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START RAMP



With fi ve minutes to chat with French S2000 rally ace, 
here is our interview with Bryan Bouffi er ahead of the 
IRC’s Tour de Corse event this weekend.

Q: Welcome back to the IRC Bryan, what’s your target 
for next week’s rally?
BB: “I hope to be in the lead of the rally, that is my target. I 
did the rally for the fi rst time last year, it was fantastic with 
beautiful stages. I have a good car from Delta Rally, a good 
co-driver and a good motivation to push. It won’t be easy 
because the level is very high in the IRC but I will do my 
best.”

Q: It’s been a few months now since your last IRC 
appearance. Will that affect your performance in 
Corsica?
BB: “For sure I have not done the IRC since Açores but I had 
a good performance on Rallye Lyon Charbonnières, a round 
of the French championship, and that was important because 
it means I have been driving recently.”
 
Q: The rally has a reputation for being very diffi cult. 
Do you agree?
BB: “It’s a very diffi cult race because you have a difference 
of wide and smooth and narrow and bumpy stages where the 
rhythm is changing. This can make the set-up diffi cult but 
with Peugeot we have a good set-up from last year, it’s just a 
question of fi nding the right one for the conditions.”

Q: What are the secrets to being quick in Corsica? 
BB: “You have to be careful and not take so many cuts in the 
corners because it’s easy to get a puncture like I did last year 
and lose a lot of time. You need a high concentration but you 
have to remember even though the rally is long it is a sprint 
and the difference between the drivers won’t be much.”
 
Q: Being French how important would winning this 
rally be to you and your career?
BB: “For a sportsman each race is important but Corsica is, 
perhaps, much more important than the other because it is 
in my country and winning would be very satisfying.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: IRC Series
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SERVICE PARK



To build on the successful careers of the emblematic 
205, 206, 207, Peugeot did not hesitate to explore 
new ground and regenerate the latters’ respective 
strengths when designing the Peugeot 208. Peugeot 
Sport’s three takes on the new model have been timed 
to correspond with the sales launch of the series 
production car. The fi rst competition version to break 
cover is the 208 R2 which will serve as ‘zero’ car on 

this week’s Tour de Corse in the hands of Stéphane 
Sarrazin/Benjamin Veillas.
 In the wake of the car’s announcement at the 
end of 2011, development of the competition versions of 
the Peugeot 208 has picked up speed. The fi rst version to 
be released will be the R2 which will provide a glimpse of 
its potential at next week’s Tour de Corse (May 10-12) in 
France. The two other motorsport derivatives of the 208 will 
see the light of day before the end of 2012, beginning with 
the circuit version which features a specifi cation very similar 
to that of the R2. This car will facilitate access to the world of 

motor racing thanks notably to Peugeot Sport’s ‘Rencontres’ 
events. The circuit version will be followed by the eagerly-
awaited 208 which complies with the FIA’s R5 regulations 
and which will go on to take over from the current 207 Super 
2000 rally car at national and international level. It is due to 
be unveiled in September.
 “With the 208, Peugeot has given itself the means 
to create a new motoring icon,” noted Peugeot’s Range 
Director Laurent Blanchet at the model’s launch. “The 208 
carries over the spirit of the 205 and the 206, plus the 
functionality of the 207 in a thoroughly modern package,” 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Peugeot Sport/Motorpics
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added Xavier Peugeot, the brand’s Product Director. Through 
the livery of the R2 version’s livery, Peugeot’s stylists have 
sought to mark the launch of the 208’s competition line-up 
by highlighting the model’s emotional appeal and resolutely 
modern lines.
 The 208 R2 will appear in this livery when it serves 
as ‘zero’ car for next week’s Tour de Corse (May 10-12), the 
fourth round of the 2012 Intercontinental Rallye Challenge. 
Regular Peugeot Sport driver Stéphane Sarrazin and co-
driver Benjamin Veillas, will drive the hot hatch ahead of the 
fi eld at the French event before staying on in Corsica for a 
week of testing after the rally.
 The R2 is an indispensable part of the model line-up 
it is destined to spearhead. Affordable and competitive, it 
stands out as the ideal choice for those who want to get their 
fi rst taste of rallying or simply enjoy their passion.
The 208 R2 ran for the fi rst time at the end of 2011 and is 
destined to replace the existing 207 RC Rallye not only as 
star of the brand’s ‘Volant’ single make series but also as 
a challenger for class success at national and international 
level. Ford, Renault and Citroën all have R2 cars, but Peugeot 
Sport has set itself the target of becoming the class’s new 
benchmark in terms of both performance and low competing 
costs. Careful attention was also paid to reliability, notably 
with regard to its transmission, electrics and electronics. 
Another aim was to make life easier for owners by 

