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•  Six point mounting method 

• HANS compatible 

• 6 point harness compatible 

• Air duct cooling 

• Fire retardant fabric cover 

• Composite or kevlar shell construction 

• FIA approved 
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Waking up on Monday this week, it must have been a 
wonderful feeling to have been Sebastien Loeb. The 
champagne stickiness still in his hair and his race suit, 
becasue he partied the night away in Hagenau with 
the rest of the World Rally Championship (WRC) folks, 
the trophy on the dresser of his hotel room. Knocking 
on his door is Daniel Elena. I wonder what they said to 
one another...
 The sport of special stage rallying has never known 
a driver such as Sebastien Loeb nor a co-driver like Daniel 
Elena. Their impeccable record speaks for itself, and their 

legions of fans around the world the testament to their 
sporting spirit. Citroën has shaped their motorsport activities 
around this pairing, and now that they have decided to step 
down their participation in the World Rally Championship for 
2013 it will be interesting to see how this affects the WRC...
 Loeb was born in Hagenau, Alsace, France 38 years 
ago, and he grew up with a steerign wheel in his hands many 
would like to think. No, in fact, he didn’t. He was a talented 
gymnast until the age of 21 when he entered his fi rst rally. 
It was only six years later that he took his fi rst international 
title, that of Junior World Rally Champion in 2001. He was 
immediately snapped up by the Citroën Racing for their 
assualt on the WRC in 2002, and he has remained as their 
number one driver ever since.

 His sheer talent was witnessed in his very WRC win, 
in his fi rst season in top fl ight rallying, in what has proven to 
be his most successful rally: the WRC Rallye Deutschland. In 
his secnd year of WRC, and remember this was against the 
likes of Petter Solberg in the mighty Subaru Impreza WRC 
and Marcu Gronholm in his Ford Focus WRC in his heyday, 
Loeb claimed second overall in the 2003 season standings 
with only one point off winner Solberg.
 Winning nine consecutive World Rally Championship 
titles, there are many numbers that go into that...
• 75 WRC wins
• 112 WRC podiums
• 162 WRC rallies
• 19 retirements

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Citroën Racing

THE LOEB SHOW: THE LOEB SHOW: 
NINE TIMES A CHARMNINE TIMES A CHARM





• 874 stage wins
• 1,525 WRC points
• 3 different generation WRC cars he has taken to victory
• 11 WRC wins in 2011
• 6 consecutive WRC rally wins, achieved twice
• 23 different WRC rallies won
• 15 number of consecutive podiums
 Loeb and Elena have faced stiff competition while at 

the top: Marcus Gronholm, Petter Solberg, Sebastien Ogier 
and Mikko Hirvonen. With Ogier’s return to the WRC class 
in 2013, it will be a tantalising treat for rally fans to see 
these two Frenchmen go head-to-head once more, as with 
each encounter with Gronholm was when the two competed 
together.
 What awaits the WRC and Loeb in the future? 
Loeb will take up Citroën’s efforts in the World Touring Car 

Championship (WTCC) in 2014, focus on his own Sebastien 
Loeb Racing team in the Porsche Cups, and spend time with 
his wife Severine and daughter Valentine. Will rallying still be 
a part of of his life? Most defi nitely so!
 I still think to myself that Elena might have said to 
Loeb on Monday morning, in a thick French accent of course: 
“Let’s have it for number 10!” H&H



Daniel Elena is a co-driver unlike any other. Nine WRC Co-Drivers’ Daniel Elena is a co-driver unlike any other. Nine WRC Co-Drivers’ 
titles, and a handy rally driver himself.titles, and a handy rally driver himself.
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Mark Cronje and Robin Houghton (Sasol Racing Ford 
Fiesta S2000) took a giant step towards winning their 
fi rst South African Rally Championship when they took 
the honours in the Championship’s penultimate round 
in Limpopo this past weekend.
 The Ford pair completed the two-day 13-special 
stage Polokwane Rally in a time of 02hr 07min 09sec, 

