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The start of Neste Oil Rally Finland 
might be more than nine months 
away but that hasn’t stopped Ken 
Block counting the days to the high-
speed gravel spectacular, round 
eight of next year’s WRC, reported 
http://www.wrc.com.
 WRC point-scorer Block, who 
has become an internet sensation 
through his Gymkhana driving videos, 
has never tackled the Jyvaskyla-based 
event before. Although the American has 
yet to fi nalise is WRC schedule for 2012, 
he wants to include the Finnish event on 
his list of dates.
 “I’m able to do Finland next 
year because they’ve moved the date 
of X Games so I’m very excited about 
that,” Block told Wrc.com. “It’s going 
to be a tough one but I’ll go there with 
caution. It’s one of the hearts of rallying 
and it will be exciting to go there and 
race on those roads.”
 Neste Oil Rally Finland takes 
place from 02 - 05 August 2012.
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Block will be in 
Finland in 2012
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Two seasons in the WRC, and Kimi 
Raikkonen has decided to return to 
Formula One in 2012.
 The Finn contested a full WRC 
campaign in 2010 driving a Junior Team 
Citroën-run C4 WRC. His best result was 
fi fth in Turkey. This year saw Raikkonen 
put together his own team, ICE1 Racing, 
driving a Citroën DS3 WRC. Despite 
obtaining two sixth places (in Jordan 
and Germany), he withdrew from Rally 
Australia and was consequently excluded 
from the championship. His last two 
appearances ended in retirement. 
 Raikkonen’s WRC record makes 
for interesting reading: with seven 
retirements, one fi fth place and one 
stage win to his name from 21 starts. 
 There is little probability of 
his becoming motorsport’s fi rst double 
F1/WRC world champion now. After 
discussions with Williams, the Finn 
has fi nally signed a two-year deal 
with Lotus-Renault GP, standing in for 
Poland’s Robert Kubica who sustained 
injury while rallying. The irony...

Words: Staff Writer

Kimi moves 
back to F1

H&H

H&H

Thierry Neuville has won the 
prestigious Colin McRae IRC Flat 
Out Trophy Driver of the Year for 
2011.
 The award, won for the fi rst 
time in 2010 by Peugeot UK’s Kris 
Meeke, goes to the driver whose 
performance during the course of the 
season best embodied the spirit of the 
rallying legend. 
 Colin’s father Jimmy McRae 
(pictured left with Neuville), who formed 
part of the judging panel along with 
IRC Motorsport Development Manager 
Jean-Pierre Nicolas and Gilbert Roy, 
Eurosport Events’ Director of Editorial 
and Programme Development, was in 
attendance to hand over the coveted 
award to Neuville, who won two IRC 
rounds in 2011 for Team Peugeot 
Belgium-Luxembourg.
 “If it was necessary to go fl at 
out then Colin was the best example,” 
said Neuville. “He did it a few more 
times as us and while I don’t want to 
crash as many times as him of course I 
want to get his speed and, if necessary, 
go fl at out on the last stage. We did it a 
few times this year and always it went 
in a good direction so we a very pleased 
for this.”
 Neuville, 23, was co-driven to 
fi fth position in the fi nal IRC drivers’ 
standings by fellow Belgian Nicolas 
Gilsoul. Between them they claimed 
victories in Corsica and Sanremo, 
fi nished second in Hungary and third in 
Canarias. They led fi ve rounds in total 
and Neuville received the Colin McRae 
IRC Flat Out Trophy for his individual 
performances in Canarias, Corscia and 
Hungary. They also won the end-of-
season Cyprus Golden Stage Rally.
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Last weekend saw the successful 
debut of the all-new Ford Fiesta 
MS1 as, piloted by the 2010 FST 
International Shootout winner 
Stephen Barker, Ford and M-Sport’s 
latest global rally car assumed 
the role of Course Car on the 
Coppermines Grizedale Stages Rally 
in South Cumbria.
 Based in the Grizedale Forest, 
the 64km-long event also marked 
Barker’s competitive debut on British 
soil. Partnered by fellow M-Sport 
employee, Richard Millener, the duo 
successfully navigated the tricky stages 
to secure an unoffi cial time which would 
have placed them inside the top 15 as 
the fourth 2WD car overall – a huge 
achievement for Barker and the MS1 
alike.
 Following hot on the heels of 
the highly successful Ford Fiesta R2, the 
MS1 is aimed at those drivers who are 
just starting out on their rallying career; 
offering individuals an introduction to 
rallying at an affordable level.
 Homologated to R1 
specifi cation, the basic conversion kit 
offers all the same personal safety and 
underbody protection as the Fiesta 
R2, but with standard engine and 
transmission components to comply with 
International R1 regulations. The various 
MS1 kits on offer provide competitors 
with the option of upgrading their Fiesta, 
piece by piece, adding performance 
enhancements as local regulations allow, 
so as to eventually graduate to the 
Fiesta R2.
 The latest in a long line of 
rally cars produced as a result of the 
successful partnership between Ford and 
M-Sport, the MS1 has been developed 
with all the same expertise which 
launched the record-breaking Ford Focus 
RS WRC, the Ford Fiesta GpN ST, the 
Ford Fiesta R2 and S2000 and, more 