minimising the number of parts required to convert the car 
from gravel- to asphalt-spec, and vice-versa. This was made 
possible by using as many shared parts and assemblies as 
possible for the two versions and by benefi ting from the PSA 
group’s customer competition catalogue.
 Through its compact forms, short overhangs and 
fl owing transition between the bonnet and windscreen pillars, 
the 208 is a fresh interpretation of the Brand’s styling cues, 
both in terms of their underlying principles and in the details.
The new signature front end is particularly charismatic, while 
its feline looks are more modern, status-enhancing and 
refi ned. It comes across as assertive yet lively, warm yet 
racy, hi-tech yet friendly, and natural yet sophisticated.
 Lightweight: “The 208’s bodyshell is approximately 
40kg lighter than that of the 207! In addition, the 208’s 
overall volumes are one of the R2’s chief strengths, while 
its long wheelbase ensures excellent stability. Weight-saving 
work has enabled us to bring down the centre of gravity 
further, optimise where the weight is located and reduce the 
intrinsically low inertia of this car with its short overhangs. 
These features combine to provide the 208 R2 with 
outstanding road holding.”
 Modern structure: “The 208 R2’s strengthened shell 
incorporates a multi-point, welded roll cage which marks a 
real step forward in terms of safety compared to rival roll 
cages thanks to a new manufacturing process.”

 Modern engine: To comply with the regulations, 
Peugeot Sport has developed for the 208 R2 is powered by a 
brand new, naturally-aspirated, 1.600cc engine based on the 
1.6 VTi available for certain versions of the 208 road car.
“For the competition version of this engine, we started from 
a clean sheet of paper and achieved the 185hp specifi ed in 
the brief. At the same time, we succeeded in maintaining the 
low fuel consumption and CO2 emissions that are features 
of the original engine. This extremely modern powerplant 
comes with variable valve timing (VVT) for the intake and 
exhaust. The Group R regulations specify that the valves 
must be of the same size as those of the standard engine. 
Like its air intake dimensions, the 1.6 VTi’s valves are 
smaller than those of the former 1.6 unit. The main factors 
which infl uence performance in the case of a normally-
aspirated engine are its valves and intake, so we worked 
closely with Sodemo to make our new engine driver-friendly 
by focusing on fl exibility rather than on peak power which 
often goes unused in rallying. We achieved this thanks to the 
use of VVT. The 208 R2 kits will be sold with the engine built, 
run-in and checked on the dyno.”
 Innovative gearbox: “The gearbox, too, is new. The 
208 R2 is equipped with a fi ve-speed, manual, sequential 
gearbox with the lever mounted on the steering column. The 
gearshift system is identical to that of the 207 S2000 and 
represents a signifi cant evolution for a car of this class in 



which the original gearshift is more conventionally mounted 
on the fl oor. The lever is much shorter and also positioned 
higher, while the shift is more direct and precise because it 
is in line with the gearbox. The system is much more rigid 
since it is shorter and lighter. The gearbox itself features 
innovative cooling with an air duct at the front of the car 
which channels cooling air to fi ns built into the front part of 
the casing which help dissipate heat and cool the oil.”
 Reduced fuel consumption: The lower weight, 
carefully designed aerodynamics and naturally-aspirated 
engine have resulted in a signifi cant fuel consumption saving 
compared to the 207 RC Rallye. This makes an appreciable 
contribution to keeping the costs of competing to a 
minimum.
 Suspension performance: “We have carried over the 
proven three-way adjustable dampers, plus a new, bespoke 
adjustable hydraulic bump stop which has been developed 
specially in association with our supplier Öhlins. The R2 also 
features a specifi c wishbone arrangement which increases 
suspension travel. This, in turn, improves traction and is 
positive for the car’s performance.”
 Hydraulic steering: “The 208 R2’s steering is 
specifi c, too. We have switched from the standard car’s 
electric power steering to a hydraulic system, combined 
with a higher-ratio hydraulic rack for greater precision and 
enhanced comfort in response to demand from the drivers. 

