benito Guerra celebrated his 
maiden podium fi nish in the P-WRC in 
third position with Abu Dhabi Junior 
Team driver Bader Al Jabri an impressive 
fourth in his Impreza.
 Oleksandr Saliuk overcame 
engine problems on his Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo to fi nish fi fth with Peruvian 
champion Nicolas Fuchs sixth. Valeriy 
Gorban claimed seventh with P-WRC 
Champion Hayden Paddon eighth 
after an electrical problem forced his 
retirement on Day One. He went about 
winning nine of 12 stages on Day One 
before his demise. Rounding out the top 
ten were Aleskey Kikireshko and Martin 
Semerad.
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Overall Classifi cation:
S-WRC Category
01) J. Hanninen/M. Markkula
       Skoda Fabia S2000 - 04h 19m 28.5s
02) N. Al-Attiyah/G. Bernacchini
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 14.9s
03) M. Prokop/J. Tomanek
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 57.7s
04) C. Breen/G. Roberts
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 02m 20.2s
05) H. Gassner Jr/T. Gottschalk
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 05m 02.1s
06) O. Tanak/K. Sikk
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 30m 12.7s
07) K. Kruuda/M. Jarveoja
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 31m 01.4s
08) A. Llovera/D. Vallejo
       Abarth Grande Punto S2000 + 52m 39.1s

Overall Classifi cation:
P-WRC Category
01) P. Flodin/G. Bergsten
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 04h 29m 42.7s
02) M. Kosciuszko/M. Sczepaniak
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 2.0s
03) B. Guerra/B. Rozada
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 09m 45.5s
04) B. Al Jabri/S. Mcauley
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi + 21m 06.6s
05) O. Saliuk/S. Cherepin
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 23m 07.3s
06) N. Fuchs/C. Carrera
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 24m 17.7s
07) V. Gorban/A. Nikolayev
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 26m 07.7s
08) H. Paddon/J. Kennard
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi + 31m 23.4s
09) A. Kikireshko/S. Larens
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 37m 06.5s
10) M. Semerad/M. Ernst
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 37m 23.6s
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The fi fth season of the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge (IRC) is set for a thrilling 
climax in Cyprus this weekend when fi ve 
drivers go head-to-head for the prestigious 
crown.
 Juho Hanninen, Jan Kopecky, Freddy 
Loix, Andreas Mikkelsen and Thierry Neuville 
are all in the battle for the prestigious IRC title, 
which will be fought out on demanding mixed-
surface stages.
 Peugeot France driver Bryan Bouffi er 
has scored suffi cient points to be in title 
contention, but he completed his ten-event IRC 
campaign on the previous round in Scotland and 
will not be competing in Cyprus, leaving his fi ve 
rivals to chase the honours.
 The Cyprus Rally, which joined the IRC 
schedule for the fi rst time in 2010, is unique 
compared to other IRC rounds in that it features 
asphalt and gravel stages with several runs 
including a combination of the two surfaces. 
This places a huge onus on driver skill and car 
set-up with competitors having to cope with 
compromised levels of handling and grip.
 Cyprus used to be synonymous for its 
punishing tight and twisty rock-strewn gravel 
tracks, but the inclusion of asphalt and smooth 
loose-surface roads has increased average 
speeds. However, the event remains a tough 
test for both crew and car with high ambient and 

