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HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email 
addresses are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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Volkswagen signed another top-fl ight driver for it’s 
FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) campaign. Jari-
Matti Latvala together with co-driver Miikka Anttila 
will be driving a Polo R WRC starting at Rallye Monte 
Carlo (15 – 20 January 2013). Latvala is regarded as 
one of the world’s quickest and most experienced rally 
drivers. The 27-year-old Finn has achieved victories 
at seven WRC rounds, fi nished the 2010 season as the 
runner-up in the world championship and, since his 
fi rst rally success in 2008, maintained the record as 

the youngest rally winner in WRC history.
 “We’re proud and highly pleased to have gained 
Jari-Matti Latvala for our World Rally Championship project. 
He’s one of the most distinguished WRC drivers in the fi eld 
and has experience, aggressiveness and exceptional speed. 
I’ve known Jari-Matti since his early days in rallying and have 
been watching his development very closely. He’s a true 
reinforcement for our team,” says Volkswagen Motorsport 
Director Jost Capito. “The fact that another top-fl ight driver 
believes in our success and is switching to our team gives 
each member of our team an additional motivation boost. In 
Sébastien Ogier and Jari-Matti Latvala we’ve got an excellent 
driver line-up for the debut of the Polo R WRC in the 2013 

World Rally Championship.”
 Latvala is joining Volkswagen after fi ve years with 
the Ford factory team. “I’m very happy to be driving the 
Polo R WRC in the World Rally Championship in future. The 
determined approach of the Volkswagen team convinced me 
to accept this challenge,” says Latvala. “The time at Ford was 
very valuable for me and I would like to thank everyone who 
supported me there in the past years – it wasn’t easy for 
me to say goodbye. At the same time, I see the change as a 
personal new beginning. I’ve taken this decision in order to 
make another step towards reaching my big aim: the world 
champion’s title with Volkswagen.”
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SERVICE PARK



Giandomenico Basso has followed in the wheel tracks 
of rallying legend Colin McRae by winning Rallye 
Sanremo for a second time. The result, his sixth 
victory in the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), 
followed a dominant performance on the asphalt event 
at the wheel of an M-Sport Ford Fiesta RRC.
 Basso, who led from start to fi nish, was all but 

assured of top spot alongside co-driver Mitia Dotta when he 
won the gruelling 44km Ronde night stage on Friday. It was 
one of fi ve fastest stage times the Italian recorded during the 
two-day rally in his country’s Liguria region and enabled him 
to build an interim advantage of 25.6 seconds. He secured 
fi rst place by completing the fi nal stage with a margin of 
35.7 seconds over Jan Kopecký.
 Czech Kopecký fi nished second in his Fabia Super 
2000 to secure a third IRC manufacturers’ title for Skoda 
on the back of four stage wins and move ahead of team-

mate Juho Hänninen in the drivers’ standings after the Finn 
crashed out on Ronde.
 Alessandro Perico bagged his maiden IRC podium 
in third in the leading Peugeot 207 S2000. Federico 
Gasperetti was the fastest IRC Production Cup contender on 
all ten stages to win with ease in his Renault Mégane RS. 
Meanwhile, Simone Campedelli clinched his second IRC 2WD 
Cup victory of 2012.
 At the fi nish by the Mediterranean Sea, Basso said: 
“I am very happy to be winning here because Sanremo 
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is a fantastic event. But it’s not just winning here that’s 
important, it’s winning here in Sanremo as part of the IRC, 
a very esteemed series that I have a lot of affection for. It 
might have looked easy from the outside but no win is easy. 
I was able to make the difference on Ronde and after that I 
controlled my advantage to the fi nish.”
 Following Skoda’s IRC manufacturers’ title 
triumph, motorsport head Michal Hrabánek said: “We have 
won a valuable hat-trick of IRC titles and made a historic 
achievement with the ŠKODA Fabia Super 2000 by becoming 
the most successful brand of the IRC. This is indeed the best 
reward for all the team members in return for the top-class 
work they have been putting in throughout this successful 
period. The end of this season is still ahead of us, though, 
and our ambition is to win also the drivers’ title.”
 Behind third-placed Alessandro Perico, Stefano 

