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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Ostberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally?  Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally?  White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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START RAMP



Legendary British sports car marque Lotus will make 
its debut as a course car at Belgium’s Geko Ypres 
rally on the 21 – 23 June. Portuguese driver Bernardo 
Sousa, who is set to race the Lotus Exige R-GT later 
this year, will drive this offi cial car ahead of its entry 
in the FIA European Rally Championship and the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge.
 As part of the continuous development programme 
of the Exige R-GT, which has undergone tests in Italy, comes 
its fi rst participation, albeit as a course car, in a rally event. 
The Geko Ypres Rally, which takes place in the town of Ypres 

in West Flanders, will be the fans’ fi rst opportunity to see 
the car up close and running, and with the team of Bernardo 
Sousa and Corrado Mancini on board.
 The Lotus International Team will be present in full 
at Ypres. The race will be the fi rst offi cial event for the team, 
and represents a useful opportunity to bed itself in.
 Ypres is one of the most charming and characteristic 
rallies in the European series and the IRC. The participation 
of the Lotus International Rally Team will be used to continue 
testing and to fi ne tune the set-up of the car, equipped 
with a new suspension evolution, Michelin tyres thanks to a 
new technical partnership with the French company, and of 
further refi ned electronics.
 Claudio Berro said: “Development of the Exige R-GT 

is going well whilst we are awaiting further clarifi cations of 
the GT category, which are due to be made by the FIA at 
their World Motor Sport Council meeting on June 15. But, 
until then, we’re looking forward to Ypres which will give us 
some useful mileage, and show off this spectacular car to the 
rally world.”
 Bernardo Sousa commented: “I am very pleased 
to be at the Geko Ypres Rally, even if I’m only driving the 
Exige as a course car. This presence will certainly help us 
to start having some stage time comparisons against those 
who will be our next opponents. During the tests the car 
has improved continuously and I am discovering its great 
potential day after day.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Lotus International Rally
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SERVICE PARK



It was not the mielie fi elds, nor the 28.24km-long fi rst 
stage that defi ned the third round of the South African 
Rally Championship. It was, however, Jon Williams’ 
stellar performance to claim a well-deserved fi rst 
overall win in the South African Rally Championship 
capped by an all-privateer podium.

 Sweeping to a popular and hard-fought victory, 
Williams and co-driver Cobus Vrey (Team Sasol Ford Fiesta 
S2000) rose to the challenges laid down in this demanding 
event to fi nish at the top of the results sheet ahead of his 
hard-charging rivals.
 “We’ve worked so hard for this win, and now I 
have proved myself to be a contender for rally wins,” smiled 
Williams. “I’m relieved to have won, especially with Hein 
[Lategan, SAC Peugeot 207 S2000] and J-P [Damseaux, 

Team Total Toyota Auris S2000] pushing me all the way to 
the fi nish. It was a rally that could have gone in anyone’s 
favour, but I kept my nose clean in the last gravel stages 
and the car was perfect in the fi nal tarmac stage. It’s great 
to reward Sasol with this, giving our team three wins from 
three events this season.”
 Hein Lategan and Johan van der Merwe (SAC 
Peugeot 207 S2000) pipped Jean-Pierre Damseaux/Grant 
Martin (Team Total Toyota Auris S2000) to the fi nish line 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Evan Rothman
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in second place, stealing the position from the Damseaux 
on the fi nal stage by just 04.9seconds. Lategan was only 
06.9seconds adrift of Williams at the fi nish too, putting 
the podium fi nishers just under 12 seconds to once again 
underline the highly competitive series that is the South 
African Rally Championship. These privateers braved an 
onslaught from the full factory teams from Toyota and 
Volkswagen to once more upset the established order.
 Williams’ team-mates Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton 
were the fi rst car set off from the start ramp on a cold and 
overcast Saturday morning. Winners of the previous two 
rounds on the calendar, this pairing were favourites to claim 
another victory here. Cronje is one of the hardest working 
rally drivers in the country, testing, developing and fi ne-
tuning his setups on his M-Sport-built Ford Fiesta S2000. 
However, all his hard work was undone by a hole 01.5km into 
the fi rst stage. 
 SS1 was a 28.24km speed test that proved proved 
a torturous affair not only for Cronje/Houghton, by 13 other 
crews. The hole Cronje struck severley damaged his car’s 

