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Three Toyota Auris S2000 crews in the Toyota Motorsport squad Three Toyota Auris S2000 crews in the Toyota Motorsport squad 
for the South African Rally Championship. Apart from all being for the South African Rally Championship. Apart from all being 
built and prepared by Hallspeed, the same fi rm that created the built and prepared by Hallspeed, the same fi rm that created the 
sensational Toyota Hilux V8 racer that swept to great success in sensational Toyota Hilux V8 racer that swept to great success in 
its fi rst outing at the Dakar Rally 2012 in January, all three drivers its fi rst outing at the Dakar Rally 2012 in January, all three drivers 
are paired with female co-drivers. Giniel de Villiers (2009 Dakar are paired with female co-drivers. Giniel de Villiers (2009 Dakar 
Rally winner) returns to the South African Rally Championship Rally winner) returns to the South African Rally Championship 
in his factory Auris S2000 alongwith Celeste Snyders for the in his factory Auris S2000 alongwith Celeste Snyders for the 
remainder of the 2012 season.remainder of the 2012 season.
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START RAMP



The Neste Oil Rally Finland is without a doubt the 
fastest and most challenging event on any rally 
calendar in the world. Taking on the 270.51km of 
timed action for the FIA’s WRC Academy, South 
Africa’s rising rally star Ashley Haigh-Smith 
experienced the highs and lows of the sport at its 
spiritual home in Finland.
 With the world’s very best young guns all competing 
on the same roads and in identical machinery, the WRC 
Academy produces intense rally action from start to fi nish. 
This event is called the “Finnish Grand Prix” for a reason: 
high speeds, big jumps over blind crests and crazy cambered 

corners. It is also a rally that rewards total commitment 
from both driver and co-driver and where the slightest of 
hesitations or mistakes are punished. This is what rallying is, 
and this was a dream come true.
 This event was run over three days and 17 stages 
made up the 270.51km of stage distance, but what made 
this rally even more thrilling was the inclusion of the world 
famous Ouninpohja stage in all its 33.01km glory. This test 
was to serve as the rally’s fi nale for all competitors, but the 
WRC crews tackled this stage twice and back-to-back while 
the WRC Academy teams only ran it once.
 Everything you have ever heard about Ouninpohja 
is true, and everything you have seen of this stage cannot 
prepare you for the feeling in your stomach as you slot your 
rally machine into fi rst gear and wait for the countdown to 

the start of your run. 
 On Thursday evening we took to SS1, and had 
to tackle three stages. The gravel forest roads around the 
harbour city of Lahti immediately showed their teeth for 
Craig [Parry, my co-driver] when only 5km into SS1 our 
Ford Fiesta’s gear lever snapped – something which can 
only be considered bad luck. We lost over 12 minutes in 
that stage to the leaders, as we had to stop in the stage 
and use our “bush mechanics” training to enable us to fi nd a 
working solution for changing gears. We limped through the 
remaining two stages of the evening’s scheduled competition 
to bring our Fiesta to the Service Park for the M-Sport team 
to bring the car back to full working order. Even though we 
completed only three stages, we only arrived at the Parc 
Ferme in the early hours of Friday morning…
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 Our alarm clocks buzzed at 6am for Day Two, and 
we headed to our Fiesta with determination. There is a 
Finnish word that I learned that weekend: sisu. There is no 
direct English translation, as the word captures and defi nes 
a feeling and a mood. Sisu means to have strength of will, 
determination, perseverance and acting rationally in the face 
of adversity. Basically put, to “have guts.” With twelve stages 
mapped out around Jyvaskyla we became intimately aware 
of sisu as the day unfolded…
 Day Two of the Neste Oil Rally Finland proved to be 
a challenging day in our offi ce. We had a great start to the 
morning with a confi dence-boosting opening stage. However, 
errors began to creep in on the next two stages and we lost 
time to our rivals. We also encountered further problems 
on the afternoon loop of stages – a repeat of the morning’s 
tests – as our car’s front brake pipe was damaged and ripped 
apart by a rock as we passed over the rutted roads.
 Craig is a top class co-driver and has been writing 
pace notes for as long as he has been competing as a co-

