
HandbrakesHandbrakes
HairpinsHairpins&&
your insight into the world of rallying
your insight into the world of rallying

CRONJE TAKES TWO FROM TWOCRONJE TAKES TWO FROM TWO

The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!
Issue 229 • 26 April 2012 • Issue 229 • 26 April 2012 • http://wp.me/pkXchttp://wp.me/pkXc

http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com


 
 

 

 

Now exclusively available from ATS Motorsport 
 

 

 
 

 
 

To place your order contact us on the following number- 

Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail – info@ats-motorsport.co.za 

Website – ats-motorsport.co.za 

 

http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za
http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za
http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za


To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.

CONTACTCONTACT

Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Ostberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc

EDITORIAL INFORMATIONEDITORIAL INFORMATION

Contributors Liga Stirna, Patrick Vermaak, Motorpics, 
Newspress.

FOLLOW US!

Issue 229 • 26 April 2012Issue 229 • 26 April 2012

Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally?  Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally?  White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATIONADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

In 2012, we will bring YOU:

more opinions

more photographs

more competitions

more videos

as you ASKED for in 2011!

http://www.facebook.com/HandHmag
http://twitter.com/Evan_Rothman


Dani Sordo this weekend competes not with the Prodrive MINI Dani Sordo this weekend competes not with the Prodrive MINI 
World Rally Team in WRC’s Rally Argentina but rather with the World Rally Team in WRC’s Rally Argentina but rather with the 
Ford World Rally Team. Archrival to the Blue Oval for many years, Ford World Rally Team. Archrival to the Blue Oval for many years, 
this match-up (as he steps in to replace the injured Jari-Matti this match-up (as he steps in to replace the injured Jari-Matti 
Latvala) is sure to be awkward for all parties. But, undoubtedly, Latvala) is sure to be awkward for all parties. But, undoubtedly, 
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START RAMP



Latvia’s Talsi region will reverberate with the sounds 
of high-powered rally cars powering through its 
forests, as rally crews take on the Rally of Champions 
on 12 - 13 May. 
 For the fourth year, organisers will gather rally 
champions from different countries to compete against 
each other on a single event. This year, six champions have 
confi rmed from fi ve different countries – Latvia, Lithuania, 
Estonia, Russia and Norway - have confi rmed their entry. 
As usual fi erce competition is anticipated in Talsi, as the 
champions will compete on equal terms for the victory and 
the Champions’ Challenge Cup.
 The Norwegian Rally Champion and FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC) regular Mads Ostberg has confi rmed 
his participation in this year’s Rally of Champions and will 
be partnered by co-driver Jonas Andersson. In the recent 
Rally de Portugal, they took their fi rst WRC victory and 

are currently third in the overall standings. In the Rally of 
Champions, Ostberg will represent the MML Sports – ASRT 
Team and to even out the competition with other drivers, will 
compete in the Group N Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X. This rally 
car will be built in Latvia by Auto Stils Rally Technica (ASRT) 
and during the rally, the car will be maintained by the UK-
based former Mitsubishi Rally Factory Team, MML Sports.
 The list of champions is complemented by the 
double Latvian Rally Champion Andis Neiksans with co-driver 
Peteris Dzirkals. This year they are taking part in the Rally 
Class series, as part of the WRC, and in the Vodafone Rally 
de Portugal they took second place in Class N4. Also this 
year, the winners of the 2011 Rally of Champions Vytautas 
Svedas/Zilvinas Sakalauskas from Lithuania will return to 
defend their honour, as well as their Lithuanian, Baltic and 
NEZ champion titles.
 Participation in the Rally of Champions has also 
been confi rmed by the 2011 Estonian Group N Champions 
Kaspar Koitla/Andres Ots and the overall champions Janis 
Vorobjovs/Guntars Zicans. The Champions’ list is concluded 

