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competing in Cyprus last week in 
contention for top IRC honours.
 “I sent him a text message 
saying I knew how good it felt,” said 
Meeke. “I was watching on TV and it 
brought back lots of emotions from 
when I won the title. Andreas went to 
hug his brother after completing the 
stage and I did the same to my brother 
at the end of the last stage in Sanremo.”
 Of Mikkelsen’s achievement 
this season, Meeke said the Norwegian’s 
triumph was richly deserved. “He was a 
class act on the last two rallies,” added 
the former Peugeot UK ace.

Drew have never competed at the Rally 
of the Tall Pines and are approaching the 
event conservatively with the knowledge 
that the Canadian series regulars are 
highly familiar with the roads and 
weather conditions. However, Higgins 
and Subaru Rally Team USA will focus 
primarily on further developing the 
team’s 2011 Subaru STI rally car ahead 
of the 2012 season.
 “The roads look awesome 
and the weather will be a big factor,” 
explained Higgins. “The event should 
prove an excellent test for car 
development as the team has a few new 
things to try on the car. I am looking 
forward to renewing the battle with 
Antoine (L’Estage) and also challenge 
the likes of Pat Richard and Crazy Leo 
(Urlichich). I’ve never run the event 
before and so we’ll see how we go 
against the regulars, but it will be great 
to be back in my Subaru as I have not 
competed since July.”
 The Rally of the Tall Pines will 
close out a banner year for Higgins 
that saw him win three Rally America 
Championship events outright on his 
way to the 2011 series crown, a win 
and new record at the revived Mt. 
Washington Hillclimb plus a Bronze 
Medal at the ESPN X Games 17 Rally Car 
Racing competition. 
 Higgins, from the Isle of Man, 
was the 2002 and 2003 SCCA ProRally 
Champion (the precursor to Rally 
America) as well as the 2004 British 
Rally Champion. Higgins lives in Wales 
where he and his family operate The 
Forest Experience Rally School.
 Subaru Rally Team USA 
is proudly supported by Subaru 
of America, Inc., Subaru Tecnica 
International (STI), Subaru Performance 
Tuning (SPT), BFGoodrich Tires, 
RECARO, Vision X, Alpinestars, Motul, 
Exedy, VP Fuels and Vermont SportsCar. 
For more information on Subaru Rally 
Team USA, as well as exclusive photo 
and videos visit http://www.subaru.
com/rally and for the latest news follow 
the team on Twitter: http://www.twitter.
com/srtusa.

Subaru Rally Team USA (SRT USA) 
has announced they will enter team 
driver David Higgins at legendary 
Rally of the Tall Pines, the sixth and 
fi nal round of the 2011 Canadian 
Rally Championship.  Higgins will 
drive the same 2011 Subaru WRX 
STI that he piloted to this year’s 
Rally America Championship 
driver’s title and a new record at the 
legendary Mt. Washington Hillclimb. 
SRT USA intends to utilize the event 
as a test ahead of the 2012 Rally 
America Championship season.
 Based in Bancroft Ontario, 
two hours’ drive from Toronto, the 
Rally of the Tall Pines is one of the 
most challenging rallies in Canada due 
to the mix of high level competition 
and variable weather conditions.  The 
late November date brings the likely 
appearance of ice, snow or mud on 
the event’s fast and fl owing tree-lined 
gravel roads. Higgins can also expect 
a heady challenge from Canadian Rally 
Championship regulars such as current 
Canadian champion Antoine L’Estage 
whom Higgins battled all year in the 
Rally America National Championship. 
Also entered is former Canadian 
Champion and Subaru Rally Team 
Canada driver Patrick Richard along 
with nearly fi fty other top Canadian rally 
teams.
 Higgins and his co-driver Craig 
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for Canada’s 
Tall Pines Rally
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It is Movember, and Handbrakes & 
Hairpins is showing its support for 
raising awareness for men’s health, 
more specifi cally prostate cancer 
and other cancers that affect men.
 You can donate for the cause 
on this South African portal at: 
http://za.movember.com/donate/, or 
one in your own country.