driver in this sport. In South Africa we don’t use pace notes 
in the same format as in Europe and other international 
events, and I have had to quickly learn this system of pace 
notes and to absorb information in a completely new way. 
As my confi dence in the pace notes and in the technical 
nature of the stages grew, I felt more and more in tune 
with the rhythm of the rally. We completed a full round of 
the South African Rally Championship in just over a day of 
competition in Finland, but we hardly felt the time pass as 
we were always kept on our toes. The Neste Oil Rally Finland 
is fantastically fun!
 The fi nal fi ve stages of the rally saw us face more 
challenges, but we were on our recovery up the leader board 
and closed in on our rivals. These fi ve stages featured the 
most iconic aspects of Finnish rallying: wide roads, fast 
jumps and of course Ouninpohja. We ticked off the fi rst 
two stages and proved our speed in the WRC Academy, 
but our gearbox was becoming more and more unhealthy 
as the stage kilometres passed. At the fi nal service of the 

event, with three stages remaining, the M-Sport technicians 
changed the troublesome gearbox in less than 13 minutes! 
While Elfyn Evans raced to victory in the WRC Academy at 
the front, we worked hard to post competitive stage times 
and even close the gap to the leaders to claim eighth position 
overall in the fi nal speed tests.
 The Neste Oil Rally Finland was my most awesome 
experience of my WRC Academy year so far. The challenges 
we faced and overcame, and the lessons I learned in the 
car, have undoubtedly made me a better rally driver. Those 
stages are brilliant: jumps, blind crests, fast rolling roads... 
Heaven! Craig and I are already looking forward to tackling 
the ADAC Rallye Deutschland in two week’s time. I thank my 
service crew from M-Sport Poland and the WRC Academy 
personnel for all their hard work on this event to bring me to 
the fi nish line and for the always-professional performances 
by all. The WRC Academy is the perfect starting point for any 
rally crews with WRC aspirations. H&H



“Mad” Mads Ostberg is the only privateer to have claimed a WRC “Mad” Mads Ostberg is the only privateer to have claimed a WRC 
victory in 2012, and he has hassled the factory Ford and Citroën victory in 2012, and he has hassled the factory Ford and Citroën 
crews to the fi nish line on every rally he has entered this year. crews to the fi nish line on every rally he has entered this year. 
How long until the Norwegian is signed by a factory team?How long until the Norwegian is signed by a factory team?
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SERVICE PARK



As one of the most eagerly anticipated rounds on 
the FIA WRC Academy calendar, every driver dreams 
of lifting the trophy at rallying’s spiritual home in 
Finland. But as the 2012 Neste Oil Rally Finland came 
to a close in Jyväskylä on Saturday evening, there 
could be only one winner.
 In another dominant performance, Elfyn Evans 
added the “Gravel Grand Prix” to his tally of victories – with 
seven stage wins – and assumed control at the head of the 
WRC Academy standings. Rounding off the top-three, Pontus 
Tidemand claimed second with Brendan Reeves third.
 Day One saw the crews travel south for three stages 
around the picturesque harbour city of Lahti where a real 
battle emerged between Evans, Tidemand and Alastair Fisher 

- each claiming a provisional stage win on the opening tests.
Unfortunately, the three-way battle was cut short after 
Tidemand was awarded a 10-second time penalty for 
jumping the start on SS2, demoting the Swede to sixth place 
and awarding the stage victory to an ever-improving Jose 
Suárez on the Spaniard’s least preferred surface.
 There was misfortune for Ashley Haigh-Smith 5km 
into SS1 when the South African incurred damage to the 
gear lever of his Ford Fiesta R2. Despite forfeiting more than 
12 minutes to the leaders, the 19-year-old put his “bush 
mechanics” training to good use to get his Fiesta back to 
service where the M-Sport team were able to return the car 
to full working order.
 More heartache followed for Sweden’s Fredrik Åhlin 
whose birthday celebrations were cut short with an accident 
on SS3. Carrying too much speed into a tight left-hander, 
the 22-year old rolled his Fiesta R2. Both crew members 

