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Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
(IRC) champion Andreas Mikkelsen, 
who has re-signed for Skoda UK 
Motorsport to defend his title in 
2012, has admitted that it took him 
some convincing before he realised 
he’d secured this year’s crown on 
the dramatic season fi nale in Cyprus 
earlier this month.
 Mikkelsen was part of a fi ve-
way battle for the prestigious IRC crown 
on the mixed-surface event. He had to 
win the rally in order to top the fi nal 
drivers’ standings.
 “I really couldn’t believe that 
we’d won the IRC drivers’ title when 
I crossed the fi nish line of the Cyprus 
Rally,” said the 22-year-old. “We knew 
we had a chance of becoming 2011 
champions. It was a slim chance, but it 
proves that in life you should never give 
up. The aim now is to try to become the 
fi rst driver to successfully defend his IRC 
title. We’ll be back in 2012 in a factory-
prepared Skoda UK Motorsport Fabia 
S2000 with that goal and to support 
Skoda in claiming the manufacturers’ 
title for the third year running.”

Team News
Videos

Event News
Breaking News

Words: IRC Series

Mikkelsen still 
shocked he won 
the IRC in 2011
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Here is a video from YouTube showing 
Mikko Hirvonen putting his Citroën DS3 
WRC through its paces in a test session 
last week in Spain. It is strange to see 
the former Ford star in a French rally 
machine: http://www.youtube.com/

Words: Evan Rothman

Evidence Mikko 
really has 
signed with 
Citroën Racing
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Bjorn Waldegard and son Mathias 
have excelled in the 2011 edition of 
the East African Safari Classic Rally, 
a bi-ennial event held in Kenya and 
Tanzania.
 It is the fi rst time the German 
marque has won this classic event, billed 
as the world’s greatest rally.
 After reaching the fi nish line on 
Monday morning, Waldegard said: “I’m 
very glad to be here and very, very glad 
to have won the rally. Mathias has done 
an absolutely brilliant job. He was very 
good in 2007 but he has got even better 
and done everything 10 percent. He has 
set quite a record on the Safari, winning 
both times he has competed in 2007 
and 2011.”
 A full event report will be 
available in next week’s issue of 
Handbrakes & Hairpins.

Words: 

Porsche wins 
fi rst Safari 
Classic Rally
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Mark Donnelly is planning to contest 
several rounds of next year’s IRC 
2WD Cup and will start the season 
as a title contender based on his 
performance on RACMSA Rally of 
Scotland in October.
 The 20-year-old from Northern 
Ireland was leading the two-wheel-
drive division in Scotland only for 
engine failure to force his early 
exit. He will contest this weekend’s 
French championship Rallye du Var in 
preparation for his IRC campaign in 
2012.
 “The rally will be completely 
different to anything I have done 
before,” said Donnelly. “The stages 
are very similar to those on the IRC 
programme so getting some experience 
is key. I don’t want to be heading into 
IRC events next year as a complete 
newcomer; I want to be as prepared 
as possible. I am not sure exactly 
what events I will be doing next year 
apart from Ypres, but this weekend 
will defi nitely help give me some extra 
confi dence.”

Words: IRC Series

Mark Donnelly 
to contest IRC

H&H

For a three-year period starting 
from 2012, Belgian team Symtech 
Racing, with the co-operation of 
WRC promoter North One Sport 
and Subaru / STI, will support and 
manage a new formula within the 
World Rally Championship, the Rally 
Class, it was confi rmed this week to 
http://www.crash.net.
 This competition will cover 
six WRC rounds, getting underway in 
Portugal before moving onto Greece, 
Germany, France, Italy and Spain. All 
crews taking part in the Rally Class 
category will drive identical Subaru 
Impreza STR12 cars.
 The winner will be rewarded 
with a fully-paid fi ve-rally programme 
for the following season in which he 
will compete at the wheel of a Symtech 
Subaru Impreza R4.
 Explained Dirk Van der Sluys of 
Symtech Racing: “Rally Class has a fi xed 
price for the whole season, equivalent 
to about half of the budget normally 
required to drive in the PWRC. In 
addition there will be some interesting 
prizes for the top three fi nishers: a fi ve-
rally programme with a Subaru Impreza 
R4 for the winner; two rallies with a 
Group N Subaru Impreza for the runner-
up and a complete test session with an 
Impreza R4 for whoever is third.
 “The car we will provide for 
the Rally Class will be a slightly cheaper 
version of the new Group N Subaru 
Impreza STR12, but still comparable to 
the full-spec version. It will be equipped 
with a dogbox gearbox, big brakes, 
Reiger adjustable suspension and 
DMACK tyres, with race fuel. I’m sure it 
will be a good way to discover the World 
Rally Championship with four wheel 
drive and a turbo.”
 Participants for the 2012 
Rally Class season will have to enrol 
by December 15, 2011. The cost of 

