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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Ostberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally?  Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally?  White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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OPENING 
SHOTSHOT
Nasser Al-Attiyah had a WRC Rally Sweden weekend that he Nasser Al-Attiyah had a WRC Rally Sweden weekend that he 
would rather forget. We think it is the size of his watch weighing would rather forget. We think it is the size of his watch weighing 
down his arm...down his arm...
Picture by Citroën Racing.Picture by Citroën Racing.



START RAMP



A new season brings with it exciting 
new challenges. In the heady rush 
to build and prepare rally cars for 
the eight-round 2012 South African 
Rally Championship, the Total 
Rally offers competitors and rally 
enthusiasts a tantalising treat of 
intense action, spectacular stages 
and KwaZulu-Natal’s renowned 
hospitality.
 Renamed the Total Rally for 
2012, this the perennial season-opening 
favourite on the rally calendar, Total 
South Africa and event organisers the 
Natal Motorcycle and Car Club (NMCC) 
combined their resources and worked 
feverishly over the past several months 
to host what will be a memorable event. 
This the 54th edition of this rally, and 
the fourth sponsored by Total South 
Africa, the event boasts an all-new 
Super Special Stage in the heart of 
Durban with a total of 16 technical 
stages and 196km of high-speed rallying 
over two days.
 Taking place from 23 to 24 
March, the Total Rally’s Day One (Friday 
23 March) will see crews tackle fi ve 
gravel stages in and around Scottburgh 
before returning to Durban for the Super 
Special Stage. These six stages comprise 
71km of timed competition.
 Day Two dawns early with a 
return to the Scottburgh region for nine 
demanding speed tests in the sugar cane 
fi elds before making its way to Durban 
for a repeat of the Super Special Stage. 

The 16 stages, 196km of rally action and 
435km total distance will undoubtedly 
serve as a true test of mettle for both 
car and crew in KwaZulu-Natal.
The Total Rally once again features a 
timed Shakedown on the morning of 
Day One where starting positions will 
be determined for the opening leg of 
the rally. The fi ve fastest crews from 
Shakedown will be reversed for the start 
order, so that the fastest car will start 
fi fth and the fi fth fastest will start fi rst 
on the road. The treacherously slippery 
nature of the gravel stages will see 
crews employ tactics to secure the best 
possible start position.
 The all-new Super Special 
Stage runs through the heart of Durban 
along Argyle Road, around Kings Park 
Pool complex and alongside the beautiful 
Moses Mabhida Stadium. What sets this 
stage apart from other such stages is 
that it will see rally cars battle it out 
head-to-head against each other and the 
stopwatch in a thrilling white-knuckle 
dash for the fi nish line.
 Spokesperson for Total South 
Africa, Nadia Vosloo, commented: 
“This year’s event promises to be more 
spectator friendly than ever, and we 
have gone to extra lengths to improve 
spectator safety too. Our aim, apart 
from making this a fantastic weekend 
of motorsport for KwaZulu-Natal, is a 
safety conscious fi rst attitude.”
 “As the fi rst event of each new 
season, we aim to set the standard 
high for the remainder of the year,” said 
Clerk of the Course Richard Vaughn. 
“We are changing the format for this 

year to create an even better rally 
for all involved, in that the event’s 
marshals will now be controlled by a 
Stage Commander, similar to in the 
World Rally Championship. Each stage 
will be run independently by the Stage 
Commanders to improve the safety, 
effi ciency and professionalism of the 
event.”
Vaughn continued: “The Super Special 
Stage on Friday night and Saturday 
afternoon will be a nail-biting contest, 
pitting cars directly against one another 
on a course that runs in the same 
direction. The fans and drivers will love 
this!”
Spectators will be entertained on the 
rally stages by the best rally crews in 
South Africa, and the organisers have 
also arranged for a host of activities to 
keep spectators entertained between 
stage action. Brian Capper, South 
Africa’s ten-times SuperMoto Champion, 
will wow the crowds with his two-
wheeled stunt and trials antics at the 
start and fi nish of the event.
 Vosloo added: “Skydivers, fi re-
eaters, live music and food stalls, along 
with Brian Capper’s amazing motorcycle 
stunts, will be available at the Super 
Special Stage. It will be a festival 
atmosphere, fun for the entire family 
and safe for all the children too. We will 
erect grand stands along the course of 
the Super Special Stage for this purpose, 
giving all spectators good views of the 
unfolding rally action. To see the rally 
cars racing around the spectacular Moses 
Mabhida Stadium will be a thrill!”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Motorpics
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When Ford World Rally Team’s 
Jari- Matti Latvala and Miika Anttila 
fi nished this past weekend’s 
WRC Rally Sweden, they did so to 
convincingly claim the winners’ 
trophies!
 This victory is Ford’s sixth 
consecutive at this event and remarkably 
M-Sport’s 50th win for Ford.
 It was Latvala’s second win 
in Sweden, and it came despite his 
comfortable lead being slashed when 
he hit a rogue rock and punctured a 
tyre with just two more speed tests 

