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Hyundai is poised to return to the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC) and has this week unveiled a 
rally-ready version based on the new i20 at the Paris 
Motor Show.
 Following its withdrawal from motorsport in 
2003, Hyundai’s long-term goal was to set up an in-house 
WRC team in Europe and develop a performance rally car, 

resulting in the WRC i20’s debut in Paris.
 Mark Hall, Marketing Director at Hyundai Motor 
Europe, commented: “The World Rally Championship is 
recognised as one of the most dramatic sporting series on 
Earth. It’s a spectacle fi lled with excitement and dynamism − 
the perfect embodiment of the Hyundai brand.
 “The WRC also offers the most technologically-
diverse challenge for an automotive manufacturer. Our 
participation will demonstrate Hyundai’s engineering 
excellence and durability, and will also help to enhance our 

passenger vehicles in future,” concluded Hall.
 The company’s involvement in the sport began in 
1998, when it competed in the F2 class of the WRC for two 
seasons. In 1999 the team announced it would step up to 
the top class in 2000, rallying a fully-developed WRC car 
based on the three-door Accent, which competed until 2003.
 No further information on the manufacturer’s plans 
to enter the sport or their team structure was announced at 
the unveiling in Paris this week, but further details have been 
promised in the coming weeks.
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The leading team in the World Rally Championship 
has dropped an amazing bombshell at the Paris Motor 
Show this week, with a somewhat telling yet vague 
press release. With changes to the Citroën Total World 
Rally Team’s sponsorship and structure for 2013 and 
beyond, rally fans are left to decipher the news. Fear 
not, we still have The Loeb Show in action on a rally 
stage for a few more events yet!

Here’s the press release in its unedited form:
“Citroën Racing has outlined plans for its future involvement 

in motorsport in an announcement at the 2012 Paris Motor 
Show. Thanks to the partnership agreed with Abu Dhabi, the 
seven-time World Championship-winning team will continue 
to compete in rallying, entering three Citroën DS3 WRCs in 
2013. The works team will feature the Mikko Hirvonen/Jarmo 
Lehtinen crew for the entire season. As passionate and quick 
as ever, Sébastien Loeb/Daniel Elena will join them in a 
partial racing programme which is due to start at the Rallye 
Monte-Carlo.
 “Having competed as a works team in the FIA 
World Rally Championship since 2001, Citroën Racing has 
amassed one of the sport’s greatest competitive records, 
with seven Manufacturers‘ titles and eight Drivers’ titles for 
Sébastien Loeb and Daniel Elena. Combined with the renewal 

and upgrade the Brand’s product line-up, this period has 
contributed to the development of Citroën’s image and the 
commercial success it has enjoyed throughout the world.
 “In these tough economic times, Citroën has 
taken the view that it is essential for it to remain involved 
in motorsport in order to support its determined and 
energetic commercial approach. At the same time, it was 
equally important to fi nd a way of reducing the Brand’s 
fi nancial commitment to the team’s operating costs. “In this 
context, we are particularly proud to welcome Abu Dhabi 
on board,” commented Yves Matton, Citroën Racing Team 
Principal. “This partnership will provide us with the means of 
continuing our programme and entering three DS3 WRCs in 
2013.”
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 “After eight – possibly soon to be nine – consecutive 
world titles, Sébastien Loeb and Daniel Elena will not be 
defending their title in 2013. As quick as ever, as proven 
by the seven wins already racked up this year, the most 
successful duo in the history of the WRC still love competing, 
despite now taking this step back. They will therefore be 
taking part in a partial racing programme next year, starting 
at the legendary Rallye Monte-Carlo, which opens the 2013 
season between 15th and 20th January.
 “The team will be spearheaded next year by Mikko 
Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen, who are currently second 
in the WRC standings. “Mikko and Jarmo have now been 
totally incorporated into the team,” continued Yves Matton. 
“They have shown they have the level of performance and 
experience needed to take this fi nal step and become the 
natural leaders of our outfi t. We will be making another 