Words: Staff Writer

Fiesta MS1 and 
Stephen Barker

recently, the ground-braking Ford Fiesta 
RRC and RS WRC.
 In turn, the arrival of the 
MS1 means that together, Ford and 
M-Sport can offer a complete ‘Ladder of 
Opportunity’ through which competitors 
might graduate from national level right 
through to the top epsilons of the World 
Rally Championship. H&H
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The World Rally Championship (WRC) is 
a Championship and series running under 
regulations from the FIA. The media, 
television and marketing is controlled and 
owned by North One Sport, which in turn is 
owned by Convers Sports Initiatives (CSI).
 Over the past two weeks, CSI has 
seen a number of its concerns suffer as a result 
of fi nancial regulations. Apart from managing 
the WRC, CSI also owns Portsmouth Football 
Club, and both these concerns are now under 
pressure as CSI’s boss Vladimir Antonov is 
under investigation. At the end of November, in 
fact, he was arrested for his involvement in an 
international banking saga.
 Here is a media statement from North 
One Sport on http://www.wrc.com:
“In response to yesterday’s announcement that 
parent company Convers Sports Initiatives (CSI), 
has been placed into administration, North One 
Sport would like to categorically confi rm that the 
business is a stand-alone subsidiary and that it is 
not in administration.
 “The priority is to ensure that North One 
Sport continues to successfully promote the WRC 
to fans, stakeholders and partners.
 “Following a spectacular 2011 season 

we look forward to an exciting 2012 Calendar 
starting with the return of the iconic Rallye 
Automobile Monte Carlo in January.”
 Here is a media statement from 
Peter Kubik, a partner at UHY Hacker Young 
accountants who have been appointed as 
Administrators, that confi rms that the above 
statement from North One Sport might be 
slightly incorrect: “On the 25th of November 
2011 my partner at UHY Hacker Young Andrew 
Andronikou and I were appointed as Joint 
Administrators to Convers Sports Initiative plc 
(CSI).
 “CSI own a number of sports teams, 
media franchises and entertainment rights 
businesses.
 “We were appointed as Administrators 
after uncertainty arose over the future of CSI. 
CSI has a number of sports related assets and 
we are very confi dent of fi nding interested 
buyers for these subsidiaries. Our aim is to 
ensure that the sale process is as smooth as it 
possibly can be.
 “We will now be undertaking a period 
of due diligence at CSI and once that has been 
completed we will be in a better position to 
answer questions.”
 The FIA is said to be monitoring the 
situation. The ramifi cations of this situation are 
enormous...
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Zimbabwe’s Conrad Rautenbach has 
been declared the 2011 South African 
Rally Champion following the ruling of a 
Motorsport South Africa National Court of 
Appeal that the results of the fourth round 
of the championship be declared null and 
void.
 The complete fi ndings of the National 
Court of Appeal are available on the MSA 
website, http://www.motorsport.co.za.
 With the results of the Toyota Gauteng 
Dealer Rally on June 10 and 11 erased from 

