
The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!
Issue 241 • 20 July • Issue 241 • 20 July • http://wp.me/pkXchttp://wp.me/pkXc

HandbrakesHandbrakes
HairpinsHairpins&&

http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com


Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail: info@ats-motorsport.co.za 
 Website: www.ats-motorsport.co.za 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Models 

F700K 9 – 36kg @ R2275.00 

F500K 0 – 18kg @ R2160.00 

F100K 15 – 36kg using the standard seat belt @ R450.00 
 

        

           

          F100K 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za
http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za
http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za
http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za


To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to 
share this with a friend please send your 
e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM 
e-mail: email addresses are added to the mailing 
list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Ostberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally?  Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally?  White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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Muddy and wet rallies are not foreign to this sport. But, the Muddy and wet rallies are not foreign to this sport. But, the 
Volkswagen Rally, Round Four of the South African Rally Volkswagen Rally, Round Four of the South African Rally 
Championship, was the wettest in this country for decades. It Championship, was the wettest in this country for decades. It 
made for spectacular rallying, but the usual thousands of fans made for spectacular rallying, but the usual thousands of fans 
lining the stages were kept indoors with the lashing rain and icy lining the stages were kept indoors with the lashing rain and icy 
winds. They missed sideways action galore!winds. They missed sideways action galore!
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Waterlogged gravel roads, cold and misty mountains 
and cheering spectators: this was the Volkswagen 
Rally. After four rounds of the 2012 South African Rally 
Championship, the traditional forest gravel stages 
in and around Port Elizabeth produced a close fi nish 
despite the inclement weather conditions.
 The third different rally winner this year was 
crowned and the consistently quick pairing of Johnny 
Gemmell and Carolyn Swan (Toyota Auris S2000) recorded 
a popular victory at this rally and now move into the lead of 
the Drivers’ and Co-Drivers’ Championship title races.
 The event’s 12 stages were reduced to nine due to 
heavy rainfall fl ooding the stages. This made the fi ght for 
stage wins all the more vital for the rally’s leaders, and Jan 

Habig/Robert Paisley (Ford Fiesta S2000) and Gemmell’s 
team-mates Leeroy Poulter/Elvene Coetzee never allowed 
Gemmell a moment’s rest in the cockpit of his rally machine. 
Poulter became stuck in Saturday morning’s loop of stages in 
Longmore Forest after going off the road and was ruled out 
of the event, and this promoted Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton 
(Ford Fiesta S2000) to claim the fi nal podium position. The 
fi ght for the overall honours was, however, not settled until 
the fi nal stage was complete, where Gemmell fi nished the 
rally 12.5 seconds ahead of Habig to seal his fi rst victory 
of the 2012 season. This event saw 34 of the original 42 
starters reach the fi nal Parc Ferme.
 Team Total is South Africa’s largest privateer squad, 
boasting four Toyota rally cars in two categories. Jean-Pierre 
Damseaux/Grant Martin (car #10) and Mohammed Moosa/
Andre Vermeulen (car #13) compete in the premier Class 
S2000 in Toyota’s Auris S2000 rally weapons and battle it out 

against their factory-backed rivals for the prestigious Drivers’ 
Championship. Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (car #62) and 
daughter-and-father pairing Stefanie Botha/Willem Hugo (car 
#74) proudly fl y the Team Total livery in Class S1600 with 
Toyota RunX machines.
 Damseaux attacked Stage One to set the 
third fastest stage time, and settled into a cautious yet 
competitive rhythm on the afternoon’s remaining speed 
tests. At the end of Day One, the Somerset West-based rally 
ace found himself in eighth position overall and two minutes 
behind the overnight leaders. Uncomfortable with the 
conditions, Damseaux persevered through the treacherous 
conditions to record a strong 11th position overall.
 “It was not an easy event,” said Damseaux. “We 
found it diffi cult to get a rhythm going on Day One, and the 
heavy overnight rain persisted on Day Two’s stages. We were 
all in the same situation, so we all had to contend with these 
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conditions and roads.”
 Team-mates Moosa/Vermeulen were immediately 
on the defensive after suffering ill luck. The Tzaneen 
businessman lost precious time in Stage Two when a small 
rock wedged itself between left rear wheels’ brake and rim 
to jam the wheel and damage the driveshaft. The crew was 
forced to stop between stages to affect repairs and change 
wheels in order for their Team Total Toyota Auris S2000 to 
continue in the event. As the stages were ticked off, Moosa 
settled into a competitive rhythm to set progressively quicker 
stage times. 
 On Day Two’s stages, Moosa’s stage times moved 
closer and closer to the top ten runners’ pace as he 
attempted to recover the lost time from Day One.
 “We pushed hard today and maintained a steady 
pace in these trying conditions,” commented Moosa. “We 
battled with a demisting problem on our windscreen, but we 
worked around it and managed to push on despite this in the 
slippery stages. This rally is one we will look back on as a 
test of character.”
 Also contesting for handfuls of seconds for the Class 
S1600 and Two Wheel Drive Championship category honours 