rear suspension and shattered a wheel in the process. With 
the damage to great to continue, the businessman decided 
rather to retire from the event.
 Standing approximately 5km into this stage, I 
witnessed the carnage that was about to unfold from what 
was a little less than 400 meters of rocks (of a total of 
600 meters throughout the long stage). This fi rst tricky 
section claimed 13 cars’ tyres to puncture, with a handful 
of those suffering front and rear fl ats on one side of the car 
only. These punctures destroyed the fi ght that could have 
seen seven, eight, nine or even ten crews fi ghting for top 
honours in this event (if looking at the stage times of those 
competing under SupeRally regulations on Day Two were 
anything to go by and to ignore the puncture-related stage 
time losses), but it was teams those that erred on the side of 
caution instead of attacking the rocky sections with abandon 
that emerged unscathed and were rewarded for their 
considered approach. Jan Habig, Jon Williams, Hein Lategan, 
Sebastiaan Klaasen, Gugu Zulu, Jean-Pierre Damseaux, Hans 
Weijs jr, Wilro Dippenaar were the top-fl ight crews to rise to 

the occasion in Class S2000 and S2000 Challenge to avoid 
punctures in a tricky section. 
 Mohammed Moosa (Team Total Toyota Auris S2000) 
was amongst the few that suffered more than one puncture 
and a rear suspension failure as he limped his car to the 
end of the nightmarish stage, while FIA WRC Academy 
star Ashley Haigh-Smith and co-driver Craig Parry (Castrol 
Ford Fiesta R2 S1600) were struck with a whopping three 
punctures to rule them out of the event too. Luck, driving 
cautiously, left-hand drive or right, two- or four-wheel drive, 
the fact is that 41 percent of the fi eld suffered through that 
fi rst stage. What added to the long retirement list at the end 
of this opening stage was that SS2 was 27km stage with a 
Service Park only then follows. However, more on SS1 and 
its consequences will be addressed in next week’s issue of 
Handbrakes & Hairpins.
 The fi ght for the overall lead became a four-horse 
race and a fi ght that proved highly entertaining and gripping, 
with Jan Habig (Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000) leading the 
charge on Day One with Williams and Damseaux squabbling 



for tenths of a second in a battle that was to rage on over 
nine stages and 176km of competition.
 After four stages, including the fan-friendly 
Super Special Stage at RallyStar Motorsport Academy in 
Bapsfontein to conclude the day’s action, the high-speed 
jumps and tight turns thrilled the hundreds of spectators who 
braved the cold and windy conditions of Saturday afternoon. 
Habig fi nished Day One with a 35.9second lead over Williams 
and Damseaux, with Klaasen and Lategan keeping the 
factory teams at bay behind them but also inching closer and 
closer to the unsuspecting leading trio.
 With fi ve stages for the crews to tackle on Day Two, 
Williams, Habig and Damseaux were set to engage in an all-
out attack on the opening two speed tests. Damseaux took 
a more controlled approach to reel in his rivals and this paid 
dividends for the Somerset West-based rally ace. Lategan 
also paid close attention to his competitors, and timed an 
attack to perfection in the latter stages of the fi ght.
 “Towards the end of the SS7, we picked up dust on 
the stage, and we thought it was odd,” said Williams after 

the day’s second stage. “As we pushed harder into the stage 
we realised it was Habig’s. We closed up to him and knew 
we had just taken the lead of the rally, despite losing ten 
seconds driving in their thick dust.”
 After dropping 01min 45 seconds to his rivals, Habig 
said: “We had no way of stopping in the stage to change the 
wheel. We had to keep driving and we knew it would cost us 
a bit of time. The win vanished towards the end of the stage. 
There was nothing we could do.”
 As Williams moved to the top of the leader board 
Damseaux was promoted to second overall and within 
14seconds of the lead, with Lategan closing the gap with 
each stage completed in his Peugeot - its fi rst appearance in 
a top three position since its introduction in the South African 
Rally Championship in 2011.
 A repeat of Day One’s opening test, the torturous 
stage that caused so many punctures, awaited the leaders 
who were nervously plotting their strategies: a 16km-long 
all tarmac challenge lay was to for the surviving crews at 
Zwartkops Raceway. With baited breaths, spectators watched 

