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START RAMP



Strapping their helmets on, slipping on their gloves 
and climbing into their rally machines, South Africa’s 
best and most talented rally drivers and co-drivers 
took to the new-for-2012 Rally South Africa event in 
KwaZulu-Natal.
 Set over two days, Friday 17 and Saturday 18 
August, the Rally South Africa formed Round Five of the 2012 

South African Rally Championship and also served as a WRC 
Candidate Event. The prestigious World Rally Championship 
is an international series with a following of millions, and 
is truly where the cream of the world’s rallying competes. 
Bidding for a slot on the 204 WRC calendar, the Rally South 
Africa used the Valley of 1,000 Hills and the Richmond 
forests to showcase the sport locally for the international 
delegates. 
 Not forgetting our seventeen Class S2000 crews 
and 13 Class S1600 entries, the Rally South Africa was a 

closely contested battle for overall victory that saw the top 
honours go the way of Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton (Ford 
Fiesta S2000) after a rally-long tussle with Johnny Gemmell/
Carolyn Swan (Toyota Auris S2000) and Jan Habig/Robert 
Paisley (Ford Fiesta S2000) who claimed second and third 
respectively. Eight stages and 134.10km (shortened from 
185km) of action were played out in KwaZulu-Natal, with 22 
of the original 30 starters.
 Team Total is South Africa’s largest privateer squad, 
boasting four Toyota rally cars in two categories. Jean-Pierre 
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Damseaux/Grant Martin (car #10) and Mohammed Moosa/
Andre Vermeulen (car #13) compete in the premier Class 
S2000 in Toyota’s Auris S2000 rally weapons and battle it out 
against their factory-backed rivals for the prestigious Drivers’ 
Championship. Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (car #62) and 
daughter-and-father pairing Stefanie Botha/Willem Hugo (car 
#74) proudly fl y the Team Total livery in Class S1600 with 
Toyota RunX machines.
 After running second on the road on Day One, 
Damseaux set a promising pace in Stage One but saw his 
rally come to an end in Stage Three when he rolled off 
the road and into a tree. The crew were uninjured in the 
incident, but the damage to their rally car did not allow them 
to restart the event on Day Two.

 Lying 13th overall at the overnight halt, Moosa 
blitzed Stage Five – the fi rst speed test of Day Two – to 
unsettle his rivals. Driving towards the following stage, his 
Toyota Auris S2000s gearbox failed and thus put him out of 
the rally.
 Racing in her Toyota RunX S1600, Botha started 
Day Two in ninth position in Class S1600 and felt confi dent of 
challenging her rivals to move up the leader board. However, 
an electrical fault sidelined her in the morning’s fi rst speed 
test and forced her to retire from the event too.
 Trott fl ew the Team Total fl ag proudly on this 
demanding rally, and put on a brave fi ght to secure 
fourth position in Class S1600 and the Two Wheel Drive 
Championship category at the end of Day Two’s fi ve stages. 

“It was a tough rally from start to fi nish,” said Trott. “We had 
no real chance of catching the newer and faster cars ahead 
of us on the road on Day Two, but we still tried. Fourth was 
the best we could do and we are very pleased we could 
extend our lead in the Championship standings while the rest 
fought over the top positions: to fi nish fi rst, you fi rst need to 
fi nish.”
 Team Total will next be in action on the Toyota Cape 
Dealer Rally on 13 – 15 September in the Western Cape.
 For more information on this event and on Team 
Total, please visit http://www.total.co.za, on Facebook at 
http://wwwfacebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica and on Twitter at 
http://www.twitter.com/TotalSAfrica. H&H