at the Volkswagen Rally was Team Total’s pairing of Craig 
Trott and Robbie Coetzee.
 Reeling in the two leaders early on Day Two after 
fi nishing Day One in third place, Trott pushed his two rivals 
in each stage on Day Two. His constant pressure on the 
leader saw Trott slot into second place when this leader went 
off the road in Stage Nine in the Longmore Forest, and he 
consolidated his second place in the afternoon’s speed tests.
 “Second in Class here is a great result for Team 
Total, and we have scored well for our Championship 
ambitions,” explained Trott. “We now have a cushion over 
our rivals going into the second half of the season, and the 
Championship is the most important matter for us. We kept 
our rivals in sight throughout the stages and we kept the 
pressure on them.”
 Daughter and father pairing of Stefanie Botha and 
Willem Hugo relished the chance to shine in the gloomy 
weather conditions, and their Team Total Toyota RunX S1600 
proved a worthy adversary against its much newer and 
more powerful rivals in Class S1600. However, a mysterious 
misfi re developed on Stage Two of the event and the pair’s 
overall speed was compromised for the rest of Day One. 

Their service crew worked to resolve the issue, but it soon 
reappeared on Day Two’s opening special stage to haunt 
Botha in her efforts to prove her speed to her rivals. Botha’s 
“never-say-die” attitude rewarded her with a much-deserved 
fi nish in this demanding event.
 Botha said: “It was not the best of starts, with 
our fi rst day nearly a write-off. We thought we fi xed the 
problems with the misfi re at the end of Day One, but it was 
back and even worse on Day Two. We never managed to 
enjoy a trouble-free stage at this event, but our aim for the 
Volkswagen Rally was to reach the fi nish and this we did 
well. It is a relief for us after a tough rally.”
 Team Total would like to thank the marshals, 
offi cials and volunteers that endured the rain, cold and 
muddy conditions to make their event run effi ciently.
 Team Total will next contest the Rally South Africa 
on 16 – 18 August, a new event added to the calendar for 
2012 based in and around Durban, KwaZulu-Natal.
 For more information on this event and on Team 
Total, please visit http://www.total.co.za, on Facebook at 
http://wwwfacebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica and on Twitter at 
http://www.twitter.com/TotalSAfrica. H&H



On that faithful morning as ‘time’ ticked by to start 
the opening Saturday stage, Rally Targa Florio Sicily, 
no one could fore-tell what would transpire 8km’s up 
the road. Immediately after the accident and in the 
following days, ‘time’ appeared to stand still as Craig, 
the Roberts family and the Breen family struggled to 
come to terms with the tragedy. Eleven days later June 
27 we were given the ‘time’ to grieve Gareth’s passing, 
mourn his death and celebrate his life at his funeral in 
Llanpumsaint, Carmarthen, Wales.

 ‘Time’ never stops and after returning home Craig 
was left with a decision to make. What next? Now after 
taking ‘time’ to refl ect, Craig has decided to continue on the 
path that saw him rise up the rallying ranks to win the WRC 
Academy Championship last year and mount a strong early 
season challenge in this year’s SWRC.
 Craig will return to rallying next month on WRC 
Finland, round fi ve of the SWRC. Partnering Craig in the co-
driving seat will be Irishman Paul Nagle.
 Speaking about his rallying return, Craig said: “This 
has been the hardest decision of my life. I will never fully 
come to terms with Gareth’s death. It’s only with the support 
of my own family and Gareth’s family that I’m now ready 

to take the next step. I will never forget Gareth, we were 
fi rstly a driver/co driver partnership but most of all we were 
best friends. To honour Gareth I will be adding a new section 
to my website to remember him. In this section there will 
be the book of condolence that already carries over 2000 
messages, The Eulogy from Gareth’s funeral by Howard 
Davies, full details of how you can donate to the Gareth 
Roberts fund and three years of photographic and video 
memories. Getting back behind the wheel again without 
the little man will be emotionally very hard, but I know that 
Gareth would want me to continue. From our fi rst event 
together we were winners and now I want to continue on 
that road with the same ambition.”
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SERVICE PARK



With the dust still settling following the dramatic 
battle for Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) glory 
in San Marino last week, the all-action series heads to 
Romania for the fi rst time and the mainly gravel-based 
Sibiu Rally from 19 - 21 July.
 A former IRC Supporter Event, the Sibiu Rally ran 
for the fi rst time in its current format in 2001. It has since 
become established as one of Romania’s most important 
motorsport events, which is refl ected by the bulging 60-car 
entry and the prospect of thousands of fans lining the route 
around the Transylvanian city, a former European Capital of 
Culture located 280km north-west of Bucharest.
 The Sibiu Rally kicks-off the IRC’s exciting four-
event tour of Eastern Europe with Czech Republic, Ukraine 

