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send your e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email 
addresses are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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The countdown to the arrival of the much-anticipated Volkswagen The countdown to the arrival of the much-anticipated Volkswagen 
Polo R WRC is now down to weeks. The world of motorsport waits Polo R WRC is now down to weeks. The world of motorsport waits 
to witness the pace and speed of this machine in competition. Will to witness the pace and speed of this machine in competition. Will 
Sebastien Ogier claim victory in the car’s fi rst competitive season? Sebastien Ogier claim victory in the car’s fi rst competitive season? 
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The World Motor Sport Council met last week and 
resolved matters for the FIA. It was decided that The 
Sportsman Media Group and Red Bull Media House 
will become the new global Promoter of the FIA World 
Rally Championship (WRC) from 2013 and beyond.
 According to the FIA’s press release, this role 
requires that the “Promoter will be responsible for investing 
and developing the WRC with a view to increasing its profi le, 
reputation and commercial value. In particular, the Promoter, 
working in close collaboration with the FIA, will be focused 
on introducing live television and an innovative digital media 
strategy in the next years.” 

 Also decided was that WRC Teams competing in the 
2013 WRC will now only need to contest ONE non-European 
event. WRC Teams will still need to nominate and take part 
in a minimum of seven events.
 It went further to state: “To limit costs and 
encourage participation, from 2013 the use of the latest 
evolution of parts homologated by manufacturers will not 
be mandatory for WRC cars entered by drivers not scoring 
points in the Manufacturers’ Championship. This also applies 
to all cars in the S2000 category with a 1.6L turbo engine.”
 Additionally, the structure of the support 
championships has been revised to refl ect the interests 
and demands of the competitors. From 2013, the current 
Championship for S2000 cars will be replaced by the WRC-2 
Championship including cars with four-wheel drive (R5, R4 

and S2000). A specifi c cup for cars in the Group N category 
will also form part of the FIA WRC-2 Championship, and titles 
for teams, drivers and co-drivers will be awarded to those 
who have scored the most points in six of the seven events 
in which they have taken part. The current Production Car 
World Rally Championship will be replaced by the FIA WRC-3 
Championship, including Group R cars with two-wheel drive 
(R3, R2 and R1). Titles for teams, drivers and co-drivers will 
be awarded to those who have scored the most points in fi ve 
of the six events in which they have taken part. To boot, the 
current FIA WRC Academy will be renamed the FIA Junior 
WRC Championship.
 Also discussed and decided for WRC is that, for 
safety reasons and therefore with immediate effect, each 
crew that is entered with a WRC car is permitted to use a 
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route note car on asphalt events. 

The 2013 FIA World Rally Championship calendar is 
confi rmed as follows:
20 Jan - Rallye Monte Carlo
10 Feb - Rally Sweden
10 Mar - Rally Mexico
14 Apr - Rallye de Portugal
05 May - Rally Argentina
02 Jun - Acropolis Rally
23 Jun - Rally d’Italia
04 Aug - Rally Finland
TBC - Rallye Deutschland
15 Sep - Rally Australia
06 Oct - Rallye de France
27 Oct - Rally de España
17 Nov - Rally of Great Britain

The rest of the press release carried important information 
in terms of the governing body’s aims to strengthen regional 
rallying championships: 
“As part of the FIA’s commitment to strengthen the regional 
rally championships and implement a global strategy for the 
sport, the WMSC approved the principle of the appointment 
of Eurosport Events Limited as the Promoter of the FIA 
European Rally Championship from 2013 for a period of 10 
years. Eurosport Events’ commitment will ensure the series 
is televised and promoted in all mediums.
  “To encourage more competitors to participate, cars 
with national homologations will be permitted to take part in 
FIA African, Asia-Pacifi c, Middle East, NACAM and CODASUR 
Championship events. To address safety requirements, 
National Technical Regulations will be linked to the FIA’s 
Appendix J and the FIA Technical Department will be 

responsible for performance equity.
 “The homologation period for certain cars has 
been extended to 31 December 2016, subject to safety 
requirements, and the WMSC has confi rmed that Group T3 
cars are permitted to participate in the Middle East Rally 
Championship, with the exception of the rally in Lebanon, the 
only asphalt rally in the series.
 “In the interests of safety, the specifi cation of 18” 
Tarmac tyres used in regional rallies and in international 
rally series will be modifi ed. From 2013, these tyres, which 
are closer in specifi cation to road tyres and the same as 
those used in the FIA World Rally Championship, will have 
one tread pattern and will provide reduced grip in corners, 
allowing cars to slide more progressively.” H&H