At the end of the Rally South Africa, I stood on the 
third step of the podium. After two tricky days of 
negotiating the twists and turns of KwaZulu-Natal’s 
Valley of 1,000 Hills on Friday 17 August and then the 
fast gravel forest roads near Richmond on Saturday 
18 August, last weekend’s Rally South Africa proved 
to be highly demanding. This challenge has served the 
perfect preparation for this weekend’s WRC Academy 
round, the ADAC Rallye Deutschland in Germany.
 Competing in my Ford Fiesta R2, thanks to support 
from Castrol – BP Ultimate, Regent, GoPro, M-Sport, REACT 
and Ford Racing, I contested Round Five of the 2012 South 
African Rally Championship’s Class S1600 and Two Wheel 
Drive Championship. 
 Rally South Africa’s Day One speed tests reminded 
me of the best bits from the WRC Rally Greece, the WRC 
Wales Rally GB, and the WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland, 
while Day Two’s stages were as fl owing and fast as those 
I experienced in the WRC Academy in Wales for last year’s 
Rally GB.
 Our overnight lead of 2.4 seconds shrank on 
SS5 – the opening stage of Day Two – and we were not 
able to retake the lead. Clint Weston (Citroën C2 R2 Max) 
leapfrogged me to take the lead and went on to the Class 
while Tjaart Conradie (Toyota Auris S1600) raced into second 

position. Over the next three gravel stages, I was in the 
perfect position to watch as those two crews battled each 
other for the Class win, and should one have made a mistake 
I would have been well placed to strike. I had to keep Craig 
Trott (Toyota RunX S1600) behind me, as he began to chase 
for the fi nal podium position we maintained.
 Excitingly, this rally was also run as a WRC 
Candidate Event. The two-day rally produced a selection 
of moments of rallying in South Africa at its best. The four 
stages scheduled for Day One became only three after 
organisers cancelled SS2, but SS3 was one of the best rally 
stages in the world of rallying I have ever competed on. Day 
Two saw four stages in the amazing forests near Richmond, 
the corners sweetly fl owing into each other. As with Day 
One, the rally was concluded with a super special stage 
at Durban’s old Drive-in near the Suncoast Casino in front 
of the fans. Racing head-to-head, it sure gave them great 
thrills!
 The Championship points I scored and the podium 
position claimed do my Championship aims well in the 
South African series, and I look forward to the next round in 
Caledon, Western Cape on 13 – 15 September.
 I have completed the two-day recce with Craig Parry 
for this weekend’s ADAC Rally Deutschland. This all-asphalt 
rally, the fi rst for the 2012 season for the WRC regulars and 
also my fi rst of 2012, is a legendary event. Racing through 
the Mosel Valley, skipping over the concrete roads in the 
Baumholder and keeping well clear of the hinkelsteins (large 

concrete blocks designed to keep army tanks on the asphalt 
road on the army test base’s Panzerplatte stages) are a 
dream come true. These roads are as foreign to me as can 
be in the world of rallying, as rallying in South Africa is run 
almost purely on gravel roads. Unfortunately, I will not be 
able to compete on this event due to insuffi cient funds (as 
our fundraising campaign didn’t reach our target as we’d 
hoped), but we will continue to work on the remaining two 
rounds of the WRC Academy for 2012. The experience I have 
gained on the two days of the recce has been unbelievable, 
and with the WRC Academy crews, the M-Sport teams and 
the assistants has been professional and truly supportive. 
 The WRC Academy crews contest 12 stages over 
two days for this event, while the WRC crews face all 15 over 
three days. The high-speed nature of the stages and the 
200,000-plus spectators all make for an unforgettable rally 
experience. We wish all crews a safe and successful rally! 
I am already fi nalising our campaigns for WRC Rallye de 
France – Alsace and the WRC Rally RACC – Spain, and thank 
everyone for their support and assistance thus far. Stay 
tuned for more news on our projects!
 To keep up to date with the rally, visit 
http://ashleyhaighsmith.com/, follow on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/ash_haigh_smith and “Like” on Facebook 
for photos, video clips and the latest news at 
https://www.facebook.com/AshleyHaighSmith. 
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Guy Wilks and David Moynihan have joined the thrilling battles Guy Wilks and David Moynihan have joined the thrilling battles 
that have shaped the 2012 British Rally Championship (BRC). Only that have shaped the 2012 British Rally Championship (BRC). Only 
two-wheel drive vehicles in this series, but the action has not been two-wheel drive vehicles in this series, but the action has not been 
slower or any lesser. It was a great return to the sport for Wilks in slower or any lesser. It was a great return to the sport for Wilks in 
the Renault Twingo!the Renault Twingo!
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SERVICE PARK



