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19-year-old Steve Røkland and co-driver Kim Hjalmarsen 19-year-old Steve Røkland and co-driver Kim Hjalmarsen 
impressed on the Northern English rally team’s home soil in impressed on the Northern English rally team’s home soil in 
this past weekend’s Pirelli International Rally to secure the fi rst this past weekend’s Pirelli International Rally to secure the fi rst 
competitive victory for the Ford Fiesta R1. As the third round competitive victory for the Ford Fiesta R1. As the third round 
of the British Rally Championship (BRC) got underway, Røkland of the British Rally Championship (BRC) got underway, Røkland 
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above the competition in his M-Sport prepared Ford Fiesta R1, above the competition in his M-Sport prepared Ford Fiesta R1, 
the Norwegian’s victory marked the fi rst win for Ford’s latest R1 the Norwegian’s victory marked the fi rst win for Ford’s latest R1 
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START RAMP



Ford created history this past weekend by becoming 
the fi rst manufacturer to score 150 consecutive points 
fi nishes in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC). 
Sixth place for Petter Solberg and Chris Patterson at 
Rally Argentina brought up the landmark achievement.
 Here are some of the key numbers behind Ford’s 
record:
1 • The fi rst rally in the scoring run was the 2002 Rallye 
Monte-Carlo when Carlos Sainz and Luis Moya fi nished third 
and Colin McRae and Nicky Grist were fourth. Both were 
driving Ford Focus RS World Rally cars.
6 • Victories at Rally Sweden, the most successful event.

8 • Ford Fiesta RS World Rally Cars fi nished in the top ten at 
the 2011 Rally GB.
12 • Drivers who contributed to Ford’s record. They are 
Mikko Hirvonen (84 points fi nishes), Jari-Matti Latvala (48), 
Marcus Grönholm (29), Markko Märtin (28), François Duval 
(19), Toni Gardemeister (13), Roman Kresta (10), Carlos 
Sainz (9), Colin McRae (9), Petter Solberg (4), Janne Tuohino 
(2), Henning Solberg (1).
14 • Consecutive podiums for the offi cial Ford team between 
2006 Rally d’Italia Sardegna and 2007 Rally Mexico, and 
again from 2007 Rally Argentina to 2008 Rally Mexico.
18 • Countries in which Ford has won.
23 • Countries in which Ford has scored points.
27 • The percentage of rallies Ford has won during the 150 
events.

40 • Ford wins.
50 • The 50th consecutive fi nish came at the 2005 Cyprus 
Rally when Toni Gardemeister and Jakke Honkanen fi nished 
fi fth, one place ahead of Roman Kresta and Jan Možný.
75 • Rally New Zealand in 2006 marked not only the 75th 
consecutive fi nish, but it was also the rally in which Ford 
clinched the manufacturers’ world title.
96 • Podiums achieved.
100 • The centenary was reached at the 2008 Rally of 
Turkey when Ford claimed a 1-2 fi nish. Mikko Hirvonen and 
Jarmo Lehtinen won and Jari-Matti Latvala and Miikka Anttila 
were second.
1983 • Points scored in the manufacturers’ title.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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SERVICE PARK



Rallyday is thrilled to announce that 2003 World 
Rally Champion Petter Solberg will make his very fi rst 
appearance at the UK’s Premier Rally Car Show at 
Castle Combe Circuit this year on Saturday 18 August.
 Solberg, who is one of the WRC’s biggest names, 
will pilot the Castrol Edge sponsored Ford World Rally Team 
Fiesta RS WRC car at the annual event.
 The Norwegian, who is currently second in the 2012 
FIA World Rally Championship, 18 points behind Sébastien 
Loeb, has had a great start to the season and has fi nished on 
the podium in three of the fi ve events.
 Solberg commented: “I’m really looking forward to 
attending Rallyday 2012. Everybody knows how passionate 
I am about this sport, and to be surrounded by so many 
legendary cars and drivers will just be awesome! I also can’t 
wait to put on a spectacular show for the fans in my Ford 
Fiesta RS WRC. It looks like being a really fantastic day.”
 Rallyday organisers, Brian Stubbings and Darin Frow 
are both looking forward to seeing the popular Norwegian in 