announcement in due course about the second crew that will 
compete in the absence of Seb and Daniel. A Citroën DS3 
WRC will also be entrusted to the United Arab Emirates driver 
Khaleed Al-Qassimi.”
 “In addition to a partial WRC season in 2013, 
Citroën and Sébastien Loeb continue to consider how they 
will work together in the future. Always on the lookout for 
new challenges, the Brand and its emblematic driver are 
weighing up the possibility of entering the FIA World Touring 
Car Championship (FIA WTCC) in 2014/2015. “The role of 
brand ambassador for Citroën cannot be a passive one for 
someone as driven as Sébastien. This project would give him 
the opportunity to pursue his career in track racing with the 
support of the manufacturer with which he has worked since 
his competitive debut. For Citroën, the WTCC would enable 
us to showcase Créative Technologie in major markets, 

such as China and Brazil,” explained Yves Matton. “The fi nal 
decision regarding this programme is linked to the changes 
in the FIA regulations and, obviously, the determination of 
our current and future partners to support us in this project.”
 “Before leaping ahead to this very exciting future, 
Citroën Racing is now going to focus on the Rallye de France-
Alsace (4-7 October), round 11 of the 2012 World Rally 
Championship. The Citroën Total World Rally Team can secure 
its eighth title in Strasbourg, whilst Sébastien Loeb and 
Daniel Elena have a chance to take their ninth consecutive 
title. The only crew that can stop them from doing so is no 
other than Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen!”

This press release raises more questions than it offers 
answers... Stay tuned for more information in coming articles 
right here in Handbrakes & Hairpins! H&H



Craig Breen and Paul Nagle made a splash (and apologies for the Craig Breen and Paul Nagle made a splash (and apologies for the 
pun) at the WRC Wales Rally GB, running impressive stage times pun) at the WRC Wales Rally GB, running impressive stage times 
to in their Ford Fiesta S2000. Watch this Irishman in 2013!to in their Ford Fiesta S2000. Watch this Irishman in 2013!
Picture: RallyPrint.comPicture: RallyPrint.com

IN IN FOCUSFOCUS



SERVICE PARK



The scene is set for a spectacular showdown at this 
weekend’s International Rally Yorkshire, when 2009 
and 2010 Champion Keith Cronin challenges to claim 
his third MSA British Rally Championship (BRC) title. 
If he does so, he will become only the fourth driver to 
win three times and follow in the footsteps of Jimmy 
McRae, who won it fi ve times, Roger Clark four times 
and Mark Higgins three times.
 In a year that has seen the Championship go 
through a series of changes, including the introduction of 
its innovative two-wheel-drive only formula, the sixth and 
fi nal round of 2012 signifi es the end of a landmark season 

for the BRC. It is one that has generated some of the closest 
competition and most committed driving for many years and, 
most importantly, allowed talent to shine through.
 One such rising star is Welshman Elfyn Evans, who 
has had so much success this season he won’t be appearing 
in Yorkshire. As well as jointly leading the BRC drivers’ 
standings alongside Cronin, he also leads the WRC Academy 
and therefore, with the French round taking place shortly 
after the Yorkshire event, the Ford Fiesta R2 driver will 
focus on making his mark on the world stage, rather than 
challenge for his domestic title.
 Evans’ absence hands the baton of opportunity to 
fellow Welsh competitor and winner of Round Two Tom Cave 
who, with just four points between them, is Cronin’s closest 
rival. So, with drivers able to drop the worst of their seasons’ 