the crews charge into the punishing stage with aggression. 
The stage claimed only two victims, but both were unrelated 
to the rocky sections that plagued crews on Day One’s pass. 
In fact, Habig even posted a stage time 30seconds quicker 
than his previous effort. That is confi dence and commitment!
 The tension at the Service Park after SS9 to prepare 
the cars for the 16km circuit attack was palpable. The three 
lead crews were blanketed by less than 20seconds with all 
to win or lose on seven laps run in reverse direction around 
the 02.4km circuit. Lategan took full advantage of his tarmac 
experience to overtake Damseaux for second place and eke 
out a 04.9second advantage over the Toyota driver.
 Dutch rally driver Hans Weijs jr and Belgian co-
driver Bjorn Degandt (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000) fi nished 
fi fth overall behind Habig/Paisley who recovered from their 
SS7 puncture. It was sixth place for Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn 
Swan (Castrol Team Toyota Auris S2000) after losing four 
minutes with punctures in SS1. Gemmell showcased his 
sheer driving talent to fi nish the event 02min 17sec behind 
the leaders, to reel in his competition after their setback. As 



was mentioned in the beginning of this article, it would have 
been a dramatic fi ght for the overall lead!
 With a broken leg, Sebastiaan Klaasen put on a 
brave display of driving to fi nish the event seventh in his 
Monster-backed Ford Fiesta S2000. Charl Wilken/Greg 
Godrich (Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000) claimed ninth overall.
 
 Gugu Zulu and Carl Peskin (BP Volkswagen Polo 
S2000) won the S2000 Challenge for the older specifi cation 
premier Class four-wheel drive cars, fi nishing a fantastic 
eighth overall and 20min 50seconds ahead of second-placed 
Wilro Dippenaar/Morne du Toit (PZN Panelbeaters Toyota 
RunX S2000), who were 15th overall, and Werner Koekemoer 
and Etienne Lourens (Glasurit Toyota RunX S2000), who 
fi nished 22nd overall.
Further down the leader board, it was with relief that 
from car #24’s camp that Cronje/Houghton fi nished the 
rally. Along with a list of crews restarting the event under 

SupeRally regulations, Cronje claimed 11th position and 
picked up ten valuable Championship points. In the process 
Cronje/Houghton retained their Championship lead over 
Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan (Castrol Team Toyota Auris 
S2000), now reduced to three points. Williams/Vrey move up 
to third, seven points in arrears.
 Nic van der Westhuizen/Henry Dearlove (SA 
Earthworks Ford Fiesta R2 S1600) fi nished tenth overall and 
comfortably took the honours in the Two Wheel Drive S1600 
Championship by nearly fi ve minutes from former Class 
champions Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (Team Total Toyota 
RunX S1600), with the Durban driver putting on a gutsy 
performance to upstage his rivals behind him in an attempt 
to chase down the Class winner. Third were Tjaart Conradie/
Kes Naidoo (Galvadip Toyota Auris S1600).
 The next round of the championship is the 
Volkswagen Rally in Port Elizabeth on 13 and 14 July. H&H

Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally Overall Final Classifi cation:
01) Jon Williams/Cobus Vrey
       Ford Fiesta S2000 – 01h 54m 57.2s
02) Heinrich Lategan/Johan van der Merwe
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 06.9s
03) Jean-Pierre Damseaux/Grant Martin
       Team Total Toyota Auris S2000 + 11.8s
04) Jan Habig/Robert Paisley
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 37.7s
05) Hans Weijs jr/Bjorn Degandt
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 02m 03.9s
06) Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 02m 17.0s
07) Sebastiaan Klaassen/Cindi Harding
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 03m 10.5s
08) Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 C + 05m 01.8s
09) Charl Wilken/Greg Godrich
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 11m 51.7s
10) Nic van der Westhuizen/Henry Dearlove
       Ford Fiesta R2 S1600 + 15m 58.7s