Albertini took a fi ne fourth in his similar Peugeot having 
feared he might be forced out when his car would not 
restart at the midday regroup. Paolo Andreucci clinched his 
seventh Italian title in fi fth place. With title rival Umberto 
Scandola hitting trouble on Friday’s opening test, Andreucci 
adopted a cautious approach in his Peugeot Italia entry to 
take the crown alongside co-driver Anna Andreussi. Skoda 
driver Scandola restarted on day two but stopped with a 
mechanical problem after three stages.
 Craig Breen, who is competing in Italy for the 
fi rst time since his best friend and former co-driver Gareth 
Roberts lost his life in an accident on Targa Florio-Rally 
Internazionale Di Sicilia in mid-June, was battling Stefano 
Albertini for fourth overall when he picked up a front-left 
puncture approximately 4km into the 20.73km Colle d’Oggia 
run on Saturday morning. He eventually fi nished sixth in his 

Saintéloc Racing Peugeot, a performance that earned him the 
prestigious Colin McRae IRC Flat Out Trophy.
 Frigyes Turán was seventh for Petter Solberg 
Engineering despite an engine overheating issue. Simone 
Campedelli won the IRC 2WD Cup in eighth place although 
because his Citroën DS3 R3T is not eligible for overall points, 
Pierre Campana took eighth-place points following his fi ght 
back from the broken rear differential on the Ronde stage 
that dropped him fi rmly out of contention.
 Harry Hunt was an impressive 14th overall on his 
fi rst appearance in the IRC in a Kronos Racing Peugeot 
S2000. The former IRC 2WD Cup champion lost ground with 
two punctures, but still managed to set some rapid stage 
times alongside stand-in co-driver Dale Moscatt.
 Federico Gasperetti claimed his fi rst victory in 
the IRC Production Cup in style by setting the pace in the 



category on all ten stages at the wheel of a Renault Mégane 
RS. However, while Gasperetti celebrated, Consani was left 
to refl ect on what might have been after he dropped out of 
second place on Sunday morning when a spin left his Mégane 
with a broken rear axle. He tried to continue but following 
another rotation the Frenchman was forced to stop for good. 
Hungarian Miklós Bujdos fi nished second with Marco Cavigioli 
third. Dream Team Ukraine’s Vitaliy Pushkar overtook Subaru 
Impreza R4 STI driver Johan Heloïse for fourth on the fi nal 
stage.
 Simone Campedelli made it two wins from two 
starts in this season’s IRC 2WD Cup, despite requiring a 
course of physiotherapy and a dose of painkillers due to a 
shoulder injury. Roberto Vescovi was second in a Renault 
Clio R3 with IRC Production Cup winner Federico Gasperetti 
third. Rudy Michelini took fourth with Peugeot driver Danilo 

Ameglio in fi fth. Hannes Danzinger was a fi ne sixth on his 
fi rst rally outside of his native Austria after he secured 
sponsorship from a sausage company to take part in a Clio 
R3, which he was driving in competition for the fi rst time. 
French ace Bryan Bouffi er gave Peugeot’s 208 R2 a strong 
debut by topping the R2 division. Elwis Chentre was ninth in 
a Skoda Fabia R2. H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) G. Basso/M. Dotta
       Ford Fiesta RR2 - 02h 19m 03.6s
02) J. Kopecký/P. Dresler
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 35.7s
03) A. Perico/F. Carrara 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 02m 13.7s
04) S. Albertini/S. Scattolin 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 03m 08.3s
05) P. Andreucci/A. Andreussi
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 03m 55.5s
06) C. Breen/P. Nagle 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 05m 00.2s
07) F. Turán/G. Zsiros 
      M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000 + 06m 50.8s
08) P. Campana/S. de Castelli 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 08m 07.0s
09) R. Vescovi/G. Guzzi 
       Renault Clio R3 + 08m 18.9s
10) F. Gasperetti/F. Ferrari
       Renault Mégane RS + 08m 33.5s



