
KRIS MEEKE BUMPED KRIS MEEKE BUMPED 
FROM MINI’S WRC FROM MINI’S WRC 
LINE-UP IN FAVOUR OF LINE-UP IN FAVOUR OF 
PAID-FOR-DRIVERSPAID-FOR-DRIVERS

Issue 215 • 09 January 2012Issue 215 • 09 January 2012 http://wp.me/pkXchttp://wp.me/pkXc

HairpinsHairpins
your insight into the world of rallying
your insight into the world of rallying&&HandbrakesHandbrakes

The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!

http://handbrakeshairpins.worpdress.com


http://www.fiestaR2.co.za


To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-11. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.

CONTACTCONTACT

Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S1
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Ostberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc

EDITORIAL INFORMATIONEDITORIAL INFORMATION

Contributors Liga Stirna, Patrick Vermaak, Motorpics, 
Newspress.

FOLLOW US!

Issue 215 • 09 January 2012Issue 215 • 09 January 2012

Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATIONADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

In 2012, we will bring YOU:

more opinions

more photographs

more competitions

more videos

as you ASKED for in 2011!

http://www.facebook.com/HandHmag
http://twitter.com/Evan_Rothman


CONTENTS

START RAMP

SERVICE PARK
13  Changes at Citroën Racing

14  Meeke and Campana

07  Ford’s iconic RS200

08  Loeb’s career in photos

10  Kronos and the IRC

12  Hayden Paddon: SWRC

PARC FERME
17  The mess in the WRC...



OPENING 
SHOTSHOT
At the 2011 WRC ADAC Rallye Deutschland, Volkswagen 
Motorsport entered two Skoda Fabia S2000s in their “Wings 
for Life” assessment programme. In search for a rising rally 
star to join Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia in the Polo R WRC 
factory machine in 2013, the German team put two stars 
through their paces. Here is a dramatic, high-speed glimpse 
into what it takes to compete at this cut-throat level...
Picture by Volkswagen Motorsport.
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Rallying is a tough, and sometimes 
cruel, sport. Designed as a 
Group B rally car, the RS200 was 
turbocharged, mid-engined, light, 
four-wheel driven, and fast on 
any surface. As regulations of the 
sport at the time demanded, 200 
examples were built in the United 
Kingdom (UK) with production 
starting in 1986.
 This Group B rally monster was 
equipped with a Ford-Cosworth BDT 
motor that developed 450bhp from its 
1804cc capacity. The car was a mid-
engined type, with its high-revving 
motor longitudinally-mounted.
 Four-wheel-drive and fi ve-speed 
manual gearbox propelled this car to a 
tested 0-100km/h in 2.8sec, 0-160km/h 
in 7.3sec and a standing 1/4 mile spring 
time of 11.4sec.
 With big power comes bigger 
stopping forces, and the Ford RS200 was 
fi tted with 330mm discs up front and 
300mm at the rear. Handling, according 
to reports from the various drivers of the 

time, was that this machine was twitchy 
at best yet startlingly quick.
 Its rallying career was cut 
short when the FIA reacted to a 
number of serious accidents by banning 
aerodynamic devices on Group B cars 
and then calling a halt to the entire class 
from 1987. As a result the RS200 was 
transformed from stark rally car to a 
more luxurious road car specifi cation, 
albeit one that was still cramped, noisy, 
high-revving and physically demanding 
to drive.
 Despite such setbacks Ford 
has maintained its commitment to 
rallying and it recently announced 
its continued participation in the FIA 
World Rally Championship for 2012 
and 2013. Long-term partner M-Sport, 
which has successfully operated Ford’s 
WRC activities since 1997, operates the 
programme from its state-of-the-art 
facilities at Dovenby Hall in north-west 
England.
 The Fiesta RS World Rally Car 
will continue as Ford’s WRC fl agship in 
2012 and 2013. The climax of the World 
Rally Championship in the UK last year 
saw the Ford Fiesta RS World Rally Car 

claim eight of the top ten positions. This 
is the only time a single manufacturer 
has achieved this feat since the 
championship was created in 1973.
 Ford’s long and successful 
heritage in rallying places it second 
in the all-time wins list with 79 world 
rally victories and its run of 145 
consecutive points fi nishes, dating 
back to the opening round of the 2002 
championship, is the longest in the 
sport’s history.
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Following offi cial confi rmation 
of his success in the 2011 WRC 
season, Sebastien Loeb is now the 
most titled racing driver ever. With 
eight consecutive FIA WRC Drivers’ 
titles to his name, Loeb has moved 
ahead of seven-time champions 
Michael Schumacher and Valentino 
Rossi in terms of major motorsport 
championships won – a feat never 
achieved before across all senior 
motorsport categories.
 Here are some of the highlights 
from his record-breaking eight 
championship winning seasons:

2004 Rally Sweden
Loeb’s fi rst title came in a year that the 
Frenchman dominated the sport. He held 
a 36-point lead over his closest rival at 
the end of the season with a record-
equalling six rally victories for the year. 
Loeb also silenced his critics along the 
way, confi rming his status as a tarmac 
specialist, but also proving his skills 
on a number of different surfaces and 
terrains. He became the fi rst non-Nordic 
driver to take victory on the icy Swedish 
stages.

2005 Rally Japan
Loeb had another record-beating season 
in 2005. Most consecutive rallies won 
(six); fi rst driver to win seven rallies 
in a single season and he also broke a 

25 year-old record by clinching the title 
with a 56-point margin at Rally Japan, 
the 13th round of 16. In France, his 
home rally, he became the fi rst driver to 
win every single stage of a WRC event, 
taking all 12 fastest stage times over the 
weekend. 

2006 Rally Cyprus
After winning the Rally of Cyprus in 
2006, Loeb suffered a broken humerus 
bone in a mountain-biking accident 
near his home in Switzerland. Unable to 
compete in the remaining two rounds, 
Turkey and Australia, Loeb could only 
watch from home. Having built up a 
strong enough points lead though, he 
claimed the title at the end of Rally 
Australia.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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2007 Rallye Monte-Carlo
The Citroën C4 WRC made its debut 
in the 2007 Monte-Carlo Rally with 
Loeb ensuring the new model took 
victory on its fi rst competitive outing. 
After enduring a competitive season 
with some hard fought victories, Loeb 
was able to pick up his fourth World 
Rally Championship title at Rally GB in 
December.

2008 Rally Japan
The setting of Rally Japan in 2008 was 
where Loeb became the WRCs fi rst ever 
fi ve-time champion in the penultimate 
round of the season. Despite taking the 
drivers crown in Japan, the team would 
have to wait until the fi nale in Great 
Britain to lift the Manufacturers’ trophy, 

their fi rst since 2005.

2009 Wales Rally GB
Once again, the championship came 
down to the wire, with Great Britain 
the setting of the deciding round. 
Loeb entered the event trailing the 
championship battle by a single point. A 
stunning drive and a thrilling battle with 
Ford’s Hirvonen secured him the victory.

2010 Rallye de France-Alsace
Loeb enjoyed a triumphant home coming 
in 2010. The Rally of France moved from 
its traditional home on the island of 
Corsica, to the region of Alsace. Having 
grown up in the area, Loeb took victory 
on the fi nal stage in his home town 
of Haguenau and in doing so, he also 

achieved his seventh consecutive FIA 
World Rally title.

2011 Wales Rally GB
Armed with the brand new 300bhp 1.6-
litre turbo-charged DS3 WRC, it was a 
new season and a new era for the WRC 
in 2011. Loeb had competition not just 
from rivals, but also his own team mate. 
Sébastien Ogier, in the sister DS3 WRC, 
matched Loeb’s fi ve rally victories during 
the season. However, Loeb’s consistent 
run of points allowed him to enter Wales 
Rally GB as the championship leader 
ahead of Mikko Hirvonen. Despite having 
to retire from the event on the fi nal day, 
Loeb secured a record-breaking eighth 
FIA WRC Drivers’ title! H&H



