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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
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camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.
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Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
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knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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START RAMP



Fast sweeps on fl owing forest gravel roads are as 
synonymous with rallying as are pace notes to this 
sport. The South African Rally Championship heads 
to Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape this weekend for the 
fourth round of the calendar as the season reaches its 
halfway point.
 The Volkswagen Rally is a fi rm favourite for both 
competitors and spectators alike, with the always-intense 
action played out over the demanding stages in Longmore 

Forest, on a thrilling asphalt stage in the hometown of motor 
manufacturer Volkswagen in Uitenhage, gravel tests around 
the Port Elizabeth Oval Track Raceway (PEOTR) and Gamtoos 
regions before concluding with the fan favourite fi nale at the 
Kings Beach complex.
 Day One takes place on Friday 13 July and the 
sound, smell and sight of rally cars in full attack mode will 
erase any effect of superstitions on this Friday the 13th as 
fi ve stages of intense rallying are scheduled for the afternoon 
and evening. Two new stages in the Gamtoos area will start 
the event off, with the fi rst stage a 10.5km-long encounter 
organisers have likened to a World Rally Championship-level 

speed test.
 Restarting early on the morning of Saturday 14 
July, seven stages await competitors (with three of these 
duplicated from Day One) with legions of loyal rally fans 
descending on the gravel and asphalt stages for a glimpse of 
their favourite teams.
 Team Total is South Africa’s largest privateer squad, 
boasting four Toyota rally cars in two categories. Jean-Pierre 
Damseaux/Grant Martin (car #10) and Mohammed Moosa/
Andre Vermeulen (car #13) compete in the premier Class 
S2000 in Toyota’s Auris S2000 rally weapons and battle it out 
against their factory-backed rivals for the prestigious Drivers’ 
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Championship. Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (car #62) and 
daughter-and-father pairing Stefanie Botha/Willem Hugo (car 
#74) proudly fl y the Team Total livery in Class S1600 with 
Toyota RunX machines.
 Last month’s Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally netted 
two podium positions for Team Total, with Damseaux 
claiming a storming third position overall and Trott racing 
to second place in Class S1600 and the Two Wheel Drive 
Championship. This event was held around Bapsfontein, 
the RallyStar Motorsport Academy and Zwartkops Raceway 
outside of Pretoria for this two-day rally.
 Claiming the best overall result for Team Total thus 
far in 2012, Damseaux’s battle for third place in the last 
event saw the talented Somerset West-based driver lead 
the charge for Toyota crews against their Ford, Volkswagen 
and Peugeot rivals. A fi ght for the lead right until the very 
last corner of the fi nal stage of the event saw an enthralling 
battle for the top honours with the top three crews 
eventually separated by only 11.8 seconds.
 Trott and co-driver Coetzee followed in the footsteps 

of Damseaux’s performance to add more silverware to this 
former national championship-winning crew’s trophy cabinet 
with their second place fi nish in Class S1600 and the Two 
Wheel Drive Championship’s standings. Trott enjoyed a 
faultless drive on the high-speed gravel stages to once more 
prove his consistent yet attacking approach to rallying is 
highly successful.
 Lady Luck abandoned Moosa/Vermeulen in Class 
S2000 on this event, with the crew retiring after stage 
one due to suffering severe rear suspension damage as 
a result of punctures that saw nearly half the fi eld of 
competitors stopping in this opening stage with damage or 
punctures. Restarting the event on Day Two under SupeRally 
regulations, Moosa attacked the stages to move up from the 
bottom of the leader board to 17th while posting a string of 
quick stage times.
 Class S1600’s Botha saw a strong start to her event 
evaporate as electronic maladies sidelined her machine in 
stage three. As with Moosa, she restarted Day Two under 
SupeRally rules and also bravely fought up the Class S1600 

timesheets throughout the day’s demanding speed tests, 
but a racing incident involving another competitor saw her 
efforts come to nought as damage to her car forced her into 
retirement just metres from the fi nish line of the fi nal stage 
of the rally.
 For this event, Team Total’s Class S2000 crews of 
Damseaux/Martin and Moosa/Vermeulen will once again be 
focussing their efforts on a top fi ve result and to take the 
fi ght squarely to their factory-backed rivals from Volkswagen 
and Toyota. Trott/Coetzee and Botha/Hugo have podium 
places in mind, and will be attacking from the very fi rst stage 
to keep their win-hungry rivals behind them. This rally is 
one not to be missed as rally drivers push their cars to their 
limits of traction and speed!
 For more information on this event and on Team 
Total, please visit http://www.total.co.za, on Facebook at 
http://wwwfacebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica and on Twitter at 
http://www.twitter.com/TotalSAfrica. H&H