the records, Rautenbach won the drivers’ 
championship with a total of 127 points.  He and 
his French co-driver Nicolas Klinger won three 
of the seven events that counted in their Super 
2000 Green Fuel-backed Ford Fiesta and fi nished 
on the podium four times.
 Mark Cronje was second in the drivers’ 
championship with 112 points after winning two 
events and fi nishing on the podium three times 
with co-driver Robin Houghton in an S2000 Sasol 
Ford Fiesta.
 Third place went to Johnny Gemmell in 
an S2000 Team Castrol Toyota Auris with 105 
points.  He and Scottish co-driver Drew Sturrock 
scored three second places and a third in the 
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seven rounds.
 Fourth was defending champion 
Enzo Kuun (BP Volkswagen Polo) with 97 
points and fi fth was Gemmell’s team-
mate and S2000 rookie Leeroy Poulter 
with 89 points.
 Poulter, in only his second 
year in rallying, scored two wins and 
heads the MSA national rally seedings (a 
ranking system based on timed special 
stage performance throughout the year) 
from Cronje, Gemmell, Charl Wilken 
(Ford Fiesta) and Rautenbach.
 Klinger was not eligible to score 
championship points as he competed 
with a French licence, so the co-drivers’ 
championship went to Houghton with 
115 points.  Sturrock was second with 

109 points and third with 105 points was 
defending champion Guy Hodgson, who 
was co-driver for 2010 drivers’ champion 
Enzo Kuun in an S2000 BP Volkswagen 
Polo.
 Winners of the Two Wheel Drive 
Championship for cars competing in the 
Super 1600 and Super 1400 classes 
were brother and sister Christoff and 
Celeste Snyders (S1600 Sabertek VW 
Polo), ahead of former champion Craig 
Trott and Robbie Coetzee (S1600 Team 
Total Toyota RunX).  Guy Botterill (S1600 
Yato Tools Toyota RunX) was third in the 
drivers’ championship and Hilton Auffray 
took the fi nal podium position in the co-
drivers’ competition.

Class winners were:
S2000 – Rautenbach/Klinger; S1600 
– Snyders/Snyders; S1400 – Megan 
Verlaque (BP VW Polo) driver and Pierre 
Jordaan who sits alongside Henk Lategan 
(co-drivers).
 Toyota won the manufacturers’ 
championship for the 14th year in a row 
with 793 points followed by Volkswagen 
705 and Ford 672.

• Conrad Rautenbach and Nicolas 
Klinger also clinched the FIA African 
Rally Championship 2011 - an amazing 
achievement! Well done to all at 
GreenFuel Ford Fiesta Rally Team! H&H



The FIA has confi rmed that two tyre 
manufacturers have been chosen to provide 
tyres for the 2012 WRC, reported
http://www.bestofrallylive.com.
 As was already the case this season, 
Michelin and DMack (who sponsored Ott Tanak 
in a Ford Fiesta RS WRC in the season-ending 
WRC Wales Rally GB) will provide all the cars 
competing in the WRC, with the exception of 
four-wheel drive Group N cars and two-wheel 
drive cars in the hands of non-priority drivers 
who will be able to run the tyre brand of their 
choice.
 As expected, the maximum number of 
tyres available to Priority 1, 2 and 3 drivers for 
each round has been lowered from 48 to 35 for 
next year’s series, while a maximum of seven 
tyre change opportunities will be allowed. Tyre 
quotas are poised to come down further – by 
between 15 and 20 percent – in 2013 and 2014. 
This means that manufacturers will need to 
work on the longevity of their tyres, and this 
is effectively the case for Michelin which has 
already started testing on a variety of surfaces in 
preparation for the 2012 campaign.
 Also, in the 2012 World Rally 