The fi fth round of the FIA WRC Academy at Rallye de 
France Alsace will be one to remember for Elfyn Evans 
as a fourth successive victory saw the Welshman claim 
the coveted 2012 FIA WRC Academy crown in style. 
With Championship rivals subject to misfortune over 
last weekend’s competitive action, a mature drive saw 
Evans keep his cool to seal the deal with a win over 
Spain’s Jose Suárez in second and John MacCrone who 
claimed the fi nal podium position in third.
 As the longest event on the WRC Academy calendar, 
and with the Championship laurels at stake, Rallye de France 

was predicted to make history. And history was indeed made 
as the sport’s latest star emerged victorious.
 Moreover, although Evans may have provisionally 
wrapped up the championship, the fact that seven of the 
eight competing crews scored a stage win only goes to prove 
just how competitive the WRC Academy remains.
 As the rally kick started with a new-for-2012 special 
stage through the streets of Strasbourg, Alastair Fisher took 
an early lead. With both Evans and Brendan Reeves less than 
a second adrift, the scene was set for a close-fought battle 
between the three championship contenders.
 Elsewhere however, there was early misfortune for 
Timo Van der Marel who was forced to accept a time penalty 
after running wide on a mixture of Pirelli’s soft and hard 

compound tyre through the opening stage. Losing a wheel 
from his Ford Fiesta R2, the Dutchman was forced to restart 
under Rally 2 regulations.
 Embarking on the fi rst full day of competition, 
the crews tackled 146km of stages varying in altitude and 
character. Evans was soon back in control – claiming the 
fi rst two stage wins, the Welshman eked out more than a 30 
second lead through the opening loop.
 But there was heartache for his championship rivals 
as Reeves suffered a puncture on SS2 and a season of cruel 
misfortunes and tortuous bad luck continued for former 
leader Fisher. Incurring problems with the engine of his Ford 
Fiesta R2 on SS3, the Northern Irishman was forced to retire 
from the event – depriving fans of what was sure to be one 
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of the most intense and exciting battles of the season.
 With Fisher’s retirement and Reeves’ loss of time, 
Tarmac specialist Suárez was propelled into second position 
thanks to a string of top-three stage times during the 
morning action. Claiming a stage win through the fi rst pass 
of Souitzeren – Pays Welche, MacCrone was on course to 
repeat his podium fi nish in Germany with Swedes Fredrik 
Åhlin and Pontus Tidemand going well on the unfamiliar 
surface in fourth and fi fth.
 Returning for the second pass and the end of day 
dash through the town of Mulhouse, Evans extended his 
lead at the head of the fi eld as both Suárez and MacCrone 
encountered trouble. Losing second gear on SS5, the Scot 
had to endure the remaining four stages at reduced speed. 

But as Suárez suffered a puncture on the fi nal test of the day 
(SS8), the pairing were separated by just nine seconds going 
into the fi nal day – leaving the stage set for an ardent battle 
between the two Tarmac specialists.
 Despite the two Swedes encountering some issues 
– Tidemand losing time with a loose electrical connection 
on SS5 and Åhlin going off the road and damaging the 
windscreen of his Ford Fiesta R2 on SS4 – the pairing 
were fi nding their feet on asphalt and showing some clear 
improvement from the previous sealed-surface round in 
Germany.
 Recovering from his early puncture, Reeves claimed 
the stage win on SS8 to propel him back up to fi fth. Just 
0.7 seconds adrift of a championship point through the fi nal 

stage, Van der Marel was setting a good pace and gaining 
confi dence after his earlier off.
 The fi nal and longest day of competitive rallying 
was arguably the most challenging with crews tackling a 
mammoth 192km of two loops of four identical stages – 
including the 43km of Pays d’Ormont that commands precise 
pacenotes and total commitment and concentration from the 
drivers.
 However with SS10 and SS12 cancelled, the 
Academy crews would contest just two of the morning’s 
four stages. As Evans backed off the pace to consolidate his 
strong lead in the hunt for championship glory, it was the 
Swedish pairing who impressed. Taking his fi rst stage win on 
Tarmac, Tidemand collected the bonus championship point 



through SS11 with Åhlin just 1.3 seconds behind in second.
 Embarking on the fi nal four stages, and clearly 
getting to grips with the art of asphalt rallying, the Swedes 
impressed once again with another fastest stage time 
through SS13 for Tidemand and Åhlin claiming the victory on 
SS14 to leave him just 4.2 seconds adrift of a podium fi nish.
 But disaster was to strike the two Scandinavians 
on SS15 when an earlier engine problem recurred to haunt 
Tidemand and a puncture put a sharp end to Åhlin’s charge.
 A stage win a piece for Suárez and MacCrone – on 
SS16 and SS15 respectively – secured the fi nal two podium 
positions, but the fi nal glory was to go to Evans whose fourth 
successive victory secured him the coveted Championship 
laurels.