Contrary to the information issued 
by the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) website last month, 
Kronos Racing remains committed to 
the 2012 IRC and is actively working 
on plans to contest all rounds of this 
year’s series.
 While Kronos partner Peugeot 
Belgium-Luxembourg will only contest 
selected rounds of the IRC in 2012, 
Kronos Racing is currently in discussion 
with several drivers over more expansive 
IRC programmes for this season and is 
certainly not taking a sabbatical from the 

all-action competition.
 Joint Kronos boss Marc van 
Dalen explained: “We have cars capable 
of winning rallies and the personnel in 
place with all the experience necessary 
to be very successful in the IRC. While 
Peugeot Belgium-Luxembourg, with 
whom we maintain a very strong 
relationship, won’t be doing as many 
events in 2012, Kronos is in talks 
with drivers and other partners about 
competing in the IRC with our team in 
2012.”
 Kronos remains one of the 
most successful teams in the IRC having 
guided Nicolas Vouilloz and Kris Meeke 
to back-to-back titles in 2008 and 2009 

respectively. Other drivers to have won 
for the squad in the IRC include Juho 
Hanninen, Freddy Loix and Thierry 
Neuville.
 Kronos is also planning to 
contest other major international rally 
championships in 2012 in addition to 
a programme in the Czech Republic 
national championship with its fl eet of 
Peugeot 207 S2000s.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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New Zealand’s top rally driver, 
Hayden Paddon has announced he 
will contest the FIA Super 2000 
World Rally Championship in 2012 
with co-driver John Kennard in a 
Skoda Fabia S2000 rally car with the 
support of new sponsors and a new 
Spanish team.
 Having successfully won the 
Production World Rally Championship 
title in 2011 – the fi rst driver from 
the Southern Hemisphere to ever do 
so – Paddon is forging ahead with his 
international competition goals by 
climbing to the next rung on the ladder 
of world rallying. The Super 2000 World 
Rally Championship (SWRC) is the key 
feeder series for the main game, the FIA 
World Rally Championship.
 “I am ecstatic about the 
move to Super 2000; it’s a fantastic 
opportunity,” says the 24-year-old. “I 
was lucky enough to test the Skoda 
Fabia S2000 in Europe a couple of 
months ago and it was an incredible 
car to drive. The S2000 is a full blown 
racecar and is basically a WRC car 

without the aero and turbo.”
 Paddon’s car will be run by 
ASM Motorsport, based in Barcelona and 
Paddon, with long-time partner Katie 
Lane, will move to the Spanish city.
  “Several key personnel at ASM 
Motorsport have been involved with the 
Skoda and SEAT world rally teams in 
the past and they are very enthusiastic 
and passionate about this project. The 
target for the whole team is to win the 
championship,” says Paddon.
  One factor in the team’s 
decision to move to the S2000 Skoda is 
related to the fact that Skoda’s parent 
company Volkswagen has confi rmed its 
entry into the WRC in 2013. Volkswagen 
management signed star French driver 
Sebastién Ogier, confi rming Ogier will 
compete in all rounds of the 2012 WRC 
in a similar Skoda Fabia S2000 car to the 
one Paddon will drive and thus providing 
an outstanding benchmark for all SWRC 
competitors.
 “Sebastién is one of the fastest 
drivers in the WRC at present and having 
the chance to compete with him will be 
an honour and also a challenge,” says 
Paddon. “It will help us to lift to another 
level and while he will be hard to beat, 

he certainly gives us a good target to 
aim for.”
 John Kennard continues as 
Paddon’s co-driver, taking the highly 
successful rally partnership into its 
seventh season and ensuring that as 
Paddon strives to achieve new goals, he 
can also count on the consistent support 
and experience of his highly-regarded 
co-driver.
 Paddon’s goal is to win the 
SWRC title in 2012. SWRC competitors 
are required to contest seven of eight 
selected World Rally Championship 
events. Paddon has elected to drive the 
S2000 Skoda in Rally Sweden, Rally 
Portugal, Rally New Zealand, Rally 
Finland, Wales Rally GB, Rally France 
and Rally Spain, dropping the year’s fi rst 
SWRC event, Rally Monte Carlo.
 “With Monte Carlo taking place 
in January, we have given ourselves a 
little more time to prepare for the next 
SWRC event, Sweden, which runs from 
10 to 12 February. It is also going to 
be special to have the chance to do 
Rally New Zealand as one of our rounds 
and bring our new car home for our 
supporters to see.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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The shake-up in the world of rallying 
continues, but for once this comes 
as good news: Yves Matton has been 
appointed as Citroën Racing’s Team 
Principal.
 Starting in the role this past 
week, Matton takes over from Olivier 
Quesnel, who remains as Peugeot Sport 
Director. Also moving up the ladder is 
Xavier Mestelan Pinon who has been 
as Deputy Principal in addition to his 
position as technical director.
 Matton wil have the unenviable 
honour of reporting directly to Citroën’s 
General Manager, Frédéric Banzet. As 

