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START RAMP



One hundred and seven million different people 
watched television coverage of the all-action 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge in 2011, an increase 
of 35 per cent over the amount recorded for the 
previous year (according to IFM Sports Group).
 The impressive fi gure, published by the independent 
German sports research consultancy IFM Sports Group, 
is further proof of the rising popularity of the IRC, an 
international motorsport competition backed by Eurosport 
Events, the sports broadcaster’s wholly-owned subsidiary.
 In total, the IRC enjoyed 500 hours of programming 
in 2011, while press coverage totaling 3293 articles achieved 

a value of eight million euros, thereby underlining the 
growing appeal of the series, which celebrated its fi fth 
anniversary last season.
 “We are delighted with this fi gure because it’s 
further proof of the IRC’s appeal around the world but 
also another demonstration of how benefi cial the IRC is to 
car manufacturers and other commercial partners,” said 
Antonello Lodoletti, the IRC’s Commercial Director. “They 
are using the IRC as a platform for their marketing and 
promotional activities so it’s very satisfying to discover the 
value and worth of the television coverage. Furthermore the 
IRC consistently produces some of the most thrilling action 
on television so it’s fantastic to learn that so many people 
are watching it unfold.”
 Three rounds of the IRC were shown live on 

television in 2011 when Eurosport pioneered the use of 
SimulCam technology in rallying. The system allows viewers 
to watch two cars tackling the same section of a stage at the 
same time for comparison purposes and will be utilised in the 
coverage of eight rounds of this year’s series. In addition, all 
coverage on Eurosport will be shown in high defi nition.
 Featuring 13 rounds between February and 
November, the 2012 IRC season includes several events in 
the increasingly important Eastern European marketplace. 
The series, which began with a round on the islands of the 
Azores from 23 - 25 February, also includes a number of 
classic events such as Tour de Corse and Rallye Sanremo in 
Italy. The next event of the season is the Donnelly Group 
Circuit of Ireland Rally from 6 - 7 April.
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SERVICE PARK



The Challenge:
Dust clouds, cheering fans and the treacherously 
slippery gravel roads of KwaZulu-Natal’s central 
and south coast sugar cane fi elds characterised the 
54th edition of the season-opening Total Rally. The 
thousands of spectators who lined the gravel roads 
over the two days of action were rewarded with action 
aplenty and high-speed thrills as befi tting a series as 
competitive as the South African Rally Championship.
 Contested by 32 crews in this the fi rst round the 
2012 South African Rally Championship, this event comprised 
of 16 stages over 196km of timed rallying. For this year the 
event organisers, the Natal Motorcycle and Car Club (NMCC) 
and Total South Africa, brought the sport to the people of 
Durban with a spectacular Super Special Stage run in the 
area around the Moses Mabhida Stadium. The Super Special 
Stages was run on Friday night and repeated on Saturday 
afternoon as the event’s grand fi nale in front of thousands of 
excited fans.
 Finishing the event in fi rst place overall was the Ford 
Fiesta S2000 of Mark Cronje and Robin Houghton, followed 
by Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan (Toyota Auris S2000) with 
Charl Wilken/Greg Godrich’s Ford Fiesta S2000 claiming the 
fi nal position of the winners’ podium.
 The fi ght for the rally win was very much a three-
way battle, but mechanical maladies, driver errors and 
punctures saw this enticing fi ght come to a premature end. 
Cronje was left to spar with Gemmell for the victory, and 

the Ford driver determinedly to outpaced Gemmell on the 
fi nal two speed tests of the event. Interestingly, the all-new 
Volkswagen Polo S2000s of Enzo Kuun/Guy Hodgson, Hergen 
Fekken/Pierre Arries and Hans Weijs jnr/Bjorn Degandt made 
a successful debut in the South African Rally Championship 
to push their Ford and Toyota rivals throughout the weekend.