New meets old when the legendary Targa Florio hosts 
the all-action Intercontinental Rally Challenge for the 
fi rst time this weekend.
 Created in 1906 by amateur racer Vincenzo Florio, 
the event originally consisted of a road race around the 
whole of Sicily, but by the 1930s it was down to a 72km 
lap on public roads, called the Circuito delle Madonie – 
which was repeated 11 times. Covering nearly 1000km, 
drivers were usually split into teams of two. The route was 
fearsome, consisting of several hairpin bends and narrow 
mountain roads with changeable grip, which the spectators 
adored. Many of the biggest heroes of the sport competed on 
the roads of the ‘Targa’: winners include Sir Stirling Moss, Vic 
Elford, Arturo Merzario and Sandro Munari.
 Although the roads were twisty and average speeds 
low, a number of accidents meant that the road race was 

discontinued after 1977. Instead, the Targa Florio was 
resurrected as a stage rally in 1978, joining the Campionato 
Italiano Rally (the Italian Rally Championship) and using 
sections of the original Madonie circuit. It remains a key 
feature of the Italian series and forms Round Five of the 
2012 IRC.
 Targa Florio-Rally Internazionale Di Sicilia, to give 
the event its full title, will present a tough test for the IRC 
regulars as they go up against the cream of the Italian 
championship on high-speed, undulating Tarmac stages east 
of Palermo, Sicily’s capital city. Because of the Mediterranean 
island’s intense heat, the road surface is prone to softening, 
which makes the asphalt slippery and bumpy in nature as a 
result. Grip levels also change frequently, which increases 
the challenge facing the crews. In keeping with the event’s 
origins, the stages are effectively extended versions of race 
circuits with wide open corners so a precise driving style 
and car set-up is vital in order to achieve optimal cornering 
and exit speeds. And because of the high speeds achieved, 

engines are subjected to signifi cant stress levels.
 The format of the modern-day Targa differs to other 
IRC rounds with the action contained within fi ve different 
stage layouts: a single run over the Citta’ Di Palmero 
stage on Thursday night, three passes over the Targa and 
Collesano stages on Friday and two runs over the Cefalu 
and Castelbuono stages on Saturday. The Collesano and 
Castelbuono stages haven’t been used since the 1980s 
and are therefore unchartered territory for the leading 
contenders. Fans fl ock to the stages in great number in Sicily 
and the addition of the IRC regulars to the entry list will only 
increase the levels of interest.
 The chase for fi rst place on Targa Florio-Rally 
Internazionale Di Sicilia is set to come down to a close fi ght 
between several leading runners from the IRC and their 
counterparts in the Campionato Italiano Rally, the Italian 
Rally Championship. Paolo Andreucci, in a Peugeot Italia 207 
S2000, is likely to set the standard his rivals must surpass 
if they are to win the asphalt event. With six triumphs to his 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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name in Sicily, fi ve of which were secured alongside current 
co-driver Anna Andreussi, the Italian veteran will be hard to 
beat.
 One driver aiming to prevent Andreucci from 
claiming victory number seven is Giandomenico Basso. 
The double European champion and four-time IRC event 
winner has never won the Targa Florio, but will be a strong 
contender in his M-Sport Ford Fiesta RRC.
 IRC frontrunners Jan Kopecký and Andreas 
Mikkelsen will be taking part on Targa Florio for the fi rst time 
this year and will be expected to take the fi ght to Andreucci 
and Basso. Kopecký, currently second in the IRC drivers’ 
standings, lines up for the factory Skoda Motorsport team, 
while Mikkelsen, the defending IRC champion and current 
title leader, will drive a Fabia S2000 for Skoda UK Motorsport.
 Craig Breen is another Targa Florio rookie vying 
for a strong result. The Irishman, a point-scorer on his 
two previous IRC outings this season, is making a one-
off appearance in an HRT Motorsport Peugeot 207 before 
returning to his regular team, Saintéloc Racing, for the 
Geko Ypres Rally in Belgium, which takes place one week 

after Targa Florio. Peugeot drivers Matteo Gamba and 
Alessandro Perico and Umberto Scandola (Skoda) are three 
other drivers aiming to impress, while Sepp Wiegand will be 
looking to make it fi ve points fi nishes in a row for Skoda Auto 
Deutschland. The promising German driver arrives in Sicily 
on the back of his circuit racing debut in Austria earlier this 
month. Meanwhile, Rashid Al-Ketbi will be aiming to increase 
his experience of asphalt competition in his Skydive Dubai-
backed Fabia.
 Johan Heloïse makes his long-awaited return to the 
IRC after contesting selected events in 2011. The Martinique 
driver will be at the wheel of a Top Run Motorsport-prepared 
Subaru Impreza and will be expected to challenge for 
category honours, as will Vitaliy Pushkar, who forms part of 
the Dream Team Ukraine operation in a Ralliart Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution IX. However, both drivers will face a tough 
battle to beat Marco Tempestini. Born in Italy but now living 
in Romania, Tempestini hasn’t enjoyed much luck in his 
Impreza R4 this season but has the pace to secure top spot 
in the showroom class.
 Reigning Italian Junior champion Simone Campedelli 