action, the latest in a long line of WRC drivers to represent 
the ‘Blue Oval’ at Rallyday, following on from Jari-Matti 
Latvala, former Ford driver, Mikko Hirvonen and Britain’s 
Matthew Wilson.
 Castrol’s support for Rallyday has now been in 
place for seven years and has been instrumental in helping 
the show evolve to the size and scale it is today. The very 
latest Castrol Edge sponsored Fiesta RS WRC at the show 
will again give spectators the chance to see the current WRC 
machinery in action in addition to a broad spectrum of other 
iconic rally cars from Group B Supercars to Historics through 
a series of spectacular displays and demonstrations.
 “We are delighted that Petter Solberg will be at 
Rallyday 2012,” said Stubbings. “Petter is an incredible driver 
and he is not known as ‘Hollywood’ for nothing. We know 
that Rallyday will provide him a great backdrop to entertain 
spectators with his fl amboyant driving outside the normal 
pressures of competition within the WRC.”
 “It is great Petter is back with Ford this year in 
the World Rally Championship and to have him appear at 
Rallyday for the fi rst time is going to be fantastic,” Frow 
continued. “We’d also like to thank Castrol again for their 

continued support too. This year’s event is shaping up 
very well and we have some exciting developments in the 
pipeline.” 
 Confi rmation of Solberg’s attendance follows on 
from news at the end of February that the Race2Recovery 
team, comprised primarily of injured service personnel, will 
return to the event for the second consecutive year in 2012. 
The attendance of the Race2Recovery team is a further boost 
for the dedicated Cooper Tires 4x4 Rally Raid Zone, which 
was formally added to the successful Rallyday mix in 2011.
 Further announcements will be made by the 
Rallyday organisers in due course. Tickets for Rallyday 
2012 are on sale now and are fantastic value, with advance 
tickets booked online before July 30th priced at just £13 for 
adults. Accompanied children under 16 go FREE. Clubman’s 
Rally Teams, Car Clubs, 4x4 Clubs, and Trade Exhibitors can 
secure space at the show by downloading booking forms on 
the website.
 For more information and tickets please visit 
http://www.rallyday.com. You can also now keep up-to-
date on the event via Twitter: @RallydayUK and via our new 
Facebook page, http://www.facebook.com/RallydayUK.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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As the latest recruits to the FIA WRC Academy, South 
African Ashley Haigh-Smith and Welsh co-driver Craig 
Parry will be looking for a strong result as they join 
the one-make series from the Acropolis Rally onwards 
next month.
 Supported by Ford Racing in Europe, the WRC 
Academy runs control tyres from Pirelli and the South 
African’s entry will increase the international feel to this 

year’s series with competitors from four of the fi ve continents 
(Europe, America, Australia and Africa) all competing for the 
ultimate prize.
 Having contested the fi nal two rounds of the 2011 
WRC Academy Cup with the same Ford Fiesta R2 model used 
in this year’s edition, Haigh-Smith will be hoping his previous 
excursions on the world stage hold him in good stead 
over the remainder of the season. With new regulations 
introduced for this year, the South African will be in with an 
equal chance of being named 2012 WRC Academy Champion 
despite missing the opening round in Portugal as competitors 

are required to count a total of fi ve scores from six events.
 At the tender age of 19 Haigh-Smith is the youngest 
competitor in this year’s crop of aspiring young drivers, but 
his age by no means detracts from his obvious speed.  
Currently competing in the South African Rally Championship 
behind the wheel of his Fiesta R2, the youngster had been 
comfortably leading his class on the previous round at the 
Sasol Rally until collecting three punctures and ultimately 
being forced to retire from the event with a consequential 
hole in his Fiesta’s oil sump.
 The event marked the fi rst outing for Haigh-Smith 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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and new co-driver Parry who noted the youngster’s neat 
approach to the stages.
 Currently leading the British Rally Championship 
(BRC), Parry will pit his skills against fellow WRC Academy 
competitors Alastair Fisher and Elfyn Evans this weekend 
as he contests the Pirelli International Rally alongside rising 
British star, Tom Cave.
 Haigh-Smith and Parry aim to compete in as many 
events in the South African championship as their calendar 
allows this year. Becoming increasingly familiar with the 
Fiesta R2 and, with an extensive test planned in the lead-up 
to the Acropolis Rally, the duo will be real challengers over 
the remainder of the season.

