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Sata Rallye Acores bosses are 
working on plans to introduce a 
street stage for the opening round 
of the 2012 Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC).
 The Atlantic archipelago will 
host the fi rst rally of the 13-round IRC 
season from 23-25 February and event 
bosses are keen to make a big impact.
 “Maybe we will have a new 
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At 2011 Dunlop Motorsport Ireland 
Champions of Irish Motorsport 
Awards in Dublin last week, Craig 
Breen rounded off an incredible 
season when he was named the 
Motorsport Ireland, International 
Driver of the Year. 
 Breen was presented with the 
Manley Memorial Trophy by Shelagh 
Manley. The Award was extra special to 
Craig as the winner is nominated by the 
Irish Motorsport Press.
 Breen said, “To win this award 
caps what has been an unbelievable 
year. This award means a lot to me as, 
number one: the winner is chosen by 
the Irish Motorsport Press, and number 
two: my greatest hero in rallying, Frank 
Meagher was a former winner. To follow 
his footsteps is a great achievement. 
It has been another tough season, but 
the rewards have come from hard work, 
dedication and a great team that I’ve 
around me. Winning the WRC Academy 
Championship on Rally GB is something 
that I will remember for a long time. 
Next year I will take the next step in my 
WRC career by moving up to SWRC, I’m 
already working on my schedule.”

Words: Staff Writer
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The United States Rally 
Championship (USRC) announced 
the following Calendar for the 2012 
season:
• Rally New York USA, 21 - 22 April
• Idaho Rally, 9 - 10 June
• Gorman Ridge Rally, 25 August
• Rally Delaware, 24 - 25 August
• Prescott Rally, 5 - 6 October
• Int’l Rally New York, 20 - 21 October
 
The USRC consists of a combination 
of two tarmac rallies and four gravel 
rallies. Events of the USRC allow for 
two-pass reconnaissance and pace 
notes. The combination of tarmac events 
and gravel events, full reconnaissance 
and pace notes make the USRC unique 
in North America as no other series in 
North America encompasses all these 
features. There are no other tarmac 
National Championship rallies on the 
calendar in North America.
 The USRC will continue taking 
bold steps to make national competition 
more affordable and accessible to a 
larger number of rally teams. 131 
drivers and co-drivers participated in the 
2011 season.
 The Championship structure 
minimizes or, for many teams, 
eliminates the need for repeated cross-
country travel during the Championship 
season by providing competition on 
each side of the country. The fi nal round 
of the Championship at the end of the 
year counts both in the Atlantic Division 
and the Pacifi c Division and together 
with the results from all previous 
rounds decides the top spots in the 
Championship.
 As in the previous season, any 
team either from the Atlantic Division 
or from the Pacifi c Division will receive 
a free entry when competing in any 
championship event outside its home 
division. More information on the United 

Words: USRC Media

2012 USRC 
calendar plans

Bryan Bouffi er has vowed to put the 
disappointment of missing out on 
the Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
title decider in Cyprus last month 
behind him by confi rming that he 
wants to contest the series again in 
2012.
 Bouffi er, whose victory on 
Rallye Monte-Carlo for Peugeot France 
helped him to sixth place in the fi nal 
IRC drivers’ classifi cation this season, 
completed his 10-event programme on 
the penultimate round in Scotland and 
was therefore unable to compete on the 
Mediterranean island.
 “I have a lot of plans for next 
season but whether I will be able to 
reach them I don’t know,” said Bouffi er. 
“But I will be pushing for the IRC again 
and I hope I can fi nd a solution.”

Words: IRC Series

Bouffi er wants 
more IRC in ‘12
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States Rally Championship is available 
at http://www.usrallychampionship.com.

circuit in the town [of Porta Delgada],” 
said Francisco Rosa Coelho, president of 
the event organiser Grupo Desportivo 
Comercial. “We are trying to do that to 
be different because it’s an honour to 
open the IRC and we want the success 
of our event to be the success of the 
IRC.”
 Sata Rallye Acores has formed 
part of the IRC schedule for the last 
three seasons. Previous winners include 
Kris Meeke, Bruno Magalhaes and Juho 
Hanninen.
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Last week the World Motor Sport Council 
discussed the recent developments the 
World Rally Championship’s promoter, 
North One Sport, and its parent company, 
CSI, which has gone into administration. 
The FIA is committed to ensuring the 
long-term commercial future of the 
Championship and will make every 
endeavour to provide for its future stability. 
The FIA is working on an immediate plan to 
ensure the fundamental sporting and safety 
elements will be in place for the start of the 
2012 season.
 As a consequence, it was also agreed 
that the registration date for the 2012 FIA World 
Rally Championship for Manufacturers be put 

