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Pryce, Siim Plangi and Peter Taylor – all 
of whom performed brilliantly during the 
selection process.
 Pirelli’s motorsport director 
Paul Hembery commented: “First and 
foremost, I’d like to say that all the 
drivers can feel proud of themselves for 
having got to the fi nal selection. But we 
can only pick one winner, and all the 
judges thought that Jukka would make 
an excellent ambassador for Pirelli on 
the British Rally Championship as part 
of the prestigious Star Driver scheme, 
with the right performance and mental 
strength to really make a difference.”
 Korhonen added: “I’m very 
grateful to Pirelli for this fantastic 
opportunity – and I fully intend to make 
the most of it. I really enjoyed my fi rst 
taste of the Skoda Fabia R2 during the 
shoot-out and I think that we can fi ght 
for overall wins with this car. Coming to 
compete in Britain with Pirelli is one of 
my dreams, and I am so happy to have 
achieved it.”
 Korhonen follows in the 
footsteps of Darren Gass (2008), Adam 
Gould (2009), Keith Cronin (2010) 
and Elfyn Evans (2011): all of whom 
are previous winners of the Pirelli Star 
Driver prize. Next year’s British Rally 
Championship takes in six rounds on 
gravel and asphalt.

Up-and-coming Finnish rally driver 
Jukka Korhonen has been elected by 
a distinguished panel of judges as 
the Pirelli UK Star Driver for 2012.
 Korhonen, the fi rst driver not 
from Great Britain to win the award 
in its four-year history, will receive a 
fully-funded drive on next year’s British 
Rally Championship in a Skoda Fabia 
R2 run by TEG Sport. The car will run 
in a unique Pirelli Star Driver livery, 
highlighting the exceptional opportunity 
that Pirelli continues to give young 
rallying talent in Britain.
 The 27-year-old Finn won the 
drive following a two-day selection 
process held earlier in the week, during 
which six drivers went head-to-head for 
the coveted prize. They were assessed 
by a team of judges that comprised 
Pirelli senior tyre engineer Matteo Braga, 
former British Rally Champions Gwyndaf 
Evans and Jim McRae, and World 
Rally Championship co-driver Chris 
Patterson. The tests included interview 
technique and pace-note preparation, 
as well as a driving assessment over a 
specially-created stage at Rowrah circuit 
in Cumbria with the Skoda Fabia R2, 
together with other practical exams such 
as a timed wheel change.
 Korhonen, co-driven by his 
compatriot Marko Salminen, was 
announced as the winner at the 
British Rally Championship Awards in 
Manchester tonight, having impressed 
the judges in every area. The Finn won 
the Fiesta Trophy in Finland this year, 
taking fi ve dominant victories, and also 
impressed with a stellar performance 
on the Pirelli International Rally in April, 
where he won the R2 class and fi nished 
sixth overall.
 The other fi nalists for this 
year’s Pirelli Star Driver nomination 
were Tommy Doyle, Desi Henry, Osian 

Team News
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Event News
Breaking News

Words: Pirelli UK Media

Juho Korhonen 
awarded Pirelli 
Star Driver UK
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The 2012 New Zealand Rally 
Championship’s calendar has been 
released. The fi ve-round series 
starts at the end of March and 
concludes at the end of August.
• 01) 30 Mar - 1 Apr: Int’l Rally of 
Whangarei
• 02) 27-29 Apr: Rally Wairarapa
• 03) 25-27 May: Rally Otago
• 04) 21-24 Jun: Rally New Zealand
• 05) 25-26 August: Rally Gisborne

Words: Evan Rothman

New Zealand 
readies for 2012

Multiple Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) event winner 
Freddy Loix insists turning 41 won’t 
slow him down.
 Loix celebrated his 41st 
birthday in his native Belgium last 
week. Although he has yet to fi nalise his 
programme for 2012 he says he has no 
intention of easing off the throttle.
 “I’m working very hard to stay 
fi t and I’m doing a lot to be quick,” 
said Loix, known affectionately as Fast 
Freddy by his many fans around the 
world. “I was very happy with my time 
on the long 44-kilometre stage in the 
night on Rallye Sanremo earlier this 
season when I was fastest. I still feel I 
have the speed, I have the experience, 
which is also important and I am still in 
good shape.”
 Loix drove his BFO-Skoda Rally 
Team Fabia Super 2000 to fourth in 
the fi nal IRC standings this season. He 
claimed a solitary win on June’s GEKO 
Ypres Rally alongside co-driver Frederic 
Miclotte, his seventh success on the 
demanding asphalt event.