will be among the favourites to win the IRC 2WD Cup in his 
Citroën DS3 R3T, but he will face strong opposition from 
Briton Harry Hunt, who will drive a similar DS3, and Estonian 
Martin Kangur, who makes his fi rst start of the year in a 
Honda Civic Type R. Andrea Nucita lives in Sicily so will be 
looking to capitalise on his local knowledge in his C2, while 
Finnish Renault Twingo driver Mikko Pajunen is highly-rated 
and can count on the services of experienced co-driver Kaj 
Lindström.
 
EVENT ESSENTIALS
Start: Piazza Castelnuovo, Palermo, 20h00, 14 June
Finish: Targa Florio Village, Termini Imerese, 17h30, 16 June
Entries received: 35
IRC appearances: None
Stages: 11
Stage distance: 151.95km
Liaison: 641.87km
Total: 793.82km H&H
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This week saw the fi rst test for the Australian driver 
at the wheel of the Citroën DS3 R3T with which she 
will compete in four events: Geko Ypres Rally, Coppa 
Città di Lucca, Neste Rally Finland and ADAC Rally 
Deutschland.
 Molly Taylor, whose sports management will be 
taken care of by United Business, was in Italy to put the the 
Citroën DS3 BP Racing through its paces. This test allowed 
the crew to become familiar with the car, which they were 
using for the fi rst time, and with the new Pirelli tyres in view 
of their debut in the Belgian rally scheduled in two weeks.
 Molly Taylor said: “For me it is a fantastic 

opportunity, and a great step forward in my career. To have 
the opportunity to work with a professional team and a 
different car from the ones I drove before will allow me to 
learn a lot. I am trying to soak up as much as possible; this 
car has many possible settings, we are trying to understand 
it as we go. We have a lot of work to do this year to gain 
experience, we will take what comes and try to make the 
most of it.”
 Pier Liberali, of United Business, said: “We started 
this co-operation with Molly Taylor, because we believe in 
this lady driver who has proven to be very solid and fast. I 
think she is one of the fastest lady rally drivers at world level 
today. Just like we do for all the other professional drivers 
whose management we take care of , we have prepared 
for her a medium to long term programme which caters 

for these events, although we are working to increase the 
number of races which she will be present in for 2012. For 
these events we will use the structure of BP Racing, already 
used by another one of our drivers, and which has always 
proven to be a well prepared and very professional factory.”
 Fabrizia Pons (Representative of the FIA Women in 
Motorsport commission) said: “I am very happy that Molly 
has the opportunity to drive a performing car such as Citroën 
DS3: to start with Ypres is a beautiful challenge for her, but 
I’m sure that she will rise up to it.”
 The Geko Ypres Rally will start at 16h25 on Friday 
22 June, with the fi rst leg of six special stages taking 85km 
and fi nishing at 22h54. After the overnight halt, action 
restarts at 09h50 on Saturday 23 June for 12 special stages 
over 209km before fi nishing in Ypres at 22h39.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: United Business
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Ten stages over 186km of competitive action saw the 
37 entrants to the Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally whittle 
the fi eld down to 24 survivors.
 Team Total tackled Round Three of the South African 
Rally Championship held in the Bapsfontein and Pretoria 
West areas on Saturday 9 June and Sunday 10 June. The 
very fi rst speed test of the event proved decisive in the 
outcome of the fi nal results on Sunday afternoon, as a rocky 
section on this gravel stage saw a number of crews succumb 
to ill-fated punctures and dreaded suspension component 
damage. The current Championship points’ leader Mark 
Cronje (Ford Fiesta S2000) was sidelined on this stage after 

