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OPENING 
SHOTSHOT
Snow rallies makes for exciting action. It is also very photogenic, Snow rallies makes for exciting action. It is also very photogenic, 
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After winning the French 2WD 
Gravel Championship title last year 
as well as two S2000 Class wins in 
the Rally GB and the Rallye Monte-
Carlo, Kevin Abbring (23) and 
co-driver Lara Vanneste (21) will 
not continue as a team. Frederic 
Miclotte from Belgium will take over 
the position. Of course this was a 
diffi cult, but important, decision for 
Abbring.
 “This point in my career is 
probably one of the most important,” 
said Abbring. “Although VW chose me 
for  their Junior program I do not have a 
huge WRC experience if you compare to 
some other youngsters, so there is not a 
lot of time to adjust.”
 Together with Lara they were 
the youngest team in the WRC in Rally 
GB and Monte Carlo, with which they 
earned a lot of respect.
 So why this choice? “Despite 

her young age, Lara was already used to 
rallying. She started her fi rst rally some 
years ago in a Corolla WRC. She proved 
her skills with Dominique Bruyneel and 
Pieter Tsjoen which are good references”  
 Kevin was surprised how quickly 
she adapted when they did their fi rst 
rally together in Holland at the end of 
2010. Said Abbring: “Inside the car she 
is really good, if you imagine to get into 
a works team this year so quickly you 
have to be able to adapt very fast and 
she did. I really thank her for the effort 
and dedication she showed over the 
last year and I am sure she will be very 
succesfull in the future.
 “On the other side I have to 
be honest  to myself. Many chances like 
this will probably not follow soon, so to 
make the best out of it everything has 
to be as good as possible together with 
someone who can coach me. This is 
only possible by means of experience, 
if you take notice of the available time 
we have. That is why I chose to team 
up with Frederic Miclotte,” commented 

Abbring. “This is someone with the ideal 
combination of age and experience (33 
WRC events completed as well as a 
lot of other international rallies). This 
experience he gained with Freddy Loix 
and Dennis Kuipers, he is willing to share 
with me.”
 As Frederic said: “I am really 
motivated to help this young driver in 
the WRC, and I have a lot of confi dence 
that we will make a good team. I feel 
sorry for Lara at this moment as we also 
get along very good, but that is the way 
some things happen. I would also like to 
thank Freddy Loix and Dennis Kuipers 
for the fantastic time we spend as they 
were the people who were a big help in 
my career. Because of them I have a bag 
of experience now and I am very much 
looking forward to this new adventure.”
 This past weekend Kevin 
and Frederic will do the recce of Rally 
Sweden which is a good opportunity to 
get used to each other. After that, Rally 
Mexico will be their fi rst outing together 
in the rally car.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport
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Six-time South African rally 
champion, Jan Habig, of KwaZulu-
Natal, and his co-driver, Robert 
Paisley, also of KZN, will compete 
under the banner of local 
construction giant Basil Read in 
2012. The pair, which resigned from 
the Volkswagen Motorsport team 
at the end of last year, will share a 
new Ford Fiesta S2000 in the new 
season.
 This will mean a two-car Ford 
Fiesta team rallying in Basil Read colours 
in future, as Charl Wilken and Greg 
Godrich have carried these colours for 
the past two seasons and will continue 
to do so this year. The fi rst event of the 
season will be the Total Tour Natal on 23 
- 24 March.
 The move to Basil Read and 
a Ford follows plenty of speculation in 
motorsport circles as to what Habig and 
Paisley would do after Habig ended his 
20-year association with Volkswagen 
without announcing any plans for the 
future except for saying he would not be 
retiring from rallying.
 Habig won his fi rst SA title 