 With the co-drivers’ championship yet to be 
decided, there will be more to play for as the WRC Academy 
– supported by Ford Racing in Europe and with control tyres 
from Pirelli – journeys to the season fi nale in Spain next 
month.
 Elfyn Evans said: “Today has gone fi ne. We have 
been pretty cautious through the day and certainly through 
the afternoon we were running at a very safe pace, just 
to bring it home. We concentrated on keeping it clean and 
obviously the end result was well worth that! I feel absolutely 
fantastic. To think where we were back in Portugal, and now 
to turn it around with four wins on the trot is just amazing! 
Everyone has worked so hard and I have to say a big thanks 
to the whole team and everyone involved.” H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) E. Evans/P. Pugh - 03h 20m 42.6s
02) J. Suarez/C. Carrera + 42.5s
03) J. McCrone/S. Loudon + 01m 35.4s
04) B. Breeves/R. Smyth + 03m 06.5s
05) F. Ahlin/M. Abrahamsen + 03m 36.3s
06) P. Tidemand/S. Skjaermoen + 07m 15.1s
07) T. Van der Marel/E. Berkhof + 14m 27.2s



The WRC’s Italian round is one of the classic events on 
the annual motorsport calendar. From 1973 to 2003, 
it was held as Rally San Remo on the northern Italian 
Riviera coast and in the Maritime Alps. Since 2004, 
the Mediterranean island of Sardinia has been playing 
host to the Italian WRC round. The service park is 
located in the harbour of the coastal town of Olbia 
in the north-east of the island. This year, however, 
marks the fi rst time for Rallye Italia Sardegna, as the 

event is offi cially named, to fi nish and hold the podium 
ceremony in Porto Cervo, located 30km north of Olbia 
in the heart of the Costa Smeralda tourist region.
 The event will have 16 special stages covering a 
total of 306.04km with varying characteristics await the 
crews. Long stretches of the route lead over rocky trails 
covered with thin layers of sand or fi ne gravel. Despite some 
of the rally trails being very narrow the special stages are 
rather quick. Dangers are lurking underneath the gravel in 
the form of frequently rough and sometimes sharp-edged 
lateral grooves as well as hidden wayside rocks and boulders. 
On the winding forest trails at higher elevations there is an 

additional danger of dust that has been kicked up hanging in 
the air for a long time and thus impairing visibility. Attention 
and precise driving are prerequisites for an accident-free run.
 The rally starts on Thursday at 10h35 with the
3.75km qualifying stage. In the afternoon (from
16h13) and at night (start at 18h16) the fi rst two special
stages are scheduled. On Friday the service
park opens at 07h00 in the morning. At 8h43, the fi rst
vehicle will start the third special stage. The 16th and
last special stage begins on Sunday at 11h00. The WRC 
round ends with the podium ceremony in Porto Cervo from 
12h45.
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The outcome of the South African Rally Championship 
(SARC) will go down to the wire. Mark Cronje/Robin 
Houghton (Sasol Racing Rally Ford Fiesta S2000) took 
a big step towards claiming the title when they won 
the recent Polokwane Rally in Limpopo and their chief 
rivals, Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan (Castrol Team 
Toyota Auris S2000) failed to score.
 This resulted in a switch of Championship leaders, 
with Cronje (148 points) moving into a useful 20-point lead 
over Gemmell (128 points) with a maximum of 25 points on 
offer in the eighth and fi nal round in the Western Cape in 
November.
 The gap is even closer when the requirement that 
competitors drop their worst score of the season is taken 

into account. If this were to be done now, the gap would 
reduce to 10. No-one else is in contention. Third-placed Jon 
Williams/Cobus Vrey in the second Sasol Ford (106 points) 
are 42 points behind the leaders – 34 after their lowest score 
is deducted.
 Only Cronje/Houghton (four wins), Gemmell/
Swan (two wins) and Williams/Vrey (one win) have stood 
on the top step of the podium this year, so the remaining 
competitors in the premier S2000 class for four-wheel drive 
cars will be competing for personal pride and that elusive 
fi rst win of the season.
 Fourth overall and a single point behind Williams are 
multiple former Champions Jan Habig/Robert Paisley (Basil 
Read Ford Fiesta S2000). With lowest scores dropped, they 
would in fact be third, 33 points behind the leaders.
 Charl Wilken in the second Basil Read Ford is fi fth 
in the Drivers’ Championship with 89 points while co-

