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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
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precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
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that may arise therefrom.
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Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
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Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
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OPENING 
SHOTSHOT
Bruno Magalhaes and his Peugeot 207 S2000 competed in this Bruno Magalhaes and his Peugeot 207 S2000 competed in this 
past weekend’s IRC SATA Rallye Azores. Unfortunately, his rally past weekend’s IRC SATA Rallye Azores. Unfortunately, his rally 
came to an abrupt (and expensive) end with this crash. He and came to an abrupt (and expensive) end with this crash. He and 
co-driver walked away unharmed, thankfully.co-driver walked away unharmed, thankfully.
Picture by Eva Kovkova.Picture by Eva Kovkova.
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The FIA and the World Rally 
Championship seem to have got 
their act together over recent 
weeks, but there hasn’t been 
enough mention of this in the media 
of late.
 I will be fi rst to state the good 
work done by the FIA in its drive to 
restore WRC to its rightful place atop 
the mantlepiece of world motorsport. 
The governing body has brought some 
certainty to the global television rights 
and other commercial and marketing 
elements for the 2012 season.
 Ten rounds of the WRC 
(with two of the thirteen events 
already completed), have signed an 
agreement with the FIA to see that the 
Championship’s website 
http://www.wrc.com and other 
marketing initiatives managed by the 
FIA-appointed suppliers goes ahead.

A bit of recap of this:
The necessity for the agreement 

with WRC event organisers comes 
after the FIA terminated its contract 
with the previous WRC promoters 
and broadcast rights’ holders, North 
One Sport in January, following the 
company being placed in administration 
and consequently failing to deliver its 
contractual obligations.
 Immediately prior to January’s 
WRC Rally Monte Carlo, the FIA 
confi rmed its commitment to ensure 
all the 2012 events would be provided 
with the WRC’s highly-regarded timing 
and tracking services. At short notice 
Monte Carlo’s television production and 
broadcasts were provided by Eurosport 
while, in February, Rally Sweden had to 
organise its own television production. 
The new agreement allows the FIA to 
negotiate television production and 
broadcast distribution on behalf of all 
remaining 2012 events.
 
Speaking on behalf of WRC Brother Rally 
of New Zealand, Peter ‘PJ” Johnston 
said: “We are very pleased to see 
a sound outcome from the present 
situation as the FIA takes the reins. With 

their coordination of the television media 
services, facilities and distribution, we 
can feel confi dent that the 2012 FIA 
World Rally Championship will continue 
to run to its usual high standards.”
 Johnston went on to state 
that the FIA-coordinated agreement 
highlights the clear value that the FIA 
sees in the World Rally Championship, 
a series regarded as second only to 
Formula 1 in world motorsport.
 Also, the FIA has confi rmed 
that it has signed an agreement with 
Stage 1 Technology for the provision of 
timing and tracking for the remainder of 
the 2012 FIA World Rally Championship 
season. This service provides important 
safety tracking of the cars during the 
entire event – both on and off the 
stages – and timing to a thousandth 
of a second, required for the all-new 
qualifying stage. The timing service 
will continue to be available on the 
championship’s offi cial website, 
http://www.wrc.com.
 The WRC heads to Mexico next 
weekend.

Words: Evan Rothman
Picture: Citroën Racing
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M-Sport is pleased to announce an 
exciting new award for this year’s 
FIA WRC Academy. Following 
an impressive showing from a 
number of drivers with limited WRC 
experience in the feeder series’ 
inaugural season, the 2012 edition 
will see the best-placed rookie 
receive a test in a Ford Fiesta S2000 
with expert tuition from one of 
M-Sport’s WRC drivers.
 One contributing factor to 
success in the WRC is experience, and 
M-Sport is keen to reward those with 
limited familiarity of competition on the 
world stage. Pre-event preparation, on-
event pressures, media know-how – the 
WRC Academy is dedicated to equipping 
the world’s most promising young 

drivers with all of these skills, but they 
all take time to develop over time.
 The award will be eligible to 
all competitors who did not register for 
a round of the WRC Academy in 2011; 
with the highest placed of those drivers 
in the fi nal standings claiming the 
sought-after prize.
 The recipient will receive a test 
in M-Sport’s second global rally car, and 
the next step on Ford and M-Sport’s 
‘Ladder of Opportunity’ after the Ford 
Fiesta R2, the Ford Fiesta S2000. 
Boasting an impressive history – with 
victory on its competitive debut at the 
2010 Rallye Monte-Carlo and the S-WRC 
Championship laurels in its inaugural 
season – the Ford Fiesta S2000 is 
currently leading the S-WRC in the 
hands of the 2011 FIA WRC Academy 
Champion, Craig Breen.
 M-Sport Managing Director, 