by last year’s overall Russian Rally Champion Dmitry Tagirov 
with Anna Zavershinskaya.
 “I am glad to announce to rally fans and participants 
the Rally of Champions 2012, and I am proud that this Rally 
has attracted such a strong World Rally Championship crew. 
This will be a great possibility both for local and foreign 
drivers to compete with one of the leading WRC crews. 
Competitors and spectators can look forward to an exciting 
weekend in May,” said the Rally organiser, Raimonds Strokss.
 The Rally of Champions was created in Latvia in 
2009 within the framework of the Rally Talsi, and this year 
it will be held for the fourth time. The total rally distance is 
approximately 120km and at least 90 percent of it is staged 
on gravel roads. In the previous three years, the Rally 
of Champions attracted such world-renowned drivers as 
Andreas Mikkelsen, Guy Wilks, Juha Salo and Ott Tanak.
More information about the event is available at 
http://www.rallyofchampions.com.
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Here is a chance for you to get to know one of the FIA 
WRC Academy competitors a little better. Following 
the fi rst round of the season at the Vodafone Rally 
de Portugal, we caught up with Chris Duplessis as he 
entertained us on his rallying career, and found out 
something you wouldn’t expect! Find out what the 
charismatic American had to say whilst preparing for 
the second round of the season at the Acropolis Rally 
next month.

Q: How long have you been rallying for? 

A: My fi rst experience of rallying came at the age of 12 when 
I attended a rally school in the States, but I’ve been rallying 
in competition for about six years now.

Q: What was your fi rst rally car? 
A: It was a Volkswagen Golf GTi.

Q: Which rally would you most like to win and why? 
A: It has got to be Finland – it has always been my favourite 
rally to watch on TV. It attracts some great names and you 
can catch a lot of air – awesome!

Q: Which driver, past or present, would you most like 
to compete against and why? 

A: Petter [Solberg]. He is a really fun guy. I bet he is a lot 
of fun to hang out with and it would be cool to trade stage 
times with him.

Q: What is your most memorable rally moment? 
A: The fi rst time I tore up a stage on my fi rst ever rally [at 
the 2005 Maine Forest Rally]. I built the car myself and put 
in a lot of hard work to get there so that will always stand 
out.

Q: What is the most important thing you hope to get 
out of the WRC Academy this year? 
A: The [WRC] Academy is a huge learning curve for me. 
This is my fi rst FIA competition on the world stage and I’ve 
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already got a load of experience from the two events I’ve 
done [Wales Rally GB in 2011 and the inaugural round of the 
2012 season at the Vodafone Rally de Portugal]. The guys in 
the [WRC] Academy are also a really tight-knit group, so I’m 
making some great friends for life too!

Q: How did you fi nd the fi rst round in Portugal? 
A: It was awesome. The roads and conditions were really 
tricky and I need to work on my pacenotes over the course 
of the season, but I had a lot of fun and would defi nitely like 
to compete in Portugal again.

Q: How has your involvement in the WRC Academy 

been received at home? 
A: Everyone in the States is really excited. It is great to have 
another American driver in the WRC and I have had a lot of 
congratulatory emails and phone calls.

Q: Is interest in rallying and the WRC on the rise in 
America? 
A: Yeah I would say so. Before Ken [Block] made it [onto the 
world stage], the WRC seemed almost unattainable for an 
American driver. But that is changing and there is a big buzz 
around my involvement in the [WRC] Academy.

Q: There is a strong bond of friendship amongst the 

WRC Academy drivers, how is the social side of the 
sport for you? 
A: Yeah, we all get on great which makes the competition all 
the more enjoyable. I have even got Fredrik [Åhlin] to admit 
that the United States is the best country in the world!

Q: What are you scared of? 
A: DNF in my third WRC event – I’m starting to get a bit of a 
reputation! H&H
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The Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) always 
provides close, high-speed action. For 2012, this could 
never be more true...
 IRC bosses are promising another exciting addition 
to the all-action series for 2012 when Rally San Marino hosts 
a round of the IRC for the fi rst time from 5 - 7 July.
 The second of four gravel rallies on the IRC schedule 
this year, Rally San Marino forms round seven of the 13-
event calendar and features a competitive distance of 
192km. 