Championship will be sponsored by the 
telecommunications giant Nokia.
 For the fi rst time since its creation, the 
WRC is to have a title sponsor and, in 2012, it 
will be known as the ‘WRC presented by Nokia’.
 In the USA, many of the main 
championships have been associated with a 
brand name for some 40 years, including series 
like NASCAR being backed by the R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Company from 1972, as well as the 
Winston Cup Series, the Nextel Cup Series, etc.
Until now, only certain rounds of the WRC 
have incorporated their sponsor’s names in 
their appellation, such as the Vodafone Rally 
de Portugal and the Neste Oil Rally Finland. In 
2012, the entire Championship will have its own 
offi cial backer.
 Nokia is a multi-national company 
based in Espoo, near Helsinki, Finland, and 
employs a staff of 130,000. It is the world’s 
largest manufacturer of mobile phones and, in 
2011, joined forces with Microsoft to equip its 
smartphones with Windows 7. The new range 
is due to reach the market in 2012. The current 
partners of the World Rally Championship are 
Abu Dhabi, Delphi (automobile parts), Edox 
(Swiss watches), FxPro (Forex on-line trading), 
Nokia and Michelin.
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The various Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge award winners were honoured 
in Paris last Thursday at the annual IRC 
Awards Ceremony.
 IRC drivers’ champion Andreas 
Mikkelsen was among several star performers 
from IRC season fi ve in attendance in the French 
capital to collect their silverware in front of 200 
guests gathered at Salons de la Maison des Arts 
et Metiers.
 William De Braekeleer received the 
IRC 2WD Cup manufacturers’ trophy for Honda, 
while Michal Hrabanek picked up the overall IRC 
manufacturers’ award on behalf of SKODA for a 
second year in succession.
 Toshi Arai fl ew in from Japan to collect 
the inaugural IRC Production Cup. Jean-Michel 
Raoux received was presented with the IRC 2WD 
Cup.
 Event promoters from the 11 rounds 

that made up the 2011 IRC were recognised 
for their efforts, while the IRC’s tyre partners 
Michelin and Yokohama were also honoured.
 The prestigious Colin McRae IRC Flat 
Out Trophy Driver of the Year was presented 
to emerging talent Thierry Neuville after the 
Team Peugeot Belgium-Luxembourg rising star 
produced several standout performances in 
2011.
 Upon receiving his trophy from Laurent-
Eric Le Lay, Chairman and CEO of Eurosport, 
SKODA UK Motorsport driver Mikkelsen, a 22-
year-old from Norway, said: “We had lots of big 
fi ghts because the level of the IRC is so strong 
with such big competition. We had some luck but 
sometimes you need some luck. We got it all and 
we came out from Cyprus as the champions and 
I’m so happy.”
 An extended version of this press 
release, which includes the list of IRC award 
winners for 2011, can be found in the media 
section of http://www.rally-irc.com.

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: IRC Series

Prizes, trophies and winners

H&H



Issue 212 • 05 December 2011 • Page 10

WRC stalwart and Argentine rally ace 
Federico Villagra has claimed his tenth 
Argentine Rally Championship last weekend 
to become only the second driver with the 
most titles within this national series and 
the fi rst to claim a title in the new Maxi 
Rally era.
 After a decade competing with a 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evos, Villagra changed to Ford 
to develop a Fiesta Maxi Rally spec with which he 
clinched the Argentine rally title once more.
 This year the “Coyote” grabbed six 
victories and started the tenth and penultimate 
round of the 2011 series with such a 
comfortable margin that enabled him to seal the 
Championship in the fi rst leg of the Rally Pagos 
del Tuyú by just fi nishing ahead of his team-mate 
and title contender Juan Marchetto (Ford Fiesta).
 However, victory is always the main 
objective. Villagra wanted to celebrate his new 
tittle with his 51st rally win from 112 start. 
The win of the rally went to Paraguayan driver 
Diego Domínguez (KIA) who topped the overall 
standings after a tight and incredible rally battle 
with the “Coyote.”
 Miguel Baldoni (Volkswagen Gol) led the 
rally after the fi rst six stages on Saturday with 
a margin of 2.8sec over Domínguez and 7.9sec 
over Marcos Ligato (Chevrolet). Villagra came in 
fourth position 13.1sec behind the leader.
 After the fi rst loop of stages on Sunday 
morning, Ligato lost contact with the leaders 

while Villagra closed the gap to arrive at the 
Service Park only 5.4sec behind Baldoni and 
Domínguez.
 It was expected that the three fi ght 
for the victory to the end, but after the fi rst 
repeated stage in the afternoon loop Baldoni 
rolled his car after he hit a stick when entering a 
chicane and was forced into retirement.
 Domínguez took the lead but he was to 
only enjoy it for for a short while as the Baratec 
driver was driving with no power steering on his 
KIA Rio Maxi Rally car. Villagra was 6.7sec faster 
in the next stage and came to the fi nal 8km-long 
stage with a 4.4sec gap over the Paraguayan 
Dominguez.
 A problem with the handbrake in 
the fi nal stage saw Villagra lose 6.1sec to 
Dominguez, and Dominguez too suffered ill luck 
but managed to hang onto the rally win with a 
margin of just 1.7sec over Villagra.