Words: http://www.crash.net

New Rally Class 
created for 
PWRC in 2012

this new Rlaly Class from the Symtech 
Racing team will be made available at an 
inclusive price of €260,000 (Euro). H&H
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Sébastien Ogier has been signed as the 
fi rst offi cial Volkswagen driver for the FIA 
World Rally Championship (WRC). The 27-
year-old Frenchman and his co-driver Julien 
Ingrassia (31) are joining the Volkswagen 
Motorsport squad effective immediately. 
Ogier, who fi nished the 2011 WRC in third 
place, will be instrumental in helping to 
shape the development of the Polo R WRC 
for Volkswagen’s 2013 entry in the World 
Rally Championship.
 “Volkswagen is the number one in 
Europe and will soon be number one in the 
world,” said an exuberant Sébastien Ogier on his 
arrival in Hanover. “I’m sure that they’re going 
to compete with the goal of clinching the WRC 
title. And I’m happy to be part of this from the 
outset.” 
 And co-driver Julien Ingrassia stresses 
with self-confi dence: “We’re looking forward to a 
team with a fi ghting spirit and the determination 
to win. Anything’s possible!”

 “I am very happy about Sébastian Ogier 
and Julien Ingrassia joining us,” says Dr Ulrich 
Hackenberg, Member of the Volkswagen Brand 
Board of Management for the Development 
Division. “Both of them are important 
pieces of the puzzle on our way towards 
building a successful team in the World Rally 
Championship. It is also a mark of confi dence for 
our team if such a strong pairing opts for a new 
team in the WRC that is still in the process of 
being developed.” 
 Motorsport Director Kris Nissen adds: 
“We are proud that such a successful and quick 
duo as Sébastian Ogier and his co-driver Julien 
Ingrassia have decided to join Volkswagen. 
The aim of putting a competitive Polo R WRC 
on the road for them as quickly as possible will 
additionally drive our team. We look forward 
to working with them and are hoping for many 
victories and titles in the future.”

• Here is a short video on the introduction of 
Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia at Volkswagen 
Motorsport: http://youtu.be/VeicxXyqwvw

Words: Volkswagen Motorsport
Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport

Ogier signs with Volkswagen for WRC
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With the largest collection of Class S2000 
rally weaponry competing in a national rally 
championship in the world, with near on 15 
two-wheel drive crews, four manufacturers 
represented and the cream of South Africa’s 
motorsport sponsors, how can the 2011 
South African Rally Championship not be 
a showpiece of excitement, drama and 
spectacular driving? Well, it was all that 
and a bag of chips.
 Rally victories were decided with mere 
seconds separating a handful number of crews, 
where battles throughout the fi eld raged from 
the fi rst stage to the very last corner of the 
last speed test. Jumps were attacked as if they 
were launch pads directly onto the winners’ 
podium; high-speed sweeps were encountered 
with generous amounts of opposite lock to throw 
up plumes of dust to thrill the thousands of 
spectators. Even going into the fi nal round of 
the season, any one of four crews was in line for 
the title of South African Rally Champion. After 
competing in eight events, in fi ve provinces and 
over 1,440km of stages, rallying proved to its 
loyal and new legions of supporters just why this 
motorsport is so very popular throughout the 
world.
 That bag of chips mentioned in the fi rst 
paragraph, however, is stale. It was established 
late last week that the Toyota Dealer Gauteng 