six scores and the Irishman recording a DNF on Round One – 
plus BRC organisers allocating 50 percent more points for the 
fi nal round - it means the three-times winner this year will 
need to fi nish in the top eight or higher if he is to be assured 
his third BRC title.
 But, as is always the case in rallying, it’s not over 
until it’s over and the two drivers currently in third and fourth 
places, Osian Pryce and Jonny Greer, are - with 30-points up 
for grabs - mathematically still in with a chance of lifting the 
BRC crown. However, it will need Cronin or Cave to falter if 
Pryce and Greer are to yield the advantage. Either way, one 
thing is certain: the winner will be driving a Citröen DS3 R3, 
as all four heir apparents are armed with similar machinery. 
 Had he entered the fi nal round, Mark Donnelly is 
another who would have been in with a chance of the title, 
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albeit a slim one, as the Renault Clio R3 driver currently lies 
sixth in the standings. He is just ahead of Matthew Cathcart 
in seventh, who will be looking to secure second place in 
R2 (Class 6), after Evans wrapped up the category last time 
around in Ulster.
 Cathcart’s main challenge for R2 honours in 
Yorkshire will come from Jukko Korhonen, who will be 
making his fi nal outing as the Pirelli Star Driver in his Skoda 
Fabia. Sharing ninth place with the Finn in the points table 
is Desi Henry, who would admit he’s not had the best of 
seasons so far. Therefore, the Irish Citroën DS3 R3 driver will 
be aiming to fi nish on a high note and perhaps, even on the 
podium too.
 Another two Citröen drivers with a similar outlook - 

having had their fair share of ups and downs this year - will 
be Callum Black and James Grint, whereas Gethin Jones’ 
mission is to fi nish following an uncharacteristic off and 
consequent retirement – his fi rst of the year - in Ulster. If he 
does make it home on Saturday night, the Fiesta ST driver 
will secure the spoils for Class 8.
 Running behind Jones in Yorkshire - and upholding 
R1 category honours - is Norway’s Steve Røkland driving a 
Fiesta. Whilst rounding off the BRC entry, there are three 
R2 category contenders who’s stage times have shown 
they could well end the event on the Class 6 podium: Alex 
Parpottas driving a Fiesta, Chris Ingram driving a Renault 
Twingo and Arron Newby driving a Skoda Fabia.
 After two asphalt events in succession, the 

International Rally Yorkshire sees a return to gravel and 
provides the fi fth loose surface rally of the season. Starting 
from Scarborough sea front, the BRC drivers, co-drivers 
and their cars will assemble on West Pier for an autograph 
session at 17h00 before crossing the start line at 18h00 on 
Friday evening.
 Crews will then tackle a stage through Dalby 
Forest in darkness before returning to Scarborough for the 
overnight halt. A further fi ve stages take place on Saturday 
in the forests across the North Yorkshire Moors, before the 
fi rst car fi nishes on West Pier at 16h55 – and where the 2012 
British Rally Champions will spray the champagne! H&H



The Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) completes 
its four-event tour of Eastern Europe with its fi rst visit 
to Bulgaria for the Mabanol Sliven Rally this weekend.
 Using all-asphalt stages in mountains around 
Sliven, 300km east of Bulgaria’s capital Sofi a, the event is a 
mainstay of the Bulgarian national Championship and part of 
the FIA European Rally Cups.
 Traditionally attracting thousands of fans, Day One 
of this year’s rally features nine stages over a competitive 
distance of 131.93km and is a made up of a superspecial 
stage around Sliven’s Hadji Dimitar Stadium on Friday night 
plus four repeated stages in mountains overlooking the city 
on Saturday.
 Day Two consists of four standalone tests over 
65.39km of competitive running with the fi nish scheduled for 
14h00 on Sunday.
 The Mabanol Sliven Rally represents an intriguing 
prospect for IRC regulars and newcomers to the all-
action series alike. With the bulk of the stages based in 
mountainous areas, altitudes range from 250 metres to 1100 