Words: Evan Rothman
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Former Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) Champion Kris 
Meeke has told how he watched 
Andreas Mikkelsen capture this 
year’s title on the Cyprus Rally 
live on Eurosport – and then sent 
a text message to the Skoda UK 
Motorsport driver to offer him his 
congratulations.
 Meeke claimed the IRC crown 
in 2009, putting the title beyond 
doubt with victory on Rallye Sanremo. 
Mikkelsen was one of fi ve drivers 

Words: IRC Series
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Burcu Cetinkaya completed 
her second appearance in the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
this season with a top-20 fi nish at 
the wheel of a Skoda Fabia S2000. 
But the IRC’s leading female driver 
isn’t about to put her feet up for the 
winter.
 Cetinkaya, from Turkey, will 
contest the Hitit Rally in her homeland 
from 19 - 20 November before she 
enters the Dubai International Rally 
from 1 - 3 December, the fi nal round of 
the Middle East Rally Championship.
 “Apart from the last two rounds 
of the IRC we will also be doing the last 
leg of the Middle East championship in 
Dubai,” said Cetinkaya. “It’s good to be 
back and at least we have done three 
events.”
 Cetinkaya had been due to 
contest an expanded schedule of IRC 
rallies this year but the loss of key 
sponsor limited her programme to the 
season-closing rounds in Scotland and 
Cyprus.

Words: IRC Series
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Thierry Neuville won the second Cyprus 
Golden Stage Rally following a stunning 
performance over both runs of the 
spectacular mixed-surface stage.
 Neuville underlined the pace and 
competitiveness of his Peugeot 207 S2000 
by going fastest through the fi rst run of the 
19.43km test by 4.8sec before heading the 
second run by 1.2sec despite almost going off 
the road in his efforts to keep ahead of Juho 
Hanninen (Skoda Fabia S2000), who fi nished 
second, 6.0sec adrift of the rising star on 
aggregate time.
 The Team Peugeot Belgium-Luxembourg 
driver’s success means he pockets 40,000 Euros 
in prize money. Hanninen collected 28,000 Euros 
with team-mate Jan Kopecky securing 16,000 
Euros for fi nishing third.
 “We go completely fl at out and I really 
enjoyed the Golden Stage,” said Neuville, who 
was co-driven by fellow Belgian Nicolas Gilsoul. 
“It’s a shame we lost the Cyprus Rally but we are 
in front again and we showed we’ve got the pace 
on gravel. I have to thank Peugeot Sport and 
Peugeot Belgium for their support in getting me 
here.”
 Neuville completed the fi rst run with the 
left-rear tyre off its rim after he clouted a bank, 
the result of his pacenotes being too optimistic. 
He was similarly spectacular on the second pass 
with several sideways moments. “We pushed to 
the maximum when we saw that Juho was equal 
with us [on split times],” said Neuville. “It was a 
big attack, but we got to the fi nish and I’m really 
happy.”
 Hanninen’s car needed a replacement 
clutch and gearbox in service between the 

Golden Stage runs when the original clutch failed 
after the opening pass.
 Kopecky was third fastest through both 
runs alongside stand-in co-driver Pavel Dresler, 
while Patrik Sandell fi nished fourth in his Skoda 
Sweden Fabia S2000 after reporting losing a 
few seconds on the fi rst run by using a soft 
compound tyre rather than the hard compound 
option selected by the bulk of his rivals due to 
the high ambient and ground temperatures.
 Karl Kruuda took fi fth overall in his ME3 
Rally Team Skoda Fabia S2000. Although the 
Estonian teenager was frustrated not to have set 
a faster time on the second run, he nevertheless 
bagged 6,000 Euros after two error-free runs 
alongside co-driver Martin Jarveoja.

Nicos Thomas received 10,000 Euros for winning 
Category B in his Ralliart Mitsubishi Lancer in 
sixth overall. The Cypriot plans to spend part of 
the money paying for a replacement engine after 
the original broke during the Cyprus Rally when 
oil fi lter damage resulted in a complete loss of 
oil.
Category C honours went to IRC 2WD Cup 
champion Jean-Michel Raoux in his Renault 
Clio R3 ahead of Honda Civic Type R duo Janos 
Puskadi and Andreas Charalambous.
 The Cyprus Golden Stage Rally is a 
ground-breaking concept pioneered by Eurosport 
Events and the Cyprus Automobile Association. 
It took place for the second time this year 
following the inaugural event in 2010. The 
quick-fi re format over a mixed-surface stage, 
the Golden Stage, run twice provides all-action 
entertainment for fans live at the event and for 
those watching live on television at home. It 
carries a prize fund of 150,000 Euros, an amount 
unprecedented in international rallying.

