
HandbrakesHandbrakes
HairpinsHairpins&&
your insight into the world of rallying
your insight into the world of rallying

KOPECKY AND SKODA WINKOPECKY AND SKODA WIN

The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!
Issue 225 • 20 March 2012 • Issue 225 • 20 March 2012 • http://wp.me/pkXchttp://wp.me/pkXc

http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com


 
 

 

 

Now exclusively available from ATS Motorsport 
 

 

 
 

 
 

To place your order contact us on the following number- 

Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail – info@ats-motorsport.co.za 

Website – ats-motorsport.co.za 

 

http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za
http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za
http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za


To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.

CONTACTCONTACT

Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Ostberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc

EDITORIAL INFORMATIONEDITORIAL INFORMATION

Contributors Liga Stirna, Patrick Vermaak, Motorpics, 
Newspress.

FOLLOW US!

Issue 225 • 20 March 2012Issue 225 • 20 March 2012

Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally?  Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally?  White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATIONADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

In 2012, we will bring YOU:

more opinions

more photographs

more competitions

more videos

as you ASKED for in 2011!

http://www.facebook.com/HandHmag
http://twitter.com/Evan_Rothman


You know where to turnwww.total.co.za

Friday 
Tar stage 19:15 
Area around Moses Mabhida 

Stadium and Suncoast Casino

Saturday 
Tar stage 16:15 
Area around Moses Mabhida 

Stadium and Suncoast Casino

Visit www.total.co.za
to download the Spectator Guide

Catch the vibe

23 – 24  
March 2012

Total Rally2012



CONTENTS
START RAMP

SERVICE PARK
09  Rally2Raise: Go for it!

10  Team Total prepared for fi rst 2012 test

07  Molly Taylor starts 2012 season in BRC

PARC FERME
12  SARC Total Rally preview

14  IRC Rally Islas Canarias review



START RAMP



Australian rally driver Molly Taylor will kick off her 
2012 international rally campaign with a run in the 
Bulldog International Rally of North Wales this week. 
 The second round of the British Rally Championship 
will be run on Friday 23 March and Saturday 24 March and 
is made up of fi ve individual rallies including international, 
national and historic classes.
 Molly, her 2011 co-driver, British-born Seb Marshall, 
and their Ford Fiesta R2 will tackle this event together as 
well as other selected events across the UK and Europe. 
They hope to announce more details in the coming weeks.
 “I really can’t wait to get back in the car after what 
feels like a lifetime,” the 23-year-old Sydneysider said. “I 
haven’t done an event since Rally GB, the fi nal round of the 
2011 World Rally Championship (WRC). Several of the 2012 
Academy drivers such as Elfyn Evans and Alistair Fisher are 
doing the Bulldog. They’re both very experienced drivers so 
it will be good to check my speed against theirs after the 

quick times we were posting at the end of last year.”
 Molly says the Bulldog is one of her favourite 
events. It’s based around Welshpool in mid-Wales, about six 
kilometres from the England/Wales border and offers a real 
challenge to her skills.
 “I really enjoy the roads in Wales. The roads really 
fl ow and the stages are quite a mixture of fast and technical. 
We set some good times in the same area during Rally GB, 
so this is my chance to back that up in similar conditions.
 “My best result in this event was in 2009 when I 
won my class in the Suzuki Swift Sport Cup. I have competed 
here a few times so it’s one of the rallies that I have more 
experience of, and that familiarity will help. We’re not doing 
the whole British championship series so the aim is to 
benchmark ourselves against the top competitors here and 
make the most of the event.”
 Molly is currently in negotiations to do several 
events in Europe, with a European based team. Outside her 
rally commitments, she continues to work with M-Sport, the 
company that has operated Ford’s world rally championship 
program since 1997. 