The Crews:
Team Total is South Africa’s largest privateer squad, 
boasting four Toyota rally cars in two categories. Jean-
Pierre Damseaux/Grant Martin and Mohammed Moosa/
Andre Vermeulen compete in the premier Class S2000 in 
Toyota’s Auris S2000 rally weapon and battle it out against 
their factory-backed rivals for the prestigious Drivers’ 
Championship title. Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee and the only 
all-female rally crew in South Africa of Stefanie Botha/Angela 
Shields proudly fl y the Team Total livery in Class S1600 with 
Toyota RunX machines.
 J-P. Damseaux/Grant Martin (car number #10) were 
fi ghting for third place overall for much of Day Two’s action, 
but a snapped sideshaft coupled with a puncture in stage ten 
cost the team over a minute to their rivals and this dropped 
them down the leader board. Damseaux fought bravely in 
the afternoon’s stages in a bid to regain the lost time, and 
ended the rally in an impressive seventh place overall.
Mohammed Moosa/Andre Vermeulen (car number #13) 
persevered on Day Two of the Total Rally to fi ght their way 
up the standings from their overnight 16th place position 
after Moosa suffered from mechanical gremlins in his Auris 
S2000. Moosa set threateningly fast stage times on his way 
back up the leader board, and after Day Two’s ten stages he 

ended eighth position overall.
 Stefanie Botha/Angela Shields (car number #74) 
sadly rolled out of the Total Rally in stage fi ve on Day One. 
The crew was uninjured in the crash, but the damage to their 
Toyota RunX S1600 meant they were unable to continue in 
the event.
 Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (car number #62) found 
themselves on the top step of the Class S1600 and Two 
Wheel Drive Championship leader boards in the season-
opening rally. With a consistent and confi dent performance 
on each of the event’s 16 stages, Trott and Coetzee proudly 
collected the winners’ trophies for their sponsors Total 
South Africa and Team Total after a trouble-free weekend in 
which the pairing never put a wheel wrong. Opening their 
Championship with a win, Trott and Coetzee are favourites 
to once again claim the Class S1600 Drivers’ and Co-Drivers’ 
Championship titles come the end of the eight-event 2012 
season.

Next On The Calendar:
Team Total will next tackle the forest gravel roads 
surrounding Sabie, Nelspruit and White River for the Sasol 
Rally taking place on 20 and 21 April.

Follow Team Total:
For more information on this event and on Team Total, please 
visit http://www.total.co.za, on Facebook at 
http://wwwfacebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica and on Twitter at 
http://www.twitter.com/TotalSAfrica.
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Rally America and New Jersey Motorsports Park 
(NJMP) present the 2012 Rally America U.S. Rallycross 
Series, with the fi rst event being held on 19 May 2012. 
The U.S. Rallycross Series will consist of at least four 
events at the New Jersey Motorsports Park, with other 
venues to be added later in the year.
 The U.S. Rallycross Series marks a return to the 
Rally America schedule after a taking a year off from the 
sport. Rally America introduced rallycross to the U.S. for 
the fi rst time in 2010 with a 4-event series at New Jersey 
Motorsports Park and also worked closely with ESPN to 
introduce rallycross competition to the very popular X 
Games.
 The rallycross competition at NJMP will feature 

competition cars in a variety of classes (two classes for two-
wheel-drive and two classes for all-wheel-drive cars) jumping 
and sliding on a 5/8 mile road course made up of 70% 
pavement and 30% gravel. Five drivers at a time will line 
up at the starting line piloting their cars through race traffi c 
over a challenging short course that will feature small jumps, 
unbanked turns, hills and transitions between pavement 
and gravel. Each car must also take a “joker lap” at some 
point during their heat race. A “joker lap” is a small detour 
normally over a jump that adds a level of unpredictability 
to the heat’s outcome by changing a driver’s strategy in an 
instant.
 A series of exciting Supermoto races will be added 
to the races highlighting 250cc, 450cc and Open Class 
motorcycles. It is a unique twist to the racing schedule 
providing even more value to the overall fan experience.
 Adding to the fan excitement each of the four 