Rally, held on 10 – 11 June as round four of 
the season, was deemed null and void by 
Motorsport South Africa (MSA) and the National 
Court of Appeals. Reading and digesting all the 
legalese, it all boils down to this: all results 
and Championship points would thereby not 
be counted. It is important at this moment for 
me to point out that much wrist-slapping was 
meted out to and for poor event management, 
route directors, the MSA, competitors and just 
about anyone within a mud-slinging distance 
of rallying’s inner circle throughout this saga. 
Pointing fi ngers, making judgements or calling 
into question the decisions surrounding this 
fi nding by the National Court of Appeals is not 
the aim of this particular article, but rather 
my aim is to investigate the ramifi cations and 
permutations of this decision.
 Conrad Rautenbach (GreenFuel Ford 
Fiesta S2000), according to this latest ruling, is 
now unoffi cial offi cial 2011 South African Rally 
Champion. I use the phrase unoffi cial offi cial 
as MSA and the Rally Commission have yet to 
announce this offi cially or to release a media 
statement regarding this unprecedented ruling. 
However, Handbrakes & Hairpins’ mathematics 
is not too poor and we have calculated 
that the Drivers’ Champion is Rautenbach. 
Congratulations to you and your hard-working 
team. It is the fi rst title the Zimbabwean rally 
ace has won in South Africa. And, will it be his 
last rally championship?
 The 2011 Co-Drivers’ Championship 

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: Evan Rothman

The state of the rallying in South Africa
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crown remains with Robin Houghton 
(Team Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000), as 
Rautenbach’s co-driver Nicolas Klinger 
competes in South Africa under his 
French competition license and therefore 
does not qualify for Championship points 
here. 
 Mark Cronje (Team Sasol Ford 
Fiesta S2000), who had provisionally 
won the title, is now placed second 
overall in the series. The second biggest 
change to the points standings: Charl 
Wilken (Basil Read/bizhub Ford Fiesta 
S2000) has been demoted from a 
sensational third place on the log to 
sixth overall.
 As has been briefl y mentioned, 
the ramifi cations of last week’s 
judgement are that many within the 
sport will now become disillusioned and 
that this season will be regarded with 
mockery. With the millions of Rands 
spent by the top competitors chasing 
after the now-somewhat-less-coveted 
South African Rally Championship titles, 
a stretch of the imagination is not 
required to understand that results are 
hugely important. It is why everyone 
dons their overalls, slip on their helmets 
and empty out their wallets to inch 
closer to the driver ahead. The rules 
and regulations currently in place have 
created a superb season of rallying, but 
the politicking behind-the-scenes taints 
this image of success to a certain extent.
 Rautenbach and Cronje are 

both worthy winners of the South African 
Rally Championship. They upstaged the 
establishment to bring Volkswagen and 
Toyota to their knees in a Championship 
dominated by these two manufacturers 
for decades. Six of the eight events 
were won by Fords, something that is 
a testament to not only the impressive 
M-Sport-built machines but to their 
pilots too. This journalist has not seen 
so many tired, frustrated and speechless 
factory Volkswagen and Toyota drivers 
as this season, when Rautenbach and 
Cronje managed to magically pull that 
critical tenth of a second per kilometre 
out of the bag when it was most needed 
to win a crucial stage and a rally.
 However, with Rautenbach 
now the season winner, knowing the 
Zimbabwean personally I can vouch 
that he is not enjoying this victory 
as much as he should. He too will be 
sharing in the sadness of Cronje, as 
Rautenbach too would have wanted to 
win the rally title not in courts of appeals 
and enquiries but on the stages. Will 
he compete in the series in 2012 after 
all the political wrangling of 2011? I 
doubt very much. In fact, I would not be 
surprised to see his rally car up for sale 
in the near future…
 Will sponsors and potential 
entrants pull out of the series for 2012? 
Has the integrity of the MSA and the 
Rally Commission been tainted? The 
answers to these are not immediately 

known. As a rally supporter, I sincerely 
hope that sponsors and potential 
entrants for next season’s events will not 
back out; there is still much from which 
to smile about in South African rallying. 
And, this is where I feel that the MSA 
and the Rally Commission should not be 
forced to walk the proverbial gangplank. 
With their hands tied, limited fi nances 
and resources available to them for 
this season of competition, the Rally 
Commission and the MSA put on a great 
production for Joe Soap in the street.
 South African rallying knew 
this judgement hung over the sport 
going into the fi nal event in Polokwane, 
Limpopo. The decision of the National 
Court of Appeals was distributed and 
released to the media on Friday, but a 
media statement from the MSA and the 
Rally Commission was not.
 Sponsors, competitors and 
media invest not only money but also 
their time and energies into producing 
the best products to showcase their 
input into the sport. With a title series 
sponsor lacking in 2011, with two events 
running without the fi nancial support 
from sponsors, it is unlikely that this 
picture of the 2011 rally season can be 
vastly improved for 2012 without the 
support of all in South African rallying. 
Now is the time to band together to lift 
this motorsport back onto the pedestal it 
belongs in South Africa. H&H