Words: Cyprus Golden Stage Rally
Picture: IRC Media
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The Imperial Toyota South Africa Team 
to contest the 2012 Dakar Rally in 
South America in January returned to 
Johannesburg late on last Sunday after 
three and a half days of sand testing in 
Namibia. Former South African Off-Road 
Racing Champion and 2009 Dakar Rally 
winner Giniel de Villiers and four-time 
national Champion Duncan Vos between 
them completed over 1,500km of driving in 
the two Imperial Toyota Hilux double cab 
pickups that will compete in the premier T1 
class of the world’s longest and toughest 
motor race.
 “One word sums up the past few 
days: invaluable,” said team manager Glyn 
Hall. “It’s been a long and tiring exercise, more 
than 2,400km by road from our home base, 

in a remote part of Namibia, with the team 
working from before dawn until after sunset 
every day. However, we’ve learnt a great deal 
and successfully completed a major part of our 
preparation for the big race in January,” said 
team principal Glyn Hall.
 “If we hadn’t gone to Namibia, despite 
all the testing we’ve done throughout the current 
Absa Off-Road Racing Championship season, we 
wouldn’t be in the strong position we are today.”
 The majestic sand dunes of the 
Skeleton Coast south of Walvis Bay were home 
to the team. The two South African-built and 
developed Toyota Hilux Double Cab pickups came 
through the stringent tests with fl ying colours – 
they completed the equivalent distance of four 
national championship off-road races.
 “We had a few challenges to overcome, 
but then that’s why we went there,” added 
Hall. “Essentially, we achieved two things: we 
improved the performance of the racing Hilux 

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: Motorpics
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and we identifi ed areas we have to work 
at if we want to achieve the kind of 
reliability that is required to complete 
the nearly 9,000km route in Argentina, 
Chile and Peru, some 5,000km of which 
will be under racing conditions.
 “We found the ideal test site 
and were able to use it with the kind 
permission of the local tribal chief and 
the government of Namibia, who both 
showed great interest in the whole 
exercise.
 “We had sand, dunes, camel 
grass and rough gravel roads – all in the 
same area – which gave us very similar 
conditions to what we can expect in the 
Dakar Rally.
 “I’d say our secret weapon on 
this event, apart from the Hilux itself, 
is Giniel de Villiers. He’s regarded as 
one of the best Dakar drivers and the 
experience he has been able to share 
with us and the knowledge gained over 
the past nine Dakars has been priceless. 

Duncan Vos, who will be competing in 
his fi rst Dakar, has been able to cram a 
great deal of learning into a very short 
space of time.”
 De Villiers declared himself 
satisfi ed with the test and was 
enthusiastic about the Toyota Hilux. 
“It’s going to be competitive and has 
great potential. I was impressed with its 
overall performance in the Namib.”
 Vos, who is still in contention 
to add a fi fth national off-road title to 
his resume, was enthusiastic about the 
test session, but is acutely aware of 
the challenge that lies ahead in South 
America.
 “I’m on a steep learning curve,” 
he admitted. “Driving in the sand and 
the dunes is not as simple as you might 
imagine. My lack of experience created 
a few problems, but I’m happy with 
the progress I made. I learnt a lot from 
Giniel and am confi dent that by the time 
we line up for the start of the race in Mar 

del Plata in Argentina on 1 January, I will 
be ready.”
 Co-driver Rob Howie was also 
able to gain some invaluable knowledge 
from De Villiers’ experienced German 
team-mate, Dirk von Zitzewitz, a 
veteran of nine Dakars who guided the 
South African to victory in 2009 and has 
read the route notes for De Villiers in the 
past four Dakars.
 The Dakar Rally will start in the 
Argentine seaside resort of Mar del Plata 
on the Atlantic coast of South America 
and will fi nish almost 9,000 km later in 
the Peruvian capital Lima on the Pacifi c 
coast on 15 January. In between will be 
fi ve racing special stages in Argentina, 
a crossing of the Andes Mountains, fi ve 
stages in Chile including a crossing of 
the Atacama Desert before a rest day 
on 8 January in the Chilean town of 
Copiapo. Then, for the fi rst time, the 
rally enters Peru for four stages and a 
ceremonial fi nish. H&H