The use of a hydraulic system also permits more accurate 
feedback of information, notably on loose surfaces.”
 Single calliper brakes: “The diameter of the brake 
discs is dictated by the regulations. As wear parts, they need 
to be effective and reliable, but also relatively economical. 
To simplify the ordering and management of parts and to 
facilitate the conversion from gravel- to asphalt-spec (and 
vice-versa), we have opted for a single Alcon calliper plus 
standard, re-machined discs. Thanks to the fl oating calliper 
arrangement, the conversion from gravel- to asphalt-spec 
only requires the calliper mount to be changed.”
 Clutch: the 184mm-diameter single clutch plate 
arrangement is dictated by the regulations. Peugeot Sport 
specifi es an Alcon plate for the R2.
 Wheels: the wheels are also covered by strict 
regulations regarding their width, diameter and weight.
 Tyres: All the 208 R2 development work was done 
on tyres provided by Michelin, Peugeot’s Sport partner.
 The 208 represents a new generation of car, while 
Peugeot Sport has collaborated with PSA group experts to 
make the necessary modifi cations for motorsport use in 
compliance with the regulations. ”Throughout the process, 
we worked closely with the group’s different technical 
departments,” says Alexis Avril, the Customer Competition 
Manager of both Peugeot and Citroën. ”At the beginning 
of a project like this, in-house skills and expertise allow 

you to make swifter progress when developing certain 
advanced solutions. The 208 R2’s transmission, for example, 
is made entirely by PSA to a brief drawn up especially for 
competition purposes. We also benefi ted from the savoir-
faire and experience of the brand’s series production experts 
in fi elds like materials, surface treatment and processes. 
The 208 features a new, modern powertrain, so we spent a 
great deal of time with the fi rm’s specialists during the 208 
R2’s different development phases. Last but not least, as a 
function of the regulations and in order to minimise costs, 
we called frequently on our colleagues to source the most 
suitable parts from the catalogue of the series production 
version.”
 The gravel and asphalt versions of the 208 R2 will 
both be available in kit form for a price of €37.500 (net). 
This price includes a fully-built engine. It will also be possible 
to acquire the 208 R2 in fully built form (gravel or asphalt 
version) for €57.500 (net). Two kits will be available to 
convert the asphalt version of the car to gravel trim, or the 
gravel version of the car to asphalt trim. Delivery: November 
2012, via the Peugeot Sport Racing Shop.



TECHNICAL DATA:
Engine
Type: EP6C (special pistons, con-rods, camshafts).
Cubic capacity: 1.598cc
Bore x stroke: 77mm x 85.8mm
Maximum power: 185hp at 7.800rpm
Maximum torque: 19m.daN at 6.300rpm
Specifi c power: 116hp/litre
Fuel tank: 60 litres
Fuel injection: indirect (Magneti-Marelli), motorised single throttle 
valve, chain-driven double overhead camshafts with VVT intake and 
exhaust timing

Gearbox
Gearbox: fi ve-speed sequential manual gearbox with three 
homologated fi nal drive ratios
Differential: pre-loaded limited slip differential
Clutch: hydraulically operated cerametallic single clutch plate 
(diameter: 184mm)

 
Brakes/Steering
Front brakes: fl oating-callipers and ventilated discs
 - asphalt: 310mm x 30mm (diameter x thickness)
 - gravel: 285mm x 26mm (diameter x thickness)
 - radial-mount four-piston callipers
Rear brakes: solid discs: 290mm x 8mm (diameter x thickness)
 - radial-mount two-piston callipers
Handbrake: hydraulic
Power steering: hydraulic
 