 2012 will be the 52nd running of the Bulldog Rally 
since it started in 1958. The event covers a total distance 
of 552km, of which 157km are competitive, divided into 11 
timed special stages.
 In 2011, Molly and Seb contested the WRC 
Academy, a sub-series of the WRC, which replaced the 
previous Junior WRC category and was designed to give 
young drivers a strong foundation in all aspects of competing 
at the elite level of motorsport. 
 Six of the young drivers entered in the series 
won a fully-funded scholarship for the year. That covered 
all expenses for the six events in the Academy series and 
Molly was one of the fortunate six. She was also the only 
female driver competing at any level of the World Rally 
Championship.
 More information on Molly and Seb can be found at 
Molly’s website, http://www.mollytaylor.com.au.
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SERVICE PARK



Rally co-driver and rescue volunteer Rachel Medich 
is the name behind a fund and awareness venture 
called Rally2Raise, which is using rallying to help 
four charities: Cancer Research UK, the Nystagmus 
Network, the Multiple Sclerosis Society and the 
Joanne Bingley Memorial Foundation for post-natal 
depression.
 The charities were specially selected by Rachel and 
her fellow team members as they have had very personal 
experiences of them all.
 “We have chosen the causes as each one has 
affected us a great deal,” said Rachel. “I have had a torrid 
time with cancer recently, both personally and with friends. 
My son was born last year with nystagmus, a not very well 
known eye disease for which there have been no medical 
advancements for many years.
 “Following the birth I suffered with severe post-
natal depression for which I am still receiving treatment. 
Fortunately, I recognised the symptons and got help but 
many women feel they have to keep it quiet and try to 
deal with it themselves and as a result become very ill. 
Rally2Raise is all about raising awareness of these causes 
and raising funds for the relevant charities.”
 Rally2Raise team member Katherine Begg 
commented: “When Rachel told me about the concept for 

Rally2Raise I asked if we could also raise awareness and 
funds for MS. As a young carer I saw the affect MS had on 
the individual and also the family. I now know my mum had 
primary progressive MS, seeing my mum and best friend 
deteriorate over the years she was alive was the hardest 
thing to comprehend. Yet through it all she remained strong, 
kept her humour and remained true to her faith. All in all an 
inspirational fi gure for me, my brother and father who cared 
for her tirelessly and devotedly until she passed away in 
1992.
 “I have close family members who have died from 
cancer. Very recently a lump was found in my breast after a 
mammogram test and I felt the fear of awaiting to know my 
“fate”, planning what I would do if I had to tell my daughter. 
I was more terrifi ed for my daughter and how it would affect 
her than anything else. The cells caught were benign, it was 
a relief but it also made me realise what others must go 
through too.
 “If Rally2Raise can help raise awareness and funds 
for all the causes we have chosen then I feel that I, in some 
way, have repaid all those who have helped me over the 
years, especially coping with the loss of my mum.”
 The project started in late 2011 at the Mull Rally 
where Rachel and Katherine sold cakes and cookies as well 
as marshalling on the event. Since then the team have sold 
stickers, calendars and mugs to raise a substantial amount 
along the way.
 To help raise awareness of the project, Rachel 