The Michael Park ‘Beef’ Trophy is awarded 
annually in memory of Michael Park, who 
died in a tragic accident during Wales Rally 
GB in 2005 while co-driving for his long-
term partner Markko Märtin. 
 Michael is much missed by the entire 
World Rally Championship (WRC) community.  
To perpetuate his memory a group of friends 
and colleagues - inspired by Vincent Laverne - 
commissioned the trophy.
 The bronze bust was created by French 
artist François Chevalier and was donated to 
Michael’s wife, Marie, and children, William and 
Victoria.
 Each season a smaller replica trophy 
is awarded to a WRC co-driver who has best 
demonstrated the overall qualities associated 
with Michael during his career, taking into 
account overall performances, attitude, 
commitment and other specifi c actions or 
achievements. 
 The decision is made by a jury selected 
from the WRC community.  In 2006 the trophy 
was presented to Daniel Elena from Monaco. 
In 2007 it was awarded to Finland’s Timo 
Rautiainen, in 2008 to Denis Giraudet of France, 
in 2009 to Jarmo Lehtinen from Finland and in 
2010 to Phil Mills from Wales.
 For 2011 the jury comprised Paul Turner 
(Michael Park’s manager), Robert Reid and 
Vincent Laverne.  They had to choose between 
fi ve nominated co-drivers: Ilka Minor (Austria), 
Daniel Elena (Monaco), Julien Ingrassia (France), 
Kuldar Sikk (Estonia) and Miikka Anttila 
(Finland).
 We are pleased to announce that in 
2011 Austria’s Ilka Minor has been chosen as the 
sixth winner of the Michael Park ‘Beef’ Trophy.
 Ilka, 36, fi rst drove in the World Rally 
Championship in 1997 and has been a regular 
competitor for the past eight years, fi rst with 
Manfred Stohl and more recently with Henning 
Solberg in the M-Sport Stobart Ford team.
 She is quite literally married to the 

sport, as her husband is a rally engineer.
 After accompanying a variety of drivers 
in the European Championship, Ilka teamed 
up with Stohl in 2003 to form one of the most 
successful privateer driving partnerships of the 
past few years.
 Together they rose through the ranks in 
a variety of privateer cars and in 2005 were the 
top non-works fi nishers in the drivers’ standings 
in ninth place.
 In 2006 the pair contested the WRC in 
a Peugeot 307 and fi nished the season fourth, 
again the highest placed private drivers.  Minor 
remained with Stohl when he switched to a 
Citroen Xsara in 2007 where they again fi nished 
ninth.
 At the end of the season Stohl stepped 
back from competition, but Minor continued 
to work on WRC events as part of Henning 
Solberg’s safety note crew.  She was a natural 
choice to partner the Norwegian when he wanted 
a new co-driver for 2010.
 A back injury sustained in a crash 
alongside Stohl on an Austrian championship 
event forced her to skip the season-closing 
rallies but she made a full recovery to again 
partner Solberg in 2011. They currently lie ninth 
in the championship, with a best result of fi fth in 
Greece.
 “Ilka competed directly against Michael 
for a number of years and he always had a 
great deal of respect for her as a co-driver and a 
friend,” said Turner.
 “She is a modest and unassuming 
co-driver who goes about her business in a low 
profi le but utterly professional way, traits which 
were, of course, true of Michael as well. I know 
that he would absolutely approve of the decision 
to present her with this prestigious award today 
in Wales,” he added.
 Ilka was presented with the trophy by 
Paul Turner in front of Ford and M-Sport media 
guests and friends at Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally 
Team’s Happy Hour reception in the Wales Rally 
GB service park at Builth Wells on Wednesday 9 
November.
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World record adventurer Richard Parks 
swapped his ice pick for a co-driver’s 
crash helmet last week in Builth Wells 
as the world’s top rally crews revved 
up for Wales Rally GB, the fi nal and title 
deciding round of this year’s FIA World 
Rally Championship. The former Welsh 
rugby international was ‘blown away’ by a 
passenger ride alongside top British rally 
ace Matthew Wilson.
 It was a new and thrilling experience 
for Parks who has already experienced multiple 
highs this year having conquered the globe 
in 2011. After being forced to take an early 
retirement from rugby in May 2009 due to a 
shoulder injury, Parks decided to embark on an 
epic challenge which would see the 34-year-
old set a new world record via a unique 737 
Challenge. In July he became the fi rst person 
to stand on the highest summit in each of the 
world’s seven continents as well as all three 

poles (the South Pole, the Geographical North 
Pole and the summit of Everest) in the same 
calendar year. Amazingly Parks completed this 
remarkable feat in less than seven months, 
raising funds in aid of Marie Curie Cancer Care.
 “Wow! That was absolutely incredible,” 
grinned the intrepid Parks after his memorable 
ride in the Ford Fiesta RS World Rally Car run 
by the M-Sport Stobart World Rally Team. “I’ve 
always been interested in motorsport, but that 
just blew me away. I had no idea what to expect, 
but the speed and especially the stopping power 
I experienced was out of this world. These guys 
have phenomenal car control. I’m very grateful 
to Matthew, the M-Sport Stobart team and the 
WRC for this unforgettable experience.”