and Bulgaria all hosting rounds in the coming months, which 
will all be shown extensively on Eurosport.
 As well as counting as a round of the IRC, the Sibiu 
Rally is round fi ve of the Romanian national championship, 
which will ensure a strong turnout of local aces looking to 
capitalise on their knowledge of the challenging route run in 
spectacular countryside and consisting of 12 stages with two 
taking place on the opening night.
 Crews will cover 100km of stage action each day 
with Friday’s itinerary getting underway at 14h31 local time 
with the fi rst of seven stages. Saturday’s schedule starts at 
11h12 local time and consists of fi ve stages, including the 
second run of the superspecial at Sibiu’s rallycross circuit.
 The permanent service park will be housed in Sibiu’s 
historic central square where the start and fi nish ceremonies 
will also take place.
 While it’s classifi ed as a gravel event, the Sibiu Rally 

does incorporate some Tarmac sections with the famous 
Santa Max stage featuring a combination of the two surfaces 
and the 10km Paltiniș stage run entirely on asphalt.
 Sibiu’s gravel roads aren’t the roughest currently 
in use in international rallying although punctures are a 
constant threat. With ambient temperatures expected to 
exceed 30 degrees centigrade, crews will be subjected to a 
tough test, especially on Gâtu Berbecului, the longest stage 
of the rally at 28.50km.
 Organisers have worked tirelessly on the route and 
stage preparation, which has been underway for several 
weeks as they get ready for what has been described as their 
most important event yet.
 Having narrowly lost out on winning the previous 
round in San Marino, Andreas Mikkelsen will be hoping 
for a maximum score on his preferred surface of gravel 
in his bid to make it two Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
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titles in succession. Mikkelsen, who will drive a Skoda UK 
Motorsport Fabia S2000, is one of several frontrunners with 
no knowledge of the Sibiu stages.
 Skoda Auto Deutschland’s Sepp Wiegand arrives in 
Sibiu on a high following his maiden stage victory in the IRC 
last time out on what was only the third gravel event of his 
career. Armed with slightly more experience and knowledge, 
Wiegand is set to challenge for a podium fi nish.
 Rallying legend François Delecour, who turns 50 in 
August, starts his fi rst IRC qualifi er since Giru di Corsica-Tour 
de Corse in May only this time he’s switched from a Renault 
Mégane RS to a Peugeot 207 Super 2000. Delecour has 
already vowed to fi ght for victory after winning class nine in 
13th overall in Sibiu last year and his progression to a Super 
2000 machine will provide the extra power he craves.
 Marco Tempestini, a Romanian domiciled Italian, is 
also switching to S2000 technology. Last season’s victor has 
campaigned a Subaru Impreza R4 STI for much of this year’s 
IRC but has opted for a Skoda Fabia for his home event. He 
has some knowledge of the Fabia from testing but the Sibiu 
Rally will mark his fi rst competitive outing in the Czech car.
 Patrik Flodin is set to challenge in his Petter Solberg 
Engineering M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 having only managed 

one stage in San Marino before water pump failure led to 
engine damage and retirement. The Swede is acknowledged 
as a gravel expert. Capable Finn Kristian Sohlberg will also 
drive a Fiesta on his long awaited IRC debut.
 Frenchman Mathieu Arzeno partners Michael Burri 
in the two-strong Saintéloc Racing line-up of Peugeot 207 
S2000s and will be a contender based on his performances 
earlier in the season, although his experience in the car on 
gravel is limited. Local driver Dan Girtofan completes the 
S2000 runners in Romania in a Fabia.
 With two wins from two starts so far this season, 
Andreas Aigner is the favourite to make it three in a row 
aboard his Stohl Racing Subaru Impreza R4 STI. The 
Austrian has a new co-driver for the rally with Ilka Minor 
deputising for Aigner’s regular navigator Daniela Ertl, 
who has work commitments. Romanian drivers Valentin 
Porcistean and Bogdan Marisca will threaten in their Ralliart 
Lancers, while Hungarian duo Csaba Spitzmuller – the 
current Romanian championship leader – and Gergély Szabó 
should also shine. The Sibiu Rally signals the return of Marco 
Cavigioli to the IRC. The Italian, the inaugural IRC 2WD Cup 
champion back in 2008, was a Production Cup frontrunner 
in 2011 and makes his fi rst start of the season in a Ralliart 

Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX. Dream Team Ukraine’s 
Vitaliy Puskhar is another driver targeting honours. Marco 
Tempestini’s 17-year-old son Simone will also be in action in 
a Subaru.
 Vlad Cosma and Alex Filip will provide strong 
opposition to title leader Harry Hunt, who won his class in 
San Marino where IRC 2WD Cup talents Robert Consani 
(Renault Clio R3) and Martin Kangur (Honda Civic Type R) 
both hit trouble. Austrian Michael Kögler makes his second 
start of the year in a Clio R3, while Italian veteran Davide 
Catania will bid to score more points having returned to IRC 
action in San Marino earlier this month.