remaining before the fi nish. Team-mates 
Petter Solberg and Chris Patterson 
fi nished fourth in another Fiesta RS 
WRC, losing a potential podium position 
when they hit the same rock, with the 
same outcome.
 Latvala stamped his mark 
on the rally from the fi rst moment, 
by setting fastest time in Thursday’s 
qualifying. It enabled the 26-year-old 
to select a start position well down the 
running order, to obtain better conditions 
after the loose snow was swept away.
 He built a 16.8sec during 
Friday’s opening leg and stretched his 
advantage over former team-mate Mikko 
Hirvonen to 23.0sec on Day Two, after 

shrewd management of the stud wear 
on his Michelin tyres. He extended his 
lead to 35.6sec during Day Three’s fi nal 
leg, before hitting an exposed rock in the 
rutted snow and ice and puncturing the 
front right tyre.
 The lead was cut to just 8.4sec, 
but fastest time under extreme pressure 
in the penultimate stage allowed him to 
pull clear again.  It was Latvala’s ninth 
stage win of the rally.
 “Four years ago I won my 
fi rst world rally here and became the 
youngest driver to do so,” he said. “To 
come back and win for a second time is 
very special. After retiring from the fi rst 
round last month, I was under heavy 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: WorldRallyPics
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pressure to do well. After making a 
mistake and hitting a rock, I knew I had 
to summon some extra speed and attack 
hard through the penultimate stage. 
 “It feels like a heavy weight 
has been lifted from my shoulders.  I’ve 
learned to stay calm when things go 
wrong and that paid dividends today.  
I knew Mikko would attack hard this 
morning so I was wide awake and ready 
for it. I had a comfortable lead before 
everything changed with just two stages 
to go, but I kept my cool,” he added.
 On the podium, in third place 
overall, and his second successive such 
performance at this event, was Ford 
Fiesta RS WRC privateer Mads Ostberg 

and co-driver Jonas Andersson.
 Ford World Rally Team director 
Malcolm Wilson was delighted with the 
landmark victory for the Ford/M-Sport 
partnership. “Jari-Matti dominated 
from start to fi nish. We had a scare 
towards the end.  This morning we were 
concerned that he drove so fast when he 
had a big lead, but given what happened 
this afternoon, it’s a good job he did. 
It’s a milestone victory for the team and 
with the confi dence he has in the car, 
I’m sure there will be more to come,” he 
said.
 Ford of Europe motorsport 
chief Gerard Quinn said: “A victory and 
seven cars in the top 10 represents a 

great weekend for Ford. Jari-Matti was 
in control from the very beginning and 
even when he received a setback this 
afternoon, he was strong enough to 
recover and seal the win. Petter drove 
well and his speed with a new car so 
early in the season bodes well for the 
future.” H&H



SERVICE PARK



The Volkswagen factory team 
successfully concluded its test outing in 
the Rally Sweden and gained valuable 
experience for future rallies with the Polo 
R WRC. Sebastien Ogier and his co-
driver Julien Ingrassia took Class victory 
with their Skoda Fabia S2000; their 
team-mates Andreas Mikkelsen and Ola 
Floene clinched third place. 
 With more than 200,000 
spectators looking on, the teams 
regularly left more powerful WRC cars 
trailing in their wake on the way to 11th 
and 14th in the overall standings. 
 “Sébastien Ogier and Andreas 
Mikkelsen effectively controlled the 
Super 2000 Class and were not only 
fast in the process, but also drove very 

reliably and within their limits – our two 
Fabias ran without problems, so many 
thanks to our team also for the excellent 
work,” said Volkswagen Motorsport boss 
Kris Nissen. 
 Said Ogier: “That was a very 
good rally for us. I’m very happy with 
our class win. The conditions on the 
stages were better than expected and 
it was great fun to drive here. Our pace 
was very good and because our team 
mates were also very fast the rally was 
interesting and informative for the entire 
team. After all is said and done and it 
was also the fi rst rally on snow and ice 
with spiked tyres for our team.”
 The 22-year old current 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) 
Champion Andreas Mikkelsen enjoyed 
the stages through his Norwegian 
homeland on Friday and was able to 

