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Jost Capito (53) will take over the management of 
Volkswagen Motorsport effective 1 May 2012. He is 
following Kris Nissen (51), who will be supporting 
his successor during the orientation phase and 
subsequently be available to the Group in an advisory 
role.
 Jost Capito is joining the Volkswagen Group from 
the Ford Motor Company USA and has been gathering racing 
experience over several decades, including – among others 
– in Formula One but also as a co-driver and winner of the 

Paris-Dakar Rally in the truck classifi cation. 
 Capito, who has a degree in engineering, started his 
professional career in 1984 as a development engineer for 
high-performance engines at BMW. From 1989, he was Head 
of Carrera Cup Organisation at Porsche and subsequently 
assumed overall responsibility for all Porsche Cups. 
 From 1996 to 2001, he served in a leading role 
at Sauber Petronas Engineering and from 1998 was Chief 
Operating Offi cer in the Sauber Red Bull F1-Team. 
 At the end of 2001, Capito switched to Ford where 
he most recently had worldwide responsibility for the 
performance vehicles and motorsport strategy.
 Kris Nissen (51) has been Managing Director 

of Volkswagen Motorsport since 2003 and has achieved 
important motorsport successes for Volkswagen during 
this time. Dr Ulrich Hackenberg, Member of the Board of 
Management for Development of the Volkswagen brand, 
thanked Nissen for his successful work: “Mr Nissen has 
advanced Volkswagen Motorsport in a major way, leading the 
motorsport team in what has so far been its most successful 
phase. He made a crucial contribution, for instance, to 
Volkswagen having scored a one-two victory at the 2009 
Dakar Rally and making motorsport history with the one-
two-three victories at the Dakar Rally in 2010 and 2011.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport
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SERVICE PARK



Mads Ostberg and Jonas Andersson (Adapta World 
Rally Team) have inherited their fi rst World Rally 
Championship (WRC) win at the Vodafone Rally 
de Portugal following the eleventh-hour exclusion 
of provisional rally victors, Mikko Hirvonen/Jarmo 
Lehtinen (Citroën Total World Rally Team).
 Last weekend’s rally proved to be one of the 
most eventful for decades. Whilst none of the four leading 
manufacturer-entered drivers were classifi ed at the end 
of the event, Ostberg thrived behind the wheel of his 
Ford Fiesta RS WRC in the tricky conditions. Keeping his 
composure throughout the four days of competition, the 
young Norwegian excelled where the more experienced 
faltered to claim the fi rst WRC victory for a privateer since 

1993.
 The stewards’ decision also promotes M-Sport Ford 
World Rally Team’s Evgeny Novikov/Denis Giraudet to second 
overall. With a sensational drive in their ALM Russia and 
ALM Rally.ru supported Ford Fiesta RS WRC, the youngster 
overcame a multitude of issues – including late dramas with 
a broken throttle pedal over the fi nal loop – to claim the fi rst-
ever podium for a Russian driver in the WRC. Coming into his 
own over the course of this season, Novikov’s second place 
demonstrates his potential as one of the WRC’s most gifted 
young talents.
 Hirvonen was excluded following a report from the 
FIA technical delegate late Sunday night which stated his 
car’s clutch did not comply with the regulations. The report 
also stated that the turbine wheel in the car’s turbocharger 
exceeded the authorised diameter. Citroën Total World Rally 
Team has decided to not appeal the exclusion.