avoided serious injury in the spectacular incident, but too 
much damage to the rollcage put an untimely end to the 
youngster’s charge.
 For Day Two, and as the competition moved 
closer to the rally base in Jyväskylä, the dominance Evans 
showcased at the Acropolis Rally shone through once more 
with six out of a possible nine stage wins. What is more, with 
Fisher forced to Rally 2 after a puncture caused electrical 
damage to the wiring for the fl y-by-wire throttle of his 
Fiesta, Evans extended his lead to more than a minute over 
his nearest rivals. Despite Evans’ control of the event, the 
battle for the fi nal podium positions was one of the closest 
and most thrilling in WRC Academy history with four drivers 
separated by just 12.3 seconds heading into the fi nal fi ve 
tests.
 Recovering well from his earlier penalty and 
having been suffering from fl u earlier in the rally, Tidemand 
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secured a stage victory on SS6, and was rarely out of the 
top three on individual stage times, to hold the runner-up 
spot going into the fi nal day. Claiming the fi nal two stage 
wins over SS11 and the second pass of the Killeri Super 
Special (SS12), Reeves was just a further 8.3 seconds adrift 
in third. Just 3.9 seconds behind the Australian, Van der 
Marel continued his strong performance on what had been 
a good event for the KNAF-supported driver with Suárez’s 
ever improving technique on gravel bringing the youngster 
into contention for his fi rst WRC Academy podium a mere 0.3 
seconds behind in fi fth.
 Day Three saw the crews embark on what is 
arguably the most challenging day of competitive driving the 
WRC Academy crews have ever faced in their rallying careers 
– featuring some of Finland’s classic tests with wide roads, 
fast jumps and the infamously demanding Ouninpohja stage.
Rising to the challenge, a composed drive from Evans saw 
the 23-year-old maintain his lead whilst a clean-sweep of 
fastest stage times from Tidemand - including glory on the 

legendary Ouninpohja stage – saw the Swede consolidate 
his second place. But it was not enough to topple Evans 
whose faultless drive saw the Welshman claim his second 
successive win in as many events to assume the lead of the 
championship.
 Further down the leader board, the battle for the 
fi nal podium position played host to some thrilling driving 
– Reeves, Van der Marel and Suárez separated by just 1.8 
seconds at the end of SS13. The battle was so intense, 
that SS14, SS15 and SS16 each saw the fi nal podium place 
occupied by a different driver – Reeves on SS14, Van der 
Marel on SS15 and back to Reeves at the end of SS16. The 
fi nal podium position was settled on the classic Ouninpohja 
stage when Van der Marel went off the road 3km into the 
fi nal test, thus handing third place to Reeves. Suárez decided 
to settle for fourth when he encountered Van der Marel’s 
stricken Fiesta, but with a strong improvement on gravel 
the 21-year-old will be well placed ahead of the upcoming 
asphalt events.

 A solid drive from Scotland’s John MacCrone saw 
the youngster secure a strong fi fth place with Chris Duplessis 
enjoying the stages and bringing his Fiesta home in sixth. 
Portugal’s João Silva secured seventh, with a recovering 
Haigh-Smith and Fisher claiming the fi nal points in eighth 
and ninth respectively. H&H

WRC Academy Overall Final Classifi cation:
01) E. Evans - 02h 34m 07.7s
02) P. Tidemand + 55.3s
03) B. Reeves + 01m 27.4s
04) J. Suarez + 02m 14.8s
05) J. MacCrone + 03m 02.0s
06) C. Duplessis + 07m 18.5s
07) J. Silva + 13m 38.0s
08) A. Haigh-Smith + 30m 01.5s
09) A. Fisher + 40m 08.9s



For a non-Scandinavian to prove dominant in 
recent years on a rally traditionally only topped by 
Scandinavian rally aces, and doing so on stages more 
akin to sprints than endurance that puts even more 
emphasis on driving skill and speed, for Citroën Total 
World Rally Team’s Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena to 
claim their third win at the World Rally Championship’s 
(WRC) Neste Oil Rally Finland is an accomplishment 
that will long be remembered.
 The eighth round of the 13-event WRC series 
concluded on Saturday in Jyvaskyla with Loeb recording his 
73rd WRC career victory and sixth of 2012. He was chased 
to the fi nish line by persistent Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo 
Lehtinen, team-mates at the Citroën Total World Rally 