match his team mate’s pace throughout, 
before losing valuable time and a near 
certain second position in the Class after 
suffering a puncture on SS22.  
 “My second rally with 
Volkswagen was a very, very good 
experience – it was obviously a great 
shame to lose second place within sight 
of the fi nish,” said Mikkelsen. “Our fi rst 
event together last year was the fi rst 
WRC rally for the team. It was great 
to see just how much the team has 
developed since then. The teamwork is 
fabulous. When compared with the IRC 
events you must change your approach 
a little in the WRC. The rallies are longer, 
but at the same time you have fewer 
opportunities during the service breaks. 
You can’t drive so uncompromisingly, but 
want to be just as fast.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Volkswagen Motorsport
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The World Rally Championship is 
the pinnacle of the sport we love. 
The cars, the drivers, the engineers, 
the designers, the mechanics: all 
involved in this series are at the top 
of their fi elds too.
 The Rally Sweden is 
undoubtedly one of the toughest rallies 
on world rallying’s calendar, and this 
also proved to be a testing event for 
mechanics and team support personnel 

working the freezing conditions.
 The brilliant website 
http://www.bestofrallylive.com went 
beind-the-scenes to investigate and 
understand what it takes to work in 
these conditions...
 Best-of-RallyLive met with 
Laurent, the guy in charge of the DS3 
WRC’s gearboxes. He was involved 
from the start with French team’s WRC 
campaign.
 “The conditions in which we 
work have evolved signifi cantly in the 
space of 10 years,” said Laurent. “Today, 

we work on the cars in closed, well-
heated tents. We also lay a wooden fl oor 
instead of the plastic sheeting we used 
in the past. So that’s more comfortable, 
too.
 “Citroën has always provided us 
with appropriate clothing, but this year 
we have the added benefi t of boots with 
heated soles, so that’s nice. Before, we 
used to stuff them with newspaper to 
keep our feet warm.
 “Our work is a little more 
complex here, if only because of all the 
bulky clothing we have to wear. Even 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Citroën
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so, we soon forget the cold when the 
cars come into service and we don’t 
take any longer to do the different jobs. 
On Saturday, for example, we changed 
a gearbox and clutch assembly in the 
same time as we do on other rallies.
 “At each service halt, we 
begin by removing the ice that has 
built up under the cars [between 10 
and 20kg!], but that doesn’t take any 
longer than removing mud from the cars 
on, say, Rally GB. In Sweden, the cars 
are actually fi tted with less underbody 
protective shielding than on gravel. They 

are nearly in asphalt trim!”
 Laurent remembers working 
for the team in 2004, the year 
Sebastien Loeb won the event, when 
the thermometer dipped to -37°C. The 
conditions were marginally warmer 
when the test team mechanics had 
to cope with -30°C while they were 
here last week, before looking after 
Hirvonen’s car on the Rally Finnskog. 
The WRC mechanics who are here this 
weekend will be back in the cosily warm 
workshops in Vélizy, France, putting the 
fi nishing touches to the DS3 WRCs that 

will compete in Mexico.” H&H



PARC FERME



This past weekend’s WRC Rally 
Sweden was action-packed. 
Once the top fi ve positions of the 
leaderboard had settled down on 
Day Two, there was more action 
further down the fi eld than at the 
head of it.

 In the same way Citroën Racing 
and Sebastien Loeb dominate an event, 
so has Jari-Matti Latvala and Ford this 
weekend.
 Winning in fi ne form to 
claim his second win here, Ford’s 
sixth consecutive victory here, it was 
M-Sport and Ford’s 50th win since their 
partnership began in 1997.
 It wasn’t a straightforward run 

to the fi nish line for Latvala though, as 
he survived a scary puncture only two 
stages from the fi nish. Latvala started 
Day Three with a 23 second lead over 
Citroën Total World Rally Team’s Mikko 
Hirvonen, and Latvala managed to 
increase that to over 30 seconds. It was 
on SS22 of 2 that Latvala hit a rock to 
puncture his front-right tyre that saw his 
lead slashed to only eight seconds.