Malcolm Wilson OBE said: “The [FIA 
WRC] Academy is a great series with 
a fantastic prize which attracts a lot 
of very talented young drivers. But 
unfortunately, there can be only one 
winner. Considering the difference 
experience can make in the WRC, we 
[M-Sport] wanted to make sure that 
those drivers who impress with limited 
experience are also rewarded.
 “For those contesting the [WRC] 
Academy, the [Ford] Fiesta S2000 is the 
next step on Ford and M-Sport’s ‘Ladder 
of Opportunity’, and the test we are 
offering will certainly help the winner 
develop their driving. Not only will they 
have the chance to test the car, but they 
will also receive one-to-one tuition from 
one of our top WRC drivers.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: M-Sport
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Scuderia Fiat’s driver Claudio Menzi 
took victory in the Argentinean Rally 
Championship’s season-opener, the 
Rally de las Sierras Chicas, on board 
the recently unveiled Fiat Palio Maxi 
Rally that made its offi cial debut in 
tough competition in the province of 
Córdoba.
 Menzi won the fi rst event of the 
season for the second year in a row and 
once again he rounded up a solid job to 
leave behind Baratec’s Paraguayan Diego 
Domínguez (KIA) by 55.7sec and his 
team-mate Miguel Baldoni (Volkswagen), 
who came more than 02min 30sec adrift.
 But fi rstly, Menzi had to battle 
against Federico Villagra (Ford) during 
a rough Saturday’s leg with action 
taking place through the well-known 
Ascochinga-La Cumbre and La Cumbre-
Agua de Oro stages. “I’ve never run in 

such gruelling conditions like the ones 
we had to face in Ascochinga,” reckoned 
Menzi.
 Menzi and Villagra rose as the 
main protagonists on Saturday as they 
were able to set a pace quite impossible 
to match by their opponents. They 
exchanged positions at the top of the 
standings in three occasions and they 
never were more than 04sec apart form 
one another.
 However, on SS7, the last test 
in the fi rst leg, Villagra went off the road 
and damaged a wheel to lose 02min and 
dropped to sixth place. Eventually, “El 
Coyote” would retire during the second 
leg.
 On Sunday, Menzi had no 
diffi culties to manage his lead over the 
rest of the fi eld with Villagra off the 
pace and he even widened the gap over 
Domínguez and Baldoni to then clinch 
his second victory with Scuderia Fiat in 
the Argentine Rally Championship.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture:  Argentin Rally Champ’ship
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ARC Rally de las Sierras Chicas Standings:
01) C. Menzi/D. Cagnotti
       Fiat - 01h 50m 51.1s
02) D. Dominguez/E. Galindo
       KIA + 55.7s
03) M. Baldoni/G. Franchello
       Volkswagen + 02m 36.8s
04) A. Marchetto/M. Bazan
       Mitsubishi + 03m 34.9s
05) R. Pereyra/P. Sciangula
       Mitsubishi + 04m 22.5s
06) E. Tasca/M. Falvo
       Mitsubishi + 04m 38.8s
07) J. Gomez/D. Farias
       Subaru + 05m 00.0s
08) J. Gil De Marchi/M. Albornoz
       Chevrolet + 05m 15.9s
09) A. Rossi/M. Aranguren
       Mitsubishi + 05m 36.4s
10) C. Cataldo/G. Andreu
       Mitsubishi + 06m 43.4s

http://www.colinmcrae.com/vision.asp
http://www.colinmcrae.com/vision.asp
http://www.colinmcrae.com/vision.asp


The 2012 BP Volkswagen Rally 
team is a sharply focused and 
refreshed team, ready to do battle 
on the country’s stages aiming at 
another championship title for the 
Volkswagen brand. With an enviable 
record of six consecutive national 
rally titles in the S2000 class, the 
team has set the standard for all 
others to follow.
 Since the fi rst championship 
title in 2005, there has been a huge 
shift in the technology used in the rally 
circuit and these changes are refl ected 
in the design and construction of the 
new Volkswagen Polo S2000 rally car. 
Technology and design can only go so 
far, the team responsible for running 
the vehicles – and for competing on the 
stages – is a vital component for overall 
success.
 The base for this onslaught 
is BP Volkswagen Rally team stalwarts 
Enzo Kuun and Guy Hodgson and Hergen 