EVENT ESSENTIALS
Starts: Piața Mică, Sibiu, 21:00hrs, Thursday 19 July
Finishes: Piața Mică, Sibiu, 19:00hrs, Saturday 21 July
Entries received: 60
Stages: 12
Stage distance: 200.20km
Liaison: 357.70km 
Total: 557.90km
Surface: Gravel with some asphalt sections H&H



The Rockstar Energy Drink Rally Team of Antoine 
L’Estage and co-driver Nathalie Richard won their third 
consecutive New England Forest Rally (NEFR). The 
team won the fi rst six stages and took a commanding 
lead. As their rivals dealt with thickening dust that 
obstructed their views L’Estage contended with poor 
grip being the fi rst on the road, sweeping away the 
gravel before the others had a chance to race the 
stage.
 “It went really well,” said L’Estage, “Friday is where 
we made our time and then tried to keep our nose clean and 
not make any mistakes. For us it’s a great win and another 
great season.”
 L’Estage and Richard are on a string of success 

having recently won the last two Rally America national 
events and all the Canadian Rally Championship events this 
year.
 Says co-driver Nathalie Richard: “Since May we’ve 
had a fantastic season. Too bad we had problems at the 
beginning of the Rally America season. Congrats to Higgins 
and Drew. Looking forward to 2013!”
 The Rockstar Energy Drink Rally Team commanded 
the rally from their dominant position to win 21 seconds in 
front of the Subaru Rally Team USA of David Higgins and 
Craig Drew.
 But the Subaru team has much to celebrate after 
locking up the 2012 Rally America National Championship at 
the New England Forest Rally (NEFR) with one more national 
event left on the calendar. The pair just needed a sixth 
place or better fi nish to take national honors. This is Higgins 
and Drew’s second consecutive Rally America National 

Championship.
 “The fi rst day of New England was pretty horrible,” 
said Higgins. “Dust breaks your rhythm all the time. You 
go fl at out in sixth gear then you hit a cloud of dust. The 
organizers did a great job rescheduling the rally the next 
day. It’s a great team effort and a big relief to put this 
Championship in the bag.”
 Another fi rst was made when Canadian Rally 
Championship (CRC) regular Ugo Desgreniers/Erik Kirby 
took their fi rst Rally America podium coming in third overall 
in their 2005 Subaru Impreza WRX STI. They achieved the 
result partly due to another CRC contender Leonid Urlichich/
Carl Williamson dumping their Subaru into a swamp on SS7 
when they held third overall, thus giving the position to 
Desgreniers.
 Ramana Lagemann/Chrissie Beavis won the Super 
Production (SP) Class after overcoming numerous problems 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Mat Janiak for Rally America

RA NEW ENGLAND FOREST RALLY:RA NEW ENGLAND FOREST RALLY:  
L’ESTAGE WINS, HIGGINS CHAMPIONL’ESTAGE WINS, HIGGINS CHAMPION



to fi nish 03min 55sec ahead of David Sterckx/Karen 
Jankowski.
 Lagemenn added: “Honestly, it was a battle with 
a short rally course. So many cars had problems but we 
had less. We never pushed 100 percet and had two tyre 
punctures. We are glad to fi nish our season with a win.”
 Current Super Production class points leader 
Lauchlin O’Sullivan and co-driver Scott Putnam took third in 
Class. The team hasn’t locked up the SP Class Championship 
yet, but made a big stride when their closest rival Travis 
Hanson/Terry Hanson crashed out on the fi rst stage of the 
day. The Hansons’ retirement left O’Sullivan a huge opening 
to gain a larger points spread at this event.
 The Two-Wheel Drive (2WD) Class was as exciting 
as promised with Australia’s Summit Rally Team winning 
the Class. Will Orders and co-driver Toni Feaver entered 
just three Rally America events this year and won two. The 
team will leave for Australia after the New England Forest 
Rally, but not after placing an exclamation point beating 
one of America’s best 2WD drivers, Chris Duplessis, by 41.6 
seconds at his home event.
 Duplessis instead has a larger prize in mind: the 

2WD National Championship. Duplessis hoped to win this 
event so he could just start the next round of the Rally 
America National Championship to capture the title (one 
point is given for a start). Now he needs fi ve more points to 
take the 2WD title. 
 Amazingly Andrew Comrie-Picard/Jeremy Wimpey 
tied third place in Class with the Summit Rally Team’s 
other crew, Ross Allan/Scott Allan. However, third place 
Championship points were awarded to Comrie-Picard for 
winning more NEFR stages than Allan, who was awarded 
fourth place points in Class.
 Comrie-Picard’s third place keeps him in the 2WD 
Championship hunt at the Olympus Rally in Olympia, WA on 
22 - 23 September. He’ll need to win his Class in order to 
take the 2WD title.
 Maciej Przybysz/Carrie Wilburn won the Main 
Regional Rally on Friday 13 July in their 2006 Subaru 
Impreza. Martin Egan/Jarrah Lankas took the New Hampshire 
Regional Rally win in their 2002 Subaru Impreza STI. H&H