Rallycross events will include motorcycle stunt performances 
by TC Freestyle Entertainment Motorcycle Stunts 
(http://www.tonystunts.com) featuring Tony Carbajal who 
has performed at the 2011 GRAND-AA and AMA weekends at 
New Jersey Motorsports Park.
 The family-oriented day of Rallycross and 
Supermoto racing will also include monster truck rides, a 
mechanical bull, a Kids Zone and more located within the 
Lightning Course Paddock.
 Tickets are on sale now at the NJMP store 
(http://store.njmp.com/). Individual adult tickets are $15 
online / $20 at the gate and children under 12 are $10 on-
line / $15 at the gate. Families can also buy a Family Four-
Pack (2 adults - 2 children) online only for $40 / $60 at the 
gate!
 Fans who cannot attend in person can catch video 
coverage and results at http://www.Rally-America.com.
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PARC FERME



The fourth round of the 2012 World Rally 
Championship (WRC) sees the best rally crews take 
on the loose, soft and dusty gravel tracks of Rally de 
Portugal. Predictions on who will win? All are out of 
the window as different strategies after the Qualifying 
Stage have highlighted the various tactics...
 Although the route covers familiar territory in the 
Serra do Caldeirão hills above Portugal’s Algarve, more than 
25 percent has not been used before and almost 36 percent 
is new from 2011. Estádio Algarve, built on the edge of Faro 
for the 2004 European Soccer Championships, is again the 
base and hosts the single service park. 
 Thursday’s start ceremony and opening speed test 
is 300km north alongside Lisbon’s Jerónimos Monastery, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, before drivers return to 
Faro via three night-time tests in the Alentejo region. 
Friday’s action north-east of Faro provides most of the new 
roads. The last two days, held further north, are virtually 

unchanged from last year, except for Sunday’s short Sambro 
test. The second pass forms the Power Stage, with bonus 
points on offer for the fastest three drivers. Competitors 
tackle 22 stages and 434.77km in a route of 1564.26km.
 Ford World Rally Team’s two crews of Jari-Matti 
Latvala/Miika Anttila and Petter Solberg/Chris Patterson 
posted the fastest times in the qualifying session. Expectedly, 
the Citroën Total World Rally Team’s Mikko Hirvonen/Jarmo 
Lehtinen and Sebastien Loeb/Daniel Elena were close behind.
 Interestingly, Latvala and Solberg elected 16th 
and 17th on the start list for SS1, while Hirvonen and Loeb 
chose fi rst and second... Dust is always a factor on these 
stages, and organisers will be watering the gravel roads to 
minimise the dust levels. Running fi rst on the road is seen 
as a disadvantage, as much as 0.5sec per kilometer in Rally 
de Portugal, but will Hirvonen and Loeb run fi rst on the road 
to avoid the hanging dust clouds or to intentionally slow 
their pace to for a more favourable position on Day Two? The 
opposite tactics have been employed by the Ford World Rally 
Team. Which will prove succesful? All these questions and 
tactics ahead of the fi rst stage, we are most certainly in for a 

rally second to none!