 Despite missing the fi rst round of the season, 
Ostberg now lies third in the drivers’ standings, just nine 
points adrift of factory Ford driver Petter Solberg in second, 
and 13 from the lead held by Sebastien Loeb (Citroën Total 
World Rally Team). Novikov remains fi fth, but extends his 
lead over Jari-Matti Latvala to 11 points.
 Mads Østberg, Adapta World Rally Team said:
“Of course we are very happy with the win, but it is not the 
way we wanted to take it and I am very disappointed for 
Mikko [Hirvonen] as he did a fantastic job all weekend.
“But we had a really good rally ourselves and we will 
defi nitely be celebrating our ‘second’ place. Our pace was 
good and I felt as though we were always in control.
“We have had a great start to the season and are now in a 
very good position in the [drivers’] championship. We won’t 
be aiming for a podium in Argentina, but once we return to 
more familiar events we’ll certainly be pushing for more.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: WorldRallyPics
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The 2012 South African National Rally Championship 
got off to a fast start in KwaZulu-Natal last weekend 
with a closely-contested Total Rally that attracted 
thousands of spectators at the many vantage points 
along the 16-stage route.
 Good entries in each of the two classes, S2000 for 
2.0 litre four-wheel drive cars and S1600 for 1.6 litre two-
wheel drive cars, featured a number of new cars and driver/
co-driver combinations.  The Rally Commission of Motorsport 
South Africa added further spice to the event by introducing 
a number of fresh innovations in its drive to popularise 
the sport both with competitors and South African sport 
enthusiasts.
 These included a short qualifying special stage on 
the tarmac surface of a parking area near the Moses Mabhida 
Stadium on Friday, which was watched by an appreciative 
crowd of rally enthusiasts.  The result of this spectacular 
gymkhana-type stage, with competitors negotiating a tight 
route demarcated by menacing barriers, determined the start 
order for the rally proper later in the day.  
 The top ten seeded drivers then chose their 
preferred start positions, with the winners, Enzo Kuun and 
Guy Hodgson in a factory BP Volkswagen Polo, opting for 
number ten to avoid having to ‘sweep’ the loose and slippery 

gravel surface of the stages that followed.
 Sponsors Total pulled out all the stops to make the 
event more memorable with a high profi le marketing and 
promotions campaign and were rewarded with large numbers 
of enthusiastic spectators who were drawn to the well 
identifi ed spectator points along the route on both Friday and 
Saturday.
 The tarmac spectator stage in Durban, a longer 
version of the qualifying stage, saw packed grandstands on 
both Friday night, when it concluded the fi rst day’s action 
and the fi nal stage on Saturday afternoon.
 The event saw the debut of the all-new factory 
S2000 BP Volkswagen Polo, with three examples for former 
champions Enzo Kuun/Guy Hodgson, Hergen Fekken/Pierre 
Arries, and newcomers to the team, Dutch driver Hans Weijs 
Jnr and Belgian co-driver Bjorn Degandt.  Kuun fi nished fi fth 
ahead of Weijs, while Fekken retired with electrical problems 
on day two.  
 The S2000 Ford Fiestas, which won fi ve of last 
year’s seven rounds, were again dominant, winning 11 of 
the 16 stages. Mark Cronje and Robin Houghton (Sasol Ford) 
won eight stages on their way to victory, while third-placed 
Charl Wilken and Greg Godrich (Basil Read Ford) won two 
and new team-mates Jan Habig and Robert Paisley won 
one on their way to a credible fourth place in their debut 
appearance in the Basil Read Ford.
 Overall runners-up Johnny Gemmell and Carolyn 

Swan (Castrol Team Toyota Auris) claimed three stage wins 
in their debut appearance together.  Qualifying stage winners 
Kuun and Hodgson won the special stage on Friday in their 
BP Volkswagen Polo.
 New faces in the S1600 fi eld included Murray Lloyd 
and Ralph Lehmann (MLC Computer Solutions VW Polo), 
who impressed with second place in class behind former 
champion Craig Trott and co-driver Robbie Coetzee (Team 
Total Toyota RunX) in their fi rst national championship rally.  
Nic van der Westhuizen was another debutant to impress, 
fi nishing fourth in class in an SA Earthworks Ford Fiesta with 
experienced co-driver Henry Dearlove Jnr. 
 “We’re very happy with the weekend’s event,” said 
Rally Commission president Richard Leeke.  “It augurs well 
for a successful season ahead.  We enjoyed great support 
from competitors and the public, as well as the event 
sponsor Total, who has supported this popular KwaZulu-Natal 
rally for many years.  
 “The qualifying stage innovation was a bonus for the 
fans and worked well.  Traditionally the starting order for the 
rally is based on driver seeding, which means the top-seeded 
driver has the disadvantage of starting fi rst on the road and 
having to ‘sweep’ the route for the following competitors.”
 Round two of the SA Rally Championship and also 
round two of the FIA African Rally Championship is the Sasol 
Rally in Mpumalanga on 20 - 21 April.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Evan Rothman
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Michelin and Rallying with Group B are pleased to 
announce the UK’s only multi-venue rally for Group 
B cars and other rally cars of signifi cant note: The 
Michelin Rallye Groupe B.
 Sponsored by Michelin, the rally will take place over 
the bank holiday weekend of 25/26 August on the roads of 
Cheshire and North Staffordshire, with Special Stages in the 
grounds of castles and stately homes and service at Oulton 
Park race circuit.
 The event is Rallying with Group B’s take on the 
fabled spectacular stages of the RAC Rallies of the 1980s 