 Ashley Haigh-Smith said: “I believe the WRC 
Academy is the place to be if you want to learn and 
eventually progress into top-level rallying. It brings people 
from all over the world together and it is a real honour for 
me to be involved again this year.
 “The [WRC] Academy is the fi rst step towards a 
career in the WRC and I believe the competition is just as 
tough [in the feeder series] as it is amongst the P1 drivers. 
With an equal playing fi eld for everyone, it is just the driver 
and the navigator who make the difference which gives us 
the perfect opportunity to show what we can do behind the 
wheel.
 “My goal for this year is of course to win the WRC 

Academy, but we’ve got to be smart as I don’t want a repeat 
of France last year [when a heavy ‘off’ left Haigh-Smith and 
then co-driver James Aldridge in hospital]. Craig [Parry] and 
I will be looking to the top fi ve in Greece and will then try to 
gain a position on each event. The most important thing is to 
gain as much experience as possible.” H&H



Wallonie Rally marked the third round of the highly 
competitive Belgian Historic Rally Championship 
(BHRC) and Glenn Janssens’ victory marks the driver’s 
second podium this season after fi nishing runner-
up on the championship’s opening round, Rally van 
Haspengouw.
 Competing against a healthy fi eld of 23 entries, 
Janssens and co-driver Tom de Geetere stormed to an early 
lead in their 3-litre Porsche 911 (prepared b Tuthill Porsche) 
after posting two fastest stage times on Friday’s opening 
loop.
 “Friday evening was wet and the opening cobbled 
stone stage was very slippery. We started out with a 
reasonable safety margin, but were surprised to fi nd the 
right pace from the opening stage,” said Janssens.

 Janssens extended his lead over his competitors 
during the next two days, and by the end of Sunday, he 
had established a winning margin of over two minutes. The 
Belgian driver also claimed 17 out of 22 class stage wins.
 “Our car has been running extremely well ever 
since Tuthill built us a specially developed gearbox at the 
start of the season,” added Janssens. “On this event, the car 
was absolutely perfect from start to fi nish;it really couldn’t 
have run better. I was seventh before this event, and it feels 
fantastic to have now moved up to lead the championship,” 
said Janssens.
 “My goal is to become champion this year. We are 
able to drop two events out of six so if I was to drop my 
second event, I have actually fi nished fi rst and second so 
far this year. I’ve got some big competitors, including Dirk 
Devereux, but I think that if I keep going the way I have 
been then I should be in with a chance of winning this year,” 
he continued.

 The fourth round of the Belgian Historic Rally 
Championship – the Sezoens Rally - will take place on May 
19, where Janssens will be joined by his regular codriver, 
Stephane Prevot.
 Tuthill Porsche director Richard Tuthill concluded: 
“It’s been a very successfull weekend for Tuthill Porsche; 
both at home and abroad. On the PirellI International Rally, 
Dessie [Nutt] and Edmund [Peel] fi nished second and fi fth in 
class, respectively. It was also a fantastic performance from 
Glenn over the weekend in Belgium. With 90% of the Belgian 
championship set on asphalt, the Sezoens Rally coming up 
next is unique because it will challenge the competitors with 
nearly 60% gravel roads. But I know that Glenn is feeling 
confi dent: we have a superb suspension set-up on the car 
now and we some very good gravel tyres. Last year we 
fi nished second with Glenn, and we’ve got out sights set on a 
podium at the very least this time.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Supplied
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Following a fi erce battle throughout the event’s 12 
stages in Kielder Forest, twice British Rally Champion 
(BRC) Keith Cronin and his co-driver Marshall 
Clarke claimed victory on this past weekend’s Pirelli 
International Rally. They crossed the fi nish line 
17.2sec ahead of Jarkko Nikara/Petri Nikara, after 
swapping the lead with their Autosport Technology 
Citroën DS3 R3 team-mates on three separate 
occasions.
 Cronin and Clarke’s victory means that this year’s 

three MSA British Rally Championship rounds have seen 
three different winners. And, with never more than eight 
seconds between them and their Finnish counterparts until 
the fi nal stage, the outcome of the rally has once again 
underlined the closeness of competition generated by 
the BRC’s two-wheel-drive only formula, which has been 
introduced this year.
 After gathering confi dence throughout the rally 
following their big off in Round Two, Round One winners Mark 
Donnelly/Dai Roberts were delighted to claim third place in 
their Renault Clio R3. Following them home in fourth were 
Elfyn Evans/Phil Pugh, the Welsh pair posting times equal 
to that of the R3 category runners in their R2 Ford Fiesta, 