metres above sea level with some runs featuring an altitude 
variation of 600m. Two legendary downhill tests, Bulgarka 
and Stara Reka, are back on the itinerary for the fi rst time in 
20 years. The challenge facing the crews is increased due to 
the changing grip levels they will encounter on the asphalt 
roads.
 Having done the bulk of the winning in Sliven since 
2002, the battle for victory on the Mabanol-backed event, 
a new addition to the IRC for 2012, is set to be between 
Bulgarian aces Krum Donchev and Dimitar Iliev. Iliev claimed 
victory in Sliven last season in a Skoda Fabia S2000, while 
fi rst place for Donchev this year would mark the fi rst for a 
Peugeot 207 S2000 in the IRC in 2012. However, both will 
have to fend off the threat posed by Yağiz Avci, who scored 
his maiden IRC win on the previous round in Ukraine at the 
wheel of an M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000. Petar Gyoshev is 
another Peugeot 207 driver in action in Sliven.
 Having climbed to within touching distance of title 
leader Andreas Aigner with IRC Production Cup victory in 
Ukraine, Renault Mégane RS driver Robert Consani will 
be aiming to make more progress in Bulgaria, particularly 
with Aigner not nominating the Sliven event as one of his 
scheduled appearances in 2012. Marco Tempestini also 

impressed on the previous round in Yalta with third place 
in Class in his Subaru Impreza R4 STI. Like Consani, the 
Romanian will be in contention for the win. Local driver 
Plamen Staykov will be a contender in his R4-specifi cation 
Ralliart Mitsubishi Lancer, while Todor Slavov will also be 
capable of mounting a challenge for top spot providing he 
can complete his deal to drive a Renault Mégane RS, which is 
eligible for IRC Production Cup and IRC 2WD Cup points.
 After skipping the last two rounds in Czech Republic 
and Ukraine, 2010 IRC 2WD Cup winner Harry Hunt is 
back in action for his Sliven Rally debut. The Briton tops 
the standings in his Citroën DS3 R3T and will be expecting 
strong opposition from Robert Consani – who is eligible for 
IRC Production Cup and IRC 2WD Cup points – and Estonian 
Martin Kangur in a Honda Civic Type R. Bulgarian Renault 
pilot Todor Slavov will be among the favourites for Class 
victory, while Ekaterina Stratieva is the IRC’s leading female 
driver and will impress on home soil. Other drivers to watch 
include Turkey’s Murat Bustanci, in an M-Sport Ford Fiesta 
R2, Romanian Vlad Cosma and Hungarian Renault Clio R3 
ace Menya Krózser.
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After their success in the recent Toyota Cape Dealer 
Rally in the Western Cape, Johnny Gemmell and 
Carolyn Swan (Castrol Team Toyota Auris S2000) 
regained the lead in the 2012 South African Rally 
Championship.
 With two wins under their belts in the six events 
run so far, they now have 128 points and enjoy a narrow 
fi ve-point lead over Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton, winners of 
three rounds in their Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000, with just two 
rounds of the championship remaining.
 Jon Williams/Cobus Vrey in the second Sasol Ford 
have moved up to third with 95 points after displacing former 
champions Jan Habig/Robert Paisley (Basil Read Ford Fiesta 
S2000), who missed the last round because Habig was 
competing in the World Rally Championship’s Wales Rally GB. 
Habig/Paisley are just four points adrift.
 There are a maximum of 50 points on offer in the 
fi nal two rounds, which means that the 2012 champions will 
come from the four top S2000 four-wheel drive crews in the 
current point standings.
 Just nine points cover the next four drivers. Charl 