decided that she would swap from her usual co-driving seat 
to actually drive on some events. After purchasing a Nissan 
Micra rally car she made her driving debut on the Snowman 
Rally in Scotland, United Kingdom in February where she ran 
as course car on one of the stages, successfully completing 
three runs of a very slippery test.
 In March she drove the Micra ahead of the 
competitors on the Saltire Classic Rally in Perthshire after 
the organisers, Saltire Rally Club, made Rally2Raise their 
supported charity for 2012.
 “The organisers of both the Snowman and the 
Saltire Classic were very generous in helping the project,” 
said Rachel. “Getting the car out in front of the public is a 
great boost to our awareness raising and both events gave 
us a fantastic opportunity to do some fundraising also.
 “We are hoping to be able to run at some other 
Scottish Rally Championship events later in the year and we 
have already received support from the organisers of the 
Granite City Rally in April and the Merrick Forest Stages in 
September. I am extremely grateful to every single person 
who has helped us so far and I hope we can continue to 
make the project a success.”
 For more information on Rally2Raise please visit 
http://www.rally2raise.co.uk or 
http://www.facebook.com/rally2raise. Donations for the 
cause can be made online via: 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/rally2raise.
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The 2012 South African Rally Championship dawns anew on 
the KwaZulu-Natal central and south coast this weekend for 
the traditional season-opener, the Total Rally. After a four-
month off-season, crews and cars have been meticulously 
prepared for what promises to be another thrilling season of 
high-speed rallying action.
 This the fi rst round of the eight-event series, takes 
place on Friday 23 March and Saturday 24 March, with 
the Total Rally based at the Sun Coast Casino in Durban. 
The rally comprises of 16 stages in total, with 14 of those 
speed tests run on gravel on the central and south coast’s 
treacherous sugar cane fi eld gravel roads while two stages 
are run on asphalt. The competitive distance for crews 
196km, of which 122km will be staged on Saturday making 
for the event’s action to be fi erce and furious on the fi nal day 
of the Total Rally 2012.03.19
 Recent rains in the area have made the roads rutted 
and contributed to the slippery condition, and dust will play a 
part in the proceedings. Start position for Friday afternoon’s 
stages will be vitally important, and organisers have decided 
to run the Shakedown Stage as a qualifying session to 
determine start positions. Running fi rst on the road on a 
gravel rally is a disadvantage as the fi rst car sweeps the 
road clean of loose dirt and stones. The chasing cars have a 
cleaner line that provides them with greater traction.
 Rally fans in KwaZulu-Natal will also be looking 

forward to the all-new Super Special Stage that will be run 
on Friday evening at 19h15 and repeated as the event’s 
fi nale on Saturday afternoon at 16h15. This stage runs along 
Argyle Road, past the Kings Park Pool complex and blasts 
alongside the roads surrounding the Moses Mabhida Stadium. 
Two cars will attack the stage at the same time over the 
3km-long stage. This speed test ends at Sun Coast Casino.
 Team Total is South Africa’s largest privateer squad, 
boasting four Toyota rally cars in two categories. Jean-
Pierre Damseaux/Grant Martin and Mohammed Moosa/
Andre Vermeulen will compete in the premier Class S2000 in 
Toyota’s Auris S2000 rally weapon and battle it out against 
their factory-backed rivals for the prestigious Drivers’ 
Championship title. Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee and the only 
all-female rally crew in South Africa of Stefanie Botha/Angela 
Shields will proudly fl y the Team Total livery in Class S1600 
Toyota RunX, with Trott/Coetzee aiming for another Class 
S1600 Championship crown while team-mates Botha/Shields 
will look to upset the established crews in what will be their 
second full season of rallying at national level.
 With 18 Class S2000 entrants for the Total Rally, 
and 14 vying for the overall win this weekend, Team Total’s 
two Super 2000 crews are aiming to record strong results 
in their sponsor’s event. Damseaux (car number #10) was 
impressive on this tough rally in 2011, and was hounding 
the factory entrants to the podium. This year, the Somerset 
West-based driver, with new co-driver Grant Martin who 
joined Damseaux from Moosa, is looking to better that result.
 Team-mate Moosa and new co-driver Andre 

Vermeulen are aiming to kickstart their 2012 season off on a 
high note, with this their fi rst competitive outing as a pairing. 
Having familiarised himself with the quick Toyota Auris S2000 
in the second half of the 2011 season and setting fastest 
stage times on his fi rst outing in the new rally car, Moosa is a 
threat to his factory-backed Toyota rivals. The businessman 
from Tzaneen relishes the opportunity to drive his rally car to 
quick stages in testing conditions such as those posed by the 
Total Rally’s route.

Class S1600’s Craig Trott is a local ace in KwaZulu-Natal, 
as he lives and works in Durban. His home knowledge of 
the stages, his consistent and confi dent driving approach 
will see him as favourite for Class honours come Saturday 
afternoon’s prize-giving ceremony.

