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START RAMP



Philippe Bugalski, the fi rst driver to win a World 
Championship rally overall in a Citroën, passed 
away on 10 August 2012 at the age of 49. Philippe 
Bugalski’s untimely death is one of those news stories 
that no team ever wishes to have to announce. The 
Frenchman from Vichy was a Citroën factory driver 
from 1998 to 2003 and always remained part of the 
team, as a test and shakedown driver for new cars 
before they were sent away on rallies.
 Yves Matton, Citroën Racing’s team principal, 
commented: “We have just lost one of our own family and 
our sadness is at the same level as everything Philippe gave 
to us: immense. We all knew him and he knew everybody. 
He was always in a good mood and loved life more than 
anybody else. That makes his sudden passing all the more 

shocking, and above all our thoughts go out to his family and 
everyone close to him. The whole of the rally community is 
mourning his loss.”
 Sébastien Loeb added: “I feel really upset by this 
tragic news. We’ve just lost somebody who was incredibly 
special. Beyond his consummate professionalism and talent, 
I will always remember his human values. ‘Bug’ was a person 
with huge spirit, who had time and warmth for everyone. We 
will all miss him.” 
 Having made his competition debut in the mid-
1980s, ‘le Petit Bug’ quickly became one of the brightest 
rising French rally stars. With his name already established 
he joined Citroën Sport at the end of 1997. He was a 
cornerstone of the development programme for the Xsara 
Kit Car, immediately winning two French Championship titles 
with it in 1998 and 1999. The 1999 season was highlighted 
by two World Championship victories in Catalunya and 
Corsica. These triumphs, plucked from under the noses of 

the four-wheel drive turbocharged World Rally Cars, would 
prove fundamental to Citroën’s decision to graduate to the 
highest level of the sport. From 2000 the team embarked 
on the development of the Xsara T4, which allowed its star 
driver to claim a third consecutive French Championship title.
 In 2001, Citroën began its fi rst World Rally 
Championship campaign with a limited four-round 
programme. Philippe was the fi rst driver to score a point with 
the Xsara WRC (on the Acropolis Rally) and acted as mentor 
to Sébastien Loeb when the future champion made his debut 
with the car in Sanremo. Philippe was part of the factory 
WRC line-up on asphalt rallies over the following seasons 
before calling time on his professional career at the end of 
2003. His passion however remained undiminished, as he 
divided his time between his horses, running the Automéca 
team, and his role as test driver for Citroën Racing.
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Halfway through the South African Rally 
Championship’s 2012 season, the country’s most 
talented rally drivers and co-drivers are set to tackle 
a brand new event on the sport’s calendar. The Rally 
South Africa, Round Five of the eight-event series, also 
excitingly serves as a candidate event for inclusion on 
the 2014 World Rally Championship’s calendar.
 Taking place in KwaZulu-Natal, the scene of the 
opening round of the season for the hugely popular Total 
Rally in March, the route winds through the spectacular 

Valley of 1,000 Hills for Day One and the high-speed forests 
near Richmond for Day Two’s action.
 Nine special stages, 185km of timed racing and 
some of the most challenging gravel roads in South Africa 
will test the bravery, determination and commitment of the 
rally crews strapped into their seats. After the thick mud 
and torrential downpour of last month’s Volkswagen Rally in 
the Eastern Cape, the hot and humid conditions enjoyed in 
KwaZulu-Natal will see high speeds, sideways action and big 
jumps to keep the enthusiastic motorsport fans enthralled.
 Day One of Rally South Africa comprises four 
stages, including a monster 38.65km stage two and a 
tight and twisty 1km super special stage at the old Durban 