The Longmore Forest will echo with rally cars’ engines 
for the Volkswagen Rally this weekend, Round Four 
of the South African Rally Championship. This Port 
Elizabeth-based event has been running for 30 
fantastic years, and the event’s 12 stages will include 
the crowd-pleaser Super Special Stages in Uitenhage 
and Port Elizabeth, on Friday 13 and Saturday 14 July.
 Thanks to Castrol – BP Ultimate, GoPro, M-Sport, 
REACT, Ford Racing and Regent, Ashley aims for victory 
here to return his Class S1600 and Two Wheel Drive 
Championship to the top of the Championship standings after 
this event.
 “Total commitment to the pace notes and to the 
racing line is what makes this event unique and exciting 
for drivers,” says Ashley Haigh-Smith, on his challenge this 
weekend. With recent rain leaving the gravel roads wet and 

slippery in places yet dry and hard in others, these speed 
tests will be a true test of driver skill. With 12 stages and 
181km lying in wait for Ashley and his mighty M-Sport Ford 
Fiesta R2, this 19-year-old Capetonian rally and sports ace is 
looking to top the timesheets of this demanding event.
 The Ford Fiesta R2 is well suited to these trying 
conditions, and Ashley’s efforts behind-the-scenes on 
improving his technique and pace note skills and his training 
for the FIA WRC Academy stand him in good stead against 
his rivals. Sponsored by motor vehicle manufacturing 
giant Volkswagen of South Africa, the company expects its 
sponsored teams to bring home the trophies come Saturday 
evening. Four Volkswagen Polo S1600s and seven Toyota 
Auris and RunX and one Citroën C2 R2 Max crews have 
entered for this weekend, but the former Class A5 National 
Champion will arrive at the fi rst stage on Friday afternoon as 
the bookie’s favourite for success.
 Two of the previous three rounds have seen this 
crew suffer what all competitors fear most: DNF – Did Not 

Finish. In the previous event, the Toyota Gauteng Dealer 
Rally, Ashley collected three punctures, a broken sump guard 
and a bent left front suspension in one stage. At times this 
sport can be cruel…
 Having cast off his bad luck for the season, the 
remaining four rounds of the Championship will see Ashley 
convert his stage-winning pace into rally results and 
Championship points.
 Action gets underway on Friday at noon at the 
Volkswagen Auto Pavilion in Uitenhage and concludes 
on Saturday afternoon at 14h35 at Kings Beach in Port 
Elizabeth.
 To keep up to date with the rally and Ashley, visit 
http://ashleyhaighsmith.com/, follow on Twitter at http://
twitter.com/ash_haigh_smith and “Like” on Facebook for 
photos, video clips and the latest news at https://www.
facebook.com/AshleyHaighSmith.
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SERVICE PARK



Giandomenico Basso has clinched his fi fth career 
victory in the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) 
following a scintillating battle with Andreas Mikkelsen 
on the 40th running of Rally San Marino.

 Mikkelsen appeared to be in the ascendancy when 
he won Saturday’s opening stage only for Basso to hit 
back by going fastest on the next run. His triumph ignited 
a thrilling fi ght that ebbed and fl owed with astonishing 
frequency, and was only settled in Basso’s favour on the very 
last all-gravel stage.
 Such was the intensity of their scrap Basso and 