Words: http://www.wrc.com/
Picture: http://www.wrc.com/
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As this year’s Wales Rally GB concluded, 
Business Minister, Wales, Edwina Hart 
has announced a funding package of £1.4 
million for the 2012 event.
 Wales Rally GB, one of Wales’ long 
standing fl agship events, has been exclusively 
hosted in the country since 2000. Over the past 
decade, the rally has evolved and has this year 
visited a far greater proportion of Wales than 
ever before.  
 The Minister, said: “I’m pleased that we 
can announce this funding and look forward to 
working with International Motor Sports on the 
2012 event.
 “Wales Rally GB has the ability to 
engage with many communities throughout 
Wales during its week-long visit. The rally 
delivers benefi ts throughout Wales and has a 
strong tradition of involving volunteers from a 
wide range of groups. The organisers of Wales 
Rally GB have aimed to make the sport open and 
accessible to everyone.
 “Developments such as the RallyFest 
events in Cardiff and north Wales are an added 
attraction for many.  They have widened the 
Rally’s appeal to reach beyond the motorsport 
enthusiast and are a welcome boost for retailers 
and accommodation providers at a quieter 
time of year. The value of the relationship 
between the staging of Wales Rally GB and 
Wales’ automotive sector should not be 
underestimated.  Wales Rally GB has signifi cant 
links with the automotive sector in Wales, 

which is home to 150 component and systems 
manufacturing companies. It also has 30,000 
people employed in automotive manufacturing, 
retail & maintenance, with a turnover of £3 
billion annually. Wales is able to offer a wide 
portfolio of technology organisations and 
academic institutions currently working within 
the automotive arena. The rally provides an ideal 
platform for Wales to showcase its wide range 
of capabilities and technologies to the global 
automotive market. With the funding now in 
place, we can look forward to an even greater 
event in 2012.”
 Andrew Coe, chief executive of Wales 
Rally GB’s organiser, International Motor Sports 
Limited, said: “We are delighted to be able to 
extend our relationship with Wales for 2012, as 
we bring the event to an even greater audience 
and build on the success of the last decade in 
Wales.
 “This year’s expanded route, which has 
seen the rally travel from Conwy in the north 
to Cardiff in the south, has seen over 160 cars 
entered on both the WRC round and the National 
event. We hope to keep bringing innovation and 
fresh thinking to the rally and are delighted that 
the Welsh Government has committed to joining 
us on this journey for 2012.” 
 This grant funding package will be 
made up of a guaranteed cash sum of up to 
£1.2 million and additional performance related 
payments of up to £200,000 linked to ticket 
sales and the generation of other commercial 
revenue including private sector sponsors.
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The fi nal round of the 2011 Absa South 
African Off-Road Racing Championship 
was concluded this past weekend with the 
RFS Magalies 400 race. Ending at Tarlton 
Internatioanl Raceway, in Gauteng, a 
privateer crew in the Production Vehicle 
Category claimed the prestigious title and a 
father-and-son crew claimed the win in the 
Special Vehicle Category.

Special Vehicles Category:
The father-and-son crew of Hermann and 
Wichard Sullwald sneaked in via the back 
door to win the South African Special Vehicle 
Championship when they took a dramatic win.
 The Sullwalds, in the Sullwald Racing 
SVR, started the event lying third in the 
Championship behind reigning champions Kallie 
and Quintin Sullwald, in the Elegant Fuel BAT, 
and former champion Evan Hutchison and 
Danie Stassen in the Motorite Revo 4x4. Drama 
unfolded throughout the day of the event as fi rst 
Hutchison/Stassen and then Kallie and Quintin 
Sullwald ran into problems.
 The Sullwalds came home 36sec ahead 
of another father-and-son team in Nardus and 
Louis Alberts (Wrapsa BAT), who were making 
only their third appearance of the season. Third 
place went to Atlas Copco BAT pair Johan van 
Staden/James Rossouw, who took their second 
podium fi nish of the year, with just over a minute 
separating the fi rst three cars.
 After winning the Donaldson Prologue 
to determine grid positions on Friday, Herman 
and Wichard Sullwald completed a dominant 
weekend with a fl ag-to-fl ag victory that was not 
without its hiccups. After crossing the fi nish line 