Marco Tempestini and his Subaru Impreza R4 have proven Marco Tempestini and his Subaru Impreza R4 have proven 
sensational in the IRC in 2012, adn the R4-spec Subaru is gaining sensational in the IRC in 2012, adn the R4-spec Subaru is gaining 
in speed at the hands of various drivers in the 2012.in speed at the hands of various drivers in the 2012.
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SERVICE PARK



A dramatic end to a landmark season culminated in 
Keith Cronin becoming MSA British Rally Champion 
for the third time this past weekend, at the end of 
the sixth and fi nal round, the International Rally 
Yorkshire. By fi nishing in third place, he and co-driver 
Marshall Clarke had achieved their goal of claiming the 
2012 Drivers’ and Co-drivers’ titles.
 Ahead of them on the event, a rally-long battle 
between Tom Cave/Craig Parry and Osian Pryce/Iestyn 
Williams could not have been closer, when the fi nal results 
revealed that after 11.07 competitive kilometres and six 
stages in the forests over the North Yorkshire Moors, their 
times were exactly the same.
 Organisers therefore invoked the tie-break rule of 
“fastest on the fi rst stage,” which meant that Cave/Parry 
were declared the winners by one-tenth of a second.
 It was the closest ever fi nish in the 54-year 

history of the BRC and one that epitomised the closeness 
of the competition throughout the season, which has been 
a hallmark of the two-wheel-drive only format that was 
introduced this year.
 This past weekend’s International Rally Yorkshire 
featured a four-way battle for the Championship. Cronin/
Clarke were favourites, starting four points ahead of Cave/
Parry - who were yet to drop a round - and, with 50 percent 
more points available for season fi nale, the Irishmen had to 
fi nish eighth or higher to claim the title.
 Pryce/Williams and Jonny Greer/Gordon Noble 
were also mathematically capable of claiming the title, but 
would have to rely on others having problems if they were to 
secure the ultimate accolade.
 The event began on Friday evening with a 
ceremonial start on Scarborough’s West Pier, before crews 
made their way to the fi rst stage: a 25.73km run through 
Dalby Forest in the dark. And, with conditions extremely 
slippery due to the heavy rain earlier in the week, all of the 
BRC crews had a story to tell when they entered the service 

halt before the overnight halt.
 Emerging from SS1 with a slender 0.1 second lead 
were Cave/Parry, who reported a temporary visit to a ditch 
6km into the stage. Just behind were Pryce/Williams, who 
also spoke of a few heart-stopping moments as their car’s 
brake pedal intermittently went to the fl oor.
 Cronin/Clark also had a torrid time in SS1. After 
traversing the water-splash near the start of the stage, their 
Citroën’s windscreen misted up and, from then on, Cronin 
admitted he lost his rhythm and consequently ended the day 
in third, 14 seconds behind the leaders.
 Greer/Noble’s title hopes took a turn for the worse 
when they saw their Citroën’s left-front wheel go past the 
car, after all four wheel-studs sheared when accelerating 
out of a slow corner 1.6km before the end of the stage. 
Thankfully, with no damage done, they were able to continue 
on Saturday running under SuperRally rules.
 Even before the fi rst stage – in fact at the 
ceremonial start – the Citroën crew of Callum Black/Paul 
Wakely had problems, when their car wouldn’t start and they 
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had to be pushed across the line. Fortunately, they managed 
to fi x what transpired to be an electrical problem and were 
able to continue. However, their weekend was still better 
than that of James Grint/Craig Drew, who had to withdraw 
their entry after getting stuck in deep fl oods when setting 
up their spot lamps in a narrow Yorkshire lane on Thursday 
evening.
 In contrast, Matthew Cathcart/James Morgan had a 
clean run through SS1 to hold an impressive fourth place and 
the lead of the R2 (Class 6) category in their Fiesta. Second 
of the R2s at this point was the Finnish paring of Jukka 
Korhonen/Marko Salminen, who considered themselves lucky 
to not have lost more time when they were caught out in the 
slippery conditions. Campaigning the Pirelli Star Driver Skoda 
Fabia for the fi nal time this season, they slid off the road 
and spent the next 20 seconds getting it pointed in the right 
direction.
 Saturday’s itinerary included fi ve stages, with the 