with their reward for such an impressive performance seeing 
them come away from the event as championship leaders.
 After the autograph session and ceremonial start in 
Carlisle City Centre on Friday evening - where hundreds of 
spectators lined the streets to get a glimpse of the cars and 
crews - competitors set off to tackle two 10.55-km runs in 
Kielder Forest. Although both stages used the same stretch 
of road, the runs were punctuated by a re-group in nearby 
Newcastleton village, which meant SS1 was held in daylight 
and SS2 in darkness.
 Nikara/Nikara were quickest on both stages and 
returned to Carlisle Racecourse for the overnight halt 2.2sec 
ahead of Elfyn Evans and his new co-driver for this event 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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Phil Pugh – an impressive performance bearing in mind that 
the Welshmen were in a less powerful R2 car! Cronin/Clarke 
were a slender 0.8sec further back in third and getting used 
to their brand new DS3, which was only completed the day 
before.
 At this point, fourth place was held by another 
Fiesta crew: Alastair Fisher/Daniel Barritt, who were a further 
8.3sec down, with Round One winners Donnelly/Roberts 
6.3sec behind in their Clio, which had been rebuilt following 
their big off on last month’s Bulldog Rally of North Wales.
 However, winners on that occasion Tom Cave/
Craig Parry did not have the best of evenings. A suspected 
set-up problem that led Cave to lose confi dence saw them 
lose over a minute to the leaders and drop them to ninth 
place, whilst another front-running Citroën crew and their 
Davies Motorsport Services team-mates Osian Pryce/Iestyn 
Williams, dropped time when they spun on SS1 and then had 
a turbo pipe come loose on SS2.
 Two other Citroën crews also had issues: Jonny 
Greer/Gordon Noble succumbed to a puncture on SS1, whilst 
Desi Henry/Niall Burns had a gearbox mounting break in 
the fi rst stage. This caused a gear linkage problem during 
the second, forcing them to drive the rest of the stage 
stuck in third gear. As it turned out, both crews never really 
recovered from these incidents.

 Once again Kielder Forest lived up to its reputation 
of punishing those who dared make the slightest of mistakes. 
Going off the road and then helped back on again by 
spectators were: Chris Ingram/Joe Cruttenden (Renault 
Twingo R2), James Grint/Phil Clarke (Citroën DS3) and 
Matthew Cathcart/James Morgan (Ford Fiesta).
 The result of Cathcart/Morgan’s excursion meant 
they did not leave the service area on Saturday morning, 
their car’s steering deemed too badly damaged. But for 
Cronin/Clarke, things were going well and they emerged 
from the fi rst of the day’s ten stages in the lead – albeit only 
0.7sec ahead of Nikara/Nikara. Evans and Pugh were now 
third and expecting to drop time to the R3 runners, as the 
day’s stages featured longer straights and therefore favoured 
cars with more power.
 For USA-based Nick Allen and his British co-driver 
Andy Bull, their event came to an end on SS3, when their 
Renault Twingo stopped with an engine problem. Next to 
retire were Pryce/Williams when their temporary loss of 
power on Friday evening became terminal on SS4. They were 
followed onto the sidelines by Alex Parpottas/Chris Davies, 
when the Fiesta crew’s good run stopped on SS5 when they 
got sucked into one of the infamous Kielder ditches whilst 
avoiding a rock in the road.
 Back at the front, Cronin/Clarke extended their 

advantage to 4.1sec on SS4, but Nikara/Nikara went back 
into the lead by 3.3sec on SS5. The tables then turned again 
on SS6 when Cronin/Clarke emerged a slender 0.3 ahead, 
before going on to extend their lead to 1.5sec when they 
booked into the lunch time service halt at Carlisle Racecourse 
by 1.5sec.
 Taking advantage of the faster roads were Donnelly/ 
Roberts, who moved from fi fth and up to third on stage six, 
relegating the charging Evans/Pugh into fourth. Even so, the 
Fiesta crew were now comfortably leading the battle of the 
R2 category cars, especially as Alastair Fisher/Daniel Barritt 
had been slowed when stones became caught up in their 
Fiesta’s rear brakes.
 The afternoon comprised a further fi ve stages over 
Kielder’s demanding gravel roads and the battle between 
the leading pair continued, with Nikara/Nikara getting within 
0.3sec from Cronin/Clarke by the end of SS9. Donnelly/
Roberts were now consolidating their third place, even 
though they had to cope with leaking front-damper for a 
large part of the event.
 Evans/Pugh were still entertaining the spectators 
with their committed driving style, up until SS11, when 
Evans found he was struggling to change gear. Getting the 
car to the end of the stage, he managed to effect running 
repairs and, although dropping time, was relieved to make it 



