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knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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OPENING 
SHOTSHOT
In the hours leading up to the start of the WRC Rallye Monte-In the hours leading up to the start of the WRC Rallye Monte-
Carlo, a new team was unveiled to the motorsport world: meet Carlo, a new team was unveiled to the motorsport world: meet 
the Go Fast Energy World Rally Team. With Matthew Wilson/the Go Fast Energy World Rally Team. With Matthew Wilson/
Scott Martin and Henning Solberg/Ilka Minor in the Ford Fiesta Scott Martin and Henning Solberg/Ilka Minor in the Ford Fiesta 
RS WRC seats, the team expects strong results in 2012.RS WRC seats, the team expects strong results in 2012.
Picture by WorldRallyPics.Picture by WorldRallyPics.



START RAMP



The ever-increasing popularity 
of classic car rallying, and of 
marathon-stage events, has seen 
the world’s most successful classic 
rally, the East Coast Safari Classic 
Rally reach international audiences 
thanks to its challenging route, 
former World Rally Champions and 
the world’s most impressive and 
iconic rally machines.
 Once every two years, the East 
African Safari Classic Rally took place in 
2011. With a long list of Porsche 911s, 
Ford Escorts and rally cars from the 
heyday of the sport’s growth, this event 
proved to be a most thrilling rally in 
which Bjorn Waldegard claimed the win.
 Event organiser Surinder Thatti 
has been a frequent visitor to South 
Africa, and his agenda has now been 
unveiled: The 2012 Classic Rally South 

Africa.
 Taking place from 16 to 22 
September, the route will run for 
seven days over South Africa’s most 
demanding and challenging rally roads.
 Unlike other African rallies, the 
2012 Classic Rally South Africa will be 
staged on closed roads.

The planned route is as follows:
16 Sept: Durban to Richards Bay
17 Sept: Richards Bay to Nelspruit
18 Sept: Nelspruit to Nelspruit
19 Sept: Nelspruit to Bladplaas
20 Sept: Bladplaas to Johannesburg
21 Sept: Johannesburg to Sun City
22 Sept: Sun City to Sun City
 
With the fi nish at the luxurious and 
entertaining Sun City venue, two-hours 
north of Johannesburg, the resort lends 
itself to a fi tting celebration for battle-
weary crews.
 The organising team is 

Henriette Jooste (Director), Willie Du 
Plessis (Clerk of Course) and Surinder 
Thatthi (Event Director). Interested 
in more details: download the event’s 
entry form: http://bit.ly/zidHSE and 
regulations: http://bit.ly/xtWfji.

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: Evan Rothman
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CLASSICALLY SOUTH AFRICA:
THE ALL-NEW CLASSIC RALLY
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For 2012, the MSA British Rally 
Championship (BRC) is undertaking 
far-reaching changes to improve and 
grow the sport for competitors and 
spctators alike.
 Taking it a step further, the BRC 
will be adopting a bonus points scheme 
for crews who push their car’s to the 
their limits.
 “Following the success of the 
fastest stage time points bonus in the 
World Rally Championship Academy, BRC 
organisers have decided to introduce 
the same system on all six rounds of the 

British series,” said the BRC’s promoters 
in a media statement. “The scheme will 
reward the fastest crew in each class 
with one extra point per stage win. This 
not only benefi ts those who drive fast 
and fi nish well, but allows a crew that 
retires towards the end of an event to 
pick up some points for their efforts.”
 This means that with 20 points 
on offer for a win, 18 for second, 16 
for third, going down to a single point, 
the potential of additional points will 
depend on the number of stages. Next 
month’s Rallye Sunseeker International, 
the season’s opening round, has twelve 
stages and therefore twelve extra points 
up for grabs: an incentive to “have a go” 