Words: IRC Series

Freddy Loix 
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H&H

H&H

H&H

Karl Kruuda is planning to tackle a 
programme of Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) events in 2012 with 
the GEKO Ypres Rally and Cyprus 
Rally included on his draft schedule.
 The 18-year-old Estonian 
sensation made seven appearances in 
this year’s IRC in the ME3 Rally Team 
SKODA Fabia Super 2000 he shared with 
co-driver Martin Jarveoja. He fi nished 
10th in the fi nal standings, claiming a 
season-best fourth on the fi nal round in 
Cyprus earlier this month.
 “I like the IRC, the events and 
the atmosphere and the competition is 
very strong,” said Kruuda. “I have been 
able to improve my driving by doing 
the IRC this year and for the plan is to 
do some more next year. I’m not sure 
what I will do but I would like very much 
Ypres and Cyprus.”

Words: 

Karl Kruuda 
lines up more 
IRC for 2012
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The newly-crowned Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge (IRC) drivers’ 
champion, Andreas Mikkelsen, will 
return to defend his title in 2012 in 
the same factory-prepared Skoda 
UK Motorsport Fabia S2000 that he 
and co-driver Ola Fløene won the 
series in this year.
 The 22-year-old driver led 
the last six rallies of the 2011 IRC 
(Azores, Czech Rep., Hungary, Sanremo, 
Scotland and Cyprus), winning the last 
two events and claiming the title at 
Rally Cyprus. Andreas also recorded an 
unbeaten 38 fastest special stage times 
on his way to becoming the youngest-
ever IRC champion.
 For its third full season in the 
IRC, Skoda UK Motorsport will once 
again enter a latest-spec Fabia S2000 
prepared by Skoda Motorsport, which 
will continue to be run on events by the 
highly experienced Skoda Rally Team 
Italia.
 Mikkelsen commented: “I 
really couldn’t believe that we’d won 
the IRC drivers’ title when I crossed the 
fi nish line of the Cyprus Rally! We knew 
we had a chance of becoming 2011 
champions. It was a slim chance, but it 
proves that in life you should never give 
up. I really want to thank ŠKODA UK for 
giving me this opportunity to drive for 
them in 2011 and I’m so happy to repay 
their faith in me.”

Words: IRC Series

Mikkelsen 
commits to IRC
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After an exceptional 2011 season with ten 
victories, the seventh manufacturers’ title 
for the Citroën Total World Rally Team and 
Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena’s eighth 
drivers’ title, Citroën Racing is already 
turning its attention to 2012 with the 
arrival of a new crew for next season.
 Initially contracted until December 
2013, Citroën Racing has fi nally decided to fi nish 
their collaboration with Sébastien Ogier and 
Julien Ingrassia at the end of the 2011 season. 
In 2012 and 2013, Sébastien Loeb’s and Daniel 
Elena’s team-mates will be Mikko Hirvonen 
and Jarmo Lehtinen. The Finns, runners-up in 
the 2009 and 2011 World Championship, have 
scored 14 victories and 51 podium fi nishes in 
124 starts in the WRC. 
 Olivier Quesnel, Citroën Racing Team 
Principal, said in the press announcement: 
“Seeing Sébastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia 
leave strikes a particular emotional chord in 
the whole team. Citroën Racing trained them, 
fi rst of all in the JWRC and then in the Citroën 
Junior Team and the Citroën Total World Rally 
Team They had a very good season with 

fi ve victories and third place in the Drivers’ 
World Championship, and they made a 
productive contribution to the conquest of the 
manufacturers’ title alongside Sébastien Loeb 
and Daniel Elena who have claimed their eighth 
consecutive world crown, a unique achievement 
in motorsport. Now, we’re very happy to 
welcome Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen. 
They’ve been our toughest rivals over the last 
four seasons and we’re really looking forward 
to our future collaboration. Mikko is a talented 
driver and his consistency will be a big help in 
our fi ght to retain the manufacturers’ title.”
 Frédéric Banzet, General Manager 
Citroën Automobiles, commented: “I’d like to 
take advantage of this occasion to repeat my 
congratulations to the whole Citroën Racing team 
for their 2011 titles, as well as Sébastien Loeb
and Daniel Elena for their eighth consecutive 
crown. I’d also like to thank Sébastien Ogier 
and Julien Ingrassia for their involvement with 
the make over the last four years and the six 
victories they’ve added to its results. I’d like to 
welcome Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen 
who are joining us to continue Citroën Racing’s 
sporting adventure and its determination to 
score more victories starting with the 2012
Monte Carlo Rally.