to the fi nish without losing position.
 Other than a slight worry with an engine mounting 
on Friday evening, Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead had en 
excellent run and posted a series of more than respectable 
times to claim fi fth place in their Renault Clio R3. Behind 
them, Jukka Korhonen/Mikael Korhonen in the Pirelli Star 
Driver Skoda Fabia R2 were making up ground after a opting 
for an unsuitable set-up early on and Jussi Kumpumäki/
Marko Salminen were also gathering pace in their Ford Fiesta 
– so much so, Kumpumäki was later awarded the Pirelli Star 
Driver nomination and yellow jersey.
 Fisher/Barritt were next across the line in eighth, 
with Cave/Parry ninth and Greer/Noble tenth, all three crews 
suffering delays and therefore not achieving the results they 
had hoped for. But for Ruary Macleod/Paul Beaton, their 
outcome was less fortunate, when a problem their Fiesta’s 
clutch meant they went no further than SS10.
 With just 8.2sec between them, the Cronin/
Clarke, Nikara/Nikara battle went down to the 12th and 
fi nal stage. And, following a nail-biting conclusion, it was 
Cronin/Clarke that came out on top by 17.2sec after the 
Nikaras momentarily struggled for gears during the 17km 
Pundershaw stage.
 “It’s been a fantastic battle and a win always feels 
so much better when you have to fi ght for it”, said Cronin 

at the fi nish. “Once we had settled into the new car and 
tweaked a few things, we had no problems at all, so it’s 
been a very enjoyable rally and great to win a round of the 
British Championship again. Thanks must go to Autosport 
Technology for getting the car ready, Marshall my co-driver 
and everyone who has helped me achieve this.”
 The fourth round of the MSA British Rally 
Championship sees a switch from a gravel to an asphalt 
surface for the Jim Clark International Rally, which takes 
place on 1 - 2 June.
 This year’s MSA British Manufacturers’ title is a 
three-way battle between the brands: Citroën, Renault and 
Ford. Scores towards the title are calculated from the two 
leading cars from each of the manufacturers.
 With the Citroën DS3s of Keith Cronin and Jarkko 
Nikara fi rst and second, Citroën UK has extended its lead in 
the standings. Mark Donnelly’s third and Peter Taylor’s fi fth 
places gave Renault UK the points to consolidate its second-
place, whilst Elfyn Evans in fourth and Jussi Kumpumäki in 
seventh were the two scorers for the Ford Motor Company.
 Underpinning the BRC’s commitment to reward 
its rising stars, a new-look Junior Championship has been 
introduced for this season. Open to drivers of 23 and 
under in Class 10 (R1) cars, this initiative sees the winner 
recognised with the prestigious title of MSA British Junior 

Champion.
 Once again, it was 19-year old Norwegian Steve 
Røkland in a Ford Fiesta R1 and 20-year old R1 Renault 
Twingo driver Garry Pearson – the winner of the last two 
rounds - who battled for supremacy in this category. Whilst 
Røkland and his co-driver Kim Hjalmarson overcame the 
issue of a damaged exhaust system for most of Saturday to 
win the category for the fi rst time this year, Pearson and his 
co-driver Craig Wallace scored another fi nish, even after a 
brief off road excursion on Friday evening.
 This year’s Pirelli Star Driver competition again 
selects a winner from each round. Each of the six winners 
will then go forward to an end-of-season shootout where 
they can win a Pirelli funded prize designed to boost their 
progression in the sport.
 With the two rally winners Mark Donnelly and Tom 
Cave awarded the yellow jersey and a nomination towards 
the end-of-season fi nale so far, the Pirelli Rally saw a change 
to the pattern, when a surprised Jussi Kumpumäki was 
announced as the winner at Carlisle Racecourse on Saturday 
evening, in respect of his impressive stage times during the 
event.
 The new-format BRC Teams Cup is aimed at 
professional motorsport teams running two cars. Six teams 
are currently registered. Drivers are pre-nominated, but can 