Suspension
Front: MacPherson type with specifi c uniball-jointed wishbones
specifi c interchangeable front anti-roll bar (3 stiffnesses choices) with 
plain bearings
specifi c cast aluminium struts (camber adjustment at pivot).
Rear: strengthened H-beam modifi ed to accommodate an 
interchangeable anti-roll
bar (choice of 3 stiffnesses)

Front/rear dampers: specifi c three-way Öhlins dampers with 
adjustable hydraulic bump stops

Chassis
Structure: body shell reinforced by welded, multipoint FIA-approved 
roll cage  specifi c steel under body shielding
Weight: minimum weight (in accordance with FIA regulations): 
1.030kg (unladen), and 1.180kg (with crew)
Front/rear distribution: 64% /36%
 
Dimensions
Length/width: 3.962mm / 1.739mm
Wheelbase: 2.538mm 
Front/rear track: 1.475mm / 1.470mm
 
Wheels
Wheels/tyres: asphalt - wheels: 6.5 x 16/Michelin tyres (17/60-16)
                     gravel - wheels: 6 x 15 / Michelin tyres (16/64-15)

H&H



After winning the fi rst two rounds of the South 
African Rally Championship, Mark Cronje and Robin 
Houghton (Team Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000) have fi rmly 
established themselves as the early front runners for 
the driver and co-driver titles.
 Victories at the Total Rally in KwaZulu-Natal in 
March and the Sasol Rally in Mpumalanga on 20 - 21 April 
have secured the two Pretoria businessmen a full-house 
score of 50 points and an eight-point lead over nearest 
rivals, Johnny Gemmell and Carolyn Swan (Castrol Team 
Toyota Auris S2000). The Toyota pair has fi nished a close 
second in both rounds so far, losing out by 39.3 seconds 
in KZN and by 3.1 seconds in Mpumalanga. Between them 
the two have dominated the timed special stages this year, 
winning 21 out of 29, with Cronje/Houghton victorious in 14 
and Gemmell/Swan fastest in seven.
 An impressive third overall is the multiple 
championship-winning pair of Jan Habig/Robert Paisley with 
34 points in their fi rst season in a brand new left-hand drive 
Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000 after switching from the right-
hand drive factory Volkswagen Polo they campaigned last 

year. Tied with Habig and Paisley, in an equally impressive 
performance so far are South African championship rookies 
Dutch driver Hans Weijs Jnr and Belgian co-driver Bjorn 
Degandt in a factory BP Volkswagen Polo S2000.
 Jon Williams/Cobus Vrey are fi fth in the second 
Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000 with 28 points. They enjoy a slim 
one-point lead over the Team Total Toyota Auris pair of Jean-
Pierre Damseaux/Grant Martin and the second Basil Read 
Ford Fiesta of Charl Wilken/Greg Godrich, who are tied in 
sixth place.
 Leading the S2000 Challenge for earlier spec S2000 
cars with 33 points and a fi ne eighth overall with 24 points 
are Gugu Zulu and Carl Peskin in a BP Volkswagen Polo. 
Competing in their fi rst season in the premier Class after 
stepping up from the S1600 two-wheel drive Class, Zulu and 
Peskin followed up a 12th overall in the opening round with 
their best-ever result of sixth overall in the Sasol Rally.
 Second in the S2000 Challenge with 15 points and 
13th overall are Namibians Wilro Dippenaar/Morne du Toit 
(PZN Panelbeaters Toyota RunX), who won the challenge 
in the Total Rally but were non-fi nishers in Mpumalanga.  
Werner Koekemoer and Etienne Lourens (Glasurit Toyota 
RunX) and 17-year-old S2000 rookie Henk Lategan and Barry 
White (Q8 Oils Volkswagen Polo) are joint third in the S2000 