RA New England Forest Rally’s Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) A. L’Estage/N. Richard
       2011 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X - 01h 10m 11.2s 
02) D. Higgins/C. Drew
       2012 Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 21.0s 
03) U. Desgreniers/E. Kirby
       2005 Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 06m 34.1s 
04) R. Lagemann/C. Beavis
       2011 Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 06m 39.2s 
05) W. Orders/T. Feaver
       1989 Nissan Silvia + 08m 26.1s
06) C. Duplessis/A. Kihurani
       2012 Ford Fiesta R2 + 09m 07.7s 
07) D. Sterckx/K. Jankowski
       2011 Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 10m 34.2s 
08) L. O’Sullivan/S. Putnam
       2003 Mitsubishi Lancer Evo + 11m 07.7s 
09) E. Cline/G. Dorman
       2004 Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 11m 57.6s 
10) A. Comrie-Picard/J. Wimpey
       2011 Scion xD + 12m 08.0s



A mist descended over the hills in the Longmore 
Forest. The rain fell lightly yet persistently on Saturday 
afternoon. Standing on a sweeping bend in the forest, 
the drivers passing below me from the right and the 

mud fl icking over my head, the echo of the cars in the 
stage screaming over the jumps into the hairpin bends 
and over the hill towards me left me with goosebumps 
with each car passing.
 The 30th edition of the Volkswagen Rally, Round 
Four of the South African Rally Championship, may have 
been the wettest event for decades, but no one told the 

drivers... Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan (Castrol Team 
Toyota Auris S2000) claimed their fi rst win of 2012, only 
12.5 seconds ahead of a hard-charging and menacing Jan 
Habig/Robert Paisley (Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000) after a 
stage-for-stage battle.
 This was Gemmell’s fi rst national rally Championship 
victory since he won claimed victory at this same event 
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in 2010, and the win also propelled him to the lead of the 
Drivers’ Championship and Swan to Co-Drivers’ at the 
halfway point of the season. Incredibly, Swan is the fi rst 
female co-driver to win this event.
 In full attack mode, Habig/Paisley claimed four of 
Day Two’s fi ve stage wins to reel in Gemmell/Swan, but 12.5 
seconds was the winning margin Gemmell secured with a 
strong fi nish at the event’s fi nale at Port Elizabeth’s King 
Beach complex.
 Gemmell’s team-mates Leeroy Poulter/Elvene 
Coetzee held third at the end of Day One’s four stages, 

and continued their charge on Day Two’s opening stages. 
Hoewever, this strong run came to an abrupt halt when in 
SS9 Poulter beached his Castrol Team Toyota Auris S2000 
after an off and tried to regain the road. This handed the 
fi nal podium position to Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton (Team 
Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000).
 Winners in the previous event, Jon Williams and 
Cobus Vrey (Team Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000) put on a strong 
and consistent performance to claim fourth position overall, 
and enjoyed a battle for position with former Champions 
Enzo Kuun/Guy Hodgson (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000). 

Kuun’s event got off to a poor start with his new Polo S2000 
running in rear-wheel drive on Day One. It was fantastic to 
see the driver wrestle his rally car into and out of corners, 
like a rear-wheel drive rally car of yesteryear. The driver 
somewhat enjoyed this too, and it was clear from his big 
smile at the end of each stage. Of course, had he had a clear 
run of the stages in perfectly-running Polo S2000 we might 
have seen the podium looking rather different...
 Hein Lategan/Johan van der Merwe (SAC Peugeot 
207 S2000) took sixth position, just ahead of hein’s 18-year-
old son Henk and co-driver Barry White (Q8 Oils Volkswagen 



Polo S2000). The father versus son ding-dong fi ght saw 
father Hein have to pull out all his ace driving skills in the 
wet and slippery tracks to keep his son behind him, and it 
was only just that he managed to do so. It won’t be long 
beofre we see Henk eclipse his father on the results sheets, 
I feel. The Q8 Oils Volkswagen Polo S2000 (in the Class 
S2000 Challenge) proved once more its breadth of capability 
to keep pace with the newer specifi cation Class S2000s. 
This was also highlighted by Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin (BP 
Volkswagen Polo S2000) claiming yet another top ten result 
with a fi ne ninth overall at this event.

 The new-for-2012 Volkswagen Polo S2000s 
have shown their potential on previous rounds of the 
Championship, but on their “home” rally the cars were 
frought with niggling and teething problems. Hergen Fekken/
Pierre Arries (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000) suffered the same 
misfortune as team-mates Kuun/Hodgson with their rally 
machine battling through SS8 and SS9 in two-wheel drive 
and experienced power steering issues on Day One...
 Rounding out the top ten was the Basil Read Ford 
Fiesta S2000 of Charl Wilken/Greg Godrich. Outside the top 
ten for the fi rst time in their fi rst year competing in South 

Africa was the Dutch/Belgian combination of Hans Weijs 
Jnr and Bjorn Degandt (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000). They 
fi nished 12th after losing a lot of time on Day One with 
power steering problems as well. 
 Class S1600 and the Two Wheel Drive Championship 
cateogry was won by 19-year-old Ashley Haigh-Smith and 
co-driver Patrick Vermaak (Castrol - BP Ford Fiesta R2). A 
thrilling weekend long battle for the podium in this Class 
raged between Haigh-Smith, Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee 
(Team Total Toyota RunX S1600) and Morne Janse van 
Rensburg/Rikus Fourie (GC Diesel Volkswagen Polo S1600). 