More events in the emerging Eastern 
European marketplace, visits to unchartered 
territories plus the inclusion of several 
classics, such as Rallye Sanremo and Tour 
de Corse, are among the highlights of the 
revamped Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
schedule for 2012.
 In addition, ground-breaking SimulCam 
technology – which was pioneered this season 
and allows viewers to watch two cars tackling 
the same section of a stage at the same time – 
will be used in the television coverage from eight 
of the 13 events next year, thereby underlining 
Eurosport’s growing commitment to the all-
action series.
 Starting with the gravel-based Sata 
Rallye Acores in February and concluding 
with the mixed-surface Cyprus Rally in early 
November, the calendar will feature 13 rounds 
with events in Canary Islands, Ireland, Corsica, 
Hungary (Mecsek), Belgium (Ypres), San Marino, 
Romania, Czech Republic (Zlin), Ukraine (Yalta), 
Bulgaria (Sliven) and Italy (Sanremo).
 In total there will be four new rallies 
on next season’s calendar: Donnelly Group 
Circuit of Ireland Rally, Rally San Marino, Sibiu 
Rally Romania and Rally Sliven in Bulgaria. The 
inclusion of newcomers Bulgaria and Romania 
means that along with the existing IRC rounds 
in Czech Republic, Hungary and Ukraine there 
are now fi ve events in the increasingly important 
Eastern European region.
 As well as featuring two more events 
than this year, there is a greater number of 
gravel rounds planned for 2012 with three 
loose-surface qualifi ers, up one from this year, 
plus one mixed-surface event appearing on the 
new list of dates. The extra event on gravel will 
raise the challenge facing crews as well as the 
spectacle for fans watching stage-side or at 
home on television.

 There are nine rounds based purely on 
asphalt, while the Cyprus Rally will be the only 
event to use a combination of gravel and asphalt 
stages.
 The inclusion of the Circuit of Ireland 
Rally will maintain an IRC round in the United 
Kingdom with many of the stages taking place in 
Northern Ireland. The event, which ran for the 
fi rst time in 1931, is one of oldest rallies in the 
world and attracts huge support.
 Francois Ribeiro, Eurosport Events’ 
Motorsport Business Director, said: “We are 
very pleased to have fi nalised the 2012 IRC 
calendar during what is a very exciting time 
for the IRC. With new territories, more gravel 
rallies, the continued inclusion of some of the 
sport’s most iconic events, plus the increased 
use of SimulCam technology in the live television 
broadcasts, IRC season six is set to be a big hit 
with the fans, drivers and teams.
 “With more events in Eastern Europe 
the IRC will also benefi t from new marketing and 
promotional opportunities, not to mention the 
huge numbers of spectators that attend those 
events. The new calendar will create an ideal 
platform for drivers to demonstrate their talents 
and for manufacturers and customer teams to 
showcase their products and services. We can’t 
wait for the action to get underway.”
 
2012 Intercontinental Rally Challenge calendar:
• Rd 1: 23-25 Feb - Rallye Acores
• Rd 2: 15-17 Mar - Rally Islas Canarias
• Rd 3: 6-7 Apr: Circuit of Ireland Rally
• Rd 4: 11-12 May - Tour de Corse
• Rd 5: 2-3 Jun - Canon Mecsek Rallye Hungary
• Rd 6: 21-23 Jun - GEKO Ypres Rally
• Rd 7: 6-7 Jul - Rally San Marino
• Rd 8: 20-22 Jul - Sibiu Rally Romania
• Rd 9: 31 Aug-2 Sep - Barum Czech Rally Zlin
• Rd 10: 15-16 Sep - Prime Yalta Rally Ukraine
• Rd 11: 29-30 Sep - Rally Sliven Bulgaria
• Rd 12: 12-13 Oct - Rallye Sanremo
• Rd 13: 2-3 Nov - Cyprus Rally
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There is now less than a week to go before 
the Croft Circuit in North Yorkshire, United 
Kingdom plays host to one of the world’s 
premier events for historic rally cars – 
the superb Roger Albert Clark Rally – on 
Saturday.
 The R.A.C, named after Seventies’ 
British rallying great Roger Clark, recreates the 
Lombard RAC Rallies of old and a time which 
many believe were rallying’s glory years. For 
tens of thousands of enthusiasts the charismatic 
event has become an annual road trip as they 
follow its route – this year from Friday 2 to 
Monday 5 December – and competitive timed 
stages in North Yorkshire, Northumberland, the 
Borders, Dumfries & Galloway and Cumbria. 
Furthermore, it is traditional for many public to 
stop and wave to the crews as they pass along 
main roads en route to each stage.
 Two of those dramatic stages – along 
with a major service area that will enable the 
fans to get a close-up look at the cars as they 
are worked on – will be held at Croft Circuit, just 
outside Darlington on Saturday.
 The competing cars will start to arrive 
at Croft as drivers and their navigators ‘clock 
in’ to the service area from 15h32. The two 
stages – each a double run of the full Croft race 
track – will commence at 16h10 and then 16h24. 
It means spectators will see the cars pass four 
times with the enticing prospect of two or three 
‘live on stage’ at the same time.
 The 70-strong entry is full of iconic 
Sixties, Seventies and early Eighties models of 