Drive-in concluding the action for Section One. Five stages 
comprise Day Two’s competitive speed tests, with four in 
the slippery but fast gravel forest roads around Richmond. 
The previous day’s super special stage at Durban’s old 
Drive-in serves as the event’s fi nale after rally competitors 
have completed the 572km of total distance in their rally 
machines.
 Team Total is South Africa’s largest privateer squad, 
boasting four Toyota rally cars in two categories. Jean-Pierre 
Damseaux/Grant Martin (car #10) and Mohammed Moosa/
Andre Vermeulen (car #13) compete in the premier Class 
S2000 in Toyota’s Auris S2000 rally weapons and battle it out 
against their factory-backed rivals for the prestigious Drivers’ 
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Championship. Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (car #62) and 
daughter-and-father pairing Stefanie Botha/Willem Hugo (car 
#74) proudly fl y the Team Total livery in Class S1600 with 
Toyota RunX machines.
 Damseaux lies in sixth position on the overall 
Drivers’ Championship standings and will be aiming to return 
to the winners’ podium he visited on the Toyota Gauteng 
Dealer Rally in June. Consistent and measured driving has 
rewarded this privateer ace, but the technically challenging 
and drivers’ stages used for the Rally South Africa will bring 
his skill behind the steering wheel to the fore.
 The Toyota Auris S2000, as used by team-mate 
Moosa too, is the ideal weapon of choice for these stages. 
Moosa is also relishing the opportunity of a tackling a new 

rally on the calendar and chasing a top fi ve result this 
season. This premier Class S2000 is one of the most hotly 
contested in the world, with rally wins and podium positions 
decided by mere fractions of a second: a top ten fi nish on 
any rally is highly commendable, but Team Total’s chargers 
are inspired by victory.
 Leading the Class S1600 fi eld and the Two Wheel 
Drive Championship is the Team Total Toyota RunX S1600 
of Trott/Coetzee, and they are out to extend their lead 
at the top of the points log on Trott’s ‘home’ turf. After 
claiming Class honours on the previous round of the series, 
this event’s 185km of stages will put to the test Trott’s “Mr 
Consistency” nickname. This former Class Champion has the 
experience to outpace his rivals in their faster and newer 

machinery.
 Fresh from a determined drive in the Volkswagen 
Rally in July, Botha is aiming to score more points for Class 
S1600 and Two Wheel Drive Championship standings. 
Suffering mechanical maladies on the last round, but 
bringing her Toyota RunX S1600 to the fi nish line, her 
overall speed was hindered: on the KwaZulu-Natal stages 
she is looking to post stage times representative of the 
performance she has highlighted in 2012.
 For more information on this event and on Team 
Total, please visit http://www.total.co.za, on Facebook at 
http://wwwfacebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica and on Twitter at 
http://www.twitter.com/TotalSAfrica. H&H
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SERVICE PARK



The S2000 World Rally Championship (SWRC) took in 
the Neste Oil Finland, the fastest rally on the World 
Rally Championship’s calendar. With no less than fi ve 
crews iun the running for victory in this category, and 
a host of other Class S2000 machines vying for podim 
positions, this was a rally battle that went down to the 
fi nal stage.
 P-G. Andersson (Proton Satria Neo S2000) claimed 
the win in Jyvaskyla this past weekend, his second of the 
season.
 Andersson was running head-to-head with Craig 
Breen (Ford Fiesta S2000) all weekend, and the two crews 
were never more than 13.3 seconds apart on the leader 
board, as the drivers fought for victory in the “Finnish Grand 
Prix.”

 Just six weeks after the tragic accident in an 
Interncontinental Rally Challenge event that claimed the life 
of Breen’s co-driver Gareth Roberts, Breen and new co-driver 
Paul Nagle suffered a heavy crash in Finland on the event’s 
penultimate stage, the fi rst run of Ouninpohja. Their Ford 
Fiesta rolled several times, but the crew was uninjured. This 
handed the victory to Andersson.
 Andersson too had his share of troubles on this 
event, as did many leading SWRC crews, with driveshaft 
woes on SS16 that saw his pace slowed. His margin over the 
crews chasing him was suffi cient for him to not be worried 
about losing his lead. 
 “I really wanted to win, but when the driveshaft 
broke I thought it would be diffi cult to beat him,” said 
Andersson. “I saw he had crashed, but was out of the car 
and okay. It was a shame for him because he had done a 
fantastic job this weekend, but we really needed this victory 
because it’s been a long and diffi cult season since we won 