Words: Citroën Racing
Pictures: Citroën Racing, WorldRallyPics

From blue to red, Mikko makes a move
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Namibian rally enthusiasts celebrated 
the dawning of a new rally star in this 
weekend’s 43rd Total Tara Rally. Held in 
and around Windhoek, Namibia, Wilro 
Dippenaar and co-driver Morne du Toit 
(Toyota RunX S2000) swept to a popular 
win in their home event. The Total Tara 
Rally counted as the season fi nale of the 
2011 Namibian Rally Championship season.
 This event poses unique challenges: 
high ambient temperatures, a tight and technical 
rally route made all the more exciting when 
adding the high caliber of Namibian Rally 
Championship’s competitors.
 Held in and around the country’s capital, 
Windhoek, the rally started on Thursday evening 
with four night stages, moved to Okahandja 
and Wilhelmstal on Friday where 16 stages 

were held. Saturday route, the fi nal day of the 
rally, comprised seven high-speed tests in and 
around Windhoek, before the fi nish on Saturday 
afternoon at the Sport Klub Windhoek centre. To 
highlight the trying conditions of the route, only 
14 of the 22 original starters reached the fi nish 
after the event’s 27 stages, 226 competitive 
kilometers and the 720km total event distance 
for competitors.
 Boasting the largest privateer rally team 
in South Africa, Team Total contests the premier 
Class S2000 with two crews and the Class S1600 
and Two Wheel Drive Championship with two 
crews. All four cars are Toyotas, with the Class 
S2000 machines the latest iterations of the 
rally-winning Auris S2000. For this weekend’s 
challenge, the cars ran under Namibian Rally 
Championship regulations, meaning that the two 
Class S2000 crews contested Class S4 and Craig 
Trott/Robbie Coetzee in Class S1 and Stefanie 
Botha/Willem Hugo in Class S2.

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: Evan Rothman
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 Team Total grabbed podium 
positions in each of the Classes it 
entered in this rally, with Mohammed 
Moosa/Grant Martin claiming third place 
overall and Stefanie Botha/Willem Hugo 
sixth place overall.
 The fi rst loop of four stages 
proved taxing on Moosa/Martin’s Toyota 
Auris S2000, as they lost time while 
suffering electrical problems exacerbated 
by a failing alternator. However, on 
Day Two’s stages the Tzaneen-based 
businessman powered his way up the 
fi eld from an overnight 16th overall to 
fourth place at the end of Day Two’s 
speed tests and reeled in the leaders by 
over six minutes.
 Day Three highlighted Moosa’s 
speed on this event, seeing him move 
one place up the leader board to claim 
third position overall and his fi rst podium 
result with his new Toyota Auris S2000 
rally weapon.
 Fellow Class S2000 team-mates 

Jean-Pierre Damseaux/Carolyn Swan 
(Toyota Auris S2000) shadowed the 
rally leader on Day One and seized the 
overall rally lead on Day Two’s morning 
loop of stages. Driving with the pace and 
confi dence that brought Damseaux two 
wins in 2007 and 2008 on this event, he 
posted two fastest stage times to extend 
his lead over his rivals, but the crew 
unfortunately saw their rally end after 
striking a tree to damage his car beyond 
repair on the event. 
 Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee 
(Toyota RunX S1600) suffered poor luck 
when they got lost in one of the opening 
night stages and then while working 
their way back up the leader board, their 
rally machine’s driveshaft snapped to 
force them to retire from the rally. After 
repairs from their hard-working service 
crew, Trott/Coetzee were able to restart 
the event under SupeRally regulations 
and fi nished just outside the top ten.
 In her home event, Team 