car with Lancia Stratos, Lancia Fulvia, Saab 96, 
Talbot Sunbeam, Opel Ascona, Hillman Avenger, 
Porsche 911s, plus Ford Escort MKIs and MKIIs 
all listed.
 Among the top names are 2010’s and 
2009’s respective winners, Belgium’s Stefaan 
Stouf and Gwyndaf Evans (also a former British 
Rally Champion), plus newly-crowned back-
to-back British Historic Rally Champion David 
Stokes. Also watch for Phil Collins – himself 
another top ex-name from the British Rally 
Championship and co-driven, notably, by Nicky 
Grist who navigated Finland’s Juha Kankkunen 
to the 1993 World Rally Championship title and 
then went on to form a six-year partnership with 
the legendary Colin McRae in the WRC.
 Guy Smith – the winner of the world-
famous Le Mans 24 Hours sportscar race in 
2003 – is also entered as are Tim Pearcey, Tim 
Mason, Steve Perez, Charlie Taylor and Dave 
Hemingway. All are among the UK’s top historic 
rally drivers, while numerous others from the 
North East region are also on the entry list.
 Smith, who these days commutes 
to America to race sportscars, commented: 
“Croft will make for a very exciting addition to 
the R.A.C Rally’s route and it’s great to see it 
included in such a prestigious event – one thing 
I really like about this event is the interaction 
between the drivers and the public. This is also 
the only stage we face on asphalt as all the 
other stages are on gravel tracks in the forests 
so I hope, with my circuit racing background, I 
can put in some quick times. But it’s something 
of a star-studded entry list and getting near 
the top ten times just at Croft will be quite an 
achievement.”

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: Croft Circuit

Historic R.A.C Rally set to rumble
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Should South African motorsport fans be 
in any doubt about the credentials of 39-
year-old Giniel de Villiers as a favourite to 
feature in the 2012 Dakar Rally in South 
America in January, they have only to log on 
to the race’s offi cial website, http://www.
dakar.com, to read the following excerpt 
from a media release posted this week.
 “Alongside Stéphane Peterhansel, Giniel 
de Villiers has been the most consistently high-
performing driver in the Dakar Rally over the 
last ten years. After driving for the Nissan and 
Volkswagen teams, this year he has joined forces 
with Toyota.
 “Behind the scenes of the major teams, 
speculation has already started concerning the 
main contenders’ chances of winning the next 
Dakar Rally. In his accustomed way, Giniel de 
Villiers moves discreetly, but his confi dence and 
experience make him one of the favourites in the 
race to the fi nishing line.
 “Since fi rst competing in the Dakar (in 
2003), the South African driver has only once 
failed to make the top ten and came second last 
year. The withdrawal of the Race Touaregs, which 
got the upper hand in the last three editions, has 
reignited the debate surrounding this category.
 “In this context, the 2009 winner 
jumped on board the ambitious project 
developed by Toyota Motorsport in South Africa, 
which joined forces with South African company 
Hallspeed to provide already highly competitive 

Hilux pickups for De Villiers and four-time South 
African champion Duncan Vos for the Dakar 
2012.
 “’It’s very exciting, as the cars have 
great potential. Toyota really has chosen the best 
time to get involved in the event. We tested the 
cars in Namibia and collected a lot of information 
after the Morocco Rally, which featured a third 
Hilux from the Belgian Overdrive team driven by 
Argentine Orlando Terranova. We are not yet on 
a level with Volkswagen, but are not far off it,’ 
explains De Villiers.
  “Ever cautious, the Imperial Toyota 
team’s new driver has set himself modest 
objectives for the launch of this vehicle: “This 
is a new challenge and a new chapter for me. I 
believe we really have a chance of making it to 
the podium. But you never know what to expect 
with the Dakar.’”