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: WorldRallyPics, Citroën
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 He regained his composure and 
stretched his lead to 16.6 seconds at the 
conclusion of the rally.
 In a bizarre moment, Latvala’s 
team-mate Petter Solberg struck the 
same rock. Solberg suffered a puncture 
too, but with a two-way battle for third 
position, Solberg dropped from third to 
fourth at the end of the rally.
 “It is amazing,” said Latvala. 
“Four years ago I won this rally and now 
I got it again. The fi rst time I won this 
rally I became the youngest ever winner 
of a World Championship rally and beat 
my hero Henri Toivonen’s record. It’s 
fantastic to win it again.
 “We got a lot of pressure after 
Monte and I felt the pressure coming 
to this event,” said Latvala. “This has 

taken a lot of pressure out of the coming 
events. I think we’re really going to 
challenge Citroen. We’re working very 
hard.”
 Second place fi nisher Hirvonen 
was pleased with his performance, but 
knew that Mads Ostberg (Adapta Ford 
World Rally Team) was breathing down 
hard on his neck.
 “It’s not too bad,” said 
Hirvonen. “I think we learned a lot this 
weekend. Okay, I really did want to win 
this rally for the team, but Jari-Matti 
was very strong this weekend. We had a 
fantastic fi ght and I really enjoyed it, but 
it’s second this time.”
 Ostberg and Solberg’s run for 
the fi nish was entrhalling, and it is clear 
that Solberg and Ostberg are evenly 

matched now.
 “Third place this time is like 
second place last time, it’s a very good 
result,” said Ostberg. “I was not able 
to fi ght Jari-Matti and Mikko this year. 
There’s only one posiiton left on the 
podium [fi rst] and we’ll try to get that 
next year.”
 Reigning WRC Champion 
Sebastien Loeb (Citroën Total World 
Rally Team) retained the Championship 
lead by fi nishing sixth and winning 
the Power Stage’s three bonus points. 
The Frenchman suffered a nightmare 
weekend, but his clmb up the 
leaderboard was rewarded with those 
vital points. Pipping the World Champion 
to fi fth overall was Evgeniy Novikov 
(ALM Russia Ford Rally Team), who 



drove to another impressive fi fth place 
this season.
 The remainder of the top ten 
was occupied by Henning Solberg (Go 
Fast Energy M-Sport World Rally Team), 
Patrick Sandell (Sweden World Rally 
Team) in eighth in his debut in a MINI 
John Cooper Works WRC, Martin Prokop 
(Czech World Rally Team) in a Ford 
Fiesta RS WRC and Ostberg’s team-mate 
Eyvind Brynildsen in tenth.
 “Overall it was a perfect 
weekend for me,” said Sandell. “It’s been 
absolutely fabulous. I really like this 
car. It’s fantastic to drive. We’ve been 
adapting step by step and now we are 
setting good times.”
 Just outside the top 10, the 
intra-team battle between Volkswagen 

Motorsport Skoda duo Sebastien Ogier 
and Andreas Mikkelsen was emphatically 
resolved in the former’s favour when 
Mikkelsen picked up a puncture on the 
same SS22 rock as the works Fords.
 The biggest drama of the 
weekend befell Loeb. He made a shock 
mistake early on SS7 and lost two 
minutes extricating his Citroen from a 
snow bank. He surged back from 11th to 
seventh at the end of Day One and then 
to sixth by the fi nish.

WRC Rally Sweden Final Classifi cation:
01) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC - 03h 18m 28.3s
02) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 16.6s
03) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 38.8s
04) P. Solberg/C. Patterson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 14.3s
05) E. Novikov/D. Giraudet
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 02m 41.4s
06) S. Loeb/D. Elena
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 02m 55.1s
07) H. Solberg/I. Minor
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 03m 49.5s
08) P. Sandell/S. Parmander
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 05m 08.9s
09) M. Prokop/R. Hruza
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 05m 30.0s
10) E. Brynildsen/C. Menkerud
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 06m 27.2s

H&H





CLOSINGCLOSING
SHOTSHOT

Belgian rally ace Thierry Neuville has take the world of rallying by storm. In his Belgian rally ace Thierry Neuville has take the world of rallying by storm. In his 
relatively short career, from his fi rst international event in the Intercontinental relatively short career, from his fi rst international event in the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge (IRC) series, to now have an opportunity to compete as part of Rally Challenge (IRC) series, to now have an opportunity to compete as part of 
the Citroën Junior team. His WRC Rally Sweden wasn’t his best performance, the Citroën Junior team. His WRC Rally Sweden wasn’t his best performance, 
and the jury is still out on the media hype he has created in rallying is true.and the jury is still out on the media hype he has created in rallying is true.
Picture by Citroën Racing.Picture by Citroën Racing.