Total’s only female rally driver Stefanie 
Botha claimed a commendable sixth 
place overall in her Toyota RunX S1600. 
Partnered with Angela Shields in the 
South African Rally Championship, her 
regular co-driver was unable to attend 
this event due to work commitments, 
but her father ably stepped up to fi ll 
the role. This event marked her season-
best result and her stage times were 
comparable with faster machinery such 
was her determination and dedication 
this weekend.
 The Total Tara Rally 2011 
proved once more to be an spectator 
attraction and the weather played its 
part to make this event an enjoyable and 
exciting one for crews and spectators 
alike. H&H
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For ten days, the motorsport world’s 
attention turns to East Africa. You were 
all thinking that the international rallying 
season was over, but you may have 
forgotten about the East African Safari 
Classic Rally at your peril.
 This classic rally, billed as the “World’s 
Greatest Rally”, started on Saturday and runs 
until 29 November, after a marathon 5,000km 
route from Mombasa in Kenya, to Amboseli, 
Arusha in Tanzania, then working back up to 
central Kenya before ending in Mombasa on 
Kenya’s coast on the 29th.
 A total of 51 crews took to the fi rst 
stage, and tackle three stages per day. The 
longest stage of the event is an astounding 
150km, a true test of man (and woman) and 
machine.
 Taking to the start of this biennial rally 
are a number fo high-profi le rally drivers and 
co-drivers, amongst them Travis Pastrana, Bjorn 
Waldegaard, Stig Blomqvist, Steve Perez, Alistair 
Cavenaugh and ... 
 Stages are set in the majestic valleys, 
hills and fl atlands, and with an unexpected rainy 
season in the lead-up to the rally, the roads are 
slippery, muddy and treaherous at best. The cars 
that will be cleaned, serviced and tenderly loved 
throughout the ten-day event include Ford Escort 
MkI and IIs, Datsun 260Zs, Porsche 911s, Volvo 
P80s and a plethora of Japan’s fi nest pre-1974 
rally machines.
 For the fi rst stage of the 2011 East 
African Safari Classic Rally saw the event kick 
off with action aplenty. The 2009 event winners, 
Ian Duncan/Amaar Slatch (Ford Capri) were 
locked in a battle for the rally lead with Bjorn 
and Mathias Waldegard (Porsche 911), Steve 
Perez/Staffan Parmander (Datsun 260Z), Travis 
Pastrana/Fabrizia Pons (Porsche 911) and 
Gregoire de Mevius/Alain Guehennec (Porsche 
911).
 However, at the end of the fi rst day 
of competition, it was the father-and-son 

Waldegard crew that led the rally ahead of De 
Mevius and Duncan.
 Bjorn Waldegard said: “It was fantastic 
– a full Safari in one day. The fi rst section was 
fast, the second twisty and the third was slippery 
like hell for the last 30 km.”
Pastrana fi nished the day in seventh position 
overall: “It was a really good day. We saw zebra 
and the mud was an amazing adventure. The 
fi rst section was very fast and the second was 
very technical which was where we were fastest. 
In the third section we ran over a shrub which 
was hiding a rock and got a puncture on the 
front right!”
 For motorsport enthusiasts, this event 
cannot go unnoticed. Handbrakes & Hairpins will 
deliver a report in next week’s issue and a full 
event review the following week. For running 
reports, please visit our webspace at http://
handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com and on 
Twitter at http://twitter.com/Evan_Rothman and 
our growong Facebook presence at http://www.
facebook.com/HandHemag.
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Action aplenty on Day One 
of Safaric Classic Rally 2011
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Overall Classifi cation after Day One:
01) B. Waldegard/M. Waldegard
       Porsche 911 - 02h 52m 07s
02) G. De Mevius/A. Guehennec
       Porsche 911 - 02h 53m 57s
03) I. Duncan/A. Slatch
       Ford Capri - 02h 55m 32s
04) G. Marcy/S. Prevot
       Porsche 911 - 03h 02m 02s
05) G. Bell/T. Challen
       Porsche 911 - 03h 05m 37s
06) T. Flohr/D. Breton
       Porsche 911 - 03h 07m 43s
07) T. Pastrana/F. Pons
       Porsche 911 - 03h 10m 15s
08) T. Clarke/A. Doig
       Porsche 911 - 03h 14m 13s
09) J. Lloyd/A. Cavenaugh
       Ford Escort RS1800 - 03h 21m 17s
10) J-P. Mondron/N. Gilsoul
       Porsche 911 - 03h 31m 26s