if ever there was one.
 Registrations for the BRC, BRC 
Challenge and Production BRC are rolling 
in.
 For more information on the 
MSA British Rally Championship visit 
http://www.rallybrc.co.uk.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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Since its launch in 2007, the 
Peugeot 207 Super 2000 has 
emerged as a benchmark in its class. 
This January saw Peugeot Sport 
deliver its 100th car!
 The sale of the 100th 207 
S2000 makes it the best-selling rally car 
to have been designed and developed 
by Peugeot Sport, ahead of such icons 
as the 205 T16. The 100th car is the 
property of the French team Sainteloc 
and made its competitive debut on the 
Rallye Monte-Carlo.
  The 207 Super 2000 has been 

exported to a long list of countries, from 
Europe to the Middle East, and even as 
far afi eld as South Africa.
 The Peugeot 207 Super 2000, 
which was designed and developed by 
Peugeot Sport under the leadership 
of Bertrand Vallat, has claimed a 
high number of titles and individual 
rally wins, on all types of surface and 
across a comprehensive spectrum of 
conditions. It has secured crowns in the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge and in 
several national championships, and has 
also won such prestigious events as the 
Sanremo and the Tour de Corse, as well 
as last year’s Rallye Monte-Carlo!
 There is every probability that 

this impressive record will continue to 
grow thanks to the latest evolutions that 
Peugeot Sport has made available to its 
customers for the 2012 season. Frédéric 
Bertrand (Manager of Peugeot Sport’s 
Customer Competition Department) 
commented on the occassion: “It is rare 
for a single model to notch up such a 
successful record. This year will be the 
car’s sixth season and it still packs the 
potential to win rallies. We will closely 
follow and advise our customers, 
especially since many of them are 
targeting title success in a variety of 
championships in 2012.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Peugeot Sport
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PEUGEOT CELEBRATES:
100 MACHINES BUILT
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The Toyota Dealer Gauteng Rally, 
round four of the South African 
Rally Championship, proved to be 
the most critical rally of the 2011 
season. This despite the fact that 
this event’s results were scrapped 
after being declared null and void.
 After a season of posting 
strong results, recording victories and 
podium fi nishes, two drivers entered 
the fi nal round of the season with the 

possibility of winning the Championship. 
Mark Cronje, in the new Sasol Ford 
Fiesta S2000 rally team, claimed the 
fi nal victory of the season to top the 
Championship standings. However, 
after a months-long legal battle, 
Conrad Rautenbach, of the Green Fuel 
Ford Fiesta S2000 rally team, was 
declared the South African Drivers’ 
Rally Champion once the Toyota Dealer 
Gauteng Rally’s results were nullifi ed.
 Rautenbach, hailing from 
Zimbabwe, is one of the world’s talented 
rally drivers. After two seasons in what 

is arguably of the world’s ten most 
competitive Championships, the 27-
year-old was crowned Champion.
 It was also a season in which 
Rautenbach and French co-driver Nicolas 
Klinger were rewarded with the FIA 
African Rally Championship title too, this 
Rautenbach’s second.
  The entire debacle left South 
African rallying clamouring for solid 
ground, after a series of incidentssaw 
the Championship knocked off its proud 
perch in South African motorsport...
 The cost of all this? Disgruntled 

Words: Evan Rothman
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fans and organisers, and disillusioned 
sponsors, the competitors were left 
largely demotivated. This is no fault of 
any one competitor, or one incident for 
that matter. As the months roll by, the 
cost of this will become apparent, but 
Handbrakes & Hairpins is saddened to 
report that Rautenbach will be hanging 
up his rally gloves - for now.
 “I’ve won two FIA African 
Championships and the SA series as 
well as competed in the World Rally 
Championship,” said Rautenbach. “The 

South African Championship is one of 
the most competitive there is, but it is 
fundamentally fl awed in that it doesn’t 
follow the FIA rules regarding pre-event 
recces which is dangerous considering 
the pace the leaders run at.”
 “The route note system used 
in South Africa requires a week of 
watching a DVD over and over on a TV 
set so that by the time the rally starts, 
I’ve lost a lot of my motivation for the 
event. With growing work commitments, 
I simply cannot afford to take a week 

off for every rally. The other issue is 
the inconsistency over the application 
of the rules, which changes by the 
event,” Rautenbach added. “I would like 
to thank everyone involved in rallying 
at every level, as well as our loyal 
supporters and of course our sponsors”.
 Let’s not forget that this 
Zimbabwean was team-mate to 
Sebastien Loeb in 2008 in a Citroën C4 
WRC, and fi nished eighth overall in the 
World Rally Championship standings that 
season.