ground temperatures adding to the challenge.
 While last year’s Cyprus Rally was 
based around Limassol, this season’s event has 
switched to Pafos on the west of the picturesque 
Mediterranean island, which is famed for its 
stunning views and picturesque landscape.
 The competitive action gets underway 
with an all-asphalt superspecial stage through 
the streets of Pafos on Thursday evening, with 
two repeated stages run on Saturday and three 
repeated tests run on Sunday. Service is located 
in Pafos on the shores of the Mediterranean.
 In addition to counting as the fi nal 
round of the main IRC, the Cyprus Rally will 
bring the curtain down on the new-for-2011 IRC 
Production Cup, plus the IRC 2WD Cup. All crews 
contesting the Cyprus Rally will be in contention 
for the prestigious Colin McRae IRC Flat Out 
Trophy, which is awarded to the most spectacular 
driver who best embodies the spirit of the 
rallying legend.
 The Cyprus Rally serves as a precursor 
to the Cyprus Golden Stage Rally, which takes 
place on Sunday over a 20km mixed surface 
stage, the Golden Stage, run twice. Shown live 
on television around the world, a combined prize 
fund of 150,000 Euros is on offer to the various 
leading and category fi nishers and a thrilling 
battle for glory is expected between the IRC 
regulars and several local stars.
 Never before has the battle for IRC 
glory been so close with an unprecedented 
fi ve drivers starting the Cyprus Rally fi rmly in 

Words:  Staff Writer
Pictures: IRC Media

One of fi ve drivers to be IRC champion
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contention for the coveted crown. The 
following details who can win the title 
and ho:

J. Kopecky (Skoda Fabia S2000)
Current position: First
Current points: 131 (7th best score: 15)
If he wins: he’s champion
If he’s second: champion unless any 
of the other four contenders win, or if 
Hanninen is third

J. Hanninen (Skoda Fabia S2000)
Current position: Second
Current points: 125 (no score to drop)
If he wins: he’s champion
If he’s second: he’s champion if Kopecky 
doesn’t win
If he’s third: he’s champion if Kopecky 
and Neuville both fail to win
If he’s fourth: champion if none of the 
other contenders win, and if Kopecky 
isn’t second either

T. Neuville (Peugeot 207 S2000)
Current position: Third
Current points: 115 (7th best score: 8)
If he wins: he’s champion unless 
Hanninen fi nishes second
If he’s second: champion unless any of 
the other contenders win, or if one of 
Hanninen or Kopecky fi nish third

A. Mikkelsen (Skoda Fabia S2000)
Current position: Fourth
Current points: 111.5 (7th best score: 8)

If he wins: he’s champion if Hanninen is 
off the podium
If he’s second: he needs Loix and 
Neuville not to win, Kopecky outside the 
top four and Hanninen outside the top 
six 

F. Loix (Skoda Fabia S2000)
Current position: Sixth
Current points: 103 (no score to drop)
If he wins: he’s champion if Hanninen is 
off the podium
If he’s second: he needs Bouffi er, 
Mikkelsen and Neuville not to win, 
Kopecky outside the top four and 
Hanninen outside the top six
 
Nasser Al-Attiyah (M-Sport Ford Fiesta 
S2000) said: “Cyprus is one of my 
favourite rallies and I have won there 
many times. It will be a very interesting 
rally this year because many of the 
drivers from the IRC will be there and 
they will be fast. But I have a lot of 
experience.”
 Juho Hanninen (Skoda Fabia 
S2000) commented: “We have quite 
a good situation in the points and of 
course it would be nice to win the 
IRC title again. But winning won’t be 
easy and it was not the target for this 
year. The priority was to secure the 
manufacturers’ title for Skoda. We’ve 
done that now so we will see what 
happens in Cyprus.”
 Nicos Thomas (Ralliart 

Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX): “I know 
some parts of the stages and I expect 
them to be faster and more technical 
than last year. My deal to do this rally 
was quite late being agreed but it’s good 
to be taking part on my home rally. I am 
looking at the IRC Production Cup as my 
main target but you never know after 
that.”

Event Essentials
Base: Pafos, Cyprus
Starts: Thursday 3 November
Finishes: Saturday 5 November
Entries received: 35
IRC appearances: One
2010 winners: Nasser Al-Attiyah/
Giovanni Bernacchini (M-Sport Ford 
Fiesta S2000)
Surface: Asphalt and gravel
Number of stages: 12
Special stage distance: 187.58km
Liaison distance: 436.76km
Total distance: 624.34km
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