change from event-to-event. All six rounds count towards the 
fi nal championship classifi cation, with the fi rst of the team’s 
two cars scoring points.
 In fourth-place overall, Elfyn Evans was the 
top-scorer once again this weekend and therefore keeps 
M-Sport Ford at the top of the tables, whilst his team mate 
Alastair Fisher again suffered a series of small time-delaying 
problems that meant he crossed the line in eighth.
 Jukka Korhonen’s sixth place meant that he picked 
up points for second place in the BRC Teams Cup. His Pirelli 
TEG Sport team-mate Arron Newby had his best BRC rally 
outing so far, with the 17-year old putting in a faultless 
performance to bring his Škoda Fabia home in 14th place.
 Ford Junior Team Finland were third on this occasion 
with Jussi Kumpumäki the scorer once again with a seventh 
place overall, four places ahead of fellow Fiesta driver Niko-
Pekka Nieminen.
 Although a disappointing ninth overall, Tom Cave 
bagged the points for Davies Motorsport Services and was 
the only fi nisher for the team after Oisian Pryce retired on 
Saturday morning.
 AVS Motorsport and its two Class 8 Fiesta STs were 
again driven by Gethin Jones and Matt Cotton. The pair of 
them battled with each other throughout the event, with 
Jones fi nally holding the advantage by 8.1 seconds at the 

fi nish.
 For competitors who compete outside of one of the 
six offi cial teams, the Ravenol Oils BRC Privateers Cup allows 
18 out of the 27 registered drivers to score points towards 
this recently introduced category.
 The top-three fi nishers in the event were also the 
top-three fi nishers in the Ravenol Privateers Cup this time 
around, which means Keith Cronin moves into third place, 
whilst Jarkko Nikara and Mark Donnelly are joint fi fth. Even 
though he had a diffi cult rally and crossed the line in 16th 
place, Desi Henry still tops the tables by just one point 
ahead of Peter Taylor, who’s strong fi fth overall sees him 
maintain second place in the Ravenol Oils BRC Privateers 
Cup standings, whilst Garry Pearson’s consistent scoring has 
enabled him to move into fourth.
 The MSA British Rally Championship also features 
three one-make series: The Citroën Racing Trophy UK, 
FordFiesta SportTrophy and the Twingo Renaultsport R1 & R2 
Trophies UK.
 The third round of the Citroën series was won by 
overall rally winner Keith Cronin. Elfyn Evans was by far 
the quickest of the Fiestas, whilst Chris Ingram and Garry 
Pearson won the R1 and R2 Twingo Renaultsport Trophies 
respectively. H&H

Final Classifi cation:
01) K. Cronin/M. Clarke
      Citroën DS3 R3T - 01h 29m 51.3s
02) J. Nikara/P. Nikara
      Citroën DS3 R3T + 17.2s
03) M. Donnelly/D. Roberts
      Renault Clio R3 + 01m 50.9s
04) E. Evans/P. Pugh
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 02m 41.3s
05) P. Taylor/A. Roughead
      Renault Clio R3 + 02m 47.4s
06) J. Korhonen/M. Korhonen
      Skoda Fabia R2 + 02m 49.2s
07) J. Kumpumaki/M. Salminen
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 03m 00.1s
08) A. Fisher/D. Barritt
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 03m 30.6s
09) T. Cave/C. Parry
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 04m 02.2s
10) J. Greer/G. Noble
      Citroën DS3 + 04m 26.1s



Sebastien Loeb (Citroën Total World Rally Team) 
claimed his seventh rally win on Argentinean soil in 
this past weekend’s FIA World Rally Championship 
event in South America. The Frenchman and his 
Monagasque co-driver Daniel Elena, took to the top 

step of the winners’ podium with team-mates Mikko 
Hirvonen/Jarmo Lehtinen in second place with Adapta 
Word Rally Team’s Mads Ostberg/Jonas Andersson 
third overall.
 Super substitution driver Dani Sordo, standing in 
for the injured Jari-Matti Latvala, was on course for third 
place overall but a broken alternator belt on the Power Stage 
Amarok Copina saw the Spanish star forced to retire his 