 IRC Motorsport Development Manager Jean-Pierre 
Nicolas joined IRC Commercial Director Antonello Lodoletti 
on a fact-fi nding mission to San Marino earlier this year. The 
visit left him highly impressed.
 “I’ve seen the stages and I can tell that San Marino 
is going to be a fantastic rally,” said Nicolas. “The stages 
are medium-speed and very fl owing, through classic Italian 
countryside: the drivers are going to love it. The roads are 
a real pleasure to drive, on extremely compact gravel that 
is not rough at all, but the important thing will be to fi nd a 
good rhythm, with an average speed of around 95-100km/h 
on the stages. The route is also very compact, with the most 
distant stage being just 60km from the city centre. I think all 

the ingredients are there for a really memorable event.”
 Rally San Marino will be based in the republic’s 
capital San Marino City with the stages taking place over the 
border in Italy and in San Marino itself. Following shakedown 
and the ceremonial start on Thursday 5 July, the action 
begins on Friday with two runs over a 20km stage and two 
passes of a 25km test before a street stage in San Marino 
City brings the action to a close.
 Saturday’s route features a seven-kilometre and a 
16km stage both run three times, plus a 14km stage used 
twice.
 Defending IRC champion Andreas Mikkelsen took 
part on the event last season when it counted as a round of 
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the Trofeo Rally Terra, the Italian Gravel Trophy, and claimed 
victory in a Skoda Fabia S2000, similar to the one he will use 
on this year’s rally. He said: “From doing this rally last year 
I remember the stages to be fast in some places, but also 
twisty with a hard surface. The nature is beautiful so it’s a 
really nice rally to go to.”
 Multiple event-winner Paolo Andreucci is also a big 
fan of the rally and holds the event organiser FAMS in high 
regard. He said: “I love Rally San Marino and have always 
had a very good feeling there. It’s a classic gravel rally – 
really fun to drive. The San Marino federation is an excellent 
organising body, which is a huge supporter of rallying with a 
fantastic history in the sport, so it’s sure to be a very well-
organised and popular event: this is guaranteed.”
 The event, which is taking place for a 40th time this 

season, will benefi t from a central service park in San Marino 
City and the support of an experienced organising team.
 The IRC alsoreceived high praise for its competitors 
from the series’ former champion. Kris Meeke has singled out 
performances by Juho Hänninen and Andreas Mikkelsen on 
the Donnelly Group Circuit of Ireland Rally, describing them 
as “very, very impressive”.
 The former IRC champion was speaking following 
his visit to the second stage of the event, which passed 
less than two kilometres from his home near Dungannon in 
Northern Ireland.
 “It was the fi rst time I’ve watched a rally in a long, 
long time and I have to say I was very, very impressed 
with what I saw,” said Meeke, who won the IRC title in 
2009 driving for Peugeot UK. “Hänninen and Mikkelsen are 

defi nitely on top of their games and you can argue that 
nobody else in the world are as quick as they are in Super 
2000 cars.”
 Hänninen eventually won the event, his ninth 
victory in the IRC, with Mikkelsen claiming second in a 
similar Skoda Fabia S2000.
To boot, the next round of the IRC is the fantastic and 
legendary Tour de Corse on 11 - 12 May forming the fourth 
round on the calendar.
 Five stages of the famous rally will be broadcast 
as they happen on Eurosport, with both runs of Erbajolo-
Pont d’Altiani on Friday 11 May and the three passes of 
Marinca-Cagnano, which includes the fi nal stage of the rally, 
on Saturday 12 May covered live. In total there will be fi ve 
hours of live coverage from Corsica, plus daily round-up 



shows and the new-for-2012 Inside IRC programme, which 
will be transmitted after the event. Highlights will also be on 
the IRC’s offi cial website, http://www.ircseries.com.
 Erbajolo-Pont d’Altiani is based around the town 
of Corte in the centre of the island. Measuring 25.15km on 
smooth asphalt, the stage is known for its high average 
speed of 95km/h, fl owing rhythm and spectacular scenery. 
The stage starts uphill but the fi nish is downhill, creating a 
signifi cant challenge for the drivers – and dramatic footage 
for viewers.
 Meanwhile, Marinca-Cagnano, near Bastia in the 
north of Corsica, is new to the event for 2012. It begins in 
the village of Marinca on the west coast on relatively fl at, 
albeit bumpy roads, which are characterised by their twisty 
and narrow nature. The stage, which measures 30.00km in 