in 1997 and followed up with further 
championships in 1999, 2001, 2002, 
2005 and 2007. He has 36 individual 
rally wins to his credit.  Paisley won the 
national co-driver’s championship with 
Serge Damseaux in 2003 and 2004 and 
has notched up 21 individual rally wins, 
in addition to winning the Africa Rally 
Championship with Johnny Gemmell in a 
Subaru in 2002.
 “We at Basil Read are delighted 
to be sponsoring such an experienced 
and successful pairing as Jan Habig and 
Robert Paisley in 2012, while the Ford 
Fiesta proved the class of the fi eld in 
the 2011 rally season winning six of the 
eight championship rounds,” said Basil 
Read CEO Marius Heyns.
 “Our new signings tie in well 
with the younger team of Charl Wilken 
and Greg Godrich, who scored a maiden 
SA championship win in 2010 and are 
currently seeded as the fourth fastest 
crew on the local scene.
 “This doubling of our 
involvement in rallying ties in with our 
overall support for motorsport that 
includes sponsorship of two races for 
1974 TransAm and historic saloon cars 
at the Passion for Speed classic racing 
extravaganza at the Zwartkops Raceway 

on 28 January,” added the Basil Read 
CEO.
 “I am honoured to be 
associated with a company such as Basil 
Read, with whom I have had business 
dealings in my previous business career 
in the construction industry,” commented 
Jan Habig. “My negotiations with 
the company were both positive and 
professional and I am sure our future 
relationship will be very successful.
 “I am also pleased we will have 
Charl and Greg as teammates, as they 
already have two years’ experience with 
the Fiesta. Our new car should arrive 
in South Africa from Ford M-Sport next 
month so that we have suffi cient time to 
prepare for the season opening event at 
the end of March.”
 Basil Read may be a 
comparative newcomer to the current 
motorsport scene, but its roots 
go back to the construction of the 
original Kyalami race track in 1961. 
The company was also involved in the 
construction of the Zwartkops Raceway 
and Phakisa circuit. Basil Read is now a 
vibrant player in many countries in the 
world, while remaining a major force on 
the local construction scene.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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The 1998 and 1999 British Rally 
Champions, Renault UK has become 
the fi rst manufacturer to sign up for 
the new two wheel drive 2012 MSA 
British Rally Championship.
 With most manufacturers 
having homologated two wheel drive 
cars, the British Manufacturer’s Rally 
Championship has been reinstated and 
allows registered manufacturers and UK 
importers to vie for the title of becoming 
British Champion.
 The new concept signs up 
Renault UK to a promotional partnership 
and whilst manufacturers could still 
choose to run a works team, for 2012 
the two highest placed privateer Renault 
rally cars will still score top points for the 

Manufacturer’s Championship.
 BRC Manager Mark Taylor 
commented. “It’s brilliant news that 
Renault UK are the fi rst to sign up to 
the Championship. We recognised the 
commercial realities currently faced by 
car manufacturers and their dealerships 
and specifi cally created a British 
Championship to attract UK Importers 
by reducing the usually barriers and high 
cost of entry.
 “We are providing them with a 
platform to promote products that relate 
to what is being sold in the showroom. 
We are also offering them high quality 
media products and a chance to 
engage in rally themed dealer events.  
Importantly, they will have a stakeholder 
ship in the future of this world renowned 
motorsport series.“
 This decision by Renault to join 

the manufacturer’s championship further 
proves that the decision to move to two 
wheel drive was the correct one. With 
the vast majority of car makes having 
two wheel drive road-cars, it means the 
potential for close competition is much 
greater than before. It also benefi ts 
the drivers who score points, as they 
will gain additional recognition via the 
association with the marque.
 Jeremy Townsend, 
Communications Director for Renault 
UK said, “Renault has a long and very 
successful motor sport heritage and 
the announcement today adds to the 
commitment we have in the UK to our 
national championships.”
 For more information on the 
MSA British Rally Championship visit 
http://www.rallybrc.co.uk.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: BRC Media
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Someone within the bowels of 
the FIA headquarters has lots to 
answer for. The FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC) is one of 
the jewels in the FIA’s crown, 
yet this series is being treated 
with disdain. Fans, supporters, 
sponsors, competitors and teams 
are left reeling in disgust and 
disappointment at the latest 
revelation to rock the WRC 