in Sweden. The car was running well and although we were 
not the quickest on the stages we played a clever race and it 
paid off at the end.”
 Juha Salo competed in the event alongside 
Andersson in a Proton Satria Neo S2000, and was looking 
to claim second place on his debut for the Malaysian outfi t. 
However, a mistake on SS14 damaged a rear wheel and 
dropped him behind Yazeed Al-Rajhi, and with Breen retired 
from the event Al-Rajhi was promoted to second overall and 
Salo claimed the fi nal posium position.
 Maciej Oleksowicz fi nished fourth with Finnish 
wildcard entrant Esapekka Lappi restarting after retiring from 
the lead on Day Two to take fi fth at the fi nish after setting six 
class stage wins on Day Three’s speed tests. Hayden Paddon 
was unable to restart the rally following a broken engine on 
Day Two, and now trails Andersson in the points race by six. 
The next round of the SWRC takes place on Wales Rally GB 
in September.
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Following an 11-week summer break, teams 
competing in the MSA British Rally Championship are 
back in action this weekend for Round Five, the Todds 
Leap International Rally NI. Based in Antrim, the 
event takes place on Friday 17th and Saturday 18th 
August on closed roads in the Counties of Antrim and 
Londonderry and represents the second of two asphalt 
rallies this season’s six-round BRC calendar.
 The International Rally NI forms part of the overall 
Ulster Rally, which is sponsored by Todds Leap outdoor 
activity centre. As well as hosting the MSA British Rally 
Championship, the event also features the NGK Spark Plugs 
BRC Challenge and a series of national rallies that encompass 
rounds of the Irish Tarmac Championship, the MSA British 
Historic Rally Championship and the Northern Ireland Rally 
Championship.
 The phrase ‘it’s anyone’s race’ is often over used, 
but in the battle between the BRC crews it’s not, as the 

change to a two-wheel-drive only formula this season 
has provided some of the closest ever competition in the 
Championship’s 54-year history. Out of the four rounds that 
have taken place so far, the role of honour has seen three 
different winners, with Bantry’s Keith Cronin the only driver 
to have claimed victory on more than one occasion.
 Whilst his commanding performance in Round Four 
– the Jim Clark Rally – may make him favorite for the top 
step of the BRC podium in Ulster, the Citroën DS3 driver 
accepts that it won’t be easy and his aspirations to net a 
third British title could be infl uenced next weekend. Even 
with two wins under his belt, Cronin goes to Ulster lying 
second in the championship standings, albeit just two points 
behind joint leaders, Elfyn Evans and Tom Cave.
 Whilst Cave – also driving a Citroën DS3 - has been 
a winner in the UK this season by taking a home victory on 
the Bulldog Rally of North Wales (Round Two), he has also 
tasted success overseas when he won July’s Rally of Thailand 
outright driving for Proton. For his fellow countryman Evans, 
it’s been supreme consistency of pace in his less-powerful 
Class 6 (R2 category) Ford Fiesta that has given him the 