back to 19 December.
 The WMSC agreed that, for safety 
reasons, a total of ten tyres of a different 
compound may be used in place of the 
nominated compound, when specifi ed as an 
option in the Supplementary Regulations of an 
event. The total quantity of tyres to be used 
during an event will however not change.
 Furthermore, the date for the 2012 
Rally de España has been changed to 8 - 11 
November.
 From 2013, R4T cars will be eligible in 
the FIA Regional Rally Championships. This new 
category of four-wheel-drive cars is designed 
to be cost-effective and more affordable for 
competitors. The acceptance of different 
category cars within the FIA World and Regional 
Rally Championships will be confi rmed during 
2012.

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: WorldRallyPics
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I will stick to my theory that rally drivers 
are the best competition drivers in the 
world. Sebastien Loeb, who needs no 
introduction, is the world’s most successful 
motorsport star in history. Plus, he is also 
very quick in a Le Mans Series racer and 
Formula One car. To boot, he can also lap a 
racing motorcycle pretty quickly too.

 Not only him, but also Stephane 
Sarrazzin and Carlos Sainz on the international 
stage. In South Africa, Serge Damseaux, Mark 
Cronje and Leeroy Poulter are all proven circuit 
racing aces too, and the latest to add his name 
to this list is Jon Williams.
 A Team Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000 driver 
in the South African Rally Championship, and 
2009 Pirelli Star Driver Academy winner, Williams 
has this year participated in two circuit races in 
for Team Sasol in a Subaru Impreza WRX STi.

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Evan Rothman
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 The latest of his performances 
was sharing a drive in a two-hour 
endurance race around the tight and 
tricky Zwartkops Raceway, outside of 
Pretoria, Gauteng.
 Against competitors who’ve 
raced all season long in their cars, 
up against machinery more powerful 
and suited to the technical race track, 
Williams and his team-mate Richard 
Pinard (the team’s regular driver) set the 
cat among the proverbial pigeons when 
they blasted to a podium result.
 Once the sun had set, once 

the brakes were beyond faded and the 
energy levels were sapped from the 
day’s efforts, Williams lapped the Subaru 
to within the top three times of the race 
to prove my theory.
 Sideways, aggressive and on 
the limit, it was a spectacle to witness 
the versatility of this rally ace on 
the circuit; and the racers were both 
surprised and stunned when he came 
whizzing past them...
 The 2011 South African Rally 
Championship was not the easiest 
of seasons for the Cape Town-based 

youngster, but fi ne performances 
and consistent top ten stage times to 
fi nish the season fi fth overall in the 
Championship standings.
 What will 2012 bring for Jon? 
Stage wins and podium fi nishes, thinks 
this journalist. Perhaps more circuit 
races too, but for rallying’s sake we hope 
you stick to the mud and dirt! H&H



Conrad Rautenbach (Green Fuel Ford Fiesta 
S2000) has been declared the 2011 FIA 
African Rally Champion as well as South 
African Drivers’ Rally Champion as stated in 
last week’s issue of this eMagazine. Sitting 
alongside the young Zimbabwean was 
French co-driver Nicloas Klinger.
 “I’m ecstatic and relieved it is over after 
such a protracted timeframe,” said Rautenbach 
after being declared the South African Rally 
Drivers’ Champion after a months-long legal 
battle. “Some people may think I protested 
because I ended second in the provisional 
championship standings, but conveniently 
forget I put in a protest against the shortcutting 
immediately after the fi rst day of the rally in 

June.”
 The Green Fuel Ford team tackled the 
two championships simultaneously this season, 
a mammoth task for the small, dedicated band 
of technicians. “It’s quite incredible for a small 
privateer team from Zimbabwe to take on – and 
beat – the factory teams on their own turf,” said 
Rautenbach. “We have worked incredibly hard 
all year and the double championships are just 
reward for all the effort our close-knit team has 
put in. The level of competition has been of the 
highest standard especially in South Africa and 
the rallies have never been so close with so 
many different drivers having a real chance of 
victory. I would like to thank all the organisers, 
marshals and journalists, but especially my 
sponsor Green Fuel and M-Sport for building 
such a fantastic car.”
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Castrol Team Toyota’s Leeroy Poulter tops 
the offi cial Motorsport South Africa (MSA) 
seeding list for drivers competing in the 
South African Rally Championship. Factory 
team-mate Johnny Gemmell is seeded third, 
behind 2011 Championship runner-up Mark 
Cronje (Team Sasol Ford Fiesta).
 The seedings, which rank drivers 
according to the results of the timed 
special stages in each of the rounds of the 
Championship, are an indication of who are the 
fastest drivers based on their best stage results 
throughout the season.
 The top ten, all of whom competed 
in the premier Class S2000, were (with fi nal 
championship positions in brackets):
• Leeroy Poulter, Toyota Auris (5th)
• Mark Cronje, Ford Fiesta (2nd)