Start Position:
01) M. Hirvonen (Citroën DS3 WRC)
02) S. Loeb (Citroën DS3 WRC)
03) O. Tanak (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)
04) D. Sordo (MINI Countryman John Cooper Works WRC)
05) J. Ketomaa (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)
06) T. Neuville (Citroën DS3 WRC)
07) A. Araujo (MINI Countryman John Cooper Works WRC)
08) M. Prokop (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)
09) N. Al-Attiyah (Citroën DS3 WRC)
10) D. Oliviera (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)
11) P. Van Merksteijn jnr (Citroën DS3 WRC)
12) D. Kuipers (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)
13) P. Sandell (MINI Countryman John Cooper Works WRC)
14) M. Ostberg (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)
15) E. Novikov (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)
16) P. Solberg (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)
17) J-M. Latvala (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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After a dramatic day’s action, Tom Cave and co-
driver Craig Parry emerged winners of the Bulldog 
International Rally of North Wales and in doing so, 
recorded their fi rst MSA British Rally Championship 
victory.
 They fi nished just 03 seconds ahead of Keith 
Cronin/Marshall Clarke, who were in-turn 11.7 seconds 
ahead of Jarkko Nikara/Petri Nikara – all three crews in 
Citroën DS3s and proving once again that the BRC’s two-
wheel-drive formula provides ultra-close competition.
 Starting and fi nishing in Welshpool, the rally initially 
featured 11 classic Welsh stages in forests to the west of the 
town, until two days before the event, when its organisers 
were forced to cancel the two runs through Dyfnant. This left 
nine stages, which all took place on Saturday.
 The fi rst of these saw Nikara/Nikara set the fastest 
time by a slender 03.2 seconds ahead of Rallye Sunseeker 
winners Mark Donnelly/Dai Roberts (Renault Clio R3), the 
two crews continuing where they left off from Round One. 
But for Donnelly/Roberts the battle was to be short-lived: 
as they crossed the fl ying fi nish at the end of the following 

stage, the car slid wide, clipped a telegraph pole and spun 
into a tree, the impact forcing him and co-driver Dai Roberts 
to retire on the spot.
 Also exiting the event following an accident was BRC 
returnee Molly Taylor/Phil Clarke, who rolled their Ford Fiesta 
on the opening stage. Thankfully, all crew members involved 
with these two incidents were unharmed, but the same could 
not be said for their cars.
 Others to retire were Arron Newby/Julian Wilkinson, 
who got no further than a mile before beaching their Skoda 
Fabia on a tree stump and, although willing helpers tried 
to return the car to the road, it was well and truly stuck. 
Coincidentally, Ruary McCloud/Paul Beaton’s Ford Fiesta also 
came to a halt at exactly the same spot.
 Cave/Parry acclimatised themselves to the new car 
so well on the opening stage, they set the fastest time by 
over 04 seconds on the next – a performance that launched 
them into the lead by 01.7 seconds. They then proceeded to 
extend their advantage to 03 seconds ahead of Nikara/Nikara 
before the fi rst service halt in Welshpool.
 For Alastair Fisher/Daniel Barritt, SS5 was to be 
their last when a fuel leak in the Ford Fiesta turned into a 
fi re. After pulling up at the side of the road, some of the 
following competitors stopped to help extinguish the fl ames, 

which meant that the crews involved were given notional 
times. This included double British Rally Champion Keith 
Cronin who, with co-driver Marshall Clarke, was now up to 
third and happy with his progress having hardly driven his 
Citroën DS3 before the event and not competed in a front-
wheel-drive car since 2006.
 The time sheets showed Elfyn Evans/Andrew 
Edwards in fourth place at the service halt in their Ford Fiesta 
R2, an impressive performance amongst the more powerful 
R3 machinery, whilst another local crew Osian Pryce/Iestyn 
Williams were fourth in their Citroën DS3. Similarly to 
Cronin, Jonny Greer returned to the BRC and was getting 
used to driving a two-wheel-drive car again, he and co-driver 
Damien Connelly lying sixth in another brand new Citroën 
DS3.
 Behind them was the second of the Finnish crews 
Jukka Korhonen/Mikael Korhonen, who had a good fi rst stage 
in the Pirelli Star Driver Skoda Fabia, but had been distracted 
by the oil temperature warning light on the following two 
stages, even though there was nothing wrong with the car. 
Experiencing more signifi cant problems during the morning 
was yet another Citroën DS3 crew: Desi Henry/Niall Burns, 
who collected a puncture on SS5 that spoilt their chances of 
repeating the podium result they achieved in round one.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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 Jack Rowe/James Aldridge lost second gear in their 
Ford Fiesta not far from the start and therefore, had spent 
the rest of the day changing from fi rst to third - and vice-
versa. Christian South/Tomas Whittle also had issues that 
slowed them during the morning’s stages, when they slid 
wide, clipped a bank and momentarily put their Citroën C2R2 
Max on its side during SS5.
 The next leg of the rally in the afternoon was a re-
run of the fi rst and, whilst Cronin/Clarke were fastest by 02.7 
seconds on SS6, Cave/Parry went nearly ten seconds faster 
than anyone else on the next stage. Nikara/Nikara fought 
back with a 01.9 second stage win on SS8 and, even though 
the leading trio has all won a stage in what turned out to be 
the fi nal loop, it was Cave/Parry that held the lead by just 
three seconds.
 As cars exited the second run through Garthieniog, 
news came in that a BRC Challenge car had caught fi re on 
the non-competitive section that led from the end of SS8 to 
the Dolgellau service halt and consequently, the police closed 
the road. This led to competitors being re-routed and, with 
the event running around 90 minutes later than anticipated; 
organisers decided that with darkness falling the last loop of 
three stages would not be run on safety grounds.
 Once in Dolgellau, crews were instructed to return 
to Welshpool and the times following SS8 would stand as 
the fi nal results. Therefore a delighted Cave and Parry were 
declared the winners, with Cronin/Clarke second – even 