Words: Staff Writer
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Sébastien Ogier delivered a thrilling 
performance to eclipse 15 fellow superstars 
of motorsport to win the Race Of Champions 
on a packed afternoon of competition at 
Düsseldorf’s ESPRIT arena.
 Ogier, who took fi ve wins in this year’s 
World Rally Championship, overcame Le Mans 
legend Tom Kristensen in the best-of-three 
Grand Final on the ROC parallel track to earn the 
title of Champion of Champions at his very fi rst 
attempt.
 “I’m so happy,” said Ogier. “It was a 
very nice weekend and it was already great to 
be in the fi nal at my fi rst time. There are a lot 
of cars to learn here and the track as well. But 
I didn’t do too badly and I pushed hard all the 
way. Tom is a really good driver but to win this 
race is amazing.”
 Following Team Germany’s win last 
night in the ROC Nations Cup, the Race Of 
Champions pitted 16 of the biggest names in 
motorsport against each other in head-to-head 
combat in a variety of different cars.
 Kristensen reached the Grand Final with 
a stunning victory over seven-time F1 world 
champion Michael Schumacher by less than two 
hundredths of a second. Ogier prevailed over 
DTM champion Martin Tomczyk in the other 
semi-fi nal.
 “Sébastien is a very deserved winner,” 
said Kristensen. “He had the edge on cold tyres, 
especially in the ROC car. But beating both 
Sebastian Vettel and Michael Schumacher was a 
really big achievement for me today, particularly 
in Germany. It’s almost better than Christmas!”
An epic quarter-fi nal clash saw Schumacher 
face Vettel, his team-mate from last night’s 
ROC Nations Cup victory. In a reverse of the 
result from their meeting at this stage of 
the competition last year, reigning F1 world 
champion Vettel was knocked out by his fellow 
countryman.
 In the other quarter-fi nals it was bad 
news for Britons as Andy Priaulx was beaten by 

Ogier, David Coulthard succumbed to Tomczyk 
and Jenson Button was defeated by last night’s 
ROC Nations Cup fi nalist Kristensen.
 The action began with a bang in the 
round-robin group stage, which featured four 
groups of four drivers battling for the right to 
line up in the knockout stages.
 There was an early shock in Group A 
as last year’s Champion of Champions Filipe 
Albuquerque went out without taking a single 
win – though he had a car failure to blame in the 
fi rst heat. Instead it was Priaulx who dominated 
the standings with three wins out of three, ahead 
of Coulthard, who also progressed with two wins, 
and Travis Pastrana who was eliminated with his 
single win.
 Group B held similar bad news for 
three-time ROC Champion of Champions Mattias 
Ekström, who was edged out of the running with 
just one win out of three – along with IRC rally 
ace Jan Kopecký. The Czech driver beat Ogier 
in the Skoda rally car but Ogier nonetheless 
progressed alongside Tomczyk with two wins 
each.
 Schumacher and Button both 
progressed comfortably from Group C, with the 
German coming out on top in their third race of 
the weekend in the World Touring Racecar. Last 
night’s ROC Nations Cup fi nalist Juho Hänninen 
was knocked out with just one win this time 
around, over action sports star Brian Deegan.
 Group D was always looking like the 
hardest quartet to call, and so it proved. Vitaly 
Petrov was eliminated but in the end Vettel, 
Kristensen and Romain Grosjean all took two 
wins apiece. It came down to a showdown on 
the best lap times in the Skoda rally car – and 
Grosjean missed out on the knockout stages by 
just half a second.
 To kick off the day Formula 1 racer 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen did bring home some 
glory for Germany as he defeated race and 
rally veteran Marc Duez in the fi nal of the ROC 
Legends Cup. Rally legend Stig Blomqvist and 
former racer Hans-Joachim Stuck were knocked 
out in the group stages.
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Now that the 2011 World Rally 
Championship has come to an exciting 
end, and the sport has rewarded its most 
successful sons, Handbrakes & Hairpins 
looks back on the season to the most 
critical moments.
 This the third installment in our project 
for the coming months is a look back at the 
WRC Rally Australia, and we will continue to 

work backwards through the year to bring you 
the passion and the glory that is rallying at 
world competition level as captured through the 
camera lenses of the world’s most respected and 
admired sports photographers.
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