establishment.
 The FIA released the following 
news statement on Friday evening:
“The FIA regrets to announce it has not 
proven possible to fi nd an international 
promoter as well as a global broadcaster 
for the 2012 World Rally Championship 
season at this stage in time.
 “The Federation has been 
involved in lengthy and detailed 
discussions with interested parties but 
a series of issues proved impossible 
to reconcile, and it fi nally had to take 
the decision to withdraw from these 

negotiations.
 “In addition to the usual 
sporting and technical services it 
provides for these events, the FIA will 
fi nance the timing/tracking of each event 
so that the Championship can take place 
in the best conditions.
  “Teams, manufacturers and 
the other stakeholders have all been 
informed of this situation.
 “The FIA will now open 
discussions with all the other parties 
which have expressed interest in the 
promotion of the WRC in order to 

Words: Evan Rothman
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guarantee the future development 
and growth of the FIA World Rally 
Championship.”
 This means that international 
television coverage of the WRC Rally 
Sweden will likely not take place, and 
this technically applies for all other 
rounds of the season. Each WRC event is 
now effectively tasked with running their 
own media, promotion and television 
broadcast. 
 A sport with a global footprint 
as large as this demands a global 
promoter. How does a sport, which is 

governed so tightly by the FIA, land in 
such a precarious situation? Why have 
their not been action plans employed 
to manage the sport? We are all well 
aware that North One Sport were 
working feverishly to fi nd new backers 
for the promotion of the WRC, but the 
FIA was blamed for its lack of assistance 
and support. Is it that North One 
Sport has interfered in the Eurosport/
FIA negotiations? Why has the FIA not 
teamed up with North One Sport before 
the current situation developed this 
far? What were the reasons that the 

Eurosport/FIA deals broke down?
 Transparency, urgency and col 
heads are necessary now. Action plans 
need to be drawn up, stakeholders need 
to be addressed on the developments 
and it needs to be done as soon as 
is possible. With the season heading 
towards Round Two, there is no 
longer time for hesitation, hours-long 
backwards and forwards meetings over 
the politics of deals, but signatures need 
to be added to documents and deals 
now.
 That sour taste seems to have 



seeped into BMW and MINI this week 
too. The German motor manufacturer is 
due to announce this week the future of 
the MINI WRC campaign and Prodrive’s 
contract.
 There is reportedly a growing 
rift between BMW and Prodrive, with 
BMW Group’s board of executives looking 
to terminate that contract immediately.
 After seven WRC appearances, 
and three podium results, Prodrive has 
achieved a fantastic scorecard thus far 
with limited resources at hand.
 With Irishman Kris Meeke and 

co-driver Paul Nagle already sidelined 
due to budgetary constraints, it seems 
team-mates Dani Sordo and Carlos del 
Barrio will be joining them too. A very 
strong package, the MINI John Cooper 
Works WRC has proven a quick machine 
in the hands of privateers too and the 
product is growing from strength to 
strength.
 That is all up in the air now, 
however. Will BMW end the contract with 
Prodrive and invest their resources into 
another rally preparation squad for the 
remainder of the season? Or will BMW 

call it quits with their rallying programme 
entirely? It seems an Italian fi rm is 
in the running to prepare the “works” 
MINI John Cooper Works WRC cars at 
this stage, but this is all unconfi rmed of 
course.
 Handbrakes & Hairpins 
endeavours to bring you news on these 
dramatic situations as they happen: 
http://wp.me/pkXc. H&H
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Sweden: snow, ice, high snow 
banks and studded tyres. This 
is what awaits the World Rally 
Championship this week, a unique 
and specialist event like no other on 
the 2012 WRC calendar.
 All factory teams, Citroën, Ford 
and MINI, have tested extensively ahead 
of this event in order to eke out every 
possible advantage over their rivals on 
the slippery surface.
 The studded tyres will play 
a vital role in providing the cars with 
traction when the tyres bite through 
the snow to reach the muddy gravel 
beneath.
 Last year Mads Ostberg 