Keith Cronin and co-driver Marshall Clarke scored their 
third MSA British Rally Championship (BRC) victory in 
succession when they won this past weekend’s Round 
Five, the Todds Leap International Rally NI. Driving 
their Citroën DS3, they led the event from the fi rst of 
its 14 stages and never looked likely to relinquish their 
advantage, which stood at impressive one-minute 
32.7 seconds by the time cars crossed the fi nish line in 
Antrim.
 Just as impressive was the performance of second-
placed Elfyn Evans/Phil Pugh in their Ford Fiesta R2. Like 
the winners, the two Welshmen also held their position 
throughout the rally and, as well as securing Class 6 for R2 
category cars, they also beat the rest of the R3 category 
fi eld and were 01min 05sec ahead of their nearest rivals. But 

most importantly, their fi fth class win of the season means 
Evans secures the title for the R2 category with one round 
remaining.
 Behind the R2 Champion, it was the battle for third 
place between three crews driving Citroën DS3s that became 
the focus for the second day of the rally. Eventually it was 
Osian Pryce/Iestyn Williams who claimed the podium place 
by a slender 0.7 seconds, his performance earning him this 
event’s nomination for the Pirelli Star Driver Award.
 The Welshmen initially fi nished ahead of Tom Cave/
Craig Parry, with Jonny Greer/Gordon Noble just 6.7 seconds 
behind in fi fth. However, a subsequent 50-second penalty 
for leaving a service halt late meant that Cave/Parry were 
relegated to fi fth when the fi nal results were published.
 Cars left the start at Antrim’s Junction One Outlet 
Centre on Friday lunchtime and headed northeast for the 
rally’s fi rst loop of three stages. The morning rain meant that 
talk in the service area was all about tyres and many of the 

crews opted for a combination of slicks and intermediates, 
either on the car or being carried as spares which could be 
swapped when required.
 Right from the word go, Cronin/Marshall signalled 
their intentions and went fastest through the opening stage 
by a margin of 5.6 seconds ahead of Evans/Pugh, with Pryce/
Williams 2.7 seconds behind in third. Also impressing in their 
Ford Fiesta R2 were Jussi Kumpumaki/Jani Salo, who held 
fourth place as competitors lined up to start SS2 and the 
most notorious stage of the rally, the eight-mile coastal run 
over Torr Head.
 Unfortunately, this was to be the Finns’ fi nal stage, 
when a small bump on a corner on a fast downhill section 
sent their car across the road and into a bank, the impact 
launching e Fiesta into a series of rolls. Thankfully, the 
safety cage did its job and both of them emerged unharmed, 
but the same could not be said for their Fiesta. The stage 
was then stopped whilst the car was recovered, which saw 
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organisers accredit all following competitors with notional 
times.
 One more stage remained before the fi rst service 
halt of the day and the time sheets revealed that Cronin/
Marshall had extended their lead to 16.6 seconds. All of the 
BRC competitors confi rmed the changing nature of the road 
surface could catch anyone on the wrong choice of tyres.
 A repeat of the fi rst three stages followed and, 
starting the loop in bright sunshine, most crews opted 
for slick tyres. However, as Cronin/Marshall came to the 
end of SS6, the rain started to fall and, for the remaining 
competitors, conditions became decidedly worse. The lack 
of grip was clearly demonstrated by Ruary MacLeod/Paul 
Beaton, when their Fiesta slid off the road and onto a bank, 
forcing the driver to run down the stage to muster a group of 
marshals and push the car off its grassy perch.
 But for Alastair Fisher/Daniel Barritt, Desi Henry/
Barry McNulty and James Grint/Craig Drew, things got worse 
in the preceding stage, when all three crews had to stop and 
change a wheel after collecting a puncture. Experiencing 
problems of a different kind were round one winners, Mark 
Donnelly/Dai Roberts, when their Renault Clio’s ‘fl at-change’ 