Janse van Rensburg was comfortably leading the two-wheel 
drive race by over a minute, but an error on a fast left hand 
corner saw the car park in the Longmore Forest’s trees. 
He was able to regain the road after spectators helped to 
extricate the car from a tree stump, but he lost several 
minutes in the process. This moved Haigh-Smith the top of 
the leader board and Trott into second place, and over the 
remaining stages of Day Two the two crews kept a 50 second 
gap to the fi nish. Third were Guy Botterill and Simon Vacy-
Lyle (Yato Tools Toyota RunX S1600), who were a further 8 
seconds in arrears and 22 seconds ahead of fourth-placed 
Tjaart Conradie/Kes Naidoo (Galvadip Toyota Auris S1600).
 With each rally this Class produces more and more 
thrills, and the drivers are learning where to push their cars 
to the limits. Craig Trott has his hands full trying to keep 
the younger drivers Haigh-Smith, Janse van Rensburg and 

Botterill behind him, but he now leads the Class S1600 
Championship by ten points.
 The next round of the South African Rally 
Championship takes place in Durban for the Rally South 
Africa, a WRC Candidate Event running on 16 - 18 August.

SARC Volkswagen Rally Overall Final Classifi cation:
01) J. Gemmell/C. Swan
        Toyota Auris S2000 - 01h 26m 52.6s
02) J. Habig/R. Paisley
        Ford Fiesta S2000 + 12.5s
03) M. Cronje/R. Houghton
        Ford Fiesta S2000 + 01m 32.7s
04) J. Williams/C. Vrey
        Ford Fiesta S2000 + 04m 22.1s
05) E. Kuun/G. Hodgson
        Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 04m 50.7s
06) H. Lategan/J. Van der Merwe
        Peugeot 207 S2000 + 05m 12.0s
07) H. Lategan/B. White
        Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 05m 38.3s
08) H. Fekken/P. Arries
        Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 05m 53.4s
09) G. Zulu/C. Peskin
        Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 06m 27.8s
10) C. Wilken/G. Godrich
        Ford Fiesta S2000 + 06m 45.4s
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Following 19-year-old Ashley Haigh-Smith, the WRC 
Academy rising star in 2012, Handbrakes & Hairpins 
takes a closer look at his latest event in the South 
African Rally Championship. Here Ashley talks us 
through the wet and wild Volkswagen Rally...
 Rallying in a forest on fast gravel roads defi nes what 
rallying is for me. The Volkswagen Rally, the fourth round 
of the South African Rally Championship took place in the 
spectacular Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape, region, with some 
of the very rally roads I have driven. Except this time, those 
roads were reduced to slippery and tricky tracks...
 Thanks to Castrol – BP, GoPro, M-Sport, REACT, 
Ford Racing and Regent, competing in the 30th edition of 
the Volkswagen Rally was possible. Sitting alongside me in 

this muddy and wet rally was Patrick Vermaak, a co-driving 
veteran with a passion for the sport that burns brighter than 
my car’s spotlights.
 The 12 scheduled stages and 181km of competitive 
distance for two days of action in Gamtoos, the Longmore 
Forest, Uitenhage and Port Elizabeth were reduced to nine 
stages as a result of the pouring rain. And, did it pour!
 How did we do in this eventful rally? As with the ups 
and downs of the Longmore Forest valleys, so was our rally 
progress. We kept a steady and attacking rhythm throughout 
the nine stages to claim FIRST in Class S1600 and in the Two 
Wheel Drive Championship category. 
 With motoring journalist and passionate rally man 
Patrick this time out calling the pace notes alongside me in 
the Castrol – BP Ford Fiesta R2, the wet and cold weather 
spectators and my service crew had to contend with made 
for an exciting two days of action in the Eastern Cape.

 Class S1600 and the Two Wheel Drive Championship 
is mighty intense with over 13 crews competing on this rally. 
The stages in the Gamtoos Valley, in Longmore and the super 
special stage in Uitenhage were slippery, and the second 
pass on the stages in Longmore Forest for Day Two really 
tested our wet weather tyres to their limits. Throttle control 
and steering inputs had to be precise as we slid our way 
over the loose rocks and muddy sections on the stages, but 
we had some great moments to remember. The organisers 
and offi cials reported this to be one of the wettest rallies in 
decades in the National series!
 We didn’t experience any punctures on our fi rst 
stage, as was the case on our last rally. Day One’s stages 
were simply fantastic fun to drive on, and all the Class 
S1600 crews put on a brave display of driving skill. With 48.9 
seconds covering the top three at the overnight stop, the 
top of this Class is as tight as Patrick’s grip on his notepad 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Dave Ledbitter/Quickpic