 Havng been surrounded 
by rallying from a young age, and 
eventually taking dad Billy’s place behind 
the steering wheel in club, regional and 
then national rally events, Rautenbach 
cut his teeth in various events in Africa 
before launching a campaign on the 
World Rally Championship in a Ford 
Puma fi rst in the Junior World Rally 
Championship (J-WRC) and then in a 
Citroën C2 S1600. He was then selected 
by Citroën Racing to pilot a C4 WRC, and 
he did so with confi dence.

 The rally ace, who was 
only awarded his South African Rally 
Championship title in November 2011, is 
the cost of indecision and poor decision-
making choices. With the next season 
60 days and counting from starting, all 
in South African rallying hope this will be 
the only evident cost to the series.
 What will Rautenbach be doing 
in 2012 and beyond? “Competing in the 
Dakar Rally has been a life-long dream 
and we will use the year to build towards 
an entry in the 2013 Dakar, which may 

include participating in some the SA Off 
Road series,” said Rautenbach. “If things 
change in the SA Rally Championship we 
could return,” he concluded. H&H



PARC FERME



We all know Sebastien Loeb and 
Daniel Elena won the Rallye Monte-
Carlo, the opening round of the 2012 
World Rally Championship season. 
Giving the Citroën Total World Rally 
Team its fi rst success of the year, 
Loeb’s dominant performance has 
most certainly left his competitors 
scratching their heads...
 The eight-time World Rally 
Champion was able to coast to the fi nish 
after the rally’s biggest fi ght died early 
on Day Two: locked in a stage-for-stage 
battle for the rally lead with Jari-Matti 

Latvala/Miika Antilla (Ford World Rally 
Team), Latvala crashed out of the event 
in spectacular fashion to hand Loeb a 
comfortable cushion over the rest of 
the fi eld and a certain win (barring any 
mechanical malady). Loeb never put 
his Citroën DS3 WRC’s wheels even one 
millimetre wrong and he charged to a 
win with a nearly three minute margin 
over his rivals.
 With Latvala out of the rally, 
the Blue Oval cauase was championed 
by Petter Solberg/Chris Patterson (Ford 
World Rally Team), but they were pipped 
to second place by MINI WRC’s Dani 
Sordo/Carlos Del Barrio.
 Loeb tore to the front of the 

fi eld on Day One with a one minute lead 
on this most iconic of world rallies on 
Wednesday. With Loeb’s peerless asphalt 
prowess on exhibition in Monte-Carlo, 
it was Latvala that stole the initiative 
on the opening speed tests with a 
masterstroke in tyre strategy amid the 
wintry weather conditions.
 Ice and snow fell on SS2, 
making the going tricky. Latvala 
equipped his Fiesta RS WRC with a 
combination of studded and supersorf 
compound Michelin tyres in a diagonal 
confi guration. This allowed the Finn to 
power to a 50sec quicker stage time 
than Loeb’s, and propelled the young 
Finn to a 30sec lead.

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: FordWRC, Citroën Racing
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 In the next stage, the Finn 
threw away all his hard work when he 
went too hot into a tightening corner. He 
drifted wide, hit a wall and rolled his car 
into retirement. Fortunately, the crew 
was unharmed.
 This was the start of Loeb 
setting sail for the proverbial sunset as 
second-placed Sordo was 01min 04.2sec 
adrift of the rally lead. Sordo, pushing 
his MINI John Cooper Works WRC 
machine to its limits, was only 01sec 
ahead of Solberg and his factory Fiesta 
RS WRC.
 Loeb didn’t rest on his laurels 
on Day Two, winning fi ve of the leg’s 
six stages on offer. Somewhat drier and 
milder than Day One’s conditions, the 
snow and ice kept away from the Rallye 
Monte-Carlo’s stages to see speeds edge 
close to top end. Loeb’s charge saw 