though a last-minute fuel pump problem delayed them 
getting back to the service area. Nikara/Nikara were third - 
the Finns having to nurse their car back to the fi nish due to a 
broken driveshaft – and Pryce/Williams a frustrated fourth in 
light of the issues that transpired in the closing stages.
 “I’ve been waiting to win an international rally for 
a while, so to fi nally do it is fantastic – especially on my 
home event”, said Cave. “I really concentrated on making 
as few mistakes as possible today and it’s paid off. After 
the problems I had on Tuesday when the steering broke 
and I went off the road testing my own car, I have to thank 
everyone who helped get another DS3 organised in time for 
me to compete this weekend. Needless to say, I am very, 
very happy with the result.”
 Evans/Edwards continued their near-perfect 
performance to fi nish a hard-earned fi fth and win Class 6, 
with Greer/Connelly pleased to make it home in sixth after 
a spin and with their car’s dashboard display becoming 
invisible towards the end. Korhonen/Korhonen had an 
excellent run through the fi nal three stages and fi nished 
seventh, but were bemused not to have closed on their 
Welsh Class 6 rivals, whilst Henry/Burns had fought back to 
eighth after their earlier puncture.
 Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead started the event 
slower than they would have liked, but got quicker as the 
day went on and claimed ninth place in their Renault Clio 
R3. Rounding off the top ten was James Grint/Craig Drew, 

who were another crew to be debuting a Citroën DS3 and 
were very pleased to make it through the day without 
experiencing any problems at all. H&H

BRC Bulldog Int’l Rally Final Classifi cation:
01) T. Cave/C. Parry
      Citroën DS3 - 56m 39.0s
02) K. Cronin/M. Clarke
      Citroën DS3 + 03.0s
03) J. Nikara/P. Nikara
      Citroën DS3 + 14.7s
04) O. Pryce/I. Williams
      Citroën DS3 + 49.4s
05) E. Evans/A. Edwards
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 54.9s
06) J. Greer/D. Connelly
      Citroën DS3 + 01m 17.9s
07) J. Korhonen/M. Korhonen
      Skoda Fabia R2 + 01m 38.4s
08) D. Henry/N. Burns
      Citroën DS3 + 02m 04.5s
09) E. Kaur/E. Lepikson
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 02m 07.8s
10) P. Taylor/A. Roughead
      Renault Clio R2 + 02m 15.2s