driver Greg Godrich, who missed a round, is sixth in the 
co-drivers’ standings. Sixth in the Drivers’ Championship is 
Jean-Pierre Damseaux (Team Toyota Auris S2000), whose 
co-driver Grant Martin is fi fth in his championship. Gugu 
Zulu/Carl Peskin (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000), who have 
already wrapped up the inaugural S2000 Challenge for older 
specifi cation four-wheel drive cars, are currently seventh 
overall with 76 points.
 Former Champions Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries (BP 
Volkswagen Polo S2000) have moved up to eighth place, two 
points behind Volkswange team-mates Zulu/Peskin, after 
good results in the last two events made up for a troubled 
start to the season in the 2012 Polo. With lowest scores 
deducted they would leapfrog Zulu/Peskin into seventh place.
 Former Champions Enzo Kuun/Guy Hodgson, who 
have had a frustrating season in the new BP Volkwagen Polo 
S2000 and chalked up an uncharacteristic three DNFs are 
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ninth overall with 70 points. The Dutch/Belgian combination 
of Hans Weijs Jnr/Bjorn Degandt (59 points) has dropped 
back to tenth place after their third successive non-fi nish in 
the Limpopo round.
 Dakar Rally star Giniel de Villiers, who only joined 
the championship in Round Four in the Imperial Toyota Auris 
S2000, has enjoyed three top-six fi nishes and accumulated 
enough points to be in 11th place overall, just two behind 
Weijs. His co-driver for the last three rounds, 2011 Two 
Wheel Drive champion Celeste Snyders, is 12th in the Co-
Drivers’ standings.
 Cronje/Houghton (44 points) lead the S2000 Class 
from Gemmell/Swan (37 points) and Habig/Paisley (19 
points). Williams/Vrey are fourth with 17 points, four ahead 
of Kuun/Hodgson.
 Despite being outpaced by a bevy of up-and-coming 
youngsters in more modern machinery, former champion 

Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (120 points) lead the Two Wheel 
Drive Championship for S1600 cars in a six-year old Team 
Total RunX. With a maximum of 25 points on offer in the fi nal 
round, they already have one hand on the winners’ trophy.
 Second in the drivers’ championship and Trott’s only 
rival for the title at this stage is teenager Ashley Haigh-
Smith (Castrol Ford Fiesta R2) with 102 points. Third is Clint 
Weston (Reef Tankers Citroen C2 R2) with 81 points. Kes 
Naidoo, who has navigated for both Haigh-Smith and Tjaart 
Conradie (Galvadip Toyota Auris) is second in the Co-Drivers’ 
Championship, 23 behind Coetzee and mathematically still in 
the running. Herman Groenewald, who reads the route notes 
for Weston, is third in the Co-Drivers’ Championship with 81 
points.
 The battle for the honour of being champion 
manufacturer could not be closer or have more signifi cance.  
Toyota (641 points) trails Ford (659 points) by 18 points 

in its quest for a record 15th consecutive title and 21st 
altogether since the award was instituted in 1968. Ford is 
chasing a fi rst win since 1976 and a third championship in 
all.
 The next round of the championship is the Garden 
Route Rally in the Western Cape on 2 - 3 November. H&H



FERRARI QUITS FORMULA ONE! That headlines 
exactly what Ford of Europe’s withdrawal from the 
FIA’s World Rally Championship equates to. Ford and 
rallying are intrinsically linked, and the Blue Oval has 
shone brightly and stood proudly thanks to the untold 
efforts of M-Sport and Malcolm Wilson.
 MINI announced their withdrawal from the WRC on 
Friday last week, leaving another specialist Prodrive high and 
dry to develop and build the MINI Countryman John Cooper 
Works WRC and S2000 spec machines. With a juicy four-car 
WRC expected for 2013, and a rumoured six-car list for 2014 
and beyond, the WRC and its new promoters Red Bull Media 
House were looking at putting this year’s shambolic FIA 
handling of the sport to rest. These two momentous events 