Fekken and Pierre Arries. The 2011 
season saw Kuun and Hodgson campaign 
to fourth place overall with Fekken and 
Arries in eighth.
 This quad of competitors have 
been a part of the BP Volkswagen rally 
team since before the creation of the 
S2000 class in South Africa and have 
proved themselves under the toughest 
conditions on numerous occasions. They 
have claimed four national championship 
titles, two each, in 2006, 2008, 2009 
and 2010. Fekken and Arries claimed 
consecutive titles in 2008 and 2009. 
 Newcomers to the South 
African Volkswagen Rally camp are Hans 
Weijs Jnr and Bjorn Degandt. The pair 
will contest the third BP Volkswagen 
Polo S2000 and will regularly travel to 
South Africa to compete in the national 
championship.
 “The inclusion of Hans and 
Bjorn in the Volkswagen rally team 
comes as part of the Volkswagen 
Group’s young driver recruitment 
programme,” says Mike Rowe, head of 
Volkswagen Motorsport. “This creates 

a perfect opportunity for Volkswagen 
Motorsport in South Africa to link in with 
the recruitment programme and help 
us to strengthen our relationship with 
Germany.”
 Weijs and Degandt are no 
strangers to the rally scene. The 
pair brings a wealth of talent and 
experience to the BP Volkswagen rally 
team and should provide a great deal 
of entertainment for rally fans. Weijs 
entered a motorsport talent search at 17 
years of age back in 2004 and has since 
been named as one of Holland’s biggest 
names in rallying – in 2008 he became 
the fi rst Dutch driver ever to claim a 
point in the WRC.
 “I am delighted that our 
relationship with Volkswagen South 
Africa Motorsport has enabled us to not 
only exchange technical expertise but 
also the best of our young talent such 
as Hans and Bjorn,” said Kris Nissen, 
Director: Volkswagen Motorsport.
 With a three-car line up for the 
2012 season – and the new Volkswagen 
Polo S2000 raring to go – the rally 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Motorpics
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season is set to be a welcome return 
to form for the team as they mount a 
challenge to re-claim the national title. 
 The Volkswagen team will 
not only compete in the S2000 class, 
there is a new category of competition 
available, the S2000 Challenge. Gugu 
Zulu and Carl Peskin will move into 
the new category, campaigning in the 
Volkswagen Polo Vivo S2000. The pair 
has rallied together in the A7 and S1600 
classes and now makes the move into 
the newly-created Challenge class.
 “South Africa has not focused 
its attention on nurturing young talent,” 
says Rowe. “This is something we are 
embarking on from this season by 
using our old cars and keeping them 
in service. This will help us to keep 
developing young talent and ensure they 
are ready for top-fl ight competition when 
the current drivers retire from national 
competition. The S2000 challenge is an 
opportunity for younger competitors to 
compete near the top level of the sport 
in South Africa, at a reduced cost which 
can help make rally a more attractive 

form of motorsport.
 “Look at the current average 
age of the S2000 starting line-up and 
you will see it is older than the WRC 
grid,” says Rowe. “We need to fast-track 
youngsters in the sport to guarantee the 
future.
 “The steps we are taking 
now are aimed at the future of rally, 
and what it will mean to South African 
motorsport to the coming generations of 
competitors.”
 Outside of the S2000 Challenge 
class the BP Volkswagen colours will also 
be found on the S1600 entry of Megan 
Verlaque and Hilton Auffray. The BP 
Volkswagen Polo Vivo has been upgraded 
to R2 specifi cation and now features a 
sequential gearbox.
 Verlaque is in her second 
year of the Volkswagen Motorsport 
development programme that sees 
competitors identifi ed and then nurtured 
for a two-season period before moving 
on to their own rally endeavours.
 “The S2000 Challenge has 
been created as a platform to enable 

privateers to rally in a highly competitive 
environment and we will be helping 
them to run cars in this category,” says 
Rowe. “There is one BP Volkswagen Polo 
Vivo entry and two privateer cars for the 
class this year. These are all previous 
generation Volkswagen Polo Vivo S2000 
rally cars – proven championship 
winners which are well-tested and 
reliable on the national rally scene.
 In terms of sponsorship, the 
Volkswagen Motorsport rally efforts 
will receive the backing of numerous 
sponsors, three of which are major 
sponsors for the team. The fi rst is the 
headline sponsor BP which has been with 
the team since the start of the S2000 
category – making this the ninth year of 
competition with Volkswagen Motorsport.
 The two other main sponsors 
for the team are Esteq and Castrol who 
will have their logos carried prominently 
on the BP and Volkswagen-liveried 
Volkswagen Polo S2000 rally cars. H&H
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Andreas Mikkelsen began the 
defence of his Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge (IRC) title in 
perfect style by confi rming a start-
to-fi nish victory in the 47th SATA 
Rally Azores in Ponta Delgada on 
Saturday. This the opening round of 
the sixth IRC season, was a thrilling 
battle between the rally aces.
 Mikkelsen and fellow Norwegian 
co-driver Ola Fløene fended off a 
determined challenge from last year’s 
event winner Juho Hänninen to seal 
victory in their Škoda Fabia S2000 by 
the margin of 25.1sec after 13 special 
stages, held over three days, on the 
Azorean island of São Miguel.
 Hänninen, the 2010 IRC 
champion made it a one-two for Skoda 