Challenge with 12 points each after scoring all their points in 
the Sasol Rally. Koekemoer/Lourens did not compete in the 
fi rst round and Lategan/White rolled out of contention on the 
fi rst day of the Total Rally in their debut S2000 outing.
 Consistency has been the name of the game in the 
Two Wheel Drive Championship for S1600 cars with surprise 
but deserving leaders being Megan Verlaque/Hilton Auffray in 
a BP Volkswagen Polo. A fi fth in the Total Rally and a second 
in the Sasol earned them a log-leading 37 points, two ahead 
of Murray Lloyd/Ralph Lehmann (MLC Computer Solutions 
Volkswagen Polo). Former champions Craig Trott and Robbie 
Coetzee (Team Total Toyota RunX) share third place with 
Morne Janse van Rensburg/Rikus Fourie (Volkswagen Polo), 
surprise winners of the Class in the Sasol Rally after the 
earlier pace setters had all fallen out on 25 points. 
 Ashley Haigh-Smith (Castrol Ford Fiesta R) has been 
the pace setter in the two wheel drive championship, but non 
fi nishes in both rounds (with Celeste Snyders in the Total 
Rally when the Ford suffered engine problems, and Craig 
Parry in the Sasol Rally after a driveshaft broke while they 
were leading) have put him on the back foot. 
 The next round of the championship is the Toyota 
Dealer Gauteng Rally on 8 and 9 June.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Evan Rothman
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The all-action Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) 
returns to Corsica this week for the 55th running of 
Giru di Corsica-Tour de Corse, an event steeped in 
tradition and testing in the extreme.
 Back on the IRC schedule following its spectacular 
inaugural appearance in 2011, the rally will be televised 
live on Eurosport when it takes place from 9-12 May on 
demanding stages around the picturesque Mediterranean 
island.
 Four stages of the famous rally will be broadcast 
on Eurosport as they happen, with both runs of Erbajolo-
Pont d’Altiani on Friday 11 May and the fi rst and third passes 
of Marinca-Cagnano on Saturday 12 May covered live on 
Eurosport and Eurosport Player. Corsican satellite channel Via 
Stella will cover the penultimate stage live.
 The action will be shown in High Defi nition and 
viewers watching around the world will be treated to a real 
time comparison of how the drivers are performing on a 
section of a stage through the use of SimulCam technology.
 Affectionately known as the Rally of 10,000 Corners 

due to the proliferation of twists and turns on challenging 
mountain roads, the event starts in Ajaccio in the south west 
of the island on the afternoon of Thursday 10 May. Crews 
tackle three stages prior to the overnight halt in Calvi on the 
northwest coast.
 Friday’s action consists of fi ve stages based around 
Corte – four single-use tests plus Erbajolo-Pont d’Altiani, 
which will be used twice with both runs shown live on 
Eurosport. Competitors will service in Corte during the day 
before heading to Bastia in the northeast for overnight parc 
fermé.
 The rally concludes on Saturday 12 May with two 
stages north of Bastia each run three times as part of a 
major revamp of the route for 2012. Eurosport will be 
transmitting live when the 28.96-kilometre Marinca-Cagnano 
stage brings the rally to a close on Saturday evening ahead 
of the ceremonial fi nish in Bastia at 20:00hrs local time.
 The fi rst Giru di Corsica-Tour de Corse took place in 
1956 and it wasn’t long before the event became one of the 
world’s most iconic, albeit challenging rallies. It developed a 
fearsome reputation as drivers negotiated narrow mountain 
roads in high-powered cars, lined with unforgiving rock faces 
on one side of the road or steep drops on the other.