Team, who fi nished just 06.1 seconds adrift after 303.52km 
of timed competition. Hirvonen piled on the pressure on 
Friday’s stages and attempted to reel in his eight-time world 
champion team-mate on Day Three’s six stages, but Loeb 
managed to keep a steady cushion between the two crews 
throughout the event. This is the French squad’s fourth one-
two result of 2012.
 As a wrap in the “Finnish Grand Prix,” the famous 
Ouninpohja stage was included for 2013’s itinerary after an 
absence of some years, and was run twice and back-to-back 
as the penultimate and then fi nal stage of the event. The 
fi nal test was the Power Stage over the 33.01km-route.
 After an enticing battle with Hirvonen, Loeb said: 
“For sure it’s very satisfying to win in Finland. I didn’t 
come here especially to win, I came for points because 
it’s very diffi cult to beat the Finnish drivers. It was a great 
fi ght with Mikko, a one-two for Citroën and great for the 

Championship.”
 Hirvonen commented: “Sebastien was just faster 
and congratulations to him. Second position in Finland makes 
it even worse, but if you do a perfect rally it is not enough 
against Sebastien. You have to do more because he is 
incredible.”
 Jari-Matti Latvala claimed third position overall for 
the Ford World Rally Team, with team-mate Petter Solberg 
in fourth in their identical Ford Fiesta RS WRC machines. 
Championship website http://www.wrc.com stated that while 
the Blue Oval factory team was tipped for victory here, they 
were frustrated at fi nding their cars didn’t have the speed to 
beat their Citroën rivals on this occasion. For fans of the Ford 
marque, and with two Scandinavian drivers on their payroll, 
this team stood the best chance at victory on these stages. 
In this Championship, more than that is needed to top the 
fi nal classifi cation... Latvala admitted that the Ford Fiesta RS 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Citroën Racing and WorldRallyPics

WRC NESTE OIL RALLY FINLAND: WRC NESTE OIL RALLY FINLAND: 
LOEB BECOMES HONORARY FINNLOEB BECOMES HONORARY FINN



WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/D. Elena 
       Citroën DS3 WRC - 02h 28m 11.4s
02) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen 
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 06.1s
03) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 35.0s
04) P. Solberg/C. Patterson 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 56.1s
05) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 02m 32.1s
06) O. Tanak/K. Sikk 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 02m 47.6s
07) M. Rantanen/M. Lukka
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 04m 51.7s
08) J. Ketomaa/M. Stenberg
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 06m 01.9s
09) M. Prokop/Z. Hruza
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 06m 04.3s
10) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 08m 46.0s

WRCs lack in overall pace in comparison to the Citroën DS3 
WRCs, and this was reiterated by Ford WRC’s chief Malcolm 
Wilson who said that top-end speed cost the team victory in 
Finland.
 “Mad” Mads Ostberg (Adapta Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 
suffered a mechanical failure on Saturday’s Leustu 2 speed 
test with a broken propshaft, but powered back up to fi fth 
ahead of Ott Tanak (M-Sport Ford World Rally Team). Matti 
Rantanen (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) picked up seventh overall, 
Jari Ketomaa (DMACK Ford Fiesta RS WRC) eighth, Martin 
Prokop (Czech National Rally Team Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 
ninth and Sebastien Ogier was the fastest S2000 crew in 
the WRC once more when he took tenth overall in his Skoda 
Fabia S2000.
 A number of WRC drivers restarted under Rally 
2 rules on Saturday, with Citroen Junior runner Thierry 
Neuville, Qatar World Rally Team’s Chris Atkinson and WRC 
Team MINI Portugal’s Paulo Nobre all reaching the fi nish. 
Armindo Araujo (Nobre’s team-mate) fi nished 15th overall 
after losing time due to mechanical gremlins on the fi nal leg 

of the event. Ken Block (Monster World Rally Team) held 
tenth position overall on the fi nal day of the event, but the 
American and his co-driver Alex Gelsomino were forced to 
retire from competition after they landed heavily after a 
jump and broke their car’s suspension.
 In terms of Championship points, Loeb now 
leads the fi eld with a healthy 43 points over Hirvonen. 
Petter Solberg retains third with Ostberg in fourth. In the 
Manufacturers’ Championship, Citroën enjoys a commanding 
advantage over Ford.
 The WRC now heads to central Europe for ADAC 
Rallye Deutschland (24 - 26 August) for an all-asphalt event 
based in the roman city of Trier. H&H