the Sullwalds had to wait to see if their sister 
crew fi nished in the top seven to deprive them of 
a maiden national title.
 The reigning Champions were, 
however, stranded out on the course with 
electrical problems 10km from the fi nish. 
Hutchison/Stassen, after a myriad of problems, 
fi nally limped home 13th overall with their 
championship challenge ending on the fi rst of 
two laps that made up the race.
 Two races ago it appeared as though 
Hermann and Wichard Sullwald were out of 
the championship race. A solid performance on 
the Human Auto 400 brought them back into 
the picture with Wichard, at 23, becoming the 
youngest overall Champion in the history of the 
Absa series.
 “You have to have some sympathy with 
Kallie and Quintin, but that is motor racing,” said 
Wichard afterwards. “It was a good weekend for 
us but a broken shock absorber hampered us on 
the second loop. We also discovered a gearbox 
leak at the fi nish which could have developed 
into something serious.”
 David White/Etienne Bezuidenhout were 
a solid fourth in the Ruwacon Racing BAT with 
Human Auto 400 winners Marius and Jolinda 
Fourie completing the top fi ve. The Fourie’s took 
the Class P honours ahead of Richard Fuller/
Denis Murphy (Atlas Copco BAT) and Nic Goslar/
Andrew Massey in the Men’s Health International 
Zarco.
 Fourth place was enough to give the 
Class P title to the Regent Racing Jimco pair of 
Archie Rutherford/Mike Lawrenson.
 The Class B honours went to the father-
and-daughter pairing of Coetzee and Sandra 
Labuschagne in the Raysonics Zarco. Veteran 
Wolf Peter Pfumfei, in a singleseater WPP, was 
the only other fi nisher in the category.

Words: Staff Writer
Pictures: Motorpics
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Special Vehicle Category:
Veteran North West privateers 
Jannie Visser/Joks le Roux shook the 
establishment when they won the South 
African Production Vehicle Championship 
at the RFS Magalies 400. You could have 
named your own odds at the start of the 
season against Visser/Le Roux winning 
the Championship, but second place was 
enough to clinch the title for the pair, 
in the International Toyota Hilux, who 
limped across the fi nish line with two fl at 
wheels. Visser/Le Roux failed to win a 
race during the season, but solid fi nishes 
with three podiums saw them home.
 The pair were passed 4km 
from the fi nish by another veteran crew, 
Hannes Grobler/Hennie ter Stege, who 
gave the RFS BMW team a dream win 
fi rst time out in a car now fi tted with a 
V8 petrol engine. Grobler/Ter Stege won 
the opening event of the season in the 
Western Cape, and ended the year on 
the same high note.
 The fi nal podium place went to 
crew Pikkie Labuschagne/Rikus Erasmus, 
in the Ruwacon Racing Toyota Hilux, 
who won the Donaldson Prologue to 
determine grid positions. The fi rst three 
cars were covered by just under six 
minutes.
 Visser/Le Roux were one of 
seven teams who started the day with 
a mathematical chance of lifting the 
Championship. Included among them 
were Visser’s brother Chris and Japie 
Badenhorst, the reigning champions, in 
the Team Ford Ranger.
 The Ford crew were the fi rst 
of the title challengers to fall away with 
a blown engine on the fi rst of the two 
loops that made up the race. One by one 
the other title contenders also fell behind 

but the two fl at wheels, one 10km out 
and the other 4km from the fi nish, gave 
Visser/Le Roux a late scare.
 “We would love to have 
won this race, but we’ll take the 
championship as compensation,” joked 
a delighted Visser afterwards. “We 
knew that if we put together a solid 
run we had a chance of keeping the 
championship in the Visser family. When 
we were leading at the halfway mark 
there was a little extra pressure, and the 
punctures gave us a late scare.”
 Grobler/Ter Stege reported 
a clean run, but in hot and dusty 
conditions only got past Visser/Le Roux 
4km from the fi nish. The RFS BMW 
was only completed the day before the 
race with a “test session” turning into a 
convincing win.
 The drive of the day, however, 
belonged to former champions Duncan 
Vos/Rob Howie who brought one of 
the two Team Castrol Toyota Hilux 
entries home in fourth place. After a 
disappointing prologue Vos/Howie, who 
will compete in the Dakar Rally next 
year, started 11th among the Production 
Vehicles and 26th on the road.
 The top fi ve was completed 
by outgoing Class D champions Deon 
Venter/Ian Palmer (4x4 Mega World 
Toyota Hilux) who came in ahead of 
Louis Weichelt/Francis Boersma (N1 4x4 
Toyota Land Cruiser).
 Cliff Weichelt/Johan Smalberger, 
in a second N1 4x4 Toyota Land 
Cruiser, were third in Class D ahead of 
Champions Jack and Sarel Oosthuizen 
in the LMC Land Rover. The Oosthuizens 
fi nished every race this season.
 The Class E honours went 
to Dirk Putter/Koos Claassens (Zizwe 

Toyota Hilux) ahead of Diederik 
Hattingh/Buks Cilliers (Transcor Toyota 
Hilux) and teenagers Jason Venter/
Vincent van Alleman (4x4 Mega World 
Toyota Hilux). Unoffi cial scoring gives 
the Drivers’ title to Hattingh and the Co-
Drivers’ title to Claassens.