Mikkelsen were tied on time for fi rst place on two occasions. 
At the fi nish in San Marino’s historic quarter on Saturday 
evening, just 02.8 seconds separated the pair with Basso 
claiming fi ve stage wins to Mikkelsen’s six.
 The result means Basso, competing on a gravel 
rally for the fi rst time in two years, becomes the fi fth 
different winner in the IRC this season, while second place 
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for defending IRC champion Mikkelsen increases his lead 
over Jan Kopecký in the race for the drivers’ crown. Basso’s 
success is also the fi rst for M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta Regional 
Rally Car in the IRC.
 Jarkko Nikara claimed a dominant win in the IRC 
Production Cup at the wheel of his Subaru Impreza R4 STI, 
while Harry Hunt also won with comparative ease in the IRC 
2WD Cup, the former champion’s maiden triumph of 2012.
 “I’m very happy,” said Basso, whose victory was his 
fi rst in the IRC since 2009 and earned him the prestigious 
Colin McRae IRC Flat Out Trophy. “It was a fantastic race and 

battle with Andreas, who is a very good driver. My team has 
done a great job and the car and tyres have been perfect.”
 Basso’s hopes of success appeared to have 
nosedived when he dropped 09.1 seconds behind Mikkelsen 
after Saturday’s fi rst test following a cautious run in slightly 
damp conditions. But with his rival losing time cleaning the 
road of signifi cantly more loose surface gravel on the next 
two stages, Basso was able to draw level heading to service 
in San Marino after Mikkelsen was slowed by powersteering 
failure.
 Mikkelsen began the afternoon loop by edging 

Basso by 0.3 seconds on SS9 only for Basso to draw level 
once again following SS10. The decisive stage came on 
the next run when Mikkelsen’s normally aspirated Skoda 
UK Motorsport Fabia S2000 was unable to match Basso’s 
turbocharged machine on the uphill sections. Basso 
completed the stage leading by 04.9 seconds and although 
Mikkelsen was fastest on the fi nal two tests, it wasn’t enough 
to prevent Basso from winning.
 Umberto Scandola overcame power and handling 
issues to secure the fi nal podium place in his Skoda Italia 
Fabia with Skoda Auto Deutschland’s Sepp Wiegand a strong 



fourth on his Rally San Marino debut and only his third start 
on gravel. The inexperienced 21-year-old impressed from the 
outset by recording his fi rst stage win in the IRC. Although 
he gradually slipped down the order due to tyre selection, 
handling issues and a costly spin on Friday afternoon, it was 
nevertheless an impressive showing by Wiegand who has 
now scored points on all six IRC events he has started this 
season.
 Juho Salo had never driven his Fiesta S2000 prior 
to Thursday’s shakedown. But despite his lack of familiarity 
with the car and a puncture on Friday afternoon, the seven-

time Finnish champion marked his return to the IRC for the 
fi rst time since the China Rally in 2008 by running in the top 
fi ve only for a water leak to trigger his retirement heading to 
SS10 after he’d spun on the previous test.
 After a fuel pressure glitch left Germain Bonnefi s 
stranded for more than seven minutes on Friday’s opening 
run, the 25-year-old Peugeot Sport protégé underlined 
his potential with a succession of rapid stage times in his 
Peugeot Sport 207, including a standout fastest time on SS8. 
However, any hopes of a points fi nish on his IRC debut were 
dashed when a damper failed on the penultimate stage.

 There was late heartbreak for Hungarian privateer 
János Puskádi who, after crossing the fl ying fi nish of the fi nal 
stage with the fi fth best time, promptly slid off the road into 
a ditch where he was forced to retire. Swiss Laurent Reuche 
was in sixth place when he tore a wheel off his Peugeot.
 Patrik Flodin, from Sweden, was unable to start 
Friday’s second stage after water pump failure caused the 
engine in his Petter Solberg Engineering M-Sport Ford Fiesta 
S2000 to overheat. Oleksiy Tamrazov went no further than 
SS1 after breaking the front-left wheel of his Dream Team 
Ukraine Fiesta striking a concrete block.