length, climbs inland and when it reaches the village of Pino, 
the road widens and the speeds increase on the downhill 
fi nish. Rally teams used the stage extensively when testing 
for the Tour de Corse in the past.
 Spectacular footage captured by a Cinefl ex 
helicopter, plus the use of SimulCam technology, which 
Eurosport pioneered in rallying during its live coverage of 
Rallye Monte-Carlo in 2012 and allows viewers to watch 
drivers tackling the same section of the stage at the same 
time for comparison purposes, will form the centrepiece of 
Eurosport’s live coverage of Tour de Corse.
 Olivier Fisch, Managing Director of Eurosport Events, 
said: “We are delighted to confi rm Eurosport’s live coverage 
of Tour de Corse in 2012. We cannot wait to give viewers 
around the world watching on television and online the 

opportunity to witness the spectacle of the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge on one of the most iconic events in the sport 
of rallying. Eurosport’s expertise in producing live coverage 
of IRC events is widely regarded, particularly its ability to 
capture spectacular landscapes while, at the same time, 
encapsulate all the action and drama from the stages to 
provide must-watch programmes.”
 For full listing of scheduled live viewing, please visit 
http://wp.me/pkXc ahead of the event. H&H
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Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton (Sasol Ford Fiesta 
S2000) continued their good form in the South African 
Rally Championship when they followed up their 
recent win in the opening round in KwaZulu-Natal’s 
Total Rally with victory in the Sasol Rally, which ended 
in Nelspruit in the Mpumalanga Lowveld this past 
Saturday.
 It was a hard-fought win for the current 
Championship leaders, who were involved in a titanic battle 
with Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan (Castrol Team Toyota 
Auris S2000) throughout the two day 700km event, just as 
they were in the fi rst event of the season.
 Gemmell/Swan led Cronje/Houghton by 14.3sec at 
the end of Day One’s six special stages, with each winning 
two stages during the opening day. Cronje chased down his 
arch rival until just 0.8sec separated the Toyota from the 

Ford at the end of SS11. Gemmell responded on the 16-km 
SS12 by increasing his lead to 03.4sec.
 SS13 was the last of the recognised gravel racing 
stages before the fi nal ceremonial stage over just 500 
metres in the Lowveld Showgrounds arena and it was clear 
that whoever won this stage would likely win the rally.
 Both crews, who were in a class of their own 
throughout the weekend, put in a supreme effort and it was 
Cronje/Houghton who took the honours, 05.2sec ahead of 
Gemmell/Swan to clinch their second successive rally victory 
by the slim margin of 03.1sec. Cronje won four of Day Two’s 
stages with Gemmell taking the honours in two.
 Gemmell was to rue two slow punctures at the end 
of SS2 and SS9, while Cronje did well to overcome a 20-
second penalty at the end of Day One as a result of clocking 
in late at the fi nal control after damaging his Ford’s sub-
frame. This cost him the lead at the end of the day.
 A distant third overall were Dutch driver Hans Weijs 
Jnr and Belgian co-driver Bjorn Degandt (BP Volkswagen Polo 

S2000), who had their best outing so far in their fi rst year in 
the South African Rally Championship to fi nish 01min 37.4sec 
behind the winners. Fourth place went to the Basil Reed Ford 
Fiesta S2000 of multiple former champions Jan Habig and 
Robert Paisley, who were a further 29sec in arrears. They in 
turn were 01min 11.4sec ahead of fi fth-placed Jon Williams/
Cobus Vrey in a second Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000.
 Sixth overall and fi rst in the S2000 Challenge 
category for older spec four-wheel drive cars were Gugu 
Zulu/Carl Peskin (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000), who delivered 
their best performance yet in their fi rst year in the top Class 
of rallying. Second in Class S2000 Challenge and ninth 
overall were 17-year-old Henk Lategan/Barry White (Q8 
Oils Volkswagen Polo S2000), ahead of Werner Koekemoer/
Etienne Lourens (Toyota RunX S2000), who fi nished 12th 
overall.
 Making up the top ten overall were Jean-Pierre 
Damseaux/Grant Martin (Team Total Toyota Auris S2000) in 
eighth place and Japie van Niekerk/Gerhard Snyman (New 
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Africa Developments Volkswagen Polo S2000) in tenth place.
 Punctures on the rocky roads in the York Timbers 
forests in the Sabie, Graskop, and Hendriksdal areas took 
their toll of the 40-strong fi eld, with several top crews among 
those who lost time completing stages on fl at wheels or 
forced to stop in a stage to change a wheel. Among these 
were last year’s winners Leeroy Poulter/Elvene Coetzee 
(Castrol Team Toyota Auris S2000), who lost nearly four 
minutes on SS3 on Day One and lost more time in SS11 on 
Day Two. They eventually fi nished 11th, some 08min 37sec 
behind the winners.
 Former champions Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries (BP 
Volkswagen Polo S2000) recovered well from a puncture 
delay in SS1 to climb steadily through the fi eld to fi nish 
seventh overall, 04min 34sec in arrears.
 The Class S1600 and the Two Wheel Drive 
Championship category was won by Morne van Rensburg/
Rikus Fourie (Volkswagen Polo S1600), who were somewhat 
surprised to fi nd themselves in the lead after starting the 
fi nal day in fi fth place. Overnight leaders Ashley Haigh-