and will be run as a National B Event under the General 
Regulation of the UK MSA. It will incorporate the provisions 
of the International Sporting Code of the FIA and Appendices 
K and J, both for competition and demonstration.
 Rallying with Group B’s members have already 
reserved 60-plus places so there should be cars to suit every 
taste that will help recapture the heady days of this iconic 
era of rallying.
 Regulations and further details for the event will be 
issued as soon as possible and will be available at: 
http://www.rallyegroupeb.com.
 Steve Dolby, Michelin Product Marketing Manager, 
comments: “Michelin is delighted to be involved with the 
Rallying with Group B Trust on this spectacular event.

 “Michelin has a strong commitment to motorsport, 
demonstrated by the fact that we are at the top of today’s 
World Rally Championship and we were also there during the 
glory days of Group B on such iconic cars as the Audi Quattro 
and Peugeot 205 T16. Therefore, it is only natural that 
Michelin is involved in this event which aims to recapture 
the feel of one of the most memorable periods in rallying’s 
history.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Newspress
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The Donnelly Group Circuit of Ireland Rally will 
be a thrilling addition to the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge (IRC) when it hosts the all-action, 
Eurosport-backed series for the fi rst time this 
weekend.
 With an entry list packed full of some of the best 
drivers in the IRC, not to mention several leading contenders 
from Ireland and Northern Ireland, the event features two 
showcase tests that will create added excitement.
 The Titanic Super Special Stage in Belfast’s Titanic 
Quarter, where the famous ocean liner was designed and 
constructed more than 100 years ago, plus a stage through 
the streets of Lisburn, will combine with stages through the 
demanding country lanes based around host town Armagh 
to form one of the most spectacular events on the 2012 IRC 
calendar.
 Following a ceremonial start in the centre of 
Northern Ireland’s capital Belfast on Good Friday afternoon, 
the competitive action begins at 17h00 local time with the 
Titanic Super Special Stage, a 1.90km blast under the iconic 
Harland and Wolff cranes used in the building of the Titanic. 
Crews then head north of Armagh for two repeated stages, 
the second runs of which will take place at night.
 Twelve special stages provide the backdrop 

to Saturday’s competitive running with the demanding 
25.12km Redrock stage, which will be run three times in 
total, bringing 221.47km of high-speed action to a close on 
Saturday evening (7 April).
 Although the Circuit of Ireland Rally uses Tarmac-
only stages, the asphalt in Northern Ireland is unique with a 
bumpy and low-grip surface set to provide the IRC regulars 
with a tough test, which is increased by the narrow and 
undulating nature of the roads.
 Car set-up is a compromise between precision road 
holding and an allowance for the fl at-out jumps and bumps 
that will litter the stages, with a high degree of suspension 
travel vital.
 The inclusion of the tight and twisty Titanic and 
Lisburn town centre stages merely adds to the task facing 
the crews when fi nalising set-up. The weather can also be 
unpredictable with periods of sunshine mixed with rainy 
spells, making tyre choice crucial.  
 Rallying is hugely popular in Ireland and Northern 
Ireland and tens of thousands of fans are expected to line 
the route during the Easter holiday weekend. Interestingly, 
with the fi rst edition taking place in 1931 as the Ulster Motor 
Rally, the Circuit of Ireland Rally is the second oldest rally in 
the world after Rallye Monte-Carlo.
 Andreas Mikkeslen starts the Donnelly Group Circuit 
of Ireland Rally with an 18-point advantage in the race for 
IRC title glory. However, the Skoda UK Motorsport driver has 

yet to win a round of the IRC on asphalt and the last non-
British or Irish win on the Circuit of Ireland was back in 1979 
when the late Finn Pentti Airikkala triumphed.
 The Finnish challenge this year is represented by 
2010 IRC champion Juho Hänninen and will be partnered 
by Jan Kopecky in the factory Skoda team. Sepp Wiegand 
(Skoda Deutschland) and Robert Barrable (privateer Fabia 
S2000) complete the Skoda Fabia S2000 entries.
 Mathieu Arzeno and Craig Breen will count on the 
exciting upgrades made to Peugeot’s 207 S2000 to bring 
them success. The car has been widened by 20mm to 
provide improved cornering stability, while minor bodywork 
changes will aid brake cooling and air fl ow around the 
wheel arches. While rising star Arzeno is new to the Circuit 
of Ireland stages, talented Irishman Breen has extensive 
knowledge of the terrain and will be expected to fl y.
 Alastair Fisher is the lone M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 
driver on the entry.