mantle of joint-championship leader with just two rounds 
remaining.
 Evans comes to Northern Ireland fresh from his 
convincing WRC Academy victory on lthe recent Rally 
Finland, a result that sees him head the points table for 
this global series as well as the BRC. Another Fiesta driver 
and WRC Academy front-runner - who was lying second in 
Finland until a throttle problem struck – is Alastair Fisher, 
who returns to the BRC fold for his home event and will 
certainly be looking for better luck, having scored just one 
fi nish in the Championship so far this season.
 Adding his name to the list of possible Class 6 (R2) 
winners is another twice-British Champion Guy Wilks. The 
former JWRC and IRC contender returning to the BRC for the 
fi rst time since 2008 when he guest-drives Renaultsport’s 
Twingo R2 Evolution.
 Currently lying fourth in the BRC standings is Mark 
Donnelly. He be doing all he can to close the gap of 11-
points between him and the championship leaders and will 
be desperate not to experience a repeat of the misfi re that 
plagued him on the Jim Clark Rally two months ago - and 
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during last year’s Rally NI too!
 Osian Pryce is next in the points table, fi ve behind 
Donnelly and another man who is hoping to get back to his 
early-season form. Behind him is Citroën DS3 driver Jonny 
Greer. He currently shares sixth place with Carlisle Renault 
Clio driver Peter Taylor who is unable to make it to Ulster this 
year.
 There’s also a tie for eighth position currently, 
with Desi Henry hoping he can make the most of a home 
advantage in his Citroën DS3. He shares his points total 
with the highest placed Finnish driver Jukka Korhonen, the 
reigning Pirelli Star Driver hoping that he can score his fi rst 
Class 6 (R2) victory in his Skoda Fabia.
 Rounding off the top ten championship positions 
is another competitor from Finland Jarkko Nikara. Having 
challenged for the overall lead in all of this season’s four 
events, the Citroën DS3 driver’s tenth place is certainly not a 
refl ection of his pace and, due to a recent spell of bad luck, 

he is another who has opted to miss next weekend’s event.
 Moving from ones to watch in Class 5 (R3) to those 
competing in Class 6 (R2): just outside of the top ten in the 
standings - following his impressive performance on the Jim 
Clark Rally - is Fiesta driver Matthew Cathcart and is another 
that hopes a home crowd will spur him on. However, he will 
have to fend-off the challenge from the two Finnish Fiesta 
chargers Jussi Kumpumaki and Nimo-Pekka Nieminen, both 
looking for a clean run this time around following accidents 
of varying severity in Berwickshire.
 Another aiming to climb the Class 6 rankings will be 
Arron Newby, who’s Skoda Fabia has been repaired following 
its roll on the Jim Clark Rally. Pleasingly, the youngster’s 
confi dence has been somewhat restored following his third 
outright victory this year at a single-venue event. Others 
hoping to make an impression in the R2 category will be 
Ruary MacLeod and Alex Parpottas – both in Fiestas – plus 
Renault Twingo Evolution driver Chris Ingram, who showed 

good pace on asphalt last time around.
 Whilst Class 10 (R1) will be fought-out by the two 
Junior drivers of Garry Pearson (Renault Twingo) and Steve 
Røckland (Ford Fiesta), the only runner in Class 8 is Gethin 
Jones in his Fiesta ST.
 BRC organisers are pleased to report that making 
their BRC debut this weekend will be Jonny Leonard and 
Stephen Turner - both driving Ford Fiestas R2s.
 The Todds Leap International Rally NI is based 
at Antrim’s Junction 1 retail outlet park which, as well as 
providing the venue of the service area, is also the location 
for the rally’s start and fi nish. At 13h00 on Friday cars 
leave the shopping centre for a leg of six stages and 80 
competitive kilometres in the afternoon and evening, before 
returning to Antrim for the overnight halt at 21h00. A further 
eight stages totaling 115km take place on Saturday, with the 
fi nish scheduled to take place at 17h20 at Junction 1. H&H



Rally South Africa, a brand new event on the South African 
Rally Championship calendar and a candidate for a round 
of the World Rally Championship (WRC) in 2014, sees the 
country’s top exponents of the not-so-gentle art of gravel 
special stage racing returning to KwaZulu-Natal for the 
second time this season for a rally that will shake up the 
status quo in the competition.
 While the result of the recent Volkswagen Rally in 
the Eastern Cape saw a slight shuffl e among the top four in 
the National Championship, the battle for the title remains 
one of the closest in years. Just 12 points separate the 
contenders after four rounds as the second half of the season 