Smith/Craig Parry (Castrol Ford Fiesta R2) dominated the 
Class until losing six minutes with a fl at wheel on SS9. 
This dropped them to second behind Guy Botterill/Simon 
Vacy-Lyle (Yato Tools Toyota RunX S1600). Haigh-Smith 
regained the lead when Botterill retired with a dropped valve 
in the Toyota’s engine only to retire himself with a broken 
driveshaft.
 Also casualties in the Two Wheel Drive 
Championship category were former champions Craig 
Trott/Robbie Coetzee (Team Total Toyota RunX S1600), 
who dropped out of third place on Day Two with a broken 
driveshaft. 
 The second round of the FIA African Rally 
Championship, which ran in conjunction with the second 
round of the South African Rally Championship, was won by 
Cronje/Houghton from Habig/Paisley with Williams/Vrey third 
overall. The leading visiting crew of Mohammed Essa/Greg 
Stead (Subaru Impreza WRX) fi nished fourth ahead of fellow 
visitors Giancarlo Davite/Sylvia Vindevogel, also in a Subaru 
Impreza. Essa was 13th overall in the South African Rally 

Championship event, one place ahead of Davite.

IRC Circuit of Ireland Rally Final Classifi cation:
01) J. Hänninen/M. Markkula 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 - 01h 58m 21.8s
02) A. Mikkelsen/O. Floene 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 44.2s
03) J. Kopecký/P. Dresler 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 01m 39.5s
04) M. Arzeno/R. Jamoul
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 04m 01.6s
05) C. Breen/G. Roberts 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 04m 53.8s
06) R. Barrable/D. Connolly 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 05m 14.5s
07) S. Wiegand/T. Gottschalk 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 06m 15.9s
08) G. Jennings/B. McNulty 
       Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 08m 27.9s
09) D. Kelly/K. Flanagan 
       Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 09m 11.4s
10) S. Moffett/J. O’Reilly 
      Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 09m 16.0s

H&H



With one day to go to the third round of this year’s 
British Rally Championship (BRC), teams are now 
preparing for one of the most challenging events 
in the calendar: the Pirelli International Rally. Why 
challenging? Because all of the rally’s competitive 
mileage takes place in the infamous Kielder Forest, 
its well-trodden gravel roads holding a reputation for 
rewarding the brave and punishing those who dare to 
make a mistake.
 With two different winners emerging and fi erce 
battles raging throughout the fi eld in February’s International 
Rallye Sunseeker and March’s Bulldog International Rally of 
North Wales, the BRC’s innovative and forward-thinking two-
wheel-drive only formula has generated close and exciting 
competition. Therefore, much anticipation hangs in the air as 
to who will come out on top this time around. 
 After winning Round One, Mark Donnelly looked 
like he was going to be the man to beat in Round Two. But 
a sizeable off at the end of the SS2 handed the opportunity 
to his rivals. Tom Cave’s seventh place on the Sunseeker in 
a Ford Fiesta R2 and resounding home win in North Wales 
driving a Citroën DS3 R3 means that he now tops the 
championship tables ahead of this weekend’s Round Three.
 But snapping at the two winners’ heels in terms 
of stage times has been a host of drivers: Jarkko Nikara, 
who retired from round one whilst battling for the lead but 
fi nished third in Round Two; twice-British Champion Keith 