edging former champions Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries (BP 
Volkswagen Polo S2000) by a comfortable 01min 19sec 
Giniel de Villiers/Celeste Snyders (Imperial Toyota Auris 
S2000) enjoyed their best result of the year with third place, 
26 seconds behind the Volkswagen pair.
 Cronje/Houghton’s Championship aims were helped 
by the retirement three stages from the fi nish of closest 
challengers Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan (Castrol Toyota 
Auris S2000). The Toyota crew had led the Championship 
from Cronje/Houghton by fi ve points going into this past 

weekend’s event. While Cronje/Houghton led from the start, 
Gemmell/Swan struggled to fi nd their usual pace and could 
only manage fi fth place at the overnight stop in Polokwane. 
The Toyota Motorsport team changed the diff of the Auris 
S2000 and Gemmell showed improved pace in the fi rst two 
stages of Day Two. When the Toyota’s engine temperature 
climbed dangerously, Gemmell called it a day to rather 
preserve the motor.
 With their chief rivals scoring no points to their 
full-house 25, Cronje/Houghton now enjoy a 20-point lead 
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with one round remaining and a maximum of 25 points on 
offer. Complicating matters is the National Championship 
Rally requirement that competitors drop their worst score of 
the year. If this were to be done now, Gemmell would drop 
this event’s zero score and would reduce the gap to Cronje 
(whose worst score is 10) to just 10 points.
 All this means that the outcome of the 
Championship will defi nitely go down to the wire and make 
the Garden Route Rally in the Western Cape next month all 
the more intriguing.
 Japie van Niekerk/Gerhard Snyman (New Africa 
Developments Volkswagen Polo S2000) achieved their best 
result of the year when they fi nished fourth, 02min 24sec 
behind the winners and 30sec ahead of the Team Total 
Toyota Auris S2000 of Mohammed Moosa/Andre Vermeulen, 
who enjoyed their best performance this season and were 

delighted to win the fi nal gravel stage of the rally too. Jean-
Pierre Damseaux/Grant Martin (Total Toyota Auris S2000) 
claimed sixth place behind their team-mates.
 Former champions Jan Habig/Robert Paisley (Basil 
Read Ford Fiesta S2000) were second overall on Day One, 
47sec behind Cronje/Houghton, but their challenge came 
to an end on SS11 when they were slowed by a misfi re and 
having to stop between stages to replace their car’s power 
steering belt. This resulted in them arriving late at the next 
control and incurring a 01min 20sec time penalty. They 
eventually took seventh place, and 01min 03sec ahead of 
team-mates Charl Wilken/Greg Godrich.
 Leeroy Poulter/Elvéne Coetzee were ninth in the 
second Castrol Toyota Auris S2000 and would have come 
close to winning the event for the second year in succession 
had they not run into mechanical problems on the fi rst 

stage on Day One. A front suspension bolt broke, losing 
them 45 seconds on the stage to winners Cronje/Houghton. 
They were forced to complete the next two stages with a 
temporary roadside repair before they were able to have 
their service crew attend to the problem.
 They went on to dominate the remainder of the 
rally, winning four of Day One’s eight stages and two more 
on Day Two. The 05min 39sec gap between them and the 
winners at the fi nish almost equalled the 05min 20sec 
penalty for lateness that resulted from their suspension 
problem...
 Rounding out the top ten overall and in the premier 
S2000 Class for four-wheel drive cars were Jon Williams/
Cobus Vrey (Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000) who distinguished 
themselves by winning Day Two’s two short tarmac stages 
that opened and closed the day’s programme, the fi nal one 
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watched by a huge crowd at the Peter Mokaba Stadium on 
the outskirts of Polokwane.
 Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000) 
virtually wrapped up the S2000 Challenge for the older 
specifi cation four-wheel drive cars with their fourth category 
wins of the season. They fi nished 12th overall and 15min 
20sec ahead of second-placed Henk Lategan/Barry White, 
who were the only other fi nishers, coming in 18th overall. 
Namibians Wilro Dippenaar/Morne du Toit (McCarthy Toyota/
PZN Panelbeaters Toyota RunX S2000), who had been 
second in the Challenge category on Day One, fell out on the 
third stage of Day Two with mechanical problems.
 Ashley Haigh-Smith/Craig Parry (Castrol Ford Fiesta 
R2) put the fi nishing touches to their two-day domination 
of the S1600 Class for two-wheel drive cars to take their 
second category win of the season, the only crew in the hotly 