• Johnny Gemmell, Toyota Auris (3rd)
• Charl Wilken, Ford Fiesta (7th)
• Conrad Rautenbach, Ford Fiesta (1st)
• Hergen Fekken, Volkswagen Polo (8th)
• Hein Lategan, Peugeot 207 (14th)
• Jan Habig, Volkswagen Polo (12th)
• Enzo Kuun, Volkswagen Polo (4th)
• Giniel de Villiers, Volkswagen Polo (13th)
 The national rally seeding is an 
indication of who are the top drivers in terms of 
pure speed and the formula for calculating the 
rankings eliminates from the equation slower 
than normal stages caused by problems such as 
punctures.
 The fi rst round of the 2012 South 
African Rally Championship is the Total Rally in 
KwaZulu-Natal on 24 March.

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: Motorpics
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Toyota Motorsport last week won the 
fi rst 2012 Dakar Rally battle by meeting 
the South African Airways deadline for 
collection of the two Imperial Toyota Hilux 
double cab pickups that will contest the 
8,300km 15-day marathon race in South 
America in January.
 SAA will fl y the precious cargo, together 
with four tons of spare parts and equipment, in 
one of its Airbus passenger jets to Buenos Aires 
in Argentina next week. The Dakar Rally starts 
in the Argentine resort city of Mar del Plata on 
January 1 and fi nishes in Peru’s capital Lima on 
15 January.
 “It’s been a wild ride already,” said a 
relieved Rob Howie of Toyota Motorsport. “Once 
the offi cial announcement was made at the 
Johannesburg International Motor Show early in 
October that Toyota Motorsport would contest 
the Dakar Rally with the backing of Imperial 
Toyota, Duxbury Netgear and the Innovation 
Group, we’ve been fl at-out preparing the Proudly 
South African racing Toyotas for this great 
adventure.
 “In between, both pickups have 
competed in the fi nal two rounds of the Absa 
South African Off Road Championship and also 
participated in fi ve days of testing in the sand 
dunes of the Namib Desert. That was a major 
logistical exercise on its own. 
 “We had a fi nal shakedown test at the 
RallyStar facility near Bapsfontein on Wednesday 
of both Imperial Toyotas as well as a third Hilux 

we have built for an Argentine privateer. All 
three drivers, (Imperial Toyota South Africa 
Team’s) Giniel (de Villiers) and Duncan (Vos) and 
Lucio (Alvarez) were on hand and successfully 
completed around 50km without any problems.”
 Howie is the co-driver for Vos and it 
will be their fi rst Dakar Rally. De Villiers’ and 
co-driver Dirk von Zitzewitz of Germany won the 
Dakar Rally in South America in 2009.
 “We are mightily relieved that we’ve 
met the SAA deadline. The pressure has been 
huge throughout the nine weeks since the JIMS 
announcement and for the last four weeks we 
have been working 24/7 to achieve this. We’ve 
had to partially disassemble the vehicles so that 
they can fi t on individual pallets in the passenger 
cargo hold of the SAA Airbus. We’ve also had to 
individually wrap all the larger spare components 
and pack hundreds of boxes of smaller spares 
and equipment for stowage in a container,” 
explained Howie.
 “Now we have a couple of weeks off to 
spend with our families over Christmas before 
we fl y to Buenos Aires on 26 December.”
 The team will be reassembling the 
vehicles at Toyota Argentina’s plant in Zarate, 
100km north of Buenos Aires, before a pre-race 
test and shakedown at Toyota’s 4x4 test track on 
28 December. 
 The following day the race vehicles 
will be transported the 450 kilometres to the 
Argentine coastal resort city of Mar del Plata, 
where they will be scrutineered on 31 December 
before the rally starts there on 1 January.
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MSA British Rally Championship organisers 
are pleased to announce that regulations 
and entry forms for 2012 are now available 
and can be downloaded from 
http://www.rallybrc.co.uk. The publication 
of these regulations heralds the dawn of a 
new era for the British Rally Championship, 
as next year sees the introduction of the 
much-anticipated two-wheel-drive only 
formula.
 Now seen by many as a move that 
will bring sustainability, affordability and 
closer competition to the sport at top UK level, 
BRC organisers are pleased to report that, 
over the past few months, the championship 
has increasingly attracted the attentions of 
competitors – both new and existing - from 
home and abroad.
 In comparison with those of 2011, the 
2012 British Rally Championship regulations 
include the following signifi cant changes:
• Two-wheel-drive cars only
• Three prestigious British titles for Drivers, 
Manufacturers and Juniors
• The British Manufacturers’ Championship is 
open to registered car Importers, with point-
scoring based on the two highest placed 