such, he will need to ensure that Citroën 
Racing continues its winning ways after 
an exceptional 2011 season in which the 
Citroën Total World Rally Team collected 
ten victories and clinched its seventh 
Manufacturers’ title, while Sébastien 
Loeb and Daniel Elena racked up their 
eighth consecutive Drivers’ and Co 
Drivers’ title.
 Frédéric Banzet, Citroën 
General Manager, said: “I would like to 
thank Olivier Quesnel for the job he’s 
done in his four years as Citroën Racing 
Team Principal. Under his management, 
Citroën has won the Manufacturers’ and 
Drivers’ and Co-Drivers’ Championship 
titles every year with Sébastien Loeb 
and Daniel Elena. Yves Matton’s task 

will be to maintain Citroën Racing’s high 
level of excellence.”
 Yves Matton, (44 years old), 
Bachelor of Business Administration from 
Antwerp University, founded Prorace, a 
company specializing in the preparation 
and rental of racing cars, in 1990. In 
1996, Prorace began its successful 
involvement in the Citroën Challenge. 
In 2002, he joined Citroën Racing and 
was appointed Team Manager and head 
of the client competition service. In 
2008, he decided to set up MY Racing to 
distribute Citroën Racing spare parts in 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg 
and Germany.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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The world of rallying has been 
turned on its head once more this 
off-season. Fans of the World Rally 
Championship (WRC), of the MINI 
WRC Team and Kris Meeke were 
dealt a massive blow as 2011 was 
winding down.
 Without reason or rhyme, the 
MINI WRC Team has unceremoniously 
dumped Meeke from its driver roster for 
2012, but quickly added that the 2009 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge series 
winner would participate in the factory 

MINI John Cooper Works WRC machine 
alongside the team’s number one driver 
Dani Sordo in limited runs in 2012.
 With an ever-shrinking 
budget, the BMW (who owns MINI) has 
redirected some of the funds allocated 
for the MINI and Prodrive (the company 
tasked with managing and running the 
MINI WRC campaign) to the 2012 DTM 
series which will be seeing a rebirth of 
sorts.
 Plainly out, Meeke’s cut 
from the squad has outraged and 
disappointed fans around the world.
 For the 2012 WRC season-
opener, the Rallye Monte Carlo, Sordo 

will be partnered by Pierre Campana who 
has bought his seat in the number 57 
MINI John Cooper Works WRC car.
 What complicates the matter is 
that Meeke signed a three-year contract 
with MINI and Prodrive, and has two 
more years remaining...
 With the MINI WRC project 
failing to secure a major sponsor, the 
on-going saga of North One Sport and 
the WRC, any potential sponsor looking 
to invest in the sport and the team are 
looking even more thin as North One 
Sport has collapsed.
 It is reported that the MINI 
WRC Team are hiring out Meeke’s seat at 

Words: Evan Rothman
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a cost of around €220,000 per event.
 Frenchman Pierre Campana has 
paid the required the money to sit in 
Meeke’s seat for the Rally Monte Carlo.
 Apart from his €220,000, 
Campana was reportedly “chosen as a 
result of his performances driving the 
MINI John Cooper Works WRC in 2011.” 
 As a fan of the Frenchman, it 
pleases Handbrakes & Hairpins to see 
him compete in more WRC events. The 
news comes following a fantastic year 
for the Corsican having won half of all 
rallies he has contested in a MINI John 
Cooper Works WRC car with French 
squad Drive-Pro, including participation 

in two World Rally Championship rounds 
in Germany and France-Alsace.
 Pierre Campana commented: 
“I am thrilled to have been selected by 
MINI to join their squad for Monte-Carlo 
following our achievements last year. It 
is a rally I know well and enjoy. I won 
the 2WD class last year, so I am pleased 
to bring my experience and to showcase 
my abilities on such a competitive event. 
I have enjoyed my time driving the 
MINI John Cooper Works WRC car in 
WRC and French championship events 
this year with Drive-Pro and together 
with the French Federation support, and 
I am honoured to be able to continue 

my association with this tremendous 
manufacturer into 2012 with this Monte 
Carlo participation.”
 This is a strong indication that 
MINI WRC Team will indeed compete in 
2012. This after the squad failed to fi le 
papers to enter as a Manufacturer in the 
WRC in 2012. H&H



PARC FERME
The mess in the WRC

17  Great changes are in store for 

the WRC in 2012, and they all involve 

behind-the-scenes politics. A sad state 

of affairs...