Wilken (Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000) has 76 points and is 
followed by Jean-Pierre Damseaux (Team Total Toyota Auris 
S2000) on 72, former champion Enzo Kuun (BP VW Polo 
S2000) with 70 and Gugu Zulu (BP VW Polo S2000), who has 
67 points.
 Dutch competitor Hans Weijs Jnr is ninth with 59 
points and Hein Lategan (SAC Diesel Peugeot 207 S2000) 
makes up the top ten with 56 points.
 In the co-drivers’ championship Grant Martin, 
Damseaux’s co-driver, is fi fth ahead of Kuun’s co-driver Guy 
Hodgson, Zulu’s co-driver Carl Peskin, Wilken’s co-driver 
Greg Godrich, who missed a round when his wife had a baby, 
Weijs’ Belgian co-driver Bjorn Degandt and Lategan’s co-
driver Johan van der Merwe.
 Zulu/Peskin lead the S2000 Challenge for older 
specifi cation four-wheel drive cars with 90 points from 
Namibians Wilro Dippenaar/Morne du Toit (PZN Panelbeaters 
Toyota RunX S2000) with 62 points and teenager Henk 
Lategan and Barry White (Q8 Oils VW Polo S2000) with 48 
points.
 With a different scoring system for the Classes, 
Gemmell/Swan lead S2000 from Cronje/Houghton by just 
two points, 37 to 35, with Habig/Paisley on 19, Williams/Vrey  
on 17 and Kuun/Hodgson on 13.

 Trademark consistency sees the experienced 
multiple former champion Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (Team 
Total Toyota RunX S1600) with 101 points successfully 
defending their lead in the Two Wheel Drive Championship 
for S1600 cars. Second in the drivers’ championship is 
Ashley Haigh-Smith (Castrol Ford Fiesta R2) with 77 points 
and third is Matthew Vacy-Lyle (Fragram Tools Toyota RunX 
S1600) with 68 points.
 Second in the co-drivers’ championship is Kes 
Naidoo with 76 points. Naidoo usually co-drives for Tjaart 
Conradie (Galvadip Toyota Auris S1600), who missed the last 
round because his wife was having a baby, and partnered 
Haigh-Smith instead.
 Trott/Coetzee lead the S1600 class championship 
with 27 points. Haigh-Smith and Naidoo are second with 
17 points and Morne Janse van Rensburg/Rikus Fourie (GC 
Diesel VW Polo S1600) are third with 15 points.
 Ford leads the manufacturers’ championship with 
568 points from Toyota with 534 points. Volkswagen is third 
with 394 points.  
 The next round of the championship is the 
Polokwane Rally in Limpopo on 5 - 7 October.
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H&H: Hello Antoine, and welcome to Handbrakes & 
Hairpins. You’ve had an impressively successful string 
of season performances. This year the competition in 
the Canadian Rally Championship (CRC) and the Rally 
America (RA) series is hotter than it has been in many 
years. How do you see the rest of your 2012 season 
pan out?
Antoine: The competition in the CRC and in RA has been 
really tough for several years now, including this year. David 
Higgins has always been very tough competition and makes 
me raise my game; Ken Block is doing several events with 
his WRC car: he’s very competitive and has a tough machine 
to beat; Pat Richard and I have been battling hard with each 

other for years now; and, Leo Ulrichich is doing all twelve 
events in North America and is getting faster as he gets 
more experience.
H&H: In 2011 you claimed numerous rally victories, 
in Canada and the USA, to be awarded the North 
American Rally Championship trophy. What’s been 
your key to success in 2010, 2011 and 2012?
Antoine: It’s a tough one to answer and it’s hard to single 
any one thing out! We have a great package - a good car, 
great mechanics, good chemistry in the car... and it all seems 
to work well together.
H&H: Contesting two different series over large 
geographic distances is a logistical triumph in itself. 
Your team must be have clocked up some serious 
mileage, and have servicing your Lancer down to a fi ne 
art...