system stopped working. This meant they had to rely on 
using the clutch, which subsequently stopped operating as it 
should due to the extra strain.
 At the overnight halt after six stages, it was still 
Cronin/Clarke in the lead – now by 55 seconds - with Evans/
Pugh second and Greer/Noble third, having overtaken Pryce/
Williams on the last stage of the day. Cave/Parry were now in 
fourth having battled their way through the fi eld from 15th, 
following a spin on the very fi rst stage.
 Saturday’s early morning rain had made the road 
surface extremely unpredictable when competitors embarked 
for the day’s fi rst two stages. With a knuckle-clenching blend 
of wet asphalt, shiny tar, mud and gravel, the conditions 
were worse than anything the crews had encountered on the 
previous day, as Chris Ingram/Stephen McAulay found out, 
when they rolled their Renault Twingo Evo R2 into the trees 
on SS7. Thankfully, both of them walked away unscathed 
and it didn’t stop the 17-year old driver from wrapping up 
the Twingo Renaultsport R2 Trophy title.
 The conditions in stage eight were no better and, at 
an extremely slippery junction, Gethin Jones/Kevin Devine – 
who rarely have an accident – hit a wall with their Fiesta ST, 

Desi Henry/Barry McNulty did likewise and bent their Citroën 
DS3’s  rear axle, as did Alex Parpottas/Chris Davies, who 
carried on for two more stages before ending their rally in a 
ditch.
 As a measure of how slippery the roads were, Jukka 
Korhonen in the Pirelli Star Driver Skoda Fabia commented 
that he had never driven on roads like it in his life. Rich 
words from a Finn! And, although he and co-driver Mikael 
Korhonen made it through the morning without issues, a 
broken driveshaft on SS12 brought their rally to a premature 
end.
 The conditions also caught out Greer/Noble, who 
spun and lost 30 seconds in SS7, which meant Pryce/
Williams went back to third and Cave/Parry started to close 
up. Behind them, Donnelly/Roberts were still struggling with 
their car’s clutch and were being pursued by Guy Wilks, 
who was driving a Renault Twingo Evo R2 by invitation 
of the French manufacturer as part of the car’s test and 
development programme. However, a gearbox oil leak was 
to put the twice British Rally Champion and his co-driver 
David Moynihan out of the event on the penultimate stage. 
Also testing a car on this event was former BRC front-runner 



Craig Breen who, together with co-driver Paul Nagle, were 
demonstrating the new R2 Peugeot 208 by running as course 
car.
 As the day went on, the sun came out and the 
temperatures got higher and higher, which saw the roads dry 
out and speeds increase – especially those of Evans/Pugh, 
who were fastest though SS9, the 6.7-mile run of Lisnamuck. 
But the demands of the bumpy Ulster asphalt forced further 
retirements during the course of the afternoon, with Fiesta 
crews Fisher/Barritt and Parpottas/Davies bringing their 
rallies to a disappointing conclusion in a ditch.
 In contrast, Cave/Parry were on a mission and, 
when they posted the fastest time on the penultimate stage, 
would have overhauled Greer/Noble for fourth, if it had not 
been for a 50-second penalty that was applied when their car 
would not start as they went to leave the fi nal service halt of 
the day.
 An ever-improving Matthew Cathcart/James Morgan 
were sixth in their Fiesta after Donnelly/Roberts fi nally lost 
the battle with their car’s transmission. Solid runs by Callum 
Black/Paul Wakely in their Citroën DS3 and Arron Newby/
Martyn Taylor in their Skoda Fabia saw them fi nish seventh 