Our beloved sport is in dire straits. There 
is no way in which one can paint a picture 
to portray the current debacle that is the 
World Rally Championship (WRC) other 
than one of disappointment, dishonesty and 
human drama...

 The FIA, the sport’s controlling body, 
has terminated North One Sport (NOS) as the 
WRC’s promoter and television broadcaster 
with immediate effect. Eurosport, who own the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), have 
reportedly been tasked with the television 
production and broadcast of the WRC for 
the season-opening WRC Monte-Carlo Rally. 
The appointment of Eurosport has not been 
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made offi cial at this stage, but it is an 
inevitability...
 Last month it was revealed that 
NOS’s parent company, Convers Sports 
Initiatives (CSI), was placed under 
administration and the groups’ chief 
Vladimir Antonov was arrested for fraud. 
Behind the scenes, NOS was feverishly 
working on solving this matter before 
it became a problem and were actively 
seeking new investors to salvage their 
contracts with the FIA. 
 This led the executives at NOS 
to a Qatari investment group. After 

in-depth discussions and meetings, 
NOS and the Qatar investors were close 
to signing an agreement worth multi-
million in Euros over the next season, a 
cash injection most desperately needed 
to by the sport. 
 Sadly, the negotiations came 
to a screeching halt when the FIA shut 
the door fi rmly on NOS and the Qatari. 
After numerous attempts to meet with 
the FIA, the Qatari pulled out of the 
deal citing they were unable to work 
alongside the FIA.
 This has left the WRC’s 

sponsors, competitors and supporters in 
the cold. Jean Todt, the FIA’s president, 
has been mum on the subject, but the 
FIA did release a very strongly worded 
media statement late last night berating 
NOS and their alleged incompetencies. 
This media statement can be read here: 
http://bit.ly/xqaAiV. NOS has their hands 
tied. Eurosport are ramping up their 
efforts to meet the needs of the WRC to 
be ready in just weeks.
 It is believed that NOS will 
close their doors on Monday 09 January, 
leaving 40 full-time employees and 20 



on-event freelance staff out in the cold. 
The world’s biggest and most reliable 
source of motorsport news, apart from 
Handbrakes &amp; Hairpins of course, 
is http://www.autosport.com. In their 
attempts to contact the FIA and to 
investigate this story, they were not able 
to speak to the powers that be in Paris.
 Apart form the upset, the storm 
that will cloud this season’s opening 
round of the WRC in Monte Carlo, is 
the human aspect. A North One source 
said in a post on the iRally app: “It’s 
unbelievable. We have come so close to 

landing this. The deal was on the table 
and, believe me, it would have been by 
far and away the best thing for the sport 
and for the World Rally Championship.
 “What is desperately 
disappointing, after working so hard for 
11 years on the WRC, is that nobody 
from the FIA picked up a phone and 
talked to us - and goodness knows we 
tried to call them. We were treated 
with complete contempt. I fi nd it 
extraordinary given what the new 
investor could have done. It’s a very sad 
day.”

 Neil Hudson is a motorsport 
journalist, usually reporting on the World 
Touring Car Championship, but has 
compiled this informative and up-to-the-
minute story of the mess that is NOS-
WRC-FIA: http://storify.com/neilhudson/
what-s-happening-with-the-wrc.
 This mess leaves a sour taste 
in the mouth, doesn’t it? With just a 
few weeks to the WRC Monte-Carlo 
Rally, attention will be focused on the 
gentlemen in black suits and not on the 
men and women donning racing suits 
and helmets... H&H





CLOSING
SHOTSHOT
After one week of the 2012 Dakar Rally, in Argentina, Chile 
and Peru, the two South African built and maintained Toyota 
Hilux pickups in the hands of 2009 event winner Giniel de 
Villiers and South African Off-Road Racing Champion Duncan 
Vos. The South African team is faring well thus far, with De 
Villiers in the top fi ve and Vos in the top 20 in his fi rst Dakar 
challenge.
Picture by Motorpics.