morning comprising two 10km runs through Gale Rigg, 
followed by 15.4km through Cropton. Cave/Parry improved 
their position by three seconds on SS2, then a further 
05 seconds on SS3, but then Pryce/Williams went fastest 
through SS4 and reduced the margin to 5.2 seconds at the 
lunchtime service halt.
 Cronin/Clarke were still third, with the Irish driver 
admitting he was fi nding it diffi cult not to drive faster, but 
knew very well the job he had to do with just two stages to 
go. Desi Henry/Barry McNulty were fairing far better than 
they had done the previous evening and were now up to 
fourth in their Citroën DS3.
 Also making up for lost time were Korhonen/
Salminen, who had passed Cathcart/Morgan to take fi fth 
overall and lead Class 6 (R2), with Cathcart now focussed 
on a fi nish and scoring maximum points in the FordFiesta 
SportTrophy.
 Black/Wakely were pleased that they had no 

recurring electrical problems and, with their car running 
better than ever they were in seventh, followed by the 
Norwegian crew of Steve Røkland/Kim Hjalmarsen who were 
eighth in their Ford Fiesta.
 With just two stages to go the Championship title 
was now Cronin/Clarke’s to lose, but with Pryce/Williams and 
Cave/Parry locked in battle for the glory of winning the fi nal 
round and the very attractive prize of €10,000 for being the 
Citroën Junior Champion, it was no holds barred. Driving on 
the limit, Cave/Parry pushed hard on SS6 – another 25.73km 
run through Dalby Forest – but in doing so clipped a bank 
and bent their car’s rear suspension. This meant Pryce/
Williams emerged from the stage in the lead by 8.8 seconds 
ahead of Cave/Parry, with Cronin/Clarke a further 17 seconds 
behind and still third.
 It was therefore all down to the sixth stage of 
the rally - and the fi nal stage of the year: a 23.24km run 
through Langdale Forest. Cave/Parry braced themselves for H&H



the big push and, following a supreme effort - amazingly - 
they went through the stage exactly 8.8 seconds faster than 
Pryce/Williams which mean both crews fi nished the event on 
equal times. Although nothing short of remarkable, the same 
thing happened on a BRC round in 2006, when Mark Higgins 
and Rory Galligan recorded a dead-heat on the Jim Clark 
Rally.
 To resolve these situations, organisers refer to the 
tie-break regulation that states that the fastest time on 
the fi rst stage will be taken into consideration. In this case, 
the advantage swung to Cave/Parry by just 0.1 second and 
provided the Welshmen with their second BRC victory of the 
year. Although left wondering what might have been, Pryce/
Williams remained philosophical and admitted that they were 
still pleased to fi nish in second place.
 But for Cronin/Clarke third was a perfect result, 
as they had achieved what they had set out to do and were 
both delighted - and relieved - to have made it to the fi nish 

to become 2012 MSA British Rally Champions. They fi nished 
the season on 102 points, with Cave/Parry second on 94 and 
Pryce/Williams third on 87.
 Henry/McNulty were another crew pleased to have 
ended the event on a positive note by crossing the line in 
fourth place. But Henry was even more pleased when he 
found out that he had been nominated as the fi nal driver 
to go through to the Pirelli Star Driver shoot-out, which will 
award its winner with a prize drive in a Citroën DS3 in next 
year’s BRC.
 Korhonen was also happy with the outcome of his 
weekend, as last year’s Pirelli Star Driver winner rounded off 
his last ever event driving the Skoda Fabia by winning R2 
(Class 6) and fi nishing fi fth overall. Black/Wakely ended their 
rally in sixth, after overhauling Cathcart/Morgan – who were 
second of the R2 runners - on the penultimate stage.