After a steep learning curve in 2011, the only all-female 
rally crew in the South African Rally Championship will put 
into play all the lessons, tactics and experience gained last 
season in this fi rst encounter of 2012. Botha enjoys these 
slippery roads that demand 100 percent concentration, and 
her skills behind the steering wheel and those of reading the 
pace notes by co-driver Shields will bring them quick stage 
times in their Class. Their rivals have been warned!
 For more information on this event and on Team 
Total, please visit http://www.total.co.za, on Facebook at 
http://wwwfacebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica and on Twitter at 
http://www.twitter.com/TotalSAfrica.
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PARC FERME



The opening round of the 2012 South African National 
Rally Championship, the Total Rally, sets the scene for 
what promises to be one of the most closely-contested 
competitions in many years. Formerly known as the 
Tour Natal, the event is the fourth version of the 
traditional season-opener to be sponsored by Total 
South Africa and will be contested by the country’s top 
rally crews as well as a new combination from Europe.
 This year sees just two classes in the championship. 
The premier Class remains Super 2000 (S2000) for modifi ed, 
normally-aspirated, four-wheel drive cars with engines 
not exceeding two litres. The second Class is Super 1600 
(S1600) for modifi ed, normally-aspirated, two-wheel drive 
cars with engine capacity not exceeding 1.6 litres. Both will 
compete for the overall National Championship, while S1600 
will also compete in the Two Wheel Drive Championship 

introduced in 2011.
 An innovation this season is a separate S2000 
Challenge for the earlier generation S2000 cars, which will be 
scored separately from the overall championship.
 With 14 drivers in four different brands of S2000 
cars capable of competing for an overall win, together with 
12 potential class winners in four different brands of S1600 
cars, the fans are in for a bumper championship consisting of 
eight rounds in six provinces. 
 Organised by the Natal Motorcycle and Car Club 
(NMCC), the Total Rally will consist of 16 special stages (14 
gravel and two tar) covering 196km over the two days. The 
event will be centred on the Sun Coast Casino complex, 
which will host rally headquarters and the media centre with 
the Parc Ferme and service area alongside.
 A feature of the Total Rally sure to attract large 
crowds of Durbanites will be a brand new and unique super 
special stage in the heart of the city. The stage, which will 
be 90 percent tar and 10 percent gravel, will see two cars at 

a time racing alongside each other under strictly controlled 
conditions over a distance of some three kilometres.
 What makes it different is that it is, in fact, two 
super special stages in two separate car parks, connected 
by a 600-metre lane that will cross over the coastal highway 
close to Sun Coast Casino. The stage will fi nish a stone’s 
throw from the Moses Mabhida stadium.
 It will be the fi nal stage on both days and is 
scheduled to start at 19h15 on Friday 23 March and at 16h15 
on Saturday 24 March. The super special will again complete 
Saturday’s 10 stages, with the other nine covering a distance 
of some 122km of gravel roads in the south coast area. 
 All gravel stages will be run on the infamous and 
ultra-slippery KZN south coast roads.
 Heading the strong entry in S2000 are the all-new 
factory BP Volkswagen Polos of former champions Enzo 
Kuun/Guy Hodgson (winners in 2006 and 2010) and Hergen 
Fekken/Pierre Arries (2008 and 2009 champions) and new 
team members Hans Weijs jnr from Holland and Belgian co-
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driver Bjorn Degandt. Weijs and Degandt are no strangers 
to the rally scene: Weijs entered a motorsport talent search 
at 17 years of age back in 2004 and has since been named 
as one of Holland’s biggest names in rallying. In 2008 he 
became the fi rst Dutch driver ever to claim a point in the 
World Rally Championship (WRC).
 The strong Volkswagen line-up, with four 
championships in the last six years between them, can 
expect a serious challenge from the Castrol Toyota factory 
team, which will be looking to regain the championship they 
last won in 2004.
 Carrying Toyota’s hopes are Johnny Gemmell and 
new co-driver Carolyn Swan (Toyota Auris) and Leeroy 
Poulter and Elvéne Coetzee (Toyota Auris). Gemmell, 
uncharacteristically winless in 2011, fi nished the season 
third while Poulter, competing in his fi rst year in the premier 
S2000 Class, was fi fth and scored two wins. Also in Toyota 
Auris cars are Team Total privateers Jean-Pierre Damseaux 
and new co-driver Grant Martin and Mohammed Moosa and 
new co-driver Andre Vermeulen. 
 The formidable privateer Ford challenge that won 
four of last year’s seven rounds has been boosted to fi ve 
privateer S2000 Fiestas. While 2011 Champion Conrad 
Rautenbach of Zimbabwe, who won three rounds last year, 
will not be defending his title, his car has been acquired by 