A fi ery start to the 2012 South African Rally 
Championship has set the tone for a season that 
promises action aplenty, nail-bitingly close fi nishes 
and maximum attack from all crews in every stage.
 The season-opening Total Rally 2012 saw a lead 
that changed hands six times over the two days, 16 stages 

and 196km of competition, with two different manufacturers 
from three different teams claiming the podium positions on 
Saturday evening.
 After a day-long two-way battle, Mark Cronje/Robin 
Houghton (Team Sasol) outpaced Team Castrol Toyota’s 
Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan by 39.3 seconds to claim the 
overall victory in front of thousands of Durban’s motorsport 
fans.
 For this year’s event, organisers (Natal Motorcycle 

and Car Club) and sponsors (Total South Africa) put on an 
event that has set the bar high for others on the South 
African Ralyl Championship calendar to follow. The drawcard 
for many was the nearly 3km-long Super Special Stage run 
in the area around the beautiful Moses Mabhida Stadium. 
 With excitement diffi cult to contain, nerves and 
adrenalin at an all-time high, crews took to SS1 on Friday 
afternoon with an attacking attitude after that morning’s 
Qualifying session to determine start positions. The slippery 
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gravel roads of the KwaZulu-Natal soth coast’s sugar cane 
fi elds meant that crews running amongst the top fi ve crews 
on the start list would suffer as “road sweepers” while crews 
starting lower down the start order would be able to benefi t 
from the added traction of a clean line on the loose gravel 
stages. However, SS1 was cancelled after only six cars had 
cleared the stage: the factory-backed Team Castrol Toyota 
Auris S2000 of Leeroy Poulter/Elvene Coetzee went off the 
road and stalled. In trying to recover the car back to the 
tracks, the hot exhaust ignited the dry sugar cane leaves and 
the surrounding area burned. The fi re quickly swept to the 
Auris S2000, and within minutes the rally machine was sadly 
reduced to a smouldering and smoking chassis... The crew 
was uninjured in the incident. Organisers stopped the stage 

to control the fi re, and then cancelled the stage. All crews 
were redirected to SS2, and for the majority of the rally fi eld 
this was to be their fi rst stage of the Total Rally 2012.
 Debuting their new rally weapon on this event 
was the BP Volkswagen Racing team with their three crews 
piloting all-new Polo S2000s.
 Through SS2 to Day One’s fi nal stage SS6, the 
rally’s lead changed fi ve times between four different crews 
and three different manufacturers. Enzo Kuun/Guy Hodgson 
and BP Volkswagen Polo S2000 team-mates Hergen Fekken/
Pierre Arries challenged the Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000 of 
Charl Wilken/Greg Godrich and the Team Castrol Toyota Auris 
S2000 of Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan.
 At the Day One overnight halt, the leader board 

could not be any tighter: Wilken led Gemmell by 0.1 second 
followed by Team Total’s Jean-Pierre Damseaux/Grant Martin 
in their Toyota Auris S2000 third just 2.6 seconds adrift. 
At this point, Cronje was eighth and 27.8 seconds off the 
leader’s pace...
 Day Two’s action resumed with the remaining crews 
in this rally characterized by high attrition for nine gravel 
sages in the Scottburgh region. Immediately, Gemmell and 
Cronje were locked in battle on the day’s opening 25km-
long stage. Cronje blitzed through this stage, moving up the 
leader board from eighth to second overall. His stage time 
was some 25 seconds quicker than his rivals!
 Cronje, only 4 seconds off Gemmell’s lead, attacked 
in SS8 and leapfrogged the Toyota Auris pilot to jump ahead 



3.9 seconds. The chasing pack was led by Wilken, already 
dropping back to 24.5 seconds.
 Never to underestimate Gemmell, he proved this 
after suffering a loss of time to drop from second overall to 
fi fth and was 01min 51.3sec behind Kuun in SS9. From out 
of nowhere, Enzo Kuun in his new Volkswagen Polo S2000 
charged from fouth overall and 28.1 seconds behind Cronje 
to fi rst overall and with a lead of 19.3 seconds over rival 
Cronje.
 The ding-dong battle continued in SS10 with Cronje 
edging closer to Kuun’s lead and then in SS11 he re-claimed 
the overall rally lead with an advantage of 18.8 seconds.
 Dutch rally ace Hans Weijs jnr and Belgian co-
driver Bjorn Degandt (BP Volkswagen Racing Team) and 