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) T. Cave/C. Parry
       Citroën DS3 R3 - 01h 06m 21.4s
02) O. Pryce/I. Williams
       Citroën DS3 R3 + 00.0s
03) K. Cronin/M. Clarke
       Citroën DS3 R3T + 29.3s
04) D. Henry/B. McNulty
       Citroën DS3 + 47.2s
05) J. Korhonen/M. Salminen
       Skoda Fabia R2 + 02m 07.3s
06) C. Black/P. Wakely
       Citroën DS3 R3T + 02m 17.6s
07) M. Cathcart/J. Morgan
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 02m 42.6s
08) S. Rokland/K. Hjalmarsen
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 02m 53.5s
09) A. Parpottas/J. Aldridge
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 05m 13.4s
10) G. Jones/K. Devine
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 05m 43.7s



Dimitar Iliev, in a Skoda Fabia S2000, has made it 
seven different winners in this season’s all-action 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) with victory 
on the Mabanol Sliven Rally in Bulgaria this past 
weekend, his sixth on the high-speed asphalt event.
 The multiple national champion took the lead on 
Day One morning’s opening stage and held off a spirited 
charge from Peugeot 207 S2000 pilot Petar Gyoshev to take 
fi rst place by a margin 11.2 seconds following 13 asphalt 
stages. He becomes the fi rst driver from Bulgaria to win a 
round of the IRC. Robert Consani claimed the honours in 
the IRC Production Cup for Renault with Subaru pilot Stoyan 
Apostolov in second place. Todor Slavov secured the IRC 
2WD Cup for the French manufacturer ahead of Honda’s 
Martin Kangur and M-Sport Ford runner Murat Bostanci.
  “I’m very happy because I never did so good result 

on an IRC round and it sounds good to be the fi rst Bulgarian 
winner in the IRC,” said Iliev. “I drove very carefully and 
even though I was not always the fastest this was the right 
decision because it was more important to fi nish. This is one 
of my favourite rallies.”
 Behind Gyoshev, Krum Donchev snatched the fi nal 
podium spot from Todor Slavov on Day Two’s second test and 
held on despite a spin on the fi nal stage leaving his Peugeot 
with slight front-end damage. Slavov, meanwhile, secured 
a resounding victory in the IRC 2WD Cup in his Renault Clio 
R3, a performance that earned him the coveted Colin McRae 
IRC Flat Out Trophy.
 “The stages were a little bit too diffi cult for a two-
wheel-drive car, they were quite slippery and uphill and it 
was not possible to fi ght against the more powerful cars,” 
said Slavov. “Fourth place was the best possible result for 
this car so we are happy with that. To win the Colin McRae 
award is very special. He was my idol and I have no words to 
describe my feelings right now.”

 Yağiz Avci, the winner of the previous IRC round in 
Yalta, fi nished fi fth in his M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 after 
reporting a minor fuel pump issue. The reigning Turkish 
champion could have been fourth but for a 20 second penalty 
incurred following a timing miscalculation on Day One.
 Martin Kangur rounded out his IRC 2WD Cup 
campaign in his Catwees Honda Racing Civic Type R in a 
strong sixth place after Menya Krózser stopped his Clio R3 
with a reported technical fault on SS12. The Hungarian had 
been more than one minute clear of the Estonian teenager 
starting the fi nal day.
 Murat Bostanci, from Turkey, impressed in 
seventh place in his R2-specifi cation Fiesta with Robert 
Consani eighth at the wheel of a Renault Mégane and 
top IRC Production Cup fi nisher after a puncture delayed 
Georgi Vasilev on SS11. Despite moving to the top of the 
standings in both the IRC Production Cup and IRC 2WD Cup, 
Frenchman Consani said afterwards that a persistent power 
problem meant he couldn’t gain any satisfaction from his 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Newspress