surprised all when he fought for the rally 
win but fi nished second overall in his 
Ford Fiesta RS WRC.
 This year, however, the situation 
is very different. Mikko Hirvonen in his 
Citroën DS3 WRC and Petter Solberg in a 
Ford Fiesta RS WRC, and not forgetting 
Sebastien Loeb (Citroën DS3 WRC) and 
Jari-Matti Latvala (Ford Fiesta RS WRC), 
predicting a winner here is no mean 
feat...
 The snow, like the icy conditions 
experienced on last months WRC Rallye 
Monte-Carlo, makes for interesting 
tactics. This is where rally teams will 
push the envelope, and the action in the 
rally will come from.
 As a warm-up for this event, 
a number of WRC crews competed 
in Norway’s Rally Finnskog. Hirvonen 

claimedthe win, followed by Henning 
Solberg and Mads Ostberg on the 
podium. The stages served crews well 
to prepare for the specifi c challenges 
posed by the snow and ice, and speed 
will behigh from the fi rst stage on this 
weekend’s Rally Sweden.
 Here are a few key details 
about this weekend’s encounter:
WRC Round: 2
Based: Karlstad, Sweden
Stages: 24
Surface: snow
Liaison distance: 1,493.44km
Competitive distance: 349.16km
Total distance: 1,842.60km

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: WorldRallyPics 
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Antoine L’Estage and Nathalie 
Richard opened their 2012 season 
by winning the Rallye Perce Neige 
in Maniwaki, QC, the fi rst event in 
the Canadian Rally Championship, 
presented by Subaru and supported 
by Yokohama. Perce Neige is just 
the second event for L’Estage 
in his new car, and already he’s 
comfortable, setting the pace from 
the fi rst stage.
 Smart tyre choice and road 
position allowed L’Estage/Richard to 
open up a small lead over rivals Pat 
Richard/Alan Ockwell of Subaru Rally 
Team Canada. Richard/Ockwell landed 
heavily on a jump on the second stage, 
damaging the car and losing boost, and 
then losing brakes. Despite this, the pair 
was only 27sec back from the lead at 
the fi rst service. They would only run a 
few more stages before parking their car 
with driveline problems.
 “We led from the fi rst stage, 
and spun and lost time on the fourth 
stage, and then got back on track,” said 
L’Estage. “We didn’t make any other 
mistakes for the rest of the day and it’s 

a great way to start the season. I don’t 
know [why we’re so successful]. Things 
are clicking and it works.”
 For Nathalie Richard, the Rallye 
Perce Neige is her 100th career start, 
a fact that makes the win even more 
gratifying.
 “We both really wanted to come 
here and win this one,” said Richard. 
“These weren’t easy conditions, and it’s 
a great way to start the season. We’re 
just doing what we’re doing and it seems 
to work.”
 Podium regular Leo Urlichich 
and co-driver Carl Williamson got off to 
a rough start. Timing mistakes on the 
fi rst few stages led to six minutes in 
penalties, and the pair were pushing to 
make up time and positions – perhaps 
a bit too hard. A spin on a fast straight 
damaged the back end of the car, but 
the two were luckily able to continue. 
Incredibly, between a fast pace and 
misfortunes of rivals, the pair were able 
to climb up the order, fi nishing second 
overall.
 “It is amazing. We tried hard,” 
said Urlichich. “Everyone made mistakes, 
the car had a few problems, I defi nitely 
made mistakes, Carl unfortunately made 
a mistake, but we all fought back for a 

second place on the podium.”
 Sylvain and Simon Vincent, who 
were aiming for a top fi ve fi nish, also 
benefi tted from other’s troubles, and the 
veteran was well aware of what strategy 
leads to success.
 “You have to pace yourself 
at a rally like this,” said Sylvain at the 
midday service stop. “It’s such a long 
event, you need to make sure you don’t 
get too tired, too early. You can lose 
concentration and make mistakes.” 
 A mistake is exactly what 
destroyed the podium hopes for Bruno 
Carre/Yvan Joyal. The pair rolled late in 
the rally, and though they managed to 
fi nish, they dropped from second overall 
to eighth. That allowed Sylvain Vincent 
to move up to third overall, earning 
valuable points towards his goal to rank 
in the top ten lifetime driver rankings.
 “I was aiming for a top fi ve, 
as that would be perfect,” said Sylvain. 
“It means good points, which is really 
important! It is really hard with the 
competition we have, to get into the top 
fi ve at a gravel event, but on ice and 
snow, it is a bit easier.”
 In Two Wheel Drive, a battle 
appeared to be brewing early on 
between the team of Peter Kochandrle/