 Jarkko Nikara upheld Subaru honour with his 
maiden IRC Production Cup victory by a margin of more 
than four minutes over the Hungarian Gergély Szabó. 
Nikara, in a Yokohama-shod Tommi Mäkinen Racing R4 STI, 
led from the outset and apart from a stall at a hairpin on 
Saturday morning, little troubled the Finn on his way to a 
strong fi fth overall. Marco Tempestini took third but only 
after overcoming a fraught fi nal day, when he was delayed 
by a puncture, a broken brake calliper and a brief car fi re. 
However, Tempestini will be able to take heart from his 
battling performance ahead of his home round of the IRC in 
Romania later this month. Defending champion Toshi Arai 
from Japan was in second place when a ball joint failed on 
his Impreza heading to stage four.
 Not even an enforced gearbox change following an 
oil leak on Friday’s fi nal stage could knock Harry Hunt off 
his stride as the Briton scored an impressive category win to 
move clear in the title race. Hunt, the 2010 class champion, 

drove without error and preserved his car and tyres perfectly 
over the gravel stages, which became increasingly rough as 
the event drew to a close. Paolo Diana took second ahead of 
fellow Italian Renault Clio R3 driver Oscar Vettore. Catwees 
Honda Racing’s young Estonian Martin Kangur started the 
event in the joint lead of the standings with Hunt only for his 
Civic Type R’s powersteering to falter. There was late drama 
for Robert Consani who retired his Clio on the very last stage 
having looked set for a podium fi nish.

IRC Rally San Marino Overall Final Classifi cation:
01) G. Basso/M. Dotta 
       M-Sport Ford Fiesta RRC - 02h 35m 56.6s
02) A. Mikkelsen/O. Fløene 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 02.8s
03) U. Scandola/G. D’Amore
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 01m 41.6s
04) S. Wiegand/T. Gottschalk
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 02m 06.2s
05) J. Nikara/J. Kalliolepo 
       Subaru Impreza R4 STI + 06m 12.2s
06) G. Szabó/B. Karoly 
       Ralliart Lancer Evolution X + 10m 15.6s
07) M. Tempestini/D. Pulpea 
       Subaru Impreza R4 STI + 13m 22.6s
08) G. Noberasco/D. Michi 
       Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 13m 47.9s
09) M. Bujdos/A. Benkő 
       Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 14m 03.0s
10) P. Diana/A. Mini 
       Renault Clio R3 + 15m 56.7s

IRC Production Cup: J. Nikara/J. Kalliolepo (Subaru Impreza R4 STI)
IRC 2WD Cup: H. Hunt/R. Durant (Citroën DS3 R3T)

H&H



The Volkswagen Rally, one of the most popular and 
demanding on the eight-event national championship 
calendar, promises yet another close contest when 
the cream of the country’s special stage racers line up 
for the start of the two-day event in Uitenhage in the 
Eastern Cape on Friday 13 July.
 After three rounds the championship is delicately 
poised, with no less than fi ve crews covered by just ten 
points and the sixth crew only a further four points adrift. 
There have been only two winners thus far, but seven 

different stage winners, and most of the top contenders have 
performed consistently well so far with the notable exception 
of two former champions and a potential new champion.
 Leading the offi cial entry of 18 four-wheel drive 
S2000 cars, 14 two-wheel drive Super 1600s and nine 
S20 regional competitors, are championship leaders Mark 
Cronje/Robin Houghton in an S2000 Sasol Racing Rally Team 
Ford Fiesta. With wins in the fi rst two rounds and 16 stage 
victories out of 38 to their credit to date, they have 60 points 
and lead Castrol Team Toyota’s Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn 
Swan (Toyota Auris) by just three points. They’re also 
looking for a second successive victory in the Eastern Cape 
event.