Antoine: With only one competition car, logistics can be 
a nightmare at times, especially when the Canadian and 
Rally America Championships hold events on back-to-back 
weekends! The tightest time frame we have in the year 
gives us 4 days to travel 4,000km between rallies, and that 
includes car re-prep time! John Buffum and our other two 
mechanics have it down to a science: it takes good planning, 
little sleep, and mindful driving during the rallies so as to not 
create any extra work for the boys!
H&H: What has been your favourite rally in 2012 thus 
far and why? And what rally has been your favourite in 
your career so far? 
Antoine: So far, in 2012, the rally that stands out for me is 
STPR. We had some challenging issues on the Friday, had to 
get an engine brought up from the shop eight hours away in 
Vermont and swapped overnight with just enough time for us 
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to re-start the rally on Saturday. We had time to make up in 
order to regain the lead, and we eventually won! 
 I also can’t go on without highlighting the fact that 
we set a new stage record on Concord Pond at NEFR in July - 
that felt good after Ken Block’s longstanding stage record! 
 As for the favourite rally in my career, it’s hard to 
nail down just one. Last year both David and I DNF’d the 
fi rst rally of the year. The second one, 100 Acre Wood, was 
a clean fi ght for us both and it felt good to come out on top. 
Rallye Baie-des-Chaleurs has really awesome roads that 
I love, but I’ve won Rallye Defi  a record six times so that 
obviously has a special place in my heart.
H&H: When did you start rallying? What was your fi rst 
rally car? And what is your favourite rally car? 
Antoine: After doing a couple of rally sprints, I did my fi rst 
rally on snow and ice at the 1995 Rallye de Quebec. My fi rst 
rally car was a little RWD Toyota Corolla GTS: it’s a great car 
to learn in and REALLY fun to drive. I’ve loved all of my rally 

cars and Libra Racing does a great job at building amazing 
cars for me, but if I could snap my fi ngers and have any car 
it would be either a Peugeot T16 Group B or an Audi Sport 
Quattro Group B.  
H&H: With the competition getting faster and the 
action getting closer, what do you think you’ll need to 
do to stay ahead of the chasing pack?
Antoine: Again, it’s not an easy question to answer. We 
always need to work hard and keep doing what we do well, 
without getting complacent. Personally, I have to stay fi t, and 
try to not get too old too fast!
H&H: What has been your most enthralling fi ght in 
a rally, the one you’ll remember longest and most 
fondly? 
Antoine: I’ve had really tight/fun battles over the years with 
Travis Pastrana, Niall McShea, and others, but most recently 
2011 was a year of big fi ghts. At Rocky Mountain Rally we 
ended up plowing snow all rally in horrible conditions and 

climbed back to start the last stage just over one second 
ahead of Pat Richard. We took a few more seconds on stage 
and came away with the win. Less than a week later, we lost 
a 220km battle to Higgins by 1.3 seconds. You win some, 
you lose some...
H&H: The Europeans have all but seemingly 
abandoned the Group N vehicles for “kit cars” like 
the Super 2000 machinery. Imagine these screaming 
around your Canadian forests...
The open class rally cars we’re using in North America are 
very fast cars and I love them, but yeah it would defi nitely 
be cool to be able to try an S2000 car. 
H&H: As a privateer, you need to work harder yet 
more effi ciently than your factory-backed rivals. What 
secrets/tips have you learned?
Even if I don’t really want to think about it, the fact that I 
own my car is something that’s always in the back of my 
mind. If I hurt the car, I’m the one who pays. It’s not easy to 



compete on what is sometimes a very tight budget, but one 
thing I learned is that you have to surround yourself with the 
right people. We’re a small private team compared to our 
factory-backed competitors, but all of our team members 
are very passionate and extremely hard working. I do more 
than just driving; Nathalie does more than just co-driving. 
Everybody on the team makes extra sacrifi ces and at the end 
of the day, it pays off in dividends.
H&H: In comparison with the sport in Europe, 
Canada and USA has yet to embrace it in the same 
way. Handbrakes & Hairpins fi nds the CRC and Rally 
America amongst the most exciting and entertaining 
in the world. What needs to be done to draw more 
crowds to the stages? And, more importantly, to enter 
events in their own rally machines? 
Antoine: We defi nitely have very exciting championships 
here in Canada and the US, with top quality drivers. 
Popularity has grown over the more recent years and I think 