Sebastiaan Klaassen, who will be backed by Monster energy 
drink and will again have the experienced Cindi Harding as 
his co-driver. The Sasol team of Mark Cronje, runner-up to 
Rautenbach in last year’s championship and winner of two 
rounds, and Robin Houghton, winner of the co-drivers’ title 
because Rautenbach’s French co-driver didn’t qualify, and 
Jon Williams/Cobus Vrey will be back.
 The Basil Read Ford team has been increased to two 
cars with multiple former champions Jan Habig and Robert 
Paisley switching from the factory Volkswagen team to a 
brand new Fiesta to join the established Ford pairing of Charl 
Wilken/Greg Godrich.
 Hein Lategan and Johan van der Merwe return 
in their Peugeot 207 with backing from SAC, and Japie 
van Niekerk and Gerhard Snyman will be in a brand 
new Volkswagen Polo with sponsorship from New Africa 
Developments.
 Contesting the new S2000 Challenge will be three 
of last season’s earlier specifi cation factory Volkswagen 
Polos in the hands of Nicolas Ryan/Geoff Tyrer (Grandmark 
International), Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin (BP Volkswagen) and 
young Henk Lategan/Barry White (Q8 Oil Volkswagen), who 
make the big step up from last year’s S1400 class. They 
will have competition from the older Toyota RunX of Wilro 
Dippenaar/Morne du Toit (PZN Panelbeaters Toyota).

 The S1600 Class will be missing the reigning 
champion combination of brother-and-sister Christoff and 
Celeste Snyders (Volkswagen Polo) for the KwaZulu-Natal 
round, although Celeste will partner Ashley Haigh-Smith, 
third last year, in a Castrol Ford Fiesta. The Two Wheel 
Drive Championship promises to be a closely-fought battle 
ground with multiple former champion and last year’s 
runner-up Craig Trott back with co-driver Robbie Coetzee 
in a Team Total Toyota RunX. Other potential winners are 
Tjaart Conradie and Kes Naidoo (Galvadip Toyota Auris), 
Nic van der Westhuizen/Henry Dearlove (SA Earthworks 
Ford Fiesta), Morne Janse van Rensburg/Rikus Fourie (GC 
Diesel Volkswagen Polo), Guy Botterill/Simon Vacy-Lyle (Yato 
Tools/Liqui Moly Toyota RunX) and Clint Weston/Herman 
Groenewald in a brand new Citroen C2 R2 Max sponsored by 
Reef Tankers.
 Megan Verlaque and Hilton Auffray step up from last 
year’s S1400 class, which Verlaque won, in a BP Volkswagen 
Polo and adding further feminine appeal will be Team Total’s 
all-woman combination of Stephanie Botha and Angela 
Shields, who return in their Toyota RunX.
 The Total Rally will start from the Sun Coast Casino 
on both days, with the fi rst car due off at 12h00 on Friday 
and at 06h00 on Saturday. H&H