 Gemmell, like Cronje, is looking for his fi rst overall 
championship after being runner up on three occasions and 
fi nishing third last year. He is also seeking a rally victory 
that has eluded him since he won the Volkswagen Rally in a 
Toyota in 2010. He has fi nished second fi ve times since then. 
Between them, Cronje and Gemmell have dominated the 
stages this season, taking 25 between them.  
 Only four points behind Gemmell/Swan are Jon 
Williams/Cobus Vrey, winners of the Toyota Gauteng Dealer 
Rally fi ve weeks ago in the second Sasol Ford. Breathing 
down their necks are former champions Jan Habig/Robert 
Paisley in a Basil Read Ford Fiesta, who are just two 
points behind. Fifth with 50 points are the Dutch/Belgian 
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combination of Hans Weijs Jnr and Bjorn Degandt, who 
are impressing in their fi rst season in South Africa in a BP 
Volkswagen Polo. Just four points behind the VW pair are 
Jean-Pierre Damseaux/Grant Martin in a Team Total Toyota 
Auris.
 Making up the top ten in the championship and all 
set to come under starter’s orders on Friday for the fi rst of 
the rally’s 12 stages are Charl Wilken/Greg Godrich (Basil 
Read Ford Fiesta), Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin (BP VW Polo), 
Hein Lategan/Johan van der Merwe (SAC Peugeot 207) and 
Mohammed Moosa/Andre Vermeulen (Team Total Toyota 
Auris).
 Also serious contenders for an overall win in the 
Eastern Cape are the BP VW Polo team’s former champions 
Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries, winners of the 2009 VW Rally, 
Enzo Kuun/Guy Hodgson and the Castrol Toyota team’s 
Leeroy Poulter/Elvéne Coetzee. Between them the VW crews 
have recorded an uncharacteristic three DNFs as their new-
for-2012 Polos have experienced teething problems and 
fi nd themselves in 12th and 15th places respectively in the 
championship.
 Poulter/Coetzee won two events last year in their 

fi rst season together in the top S2000 class, but have only 
managed to fi nish round two so far this year and are a lowly 
20th in the championship.
 Making their fi rst appearance in this year’s 
championship after fi nishing 13th and 12th respectively in 
their debut together last year are Giniel de Villiers and Ralph 
Pitchford in a brand new Imperial Toyota Auris built and 
entered by Toyota Motorsport.
 Zulu/Peskin have impressed in their fi rst year in the 
premier Class in an old-specifi cation VW Polo in which they 
are leading the newly created S2000 Challenge. Their main 
competition in the Challenge will be second-placed Wilro 
Dippenaar/Morne du Toit (PZN Panelbeaters Toyota RunX), 
third-placed Henk Lategan/Barry White (Q8 Oils VW Polo) 
and Werner Koekemoer/Etienne Lourens (Glasurit Toyota 
RunX).
 Characteristic consistency sees former champion 
Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (Team Total Toyota RunX) leading 
the Two Wheel Drive Championship for S1600 cars. Despite 
a non-fi nish in Round Two, a win in the opening round and 
second place in the recent Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally has 
them on 46 points, four ahead of Nic van der Westhuizen/

Henry Dearlove (SA Earthworks Ford Fiesta R2), Class 
winners in Round Three. Matthew Vacy-Lyle/Schalk van 
Niekerk (Fragram Tools Toyota RunX) are third with 38 
points.
 Two DNFs in the fi rst three rounds have hurt the 
championship chances of pre-season top contender 19-year-
old Ashley Haigh-Smith and his non-scoring Welsh co-driver 
Craig Parry (Castrol Ford Fiesta R2). Haigh-Smith and 
co-driver on the VW Rally, Patrick Vermaak, will be keen to 
redress this. Also potential class winners are Tjaart Conradie/
Kes Naidoo (Galvadip Toyota Auris), who scored their fi rst 
points of the season in the last round, and Guy Botterill/
Simon Vacy-Lyle (Yato Tools Toyota RunX), who have yet to 
fi nish a round.
 Competitors in the 30th Volkswagen Rally will 
contest 12 stages – fi ve on Friday and seven on Saturday 
-over some 200 kilometres in the Gamtoos Valley, the 
Longmore Forest, Uitenhage and at Port Elizabeth’s oval 
track in Greenbushes. They will also contest the very popular 
Kings Beach spectator stage, the traditional grand fi nale on 
Saturday afternoon. H&H



The fi fth round of the Rally America National 
Championship is scheduled to land at the New England 
Forest Rally (NEFR) this weekend in Newry, Maine. 
NEFR is the second to the last in the national circuit 
and is a favorite event among many rally drivers 
for it’s technical, fl owing gravel roads set among a 
picturesque mountain landscape.
 Valuable national points are becoming scarce as the 
national season winds down to the end in September. Many 
teams will need to battle even harder at NEFR to avoid losing 
their Championship dreams.
 Subaru Rally Team USA’s David Higgins and Craig 
Drew, both from the U.K., currently lead the Rally America 
National Championship with a comfortable 37 point lead over 
the Canadian-based Rockstar Energy Drink Team of Antoine 
L’Estage and Nathalie Richard.
 L’Estage/Richard still have a mathematical shot 
at the Championship and need a win at this event, which 
they’ve won the previous two years.