Team Total’s Damseaux suffered punctures and a snapped 
sideshaft in the eventful SS13, with Gemmell moving from 
fi fth to third and Weijs jnr to fourth and Damseaux to fi fth.
Gemmell, who was over 01min 50sec off the lead pace in 
SS11 was now only 9.6 seconds behind Cronje’s top spot...
 In SS14, Wilken cemented his position in third place 
overall and Basil Read Ford Rally team-mates Jan Habig/
Robert Paisley slotted into fourth position in his debut in a 
Ford Fiesta S2000.
 The fi ght for the lead was in full force going into the 
rally’s fi nale, the Super Special Stage in the heart of Durban. 
Cronje steered hsi car perfectly through the asphalt stage to 
collect the fi rst win of 2012, with Gemmell just behind on the 
leader board!

 Kuun was the fi rst of the all-new factory BP 
Volkswagen Polos in fi fth place, 02min behind and 01min 
05sec ahead of team-mate Weijs jnr who impressed in their 
fi rst appearance on a South African rally.
 Damseaux fi nished seventh ahead of Team Total 
team-mates Mohammed Moosa/Andre Vermeulen. Making 
up the top ten, all of whom competed in the top Class S2000 
were Jon Williams/Cobus Vrey in a Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000 
and Wilro Dippenaar/Morne du Toit in a PZN Panelbeaters 
Toyota RunX S2000. 
 Damseaux’s pace is electric this season: running in 
third place at the overnight halt, a spin on the day’s opening 
speed test then a puncture and snapped sideshaft in SS13 
relegated this talented driver to a spectator in the fi ght 



for the overall podium positions. Williams was impressive 
over the weekend, building pace in each stage and had 
moved up the leader board to third overall in SS7 only to be 
robbed of his hard work in SS8 when his Ford Fiesta S2000 
mysteriously lost rear drive. This problem was solved at the 
Service Park, but after limping through the stages the Cape 
Town-based driver had to settle for ninth overall. Watch out 
for Williams and Damseaux on the next rally, I feel!
 Former champions Hergen Fekken and Pierre Arries 
were forced to retire their BP VW Polo on Saturday with a 
recurrence of the electrical problems that robbed them of 
fi nishing fi rst on Friday.
 The new S2000 Challenge, for the earlier versions 
of the premier Class cars, was won by Dippenaar/Du Toit, 
who fi nished 06min 50sec ahead of the BP Volkswagen Polo 
of Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin, the only other competitors in the 
class failed to fi nish. Henk Lategan/Barry White in a Q8 
Oils Volkswagen Polo rolled out of contention on Day One, 

while Nicolas Ryan/Geoff Tyrer (Grandmark International 
Volkswagen Polo S2000) also had the misfortune of watching 
their car burn out in a similar incident to that of the Poulter 
Toyota. Fortunately, the crew was not injured on the incident.
 Former Class S1600 Champions Craig Trott and co-
driver Robbie Coetzee won the Class S1600 honours for two-
wheel drive cars and were 13th overall in their Team Total 
Toyota RunX, beating closest rivals Matthew Vacy-Lyle/Schalk 
van Heerden (Yato Tools Toyota RunX) by 03min 53sec. Third 
were Murray Lloyd/Ralph Lehman in a Volkswagen Polo in 
their national rally championship debut.

SARC Total Rally 2012 Final Classifi cation:
01) M. Cronje/R. Houghton
       Ford Fiesta S2000 - 02hr 03m 16.6s
02) J. Gemmell/C. Swan
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 39.3s
03) C. Wilken/G. Godrich
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 01m 37.2s
04) J. Habig/R. Paisley
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 01m 51.5s
05) E. Kuun/G. Hodgson
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 02m 01.9s
06) H. Weijs jnr/B. Degandt
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 03m 08.6s
07) J-P. Damseaux/G. Martin
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 04m 17.6s
08) M. Moosa/A. Vermeulen
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 06m 09.6s
09) J. Williams/C. Vrey
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 06m 43.7s
10) W. Dippenaar/M. Du Toit
       Toyota RunX S2000 + 06m 55.7s

H&H
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