IRC SLIVEN RALLY: IRC SLIVEN RALLY: 
SEVEN DIFFERENT SEVEN DIFFERENT 
WINNERS IN 2012WINNERS IN 2012



otherwise successful Sliven debut due to the fact his ultimate 
speed was masked throughout.
 With ninth and tenth place Citroën drivers Anton 
Titov and Ekaterina Stratieva not eligible for overall IRC 
points, Stoyan Apostolov took ninth-placed points in his 
Subaru Impreza with Turk Buğra Banaz next up. Other 
notable fi nishers included Taiwanese Yuan-Hu Lin, who took 
his Clio R3 to 18th place, and Turkish female driver Simin 
Biçakçioglu who completed the event one place ahead of 16-
year-old Bulgarian Mihail Simeonov, who is believed to be the 
youngest IRC competitor in the six-year history of the series. 
 With an advantage of more than one minute over 
Robert Consani after 10 stages, Georgi Vasilev was on course 
for his maiden IRC Production Cup victory, particularly with 
a down-on-power engine plaguing Consani. But a disastrous 
SS11, when he suffered a spin following a puncture, left him 
out of contention and ensured a second consecutive victory 
for the determined Consani, who now moves to the top of 
the title standings in his Renault Mégane RS. Subaru Impreza 

driver Stoyan Apostolov scored two stage wins on his way to 
second place in the category. Marco Tempestini, one of the 
favourites for victory before the start, retired following an oil 
leak on his Impreza R4 STI on Day One.
 Todor Slavov snatched the IRC 2WD Cup lead 
on SS2 and never looked back as he raced to a dominant 
victory in his Renault Clio R3, going fastest in class on 12 of 
the 13 stages. Honda’s Martin Kangur impressed in second 
place after Menya Krózser retired his Clio on SS12. Murat 
Bostanci was the leading M-Sport Ford Fiesta pilot home in 
third. Harry Hunt’s bid to make up for the extensive time loss 
he suffered when he got beached on Day One ended when 
he crashed heavily into trees on SS11. Although Hunt was 
uninjured, his co-driver Robbie Durant was been taken to 
hospital in Plodiv for surgery on a back injury although he is 
expected to make a full recovery. Hunt’s failure to score and 
Robert Consani’s capture of fourth means the Renault driver 
now heads the IRC 2WD Cup table.

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) D.Iliev/Y. Yanakiev 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 - 01h 48m 58.7s
02) P. Gyoshev/D. Spasov 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 11.2s
03) K. Donchev/P. Yordanov 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 03m 25.3s
04) T. Slavov/D. Filipov 
       Renault Clio R3 + 03m 49.9s
05) Y. Avci/B. Gücenmez
       M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 + 04m 09.5s
06) M. Kangur/K. Järveoja 
       Honda Civic Type R + 08m 04.5s
07) M. Bostanci/O. Vatansever 
       M-Sport Ford Fiesta R2 + 10m 30.4s
08) R. Consani/N. Klinger 
       Renault Mégane RS + 12m 24.4s
09) S. Apostolov/P. Apostolova 
       Subaru Impreza WRX + 16m 05.2s
10) B. Banaz/B. Erdener 
       M-Sport Ford Fiesta R2 + 16m 50.8s

H&H



Time is running out for the title contenders in the 
South African Rally Championship. Four potential 
winners remain and the penultimate round, the 
Polokwane Rally in Limpopo this weekend, could be 
the turning point for any of them.
 Last year the inaugural Polokwane Rally was the 
fi nal round of the eight-event championship. It was balanced 
on a knife edge, with any one of four drivers in the running 
for the title. This year Limpopo motorsport fans can look 
forward to an equally exciting penultimate round, with 
just fi ve points separating the top two contenders as the 
competition goes down to the wire again.
 Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan (Castrol Team 
Toyota Auris) top the Championship table with 128 points 
after their second victory of the season in the recent Toyota 
Cape Dealer Rally in the Western Cape. Mark Cronje/Robin 
Houghton (Sasol Ford Fiesta) slipped back a little after 
fi nishing third in the Cape, but their three wins to date still 

see them in close touch with the leaders. Both crews, who 
between them have won fi ve of the six rounds - Cronje has 
three and Gemmell two, are looking for their fi rst national 
championship title. Limpopo motorsport fans can expect a 
head-to-head battle between the two contenders the likes of 
which have characterised the entire season so far.
However, such is the quality of the drivers in the series 
and the competitiveness of their state-of-the-art S2000 
four-wheel drive cars, any one of another eight drivers is 
capable of taking the victory in Limpopo. All of which makes 
for a thrilling end to what has been a tightly contested 
championship.
 Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin (BP Volkswagen Polo) are 
eighth overall and leading the inaugural S2000 Challenge for 
older specifi cation cars with 90 points. Their consistency – 
they have scored points in every round so far – sees them 
28 points clear of second-placed Wilro Dippenaar/Morne du 
Toit of Namibia (PZN Panelbeaters Toyota RunX) and 42 clear 
of teenager Henk Lategan/Barry White (Q8 Oils Volkswagen 
Polo).
 The wily and experienced former champion Craig 