Overall Classifi cation:
Special Vehicle Category
01) H. W. Sullwald/W. Sullwald
       SVR - 05h 29m 19s
02) B. L. Alberts/N. Alberts
       BAT Spec 2 - 05h 29m 55s
03) J. Van Staden/J. Rossouw
       BAT Spec 5 - 05h 30m 49s
04) D. White/E. Bezuidenhout
       BAT - 05h 47m 01s
05) M. Fourie/J. Fourie
       BAT Spec 0 - 05h 57m 40s
06) E. Argazzi/R. Argazzi
       BAT Spec 4 - 05h 58m 04s
07) P. Ruthven/R. Britz
       BAT Spec 4 - 05h 58m 39s
08) R. Fuller/D. Murphy
       BAT - 06h 02m 49s
09) K. Du Toit/A. Thorn
       BAT 2010 - 06h 19m 52s
10) N. Goslar/A. Massey
       Zarco Magnum - 06h 30m 13s

Production Vehicle Category:
01) H. Grobler/H. Ter Stege
       BMW X3 - 05h 35m 24s
02) J. Visser/J. Le Roux
       Toyota Hilux - 05h 36m 32s
03) P. Labuschagne/R. Erasmus
       Toyota Hilux - 05h 41m 18s
04) D. Vos/R. Howie
       Toyota Hilux - 05h 48m 53s
05) D. Venter/I. Palmer
       Toyota Hilux - 06h 02m 30s
06) L. Weichelt/F. Boersma
       Toyota Land Cruiser - 06h 05m 10s
07) T. Marsh/G. Smalberger
       Nissan Navara - 06h 07m 56s
08) A. Taylor/C. Birkin
       Toyota Hilux - 06h 11m 14s
09) L. De Bruin/R. Greyling
       Ford Ranger - 06h 11m 34s
10) K. Van Tonder/F. Kriel
       Ford Ranger - 06h 13m 44s
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Jari-Matti Latvala and Mikka Anttila (Ford 
Abu Dhabi World Rally Team) won the 
World Rally Championship’s 2011 season 
fi nale this evening, with a convincing 
advantage of 03min 42.9sec over his 
closest rival.
 The Finn battled Sebastien Loeb/
Daniel Elena (Citroën Total World Rally Team) 
throughout the weekend, but a strange accident 
on Day Four’s afternoon loop of stages saw his 
retirement from the rally. Loeb was involved in a 
road accident on a liaison section to Crychan by 
a spectator who was driving on the wrong side 
of the road. Loeb and Elena were unharmed, 
as well as the spectators in the other car, but 
Loeb;s Citroën DS3 WRC was damaged beyond 
repair on the side of the road. Loeb was handed 
the WRC Drivers’ title after Championship 
hopefuls Mikko Hirvonen/Jarmo Lehtinen (Ford 
Abu Dhabi World Rally Team) crashed out of the 
rally on Day Two.
 This is Loeb and Elena’s record-breaking 
eighth WRC crown, making them undoubtedly 
the most successful pairing in the history of the 
sport.
 In fi ne fashion, the rally winner drove 
with confi dence and maturity that was not 
present in his skill set just 12 months ago, but 
is now his greatest asset. Latvala claimed the 
rally lead on Day Three’s penultimate speed test, 

and ended Day Three with a handful number 
of seconds over Loeb. This was stretched when 
he won the fi rst stage on Day Four to virtually 
assure himself of the rally victory. This is Ford’s 
third win of the season, and his fi rst of 2011.
 “It’s a great feeling because it’s been 
very stressful and frustrating since my last win 
[in Finland last season],” said Latvala, who was 
contesting Rally GB for a tenth time. “It’s a great 
way to fi nish the season 2011. We now need to 
push for the world title with Ford next year.”
 Claiming the second spot on the 
podium, Mads Ostberg/Jonas Andersson 
(M-Sport Stobart Ford World Rally Team) drove 
to their best-ever WRC career performance. They 
were locking in a battle with Petter Solberg/Chris 
Patterson (Petter Solberg World Rally Team), but 
Solberg was forced out of the event when his 
Citroën DS3 WRC’s fuel line burst and stranded 
his car on the side of the road. Ostberg showed 
tremendous patience, maturity and speed on the 
tricky muddy stages in Wales this weekend, and 
he has most certainly impressed rally bosses. He 
was once again the fastest privateer competitor 
in the World Rally Championship.
 “I’m so happy to be here because the 
last two days have been very diffi cult [with the 
engine problem we’ve had],” said Ostberg. “It’s 
just a fantastic way to end the season.”
 Ostberg’s team-mates Henning Solberg/
Ilka Minor (M-Sport Stobart Ford World Rally 
Team) clinched the fi nal podium slot to hand 
M-Sport anf Ford a one-two-three victory in 
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Latvala wins Wales, Loeb his eighth title