hitting a hole that forced their car into retirement. Second in 
the Championship’s standings, Johnny Gemmell (Toyota Auris 
S2000) suffered a string of punctures in that stage too to 
leave the expected leader board upside down.
 After four high-speed gravel stages run over 
79.6km, the competitors put on a sterling display of driving 
skill. A highlight from Day One included the battle for 
the overall lead from three crews: Jan Habig (Ford Fiesta 
S2000), Jon Williams (Ford Fiesta S2000) and Jean-Pierre 
Damseaux (Team Total Toyota Auris S2000). The dust 
plumes, the mielie fi elds and the twisting gravel roads made 
for thrilling sideways action for the cheering spectators 
that was capped on the Saturday evening with a dramatic 
Super Special Stage at the RallyStar Motorsport Academy’s 
purpose-built track. Crews hurtled their rally weapons into 

the air over the big jumps, and left their braking late into 
corners to eke out any advantage possible over their rivals in 
a head-to-head challenge.
 Rallying resumed early on a cold and frosty Sunday 
morning with a repeat of the Super Special Stage from the 
night before, which was then followed by three intense gravel 
stages on the nearby farm roads before ending at Zwartkops 
Raceway for what was a nail-biting fi nale.
 Overnight leader Jan Habig suffered his fi rst 
puncture of the event on the day’s second stage to drop 
over two minutes of stage time to his rivals. This promoted a 
hard-charging Williams and Damseaux into fi rst and second 
overall, with a slender 15 seconds separating them, and Hein 
Lategan (Peugeot 207 S2000) fast gaining on the two leading 
cars.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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 Careful driving lines and a concerted effort in the 
fi nal stage of the event on Sunday afternoon sealed Williams’ 
fi rst overall national rally victory, with Lategan pipping 
Damseaux to second place by just 4.9 seconds.
 Team Total is South Africa’s largest privateer squad, 
boasting four Toyota rally cars in two categories. Jean-Pierre 
Damseaux/Grant Martin (car #10) and Mohammed Moosa/
Andre Vermeulen (car #13) compete in the premier Class 
S2000 in Toyota’s Auris S2000 rally weapons and battle it out 
against their factory-backed rivals for the prestigious Drivers’ 
Championship title. Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (car #62) and 
the only all-female rally crew in competition at national level 
of Stefanie Botha/Angela Shields (car #74) proudly fl y the 
Team Total livery in Class S1600 with Toyota RunX machines.
 Day One saw Damseaux pick his lines carefully 
through the tortuous rocky sections on stage one, and 
this considered approach rewarded the Somerset West-
based rally driver with a top three overall position. His 
determination was spurred on with a potential podium 
result on the cards, and Damseaux attacked throughout the 
remainder of Day One’s speed tests. As Sunday morning 
dawned, this experienced competitor charged from the fi rst 
corner to move up to second overall and continued to hold 
this position until the penultimate stage. Winner Williams, 
Damseaux and Lategan were embroiled in an all-out fi ght 
for the overall victory, and with no more than 20 seconds 
separating them throughout the morning’s stages, it was 
Lategan that pipped Damseaux to the fi nish line. Damseaux 
ended the rally with a strong third position, just 11.8 seconds 
off the winners.

 “It was a good day in the car,” said Damseaux. “I 
needed to keep my focus on the fi nish, keep Hein [Lategan] 
in check and drive through the rocky sections without 
problems. We did this, and we are very happy with our 
result. The podium position is great for Team Total, as we all 
worked hard for this result here this weekend.”
 With Lady Luck seemingly having abandoned Class 
S2000 team-mates Moosa/Vermeulen after their early 
Day One exit from the event due to punctures and rear 
suspension damage in stage one. The crew decided to rather 
withdraw from the running on Day One to repair their rally 
machine to tackle Day Two under SupeRally regulations. 
 On his fi ght back up the leader board, Moosa 
showcased his tenacity to bring his Auris S2000 to the 
fi nish in 17th position overall after a punishing Day Two. 
Encouragingly, Moosa and Vermeulen posted fast stage times 
in two of the morning’s speed tests to remind their rivals that 
this pairing will return eager for a top fi ve result at the next 
event.
 Class S1600 and Two Wheel Drive Championship 
contenders stunned spectators with their cars’ performance 
over the two day’s of action, offering up large doses of close 
rally action throughout this fi eld for position.
 On Day One Team Total’s Class S1600 entrants of 
Trott/Coetzee and Botha/Shields battled fi ercely for the Class 
podium on the opening three stages of the event. However, 
an electronic gremlin forced Stefanie Botha and co-driver 
Angela Shields to retire in stage three.
 Once the electronic problem was solved, the pairing 
re-entered the event under SupeRally rules for Day Two 