and eighth respectively, whilst Grint/Drew were ninth.
 Tenth place went to a delighted Garry Pearson/Craig 
Wallace and, by scoring a fi nish in his Twingo Renaultsport 
R1, Pearson became the 2012 MSA British Junior Rally 
Champion. His cause was helped when rivals Steve Røkland/
Tom Andre retired their Fiesta R1 in SS12 with fuel problems.
 But it was Cronin/Clarke who dominated the event 
and the result moves the Irish driver closer to a third British 
Rally Championship title by claiming his third consecutive 
win this season. Evans/Pugh were equally as pleased with 
their giant-killing performance, taking their fi fth Class 6 (R2 
category) win in as many events, Evans wrapping up the 
2012 R2 title in the process.
 The outcome of the event means that Cronin and 
Evans now share the Drivers’ Championship lead, with Cave 
four points behind in third. Therefore, with the opportunity 
to score 50 percent more points, the battle for the 2012 
MSA British Rally championship title will be decided on the 
sixth and fi nal round, the International Rally Yorkshire, which 
takes place on 28 - 29 September.

Final Overall Classifi cation for Int’l Rally NI:
01) K. Cronin/M. Clarke 
       Citroen DS3 R3T - 01h 45m 37.3s
02) E. Evans/P. Pugh 
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 01m 37.2s
03) O. Pryce/I. Williams
       Citroen DS3 R3 + 02m 42.1s
04) J. Greer/G. Noble 
       Citroen DS3 R3 + 02m 47.5s
05) T. Doyle/L. Moynihan
       Citroen DS3 R3 + 03m 22.9s
06) T. Cave/C. Parry 
       Citroen DS3 R3 + 03m 32.8s
07) M. Cathcart/J. Morgan 
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 04m 19.5s
08) C. Black/P. Wakely
       Citroen DS3 R3T + 05m 56.4s
09) D. Carney/R. Fitzpatrick
       Citroen C2R2 Max + 08m 24.3s
10) K. O’Connor/G. Conway
       Citroen C2R2 Max + 09m 25.7s

H&H



The Rally South Africa was an event of extremes. 
Sheer drops, high speed jumps, fast sweeps and tight 
hairpins, with the 30 entered crews putting on a brave 
display of driving skills. It was also an event that 
will long be remembered for its poor organisation, 
its shocking Day One route selection was amongst a 
plethora of reasons this was an absolute failure as a 
WRC Candidate Event.
 As Round Five of the 2012 South African Rally 
Championship, the event was scheduled for 185km of 
competition over two days in the Valley of 1,000 Hills on Day 
One and the forest gravel stages near Richmond in Mid-Illovo 
on Day Two. With the FIA delegates and observers watching 

in wonderment, SS2 was cancelled after buses, minibuses 
and public vehicles passed through the stage. This stage 
was cancelled, and reduced the event’s overall competitive 
distance by 29km. This was then further shortened on 
Day Two as the Clerk of the Course was forced to alter the 
stages. At the end of the eight stages, competitors tackled 
only 134.10km… Poor organisation and leadership, planning 
and preparation resulted in what was quite possibly the most 
damaging event in South African rallying’s history.
 Handbrakes & Hairpins will run an objective report 
on these digital pages in next week’s issue, but in this week’s 
read please enjoy these action photographs from Evan 
Rothman.
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Final Overall Classifi cation for Rally South Africa:
01) M. Cronje/R. Houghton 
       Ford Fiesta S2000 - 01h 25m 00.4s
02) J. Gemmell/C. Swan 
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 24.5s
03) J. Habig/R. Paisley 
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 01m 14.8s
04) E. Kuun/G. Hodgson 
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 01m 31.6s
05) G. de Villiers/C. Snyders 
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 03m 59.3s
06) H. Lategan/J. van der Merwe 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 04m 30.1s
07) W. Dippenaar/M. du Toit 
       Toyota RunX S2000 + 05m 37.2s
08) C. Wilken/E. Lourens 
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 08m 30.1s
09) S. Klaassen/C. Harding 
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 09m 24.4s
10) C. Weston/H. Groenewald
       Citroën C2 R2 Max + 10m 07.8s