 It was also an extreme test of endurance with 
the route covering signifi cant parts of the island in a 25-
hour stretch. In more recent times organisers settled for a 
compact and sedate route based around Ajaccio. However, 
for the event’s IRC debut in 2011, a new route was plotted to 
take in more of the island to recreate the spirit of adventure 
once very much in evidence. But with most of Corsica’s 
undulating roads undergoing resurfacing over the years, 
much of the broken and bumpy asphalt that was once 
synonymous with the rally has been eradicated.
 While hot and sunny weather is expected for the 
duration of the event, the island’s climate can be changeable, 
particularly in mountainous areas. This can make tyre choice 
a lottery in the event of rainfall during a stage.
 With all six Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
manufacturers represented, 21 headlining Super 2000 cars 
in contention for IRC points and drivers from 17 different 
countries taking part, the battle for victory in Corsica will be 
electric.
 Peugeot triumphed on the IRC’s inaugural visit to 
the island last season with Thierry Neuville taking a landmark 
victory in his 207 S2000. Although Neuville won’t be in 
action next week, Peugeot’s line-up is formidable with French 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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aces Mathieu Arzeno and Bryan Bouffi er, Ireland’s Craig 
Breen and Corsican Pierre Campana all set to impress for 
the make, which is also the supplier of offi cial vehicles to the 
rally organisers.
 ŠKODA arrives in Corsica on the back of three 
successive IRC wins in Açores, Canary Islands and Northern 
Ireland and will be a fi rm contender for victory. Defending 
IRC champion, the Norwegian Andreas Mikkelsen, factory 
pilot Jan Kopecký – the runaway leader of the Czech 
championship – emerging German talents Hermann Gassner 
Jr and Sepp Wiegand, local driver Jean-François Succi and 
Skydive Dubai Rally Team’s Rashi Al Ketbi will be reliant on 
Fabia S2000s as they bid for success.
 M-Sport’s feet of Ford Fiesta S2000s are also 
capable of running at the front. Oleksii Tamrazov and 
Oleksandr Saliuk are ones to watch for Dream Team Ukraine, 
while Frenchman Julien Maurin scored IRC points in Corsica 
in 2011. Patrik Flodin had been due to drive a Fiesta for new 
entrant Petter Solberg Engineering but a collarbone injury 
has forced him to withdraw. Marty McCormack, who won the 
Colin McRae IRC Flat Out Trophy on the previous round in 
Northern Ireland following his success in the IRC 2WD Cup 

will deputise on what will be his fi rst rally in an S2000 car.
 Italian Giandomenico Basso, a four-time IRC event 
winner, makes his fi rst start of the year in a Regional Rally 
Car-specifi cation Fiesta. Rather than using a normally-
aspirated engine like the bulk of the S2000 machines in 
action, Basso’s car is turbocharged and benefi ts from other 
modifi cations.
 World Rally Championship driver Dani Sordo 
will also be competing in Corsica in a MINI Countryman. 
However, because MINI is not a registered IRC manufacturer, 
the Spaniard won’t be eligible for points.
 The battle for honours will be just as close in the 
IRC Production Cup where Subaru’s trio of factory-supported 
drivers – Andreas Aigner, Toshi Arai and Jarkko Nikara – will 
be gunning for glory in their R4-specifi cation Impreza WRX 
STIs. Romania’s Marco Tempestini will be at the wheel of 
an Impreza R4 and is vastly experienced. François Delecour 
also has plenty of knowledge to call upon. The legendary 
Frenchman will pilot a works-supported Renault Mégane RS 
with Manu Guigou competing in a sister entry. IRC Production 
Cup leader, France’s Robert Consani, will also be in action in 
a Mégane as he looks to hit back from his retirement on the 

Donnelly Group Circuit of Ireland Rally last month.
 Local hero Pierre-Antoine Guglielmi will be bidding 
for successive wins in Corsica in the IRC 2WD Cup. However, 
the Renault Clio driver will face strong opposition from a host 
of rivals including fellow Renault drivers Michael Kogler from 
Austria and Guy Fiori from France, Britain’s former IRC 2WD 
Cup champion Harry Hunt and Hungary’s Menya Krózser, who 
heads Honda’s bid for success in his Civic Type R.
 
EVENT ESSENTIALS:
Starts: Ajaccio, 13h00, Thursday 10 May
Finishes: Bastia, 19h40, Saturday 12 May
Entries received: 48
IRC appearances: One (2011)
Stages: 14
Stage distance: 318.23 kilometres
Liaison: 755.98 kilometres 
Total: 1074.21 kilometres H&H



Subaru Rally Team USA’s David Higgins and Craig 
Drew won 12 stages out of 16 to win his fourth Oregon 
Trail Rally. Higgins never trailed in the rally even when 
he shot off the road at high speed and bent his rear 
control arms. The team managed to fi nish the stage 
and hobbled to the service for repairs.
 “I thought I was done for when I went off,” said 
Higgins, “But my team got me back on the road. I couldn’t 
have done it without them. I’m so proud to win four Oregon 
Trail Rallies. I’m getting up there with Ken Block in wins at 
single events!” said Higgins.
 Notably, Higgins’ closest rival, the Rockstar Energy 