where they once more showed their speed. Sadly, on the 
fi nal stage a racing incident involving another competitor saw 
the all-female team’s event come to a screeching halt with 
damage that heartbreakingly ruled them out of continuing to 
the fi nish line.
 It was all smiles, congratulations and celebrations 
for Trott and Coetzee as they claimed a well-deserved second 
place in Class S1600. Following a fi ne performance on Day 
One that proved that Mr Consistency, as Trott is known in the 
Service Park, also knows when to put the proverbial hammer 
down on the accelerator pedal. Consolidating their overnight 
second place in Class after a faultless performance on all of 
Day One’s four tests, Trott/Coetzee continued on their march 
to the second step of the podium despite a puncture costing 
them valuable time to their rivals. 
 “This event was a tough one, and we needed to stay 
in the fi ght for Class position to keep pressuring the leaders,” 
said Trott. “We built up a good rhythm in the gravel stages, 
but the puncture slowed us. Fortunately, we were able to 
limp through the stage with the fl at tyre and not lose our 
position. It was a great event for Team Total!”
 Team Total next takes on the Volkswagen Rally in 
and around Port Elizabeth in the Eastern Cape on 13 and 14 
July.
 For more information on this event and on Team 
Total, please visit http://www.total.co.za, on Facebook at 
http://wwwfacebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica and on Twitter at 
http://www.twitter.com/TotalSAfrica. H&H



South Africa is in pole position to host, for the 
fi rst time, the World Rally Championship (WRC) 
in KwaZulu-Natal. The bid which is being led by 
Kagiso Media subsidiary company, Kagiso Vantage, 
(previously Mobil Alliance), is the second biggest 
motorsport event in the world, after the Formula 1, 
with a world-wide television audience of 570 million 
viewers in over 200 countries. Positive signs of a 
successful bid emerged when the country was tasked 
by the international motorsport body, the FIA, to host 
a candidate event from 16 - 18 August 2012 to test 
readiness.
 According to Murphy Morobe, CEO of Kagiso Media, 
a successful bid will augur very well for the country and 
Kagiso Vantage. “We are happy to support an international 

sporting event that will contribute positively to the country. 
During the 2010 soccer World Cup we proved our ability, as a 
nation, to put together world class sporting events. We have 
toiled very hard to reach this point to ensure that our bid 
meets the criteria, ” says Morobe.
 Following a ten year absence from Africa (the 
last one was hosted in Kenya, 10 years ago), the event is 
planned  to take place in three areas of Kwa-Zulu Natal, 
namely the Valley of a Thousand Hills, Richmond and the 
South-Coast. The Moses Mabhida stadium will host the 
opening and closing ceremonies as well as operate as a 
service park.
 Mr S’bu Sithole, the City Manager of eTthekwini, 
says: “Being the host city of the event is in line with the 
objectives of attracting great events to Durban while at the 
same time encouraging tourism.”
 “Such events are crucial for developing the profi le 
of the city and province as they do not just create good PR, 

but have other positive spin-offs, such as tourism and job 
creation. The WRC has a strong emphasis on tourism, with 
the event televised to a wide international audience. This 
exposure to these international markets over a three year 
period can only bode well for the City and the region,” says 
Mr Sithole.
 The South African Motorsport industry also stands 
to benefi t hugely according to Steve Miller, chairperson of 
Motorsport South Africa.
 “For teams, sponsors and other stakeholders, 
the importance of hosting a round of the WRC in South 
Africa is indisputable.  It will undoubtedly raise the profi le 
of motorsport in general and boost this discipline of the 
sport. We are fortunate that South Africa has a very strong 
reputation for being able to host major sporting events 
successfully in a way that unifi es the Nation and showcases 
the country,” he concludes.
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With no factory teams on the podium at this past weekend’s With no factory teams on the podium at this past weekend’s 
Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally, Round Three of the South African Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally, Round Three of the South African 
Rally Championship, it was a privateers podium. Has a new dawn Rally Championship, it was a privateers podium. Has a new dawn 
set on the sport in South Africa after decades-long factory teams’ set on the sport in South Africa after decades-long factory teams’ 
domination? domination? 
Picture: WorldRallyPics.Picture: WorldRallyPics.
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