their ‘home’ event. Kris Meeke/Paul 
Nagle (MINI WRC Team) were running 
fourth overall and 1.8sec behind Solberg 
heading into the Power Stage, but an 
error in the 4km-long stage dropped 
Meeke nearly 10sec.
 “I took it very carefully on the 
last stage when I saw what happened to 
Kris,” said Solberg, whose last podium 
was on Rally Poland in 2009. “I tried my 
best, but now I have to work for next 
year and to get the sponsors so I can 
drive again.”
 Despite Meeke’s error, his fourth 
place overall fi nish is his best result to 
date in the WRC and highlighted his 
position as Briton’s top WRC driver for 
the future.
 The M-Sport Stobart Ford 
Fiesta World Rally Team Fiesta RS WRC 
of Matthew Wilson/Scott Martin claimed 
fi fth overall after a relatively trouble-free 
event. Impressive and memorable in 
sixth overall was Estonian Ott Tanak and 
co-driver Kuldar Sikk (DMack Ford Fiesta 
RS WRC). This youngster is a future 
World Rally Champion, and after this fi rst 
competitive drive in a WRC machine his 
talent is mesmerising.
 Winner of the bonus points in 
the Power Stage were Sebastien Ogier/
Julien Ingrassia (Citroën Total World 
Rally Team), but they fi nished a lowly 
11th overall after restarting the rally 
under SupeRally rules after crashing 
out on the opening loop of stages of the 

event.
 Kevin Abbring/Lara Vanaeste 
(Skoda Fabia S2000) fi nished the 
event in 11th overall in his Volkswagen 
Motorsport-run Skoda, to be the fi rst 
Class S2000/N4 car to cross the line. A 
great drive from the Dutch youngster!
 In the WRC Academy series, 
Craig Breen powered to a fi ne victory. 
He fi nished a whopping 4min 36sec 
ahead of his nearest rival, Egon Kaur. 
Breen has also won the inaugural WRC 
Academy Class!
 The 2012 World Rally 
Championship season gets underway 
with the return of the legendary Rallye 
Monte-Carlo from 17 - 22 January.

Overall PWRC Classifi cation:
01) P. Flodin/T. Alanne
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 03h 49m 32.2s
02) M. Semerad/M. Ernst 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 05m 43.8s
03) M. Kosciuszko/M. Szczepaniak 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 12m 14.7s
04) N. Fuchs/R. Garcia 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 12m 46.5s
05) D. Tagirov/A. Zavershinskaya
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi + 13m 49.8s
06) M. Al Shamsi/K. Duffy 
      Subaru Impreza WRX STi + 14m 21.2s
07) O. Kikireshko/S. Larens
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 22m 01.6s
08) H. Hunt/R. Durant 
      Citroën DS3 R3T + 24m 26.6s
09) O. Saliuk/P. Cherepin 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 25m 36.3s
10) V. Gorban/V. Nikolayev
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 42m 22.2s

Overall WRC Academy Classifi cation:
01) C. Breen/G. Roberts – 03h 06m 10.7s
02) E. Kaur/E. Lepikson + 4m 36.1s
03) A. Fisher/D. Barritt + 07m 04.0s
04) C. Reidemann/M. Wenzel + 08m 51.1s
05) M. Taylor/S. Marshall + 10m 54.3s
06) S. Karyakin/S. Vlasyuk + 13m 26.2s
07) V. Hummel/K. Geyer + 16m 53.5s
08) A. Crugnola/M. Ferrara + 19m 03.1s
09) Y. Lemes/R. Penate + 19m 08.8s
10) M. Niinemae/T. Valter + 24m 05.2s
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Overall WRC Classifi cation:
01) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC - 03h 27m 03.5s
02) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 03m 42.9s
03) H. Solberg/I. Minor 
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 07m 05.1s
04) K. Meeke/P. Nagle 
      MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 07m 12.3s
05) M. Wilson/S. Martin
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 08m 57.3s
06) O. Tanak/K. Sikk 
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 09m 27.1s
07) E. Novikov/D. Giraudet 
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 09m 47.7s
08) D. Kuipers/F. Miclotte 
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 10m 12.7s
09) K. Block/A. Gelsomino 
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 16m 01.2s
10) A. Araujo/M. Ramalho 
      MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 17m 01.6s
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