Drink Rally Team’s Antoine L’Estage and Nathalie Richard, 
needed to bounce back from a DNF suffered at the second 
round of the Rally American National Championship. At the 
Oregon Trail Rally the team dogged Higgins until a few turns 
into SS7 the car stopped. They were unable to continue and 
a second DNF severely complicated their chances for another 
Rally America title.
 The overall podium and class podiums were graced 
by many new Rally America drivers and teams. Canadian 
Rally Championship regular, Leonid Urlichlich with Carl 
Williamson drove their 2007 Subaru IImpreza WRX STI to 
second place overall for his fi rst American podium fi nish 04 
minutes 25.9 seconds behind Higgins.
 2011 Rally America Rookie of the Year Adam 
Yeoman with co-driver Jordan Shulze proudly stepped up to 

the overall podium by fi nishing third for the fi rst time in his 
Rally America career. He fi nished 10 minutes 20.2 seconds 
behind Higgins.
 The Super Production (SP) Class was won by 
Belgium Group N Champ David Sterckx with co-driver Karen 
Jankowski for their fi rst SP podium in just three U.S. events. 
Sterckx edged local Hood River driver, Dave Henderson with 
Terrence McDowell, by 30.9 seconds. This was Henderson’s 
fi rst second place podium in his SP Class car. Chris and Lori 
O’Driscoll rounded out the SP Class podium fi nishing 07 
minutes 52 seconds from the Class leader.
 In their fi rst American competition, Australians 
Will Orders and Toni Feaver battled furiously to win the Two 
Wheel Drive (2WD) Class by 01 minute 44.3 seconds over 
2WD regulars Andrew Comrie-Picard/Jeremy Wimpey. It was 
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a close competition between Orders and Comrie-Picard until 
the longer, faster stages on Day Three gave the Nissan-
driving Australians an advantage.
 “It’s amazing. The Nissan was so fast out here and 
the roads were incredible,” exclaimed Orders. “I can’t wait 
for the next round at the STPR Rally.”
 Edward McNelly/Ole Holter bounced back after 
a rollover in Missouri last February to complete the 2WD 
podium in their 2011 Ford Fiesta R2 and their fi rst podium 
this season.
 2WD is proving to be highly competitive during this 
year’s Rally America National Championship. Will Orders 
fi nished fourth overall and Andrew Comrie-Picard took fi fth 
overall, beating the more powerful 4WD machines in the 
process. Adam Yeoman was the only American-born driver 
in the top fi ve joined by a Manxman, Australian and two 

Canadians.
 The Oregon Trail Rally, the third round of the 
Rally America National Championship, was once again a 
notoriously tough three-day event that began at Portland 
International Raceway for a fan-friendly, four-stage night. 
The event moved to the fast, sweeping farmland and roads 
near The Dalles and Dufur, situated under Mt. Hood for 
Saturday and Sunday.
 View the photo gallery at: http://bit.ly/IHyrUA.

Final Classifi cation:
01) D. Higgins/C. Drew
       Subaru Imprez WRX STi - 01h 42m 46.9s
02) L. Urlichich/C. Williamson
       Subaru + 04m 25.9s
03) A. Yoman/J. Schulze
       Subaru Impreza + 10m 20.2s
04) W. Orders/T. Feaver
       Nissan Silvia + 12m 30.9s
05) A. Comrie-Picard/J. Wimpey
       Scion xD + 14m 15.2s
06) D. Sterckx/K. Jankowski
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi + 14m 16.2s
07) D. Henderson/T. McDowell
       Subaru Impreza + 14m 47.1s
08) E. McNelly/O. Holter
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 18m 54.1s
09) C. O’Driscoll/L. O’Driscoll
       Subaru Impreza WRX + 22m 39.1s
10) V. Mei/L. Junnila
       Ford Fiesta + 39m 03.7s



This weekend sees the Intercontinental Rally Challenge series’ This weekend sees the Intercontinental Rally Challenge series’ 
stop over for the Tour de Corse Rally. Who will be the talk of the stop over for the Tour de Corse Rally. Who will be the talk of the 
Service Park at this event?Service Park at this event?
Picture: IRC MediaPicture: IRC Media
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