Round Two of the Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
(IRC), Rally Islas Canarias El Corte Inglés was a 
thrilling battle fought between two Skoda drivers, Jon 
Kopecky and Andreas Mikkelsen.
 Mikkelsen, the defending IRC champion, led 
throughout Day One but dropped precious seconds and 
position to his rival on the fi nal speed test.
 With Skoda UK Motorsport ace Mikkelsen winning 
four stages on Day One and Kopecky going fastest on fi ve 
occasions in his factory Skoda Fabia S2000, the battle for 
victory was wide open on Day One on the demanding asphalt 

roads.
 “It’s super, super close, a proper fi ght,” said 
Mikkelsen. “Jan [Kopecky] has been pushing a lot and on 
stage eight I had a big moment a few kilometres from the 
end, went off and jumped into the road again. The tyres 
were very worn at that point but the car was okay – I was 
extremely lucky. I didn’t want to run behind Jan on the fi nal 
day because I prefer to hunt than be hunted.”
 “Andreas has been very fast today, taking some big 
risks,” said Kopecky, the winner in Gran Canaria in 2010. “I 
believed we could be quicker but the most important thing 
is to fi nish the rally. I had one small moment in the morning 
and I did not have so much confi dence with the reading of 
the pacenotes on one stage this afternoon. But the car has 

been perfect and now I am leading.”
 Spaniard Luis Monzon was the top Peugeot 207 
S2000 driver in third overall on Day One following a hugely 
impressive showing on his fi rst rally in the French machine 
for four years. Rarely outside of the top three stage times, 
Monzon held a 20.3sec advantage over fourth-placed 
Hermann Gassner Jr (Skoda Fabia S2000), who lost ground 
with an intercom fault on SS7.
 Sepp Wiegand (Skoda Fabia S2000), who like his 
fellow German Gassner Jr was competing on the event 
for the fi rst time, had been embroiled in a close fi ght with 
Spaniard Alberto Hevia (Skoda Fabia S2000) for fi fth overall 
until the luckless Hevia’s Fabia failed on the road section 
heading to the penultimate stage of Day One.
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 Bulgarian Ekaterina Stratieva began her season-
long IRC 2WD Cup campaign by completing Day One in tenth 
position in the highly competitive category. Ricardo Moura 
retired from the lead of the IRC Production Cup early on SS2 
with a turbocharger failure.
 Day Two’s action saw much the same intense rivalry 
between Kopecky and Mikkelsen, and it produced a nail-
biting fi nish.
 Kopecky has claimed a dramatic fi nal-stage victory 
on Rally Islas Canarias El Corte Inglés after an engine 
misfi re slowed rival Mikkelsen with his fi rst win in the IRC 
on asphalt in his grasp. Kopecky was until that point 3.6sec 
behind Mikkelsen going into the fi nal 16.12-km stage. But 
with Mikkelsen losing vital speed due to a broken injector 
connector, he was powerless to defend his advantage as 
Czech Kopecky raced to his fi rst victory in the IRC this 
season and his second on Gran Canaria following his maiden 
triumph in 2010.
 Mikkelsen had to settle for the runner-up spot, 
28.3sec behind the winner, but extends his lead in the IRC 

drivers’ standings, while Skoda, now unbeaten on this event 
for the three years, claims maximum IRC manufacturers’ 
points for the second time this season.
 Luis Monzon was the top Peugeot fi nisher in third 
with Joan Vinyes (Suzuki Swift) clinching IRC 2WD Cup 
honours for the second year in a row in an impressive sixth 
overall. Monzon was selected as the winner of the Colin 
McRae IRC Flat Out Trophy, which goes to the driver whose 
performance best embodies the spirit of the rally legend on 
each round of the IRC. In the IRC Production Cup, Robert 
Consani bagged his and Renault’s fi rst category win ahead of 
Marco Tempestini’s Subaru Impreza.
 “We were pushing quite much on the last three 
stages and fi nally Andreas had some problems with the car,” 
said Kopecky. “I must say I don’t feel so happy because I 
wanted to beat him in a fi ght. But this is what can happen 
in rallying so thanks to Skoda because they gave us an 
opportunity to be here and thanks to my new co-driver Pavel 
Dresler because today he improved himself a lot and did a 
great job.”