gets underway.
 Nine special stages, four on Friday and fi ve on 
Saturday, make up 185km of fl at-out racing in a route the 
totals 572km and takes in the magnifi cent Valley of 1,000 
Hills north-west of Durban on Friday and the Mondi forests 
near Richmond in the west on Saturday.
 Rally South Africa will be a tough test of the best, 
worthy of WRC status (a third day will be added in the 
southern KwaZulu-Natal sugar cane fi elds should South 
Africa win its bid). Apart from a 1km super special stage on 
tarmac on the site of the old Durban Drive-in to end off each 
day, all the stages are on good gravel roads. The fi rst day’s 
stages are quite technical, with average speeds between 60 
and 80km/h, while Day Two’s stages are on fast, slippery 
roads with average speeds up to 130km/h in places.

 Leading the championship after four rounds with a 
slim but signifi cant lead of three points are Volkswagen Rally 
winners Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan in a factory Castrol 
Team Toyota Auris S2000. Second are the winners of the 
opening two rounds, Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton (Sasol 
Racing Rally Ford Fiesta S2000). These two crews have 
dominated the season to date, winning 27 of the 47 stages 
run so far, with Cronje has won 16 and Gemmell 11. Both are 
seeking their fi rst overall national championship title.
 Seven points behind in third place are multiple 
former champions Jan Habig/Robert Paisley, the two veterans 
with eight national championships between them (six for 
Habig and two for Paisley) enjoying a new lease on life in 
a Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000. Jon Williams and Cobus 
Vrey, the only other rally winners this year in the second 
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Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000, are fourth in the point standings, 
two adrift of Habig/Paisley after their maiden success in the 
Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally in June.
 The Dutch/Belgian combination of Hans Weijs Jnr 
and Bjorn Degandt in a factory BP Volkswagen Polo are fi fth 
overall and also in the four-wheel drive S2000 Class. They 
have shown great pace and promise in their fi rst season in 
South Africa and are 11 points behind Habig and Paisley.
 Making up the top ten are the Team Total pairing of 
Jean-Pierre Damseaux/Grant Martin (Toyota Auris S2000), 
Charl Wilken/Greg Godrich in the second Basil Read Ford 
Fiesta S2000, Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin (BP Volkswagen Polo 
S2000), Hein Lategan/Johan van der Merwe (SAC Peugeot 
207 S2000) and twice former champions Hergen Fekken/ 
Pierre Arries (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000).
 Zulu and Peskin, competing in their fi rst season in 
the premier S2000 Class are leading the new 2012 S2000 
Challenge for older specifi cation four-wheel drive cars after 
three successive top ten fi nishes. They enjoy a 31-point 

advantage over S2000 Challenge rivals Wilro Dippenaar/
Morne du Toit (PZN Panelbeaters Toyota RunX S2000). Third 
in the Challenge are promising youngster Henk Lategan/
Barry White (Q8 Oils Volkswagen Polo S2000), on the same 
points as Dippenaar/Du Toit, after a fi ne seventh place 
overall on the Volkswagen Rally.
 Dakar Rally winner Giniel de Villiers will be making 
his KwaZulu-Natal debut and only second appearance in 
this year’s rally championship in a third Toyota Motorsport 
Auris S2000 in the colours of Imperial Toyota. He endured a 
baptism of mud and water in the Volkswagen Rally, fi nishing 
13th after a puncture on the second day dropped him out of 
the top ten.
 The Two Wheel Drive Championship for S1600 
cars is turning out to be a closely-fought battle between 
the wily and experienced KwaZulu-Natalian Craig Trott and 
co-driver Robbie Coetzee (Total Toyota RunX S1600) and a 
crop of talented youngsters. Trott/Coetzee lead Nic van der 
Westhuizen/Henry Dearlove (SA Earthworks Ford Fiesta R2) 