Who will beat Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena 
(Citroën Total World Rally Team) in this weekend’s 
WRC ADAC Rallye Deutschland? Only one team has 
been able to achieve this feat since 2004, and that was 
Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia on last year’s Rallye 
Deutschland. Anyone brave enough for this task this 
weekend?

 This is the 30th running of this now iconic event on 
the international rally calendar and the 10th edition as part 
of the FIA World Rally Championship. It is once more based 
in Trier, Germany’s oldest town. The 15 stages are set for 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, and competitors will tackle 
368.63km of stage distance over a route of 1,113.59km. The 
route winds through the Mosel vineyards for Day One and 
the Baumholder military training grounds for on Day Two 
as well as the Saarland and Trier areas and a return to the 
Mosel region for Day Three. The highlight of the rally will be 

a 46.54km test through the Panzerplatte stage, a technical 
stage that will reward the brave and punish errors. The 
Power Stage will be the thrilling Circus Maximus street stage 
in Porta Nigra, a UNESCO World Heritage site.
 The event also plays host to the competitors in the 
FIA Production Car World Rally Championship, as well as the 
young up-and-coming drivers in the FIA WRC Academy.
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The South African Rally Championship... Is the series out of focus The South African Rally Championship... Is the series out of focus 
with its competitors, spectators and sponsors?with its competitors, spectators and sponsors?
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Jan Habig has announced that he will be competing in 
the tenth round of the 2012 World Rally Championship, 
the Wales Rally of Great Britain, to be run from 13 – 
16 September 2012.
 He will be a member of the M-Sport World Rally 
Team during the September round of the 2012 World Rally 
Championship to be run in Wales, Great Britain. “I will be 
participating in a WRC spec Ford Fiesta, running in the 
colours and insignia of my South African sponsor, Basil 
Read,” added an excited Habig. 

 Habig competed in the 1994 Network Q Rally as a 
privateer and surprised the world by fi nishing a credible 8th 
overall in a Ford Escort built and prepared by Habig in South 
Africa. He started his rally career in 1983 as a privateer, 
and soon found himself as a member of the Nissan Works 
team. He joined VW in 1994 and won six South African Rally 
Driver championships. Habig made his debut in the S2000 
Ford Fiesta, sponsored by Basil Read on the Total Tour Natal 
earlier this year. Currently Habig is placed third overall on the 
2012 South African Championship standings after fi nishing 
second and third respectively in the last two championship 
events.
 “I look forward to rallying with the professional 

M-Sport team, and believe that we will gain a tremendous 
amount of knowledge,” Habig said. “I am confi dent that 
we will be in a position to apply this knowledge and further 
enhance the performance of our SA Ford Fiesta, not only 
for the remainder of the season, but also for the future,” he 
added.
 Due to the change of dates on the SA Rally 
calendar, Jan will not participate in the next round of 
the SA Championship to be held in the Western Cape as 
it now clashes with the World Championship event. “I 
will be partnered by an international navigator, and this 
announcement will follow shortly,” he concluded.
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Out of action since January’s opening round in Monte 
Carlo, M-Sport was pleased to announce last week that 
the British pairing of Matthew Wilson and Scott Martin 
will make a welcome return to the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC) on their home event at Wales 
Rally GB (13 – 16 September).
 Back behind the wheel of a Ford Fiesta RS WRC, 
Wilson will compete as part of the M-Sport Ford World Rally 
Team alongside regular entrants Ott Tänak and Evgeny 
Novikov. With backing from Invest in Cumbria, Britain’s 
Energy Coast Cumbria and In-Cumbria as well as on-going 
discussions with various other Cumbrian fi rms, the 25-year-
old will sport a brand-new livery which truly identifi es his 
Cumbrian roots and highlights the county’s ever-growing 