ASHLEY HAIGH-SMITH: ASHLEY HAIGH-SMITH: 
SINGING IN THE RAINSINGING IN THE RAIN



all weekend in the car! We were second overall at this point, 
and 43.8 seconds off Morne Janse van Rensburg/Rikus Fourie 
(Volkswagen Polo S1600) and were 5.2 seconds ahead of 
Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (Toyota RunX S1600). That new 
VW Polo was being driven well by Morne on his home rally, 
and had fun in a great battle as we swapped Class stage 
wins. However, we also had to be careful of Craig in third 
place; he was within striking distance of us, and he will not 
hesitate to attack when he sniffs an opportunity.
 The reigning Class champions Christoff Snyders and 
his sister Celeste (Volkswagen Polo S1600) unfortunately 
retired in Stage One with a busted gearbox. With Christoff in 
the mix, it would have been a massive race. 
 Day Two dawned early and after swimming to 
our cars in Parc Ferme in Uitenhage we were somewhat 
apprehensive of what lay before us in Longmore Forest. 
Organisers chopped off two stages for Day Two, the two 
muddiest ones we expected, but a tough day at offi ce was to 
be experienced by all.
 We took to the fi rst two stages slowly, but it was 
not our caution that slowed it: our Castrol – BP Ford Fiesta 
R2’s windscreen was having problems demisting properly 

thanks to the cold conditions. I had to slow my speed on 
a few occasions to avoid making mistakes or falling off the 
mountains in Longmore Forest…
 We were in the middle of a great race for the Class 
S1600 and Two Wheel Drive Championship category lead 
on Day One, and it continued on Day Two. It was taken to a 
new level as the overnight rain converted the slippery gravel 
stages into a slick and glassy surface. In the third stage of 
the day, SS9, Morne went off the road at a high-speed left 
corner, and became stuck on a tree stump for nearly nine 
minutes. Craig moved into second position, and we snuck 
past them to take the lead of the Class!
 We held a steady advantage over Craig on the 
fi nal two stages of the rally, and took Class honours by 50.1 
seconds. Craig “Mr Consistency” Trott now has a cushion 
over the rest of Class S1600 by ten points, and we will need 
to outpace him to claim the Class S1600 and Two Wheel 
Drive Championship trophies this season.
 There was a good battle developing between Guy 
Botterill (Toyota RunX S1600) and Tjaart Conradie (Toyota 
Auris S1600), who both had aspirations of closing in on Craig 
for second place. It was eventually Guy who clinched third 

place, only 8.5 seconds off of Craig and 22.3 seconds ahead 
of Tjaart.
 Megan Verlaque (Volkswagen Polo S1600) drove her 
new rally car to quick stage times, but her overall position 
was not indicative of her pace as she had to retire from Day 
One with gearbox problems and restart on Day Two under 
SupeRally regulations. We will need to keep a close eye on 
Megan and Morne in their new and updated Polos…
 We would like to thank the volunteers, the marshals 
and the offi cials who had to brave the cold, rain, and mud 
over the entire weekend. Without your time, energy and 
generous spirit, rallying would not be what it is today!
 I will be hard at work preparing for my next event in 
the FIA WRC Academy in 18 days time for the Neste Oil Rally 
Finland. This is an event all rally drivers dream of competing 
on, and I still pinch myself when I think of my trip to the 
“home” of rallying.
 Keep up-to-date with my progress on the stages by 
following me on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/ash_haigh_smith and on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/AshleyHaighSmith, and on my 
website at http://www.ashleyhaighsmith.com. H&H



Those who follow the WRC will surely remember the 
name Urmo Aava. He fi rst drove in the Junior World 
Rally Championship (JWRC) and then joined World 
Rally Championship (WRC) with Citroen fi rst and then 
Ford WRC cars. Although his results were strong and 
consistent, Aava disappeared from the world stages a 
few years ago to reappear as a director of auto24 Rally 
Estonia.
 “Everything starts and ends at some moment; for 
WRC I was probably to slow,” smiles Urmo. “Now I try to put 

this knowledge to the auto24 Rally Estonia. 
 Together with his compatriot, friend and rally co-
driver Silver Kütt they choose to transform one good yet 
local rally in south Estonia into an international event and, I 
have to say, they have succeeded. 
 Why did they decide to organize Rally Estonia? “It 
is my mission to promote and develop rallying in Estonia 
and in Baltics,” explains Urmo. “The idea to organize Rally 
Estonia came from Silver, but I joined in because I like 
rallying. I love and I hate the Rally Estonia at the same 
time! Everybody who has organized something like this 
understands my feelings!”
 At the very beginning there were rumors that 