with his second place overall, while 
Bryan Bouffi er was the top Peugeot 
207 S2000 fi nisher in third. Local 
hero Ricardo Moura, in sixth, took top 
honours in the IRC Production Cup with 
Paulo Maciel claiming victory in the IRC 
2WD Cup.
 “It’s a perfect start to the 
season for Skoda UK and I am delighted 
for the whole team,” said Mikkelsen, who 
clinched a third successive IRC win since 
Scotland last year and won ten of the 
13 speed tests. “It has been a big fi ght. 
Juho kept me on my toes all the way.”
 Mikkelsen’s performance, which 
extends his run of victories in the IRC 
to three in a row after he won the 2011 
season-closing rounds in Scotland and 
Cyprus – a new IRC record – earned him 
the prestigious Colin McRae IRC Flat Out 
Trophy, awarded to the driver whose 
heroics behind the wheel best embody 

the spirit of the rallying legend.
 Hänninen started the event 
as one of the favourites for victory but 
a costly spin on Friday morning meant 
he had to settle for second best in his 
factory-run Fabia.
 “We came here for the victory 
but it was not good enough to stop 
Andreas,” said the Finn, the most 
successful driver in the history of the 
IRC. “Andreas made no mistake, I made 
a big one – he made a good rally and 
deserved his victory.”
 The French duo of Bryan 
Bouffi er and Xavier Panseri were never 
able to match the pair of fl ying Skodas, 
but the Peugeot France-backed crew 
fi nished a comfortable third overall in 
their 207 S2000. “I have learned a lot in 
a really positive way and a podium is not 
so bad,” said Bouffi er.
 The Frenchman was embroiled 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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in a close fi ght for the fi nal podium 
spot with fellow Peugeot 207 S2000 
driver Bruno Magalhães until the 
Portuguese ace crashed out on Day 
Two. It left Frenchman Bouffi er to take 
a comfortable third overall. “To be on 
the podium on the opening round is very 
good and thanks to Peugeot for a really 
good car for this race,” he said.
 Sepp Wiegand and Hermann 
Gassner Jr. resumed their frantic tussle 
for fourth and fi fth overall on Day Three. 
An engine stall had pushed Wiegand 
behind his rival on Friday afternoon 
and Gassner returned the favour on the 
fi rst stage of Day Three, as fractions of 
a second separated the German Škoda 
duo.
 A crucial soft compound tyre 
choice gave Wiegand the advantage in 
the 11th stage and the youngster held 
on to take fourth place by 1m 03.6sec, 
once Gassner swiped the rear end of 
his Fabia in the penultimate stage and 
collected a slow puncture.
 “This is a really big moment for 

me on my second rally on gravel and my 
fi rst in the IRC,” said Wiegand. “To be in 
the top fi ve is unbelievable, I’m really, 
really happy. Unbelievable for me. It was 
my second rally on gravel and my fi rst in 
IRC. It was a great fi ght with Hermann. 
We had the upper hand today. I am 
really happy.”
 For Hermann Gassner jr, his 
weekend’s performance was blighted by 
the stall early on in the event and then 
he picked up a right-rear punctre on the 
penultimate stage of the rally. He struck 
an earth bank and lost the position to 
Wiegand.
 “I thought I could fi ght for 
fourth place, but I made that mistake in 
the second last stage and that was the 
end of that,” said Gassner. “It was not 
my best rally I suppose.”
 Azorean driver Ricardo Moura 
controlled the IRC Production Cup or 
Group N category from start-to-fi nish in 
his Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX and 
fi nished an excellent sixth overall into 
the bargain. “This was really as high as I 

could go with the opposition above me in 
faster cars,” admitted Moura.
 Ukrainian Oleksandr Saliuk was 
classifi ed in seventh in his IRC debut 
with his M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 
and the Portuguese trio of Sergio Silva 
(the leading Subaru fi nisher), Ruben 
Rodrigues and Miguel Barbosa rounded 
off the top ten. Saliuk set out with the 
aim of fi nishing his fi rst IRC encounter 
on the rain-soaked rally.
 Rashid Al-Ketbi and Oleksiy 
Tamrazov both returned to the action 
on Saturday after exits on Friday and 
both gained valuable experience with 
Skydive Dubai Rally Team’s Al-Ketbi 
particularly pleased afterwards. “It was 
very important for my team to be at the 
fi nish line and I have learned so much,” 
said the Emirati. “For these reasons I am 
very happy.”
 Local driver Paulo Maciel 
fi nished 12th and dominated the two-
wheel drive category in his Citroën Saxo, 
once Britain’s Harry Hunt had blotted 
his copybook on day two with a broken 



radiator.
 In the IRC Production Cup, 
Ricardo Moura made it three wins 
in a row in the Group N category on 
SATA Rallye Açores with a dominant 
performance behind the wheel of his 
Ralliart Mitsubishi Lancer.
 The Azorean was the fastest 
IRC Production Cup driver on all 13 
stages that ran and rarely looked in 
trouble as he adopted a low-risk strategy 
in his efforts to clinch victory.
 “This was really as high as I 
could go with the opposition above me 
in faster cars,” he said. “When I was in 
a safe situation I tried to push and to 
enjoy, otherwise I took no risks.”
 Sérgio Silva was the top Subaru 
fi nisher in second after Romania-
domiciled Italian Marco Tempestini 
retired his R4-specifi ation Impreza on 
day two. Ruben Rodrigues and Miguel 
Barbosa completed the podium in their 
Lancers.
 Paulo Maciel (Citroën Saxo) 
was left to chase for victory in the IRC 