Trott/Robbie Coetzee (Team Total Toyota RunX) continue to 
lead the up-and-coming youngsters in the very competitive 
Two Wheel Drive Championship for S1600 cars. Ashley 
Haigh-Smith (Castrol Ford Fiesta R2) has moved up to 
second in the drivers’ championship after fi nishing third in 
the Cape event.
 A unique feature to the Polokwane Rally will see the 
top ten seeded teams qualify for start positions on Friday 
afternoon at 14h00. Each team will have two opportunities 
to complete the short 3.6km gravel stage opposite Makro 
with the fastest time securing pole position. They will then 
be given the opportunity to choose their start position for the 
event.
 The Polokwane Rally will start at 09h00 on Saturday 
from the Tom Naude Technical High School, with the day 
featuring eight special stages and ending with a short 
special stage at the Peter Mokaba Stadium at around 16h00.  
Sunday’s action will start at 07h00 and will consist of fi ve 
special stages, the last of which will be back at the Peter 
Mokaba Stadium at around 10h50.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Evan Rothman

SARC POLOKWANE RALLY: SARC POLOKWANE RALLY: 
PENULTIMATE PACENOTESPENULTIMATE PACENOTES

H&H



Sealed surface rallies are exciting. Ask anyone that 
sits in the Citroën Racing service area for Sebastien 
Loeb. The World Rally Championship returns to the the 
Rallye de France - Alsace this weekend for the 11th 
round of the 13-event series, and to the home of Loeb.
 Who will be able to stop Loeb on his march to 
victory at this event and to his ninth Drivers’ title? Last 
year’s winner Sebastien Ogier will be competing, but in 

a Skoda Fabia S2000 and will not be a threat for overall 
honours. Will team-mate Mikko Hirvonen outshine Loeb?
 The event will once more remain based around 
Strasbourg, but 44 percent of the route is new for 2012. 
Action gets underway this evening with an all-new Super 
Special Stage in Strasbourg, and is then followed by a full 
day’s competition in whcih only one stage has been added 
to the distance in the town of Mulhouse. Saturday’s stages 
are the longest of the event, making up 192.80km of the 
rally’s 404.14 timed kilometres. The fi nal day, Sunday, covers 
61.54km that is concluded with the ever popular street stage 

in Haguenau. In total, the crews will tackle 22 stages over a 
route of 1,404.89km. The familiar route (albeit with three all-
new stages and modifi cations to a few favourites), this event 
will favour those bravest and most committed of drivers and 
co-drivers.
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Osian Pryce pushed his Citroën DS3 R3 to its limits in the BRC’s Osian Pryce pushed his Citroën DS3 R3 to its limits in the BRC’s 
Trackrod International Rally Yorkshire, to end the rally tied with Trackrod International Rally Yorkshire, to end the rally tied with 
Tom Cave in his similar DS3. on a countback, the rally win was Tom Cave in his similar DS3. on a countback, the rally win was 
handed to Cave by 0.1 seconds as he was quicker in SS1. handed to Cave by 0.1 seconds as he was quicker in SS1. 
Picture: Jakob Ebrey Photography/PirelliPicture: Jakob Ebrey Photography/Pirelli
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In celebration of HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS recent 
milestone, my editor and close friend of mine (it is a 
secret, do not tell to anyone) Evan Rothman, asked 
me to write about what photography and the WRC is 
about. I thought about it and I came to the realization 
that it is not just the photography that matters in this 
job.
 There are exciting events, talented people, 
intense emotions, many different nations represtented, 
new experiences, and a total lack of time... Then there’s 
the energy, the adrenaline, and the cold calculation and 
fl uke shots, the successful discoveries and bad luck... All 
in one day of WRC photography. All in one stage of WRC 
photography. It’s a world within the world: interesting, eye-
catching, and we’re lucky to have guides in it. Let me please 

introduce the best of them to you, those through whose eyes 
you see rallying, you feel all the magic of that sport.
 So the question was I posed to the photographers 
was: Could you please explain the photography of rally 
events to us, what does it mean for you – to be a rally 
photographer?