commercial prowess.
 As the only British driver in the WRC, Wilson 
has a strong track-record at his home event with its fast 
and technical gravel stages making it a fi rm favourite 
amongst drivers and spectators alike. Formerly known as 
the RAC Rally and fi rst run in 1932, Wales Rally GB is one 
of the oldest rallies in the world and one of the UK’s most 
prestigious sporting events. A popular fi xture on the WRC 
calendar since the inaugural championship in 1973, the 
tree-lined gravel stages and slippery forest roads form the 
ultimate test of man and machine.
 Never out of the top-ten on his previous fi ve 
ventures to the event, Wilson claimed fi fth position last year 
as Ford cars occupied eight of the fi rst nine places – an 
accomplishment never before achieved by a manufacturer 
in the WRC. With the home crowd behind him, Wilson will 
be out to impress and is looking to replicate his previous 

successes with another strong result on his long-awaited 
return.
 Matthew Wilson said: “It will be fantastic to get back 
to the WRC. I have been waiting for this for a long time and 
to have my return [to the championship] on my home event 
is something very special. I am very proud of my Cumbrian 
roots and to have pretty much everything on this project 
from Cumbria is fantastic. Obviously both Scott [Martin] and 
myself are Cumbrians born-and-bred, the car has been built 
here at M-Sport [in Cumbria] and to have the support of 
so many local organisations is very encouraging. Of course 
we will have a lot of work to do in the lead-up to the event. 
I’ve not competed on any gravel rallies this year and we’ll 
need to work hard to be on the pace from the off. But I am 
really looking forward to getting back [behind the wheel] and 
hopefully we can achieve the same as last year and bring 
home a good result for the British fans.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: WorldRallyPics
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Rallyday marked its twelfth edition in style on 
Saturday 18 August 18 with 2003 World Rally 
Champion Petter Solberg pulling out all the stops to 
give the fans a truly memorable day at Wiltshire’s 
Castle Combe Circuit, home of the United Kingdom’s 
premier Rally Car Show.
 Solberg is one of the most popular and fl amboyant 
characters in the FIA World Rally Championship, and visitors 
were left in no doubt as to why he is known affectionately as 
Hollywood, as he performed dozens of crowd-pleasing donuts 
in his Castrol Edge-sponsored Ford World Rally Team Fiesta 
RS WRC car.

 The Norwegian, who was one of a plethora of stars 
from the rallying world in attendance and who was making 
his Rallyday debut, was mobbed wherever he went, and he 
stayed right to the very end to bring the curtain down on 
another hugely successful edition of the annual show.
 “This is a fantastic event and there is a lot of people 
here and a lot of nice cars,” said the 37-year-old and veteran 
of more than 150 WRC events. “I must say I fi t in very well 
because I love cars and there are some very, very special 
ones here.
 “The fans at Rallyday have a lot of passion too and 
that is why it is very enjoyable. I have been signing I don’t 
know how many autographs, but it is great, and I loved 
going out on track in the Fiesta RS WRC Car - just give me a 
steering wheel and some power and I will do my job!”