http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com
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In claiming eight of the top ten positions 
with its Fiesta RS World Rally Car on the 
season-ending Wales Rally GB earlier this 
month, Ford set a new record in the FIA 
World Rally Championship.
 It was the fi rst occasion since the 
championship was created in 1973 that a single 
manufacturer placed eight cars in the top ten 
leaderboard – a fi tting way for the Fiesta RS 
WRC to conclude its fi rst world championship 
campaign.
 Of the ten Fiesta RS WRCs that 
competed on what is renowned as one of the 
most demanding rallies of the season, three 
fi nished on the podium, ensuring a popular Blue 
Oval lock-out. Five more scored points by placing 
inside the top ten.
 Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team’s 
Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila secured victory 
in spectacular fashion, with Mads Østberg/
Jonas Andersson second and Henning Solberg/
Ilka Minor third, both from the privately-entered 
M-Sport Stobart Ford squad.
 Behind them, team-mates Matthew 
Wilson/Scott Martin fi nished a Rally GB-best in 
fi fth, with Ott Tänak/Kuldar Sikk a career-high 
sixth to cap an outstanding debut in a Fiesta 
RS WRC. Evgeny Novikov/Denis Giraudet came 
home seventh on their fi rst appearance for 
Ford Abu Dhabi, ahead of FERM Power Tools 
duo Dennis Kuipers/Frederic Miclotte in eighth 

and Monster World Rally Team’s Ken Block/Alex 
Gelsomino in ninth. 
 The Fiesta RS WRC cavalcade eclipsed 
the previous record of seven cars from the same 
manufacturer fi nishing inside the top ten of a 
WRC event, a record that Ford jointly held. 
 “For Jari-Matti to take his fi rst win of 
the season already made Rally GB a special 
weekend. But to set a new WRC record with 
eight cars inside the top ten, and all of them 
from the same team makes it even more so,” 
said Ford Abu Dhabi team director Malcolm 
Wilson, whose Cumbria-based M-Sport operation 
prepared and ran all the points-scoring Fiesta RS 
WRCs.
 “Jari-Matti’s performance in winning and 
the speed and reliability of all eight Fiesta RS 
WRCs that fi nished inside the points in GB was 
tremendously encouraging,” he added.
 Ford of Europe motorsport chief Gerard 
Quinn said the result marked a milestone 
achievement for Ford in the company’s long and 
distinguished history in the WRC.
 “To have eight Ford Fiesta RS WRCs 
fi nish inside the top ten in Rally GB was a 
magnifi cent accomplishment, and only serves 
to demonstrate the car’s strengths and 
capabilities,” continued Quinn. “That six of them 
were privately-entered underlines what a good 
choice the Fiesta RS WRC is for independent 
competitors in the series. It was the fruit of 
a great deal of hard work and commitment 
by all involved, and I am extremely proud of 
everybody’s efforts.”

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: WorldRallyPics

Ford set new record at Wales Rally GB
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The ‘Sebs’ are ganging up on Michael 
Schumacher. Not so long ago the all-
conquering German’s remarkable tally of 
records – these included an unprecedented 
seven world championship titles, 91 race 
victories, 76 fastest laps, 68 pole positions 
plus 13 victories in one season – all seemed 
invincible… but not any more.
 In Formula One fellow countryman 
Sebastian Vettel is making big in-roads into 
Schumacher’s seemingly impregnable records 
while, on Sunday, rally superstar Sébastien 
Loeb clinched an eighth straight FIA World 
Rally Championship title to become the most 
successful driver in motorsport history. The 
Frenchman’s eighth world championship not only 
eclipses Schumacher but also the achievements 
of motorcycle legend Valentino Rossi who also 
has seven world championship crowns to his 
name in MotoGP/500cc.
 “For sure I’m proud to become the most 
successful driver in motorsport and feel very 
happy,” said 37-year-old Loeb who has amassed 
67 wins from 151 starts in the WRC. “We were 
equal until this week with Michael Schumacher 
who had seven – now we have eight. I don’t 
really want to compare different branches of the 
sport but it’s very special. I never thought I’d 
achieve this when I started my career.”
 Having originally competed as one of 
France’s top young gymnasts, Loeb switched 
to rallying in the mid-nineties and fi rst came 
to international prominence when winning the 
Super 1600 Drivers’ Cup, the predecessor to the 
Junior World Rally Championship in 2001. The 
following year he joined the Citroën factory team 
and together with co-driver Daniel Elena scored 
a fi rst WRC victory in Germany. After fi nishing 
championship runner-up by just a single point 
in 2003, Loeb took his fi rst world crown in 2004 
and now has mounted seven successful title 
defences.
 The Frenchman’s phenomenal 
dominance has cemented his reputation as one 