Cronin, who drove an Renault Twingo R1 in Round One and 
then missed out on the win by just 0.3 seconds in a Citroën 
DS3 R3 in Wales; Osian Pryce, who has claimed two fourth 
places in his similar car and Desi Henry, who has scored a 
second and an eighth place respectively - also in a Citroën - 
and now holds fourth in the championship standings.
 Up amongst the leaders is Elfyn Evans who, despite 
not having the luxury of R3 power in his Ford Fiesta R2, has 
been able to achieve a third and a fi fth-place fi nish so far. 
Consequently, he now holds equal second place with Pryce in 
the drivers’ points table to make it an all-Welsh top three. 
 Currently lying fi fth in the standings is Peter Taylor, 
who is gathering pace in his Renault Clio R3 and is another 
driver in with a shot of a podium position this weekend. With 
fellow Clio pilot Donnelly in sixth, seventh is held by Matthew 
Cathcart, who is also second in Class 6 with his Ford Fiesta 
R2.
 Cronin is eighth and likely to improve on his position 
– even though he is acclimatising himself to another new 
team, having recently swapped to Autosport Technology. 
One of fi ve drivers from Scandinavia (four from Finland 
and one from Norway) contesting this year’s British Rally 
Championship is ninth-placed Jarkko Nikara and the Finn is 
another likely to move up the points table.
 First in Class 8 and rounding off the top-ten overall 
is Gethin Jones in his Fiesta ST, whilst in 11th is third Class 6 
runner Jussi Kumpumäki with his Fiesta R2. The Finn shares 
the place with Citroën driver Jonny Greer, with both of them 
just ahead of the third-placed Finn Jukka Korhonen - the 
Pirelli Star Driver looking for a more productive outing this 

time round in his Škoda Fabia R2.
 Following retirements in both rallies so far this 
season, Northern Irish Fiesta R2 driver Alastair Fisher has 
not given up and will be aiming to get points on the board 
by close of play. Unable to score this weekend are three of 
the 27 registered BRC drivers who are having to sit this one 
out: Callum Black (Suzuki Swift), Jack Rowe (Ford Fiesta) 
and Christian South (Citroën C2). However, all are aiming to 
return for Round Four, the Jim Clark Rally on 1 - 2 June.
 Starting and fi nishing in Carlisle, this year sees 
the Pirelli Rally celebrate its 21st year of title sponsorship 
from the world-renowned tyre manufacturer. And, to mark 
this signifi cant anniversary, event organisers have created a 
rally village at the host venue of Carlisle Racecourse, which 
includes static displays, trade stands and entertainment.
 The show opens Friday (27th April) afternoon in 
advance of an autograph session with the drivers and co-
drivers in the centre of Carlisle from 18:00hrs, followed 
by the rally start at 19h00. Competitors then head to the 
forests for a 10.08km stage before a regroup in nearby 
Newcastleton village. Then, when darkness falls, a second 
run of the same stage takes place before the overnight halt.
 Saturday sees a further ten stages, punctuated by 
a 20-minute service halt at Carlisle Racecourse at 13h00.
And, after covering a total competitive distance of 152km, 
the BRC crews return to the racecourse exactly 24-hours 
after they started, the rally fi nish concluding this weekend of 
celebrations.
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The FIA’s World Rally Championship (WRC) heads 
to Argentina for this weekend for what will be the 
longest WRC event for almost ten years!
 With more than 500km of dusty and stone-riddled 
gravel roads for the Rally Argentina, this the fi fth round of 
the 2012 season is set to be the most challenging to date 
for cars and crews. Interestingly, this event is just a few 
kilometres shorter than the 2002 Safari Rally.
 Endurance and reliability is key for this marathon 
rally, with competitors facing two runs of a 52km special 
stage and then the longest stage of the season at 65.74km 
to be run on the fi nal day.
 These long and twisty roads will be a challenge to 
the current crop of WRC cars, as these roads have not been 
used in the WRC since 1994. The route’s roads are lined 
with over a million fans over the weekend, all aiming to 
catch a glimpse of their heroes. The scenery for the stages 
will produce awe-inspiring photography as each leg of the 
rally will travel to a different valley. Here large expanses of 
open plain in the Punilla Valley will form the rally’s base in 
Carlos Paz. For Day Two crews travel into the Santa Rosa 
de Calamuchita and then to the Traslasierra mountains for 
Day Three where the rocky roads resemble a scene from the 
1969 Moon Landings.