 Petter was on hand too, to announce the winner 
of the Castrol Edge Search for a Rally Star competition, run 
in association with Motorsport News. Six fi nalists - namely 
Callum Atkinson, Kris Farrell, Phil Kendall, Barry Lindsay, 
Tony Lynch and Sara Williams - were invited to Castle Combe 
to take part in a series of driving and assessment tests, but 
it was Kendall who came through to win the works drive in 
a national rally with full support from M-Sport and Castrol 
Edge.
 “It is a dream come true for me,” Kendall said. “I 
put quite a lot of preparation into today. But nobody knew 
what way it was going to go. Everybody was fast. The Fiesta 
R2 is amazing to drive - it just glides over the bumps and the 
suspension is just unbelievable. Just the enjoyment of driving 
today was superb, but to win the overall prize is fantastic. I 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: RallyGallery.com/Rallyday.com

RALLYDAY 2012: RALLYDAY 2012: 
SOLBERG IMPRESSESSOLBERG IMPRESSES



can’t believe I have actually done it.”
 M-Sport Ford World Rally Team driver Ott Tanak 
meanwhile was another of the current WRC crop in 
attendance and he was on the judging panel that selected 
Kendall as the inaugural winner of the Castrol Edge Search 
for a Rally Star.
 “It has been a really interesting day. I have been 
to a couple of similar events, but it is great to be here and 
there is a lot to see and do will all these different cars,” 
Tanak said.  
 In addition, Jonny Milner, MSA British Rally 
Champion in 2002 and 2003, drove his Toyota Corolla WRC 
that took him to those two titles and the MSA National Gravel 
Rally Championship title in 2010. Milner was joined by fellow 
British Rally Champions Jimmy McRae and Russell Brookes, 
the former reunited with the DTV Chevette he campaigned 
back in 1978.
 “Rallyday is just such a great spectacle for the fans 
and the drivers,” Milner enthused. “The fact you can get up 

close to talk to everybody, the spectators can touch all these 
cars and we have got such a massive history of cars here, 
from the Group B days right up to the current Ford Fiesta RS 
WRC, is great. You can see how the cars have evolved. It is 
very fascinating to look at that - and of course see the stars 
and see them drive the cars on the track and hear those 
iconic noises again.
 “I last came here four of fi ve years ago and the 
fact it has gone on for so many years is brilliant. It just gets 
stronger and stronger. I have done the Goodwood Festival of 
Speed and there are always a few rally cars there, but it is 
not the same depth as it is here. Fair play to the organisers 
- they have brought on another cracker today and to get the 
rain to stop yesterday, I don’t know who managed to order 
that one!”  
 Other stars at the event included Phil Collins, Terry 
Kaby, Phil Mills, WRC Academy pilot John MacCrone plus 
regular Rallyday hosts, Tony Mason and Howard Davies. 
 The event spans many different rally disciplines and 

2012 was no exception. The Clubmans Rally Stage, which 
uses the perimeter road, was active all day, while Rallycross 
teams put on a head-to-head demonstration to the attending 
spectators across a mixture of Asphalt and loose surfaces 
on and off the main circuit and the AWDC (All Wheel Drive 
Club) put on two driving displays on a newly designed infi eld 
course complete with jumps which proved popular with the 
fans. Former Dakar Champion Jean-Louis Schlesser also 
made a special guest appearance at the Cooper Tires 4x4 
Rally Raid Zone, which is where the Race2Recovery team, 
that will become the fi rst team of predominantly injured 
servicemen to contest the gruelling Dakar Rally in 2013, 
offered charity rides to the public on a separate loose gravel 
stage in Dakar spec Qt Wildcats. H&H



Megan Verlaque and Hilton Auffray (BP Volkswagen Polo S1600) put Megan Verlaque and Hilton Auffray (BP Volkswagen Polo S1600) put 
on a brave performance in the Rally South Africa to fi nish sixth in on a brave performance in the Rally South Africa to fi nish sixth in 
Class S1600 after two days of competition in KwaZulu-Natal. Here Class S1600 after two days of competition in KwaZulu-Natal. Here 
the fast female racer shows her commitment in a corner with her the fast female racer shows her commitment in a corner with her 
ever-impressive smooth yet fast driving style.ever-impressive smooth yet fast driving style.
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