Event Essentials:
Starts: Belfast, 16h00, Friday 6 April
Finishes: Armagh, 19h00, Saturday 7 April
Base and permanent service park: Armagh 
Surface: Asphalt
Entries received: 100
Stages: 15
Stage distance: 221.47km
Total: 607.59km

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: IRC Media
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As some of the of the world’s most talented young 
talents did battle for the spoils in the inaugural round 
of the 2012 FIA WRC Academy at the Vodafone Rally 
de Portugal this weekend, there was sure to be some 
excitement. Rising to the challenge Alastair Fisher 
(23) took the victory ahead of Brendan Reeves (23) 
and Pontus Tidemand (21).
 Supported by Ford Racing in Europe and with 
control tyres from Pirelli, the WRC Academy embarked on 
some of the most challenging conditions the World Rally 
Championship (WRC) has seen for decades. Thrown in at 
the deep end, the WRC Academy crews were faced with 
an exceptionally diffi cult fi rst event. Having to cope with 
persistent heavy rain, thick fog, and treacherously slippery 
conditions, the quality of the 2012 competitors shone 
through with nine out of a possible 10 Ford Fiesta R2’s 
making it to the fi nish.
 Returning to the popular Super Special at the Praça 
do Império on Thursday afternoon, fi rst blood went to the 
Australia’s brother and sister pairing of Reeves and Rhianon 
Smyth. With just 2.1 seconds separating the top three, 
asphalt ace Jose Antonio Suárez (21) claimed second with 
Sweden’s Fredrik Åhlin (22) securing third overall. Privileged 

with opening the event, Portuguese driver João Silva (24) set 
the sixth fastest time, in front of this home crowd.
 Thursday evening saw the crews embark upon their 
fi rst real challenge – three back-to-back night stages north 
of the rally’s base in the Algarve. With three different stage 
winners over the three tests, the WRC Academy was fast 
becoming one of the most exciting battles in the fi eld.
 Securing the stage win on SS2 followed by two 
top-fi ve times over the remaining loop, Åhlin leap-frogged 
Reeves for the lead – just 0.5 seconds ahead going into Day 
2. SS3 saw Tidemand prove just what it is that makes him 
Sweden’s youngest ever national champion when he secured 
the stage win on his fi rst venture to the Algarve – climbing 
from 10th to an incredible fourth overall in the standings. 
Contesting the fi nal 11.1 km of the day, it was Fisher who 
came out on top to lie just 1.4 seconds adrift of Reeves.
 Elsewhere however, there was heartache for John 
MacCrone (23) as the Scotsman suffered a heavy landing 
on SS2, damaging the radiator of his Fiesta R2 and was 
forced to restart under Rally 2. Nevertheless, with less than 
a minute separating the top six crews going into the second 
day of competition, the outcome remained impossible to 
predict.
 Day Two, and as the weather played havoc on the 
stages around the Tavira municipality, organisers were forced 
to cancel SS7, SS8, SS9 and SS10 for the WRC Academy 