of the greatest names in sporting history and he 
says he has no intentions of lifting his foot off the 
throttle just yet. 
 “I started rallying for passion and I feel 
the same sensation when I’m in the car. I still 
enjoy rallies – that’s my main motivation. It will 
not change my life if it’s seven titles, eight titles 
or nine. I enjoy the moment and like what I do,” 
he explained.
 Having renewed his contract with 
Citroen, Loeb will be gunning for a ninth 
consecutive title when the 2012 FIA World Rally 
Championship kicks off with the famous Monte 
Carlo Rally in January. And understandably 
the champion’s confi dent of setting even more 
records.
 “We have won eight titles in a row and 
I can only have the goal to win another title next 
year,” he remarked. “There is no precise plan for 
the day I stop driving – at the moment the next 
goal is the next title. If I can make it 10 titles I 
hope I can but I don’t know. I take everything 
year after year. For now my goal is next year; 
after that I will see.”
 While Loeb will start 2012 as the man 
to beat, he faces increasing rivalry in the years 
ahead as the FIA World Rally Championship 
becomes more and more competitive. This year’s 
title race went right down to the wire as Ford’s 
Mikko Hirvonen mounted a major challenge 
and with factory MINI and VW teams gearing 
up for full scale attacks in 2012 and 2013 
the opposition is set to become stronger and 
stronger. 

FIA World Champions:
Sébastien Loeb (FRA) – 8 titles (WRC)
Michael Schumacher (GER) – 7 titles (F1)
Juan Manuel Fangio (ARG) – 5 titles (F1)
Juha Kankkunen (FIN) – 4 titles (WRC)
Tommi Mäkinen (FIN) – 4 titles (WRC)
Alain Prost (FRA) – 4 titles (F1)
Jack Brabham (AUS) – 3 titles (F1)
Niki Lauda (AUT) – 3 titles (F1)
Nelson Piquet (BRA) – 3 titles (F1)
Ayrton Senna (BRA) – 3 titles (F1)
Jackie Stewart (GBR) – 3 titles (F1)

Words: WRC Media Offi ce
Picture: Citroën Racing

Most successful man in motorsport? Yep!
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An enthralling battle for the rally lead died 
within one stage. Yet, this event provided 
thrills, spills and high-speed drama lapped 
up by the thousands of rally enthusiasts 
lining the stages. In a rally that saw 22 
entrants, with 14 reaching the fi nish, the 
2011 Total Tara Rally concluded this year’s 
Namibian Rally Championship with an 
international fl avour.
 Jaco van Dyk (Volkswagen Polo 
S2000 S4) charged to the early lead of this 
the 43rd edition of the Total Tara Rally, taking 
the initiative after the fi rst four night stages 
on Thursday evening. Jean-Pierre Damseaux 
(Toyota Auris S2000 S4) ended Day One in 
third place overall, just behind Dick Cornelissen 
(Subaru Impreza WRX STi S4) and ahead of 
Namibian youngster Wilro Dippenaar (Toyota 
RunX S2000).
 With 227km and 27 stages, the Total 
Tara Rally provides crews and cars with a tough 

challenge. It attracts South African rally crews 
from across the border, and for the fi rst time in 
the history of the event the entire Team Total 
four-car squad took to its high-speed stages.
 Day Two’s 16 stages presented 
opportunities for the fast four-wheel drive rally 
weapons of Class S4 (comprising Class S2000 
and Class N4) to showcase their pace. Namibia’s 
Van Dyk’s lead shrank as the morning’s stages 
passed, with thrid place overnight driver 
Damseaux leapfrogging Cornelissen into second 
place and then went about reeling in Van Dyk.
 A battle royal that saw the rally leaders 
separated by less than 10 seconds in a ding-
dong battle, saw Damseaux claim the rally lead 
and set the pace. However, his lead lasted for 
only one stage: Damseaux crashed his Team 
Total Toyota Auris S2000 S4 machine into a tree 
at high speed, unfortunately ending his rally.
 In the very next stage, Van Dyk who 
inherited the rally lead, suffered the most cruel 
luck when his car ground to a halt and reduced 
the quick driver to a spectator for the remainder 
of the event.