André Lavadinho (http://www.lavadinho.com): “To 
be a professional rally photographer is like being an artist 
with a lot of courage to face all the diffi culties not only 
during the event, but also before and after it with all the 
preparations. On each rally, we are surrounded with 100 
percent adrenaline from the cold winter of Sweden to the hot 
weather of the Acropolis Rally. Taking a good shot doesn´t 
mean just a click on the bottom of the camera: we need a 
little bit of luck, but the most important is how we make our 
imagination work and with it, we the professionals, can make 
our dreams come true.”

Willem Wittenberg (http://www.rssp.eu): “Being a 
Rally Photographer: Is it a job, is it a hobby? I think its 
somewhere in between. Let’s call it a paid hobby, because 
that is how it feels when you can do the things you love and 
earn a living with it while travelling the world. It also started 
as a hobby, actually two hobbies, photography and rally way 
back in 1985 in the Dutch National Championship, and later 
on some European rounds and fi nally in 1993 my fi rst WRC, 
the Acropolis Rally in Greece.
 In terms of preparation: Well, as soon as I have 
the fi nal maps of the event I start searching for a good 
situated accommodation, sometimes a hotel, sometimes an 
apartment together with some colleagues. Also a fl ight and 
rental car has to be booked, it’s always smart to do this a 
long time before the rally starts, prices are much lower then.
If I have no knowledge about the stages I’ll start to have 
a look with Google Earth and follow the stage from start to 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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fi nish while writing down some fi rst GPS points of interest, 
access roads or walking distances. This data may come in 
handy when you have to move from stage to stage in a short 
period of time.
 “Before the rally: Once we’re there the fi rst thing we 
do is to pick up our Media stuff (Media Guide, Road books, 
Media stickers, etc). Then we go to recce the stages that 
are new or in case of a whole new rally trying to recce all 
the stages and checking the points you marked during the 
“home recce”. In this way we can fi nd some unique points 
for our photos. I must admit, these two or three days feels 
like holiday, travelling the country side with some friends 
(colleagues), having some laughs during dinner in the middle 
of nowhere.
 “The Rally: from Thursday on the rally starts with 
a Shakedown in the morning and most of the time a Super 
Special Stage in the evening. During Shakedown you already 
have the possibility to make a lot of different photos. The 

cars will drive this stage three or four times and while 
changing position all the time you will have a wide variety 
of shots. From Friday until Sunday we have the “real” rally, 
travelling from stage to stage and try to visit service in 
between and at the end of the day when the cars are coming 
back to service. Here we try to make some portraits while 
the drivers are in the holding area. When the day is over and 
everybody is going to their hotels, have a shower and dinner, 
our work starts in selecting and preparing our photos to send 
to our customers. Normally this will take a few hours and 
when we’re fi nished we still have to shower, eat and have 
some drinks with our colleagues. Am I complaining? No! It’s 
a great job!”

Erik Van’t Land (http://www.rallypicture.nl): “For 
me as a rally sport fan, it’s an honour  to work in the WRC. 
Doing my job, travelling for the best shots between the best 
rally drivers of the world, is a kick! It’s fantastic to be part of 

this family!”

Jordi Rierola Dordal (http://www.jordirierola.com/): 
“For me working as a rally photographer means to make my 
great passion my job. When I was a child, I read magazines 
and I watched TV reports and I already wanted to enter in 
the rally world.” 

I’m very grateful for your answers, dear friends, that you 
opened up to the readers of this eMagazine , and I hope 
to show more talented photographers in future issues of 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS. See you on stages :) H&H



For this week’s Closing Shot, we would like to open to the fl oor a For this week’s Closing Shot, we would like to open to the fl oor a 
Caption Competition! Funniest entry will be posted to our Facebook Caption Competition! Funniest entry will be posted to our Facebook 
Page and website. Send yours to evan.hhmag@gmail.com.Page and website. Send yours to evan.hhmag@gmail.com.
Picture: Citroën RacingPicture: Citroën Racing
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