crews. Despite the treacherous conditions, nine crews made 
it to service – highlighting the quality of this year’s fi eld 
given the number of more experienced drivers who fell foul 
of the conditions.
 Having to contend with stages that better resembled 
Wales Rally GB than the Algarve, rally leader Åhlin was 
caught out by the tricky conditions on SS5. The Swede 
went too deep into a second gear left-hander, damaging 
the wishbone and driveshaft of his Fiesta R2 and having 
to restart under Rally 2 regulations on the fi nal day of 
competition.
 It was Fisher’s experience which paid dividends. 
Securing both stage victories, the Northern Irishman was 
propelled into the lead of the event with over a minute 
advantage to Reeves in second.
 Elsewhere on Day Two, there was heartache for 
Elfyn Evans (23) – relegated to the back of the fi eld as poor 
visibility caused him to go off the road on a steep downhill 
section. Becoming lodged in a ditch and unable to get the 
car back on the road, the Welshman put his initiative to good 
use, driving his Fiesta down the bank and building a ‘bridge’ 
to get back on the stage. Despite losing some 14 minutes, 
Evans restarted on the last day of competition.
 Embarking on the fi nal day of competitive stages, 
the WRC Academy crews faced three stages through the 
hills north of Faro. With the top three keen to preserve their 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: M-Sport
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hard earned positions over the remaining tests, Åhlin put 
in a charge to secure the stage win on SS11 and SS13 – 
minimising yesterday’s upset with another two points.
 SS12 went to Reeves, but it was not enough to 
catch Fisher out in front. Excelling in the diffi cult conditions, 
the Northern Irishman’s times were never out of the top 
fi ve as he fl ew to victory in the fi rst round of the 2012 FIA 
WRC Academy Cup. Setting some blistering times in the dry 
conditions, Reeves claimed second overall with Tidemand 
excelling – despite incurring a 10 second penalty when a 
fuel issue saw him leave the last service a minute behind 
schedule – to claim the fi nal podium position on his fi rst 
venture to the Portuguese stages.
 Returning for his second season in the FIA WRC 
Academy, Timo Van der Marel (22) brought his Fiesta R2 
home in fourth ahead of Suárez who, following an accident 
in the Spanish Championship last week, had to compete with 
a new co-driver for the fi rst time. Recovering well, Åhlin and 
Evans claimed sixth and seventh respectively, ahead of local-
boy Silva. Following his heavy impact on Day 1, MacCrone 
did well to bring his Fiesta R2 to the fi nish in ninth place.
 Elsewhere there was heartache for Chris Duplessis 
(24). Having been going strongly in fi fth, the charismatic 
American damaged the rear of his Fiesta on SS12. Losing 
over 20 minutes and despite his best efforts and ingenuity to 
fi nd a temporary fi x, the youngster ran out of time and was 

regrettably unable to be classifi ed as a fi nisher in the rally.
 Battling through the treacherous conditions, the 
WRC Academy crews impressed the fi eld on their fi rst event. 
Next up in the Cup, competitors’ will be eager to excel once 
more as they contest the notoriously rough stages of the 
Acropolis Rally.
 Alastair Fisher said: “We are very happy to take the 
fi rst win of the season. We have never seen anything like the 
stages yesterday but we seemed to cope really well in the 
conditions and everything seemed to work well.
 “We focused on being smooth and consistent and 
the car has been perfect, even in the rough stages. We drove 
with a bit too much caution on the fi rst stage today [SS11] 
and Brendan [Reeves] took 15 seconds out of us, so we 
made sure we stayed on his pace for the next two stages 
[SS12 and SS13]. We have worked very hard over the winter 
so it is nice to get a good solid start to the season and points 
on the board.”
 Brendan Reeves said: “It feels so good to get this 
result. The conditions have been tough and Alastair [Fisher] 
hasn’t made it an easy weekend for us. But with two stage 
wins and second overall we couldn’t be happier.
 “We took it a bit easier yesterday in the wet but 
went for it today. The stages had a lot more grip and we 
felt very comfortable in the car so we decided to push. We 
wanted to keep the pressure on Alastair but he drove really 

well all weekend.
 “It was a great rally for us and we couldn’t be 
on the podium with better people! We have had a lot of 
support to allow us to be here and it is all thanks to them. 
We now need to focus on getting more support to keep the 
momentum going for the rest of the season.”
 Pontus Tidemand said: “We had an issue with the 
fuel pressure this morning so we are lucky to be here. I am 
happy with our fi rst weekend in the car, it is the fi rst time I 
have driven the [Ford] Fiesta R2 so it is good to get a strong 
result and some good points.
 “The stages were much nicer today but we are not 
pushing the car to the limit yet.”

WRC Academy Rally de Portugal Final Classifi cation:
01) Fisher - 02h 32m 02.9s
02) Reeves + 40.3s
03) Tidemand + 01m 55.7s
04) Van der Marel + 05m 05.0s
05) Suarez + 07m 34.5s
06) Ahlin + 10m 16.7s
07) Evans + 15m 55.3s
08) Silva + 17m 14.8s
09) MacCrone + 19m 59s
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Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen (Citroën Total 
World Rally Team) have won the fourth round of the 
2012 World Rally Championship (WRC), the Vodafone 
Rally de Portugal. 
 No, hang on; that is now wrong. Mads Ostberg and 
Jonas Andersson (Adapta World Rally Team) have won their 
fi rst rally, and become the fi rst privateer team to do so since 
1993!
 The Finn Hirvonen drove to a comfortable fi nish 
at the top of the leader board, after his rivals all fell off the 
road in the treacherously misty and slippery conditions. But, 