De Villiers’ Dakar Rally record:
2003 - 5th
2004 - 7th
2005 - 4th
2006 - 2nd
2007 - 11th
2008 - event cancelled
2009 - 1st
2010 - 7th
2011 - 2nd
 In addition, the 2001 South African 
off road champion has a number of victories 
in FIA Cross Country World Cup and Dakar 
Series events like the Morocco Rally (three), the 
Transiberico Rally and Rallye dos Sertoes.

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: Motorpics

Giniel de Villiers: Aiming for the podium
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Ford Abu Dhabi World Rally Team’s Jari-
Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila claimed their 
fi rst victory on asphalt this past weekend 
when they won Rallye du Var in France in a 
Fiesta RS WRC. Team-mates for this event 
Ott Tänak/Kuldar Sikk made it a double 
celebration by displaying excellent pace to 
battle back from misfortune to fi nish third 
overall.
 Based in the mountains near the 
picturesque town of Saint-Maxime, close to 
Saint Tropez on the Côte d’Azur, the Rallye 
du Var was the fi nal round of the all-asphalt 
French Rally Championship. It provided Ford’s 
world championship squad with an ideal testing 
opportunity as part of its scheduled development 
programme with the Fiesta RS WRC.
 Latvala set the pace on three of Friday’s 
four speed tests to establish an early lead. The 
26-year-old Finn, winner of the fi nal round of the 
FIA World Rally Championship in Britain earlier 

this month, extended his advantage during 
Saturday’s second leg over Stéphane Sarrazin, 
a previous Rallye du Var winner, to end the day 
with a commanding cushion.
 He took no risks in Sunday’s fi nal leg to 
fi nish 49.1sec clear of Sarrazin, Latvala heading 
Tänak in a dominant Ford Abu Dhabi one-two in 
the fi nal 33.15km speed test.
 “It’s my fi rst-ever victory on asphalt, 
so that’s a good feeling,” said Latvala, after 
delivering Ford its fi rst win on the event since 
1995. “The rally was more diffi cult than I 
expected. The morning stages in the mountains 
were partly damp, but partly dry. I had to read 
the road closely and judge the grip levels, 
because they were constantly changing.
 “Some stages were abrasive and 
demanding, and when the sun shone there were 
many shadows. There was gravel and water on 
the road in the same place at times, which made 
it extremely slippery, and then on the last day 
we had fog as well. All that was missing was 
snow and ice! Congratulations to Ott, too. He 
drove a superb rally,” added Latvala.

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: WorldRallyPics

What do WRC stars do in the winter?

Event Reports
ResultsParc Ferme



 Making his asphalt debut in a 
Fiesta RS WRC, Tänak set competitive 
times throughout, lying third at the 
end of Day One, just 20.4sec adrift of 
Latvala.  However, damage to his right-
front wheel on SS5 and a puncture 8km 
from the end of SS8 cost the Estonian 
almost 90sec and left him fi fth at the 
end of Day Two.
 Undeterred, Tänak mounted a 
stirring fi nal day fi ghtback to overturn a 
35sec defi cit to third place. He set a trio 
of top three times and stunned his rivals 
by winning the treacherous 32.11km 
SS11 by almost seven seconds.
 “The main goal was to gain 
experience,” said 24-year-old Tänak.  
“Being my fi rst time here, it was a 
diffi cult rally, one of the toughest I’ve 
driven. There were many different types 
of road, from smooth to rough, and slow 
to fast. We made a few mistakes on 
Friday and Saturday and weren’t very 
lucky, but on the last day we perfected 
the car set-up and I had a good feeling.  
I really enjoyed the fi nal stages.”
 “The Rallye du Var was a 
valuable testing exercise and the team 
gathered plenty of data,” said Ford Abu 
Dhabi team director Malcolm Wilson. “It 
was a superb effort from Jari-Matti and 
another good confi dence boost for him 
on asphalt. In his fi rst event in the Fiesta 