his lead increase 33sec over Sordo to 
01m 37.5sec, with Sordo only 3.4sec 
ahead of Solberg. Solberg, in his fi rst 
competitive outing for the Ford World 
Rally Team, proved his status as one of 
the fastest WRC drivers on the start list 
to once again post strong stage times to 
keep in third place overall.
 Fourth place was occupied by 
Citroën Total World Rally Team’s Mikko 
Hirvonen/Jarmo Lehtinen with the hard-
charging Evgeny Novikov/Denis Giraudet 
(M-Sport Ford World Rally Team) in fi fth 
plance only 6sec behind Hirvonen.
 Surprising all with his 
electrifying pace in the Skoda Fabia 
S2000, Sebastien Ogier and co-driver 
Julien Ingrassia placed sixth overall for 
much of Day Two after dropping two 
positions from their overnight fourth. 
Like Latvala, his run of speed was cut 

short when he suffered a high-speed 
crash to end his Rallye Monte-Carlo.
 At the end of Day Three, Loeb’s 
lead stretched to 02min 12.4sec over 
Sordo and Solberg, and the win was 
cemented.
 With the zest of the rally pretty 
much stripped from it, focus remained 
on the thrilling battle between Sordo and 
Solberg for second place overall, but the 
initiative remained with Sordo despite 
the Norwegian’s best attemtps to close 
the gap...
 Solberg jumped ahead of Sordo 
thansk to clever tyre choices, but when 
traction was reduced the MINI driver 
stormed back into the front to snatch a 
one minute margin.
 Unfortunately, on his quest 
to reel in the defi cit to Sordo, Solberg 
broke his car’s left-front wheel rim after 



cutting a corner too tightly on SS13 
of 18. This allowed Hirvonen to close 
to within 23.8sec of Solberg, with the 
Finn winning two stages in his new rally 
machine.
 Surprisingly, Novikov is a solid 
fi fth for the M-Sport Ford World Rally 
Team after another impressive showing 
by the young Russian. Fellow team-
mate Francois Delecour was placed sixth 
at that stage with MINI driver Pierre 
Campana seventh and on course for his 
second WRC career top ten fi nish.
 On the fi nal day of the 2012 
Rallye Monte-Carlo, Loeb coasted 
relatively slowly to claim his sixth Monte 
victory.
 The fi ght for the fi nal position 
on the podium took centre stage, but 
Solberg managed to close to within 
19.1sec to the Spaniard Sordo as fourth-

placed Hirvonen kept it steady to fi nish 
some 52sec behind Solberg.
 The remainder of the top ten 
remained largely unchanged, with 
Novikov fi fth, former Monte winner 
Delecour sixth, Campana seventh 
and Ott Tanak (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 
eighth. Separated by 06sec, but quite 
a long way off eighth position were 
Martin Prokop (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 
and Armindo Araujo (MINI John Cooper 
Works WRC).
 The next round of the World 
Rally Championship heads to Sweden on 
9 - 12 February for WRC Rally Sweden. 
Missing the action on this opening round, 
Mads Ostberg (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) is a 
driver to closely watch on his favourite 
surface. H&H

WRC Rallye Monte-Carlo Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/D. Elena
      Citroën DS3 WRC - 04h 32m 39.9s
02) D. Sordo/C. Del Barrio
      MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 02m 45.5s
03) P. Solberg/C. Patterson
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 03m 14.2s
04) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
      Citroën DS3 WRC + 04m 06.8s
05) E. Novikov/D. Giraudet
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 06m 03.4s
06) F. Delecour/D. Savignoni
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 07m 47.9s
07) P. Campana/S. De Castelli
      MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 08m 31.4s
08) O. Tanak/K. Sikk
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 10m 34.6s
09) M. Prokop/Z. Hruza
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 16m 10.7s
10) A. Araujo/M. Ramalho
      MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 16m 16.6s





CLOSING
SHOTSHOT

The MINI WRC Team has been beset with problems in the lead-up to the start 
of this year’s World Rally Championship, but driver Dani Sordo powered to a 
brilliant second place overall in his MINI John Cooper Works WRC machine.
Picture by MINI WRC Team.