2WD Cup when Harry Hunt was forced to 
retire from the rally on Friday morning. 
Énio Medeiros was second with Henrique 
Moniz third.
 Italian veteran Davide 
Catania fi nished fi fth, but there was 
disappointment for Robert Consani. The 
young Frenchman had been on course 
for a podium fi nish in his Renault Clio R3 
only to crash out on SS11.
  Menya Krószer, the Hungarian 
two-wheel-drive champion, also had 
his sights on a strong result only for 
a broken driveshaft to stop his Honda 
Civic Type R on stage six. A mechanical 
fault on the very fi rst stage ended László 
Vizin’s challenge on a one-off outing in a 
Skoda Fabia R2.
 Hunt, meanwhile, restarted 
on Saturday following his day one exit 
and set two fastest stage times in the 
increasingly slippery conditions. H&H

IRC SATA Rallye Azores Classifi cation:
01) A. Mikkelsen/O. Fløene 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 - 02h 12m 43.2s
02) J. Hanninen/M. Markkula 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 25.1s
03) B. Bouffi er/X. Panseri 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 02m 04.8s
04) S. Wiegand/T. Gottschalk 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 05m 20.3s
05) H. Gassner jr/K. Wicha
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 06m 23.9s
06) R. Moura/S. Eiró 
      Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 08m 43.5s
07) O. Saliuk/P. Cherepin 
      M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 + 10m 28.1s
08) S. Silva/F. Nunes 
      Subaru Impreza STI + 16m 00.1s
09) R. Rodrigues/E. Rodrigues 
      Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 17m 15.0s
10) M. Barbosa/J. Reis
      Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 18m 01.6s



Monster World Rally Team’s Ken 
Block and Alex Gelsomino piloted 
their Ford Fiesta H.F.H.V. to a sixth 
Rally in the 100 Acre Wood title 
this weekend in Salem, Missouri, 
U.S.A. The team won 15 of the 17 
stages in a hard-fought battle on the 
extremely fast Ozark Mountain roads 
and squeaked out a 29.3sec victory 
over Subaru Rally Team USA’s David 
Higgins and Craig Drew.
 From the very beginning Block 
set a blistering pace outpacing his rivals 
to lead after Day One. On the fi rst leg 
of the second day, Block lost time to 
Higgins with a pair of tyre punctures 
and suspension damage. After service, 
the team made up their lost time and 
pushed hard during the last two stages 
to secure the victory.
 “I’m stoked about winning my 
sixth Rally in the 100 Acre Wood,” said 
Block. “The battle against David Higgins 
was intense on every stage. He’s the 
current Rally America champ and one of 
the people who helped teach me how to 
race a rally car when I fi rst got started, 
so to fi nally compete against him on 
this level was great, I really enjoyed it. 
I’m defi nitely looking forward to running 
against him again later this year in 
Olympus.”
 David Higgins’ second-place 
overall fi nish keeps the team on top 
of the 2012 Rally America National 
Championship standings.
 Three-time Polish Rally 
Champion, WRC and Dakar Rally driver, 
Krzysztof Holowczyc took the third 
podium position in his Art Logisitics 
Racing Team Mitsubishi Lancer EVO IX. 
The team was slightly off the pace after 
replacing an engine damaged during 
testing, but managed to take advantage 

of some key competitor retirements to 
make the podium.
 Most notably, Rockstar 
Energy Drinks’s Antoine L’Estage and 
Nathalie Richard, last year’s Rally in 
the 100 Acre Wood overall winners, 
broke a transmission on SS4. The 
characteristically reliable team was 
battling with Block and Higgins, and 
within seconds of the factory-backed 
teams before their mechanical failure 
ended their run.
 Deeper in the fi eld, Canadian 
Rally Championship contender, Leonid 
Urlichich with co-driver Carl Williamson, 
broke a tie-rod on SS9 to end their top-
ten run. Chinese rally driver, Rick Song 
with co-driver Martin Brady, broke their 
engine on SS8 leaving the race in the 
ninth overall position.
 Lauchlin O’Sullivan and Scott 
Putnum won the Super Production Class 
coming from behind to snatch victory 
from current SP Class leaders Travis 
and Terry Hanson by 43.9sec. O’Sullivan 
overcame various car problems to 
overtake the Hansons when their car 
verged on the brink of overheating in the 
last few stages. The win is particularly 
sweet as the team adjusts to the only 
Mitsubishi Lancer EVO in the Class.
 Chris Duplessis and Karl 
Atkinson repeated their 2WD Class 
success with another fi rst-place fi nish 
after winning the season-opening 
Sno*Drift Rally in dominant fashion.
 Andrew Comrie-Picard and 
Brian O’Kane pushed hard on the second 
day to snatch second in class, besting 
third-place fi nishers, Dillon Van Way and 
Jake Blattner by a narrow 2.8sec!
 Four 2WD Class cars placed in 
the top ten overall as evidence that Rally 
America’s 2WD drivers can beat cars 
with twice the horsepower and place in 
the upper third of the 65-car fi eld.
 The husband and wife team 