have turned the spotlight on the sport once more, and its 
ripples are seen in every facet of motorsport this week.
 MINI announced their exit from the sport on Friday 
afternoon, and Ford’s statement came on Monday afternoon. 
Both matters were not unexpected, but the arrival of these 
press releases into our e-mail inboxes were still shocking. A 
tantalising four-marque show for 2013 is now back to two, a 
number the WRC has witnessed since Subaru’s exit in 2008. 
 MINI’s announcement was made by Dr. Kay Segler, 
Senior Vice President MINI Business Coordination and 
Brand Management. He said: “MINI will abandon its works 
involvement in the WRC at the end of the 2012 season. By 
the end of the season WRC Team MINI Portugal will have 
competed in every rally in 2012. As such, in accordance 
with FIA regulations, we will have achieved the WRC 
homologation for the MINI John Cooper Works. In doing 
so, we would have achieved the prerequisites to allow 

those interested to continue to run the car in the WRC on 
a customer rallying basis. BMW Motorsport will continue to 
further develop the 1.6-litre turbo engine in conjunction with 
Prodrive.” 
 In typical BMW-speak, the press release continues: 
“In a very diffi cult commercial environment, MINI has played 
an active role in ensuring that friends of the MINI brand 
can continue to participate in motorsport. As such, the MINI 
family is retaining its presence on various international 
platforms and getting even closer to its customers. We 
would like to see the MINI John Cooper Works WRC continue 
to run competitively in WRC and other championships. We 
would like to thank Prodrive, WRC Team MINI Portugal and 
our partners for the good cooperation, and wish all drivers, 
teams and customers a successful future in rallying.”
 What this means to those running MINIs or 
looking to compete with these machines, MINI Motorsport 
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has secured the future of its customer teams in terms of 
homologation while Prodrive will still be able to run, develop 
and sell vehicles according to its contract for the car’s full 
homologation period to 2018. BMW Motorsport will continue 
to develop the 1.6-litre turbo engine and provide Prodrive 
with parts.
 Prodrive is aiming for a full WRC schedule for 2013 
with a comprehensive development programme for the WRC 
and S2000 cars.
 Ford of Europe’s announcement was quite possibly 
the biggest surprise, but was not unexpected. Ford of Europe 
only just re-signed for the WRC with M-Sport under pressure 
from partners, but it is strange that the manufacturer has 
pulled out of a sport it is so tied to. Well, with the economic 
climate what it is in Europe we will state that we understand 
Ford’s position: if you can’t commit to it 100 percent, then 
why waste resources on a part-time basis.
 Curiously, M-Sport’s boss Wilson has gone on record 

as saying he will fi eld several cars in the new-look European 
Rally Championship (ERC) in 2013 and beyond. WRC and 
new-for-2013 promoters Red Bull Media House have their 
work cut out to rival the new EuroSport-backed series, and 
here it is important to note that the Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge series (IRC) will now form a rejuvenated ERC... 
How does this all fi t in with M-Sport and Ford of Europe’s 
rally plans? M-Sport will continue to build and develop the 
very best rally machines for customers, and will most likely 
dominate the reginal scene for years to come. A smart 
business move, Mr Wilson!
 “Ford has a long and proud history in the WRC and 
this was not an easy decision,” said Roelant de Waard, vice 
president, Marketing, Sales and Service, Ford of Europe. “At 
this time, however we determined that it was better for the 
company and the Ford brand to reduce our commitment to 
the WRC and deploy our resources in other areas.”
 Ford is in discussions with M-Sport to provide 

continued vehicle and engineering support, including for 
the recently announced Fiesta R5 for the new-for-2013 
WRC-2 series, and the Fiesta R2 for grass-roots national and 
regional driver programmes.
 Malcolm Wilson said: “M-Sport is extremely proud 
of our history with Ford since 1997; 208 podium fi nishes, 
scoring points on 156 consecutive events and 52 wins from 
225 starts in the WRC along with two world titles underlines 
the dedication and commitment of the whole team in 
Cumbria.” 
 He also offered this PR gem: “Confi rmation of 
our key championship programmes for 2013 is our fi rst 
priority and a challenge that the team here is very much 
looking forward to. After that we can review all options and 
determine the right direction for the future.” Simply put: We 
will win rallies without Ford of Europe’s backing! H&H



THE Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) visited the Italian THE Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) visited the Italian 
mountain passes last weekend and these roads are simply mountain passes last weekend and these roads are simply 
majestic...majestic...
Picture: IRC SeriesPicture: IRC Series
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