RS WRC on asphalt, Ott also drove 
brilliantly, and his fi nal day performance 
was fantastic.”
 In an event held in nearby 
Italy, the glamorous Monza Rally Show, 
a battle brewed between the eight-times 
World Rally Champion and multiple 
MotoGP title winner Valentino Rossi and 
Italian rally ace Rinaldo Capello.
 The Monza Rally Show 2011, 
one of Europe’s showcase motorsport 
events, drew another star-studded fi eld. 
Once more, Rossi entered, and this year 
in a new Ford Fiesta RS WRC.
 The motorcycling star fi nished 
just 24.2sec adrift of Loeb. This is the 
Frenchman’s fi nal rally event of his usual 
rally calendar, and his wife Severine 
always sits as co-driver. This year it was 
the same fare, and the pairing showed 
their pace to the Italian fans.
 Also taking part, but sadly not 
featuring in the battle for the overall 
win, was the factory MINI John Cooper 
Works WRC machine of Dani Sordo. The 
Spaniard fi nished fi fth overall on this all-
asphalt encounter, gaining more insight 
into the new rally car. Spectaotors and 
rally pundits were salivating over the 
prospect of a Sordo versus Loeb fi ght, 
but it never did materialise.

Overall Classifi cation:
01) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC - 02h 22m 00.7s
02) S. Sarrazin/J-J. Renucci
       Peugeot 307 WRC + 49.1s
03) O. Tanak/K. Sikk
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 37.9s
04) P. Campana/S. De Castelli
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 01m 45.4s
05) B. Bouffi er/X. Panseri
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 04m 43.3s
06) P. Roche/M. Roche
       Peugeot 307 WRC + 05m 28.3s
07) S. Polo/”Slo”
       Citroën Xsara WRC + 05h 29.2s
08) J. Maurin/O. Ural
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 07m 46.6s
09) L. Gal/G. De Turckheim
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 07m 59.7s
10) E. Guigou/B. Boulloud
       Renault Megane RS N4 + 10m 01.6s
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Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/S. Loeb
       Citroën DS3 WRC - 01h 16m 52.1s
02) R. Valentino/C. Cassina
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 24.2s
03) R. Capello/L. Pirollo
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 52.7s
04) A. Perico/P. Bellina
       Citroën C4 WRC + 01m 08.4s
05) D. Sordo/C. Del Barrio
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 01m 28.3s
06) F. Re/M. Bariani
       Citroën C4 WRC + 01m 48.2s
07) R. Brivio/D. Brivio
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 49.0s
08) P. Longhi/L. Cassol
       MINI John Coopers Works WRC + 01m 50.2s
09) T. Cavallini/A. Nicoli
       Citroën Xsara WRC + 02m 15.7s
10) P. Uzzeni/D. Fappani
       Subaru Impreza WRC + 02h 29.6s



“Crazy” Leo Urlichich and co-driver Martin 
Brady beat a record-breaking number 
of entries at the 2011 Rally of the Tall 
Pines, their fi rst win at a Canadian Rally 
Championship event. Competition was 
extremely strong, with main CRC rivals 
Pat Richard and Antoine L’Estage as well 
as 2011 Rally America champions David 
Higgins and co-driver Craig Drew, on hand 
for their fi rst ever Rally of the Tall Pines.
 “Wow, this is incredible,” said Urlichich, 
who literally jumped around on the podium in 
excitement. “All season the whole team has been 
working hard to get to this point, and so this win 
really proves how much the team has put into 
the effort.”
 With the Canadian Rally Championship 
already decided in favour of L’Estage and co-
driver Nathalie Richard, no teams had to hold 
back for the sake of strategy, and right from the 
fi rst stage, each team was attacking.
 L’Estage won the fi rst four stages, 
taking control of the event, until disaster struck 
at the end of SS5. The transmission in their car 

shattered with large pieces of the casing falling 
off.
 “Well, it’s too bad. We were leading 
the rally, and had a good lead, but it’s ok,” 
said L’Estage. “The important thing is we are 
Canadian Rally Champions.”
 Pat Richard and Alan Ockwell of 
Subaru Rally Team Canada took over the lead, 
with David Higgins and Craig Drew taking over 
second place. Both teams would go on to suffer 
punctures, dropping down the order and handing 
Urlichich the lead.  Richard and Ockwell would 
later suffer transmission failures and retire from 
the event.
 “This was a really tough event, probably 
the hardest I’ve done in my entire career,” 
said Higgins, who went on to fi nish second. 
“Primarily, we came here to test the car, but 
when you’re a competitive person, you want to 
push for the win.”
 Third place went to Bruno Carre and 
Yvan Joyal. The two were deperately trying 
to hang on to their podium position, with an 
overheating car threatening to end their event. 
With a large margin over fourth placed Ugo 
Desgreniers and Erik Kirby, Carre was able to 
make his car last to the fi nish.