by ten points and are 15 clear of Matthew Vacy-Lyle/Schalk 
van Niekerk (Fragram Tools Toyota RunX S1600).
 There have been four different winners in each of 
the fi rst four rounds – Trott, Morne Janse van Rensburg (GC 
Diesel Volkswagen Polo S1600), Van der Westhuizen and 
Ashleigh Haigh-Smith (Castrol - BP Ford Fiesta R2) – and the 
title fi ght is still far from over. This is where the champions of 
the future are honing their skills and from what we’ve seen 
so far this season, the future of rallying looks very promising.
 Ford has a fi rm grip on the manufacturers’ 
championship with 390 points, 56 ahead of Toyota and 117 
better than Volkswagen. H&H
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The latest rumblings from the World Rally 
Championship is that Red Bull Media House, a division 
of the energy drinks brand, will be named promoters 
of the series.
 North One Sport was fi red from the role of 
promoter just days ahead of the start of the 2012 WRC 
season in Monte Carlo after its parent company CSI fi led for 
bankruptcy. The FIA, sport’s governing body, has reportedly 
shortlisted three candidates for the role of promoter, 
with Eurosport (the creators of the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge) and an unnamed South African company joined 
Red Bull Media House on the list, but sources within the 

sport’s inner circle have expressed that Red Bull Media House 
will be named the promoter as soon as next weekend’s WRC 
ADAC Rallye Deutschland.
 Red Bull Media House and Eurosport are giants 
in the sport marketing business, with Eurosport assisting 
the FIA and the WRC in the earlier rounds of the season, 
but it seems the strengths of Red Bull in terms of its sports 
promotion and fi nancial position has put them in the top 
spot. Red Bull, as we all know, is already involved in the 
sport as a sponsor - the Citroën Total World Rally Team and 
various drivers - and is a powerhouse in motorsport with 
links to Formula One, NASCAR, Motocross and MotoGP.
 A tremendous amount of behind-the-scenes 
wrangling will be needed to return the stabilty of the series 
to its former health. Ford of Europe has considered quitting 
the World Rally Championship once its two-year contract 

with M-Sport and the FIA runs its course in 2014. Rumour 
has it they will make their mark in the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) series, but this series too is due for a format 
change... If Ford leaves the World Rally Championship, 
Citroën will follow suit it has been reported. This will leave 
Volkswagen and BMW/MINI to play on their own. Or will they 
charge into the IRC too?
 The unnamed bid for promotership from South 
Africa is Kagiso Media Group/Mobile Alliance. We’re not 
sure of their position, or of their capabilities in motorsport 
marketing, but we hope the FIA knows more than us on this 
matter. A media force such as the Red Bull Media House will 
provide a stable base for sponsors, manufacturers to depend 
upon. As with many the world over, we look forward to the 
announcement!
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For the Finnish Grand Prix, the spiritual home of 
rallying, HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS photojournalist 
Eva Kovkova captured the essence of this event, and 

her colourful images are found on the following digital 
pages.
 This event promised high action, drama and thrilling 
entertainment, and the Neste Oil Rally Finland dished up this 
in large doses. Sebastien Loeb and Mikko Hirvonen, Citroën 
World Rally Team’s drivers, stormed to their fourth one-

two result of 2012, while Ford World Rally Team’s Jari-Matti 
Latvala and Petter Solberg were left to contemplate what 
could have been...
 Enjoy these images from HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS’ 
trip to Finland for this enthralling rally of rallies.
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The high speed jumps, blind crests and cambered sweeps of the The high speed jumps, blind crests and cambered sweeps of the 
2012 WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland did not go according to plan for 2012 WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland did not go according to plan for 
Russian Evgeniy Novikov (ALM Russia Ford Fiesta RS WRC). Here is Russian Evgeniy Novikov (ALM Russia Ford Fiesta RS WRC). Here is 
getting it sideways over a jump, but thankfully it was not vertical as getting it sideways over a jump, but thankfully it was not vertical as 
in 2009...in 2009...
Picture: Eva KovkovaPicture: Eva Kovkova

CLOSING CLOSING SHOTSHOT
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