 The gravel roads used for the Rally Argentina 
are mostly soft and sandy for the opening two days of 
competition, with loads of river crossings. However, the fi nal 
day of the event will most certainly provide a sting in the 
tail: the road surface is highly abrasive and rocky!
 As mentioned, the rally is again based around the 
lakeside service park in Carlos Paz but only a handful of 
stages are the same as last year. One of these is the fl oodlit 
super special stage on the edge of the town that launches 
the rally on Thursday evening and is repeated on Saturday 
night. The fi rst full day on Friday is the longest, with almost 
200km of competition north of Carlos Paz in the Punilla 
Valley. The second leg journeys south to the Calamuchita 
Valley before the fi nal day in the rugged Traslasierra 
mountains. It includes the classic El Condor and Giulio 
Cesare stages as well as the 65.74km test from Matadero to 
Ambul, an amalgamation of four stages last used in 1996. 
The fi nal test, which crosses the picturesque hanging bridges 
near Copina, forms the Power Stage, with bonus points on 
offer to the fastest three drivers.  Competitors tackle 19 
stages in total, covering 502.73km in a route of 1770.92km.
 After Sebastien Loeb’s (Citroën Total World 
Rally Team) early demise on the last round of the WRC, 
the eight-times WRC Champion will be aiming to claim a 
maximum number of Championship points. His team-mate 
Mikko Hirvonen will be looking to put his exclusion from the 
previous round behind him with another podium result, but 

the Ford World Rally Team’s Petter Solberg will be attacking 
for victory from the fi rst stage. The Norwegian ace will be 
joined by Dani Sordo/Carlos del Barrio, as regular pairing 
Jari-Matti Latvala/Miika Anttila sit this event out. Latvala was 
forced to withdraw from this event after breaking his left 
collarbone in a cross-country ski-ing accident while training 
in northern Finland two weeks ago.
 “We’re naturally disappointed that Jari-Matti will 
miss the rally, but ensuring a full recovery as quickly as 
possible is the most important thing for him and the team,” 
said Ford World Rally Team director Malcolm Wilson. “We’re 
fortunate to have a driver of Dani’s calibre to join us. 
His experience at Rally Argentina was a key factor in the 
decision, having started the rally fi ve times and fi nishing 
second in 2009. The agreement is for one rally only, and 
I would like to thank the management of Dani’s current 
team, who were extremely gracious in helping us in such 
challenging circumstances,” he said.
 Michelin’s Latitude Cross gravel tyres will be used 
by the WRC crews this weekend. New-for-2012 regulations 
mean drivers will also have ten soft compound tyres available 
if conditions are wet and muddy. Teams are not allowed to 
hand-carve additional cuts into the tyres and each car can 
carry two spare wheels.
 Podium predictions will be diffi cult to make, as will 
the challenge faced by the WRC crews. The rally winner will 
need to drive his machine beyond its limits!
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Round Two of the South African Rally Championship proved once Round Two of the South African Rally Championship proved once 
more why this series is one of the most competitive in the world. more why this series is one of the most competitive in the world. 
The most recent Sasol Rally saw the fi rst two crews separated by The most recent Sasol Rally saw the fi rst two crews separated by 
just 03.1 seconds after some 201km of action...just 03.1 seconds after some 201km of action...
Picture: Evan RothmanPicture: Evan Rothman

CLOSING CLOSING SHOTSHOT


	Cover 229
	2-3.indd
	Opening Shot.indd
	Contents.indd
	START RAMP.indd
	Rally Talsi.indd
	Meet Chris.indd
	SERVICE PARK.indd
	IRC News.indd
	PARC FERME.indd
	Sasol Rally review.indd
	BRC Pirelli Int'l Rally preview.indd
	WRC Rally Argentina preview.indd
	Closing Shot.indd