competitors in the relevant make of car
• The British Junior Championship is limited to 
under 23 year olds driving Class 10 (Rally 1) cars 
only
• The BRC Teams’ Cup is open to professional 
motorsport teams entering two cars
• Pirelli Star Driver Competition nominees must 
enter a minimum of four events
 Added to this, the revised and forward-
thinking format specifi cally for R1, R2 and R3 
cars has been met with considerable interest 
by manufacturers, the media and the public as 
Championship Manager Mark Taylor explains:
 “This is not only a signifi cant time for 
us as Championship organisers, but also for the 
sport as a whole. Following the announcement of 
our intentions in the summer of 2010, we have 
had more and more people from all walks of the 
sport – both in the UK and overseas – support 
the format we have put in place for 2012. 
Initial reactions amongst competitors has been 
extremely positive, so we therefore look forward 
to receiving entries for what promises to be 
one of the most exciting and most talked-about 
seasons ever.”
 For more information on the MSA BRC, 
visit http://www.rallybrc.co.uk.

Words: Staff Writer
Picture: Jakob Ebrey Photography
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Gwyndaf Evans claimed victory on the 
Roger Albert Clark Rally last weekend, 
an event billed as one of the highlights of 
the historic rallying calendar in the United 
Kingdom.
 Evans, who was driving a Viking 
Motorsport-prepared Ford Escort RS1800 
alongside navigator John Millington, led 
the demanding event from start to fi nish to 
give Pirelli’s new GM6 tyre a maiden win in 
demanding weather conditions.
  Welshman Evans, a former British rally 
champion faced rain, sleet, snow and ice, but 
he was able to take a commanding victory by 
almost eight minutes.
 A bit about this tyre that saw other 
drivers switching to the Italian rubber on this 
event for its superior grip and stability: Pirelli 
developed the GM6 tyre, which is based on 
its ultra-successful KM pattern, specifi cally for 
historic rallying by creating a 13-inch version 
for historic-specifi cation cars such as the MkII 
Escort. The tyre pattern is designed to bite 
through mud and grime to grip the solid road 
surface below, while the tyre blocks provide 
enhanced cornering stability.
 The Roger Albert Clark Rally recreates 

the spirit of the RAC Rally that now exists as 
Rally GB, Britain’s round of the World Rally 
Championship. It also pays tribute to Roger 
Clark, possibly the United Kingdom’s greatest 
rallying talent before the emergence of legends 
such as Colin McRae and Richard Burns in the 
1990s.
 This year’s event, which started in 
Duncombe Park in Yorkshire last Friday evening 
and fi nished in Carlisle on this past Monday 
afternoon, took crews through forest stages in 
Yorkshire, Cumbria and Scotland over a distance 
of 1,520km. There were 24 special stages in 
total covering 272km.

Words: Mediatica
Pictures: Mediatica
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OVERALL CLASSIFICATION:
01) G. Evans/J. Millington
      Ford Escort - 02h 53m 40s
02) T. Pearcey/N. Shanks
      Ford Escort RS 1800 + 07m 52s
03) D. Stokes/G. Weaver
      Ford Escort RS 1600 + 08m 26s
04) C. Taylor/S. Blebly
      Ford Escort + 09m 30s
05) G. Woodcock/G. Dance
      Ford Escort RS 2000 + 10m 38s
06) K. Robathan/P. Clarke
      Ford Escort Mk II + 12m 41s
07) P. Squires/M. Squires
      Ford Escort RS 1800 + 16m 54s
08) S. Perez/P. Spooner
      Lancia Stratos + 17m 41s
09) C. Jacobs/S. Prevot
      Ford Escort RS + 18m 22s
10) G. Smith/P. Walsh
      Ford Escort Mk I + 23m 44s
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