we need to continue to do webcasts and internet-based 
promotion, but it would also be great if Rally America had 
a well-produced TV show that airs on a top-ranking station, 
like we do for the Canadian series. 
H&H: The rally week is usually a busy affair of recce, 
media and testing. How do you fi nd the space and time 
to focus on the rally on the weekend? Do you have 
any superstitions (little things you must do every time 
before you climb into the rally car)?
Antoine: It’s usually a tiring week, especially with the travel 
and sometimes a time-change, but I always make sure I 
have time to workout, to go over in-car videos, and to do 
whatever Nath or the guys need me to attend to in order 
for everything to go as smoothly as possible during the 
competition. All that makes in sort that I’m in ‘rally-mode’ for 
a couple of days before the race starts and it helps keep me 
focused. As for superstitions, I can’t say that I really have 
any. 

H&H: How do you describe the feeling you have in the 
rally car when you are in a perfect rhythm?
Antoine: When everything is perfectly in sync (my driving, 
Nathalie’s co-driving, the car, the notes), we fi nish a stage 
and we know we’ve set a good time. It obviously feels great!
H&H: What do you think it is that makes you so fast 
in the rally car? How do you think you can go even 
faster?
Antoine: Experience certainly plays a key role and making 
good notes is a huge factor in terms of precision and 
commitment; I’ve been working hard on that for several 
years now. Everything and everyone has to be dialed in.
H&H: What do you do to keep your “rally eye” in 
shape?
Antoine: I’m lucky that I get to do 12 rallies per year so 
that, and a little bit of testing before most rallies, keeps me 
sharp. Outside of the car, I workout a lot to keep fi t, which is 
important to me and I think it helps keep us competitive. H&H



It was a bitter retirement for Matteo Gamba at the 
recent Rally San Marino di Castrozza. At the start of 
the second leg of this Italian event, his Peugeot 207 
S2000 would not start and the engine was dead. In 
seeking the cause for Gamba’s non-start, he and his 
technicians noticed that the car’s ECU wires were cut. 
The police were immediately informed, along with the 
event’s offi cials.

 This is the statement released by the CSAI 
regarding the matter: “Matteo Gamba, due to an act of 
sabotage to his car on the night inside the overnight parc 
fermè, could not take off for the second leg of the 32nd Rally 
San Martino di Castrozza and Primiero.”
 Gamba was forced to retire while fi rst in the 
classifi cation for privateer drivers and third overall in the 
Championship standings, just behind the two offi cial Peugeot 
and Skoda crews. Gamba’s effort and results achieved during 
this year’s Championship are now compromised, and it is 
the foremost reason as to why he has decided to end his 

season early to avoid taking part in the fi nal two rounds, the 
Sanremo and Costa Smeralda rallies.
 In relation to this matter, ACI-CSAI decided to send 
all the documents to the Federal Prosecutor’s Offi ce prior to 
the opening of an offi cial investigation into the incident. ACI-
CSAI is naturally available to the judiciary so that both shed 
light on this serious incident.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Matteo Gamba Racing

MATTEO GAMBA SHOCKS:MATTEO GAMBA SHOCKS:
CALLS IT QUITS FOR 2012CALLS IT QUITS FOR 2012

H&H



The Service Park of any rally in any country in any series is pretty The Service Park of any rally in any country in any series is pretty 
much the same: hard-working technicians repairing and fi ne-tuning much the same: hard-working technicians repairing and fi ne-tuning 
a rally car’s setup while the driver and co-driver grab refreshments a rally car’s setup while the driver and co-driver grab refreshments 
and strategise for the next loop of stages. Also, a great opportunity and strategise for the next loop of stages. Also, a great opportunity 
to scope out the competition.to scope out the competition.
Picture: IRC SeriesPicture: IRC Series
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