contested class to manage this achievement. They were 
11th overall and 01min 15sec ahead of second-placed Tjaart 
Conradie/Kes Naidoo (Galvadip Toyota Auris S1600). 
 Former champions Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee 
pulled off yet another points-scoring fi nish in Trott’s Team 
Total Toyota RunX S1600 with third place to put themselves 
within a handful of points of winning the Two Wheel Drive 
Championship and Class S1600 titles. Megan Verlaque/Hilton 
Auffray (BP Volkswagen Polo S1600) kept themselves in the 
hunt for a top three fi nish in the Class S1600 Championship 
with fi fth place, ahead of the Lourens twins, Janine and 
Michelle, who recorded their fi rst national championship 
points-scoring result in a Toyota Conquest.

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) M. Cronje/R. Houghton 
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 02h 07m 09.3s
02) H. Fekken/P. Arries
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 01m 19.4s
03) G. de Villiers/C. Snyders
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 01m 45.5s
04) J. van Niekerk/G. Snyman
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 02m 24.2s
05) M. Moosa/A. Vermeulen
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 02m 54.9s
06) J-P. Damseaux/G. Martin
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 03m 24.9s
07) J. Habig/R. Paisley
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 03m 32.7s
08) C. Wilken/G. Godrich
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 04m 36.3s
09) L. Poulter/E. Coetzee
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 05m 39.6s
10) J. Williams/C. Vrey
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 07m 39.3s



Sébastien Loeb and Daniel Elena won the 2012 
FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) for the ninth 
consecutive time. After dominating his home round of 
the WRC for the Rallye de France - Alsace, it was Loeb 
and Elena’s 75th career victory and this enabled his 
team to clinch the Manufacturers’ Championship for 
the eighth time.
 “It’s incredible,” said Loeb. “We were dreaming 
about this moment at the start of the rally having lived this 
two years ago. Now we are here again with the victory and 
the Championship in front of all these wonderful people. 
It’s not possible to get better than this, it was a dream all 
weekend in front of all these fans. We couldn’t believe the 
atmosphere two years ago, it was amazing then and it’s 

amazing now.”
 With the cheers and celebrations focused on 
the Frenchman and his Mongasque co-driver, the Ford 
World Rally Team also had much to smile about: 15.5 
seconds behind the winners were of the 11th round of the 
Championship were Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila. The 
Flying Finns held fellow countrymen and former team-mates 
Mikko Hirvonen/Jarmo Lehtinen (Citroën Total World Rally 
Team) behind them in a fi erce rally-long battle. 
 “To be honest it is my best Tarmac result,” said the 
Latvala. “I have never ever been so close to Sebastien Loeb 
on a Tarmac rally if you think about the overall gap so I need 
to be happy.”
 The Citroen Junior Team driver Thierry Neuvile was 
less conservative than the leading trio, claiming a total of 
fi ve stage wins on the fi nal leg od the rally to climb from 
sixth to fourth in impressive fashion and demoting Mads 

Ostberg and Dani Sordo in the process. Privateer Ford 
Fiesta RS WRC driver for the Adapta World Rally Team Mads 
Ostberg took fi fth - his best result on asphalt - but Sordo 
dropped out after a heavy impact on the sump guard of his 
MINI Countryman John Cooper Works WRC on SS18 bent 
the engine mounting and moved the power steering pump, 
resulting in a loss of power steering fl uid and failure on the 
Haguenau street stage. Ott Tanak (M-Sport Ford World Rally 
Team) won the rally’s Power Stage (SS20) and fi nished in 
a strong sixth position overall. Team-mate Evgeny Novikov 
lost almost three minutes on what proved to be a dramatic 
and decisive SS18 when he rolled into a fi eld and suffered 
considerable delays trying to regain the road. Miraculously, 
Novikov’s car suffered only cosmetic damage and he was 
able to fi nish seventh.
 WRC Team MINI Portugal’s Chris Atkinson fi nished 
eighth, Martin Prokop (Czech National Rally Team) brought 
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his Ford Fiesta RS WRC home in ninth with Sebastien 
Chardonnet an impressive tenth on his debut outing in a 
Citroën DS3 WRC in the WRC.
 The fastest non-WRC spec crew was once more that 
of Sebastien Ogier in his Volkswagen Motorsport Skoda Fabia 
S2000. He beat team-mate Andreas Mikkelsen in a fi ght for 
11th position and ogier readies for his return to top fl ight 
rallying in 2013 behind the steering wheel of a Volkswagen 
Polo R WRC.
 And, what of Petter Solberg (Ford World Rally 
Team)? He restarted the fi nal leg of the rally under Rally 2 
rules following his heavy crash on Day Two. He unfortunately 
fi nished outside the top 20. There was no restart for Qatar 
World Rally Team’s Nasser Al-Attiyah in his Citroën DS3 WRC 
after he also went off the road on Day Two.
 Loeb claimed eight stage wins, six for Neuville and 
Latvala apiece. This victory brought Loeb and Elena their 