 L’Estage has even more to worry about with 
fellow Canadian, Leonid Urlichich, with U.K. co-driver Carl 
Williamson, in third place overall and just one point behind 
L’Estage. Urlichich normally competes in the Canadian Rally 
Championship, but is having a successful debut American 
season despite never having driven at these events.
 In the Super Production (SP) Class Lauchlin 
O’Sullivan and co-driver Scott Putnam lead last year’s SP 
Champs Travis Hanson with his father and co-driver Terry 
Hanson by 11 points.
 Both teams have experienced mechanical diffi culties 
all season. O’Sullivan has battled electrical gremlins despite 
winning two class events this year. Hanson has had cooling 
problems, but still made the podium in each event he 
entered.
 In the 2WD Class the concluding battle will take 
place at NEFR between Summit Rally Team’s high powered 
Nissan Silvias and America’s 2WD specialist Chris Duplessis 
in his Ford Fiesta R2. The battle takes place on Duplessis’ 
home turf where he was born and raised in Mason Township, 
Maine. The Summit Rally Team will head back to their homes 
in Australia after NEFR.

 Summit’s top driver, Will Orders and co-driver Toni 
Feaver won the Oregon Trail Rally and Duplessis won the 
next round at the STPR Rally in Pennsylvania. Now the pair 
will decide who will get the best two out of three in their 
meetings.
 Waiting in the wings ready to strike is the SPARCO 
xD Rally Team with a highly experienced driver, Andrew 
Comrie-Picard (ACP) and co-driver Jeremy Wimpey. ACP is 
only 14 points behind Duplessis and could potentially take 
over the standings with a NEFR win.
 The New England Forest Rally is based at the 
Sunday River Resort during the skiing off-season and will 
feature a super special stage on both Friday and Saturday. 
On Friday fans won’t have to travel far as Sunday River 
will be the site for the Parc Expose, service area and stage 
action.
 Fans who cannot attend in person can catch some 
live event streaming and video recaps, as well as regularly 
updated stage times and results, at 
http://www.Rally-America.com.
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auto24 Rally Estonia to held on 20 - 21 july in Otepää, 
Estonia is the biggest motorsport event in Baltics this 
year. A total 182 crews from 21 countries have joined 
the entry list of this event which is also a round of FIA 
Historic European Sporting Rally Championship.
 Of the numerous teams contesting this event, which 
also offers solid preparation for those competing in the 
upcoming WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland, a total of four drivers 
from the top ten in the WRC have entered! Mads Ostberg, 
Martin Prokop and Thierry Neuville will pilot their WRC 
machines, while Jari-Matti Latvala goes back to the roots 
when drives a Ford Escort to compete in the FIA Historic 
European Sporting Rally Championship section of the event.
 Two more WRC cars are entered too: local driver 
Georg Gross comes to the auto24 Rally Estonia with hia Ford 

Focus WRC08 and Oleksii Tamrazov from the Ukraine with his 
Ford Fiesta RS WRC. 
 The competition in Group N will be strong. As 
the auto24 Rally Estonia is also a round of Latvian Rally 
Championship, two-times Latvian Champion Andis Neiksans 
will be starting in Rally Estonia. But of course, for the local 
drivers Siim Plangi, Rainer Aus, Kaspar Koitla, Raul Jeets, 
Egon Kaur and Sander Pärn, the main goal will be to keep 
the victory in Group N in Estonia. For Sander Pärn who will 
start in the WRC’s Neste Oil Rally Finland this event will 
provide the best preparation for his WRC challenge. Also 
strong candidates for top places in Group N are Russian 
Aleksei Lukjanuk and Wojciech Chuchala from Poland.
 Yazeed Al-Raijhi from Saudi Arabia currently holds 
fi fth place overall in the SWRC (S2000 World Rally Cup) and 
comes to Estonia with his Ford Fiesta S2000. Karl Kruuda, 
who was sixth overall last year in the SWRC, will make his 
debut in this Estonian event this year. Driving a Ford Fiesta 