Words: CRC Media
Pictures: Andrew Harvey Photography

“Crazy” Leo wins Rally of the Tall Pines
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 “The car started overheating 
with about fi ve stages left,” said Carre. 
“We had to stop at lakes to get water to 
fi ll up the rad. It’s been a diffi cult end to 
the rally, so we’re very happy and lucky 
to be on the podium.”
 In two-wheel drive, the entry 
was equally impressive. Series regulars 
Jan and Jody Zedril faced off against 
local talent Peter Kocandrle and co-driver 
Alex Kihurani, as well as Simon Dube 
and Pat Lavigne. 2011 Rally American 
2WD Champions Wyatt Knox and co-
driver Ole Holter entered in a Ford Fiesta 
R2, while 2009 RA 2WD Champ Dillon 
Van Way and co-driver Jake Blattner 
were also on hand in a Fiesta.
 Just as it did in all wheel drive, 
attrition took a toll on the 2WD cars as 
well. Kocandrle set fast stage times but 
struggled with half shaft problems that 
eventually ended his rally. The Zedrils 
also retired from the event, and Van 
Way retired with a broken half shaft, the 
rough conditions especially hard on the 
2WD cars.
 Dube and Knox traded stage 
times and the class lead, and heading 
into the fi nal stage, Dube and Lavigne 
had a lead of just over one minute, 30 

seconds. However, on the fi nal stage, 
Egan Creek, Dube had an electrical fault 
that cut the engine, costing the team six 
minutes and handing the lead to Knox 
and Holter.
 “This was my fi rst time at this 
rally, and my fi rst time driving the R2,” 
said Knox. “It was a really hard event. 
In the US, we do the same distance, but 
split over two days, so this really was a 
marathon. We had a great battle with 
Dube, and it worked out for us, but we’ll 
see what happens next time.”
 “It’s been an incredible event,” 
said organiser Ian Wright. “The record 
entry isn’t just about volume, but of 
quality, with some really talented teams 
competing. Everything went really well, 
and we’re happy to introduce Canadian 
rally to all the fi rst time teams and fans 
who came out in person or watched at 
home.”
 Production company TV2Go 
offered fans a home a unique 
opportunity with a precedent setting 
high defi nition live stream to web. Three 
live shows covered the ceremonial start 
and fi rst stage, a mid day service and 
the podium fi nish. Those who wish to 
watch the shows on demand can do so 

on http://www.fl atovercrest.com.
 The 2012 Canadian Rally 
Championship season is only a few short 
months away. Kicking off with the Rallye 
Perce Neige in Maniwaki, QC teams will 
take on the classic winter rally February 
4-5, 2012. Massive snowbanks offer both 
help in staying on the road, and a threat 
in their ability to pull a car off the road. 
Icy conditions require a special talent 
as studded tires are not permitted. The 
Rallye Perce Neige is perhaps Canada’s 
most remote rally with very long and 
challenging stages.       

Overall Classifi cation:
01) L. Urlichich/M. Brady – 01h 59m 04.8s
02) D. Higgins/C. Drew – 01h 59m 36.7s
03) B. Carre/Y. Joyal – 02h 07m 51.7s
04) U. Desgrenniers/E. Kirby – 02h 12m 25.7s
05) S. Hobbs/J-M. Tremblay – 02h 13m 19.7s
06) S. Losier/B. Maxwell – 02h 16m 24.0s
07) N. Mathew/K. Matthew – 02h 17m 59.1s
08) M. Laframboise/D. Hopkins – 02h 20m 04.8s
09) W. Knox/O. Holter – 02h 20m 19.7s
10) R. Huber/J. Vanos – 02h 21m 16.1s
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Now that the 2011 World Rally 
Championship has come to an exciting 
end, and the sport has rewarded its most 
successful sons, Handbrakes & Hairpins 
looks back on the season to the most 
critical moments.
 The second installment in our project 
for the coming months is a look back at the 
WRC Rally de Espana and the WRC Rallye de 

France, and we will continue to work backwards 
through the year to bring you the passion and 
the glory that is rallying at world competition 
level as captured through the camera lenses of 
the world’s most respected and admired sports 
photographers.

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Citroën Racing, WorldRallyPics

REARVIEW: Tarmac Toughies
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