record-setting 75th WRC win and eighth of 2012. Anyone 
aiming to beat Loeb in his WRC heyday, before his part-
time campaign in 2013, have all but evaporated with the 
champagne spraying on the winners’ podium. This is most 
likely Loeb’s last title hunt, and victory, and next year he 
will most likely bow out of the series at this event if team 
rumours are to be believed. The penultimate round of the 
2012 FIA World Rally Championship takes the contenders to 
the island of Sardinia for Rally Italia (18-21 October). H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/D. Elena
       Citroën DS3 WRC - 03h 32m 53.0s
02) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 15.5s
03) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 44.1s
04) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 01m 07.3s
05) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 16.4s
06) O. Tänak/K. Sikk
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 02m 27.9s
07) E. Novikov/I. Minor
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 05m 51.6s
08) C. Atkinson/G. MacNeall
       MINI Countryman John Cooper Works WRC + 06m 42.4s
09) M. Prokop/Z. Hruza
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 08m 46.8s
10) S. Chardonnet/T. de la Haye
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 08m 59.7s



The Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) is at the 
Rallye Sanremo and the Italian Riviera this weekend 
for the fi nal all-asphalt event of the 2012 season. And 
with the outcome of the coveted IRC drivers’ crown 
still far from settled, a thrilling battle is expected 
when the action gets underway on Friday.
 A mainstay of the IRC since its formation in 
2007, Rallye Sanremo actually hosted one of four IRC pilot 
events in 2006. With the competitive running contained 
within a 25-hour window, there will be little time for the 
crews to visit the town’s casino and tempting restaurants 
as they focus instead on the tricky and narrow mountain 

stages overlooking Sanremo and its glorious Mediterranean 
coastline.
 After taking the start in Sanremo on Friday 
afternoon, competitors tackle three stages before a lengthy 
regroup. While fans will be able to get close up to the cars 
stationed in the town’s Piazza Borea d’Olmo, drivers and 
co-drivers will get a welcome respite prior to tackling the 
daunting 44km Ronde stage, which goes live at 21h00 local 
time and takes place under the cover of darkness.
 Following the overnight halt in Sanremo, Saturday’s 
itinerary includes three repeated stages from 09h05 split by 
service in the host town where the fi rst car is due to cross 
the fi nishing ramp at 17h35.
 Rallye Sanremo’s stages are characterised by fast 
and fl owing sections, frequent changes of rhythm, and 

blind and open corners with rapid climbs and descents 
commonplace. The ability to fi nd the optimum ‘racing’ line 
and maintain a high level of speed are essential for recording 
competitive stage times. Road surfaces are predominantly 
smooth, albeit with some sections of broken asphalt. The 
undulating nature of the roads places a great strain on the 
cars with the engine, transmission and brakes all being 
subjected to heavy punishment. The possibility of rain and 
fog simply adds to the challenge. Competitors will tackle ten 
stages over 204km of timed action and a route of 434.88km, 
and the winner will be anyone’s guess... Are you brave 
enough to post your podium positions on our Facebook Wall 
at http://www.facebook.com/HandHmag?
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Celebrating his 25th birthday on Thursday was Adapta World Rally Celebrating his 25th birthday on Thursday was Adapta World Rally 
Team’s Mads Ostberg. As an avid reader of Handbrakes & Hairpins, Team’s Mads Ostberg. As an avid reader of Handbrakes & Hairpins, 
here’s a special happy birthday to the rally ace! here’s a special happy birthday to the rally ace! 
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