technical irregularities with his Citroën DS3 WRC with its 
clutch and turbo saw the event stewards disqualify his car 
after the post-event scrutineering. It would have been his 
15th career WRC win.
 Hirvonen took charge of the rally from SS2, and was 
virtually unchallenged to the fi nish line with a healthy 01min 
51.8sec advantage over the fi eld. Mads Ostberg fi nished 
second overall in his Ford Fiesta RS WRC, but was handed 
the victory and the Norwegian was a deserved inheritor of 
the win after a faultless performance throughout the stages 
and survived a last-minute scare when his Ford’s engine 
dropped onto three cyclinders.
 Evgeniy Novikov (ALM Russia Rally Team) secured 
his highest result to date in the WRC with second overall, 

despite a throttle problem in SS20 that slowed him. This is 
his maiden podium, and his co-driver Denis Giraudet became 
the oldest co-driver to fi nish on the podium at the age of 56.
 “I was waiting for this moment for a long time 
so I am very happy with this result,” said the 21-year-old 
Novikov.
 Petter Solberg/Chris Patterson (Ford World Rally 
Team) brought his total of stage wins this weekend to eight 
in his Ford Fiesta RS WRC. However, his failure to complete 
Friday’s second stage meant he languished in fourth overall 
and was then gifted third by Hirvonen’s disqualifi cation. 
Adding to Solberg’s woes, his bid to win the Power Stage was 
hampered when it rained heavily prior to his run.
 Nasser Al-Attiyah (Citroën Junior Team) was in a 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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career-best fi fth all event-long, only for a puncture to drop 
him to fi fth on the penultimate stage. But a charging run by 
the Qatari World Rally Team ace coupled with a hesitant start 
by Martin Prokop (Czech World Rally Team) meant Al-Attiyah 
was able to regain the position by a handful of seconds.
 Dennis Kuipers (FERM Power Tools World Rally 
Team) marked his return to the WRC for the fi rst time 
since Wales Rally GB last November by fi nishing sixth with 
Sebastien Ogier seventh in a Volkswagen Motorsport-run 
Skoda Fabia S2000 just 21sec adrift.
 Thierry Neuville (team-mate to Al-Attiyah at the 
Citroën Junior Team) took eighth and his fi rst WRC points 
despite a double puncture on the penultimate test forcing 
him to complete the Power Stage with a defl ated tyre after 
he ran out of spares.
 Jari Ketomaa (DMack Ford Raly Team) overcame a 
succession of mechanical glitches to take ninth after Peter 
van Merksteijn Jr (Van Merksteijn Motorsport) was delayed 
by a broken front-right driveshaft on the penultimate stage. 
The Dutch driver settled for tenth position overall.

 Dani Sordo won the event-closing Power Stage in 
Prodrive’s latest-specifi cation MINI John Cooper Works WRC. 
But delays on Thursday night and a puncture on Sunday’s 
penultimate run, caused when he spun into a bank, restricted 
him to 11th.
 Daniel Oliveira impressed on his debut in a Stohl 
Racing Ford Fiesta RS WRC in 12th, which earned the Brazil 
World Rally Team eight manufacturers’ championship points.
 With the fuel pressure problems that held him 
back on Saturday afternoon cured, Jari-Matti Latvala took 
three stage wins on his way to a lacklustre 13th overall. 
Nevertheless the Finn picked up valuable points for the 
factory Ford team.
 Ott Tanak fi nished 14th after an impact on SS18 
left his M-Sport Fiesta with a broken toe-link bracket and a 
damaged brake disc.
 Home hero Armindo Araujo overcame a puncture on 
the penultimate stage to fi nish 15th in his WRC Team MINI 
Portugal John Cooper Works.

WRC Academy Rally de Portugal Final Classifi cation:
01) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC - 04h 21m 16.1
02) E. Novikov/D. Giraudet
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 33.2s
03) P. Solberg/C. Patterson
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 55.6s
04) N. Al-Attiyah/G. Bernacchini
      Citroën DS3 WRC + 06m 05.8s
05) M. Prokop/Z. Hruza
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 06m 09.2s
06) D. Kuipers/R. Buysmans
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 06m 47.3s
07) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 07m 09.0s
08) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul
      Citroën DS3 WRC + 08m 37.9s
09) J. Ketomaa/M. Stenberg
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 09m 52.8s
10) P. Van Merksteijn/E. Chevaillier
      Citroën DS3 WRC + 10m 11.0s
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