of Henry and Krolikowski piloted their 
Open Class 2000 Subaru Impreza to the 
Tresspassers Will Regional Rally victory, 
and Justin Pritchard and Ryan Scott took 
their Open Light Class Subaru Impreza 
to the 100 Acre Wood Regional Rally 
fi nish.
 The third round of the Rally 
America National Championship takes 
place at the Oregon Trail Rally on 4 - 6 
May in Portland, Oregon.
 Rally in the 100 Acre Wood 
photos: http://www.rally-america.com/
events/2012/100AW/gallery/

Rally in the 100 Acre Wood Classifi cation:
01) K. Block/A. Gelsomino
       Ford Fiesta H.F.H.V. - 01h 31m 38.9s
02) D. Higgins/C. Drew
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi + 29.3s
03) K. Holowycz/M. Wislawski
       Mitsubishi Lancer EVO IX + 09m 10.9s
04) L. O’Sullivan/S. Putnam
       Mitsubishi Lancer EVO + 09m 30.2s
05) T. Hanson/T. Hanson
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi + 10m 14.1s
06) A. Yeoman/J. Schulze
       Subaru Impreza + 14m 04.3s
07) C. Duplessis/K. Atkinson
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 14m 47.3s
08) A. Comrie-Picard/B. O’Kane
       Scion xD + 17m 44.1s
09) D. Van Way/J. Blattner
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 17m 46.9s
10) E. McNelly/O. Holter
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 18m 26.6s
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The new-format MSA British Rally 
Championship (BRC) got off to a 
stunning start on Rallye Sunseeker 
International, when an intense day-
long battle between Jarkko Nikara/
Petri Nikara in their Citroën DS3 R3T 
and Mark Donnelley/Dai Roberts in 
their Renault Clio R3 fi nally went the 
way of Donnelley/Roberts.
 With the two crews never 
separated by more than four seconds 
throughout the 12-stage Rallye 
Sunseeker International – round one 
of the 2012 BRC – their neck-and-neck 
duel was fi nally decided when the Nikara 
crew retired on the penultimate stage 
after their car’s engine lost power.
 Nikara’s exit, coupled with the 
accolade of setting the fastest time on 
the fi nal stage, meant that Desi Henry/
Niall Burns in their DS3 shot from fi fth to 
second in the fi nal loop of three stages, 
crossing the line just 0.2sec ahead of 
Elfyn Evans/Andrew Edwards in their 
Ford Fiesta R2. Their podium position 
established the Welshman as the fi rst 
Class 6 car after they too were locked in 
a battle that saw no more than a hand-
full of seconds spitting the top four cars 
in Class for a large proportion of the 

event.
 The 2012 Rallye Sunseeker 
heralded the start of a change for 
the BRC, the event marking the fi rst 
time that only two-wheel-drive cars 
are eligible to score points since the 
Nineties. And, if there was any question 
that this new formula might not be 
exciting, then all doubts were dispelled 
when one of the closest BRC rounds ever 
took place this weekend.
 In keeping with the Poole and 
Bournemouth-based event’s tradition of 
being the best promoted rally in the UK, 
the ceremonial start on Poole Quay on 
Friday evening witnessed thousands of 
spectators watching the cars and crews 
ahead of the following day’s action. 
The competitive element of the rally on 
Saturday featured twelve stages in the 
Ringwood and Wareham Forests, with 
four loops of three stages punctuated by 
service halts at Canford Arena, located 
fi ve-miles north of Bournemouth.
 SS1 was to set the scene for 
the rest of the rally, with Nikara/Nikara 
stopping the clocks just 1.1sec ahead 
of Donnelly/Roberts. And, after the 
next two stages, the situation was little 
different, with the two crews separated 
by only 3.3sec in favour for the Finns as 
they entered the fi rst service halt of the 
day.