Rally Estonia wanted to be included on the Intercontinental 
Rally Challenge (IRC) calendar, but instead they opted for 
the FIA Historic Rally Championship as well as a round of 
the neighbouring Latvian Rally Championship. “All Baltic 
countries are too small to have a strong championship when 
they only race in their own country. In my thinking for the 
future, it should be that the Estonian Rally Championship 
has one rally in Latvia and one in Lithuania and maybe four 
to fi ve rallies in Estonia; that’s the way we can increase the 
level of competition, interest for fans, sponsors and media,” 
said Urmo. “The value of the  Baltic Champion title should be 
the biggest in Baltic countries.” 
 Regarding his passion for historic rallying Urmo 
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said: “This is part of rallying, and we can not forget the 
history. At that time rally had much more passion and we 
want to show this passion to new generation!”
 To enjoy recognition, media coverage, fame and 
fans, this rally had to have something very special for 
everyone: drivers, spectators and journalists. Due to their 
recognition in the rallying world, it was relatively easier to 
develop Rally Estonia. The region around the small town 
of Otepaa have amongst the best rally roads in the Baltics 
and perhaps even in whole of Scandinavia (except Finland, 
but it matches them), an organizing team with international 
experience and knowledge, and this event from its very 
fi rst edition became highly-regarded. Of course, personal 
history in the WRC and friendships helped to draw an entry 
list with names such as Martin Prokop, Mads Ostberg, Toni 
Gardemeister and a few FIA WRC Academy drivers. As his 
dream entry in Rally Estonia, Urmo says: “Sebastien Loeb 
versus Marcus Grönholm!” Not a bad choice! 
 Also helping is the fact that Estonia is close to 
Finland and these stages may be used as good training 
and preparation before the famous WRC event. But what is 
the biggest rival to this rally, as there are many rallies that 

would like to gather the big teams before Finland: “We do 
not think like this,” say Urmo. “We see rallying as one part. 
Our biggest rivals are other sports and other events. auto24 
Rally Estonia’s idea is to promote rallying and also to change 
the idea about rallying. Rally is much more than just a sport: 
it is passion, a lifestyle, adventure and it is for all ages and 
all genders. That’s why we focus so much on advertising, 
concerts, womens areas, childrens areas, historic cars, 
live city stage prodcasts, etc. From a rally organizing 
aspect, there is lot to change in Estonia and mainly in the 
preparation period. I would like to hire more people to work 
year-long to improve the quality. But is always the question 
of money...” 
 But if he had unlimited funds? “Unlimited funds is 
very dangerous thing: from that you start to make stupid 
things,” smiles Urmo. “Funding should grow hand in hand 
with knowledge and ideas. We are moving in the right 
direction and I hope that for 2013 we will have 25 percent 
more budget to work with.”
 As the organizing of Rally Estonia takes so much of 
his time, does Urmo have something else besides this job? 
“I have 3 jobs,” he says. “Silver and I run a company named 

NB Quality, and the company is developing and selling car 
and industrial maintenance products. Then we organize Rally 
Estonia. My third job is that I am teaching young rally drivers 
in Poland. This year I work full time with the Lotos Subaru 
Poland Rally Team’s driver Wojtek Chuchala. Last and the 
biggest thing, of course, is to be good father to my two sons 
and a good husband to my wife, but this is not the job, its 
pure joy!”

Urmo Aava in Numbers:
Born: 02 February 1976 in Tallinn, Estonia
First rally car: Lada Samara
WRC debut: 2002 WRC Rally Finland
Best result in te WRC: 4th place, WRC Rally Acropolis 2008
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Last week Ken Block released Gymkhana FIVE, the 
fi fth instalment of the award winning, record-breaking 
viral video franchise.
 Filmed on the actual streets of San Francisco, 
California, Gymkhana FIVE demonstrates the agility of 
the Fiesta and Block’s unique driving skills utilising the 
topography of a real-life urban playground. 
 The Fiesta featured in Gymkhana FIVE is the same 
car that was used in the previous viral video, designed by 
Block and the Monster World Rally Team to compete in 

three distinct disciplines: gymkhana, RallyCross and stage 
rally.  The car features a 2.0-litre turbocharged motor that 
generates 485kW and can go from zero to 100km/h in only 
1.8 seconds. 
 Chosen for its unique physical terrain and its ability 
to be easily recognized on a global level, San Francisco 
served as the perfect location for Block to light-up the streets 
in the nimble Fiesta. The city by the bay known for its iconic 
bridges, steep windy streets, and distinct neighbourhoods—
as well as a famous chase scene in the movie Bullit—
provided an ideal gymkhana playground that increased the 
diffi culty level of not just the tricks, but driving lines as well.
 “San Francisco was absolutely amazing for 

Gymkhana,” said Block. “It’s such a unique location for this 
kind of driving and allowed me to do some things that I 
never thought I’d ever be able to incorporate into one of my 
Gymkhana videos—like jumping a table top or doing a jump 
drift!”
 A fi rst-ever look at a special behind-the-scenes 
fi lm, showing what it took to bring Gymkhana FIVE to life, is 
expected to be released in late August. 

• Click here to watch the full video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuDN2bCIyus
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Handbrakes & Hairpins’ photojournalist Eva Kovkova photographed Handbrakes & Hairpins’ photojournalist Eva Kovkova photographed 
the Trophy Raid Ladoga Rally near St. Petersburg, Russia last month. the Trophy Raid Ladoga Rally near St. Petersburg, Russia last month. 
This event is good preparation of the current Silk Way Rally, and This event is good preparation of the current Silk Way Rally, and 
we will bring you all the happenings from the Ladoga event in next we will bring you all the happenings from the Ladoga event in next 
week’s issue.week’s issue.
Picture: Eva KovkovaPicture: Eva Kovkova
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