 A dejected Mikkelsen, who led after all but two 
stages of the 15-stage rally, said: “The car started misfi ring 
three kilometres from the end of the penultimate stage. 
We tried to make some repairs but there was nothing we 
could do. There was no power at all – we were just hoping 
we could get through the stage. It’s so disappointing this 
happens when we think we’re going to win.”
 Wiegand fi nished a fi ne fourth on his Canarias 
debut for Skoda Auto Deutschland. With fourth-place all but 
secured following Hermann Gassner Jr’s crash on Day One’s 
fi rst stage, Wiegand spent the afternoon experimenting with 
different car set ups ahead of the upcoming asphalt rallies in 
Northern Ireland and Corsica. It was the second event in a 
row that the 21-year-old German has fi nished fourth, thereby 
underlining his huge potential.
 Spaniard Jonathan Perez took fi fth in another 
Peugeot 207 S2000 with Joan Vinyes winning the IRC 2WD 
Cup for the second year in a row in sixth position, closely 
followed by Gorka Antxustegui and Honda driver Angel 
Marrero. With Vinyes and Antxustegi not eligible for overall 



IRC points, Marrero collects sixth-placed points.
 Hungary’s Janós Puskádi, competing in a Skoda 
Fabia S2000 for the fi rst time, impressed on his way to 
ninth overall and seventh-placed points. Skydive Dubai Rally 
Team’s Rashid Al-Ketbi fi nished tenth to bag four IRC points 
with Honda driver Germán Hernandez and Renault’s Robert 
Consani rounding out the IRC point scorers.
 Young French driver Robert Consani secured IRC 
Production Cup honours for the fi rst time in his Renault 
Mégane RS, despite completing the fi nal stage and 
subsequent road section to the fi nish in Las Palmas with the 
car’s gearbox oil supply depleted. Partnered by new co-driver 
Nicolas Klinger for the fi rst time, Consani drove without error 
throughout the event to head Romania-based Italian Marco 
Tempestini, whose Subaru Impreza R4 STI repeatedly lost its 
brakes nearing the ends of stages.
 Joan Vinyes once again excelled in the IRC 2WD 
Cup, while his Suzuki Motor Iberica team-mate Gorka 
Antxustegui was fastest in Class on four stages on Day Two 
as Vinyes eased his pace. Angel Marrero impressed in third 

and reported that his Honda Civic Type R ran without fault. 
Germán Hernandez fi nished fourth in another Honda to put 
the Japanese make top of the IRC 2WD Cup manufacturers’ 
standings with Robert Consani fi fth.
 Harry Hunt had been on course for fi fth in his 
Citroën DS3 R3T only for the car’s engine to cut out two 
kilometres from the fi nish of the fi nal stage. And it would 
get worse for the former IRC 2WD Cup champion when a 
broken fuel injector meant he was unable to reach the fi nish, 
handing what became sixth position in the category to Yeray 
Lemes in an M-Sport Ford Fiesta R2. Bulgarian Ekaterina 
Stratieva just missed out on a point at the start of her IRC 
2WD Cup campaign.

IRC Rally Islas Canarias Final Classifi cation:
01) J. Kopecky/P. Dresler 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 - 02h 21m 46.5s
02) A. Mikkelsen/O. Fløene 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 28.3s
03) L. Monzon/J. C. Deniz 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 03m 13.6s
04) S. Wiegand/T. Gottschalk 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 04m 32.0s
05) J. Perez/E. Velasco 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 07m 29.3s
06) A. Marrero/V. Marrero 
      Honda Civic Type R + 11m 27.4s
07) J. Puskádi/B. Gódor 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 12m 03.3s
08) R. Al Ketbi/K. Al Ketbi 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 14m 43.2s
09) G. Hernandez/I. Pereira 
      Honda Civic Type R + 15m 13.8s
10) R. Consani/N. Klinger 
      Renault Mégane RS + 16m 13.5s

H&H
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