The battle between team-mates Sebastien Loeb and Mikko The battle between team-mates Sebastien Loeb and Mikko 
Hirvonen in the Citroën Total World Rally Team has been a long Hirvonen in the Citroën Total World Rally Team has been a long 
time coming. After team orders were employed on previous time coming. After team orders were employed on previous 
rounds in similar situations, Citroën Racing boss Yves Matton rounds in similar situations, Citroën Racing boss Yves Matton 
surprisingly didn’t issue team orders with his drivers chasing over surprisingly didn’t issue team orders with his drivers chasing over 
a 5-second gap. Hirvonen was unable to reel in Loeb. Expect a 5-second gap. Hirvonen was unable to reel in Loeb. Expect 
Round Two to play out soon...Round Two to play out soon...
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OPENING OPENING SHOTSHOT



PARC FERME



As the Olympic Games continue in London and the 
medals are presented for each sport, there was a gold, 
silver and bronze performance by rally driver Craig 
Breen on the World Rally Championship’s Neste Oil 
Rally Finland.
 Breen returned to top fl ight rallying after the 
accident that claimed his friend and former co-driver Gareth 
Roberts in Sicily in mid-June. Breen, partnered by Paul 
Nagle, had a fairytale start to the event and were leading 
the S2000 World Rally Cup (SWRC) fi eld going into the 
penultimate stage, but crashed on the fi rst run of the famous 
Ouninpohja stage. A sad end to what was a great drive by 
Breen. Crashing out when so close to victory is not what he 
wanted, but the most important factor was that the two were 
able to walk away from the accident. His performance up to 
that point underlined his talent and resilience in what was 

the most diffi cult rally of his life.
 After he had recovered from the shock of the 
accident, Breen said: “I’m very disappointed to have crashed 
out so close to the end. The most important thing is that 
Paul and I are ok. Up to that stage I was really pleased with 
my performance. I showed a good pace without pushing 
too hard. I want to thank my whole team, my family and 
Gareth’s family for their support during this time and special 
thanks to Paul [Nagle]; he has come in under unbelievable 
circumstances and done a brilliant job. I also want to thank 
everyone again for their support in the time leading up to 
the event. It has been amazing to see the amount of support 
from all over the world and to fi nish I congratulate PG on his 
win, he has had a great drive over the three days.”
 After setting the fourth fastest time in the FIA SWRC 
there was huge emotion bubbling to the surface at the end of 
the opening Koukunmaa stage: “It’s a sad feeling, but I want 
to thank all the people who have given me the courage to 
get here. I never thought I’d be in a rally car again, let alone 

with a time that was not so far off the pace.”
 Three special stages were covered on Thursday as 
the rally got underway and Breen slotted in at fourth behind 
SWRC class leader Finnish wildcard entrant Esapekka Lappi, 
championship leader Haydon Paddon in second place and 
Proton driver PG Andersson in third.
 Paddon was the fi rst to hit trouble, retiring early 
on Day Two with an engine problem and he was followed 
by Lappi when his power steering failed on SS9 and then   
suspension damage. The Finn was able to continue under 
‘Rally 2’ rules and fi nished in fi fth place overall.
 This left Breen and Andersson to battle for the 
SWRC victory over Friday afternoon and the six famous 
Saturday stages.
 The lead changed hands on a stage-by-stage basis 
as Friday’s format was completed. In the end it was Breen 
who pulled out a vital 04.3 second advantgage by the 
penultimate Friday test and on the Killeri Super Special Stage 
the Ford Fiesta S2000 driver recorded a solid time to end 
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the day with a 03.7 second lead. Breen summed up the day: 
“It’s incredible to be in this position. PG and I are fi ghting 
all day. First for third place and now it looks for the class 
win. Hayden [Paddon] had some problems and went out 
early on and then on that last loop Lappi dropped out. This 
event is so diffi cult: just one mistake and your rally is over. 
Tomorrow will be a very hard day, but to be in this position is 
unbelievable.”
 The fi nal day consisted of six stages, fi nishing with 
a double run of the world famous Ouninpohja stage. Breen 
held on to lead on the morning opener, but Andersson cut 
the gap to just 01.5 seconds over the stage (SS13). On SS14 
(Leustu 21.94 km), he continued to push and overhauled 
Breen to take the lead by 01.3 seconds.
 As the crews entered the day’s fi rst service, Breen 
said: “We were cautious over those two, but the gap is close 
so we’ll see what will happen on the next loop.” 
 On SS15, the two were separated by only 0.1 