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Evan Rothman

Tough rallying in Namibia

Event Reports
ResultsParc Ferme
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 This upset moved not Dick 
Cornelissen to the top of the leader 
board, but Wilro Dippenaar. Dippenaar 
attacked the stages once he saw 
Damseaux move up the leader board, 
and charged into third place. The top 
three, before Damseaux and Van Dyk 
exited the rally, were covered by less 
than 40 seconds, and each stage saw 
these Class S2000 crews push their 
machines to their limits over the loose 
sandy tracks.
 It was a lead that Dippenaar 
was not to relinquish, despite the 
competition targeting thi driver’s top 
spot.
 Day Two also saw Team Total’s 
Mohammed Moosa and Grant Martin 
(Toyota Auris S2000 S4) put on a brave 
performance. Down over 15 minutes 
on the leaders after Day One’s four 
stages due to electrical and alternator 
problems, Moosapulled back six minutes 
on the leaders on Day Two and the fi nal 
day managed to close in over a minute. 
On their charge, they collected ten stage 
wins and had their Day One nightmares 

not occurred they would have certainly 
been a candidate for the top spot of 
the podium. Thier drive from 16th to 
third overall makes them Handbrakes & 
Hairpins’ standout performance of the 
event.
 In the fi ght for the two-wheel 
drive category saw three crews chase for 
the hnours, with Namibians Arrangies/
Franz (Toyota Corolla S2) and Stefanie 
Botha/Willem Hugo (Team Total Toyota 
RunX S2) and two Volkswagen Polo 
Vivo Class S3 machines piloted by 
Van Rensburg/Booysen and Pretorius/
Pretorius. The faster Volkswagen Polo 
Vivos were unable to challenge the two 
Toyota crews, with Arrangies powering 
to fi fth place overall, Botha sixth, Van 
Rensburg seventh and Pretorius eighth.
 The long route, with its 
stages based in and around Windhoek, 
Namibia’s capital city, range from tight 
and twisty, to kilometres-long straights 
over undulating hills. The tracks are 
on loose sand, and time gaps between 
competitors are three minutes. With the 
dust hanging in the air, dust gaps should 

have been extended to four minutes or 
longer, this journalist feels. The 2011 
Total Tara Rally is a great Namibian 
rally, and it most certainly produces 
interesting and entertaining rally action 
for crews and fans alike.

Overall Classifi cation:
01) W. Dippenaar/M. Du Toit
       Toyota RunX S2000 S4 - 02h 26m 29s
02) D. Cornelissen/M. Gous
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi S4 - 02h 28m 15s
03) M. Moosa/G. Martin
       Toyota Auris S2000 S4 - 02h 34m 39s
04) J. Wiese/E. Viviers
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi S4 - 02h 40m 14s
05) H. Arangies/A. Franz
       Toyota Corolla S2 - 02h 45m 11s
06) S. Botha/W. Hugo
       Toyota RunX S2 - 02h 48m 59s
07) R. Van Rensburg/D. Booysen
       Volkswagen Polo Vivo S3 - 02h 50m 21s
08) R. Pretorius/K. PRetorius
       Volkswagen Polo Vivo S3 - 03h 00m 16s
09) T. Himmel/T. Du Toit
       Toyota Corolla S2 - 03h 02m 24s
10) Z. Wiese/B. Mostert
       Toyota Conquest S1 - 03h 08m 53s
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Now that the 2011 World Rally 
Championship has come to an exciting 
end, and the sport has rewarded its most 
successful sons, Handbrakes & Hairpins 
looks back on the season to the most 
critical moments.
 Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena, 
along with Citroën Racing, have made history 
once more by claiming their eighth Drivers’ 

Championship crown. Mikko Hirvonen’s the 
Frenchman’s team-mate for 2012 World Rally 
Championship (WRC) series.
 The fi rst in our project for the coming 
months is the most recent, the Wales Rally GB, 
and we will work backwards through the year 
to bring you the passion and the glory that is 
rallying at world competition level as captured 
through the camera lenses of the world’s most 
respected and admired sports photographers.

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Citroën Racing, WorldRallyPics

More scenes from WRC Wales Rally GB
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