Fiesta RS WRC...
 Local ace Benito Guerra claimed victory in the 
Production Car World Rally Championship (PWRC) with 
Peuvian driver Nicolas Fuchs and Valeriy Gorban of the 
Ukraine in third position. This latest wins boosts Guerra to 
the lead in the PWRC standings.
 Frenchman Loeb’s has claimed his third win from 
this season’s fi ve rallies run thus far, winning in Monte Carlo 
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and Mexico. Victory in Argentina for Loeb was his 70 such in 
his WRC career, with this event one of the most challenging 
of the past decade. As dramatic and thrilling as the best WRC 
rally, this weekend’s Rally Argentina took crews over a route 
of 502.73 competitive kilometres on the rough and rocky 
gravel roads outside Cordoba.
 “Another victory here in Argentina it’s incredible 
for me and especially after Portugal it was important for the 
team to react like this,” said Loeb. “It has been a great rally 
here with Mikko fi nishing second.”
 After a frustrating event in Portugal last month for 
Loeb, Hirvonen and the Citroën Total World Rally Team, this 

event performance was the best possible way to remedy 
their disappointment. 
 “It’s been a good rally and I really love the long 
distance,” said Hirvonen. “They are such fantastic stages 
here.”
 Impressing with each rally completed in 2012, 
Ostberg’s third place result marks this privateer out as a 
strong competitor in this seaon’s Drivers’ Championship 
standings. The Norwegian is currently fourth on the leader 
board, but only fi ve points off second place. Once again the 
fastest privateer by more than six minutes over his rivals, 
Ostberg’s causing a stir amongst the factory teams. With the 

WRC circus moving back to Europe, and on events where this 
rally ace is more comfortable it will be interesting to follow 
his progress and see him challenge his rivals.
 Martin Prokop (Czech World Rally Team) took a 
career-best fourth place with Thierry Neuville (Citroën Junior 
World Rally Team) in fi fth.
 Andreas Mikkelsen’s bid for a top-six fi nished 
ended when his Skoda Fabia S2000 suffered a front-right 
suspension failure on SS15 and retired from the rally, after 
being locked in a hammer-and-tongs battle with Volkswagen 
Motorsport team-mate Sebastien Ogier all rally long. Ogier 
fi nished seventh behind the recovering Petter Solberg (Ford 



World Rally Team) with Evgeny Novikov (ALM Russia Rally 
Team) eighth.
 Petter Solberg made a daring recovery after his exit 
on Day One’s fourth stage with a broken steering arm to win 
the Power Stage. In fact, Solberg won ten of the rally’s 19 
speed tests!
 This event’s long, marathon-style stages (with two 
stages over 50km and one a 65km-long test) the WRC Rally 
Argentina was even more arduous than was expected by 
teams and crews. The hundreds of thousands of spectators 
who lined the stages and cheered their favourite crews were 
wowed by the intense rally action unfolding in front of them 

on the dusty gravel tracks.
 The talking point of the weekend, and the stylish 
manner in which Loeb marched to his 70th win, is what made 
the WRC Rally Argentina 2012 will be long remembered.
 The offi cial WRC website http://www.wrc.com 
interviewed Loeb...
Q: Seventy WRC wins now Sebastien and seven Rally 
Argentina victories in a row, it’s pretty impressive. 
How are you feeling after the event? 
SL: “For sure I feel very happy. It’s a great victory for the 
team after what happened in Portugal, when we scored zero 
points. It was important to react, we’ve done really well with 

Mikko; we’ve done a very good rally, fi rst and second. I feel 
really happy and here in Argentina it’s an exciting rally. There 
are very nice stages and a very good atmosphere. It was a 
very long rally and to be the fi rst and the second is really 
great.”
Q: Let’s talk about the event itself and let’s look back 
to Friday morning. We saw some mistakes from you 
which is unusual, three spins in the morning. Why did 
that happen? What was going on out there? 
SL: “I don’t know exactly, we tried a new set-up here, we 
changed a little bit the set-up and the car didn’t reacted 
exactly the way I wanted in some conditions and I was 



surprised. It was just a little mistake, just some little spins 
that happened, one different, I hit a stone, but for sure 
I normally never do three spins in two stages so we had 
to change some things in the settings and after that the 
confi dence was back again.”
Q: What kind of changes did you make to the set-up 
then? 
SL: “A bit in the diff, a bit in the balance of the car, and I was 
feeling better after.”
Q: So you had a good battle with your team-mate 
Mikko Hirvonen and you were putting quite a lot of 
pressure on yourselves on that Saturday morning. 
Was that why team orders came into play Saturday 
afternoon? 
SL: “Yeah, we really pushed on Saturday morning, for sure 
we knew also what was the situation, that the team orders 
would arrive soon. We both were trying to be ahead and it 

was like that.”
Q: How did you fi nd conditions out there on the stages 
this weekend, we’ve got a totally different day to the 
one we had on Friday. Throughout the weekend, how 
did you fi nd the conditions on the stages? 
SL: “Much better than the prediction was, because we 
expected fog and rain and maybe snow and fi nally today it is 
sunny so it was not so bad.”
Q: How are you feeling about the drivers’ 
championship looking forward to Greece? 
SL: “I feel okay. After what we did in Portugal, it’s not bad to 
be in this situation now. I feel okay, but still Mikko and Petter 
are not so far behind. Anything can happen, and there’s a 
long way to go.” H&H