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Andrew Harvey
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Angela Cosner, and Thierry Menegoz/
Guillaume Bechard. After two stages, 
the teams were just 0.1sec apart. 
However, Menegoz struggled to fi nd 
grip and dropped down the order before 
retiring. Kochandrle took advantage of 
his growing lead and lessened pressure 
to open a lead of more than 20min over 
his closest competitor.
 “Everything was great until the 
last four stages. I had my fi rst fl at on 
stage, and a bit of an off, but someone 
helped us out. Then we got stuck behind 
a car and followed for a while and then 
backed off, and then they spun and 
backed right into us, breaking one of 
our lights,” said Kochandrle. “We came 
here to set some points in place for 
the year and try to build things for this 
year and maybe run the North American 
championship. The guys at Open Road 
Motorsports have been awesome, and 
they’ve really looked after us.”
 The Rallye Perce Neige is the 
fi rst round of the six-event Canadian 
Rally Championship, and was made 
up of 16 stages, totalling 248km of 
competitive distance. Canada’s only true 
winter rally, roads are covered in ice 
and snow, but teams are forbidden from 
using studded tyres, requiring a smooth 

hand at the wheel for a driver to be 
successful.
 “The roads are fantastic. 
Tortue is already the biggest challenge 
in Canadian rally, just to make it to the 
end is an accomplishment,” said Sylvain 
Erickson, Clerk of the Course. “This year, 
teams had to do it twice. The speed of 
the guys was really great, everything 
worked out to be very impressive.”
 The Canadian Rally 
Championship comprises six events held 
nationwide in a season that extends 
from February to November. The 
series is presented by Subaru Canada, 
supported by Yokohama Tire Canada 
and features contingency programs from 
Subaru Canada and Mitsubishi Canada. 
The Canadian Association of Rallysport 
(CARS) is the offi cial sanctioning body 
for rallying in Canada.

Rallye Perce Neige Final Classifi cation:
01) A. L’Estage/N. Richard 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X – 02h 45m 18.8s
02) L. Urlichich/C. Williamson 
      Subaru Impreza – 02h 53m 56.0s
03) S. Vincent/S. Vincent 
      Subaru Impreza – 02h 59m 11.5s
04) M. Dube/E. Losier 
      Subaru Impreza WRX STI – 03h 01m 01.2s
05) S. Losier/B. Maxwell 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VIII – 03h 02m 43.7s
06) J. Levac/S. Lewis 
      Subaru Impreza – 03h 02m 58.8s
07) S. Hobbs/J-M. Tremblay 
      Subaru Impreza – 03h 03m 38.9s
08) Bruno Carre/Y. Joyal 
      Subaru Impreza – 03h 04m 17.2s
09) W. Haywood/J. Hall 
      Subaru Impreza – 03h 15m 07.9s
10) M. Rochefort-Laframboise/J. Milette 
      Subaru Impreza – 03h 17m 47.0s
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Norway’s Rally Finnskog played host to a number of rally crews in preparation Norway’s Rally Finnskog played host to a number of rally crews in preparation 
for the upcoming WRC Rally Sweden. The snow and ice, with the classic snow for the upcoming WRC Rally Sweden. The snow and ice, with the classic snow 
banks, made for exciting rally action. Unsurprisingly, Mikko Hirvonen (Citroën banks, made for exciting rally action. Unsurprisingly, Mikko Hirvonen (Citroën 
Total World Rally Team) was the fastest driver present and claimed the overall Total World Rally Team) was the fastest driver present and claimed the overall 
victory. This stands the Finn in good stead for his second WRC rally for his new victory. This stands the Finn in good stead for his second WRC rally for his new 
employers.employers.
Picture by Citroën Racing.Picture by Citroën Racing.