seconds. Breen commented after the stage: “I upped it a 
little, but I must think of the Championship and even more 
long term in regards to my confi dence.”
 The fi rst drama of the fi nal day came on SS16 when 
Andersson broke a driveshaft and dropped 13.3 seconds 
behind Breen. This was the biggest gap between the two 
since the beginning of the rally, and the perfect comeback 
event looked on the cards for the Ulsterman.
 In service after that stage, Paul Nagle said: “It’s 
been very good, we’re coming together very well. Craig has 
been driving exceptionally well, his courage and commitment 
after everything that has happened is astounding and his 
driving has been outstanding.”
 With the event drawing to a close and only the 
double run of the world renowned ‘Ouninpohja’ special stage 
remaining, all eyes were on this sensational speed test. 
At 33km long it was the longest of the event and for rally 
drivers across the world is the “Holy Grail” of stages.

 Breen and Nagle began with that 13.3-second 
advantage and over the early splits were neck-and-neck 
with Andersson. On a 90 degree left turn, Breen went wide, 
sideways and off the gravel road. Breen tried in vain to 
correct the car’s course, but from this point their Ford Fiesta 
was out of control as it hit the grass and began to roll. After 
a number of summersaults, it came to a stop on its four 
wheels and there was immediately relief when the driver’s 
door burst open and Breen jumped out. He ran around to the 
co-driver’s door and, as rally fans began to converge on the 
stricken car, Paul signalled that he was OK.
 It was a sad end to a fairytale return when in pole 
position for SWRC victory, but after such a big accident and 
what had happen just six weeks ago the lost result was put 
quickly into perspective.
 This pairing’s next scheduled event is in two weeks’ 
time on the Ulster International Rally where Breen will drive 
the new Peugeot 208 R2 as Zero Car. H&H



Rallying is a sport unlike any other. Standing in a 
forest at a high-speed sweep, watching as the mean 
rally machine seemingly dances into the corner with 
thick dust trails in tow then rocket out of the corner 
to leave the spectators revelling in the echo of the 
screaming exhaust note, is but only ten seconds of the 
full story that is rallying.
 Spectators experience only a sliver of the action, 
no matter the brilliant viewing spot they enjoy. Even walking 
through the Service Park, the area demarcated for all teams 
to repair (and in some cases rebuild) their rally cars by 
a team of mechanics and engineers, in what can only be 

described by the simple phrase “organised chaos” does not 
offer a full insight into essence of rallying. Only two people 
in each rally car know and understand that: driver and co-
driver.
 Rally drivers are a different breed of sportspeople. 
Harnessing a powerful rally car, controlling a car that teeters 
on the limits of traction on a surface that constantly changes, 
all in a bid to stop the clocks in the fastest time possible, 
is what inspires these athletes. This search for speed is the 
driving force for these athletes, and in rallying that pace 
needs to be controlled. Steering the driver not only through 
the stages, but in keeping the pressure in the car focused 
away from the driver, is a task that requires experience and 
confi dence. More than simply reading the pace notes (which 
are an intricately detailed guide to the stage for the driver, 