S2000, Kruuda will also be preparing for the WRC Neste Oil 
Rally Finland where he will drive the same car. 
 As always, there will be good competition in the 
2WD classes and in National group a large number of 
teams will pilot BMW machines. WRC and IRC driver Toni 
Gardemeister will be one of the BMW competitors...
 As mentioned before, the auto24 Rally Estonia 
is also a round of FIA Historic European Sporting Rally 
Championship and a total of 39 crews are competing in 
Otepää. This is a good opportunity to see the history of 
rallying in action as many classic cars are to be present in 
Otepää: the Lancia 037, Austin Healey Sprite, Ford Escort, 
Porsche 911, Renault 5 Alpine are some examples. Two 
Europan Champions from last year are also competing - 
Miroslav Janota (Opel Cadett C GT/E) and Enrico Brazzoli 
(Porsche 911 RS).
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Juho Hänninen & Mikko Markkula comfortably won the 
Turkey Rally to reinforce their lead in the European 
Championship and celebrated their third European 
Championship victory this year.
 The fi rst gravel event of the European Championship 
this year has closed the fi rst half of the series. Commenting 
on another excellent result he has achieved this year, Juho 
Hänninen says: “We are very happy to have won here; 
Mikko and I have made use of our experience on gravel, 
although the track was an unknown to us and was very 
slippery, too, posing a risk of puncturing a tyre all the time. 
The air temperature was high, the route is a mix of fast and 
technical stretches and many jumps, but we have coped with 
it all right. I’d like to thank all the team members.”
 Taking place near Istanbul in the Asian part of 

Turkey, the Bosphorus Rally took place over three days. 
Losing 1:28.9, Turkey’s Yagiz Avci in a Ford Fiesta Super 
2000 made use of his perfect knowledge of the track to 
fi nish second, the reigning European Champion Luca Rossetti 
in a private Fabia Super 2000 came third. The European 
Championship continues in Madeira over 26 - 28 July.
 Taking place in the surroundings of Mladá Boleslav 
over the upcoming weekend, the Bohemia Rally (16 stages 
over 197km) will see the Skoda Motorsport team at full 
strength - the list of participants includes the leaders of 
both the Czech and the European Championships, i.e. Jan 
Kopecký/Pavel Dresler and Juho Hänninen/Mikko Markkula, 
respectively. Both factory crews are looking forward to a 
fi erce battle near Mladá Boleslav, the town of Skoda cars, 
and Kopecký/Dresler may celebrate the Czech Championship 
title after the sixth event of this year’s series.
 “Mladá Boleslav is the heart of the Skoda world, 
as well as of the Skoda Motorsport team,” says Head of the 

Skoda Motorsport team Michal Hrabánek, and goes on to 
say: “Mladá Boleslav is the cradle of Skoda and also the 
place that saw the brand’s fi rst motorsport efforts 111 years 
ago. That is why appearing at the Bohemia Rally is very 
special for our team. The track will be surrounded by many 
fans, as well as many colleagues of ours who support our 
motorsport activities. We’d like to show them a top-class 
performance to thank them for what they do for us, and 
celebrating Jan/Pavel’s championship title would certainly be 
an icing on the cake.”
 Kopecký/Dresler are the hottest favourites for 
winning the Czech Rally Championship, because they 
have won all of the fi rst fi ve events of this year’s series.  
Considering their great results so far, Kopecký is confi dent 
before the sixth event: “Obviously, our ambition is to put in 
the best possible performance in Skoda’s home territory. The 
idea of celebrating the championship title in Mladá Boleslav is 
an absolute dream for us.”
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Handbrakes & Hairpins’ photojournalist Eva Kovkova photographed Handbrakes & Hairpins’ photojournalist Eva Kovkova photographed 
the Trophy Raid Ladoga Rally near St. Petersburg, Russia last month. the Trophy Raid Ladoga Rally near St. Petersburg, Russia last month. 
This event is good preparation of the current Silk Way Rally, and This event is good preparation of the current Silk Way Rally, and 
we will bring you all the happenings from the Ladoga event in next we will bring you all the happenings from the Ladoga event in next 
week’s issue.week’s issue.
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