Final Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/D. Elena
       Citroën DS3 WRC - 05h 34m 38.8s
02) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 15.2s
03) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 03m 10.4s
04) M. Prokop/M. Hruza
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 09m 45.3s
05) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 11m 17.6s
06) P. Solberg/C. Patterson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 12m 02.22s
07) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 12m 15.3s
08) E. Novikov/D. Giraudet
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 21m 10.2s
09) N. Al Attiyah/G. Bernacchini
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 28m 22.6s
10) O. Tanak/K. Sikk
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 37m 19.5s



The Oregon Trail Rally, the third round of the 2012 
Rally America National Championship, will start 63 
teams this weekend.
 It’s the second highest Oregon Trail entry list in the 
event’s history matching the 63 entries set in 2010. Oregon 
Trail’s largest fi eld was 76 teams in 2007.
 Rally America has already seen record entries at the 
fi rst two rounds of the National Championship and the trend 
continues heading into Oregon. The Oregon Trail Rally will 
start at Portland International Raceway on Friday and then 
continue onto the farm roads near Mt. Hood the rest of the 
weekend.
 A number of top West Coast teams have entered 
to challenge Rally America’s top National teams to help the 

Oregon Trail Rally reach its high number of entries.
 Subaru Rally Team USA’s David Higgins and 
Rockstar Energy Drink’s Antoine L’Estage are battling for 
National Championship supremacy, but U.S. mountain bike 
champ and occasional rally driver, Carl Decker is fast enough 
to potentially reach the podium. Decker last raced in 2010 
at Oregon Trail netting a sixth-overall spot and managed 
to garner enough points to later compete at X Games 16 in 
Super Rally.
 Oregon Trail will feature a large Super Production 
Class this year with nine teams. There is a fi rst place tie in 
the SP Class between Travis Hanson and Lauchlin O’Sullivan, 
but only O’Sullivan will compete at Oregon. Hanson will 
rejoin the National Championship hunt at the STPR Rally in 
Wellsboro, PA on 1 - 2 June.
 O’Sullivan’s task won’t be easy as he faces his 
usual national SP competitors, and faces more west coast SP 

teams, such as Hood River’s Dave Henderson and Aurora’s 
Mike Goodwin.
 The Two-Wheel Drive Class will be packed with 26 
teams consisting of national and regional drivers competing 
on the same turf. Chris Duplessis in his 2011 Ford Fiesta R2 
has dominated this year, but he faces an Australian two-
driver team, Will Orders and Ross Allan. Orders and Allen 
are bringing their 400hp Nissan Silvias and could seriously 
challenge Duplessis.
 There will be plenty of action and competition on 
the fast, gravel-pitted roads of the Oregon Trail Rally.
 Live online video streaming coverage of rally action 
and exclusive driver interviews will be available at 
http://www.rally-america.com. Online coverage is scheduled 
to begin Friday at 18h00pm PDT.
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In the Sasol Rally, Round Two of the South African Rally In the Sasol Rally, Round Two of the South African Rally 
Championship, most impressive for Handbrakes & Hairpins was Championship, most impressive for Handbrakes & Hairpins was 
witnessing Class S2000 Challenge competitors Gugu Zulu/Carl witnessing Class S2000 Challenge competitors Gugu Zulu/Carl 
Peskin fi nish amongst the newer-spec Class S2000 cars and Peskin fi nish amongst the newer-spec Class S2000 cars and 
showing their rivals their pace in only their second outing in the showing their rivals their pace in only their second outing in the 
mighty Volkswagen Polo S2000. This pairing was a performance of mighty Volkswagen Polo S2000. This pairing was a performance of 
the event, and this Closing Shot pays tribute to them!the event, and this Closing Shot pays tribute to them!
Picture: Evan RothmanPicture: Evan Rothman
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