serving as a word map for them to prepare for the upcoming 
conditions and obstacles), a co-driver’s role in and out of a 
rally car is as complex as those of their pace notes.
 Andre Vermeulen is co-owner of a used car 
dealership in Gauteng, and has been involved in motorsport 
at its different levels and in various roles for most of his adult 
life. The Centurion businessman has been drafted into Team 
Total, South Africa’s largest privateer rally squad, to partner 
Mohammed Moosa in his third season in the top-fl ight Class 
S2000. Andre is the cool, calm and collected person you’d 
expect, the personality that brings a sense of calm to a 
situation saddled with stress and energy.
 His fi rst rally event was in 1990, and he joined Team 
Total to partner Etienne Lourens in 2004. He then switched 
to the role of Team Manager for two seasons before shifting 
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to the South African National Off-Road Racing Championship 
for three seasons where he competed as a co-driver too.
 “I am glad to be back in rallying,” said 42-year-
old Andre. “This is where I belong and where I have the 
most fun in the cars. It will not be easy this season as the 
competition in Class S2000 is so fi erce. Crews are pushing 
their limits, and to go just a bit quicker crews need to take 
big risks.”
 Sitting alongside the talented Mohammed, who 
was a former Class S1600 National Champion before 
taking the step up to the mighty 2.0-litre, four-wheel-drive 
machines, Andre and his driver have already formed a strong 
relationship in the rally car.
 Andre continues: “Trust, respect and confi dence are 
very important in this role. When we approach a blind corner 
and we are going fl at-out, and I tell Mohammed to keep his 
foot fl at, he needs to have the trust and confi dence in me 
to be able to do that. For him to lift off the accelerator for a 
split second each and every time we enter a similar corner in 
a stage, could mean the difference between a top fi ve and a 
top 15 stage time.”
 Speaking on building this confi dence between a 

driver and co-driver, requires a depth of trust not required 
in another form of motorsport. Mohammed and Andre 
place their confi dence in the mechanics to provide them a 
car that is fi rst and foremost safe, reliable and of course 
the fastest possible. With just Andre in the car alongside 
him, Mohammed needs to allow Andre to take charge of all 
other aspects except the actual task of driving the car. This 
minimizes the stress on Mohammed, while also handing 
Andre the authority to control the rally from the co-driver’s 
seat.
 “It takes fi ve to seven years for a rally driver to 
mature into a good one,” believes Andre. “With the use 
of pace notes in our sport now, and Mohammed’s ability 
to learn quickly, he has gained in speed in giant steps. To 
compete at the top level is very demanding. The ‘works’ cars 
will always be slightly quicker than privateer entrants, but as 
a driver Mohammed is able to grow and push the limits of his 
abilities to match and exceed even those drivers. To stay on 
our limit, is simply not enough in Class S2000 anymore. We 
have to push beyond that, to learn how far we can do that. 
With experience this is achieved, and then a driver is able to 
extract even more from his car that was not thought possible 

before. This is what is needed to achieve in the top fi ve, and 
to win rallies!”
 Pace notes have a style and a personality as unique 
as the co-driver. From pace notes co-drivers are able to 
control the pace of the stage, to slow the driver according 
to the conditions or the situation, and to increase his pace 
to keep him completely focused on the stopwatch. “I might 
make a call a half second later than normal, and this will 
then make Mohammed driver faster to the next instruction,” 
explains Andre about the nuances of the role. “There are 
many ways of achieving this, and knowing when and how 
to do this, to read the stage and the moment, comes from 
experience. Quick decision-making is vital to not only stay in 
a rally, but to control the whole car.”
 As a co-driver, what motivates Andre? Where does 
his dedication and passion come from? “Can I still do it? That 
is the question I asked myself before joining Mohammed 
in the car. I have the experience in Class S2000, so that is 
not the challenge. The challenge was to know if I can be a 
part of the fi ght for the rally win. Talent motivates me, and 
Mohammed has loads of it. I don’t think Mohammed has 
reached his ceiling point yet, and that is very exciting!” H&H



In 2009 Evgeniy Novikov contested the WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland In 2009 Evgeniy Novikov contested the WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland 
in a Citroën C4 WRC. That rally will forever be remembered for a in a Citroën C4 WRC. That rally will forever be remembered for a 
moment when he attacked a jump too aggressively, launching his moment when he attacked a jump too aggressively, launching his 
car skywards. His car’s nose went vertical and miraculously it landed car skywards. His car’s nose went vertical and miraculously it landed 
on all four wheels after fl ying that way. This year we are pleased to on all four wheels after fl ying that way. This year we are pleased to 
state that his Ford Fiesta RS WRC behaved more predictably...state that his Ford Fiesta RS WRC behaved more predictably...
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