 It was much the same story 
in Class 6, with Jussi Kumpumäki/Jani 
Salo in their Fiesta just 0.9sec ahead 
of their fellow countrymen Jukka and 
Mikael Korhonen in the Pirelli Star Driver 
Škoda Fabia R2. But, with the fi rst trio 
of stages held in Wareham Forest, where 
the sandy gravel roads have a reputation 
for becoming rutted in the corners, many 
of the competitors reported that it was 
diffi cult to gauge the level of grip. 
 Indeed, the unpredictable 
conditions did not help Alex Parpottas/
Chris Davies when a dislocated 
driveshaft brought their Fiesta to 
standstill on SS2.
 The next batch of three stages 
took competitors into the Ringwood 
Forest complex, which included the 
familiar 5.7-mile (8km) run though 
the grounds of Somerley Park, where 
thousands of spectators came to watch 
the action. Throughout the trio of stages, 
the tussle at the top continued just as 
fi ercely, with Nikara/Nikara booking into 
the next service halt a slender 0.6sec 
ahead of Donnelley/Roberts.
 After a great start in their new 
Citroën DS3 R3T, Osian Pryce/Iestyn 
Williams were in third place, but an 
overshoot in the slippery conditions on 
stage fi ve saw Korhonen/Korhonen slip 
past and hold a lead of 3.2sec ahead of 

BRC RALLYE SUNSEEKER:
2WD FORMAT PROVES A HIT2WD FORMAT PROVES A HIT
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Evans/Edwards in Class 6. Unfortunately 
for newly registered Christian South/
Tomas Whittle, the failure of a clutch 
pedal clip meant that their rally was over 
on stage four, whereas for Chris Ingram/
Joe Cruttenden, it was a driveshaft issue 
that forced them to sideline their Renault 
Twingo R2.
 The third loop of three stages – 
that featured a return visit to Ringwood 
Forest and Somerley Park – were to be 
memorable for all the wrong reasons for 
Callum Black/Chris Williams, when their 
Suzuki Swift left the road at speed on 
SS8, clipped a bank and launched itself 
into a series of rolls. Thankfully the crew 
emerged unscathed, but once out of the 
car fl ames appeared from underneath 
and, although the fi re was eventually 
extinguished, signifi cant damage had 
been sustained. With rescue crews 
having to attend, the stage was stopped 
and cars that had not been through the 
10.4-miles (17kms) of Ringwood North 
were diverted to SS9 and allocated a 
notional time.
 As they booked into the third 
service halt of the day, the timesheets 
after SS9 revealed that Nikara/Nikara 
and Donnelly/Roberts were now neck-
and-neck and on exactly the same time 
– to the tenth of a second! After a slower 
start than they would have liked, Evans/
Edwards had picked up their pace and 

were now third overall and leading their 
class, albeit just 3.6sec ahead of the 
Korhonens.
 Therefore, for the leading 
crews it was all to play for in the fi nal 
three-stage loop. Nikara/Nikara edged 
ahead by 1.2sec on SS10, only to have 
their car’s engine loose power on SS11 
and, not wanting to cause any further 
damage, had no choice but to stop. This 
left Donnelly/Roberts in command and a 
steady run through the fi nal stage saw 
them record their fi rst ever outright MSA 
British Rally Championship victory and, 
in doing so, make history by being the 
fi rst crew to win a round of the new look 
BRC.
 “It’s absolutely fantastic to 
have won a round of the British Rally 
Championship”, said Donnelly at the 
fi nish. “We were fl at out from the start 
and had a hard battle right up to the 
end. It was disappointing that Jussi 
and Petri (Nikara) had to retire, we 
would like to have beaten them on 
performance. The closeness of this event 
has proved that the two-wheel-drive 
format is the right way to go and I hope 
other events and championships take 
notice.”
 A huge push in the closing 
stages saw Henry/Burns snatch second 
place ahead of Evans/Edwards by the 
most slender of margins, the Welshman 

eventually claiming Class 6 honours.
 Exiting the rally in the closing 
stages were Alastair Fisher/Daniel 
Barritt, who’s excellent run in their 
Fiesta came to an end when their car 
got stuck in second gear on SS10, whilst 
Jack Rowe/James Aldridge’s similar car 
left the road on the same stage. Another 
to fall at the fi nal hurdle because with 
the curse of driveshaft failure were the 
Fiesta crew of Niko-Pekka Nieminen/
Passi Haataja, the Finns disappointed not 
to make it to the end of their fi rst BRC 
event with just one stage left to go, after 
successfully keeping out of trouble up to 
that point.
 With the news hours before 
the start of the event that Ford Motor 
Company was joining Renault UK and 
Citroën UK as registered manufacturers 
for this season, there is now a three-way 
battle between the brands. Therefore, 
with scores calculated from the two 
leading cars from each manufacturer, 
it meant that with Donnelly/Roberts 
fi nishing fi rst and Peter Taylor/Andrew 
Roughead fi fth, Renault top the table 
with 34-points following the fi rst round.
 Henry/Burns’ second place, 
coupled with Pryce/Williams’ fourth puts 
Citroën second on 33 points, whilst 
Evans/Edwards’ third and Kumpumäki/
Salo’s sixth sees Ford with a score of 29 
this weekend.



 Class 10 and top placed junior 
was Garry Pearson with co-driver Craig 
Wallace. They hung on in their Renault 
Twingo R1 with some new car teething 
troubles, but were disappointed that the 
championship battle with Norwegians 
Steve Røkland/Dag Nordstrand didn’t 
materialise.
 After the podium presentations 
had taken place, it was announced that 
victor Donnelly had also won the coveted 
Pirelli yellow jersey and a nomination 
towards the end-of-season Pirelli Star 
Driver shoot-out for the top prize.
 Reigning Pirelli Star Driver 
Jukka Korhonen was passed for the Class 
lead on SS7 by the 2010 winner Elfyn 
Evans, but was another to be stopped by 
a driveshaft problem, frustratingly close 
to the fi nish on the fi nal stage.
 Maximum points in the Citroën 
Racing Trophy UK were awarded to Desi 
Henry/Niall Burns, their striking new 
DS3 R3T out-gunning Welsh pairing 
Osian Pryce/Iestyn Williams but two 
places in the event’s overall results.
 FordFiesta SportTrophy honours 
went to 2010 FST champions Evans/
Edwards whose stunning performance 
put him on the overall podium’s second 
step. The Welsh pair overhauled Finns 
Kumpumäki/Salo half way through the 
day, never looking back.
 Pearson/Wallace added to 

their tally at the fi nish of the single day 
event, becoming the fi rst ever winners 
of the Twingo Renaultsport R1 Trophy 
UK. Their ‘hare’ in the guise of twice 
British Rally Champion Keith Cronin with 
co-driver Seb Marshall, was never going 
to score Twingo points, but nevertheless 
was disappointed to get a puncture, 
fi nally stopping on SS10 with a broken 
driveshaft.
 Five teams have registered for 
this year’s BRC, with a maximum of two 
cars able to score points. Unfortunately 
for the Millers Oils 586 Team, with 
Callum Black/Chris Williams failing to 
fi nish due to an accident on SS8, they 
come away from the event without any 
points.
 Topping the Teams’ table in 
round one were M-Sport Ford with 20 
points, after Evans/Edwards third place 
– and even taking into account their 
team mates’ Fisher/Barritt retirement. 
The Ford Finnish Junior Team comprised 
Kumpumäki/Salo and Nieminen/Haataja 
and, although only one of them fi nished, 
the team currently hold second in the 
standings with 20 points.
 The points from Gethin Jones/
Kevin Devine’s tenth place, added to 
the 12th of Matt Cotton/Glyn Thomas, 
sees the AVS Motorsport team in fourth 
on 16 points. As the oldest driver in the 
BRC this year, Jones proved a point with 

Class 8 victory after several years away 
from the championship. Arron Newby‘s 
excellent 13th place on his BRC debut 
with co-driver Julian Wilkinson in their 
Skoda Fabia, means that the Pirelli TEG 
Sport team hold fi fth with 15 points – 
although it could have been more if it 
wasn’t for Korhonen/Korhonen’s eleventh 
hour retirement.
 The second round of the MSA 
British Rally Championship takes place 
on 23 - 24 March when competitors head 
to Welshpool for the start of the Bulldog 
Rally of North Wales.

BRC Rallye Sunseeker Final Classifi cation:
01) M. Donnelly/D. Roberts 
      Renault Clio R3 - 01h 07m 06.0s 
02) D. Henry/N. Burns 
      Citroen DS3 R3 + 01m 49.5s
03) E. Evans/A. Edwards 
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 01m 49.7s
04) O. Pryce/I. Williams
      Citroen DS3 R3T + 02m 22.4s
05) P. Taylor/A. Roughead 
      Renault Clio R3 + 02m 23.1s
06) J. Kumpumaki/J. Salo 
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 02m 26.5s
07) T. Cave/C. Parry
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 03m 21.2s
08) M. Cathcart/J. Morgan 
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 03m 24.3s
09) R. MacLeod/P. Beaton 
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 05m 18.5s
10) G. Jones/K. Devine 
      Ford Fiesta ST + 07m 15.8s
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Handbrakes & Hairpins’ talented photojournalist Eva Kovkova travelled to the Handbrakes & Hairpins’ talented photojournalist Eva Kovkova travelled to the 
IRC SATA Rallye Azores this past weekend. A nation of islands, and with rain-IRC SATA Rallye Azores this past weekend. A nation of islands, and with rain-
soaked rally roads all weekend, Eva managed to capture some sunshine on the soaked rally roads all weekend, Eva managed to capture some sunshine on the 
hills as the rally route wound its way around and over the island.hills as the rally route wound its way around and over the island.
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